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John 1:35-39 


(In the Greek, with the New Latin Vulgate 
and English translations) 


Tf) £mhpiov TtdA.iv elorfim 6 ’Itoctwriq Kai £k xcbv 
paGriTcbv adrou &vo, 

Altera die iterum stabat Ioannes et ex discipulis eius duo, 

The next day John was there again with two of his 
disciples. 


Kai id) Tt)(jou TteputaioOvn Xzyz\, ’I6e 6 

d[ivo^ ion 0eou 

et respiciens Iesum ambulantem dicit: “Ecce agnus Dei 

When he saw Jesus passing by, he said, “Look, the Lamb 
of God!” 
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rai f|Koucjav oi 8vo tia0r|Tai axruoij kakowxoc; Kai 
T)KOkoiJ0T|CJaV TO) ’ITICTOU 


Et audierunt eum duo discipuli loquentem et secuti sunt 
Iesum. 

When the two disciples heard him say this, they followed 
Jesus. 


cjipcNpeu; 6e 6 ’It]cjo{^ Kai eeaaatiEvoq airtohq 
aKokouGotivTaq Xeyei auioiq, Ti ^titeite; oi 6 e elnav axrcq), 
‘Pappi {6 AiyExai p£0£ppriv£\XDp.£vov AtSaamkE,} nob 

|l£V£l^; 

Conversus autem Iesus et videns eos sequentes se dicit eis: 
“Quid quaeritis? Qui dixerunt ei: “Rabbi — quod dicitur 
interpretatum Magister — ubi manes? 

Turning around, Jesus saw them following and asked, 
“What do you want?” They said, “Rabbi” (which means 
“Teacher”), “where are you staying?” 
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\tyzi amolg, "Ep^eciGe Kai 6\jre<j0e. f|A.0av oiW rai et6av 
tto-O jievet, Kai nap’ ama) ep,eivav if)v piiepav eKdvrjv- 
wpa f|v cog 6eKarr|. 

Dicit eis: “Venite et videbitis”. Venerunt ergo et viderunt, 
ubi maneret, et apud eum manserunt die illo; hora erat 
quasi decima. 

“Come,” he replied, “and you will see.” So they went and 
saw where he was staying, and they spent that day with 
him. It was about four in the afternoon. 
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Preface 



The following work — written especially for the lay reader 
— is meant as an aid to reflection on the Gospel passage of 
each day of the liturgical year C-l (Sundays: Cycle C, 
Weekdays: Cycle 1). At times the comment is exegetical, 
at times homiletic, at times more wide-ranging. It is hoped 
that these thoughts on the daily Gospel may assist in 
appreciating the living Person of Jesus Christ, Son of God 
and our brother, risen from the dead and Head of the 
Church which is his creation. He is the Redeemer of man. 
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Father Edward Tyler 






The Nicene Creed 


I believe in one God, the Father almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 
of all things visible and invisible. 

I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Only Begotten 
Son of God, born of the Father before all ages. 

God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father; 
Through him all things were made. 

For us men and for our salvation he came down from 
heaven, and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin 
Mary, and became man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate, 

he suffered death and was buried, and rose again on the 
third day in accordance with the Scriptures. 
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He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of 

the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the 
dead and his kingdom will have no end. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is adored and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 

I believe in one, holy, catholic, and apostolic Church. 

I confess one baptism for the forgiveness of sins 
and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead 
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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Introduction 


The Sunday Gospel passages of the Lectionary follow a 
three-year cycle (A, B, C), in the third year (C) of which 
the Gospel of Saint Mark is generally read. This semi- 
continuous reading of Mark during the Sundays of 
Ordinary Time (Year C) is interrupted by the reading of 
passages from the other Gospels (such as John) during the 
special liturgical seasons of Advent, Christmastide, Lent 
and Easter. Occasionally the Gospel of John is read also 
during the Sundays of Ordinary Time Year C. 

The weekday Gospel passages are so arranged that portions 
of all four Gospels are read each year. Mark is read first 
(First to Ninth Wee), then Matthew (Tenth to Twenty-first 
Week), then Luke (Twenty-second to Thirty-fourth Week). 
Mark chapters 1-12 are read in their entirety, with the 
exception only of the two passages of Mark 6 tgat are read 
on weekdays in other seasons. From Matthew and Luke the 
readings comprise all the matters not contained in Mark 
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Christ’s eschatological discourse as contained in Luke is 
read at the end of the liturgical year. 

This continuous reading is often interrupted by the Gospels 
of solemnities and feast days, and of course during the 
special liturgical seasons. For instance, the Gospel of St 
John is read throughout Easter, and is used during the 
special liturgical seasons of Advent, Christmastide and 
Lent where appropriate. 

The first reading and psalm of weekdays are arranged in a 
two-year cycle (1 and 2). In this book the first readings and 
psalms for Year 1 are cited in the Scripture references 
listed before the Gospel passage. The thoughts on the 
Gospels in this book are for Sundays Year C, and for the 
weekdays and feast days (and some special occasions) 
throughout the year. 
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St Mary of the Cross MacKillop (August 8).2586 

Saint Lawrence, deacon and martyr (August 10).2592 

Vigil of the Assumption of Blessed Virgin Mary (August 14).... 2599 

The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary (August 15).2604 

Feast of Saint Bartholomew, Apostle (August 24).2611 

Memorial of the Martyrdom of Saint John the Baptist (August 29) 
......2619 

Feast of the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary (September 8). 2626 

Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross (September 14).2632 

Memorial of Our Lady of Sorrows (September 15).2639 

Feast of Saint Matthew, Apostle and Evangelist (September 21) 2646 
Feast of Saints Michael, Gabriel, and Raphael, archangels 

(September 29).2652 

The Guardian Angels (October 2).2658 

Feast of Saint Luke, Evangelist (October 18).2664 

Feast of St. Simon and St. Jude, Apostles (October 28).2670 

Solemnity of All Saints (November 1).2676 

The Commemoration of All the Faithful Departed (November 2) 
.2682 
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Feast of the Dedication of the St John Lateran Basilica in Rome 


(November 9).2689 

Feast of Saint Andrew, Apostle (November 30).2697 

Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

(December 8).2703 

Our Lady of Guadalupe (December 12).2712 

Feast of Saint Stephen, the risen Christ's first martyr (Dec 26) ... 2718 

Feast of Saint John, Apostle and evangelist (December 27).2724 

Feast of the Holy Innocents, martyrs (December 28).2730 


Special Occasions 


Day of the Nation (For example: Australia Day, January 26).2737 

Day of the Fallen (For example: Anzac Day, Australia April 25) 2743 

Vocations Sunday (The Fourth Sunday of Easter).2749 

Sunday for Indigenous Peoples (The First Sunday in July).2759 

Refugee-Migrant Sunday (Celebrated in August in Australia).... 2764 
World Mission Sunday (Celebrated near the 2 nd -last Sunday of 
October in Australia).2772 
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First Sunday of Advent 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 25 (24): 1-3 To you, I lift up my 
soul, O my God. In you, I have trusted; let me not be put 
to shame. Nor let my enemies exult over me; and let none 
who hope in you be put to shame. 

Collect Grant your faithful, we pray, almighty God, the 
resolve to run forth to meet your Christ with righteous 
deeds at his coming, so that, gathered at his right hand, 
they may be worthy to possess the heavenly kingdom. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Jeremiah 33:14-16; Psalm 25:4-5, 8-9, 
10, 14; 1 Thessalonians 3:12-4:2; Luke 21:25-28, 34-36 

Jesus said to his disciples: “There will be signs in the 
sun, the moon, and the stars, and on earth nations will be 
in dismay, perplexed by the roaring of the sea and the 
waves. People will die of fright in anticipation of what is 
coming upon the world, for the powers of the heavens will 
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be shaken. And then they will see the Son of Man coming 
in a cloud with power and great glory. But when these 
signs begin to happen, stand erect and raise your heads 
because your redemption is at hand. “Beware that your 
hearts do not become drowsy from carousing and 
drunkenness and the anxieties of daily life, and that day 
catch you by surprise like a trap. For that day will assault 
everyone who lives on the face of the earth. Be vigilant at 
all times and pray that you have the strength to escape the 
tribulations that are imminent and to stand before the Son 
of Man. ” (Luke 21:25-28, 34-36) 

Christ’s coming Today is the first day and the first 
Sunday of the liturgical season of Advent, marking the 
beginning of the new liturgical year. We prepare for the 
celebration of the coming of Christ at Bethlehem by 
thinking of the various comings of God to man. The 
understanding of time possessed by a non-believer — say, 
a Buddhist — is necessarily different from that of one who 
expects the coming of the One who will save and who will 
judge. The fundamental attitude of a person who accepts 
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divine Revelation is that of expectation and preparation. 
Time is perceived not as a mere succession of events which 
are enjoyed or endured or repeated with little prospect of a 
final resolution or outcome. Time has had a beginning and 
it will have an end. It is this attitude involving memory, 
expectation and preparation which is renewed during the 
liturgical season of Advent. We remember the many 
centuries of expectation and preparation characterized by 
prophecies of the promised Messiah. We remember the 
prophecies of the prophet Isaiah and the prophet Malachi, 
and many others who pointed people in the direction of 
One who would save and who would judge. We think of 
the moment when in the Temple and in the presence of 
Mary and Joseph, Simeon’s expectation was fulfilled as he 
held in his arms the One who had been promised. We 
think of John the Baptist who announced the imminent 
arrival of the Messiah. The expectation of this great future 
event shaped the spiritual life of God’s chosen people. 
Obviously, the notion of time which shaped the chosen 
people’s attitude to life was profoundly different from that 
prevailing among the peoples of classical times. Now, 
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what has all this to do with us, because we know that the 
Messiah has already arrived? The Church in presenting to 
us the Gospel of today, reminds us that expectation and 
preparation still characterizes the stance of the Christian. 
The Messiah who has come will come again. That is to 
say, while he has come, we must also prepare for his future 
coming. He comes to us in his grace, and finally at the end. 

Our Lord’s words today speak of his final coming 
(Luke 21:25-28, 34-36). He will come to save and to 
redeem — he tells his disciples that “ when these signs 
begin to happen, stand erect and raise your heads because 
your redemption is at hand .” They are to live in such a way 
that they will be able to await the coming of Jesus with 
confidence. Therefore “ beware that your hearts do not 
become drowsy from carousing and drunkenness and the 
anxieties of daily life ”, for if they do, then that day when 
Christ comes will “ catch you by surprise like a trap .” 
Christ’s first coming at Bethlehem was above all to save — 
to save his people from their sins. He came to call sinners 
to repentance, and to take away the sin of the world. When 
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he comes again at the end he will save and redeem those 
who have accepted his call, but those who have not done so 
will be judged and sentenced. The point, though, is that we 
are to live in the memory of the past event and in 
preparation for the future event. But now, if we are to do 
this we must recover a profound sense of sin. The lack of 
this is, as the great and saintly Pope Pius XII once wrote, 
the sin of our age. Characteristically, we of our age do not 
consider sin as being of much importance. But sin is the 
world’s greatest problem, and so the lack of a sense of this 
is the most important lack in the world. This is the issue on 
which life and the world hinges. If the fact of sin is denied 
and the sense of sin neglected, our life and the life of the 
world rests on a brink, a knife-edge. The sense of sin gives 
a profoundly cutting edge to our expectation of Christ’s 
coming. It helps us to see that the world is in a precarious 
position in view of the final coming of Jesus Christ to 
judge the world. What would happen to us and to the 
world (steeped in sin) were Christ to come suddenly now? 
It is only if we are living in him and living a good life in 
his sight that such a coming will be a “redemption”. If we 
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are not, it will be a “tribulation.” For the non-believer, 
Pascal’s “wager” is important to remember. Little will be 
lost and everything gained by betting on Christ and his 
coming. The most realistic thing to do is to prepare for the 
coming of Jesus Christ — be it at our death, be it in his 
comings in grace during our life, or be it at the very end of 
all — together with a lively sense of sin, a sense of sin that 
seeks the pardon of our Redeemer. 

Let us today renew our attitude of expectation and 
preparation, but with a lively sense of our sinful condition. 
Our life is meant by God to be one of remembering his first 
coming and preparing for his future coming. In the 
memory of the past and in the light of the future let us live 
in a way that pleases him. Let us also seek his pardon for 
our sins. Let us during this season meditate on what he has 
done, and think much of what he will do. It is within these 
great parameters that we are called to live generously our 
Christian life. 


Vb»©«dv 
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Monday of the First Week of Advent 


Entrance Antiphon Cf. Jer 31: 10; Is 35: 4 Hear the word 
of the Lord, O nations; declare it to the distant lands: 
Behold, our Saviour will come; you need no longer fear. 

Collect Keep us alert, we pray, O Lord our God, as we 
await the advent of Christ your Son, so that, when he 
comes and knocks, he may find us watchful in prayer and 
exultant in his praise. Who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Isaiah 4:2-6; Ps. 122:1-9; Matthew 8:5-11 

When Jesus entered Capharnaum, there came to him 
a centurion asking, “Lord, my servant lies at home sick of 
the palsy and is grievously tormented. ” And Jesus said to 
him, “I will come and heal him. ” The centurion answered, 
“Lord, I am not worthy to have you enter under my roof, 
but only say the word and my servant will be healed. For I 
also am a man subject to authority having under me 
soldiers; and I say to this, Go, and he goes, and to another, 
Come, and he comes, and to my servant, Do this, and he 
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does it. ” Jesus hearing this, marvelled. He said to those 
who followed him, “Amen I say to you, I have not found so 
great faith in Israel. I say to you that many will come from 
the east and the west and will sit down with Abraham, and 
Isaac, and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven. ” (Matthew 
8:5-11) 

Prayer of faith Our Lord at times holds up, for 
emulation by his disciples, various figures he comes across 
in his ministry. On one occasion he was seated in the 
Temple and saw a poor unnoticed widow approach the 
treasury and place in two small coins, whereas the well-off 
people put in a great deal. Our Lord called his disciples to 
him and pointed to her saying that she had put in more than 
all the others because she had put in all she had to live on. 
They had put in what they did not need anyway. On 
another occasion he was in the home of Martha and Mary, 
and Martha was distracted and anxious about the serving. 
She came to our Lord to complain about her sister who was 
spending all her time simply listening to him and not 
helping at all. Our Lord gently corrected Martha, and held 
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up before her the example of her sister Mary. At that 
particular moment Mary was doing the one thing 
necessary, which was to give her whole attention to the 
word of Christ. On another occasion he was dining in the 
house of a Pharisee and a woman who had a bad reputation 
came in and washed his feet with her repentant tears. Our 
Lord held her up before the Pharisee as an example of love 
and repentance. The Pharisee compared poorly with her. 
In his stories our Lord at times held up surprising persons 
for imitation. There is the story of the Good Samaritan. 
The priest and the Levite failed badly in charity while the 
Samaritan, a foreigner and a heretic, was admirable. Our 
Lord’s questioner (he had posed a question to our Lord to 
test him) was told to contemplate that Samaritan, and to go 
and do the same himself. In our Gospel passage today 
(Matthew 8:5-11) our Lord holds up a pagan as an example 
of faith. There is no suggestion in the text that the Roman 
centurion adhered to the Jewish religion, though he 
sympathized with it. What is especially admirable is the 
quality of the centurion’s prayer. It is distinguished by its 
faith and its humility. He certainly believed that our Lord 
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could do what he was asking of him and he regarded 
himself humbly. He considered himself unworthy of 
having the Person of Christ grace the door of his house. 

So excellent was the prayer of the centurion that our 
Lord, the Son of God made man and the Saviour of the 
world, was amazed. He turned and declared that he had 
not found faith like this in all Israel — presumably, that is, 
among the many crowds who had followed him during his 
ministry to that point. Our Lord was expressing his 
admiration in these high terms so as to praise the 
centurion’s faith and to point to him as an example to the 
crowd that was following him. It scarcely needs to be said 
that the faith of the centurion could not compare with, say, 
the faith of Christ’s own mother of whom Elizabeth had 
declared that she was blessed for having believed what was 
told her by the Lord. Other examples of magnificent faith 
could be given, such as Joseph the foster-father of Christ, 
Simeon and Anna, St John the Baptist and our Lord’s own 
very first disciples. But the centurion showed a striking 
faith nevertheless, and that it was such we know on the 
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word of Christ. So, just as we learn from the example of 
the widow in the Temple, so too we can learn much from 
this centurion, a man outside the fold of revealed religion. 
Indeed, the Church has taken his prayer and uses it every 
time Mass is celebrated. Just before the Body and Blood of 
Christ is given to the congregation at Mass the priest holds 
up the Eucharistic Jesus and, together with the entire 
congregation, repeats the prayer of our centurion. “Lord, I 
am not worthy that you should come under my roof. Say 
but the word and my soul will be healed.’' Let us resolve 
really to mean this when we say it in union with the priest 
at Mass. Let it become a frequent prayer in our life. We 
ought often ask Christ to come and make us what we 
should be, healing us of our spiritual infirmities and our 
sinful condition. Let us often make what we might call 
spiritual communions, uniting ourselves with the risen and 
living Jesus, especially the Eucharistic Jesus who resides 
constantly in the Tabernacles of the Catholic Church. We 
should invite Christ into our hearts and a good prayer to do 
so would be the prayer of the centurion, prayed with real 
faith and humility. 
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Our Lord tells us elsewhere in the Gospel that we 
ought pray always and never lose heart. He has given us 
the Lord’s Prayer as the model and summary of our prayer, 
and in today’s Gospel we learn from him that faith and 
humility ought distinguish our entire approach to him. Let 
us strive to be like the centurion in all the requests we place 
before Christ. This prayer of the centurion serves as a 
model for our prayers of petition to Christ our Lord. 

-- 
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Tuesday of the First Week of Advent 


Entrance Antiphon Cf. Zee 14: 5, 7 Behold, the Lord 
will come, and all his holy ones with him; and on that day 
there will be a great light. 

Collect Look with favour, Lord God, on our petitions, 
and in our trials grant us your compassionate help, that, 
consoled by the presence of your Son, whose coming we 
now await, we may be tainted no longer by the corruption 
of former ways. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Isaiah 11:1-10; Ps. 72:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17; 

Luke 10:21-24 

In that same hour, Jesus rejoiced in the Holy Spirit 
and said: “I praise you, O Father, Lord of heaven and 
earth, because you have hidden these things from the wise 
and learned, and have revealed them to little ones. Yes 
Father, for so it has seemed good in your sight. All things 
have been entrusted to me by my Father; and no one knows 
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who the Son is but the Father; and who the Father is but 
the Son, and those to whom the Son will reveal him. ” 
Turning to his disciples he said, “Blessed are the eyes that 
see what you see. For I say to you that many prophets and 
kings have desired to see the things that you see, and have 
not seen them; and to hear the things that you hear, and 
have not heard them. ” (Luke 10:21-24) 

The One and the Only The Dalai Lama once said 
something to the effect that Christ was an instance of the 
Buddha, or an incarnation of him. The gist of his 
observation was that Christ was one case among many in 
history of all that the Buddha was and represented. 
Presumably his idea was that the spirit of the Buddha 
pervades and is manifested in the great religious founders 
of history. One of the Roman Emperors had statues of 
various religious figures, including Moses and Christ. 
They were all deities, as far as he was concerned. When 
our Lord asked his disciples who people were saying the 
Son of Man is, he received various answers. Some, his 
disciples reported, said that he was Elijah, others that he 
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was John the Baptist come back again, others that he was 
one of the prophets of old. Our Lord knew what people 
were saying of him, but he really wanted from his disciples 
a profession of who he truly was. Simon Peter spoke up. 
“You are the Christ ,” he said, “the Son of the living God.” 
Our Lord immediately declared Simon to be blessed and to 
have been greatly favoured by God. Simon’s awareness 
that Jesus was the Messiah and, more than this, that he was 
the very Son of God was a grace given to him from above. 
Christ was no ordinary prophet, nor was he simply the 
greatest of them. He was the long promised Messiah, the 
One whom God would give to the world to establish his 
Kingdom. There is no one greater in God’s sight than this 
Messiah. He is the King of kings who brings the blessings 
of heaven to the earth. Such was Simon’s profession: Jesus 
is the Messiah, and more still, he is God the Son. In our 
Gospel passage today, our Lord exults that the Father has 
revealed this to the humble ones, and praises his heavenly 
Father for revealing the Son to them. “No one knows who 
the Son is except the Father, and who the Father is except 
the Son and anyone to whom the Son wishes to reveal him ” 
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(Luke 10:21-24). Our passage extols the uniqueness of 
Jesus Christ. The constant tendency will be to regard 
Christ as simply one great man among many, and his 
doctrine as simply one great one among many, carrying 
little more value than the many others that are on offer in 
human history. 

It is commonly thought that, well, Christianity may be 
the best of the religions in terms of lofty attainments and 
quality, but the most that can be said for it is that it is the 
best — with others having their validity and perhaps being 
almost as good. Our passage today is one among several in 
which our Lord speaks of his uniqueness. He is supremely 
the Lord and King and no one else shares with him his 
supreme status. God has handed to him the lordship over 
everything. “A// things have been handed over to me by my 
Father .” In the intimacy of his circle of disciples, our Lord 
calmly claimed this universal lordship over all. All things 
have been given to him by the Father — not just many or 
most. When he had risen from the dead, he stated 
explicitly again that all authority in heaven and on earth 
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had been given to him. They, his disciples, were to go to 
the whole world, then, and make disciples of all the 
nations, baptizing them and teaching them to observe all he 
had commanded (Matthew 28:18). The whole world is 
called by God to accept Jesus as the Lord and King. It is 
an extraordinary and wonderful thing that the world has a 
Lord and King, but this fact has to be heard, learnt and 
accepted. He is the world’s Saviour and the source of its 
renewal and its hope. I remember watching a television 
debate many years ago between a Jewish Rabbi and a 
Protestant theologian. The Rabbi (understandably) 
attacked the theologian over the Christian teaching that 
Christ is the only way to God. Sadly, the theologian 
retreated from this Christian claim, and yet that is exactly 
what our Lord claims. No one can come to the Father 
except through me, he told his disciples at the Last Supper. 
He is the only name by which men can be saved, Peter told 
the Sanhedrin in The Acts of the Apostles (4:12). Just how 
this is to be understood is a further matter and it certainly 
does not mean that only Christians can be saved, but it does 
mean that whoever is saved is saved only through Christ, 
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and Christ is present and active through the Church which 
he founded on Peter and the Apostles. Our Gospel today 
speaks of the supreme Lordship of Christ, and of how it is 
the Father who reveals this to the men and women of each 
generation. 

Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, the one and only 
Saviour of the world, the only way to the Father. All 
things have been entrusted to him by the Father. In his 
hands has been placed all authority in heaven and on earth. 
As our Lord says in today’s Gospel, “ Blessed are the eyes 
that see what you see. For I say to you, many prophets and 
kings desired to see what you see, but did not see it, and to 
hear what you hear, but did not hear it.” Let us accept 
Christ as our all. 
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Wednesday of the First Week of Advent 


Entrance Antiphon Cf. Heb 2: 3; 1 Cor 4: 5 The Lord will 
come and he will not delay. He will illumine what is 
hidden in darkness and reveal himself to all the nations. 

Collect Prepare our hearts, we pray, O Lord our God, by 
your divine power, so that at the coming of Christ your Son 
we may be found worthy of the banquet of eternal life and 
merit to receive heavenly nourishment from his hands. 
Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Isaiah 25:6-10a; Psalm 23:l-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6; 
Matthew 15:29-37 

At that time: Jesus walked by the Sea of Galilee, went 
up on the mountain, and sat down there. Great crowds 
came to him, having with them the lame, the blind, the 
deformed, the mute, and many others. They placed them at 
his feet, and he cured them. The crowds were amazed 
when they saw the mute speaking, the deformed made 
whole, the lame walking, and the blind able to see, and 
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they glorified the God of Israel. Jesus summoned his 
disciples and said, “My heart is moved with pity for the 
crowd, for they have been with me now for three days and 
have nothing to eat. I do not want to send them away 
hungry, for fear they may collapse on the way. ” The 
disciples said to him, “Where could we ever get enough 
bread in this deserted place to satisfy such a crowd?” 
Jesus said to them, “How many loaves do you have?” 
“Seven, ” they replied, “and a few fish. ” He ordered the 
crowd to sit down on the ground. Then he took the seven 
loaves and the fish, gave thanks, broke the loaves, and 
gave them to the disciples, who in turn gave them to the 
crowds. They all ate and were satisfied. They picked up 
the fragments left over - seven baskets full. (Matthew 
15:29-37) 

Mercy At various points in the New Testament our 
Lord’s miracles are referred to as “mighty works”. Our 
Lord did great things during his public ministry, a brief 
span of time lasting, it seems, some two and a half to three 
years. We have a sample of them reported in our Gospel 
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passage today: “ Great crowds came to him, having with 
them the lame, the blind, the deformed, the mute, and many 
others. They placed them at his feet, and he cured them. 
The crowds were amazed when they saw the mute 
speaking, the deformed made whole, the lame walking, 
and the blind able to see, and they glorified the God of 
Israel ” (Matthew 15:29-37). He raised the dead (the son of 
the widow of Nain, the daughter of Jairus, Lazarus the 
brother of Martha and Mary, and possibly others). He cast 
out numerous demons, including ones that had defied all 
exorcisms to that point. He was invincible in debate, and 
those who were sent to arrest him returned reduced to a 
form of submission before his spiritual majesty. They 
reported to their masters that no one had ever spoken as he 
spoke. Even the Roman Procurator could see that he was 
above reproach and that the Jewish leaders wanted to be rid 
of him because of jealousy. He walked on a turbulent sea, 
and calmed a raging storm at a word. In the Garden of 
Gethsemane, at the moment of his arrest the guards and 
soldiers fell back at hearing him, even to the ground (John 
18:6). So, one very striking feature of Jesus’ person was 
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his very power. He could do so much, and do it at a word. 
In our Gospel passage today, after restoring so many who 
were sick and physically afflicted, he went on to feed 
thousands of people with a pittance of food. There was 
nothing he could not do if he chose. If it had been his 
mission on earth — which it decidedly was not — he could 
have been invincible in military and political conquest for 
the sake of a “kingdom of God”. Satan offered him the 
world, if he would but worship him. The Devil knew the 
unique quality of this man. But he mistook him entirely, 
for Christ’s mission was not political or military. He had 
come to put his almighty power to one work, that of taking 
away the sin of the world and sanctifying sinful man. 

Importantly, this divine power of Jesus Christ 
manifested his compassion, and that of the Father whom 
Jesus revealed. His almighty power showed forth his 
holiness and compassion. It was manifested in mercy. His 
holiness was sheer love. It is this love of which we are 
given a glimpse in today’s Gospel passage: “My heart is 
moved with pity for the crowd, for they have been with me 
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now for three days and have nothing to eat. I do not want 
to send them away hungry, for fear they may collapse on 
the way ” (Matthew 15:29-37). Our Lord in his works 
revealed a God of pure love and mercy, and were this not 
revealed, man would hardly have discovered it. Without 
this revelation, man tends to think of God as remote and 
distant, indifferent or harsh and threatening. With it, all is 
different. All that we see, this immensely vast universe 
which reveals so much power, is a revelation of his 
almighty love. What God does, he does out of love, a holy 
love for us. At various stages in modem history there has 
been discussion of the likelihood or otherwise of persons 
living in other planetary systems — a speculation fuelled 
by claims of flying saucers appearing in the ambit of our 
planet. Whatever of that, the mere fact that God became 
one of us shows the extraordinary love that the Creator has 
for us here on earth. God became one of us and, 
momentously, in his humanity he died for us. In this sense, 
we are the centre of the universe, and this is an implication 
of the first chapter of Genesis in which the sun and moon 
and stars which God creates are all seen as the framework 


- 52 - 



for man and his calling. The point is that man is the object 
of the one almighty Creator’s special affection. Man is 
made primarily in the image of God — and not primarily in 
the image of other things. His person and his being is the 
manifestation and the result of God’s love. God’s almighty 
power manifests itself in his loving compassion. This is 
the meaning of life and the universe, even though that 
meaning can only be discovered by recourse to divine 
Revelation. Our Lord in today’s Gospel shows what God 
is like. He is full of compassion and looks on our 
difficulties with love and mercy. We have every reason to 
trust him and turn to him for his fatherly aid. 

Let us place ourselves in the Gospel scene, viewing 
with love the abundant power of Christ, a power which he 
exercises in compassion for man in need. Christ our Lord 
is the revelation of almighty God who is rich in mercy. His 
might manifests itself in mercy. God is love, and our 
Gospel passage today is one instance of the revelation of 
this in the ministry of Christ our Lord. 

-- 
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Thursday of the First Week of Advent 


Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 119 (118): 151-152 You, O 
Lord, are close, and all your ways are truth. From of old I 
have known of your decrees, for you are eternal. 

Collect Stir up your power, O Lord, and come to our help 
with mighty strength, that what our sins impede the grace 
of your mercy may hasten. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Isaiah 26:1-6; Ps 118:1, 8-9, 19-21, 25- 
27a; Matthew 7:21, 24-27 

Jesus said to his disciples: “Not everyone who says to 
me, ‘Lord, Lord, ’ will enter the Kingdom of heaven, but 
only the one who does the will of my Father in heaven. 
“Everyone who listens to these words of mine and acts on 
them will be like a wise man who built his house on rock. 
The rain fell, the floods came, and the winds blew and 
buffeted the house. But it did not collapse; it had been set 
solidly on rock. And everyone who listens to these words 
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of mine but does not act on them will be like a fool who 
built his house on sand. The min fell, the floods came, and 
the winds blew and buffeted the house. And it collapsed 
and was completely ruined. ” (Matthew 7:21, 24-27) 

The foundation Despite many exceptions, all know 
that one of the greatest joys of life is marriage. A young 
man or woman naturally looks forward to finding a spouse, 
marrying and having a family. A young couple meet, come 
to know one another, and make the decision to marry. The 
wedding day is a day of joy to them and to their families. 
They naturally consider how to build a secure, good and 
happy life. They plan future employment, they plan to 
have their children, and they consider many other aspects 
of their life. The question facing them is how to live, how 
to build on rock, as it were, so that if difficulties come their 
house will stand. Such a question is premised on the 
obvious uncertainty and transience of life. A secure 
foundation must be sought. So much can cut across our 
plans and hopes, and bring disruption and sorrow. This 
applies not only to the life of individuals but to the life of 
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whole societies. How will the house stand? What 
foundations must we lay to ensure the future? Philosophies 
have been constructed and offered purporting to provide a 
true foundation in life, but do they achieve this purpose? 
Consider some of the most notorious of modern 
philosophical systems, such as that of Friedrich Nietzsche 
(1844-1900), or that of Engels (1820-1895) and Marx 
(1818-1883). Others could be mentioned — absurd 
systems that led to incalculable suffering in regimes and in 
the lives of persons who adopted them. This question of 
the foundation is the question our Lord answers in today’s 
Gospel passage (Matthew 7:21, 24-27). He speaks of the 
wise and prudent man who, foreseeing the wind and the 
rain and the floods, chooses to build his house not on sand 
but on rock. The house remained secure when the 
elements beat against it. Now, what is it to build our house 
on rock? It is to listen to the words of our Lord and to put 
them into practice. It is to act on them. Every parent who 
aspires to give his or her child a true start in life, every 
couple that intends to build a good marriage, must take to 
heart this teaching of our Lord, a simple teaching so easy to 
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comprehend and so demanding to implement. They must 
hear the word of Christ and put it into practice. 

So then, if we wish to build our life and the lives of 
those who depend on us on a truly secure foundation, we 
must look to the words and the teaching of our Lord, and 
be truly committed to putting that teaching into practice. 
Let us interrogate ourselves, to what extent are we giving 
heartfelt consideration to the words and the teaching of our 
Lord? Are our children learning this point at all? It is the 
most important point of all to be learnt in the ongoing 
education of life. The time will inevitably come when all 
else will fail — especially at the point of death. I once 
knew a person very well whose whole life was lived with 
little thought for God. Well on in life he suffered a stroke 
and his last days were a continual and helpless protest 
against his situation. But nothing and no one could help 
him. There was nothing he could lean on, nothing to 
support him. All that remained was God on whom he 
continually depended, but he had never learnt that God 
alone was his rock and his stay. His life ended tragically 
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and angrily. His house had no rock on which to stand, and 
when the storms came, his house fell. By contrast, 
consider the person whose life is lived in a constantly 
growing desire to depend on God and on his holy will. The 
time for the end finally comes and he entrusts himself into 
the keeping of the One who has been his support and 
constant foundation. The rain, the wind and the floods 
arrive in his sickness and in the final tribulation of his last 
moments, but he is happy because the house stands. It is 
founded on rock. That rock is God and the determination 
to know the will of God and to put it into practice. 

Let us learn the lesson of our Lord’s words of today 
while we have time in our hands. Life is short, eternity 
long. Life is fragile and transient, and the wind, the rain 
and the floods will surely come. Let us build our house on 
rock and not on sand. That rock is love for Jesus Christ, 
faith in his person and his word, total acceptance of his 
teaching and obedience to it in life. 

-- 
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Friday of the First Week of Advent 


Entrance Antiphon Behold, the Lord will come descending 
with splendour to visit his people with peace, and he will 
bestow on them eternal life. 

Collect Stir up your power, we pray, O Lord, and come, 
that with you to protect us, we may find rescue from the 
pressing dangers of our sins, and with you to set us free, we 
may be found worthy of salvation. Who live and reign 
with God the Lather in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Isaiah 29:17-24; Psalm 27:1, 4, 13-14; 

Matthew 9:27-31 

As Jesus passed from there, there followed him two 
blind men crying out, “Have mercy on us, Son of David!” 
When he had arrived at the house the blind men came to 
him and Jesus said to them, “Do you believe, that I can do 
this for you?” They said to him, “Yes, Lord.” Then he 
touched their eyes saying, “According to your faith, be it 
done to you. ” Their eyes were opened and Jesus strictly 
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charged them, saying, “See that no one learns of this. ’’ But 
going out they spread his fame throughout that country. 
(Matthew 9:27-31) 

Man’s basic need One of the signs of a great 
photographer is his ability to capture in a photographic shot 
something of the significance of the subject of his photo. 
Like a great painting, it contains more than just the bare 
subject. One great and famous photo was that of a 
Vietnamese child running from a scene of fire and mayhem 
during the Vietnamese war, with terror and tears etched on 
her face. It was posted all over the world. In the eyes of 
all, that photo sums up the tragedy of war, apart from any 
discussion of blame. An artist may paint a picture that 
captures the spirit of an era or the legend of a person, such 
as a famous painting of a woman leading a mob action 
during the French Revolution, or a romantic painting of 
Napoleon on horseback, rearing in action. I suggest that 
similarly the opening scene of our Gospel passage today 
carries a resonance far beyond its mere scene. We read 
that “ As Jesus passed from there, two blind men followed 
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him crying out, “Have mercy on us, Son of David!” Two 
blind men following along in their hopeless darkness, 
perhaps helping one another, perhaps depending on this or 
that person who was willing to guide them — what a 
picture this is of much of human life in all its struggle! 
Consider what might have been their history. Perhaps they 
lost their sight, perhaps they never had it. Perhaps they had 
been friends over a long time, perhaps over a short time. 
Perhaps they lacked family or friends to help them. In any 
case, here they clearly needed one another. Mankind is 
fallen as a result of the rebellion of our first parents against 
God. The story of so much of human history is one of 
difficulty, struggle and misery, while containing so many 
achievements nevertheless. Much blindness and darkness 
hangs over the story of man and he cries out for pity and 
mercy. It is this need which fuels so much of religion and 
which, all too often, is not dispelled by the religions of 
man. We might think of the religion of the Aztecs or the 
Incas and some of the appalling ceremonies which it 
entailed. It represented a cry for help amid the profound 
and sin-sodden darkness of their benighted religion. 
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Yes, the cry for mercy and pity — “have mercy on 
us!” — is the cry that rises continually and inexorably from 
the heart of mankind. It leads man to look heavenwards 
and beyond the clouds. He searches the heavens, as it 
were, trying to see or hear an answer and, depending on his 
era or locality, he thinks he hears this or that voice or sees 
this or that figure. It can sadly happen that much of what 
he hears is basically a projection of his yearnings and his 
experience of fallen man and his broken life. But a true 
and objective answer has indeed come from the heavens 
and it is a magnificently clear and definite answer, one that 
has come from the very highest, from the Lord God 
himself. God has visited his people, and through his 
chosen people he has come to mankind. He has chosen to 
make his home with man. God so loved the world that he 
sent his only begotten Son, not to condemn the world for its 
wilful and sad blindness and sins, but to save all who 
otherwise would be lost. Jesus is God’s answer to the 
prayer of man for pity and mercy. Thus it is to Jesus that 
the two blind men cry out for mercy. He is the object of 
their petition. There is now a great light shining in the 
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darkness of the world and that light is Christ. He is the 
light of the world, and to the extent that he is absent from 
the life of an individual or a people, to that extent does 
darkness prevail there. The greatest darkness is that which 
derives from sin. Now, modern man all too often lacks 
even the sense of sin. His cry for pity and mercy does not 
touch the root of his blindness, which is his inherited and 
chosen sinfulness. His cry for mercy ought especially be 
mercy for his sin. Furthermore, modern man must learn 
where the remedy is found. It is found in the Person of 
Jesus. It is to Jesus, the Son of David, that the blind men 
directed their heartfelt appeal. So must we direct our 
appeal to Jesus, and we ought do it every day of our lives. 
Our fundamental call is to holiness of life and the 
overcoming of sin. Apart from Christ this is impossible. 
He alone takes away the sin of the world. With him, the 
darkness of sin is dispelled and the way to holiness in him 
is laid open. Let us place ourselves in the company of the 
blind men and appeal to Christ. 
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Christ can be found. He can be pointed to and 
approached. He lives now and is very accessible. Where 
is he? He is to be found above all in his Church, the 
Church he founded on the Apostles with Peter at their 
head. He dwells in his body the Church, and through the 
word and sacraments of the Church he ministers to us who 
so greatly need him, just as he ministered to the two blind 
men. Most especially, he is the most holy and august 
Eucharist. Let us resolve to approach him, receive him, 
embrace him, live for him and live in him. For if we live in 
him we shall rise and reign with him. 

-- 
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Saturday of the first week of Advent 


Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 80 (79): 4, 2 Come and show us 
your face, O Lord, who are seated upon the Cherubim, and 
we will be saved. 

Collect O God, who sent your Only Begotten Son into this 
world to free the human race from its ancient enslavement, 
bestow on those who devoutly await him the grace of your 
compassion from on high, that we may attain the prize of 
true freedom. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Isaiah 30:19-21.23-26; Psalm 147:1-6; 

Matthew 9:35-10:1.6-8 

Jesus went through all the towns and villages, 
teaching in their synagogues, preaching the good news of 
the kingdom and healing every disease and sickness. When 
he saw the crowds, he had compassion on them, because 
they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a 
shepherd. Then he said to his disciples, The harvest is 
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plentiful but the workers are few. Ask the Lord of the 
harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest 
field. He called his twelve disciples to him and gave them 
authority to drive out evil spirits and to heal every disease 
and sickness. These twelve Jesus sent out with the 
following instructions: Go rather to the lost sheep of Israel. 
As you go, preach this message: ‘The kingdom of heaven is 
near. ’ Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse those who 
have leprosy, drive out demons. Freely you have received, 
freely give. (Matthew 9:35-10:1, 5a, 6-8) 

The divine compassion I know one British 
university professor of studies in religion who insists with 
considerable erudition that Buddhism does not allow for a 
loving creator. He himself is a convert to Catholicism 
from Buddhism. Buddhism, of course, is a response to the 
problem of evil and suffering. That is not to say that what 
we might call the very agnosticism of Buddhism is founded 
simply on the problem of evil and suffering, but Buddhism 
certainly reminds us of that problem. Buddhism 
constitutes a flight away from a perceived bad world that is 
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the source of evil and suffering for man. This flight is not 
a path towards a positive union with God but a path 
towards a state of detachment, or indifference to the things 
of this life. The Christian system does not allow that 
detachment alone and in itself is the purpose of life. Of 
itself this will not bring the happiness for which the heart 
of man yearns. Rather, detachment is a step towards 
attachment — attachment to God and his holy will. That 
having been said, Buddhism reminds us of a few great facts 
— and one is that the evil and suffering experienced by 
man has ever been a problem for theism. There is so much 
evil and suffering. If there is a God, where is he and what 
is he about? Many religious people become irritated with 
God’s apparent inactivity. He seems silent, making no 
difference. Some persons come to think he is just a pie in 
the sky, a phantom. Some just cease thinking about him 
and deal with life on their own. Many give up on him. 
Some become militantly opposed to him in an aggressive 
atheism. A prime minister of Australia (Kevin Rudd) was 
once asked why he believed in God, and he replied that it 
was the design that he saw everywhere that convinced him. 
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Many, though, reply that the world is in fact poorly 
designed and not worthy of an infinitely powerful and 
intelligent Creator. What is to be thought of a design that 
includes earthquakes, tsunamis, vast bush fires, floods, 
disease, war and general mayhem? Not very far from all 
these attitudes is the intractable problem of evil. If only 
man could be happy, but he is not — so it is stated. 
Despite the British professor mentioned above who is 
himself a Catholic convert, it will be said that there cannot 
be a loving Creator, if by this we mean One who is 
all-powerful and utterly holy. 

This is not the moment to deal with a philosophical 
problem that has exercised the minds of countless 
thoughtful persons though the ages. One thing we can say, 
though, is that the most religious and intelligent of men, 
while profoundly in communion with God and full of 
conviction of his reality, at the same time have no doubt 
about the scale of evil in the world. The problem of evil 
does not in the slightest way cause in them doubts as to the 
existence of God, even though they are unable to solve the 
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apparent conundrum. The one figure in history who is a 
beacon of light before the problem of evil in the world is 
Jesus Christ. God was his “Father.” Let the atheistic and 
agnostic observer of an evil world look on Jesus Christ — 
which brings us to our Gospel passage today (Matthew 
9:35-10:1, 5a, 6-8). What has God done in the face of 
evil? He has sent his dearly beloved Son, his 
only-begotten, to become one of us and to face the tide of 
evil himself. God, in his Revelation, has also revealed that 
the evil in the world is at root our responsibility. Man 
sinned, and so serious was this that it set all of life askew 
and in rebellion. Suffering descended upon man and his 
sin continued unabated. In our Gospel passage it is this 
suffering and human disorder that our Lord perceives in the 
sweep of his sovereign glance. “ Jesus went through all the 
towns and villages, teaching in their synagogues, 
preaching the good news of the kingdom and healing every 
disease and sickness. When he saw the crowds, he had 
compassion on them, because they were harassed and 
helpless, like sheep without a shepherd .” God was not 
absent from human suffering. Long before, he spoke to 
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Moses in the Burning Bush. I have seen the suffering of 
my people, he told Moses, and I know well what they are 
suffering. I have come down to rescue them. If that was 
said to Moses then, now we see God in action in veritable 
earnest. In Jesus Christ, he has come to save his people 
from their sins. He will take these sins on himself and, by 
himself undergoing unimaginable suffering, will expiate 
for them. He will then send out his disciples to bring the 
benefit of this redemption to all the nations, and here in our 
Gospel today we have the beginnings of this. 

“As you go, preach this message: ‘The kingdom of 
heaven is near. ’ Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse 
those who have leprosy, drive out demons. Freely you 
have received, freely giver It was a harbinger of what was 
to come. Our Lord has shown that, because of the use man 
has made of his own free will, there is no easy answer to 
the problem of evil. But we do know this: the ultimate way 
out is through union in love with Jesus Christ. He has 
shown that if we suffer with him we shall reign with him. 

-- 
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Second Sunday of Advent 


Entrance Antiphon Cf. Is 30: 19, 30 O people of Sion, 
behold, the Lord will come to save the nations, and the 
Lord will make the glory of his voice heard in the joy of 
your heart. 

Collect Almighty and merciful God, may no earthly 
undertaking hinder those who set out in haste to meet your 
Son, but may our learning of heavenly wisdom gain us 
admittance to his company. Who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Isaiah 11:1-10; Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17; 

Romans 15:4-9; Matthew 3:1-12 

In those days John the Baptist came preaching in the 
desert of Judea, saying: Do penance: for the kingdom of 
heaven is at hand. For this was he who was spoken of by 
Isaiah the prophet, saying: A voice of one crying in the 
desert, Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight his 
paths. And the same John wore a garment of camels ’ hair 
and a leathern girdle about his loins. His food was locusts 
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and wild honey. Then there went out to him Jerusalem and 
all Judea, and all the country about Jordan. They were 
baptized by him in the Jordan, confessing their sins. And 
seeing many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to his 
baptism, he said to them: brood of vipers, who has warned 
you to flee from the wrath to come? Bring forth therefore 
fruit worthy of penance. And think not within yourselves, 
We have Abraham for our father. For I tell you that God is 
able of these stones to raise up children to Abraham. For 
now the axe is laid to the root of the trees. Every tree 
therefore that does not yield good fruit, shall be cut down, 
and cast into the fire. I indeed baptize you in the water for 
penance, but he that shall come after me is mightier than I, 
whose shoes I am not worthy to bear. He will baptize you 
in the Holy Ghost and fire. His fan is in his hand, and he 
will thoroughly cleanse his floor and gather his wheat into 
the barn; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire. 
(Matthew 3:1-12) 

Personal freedom It has always been intriguing to 
me to follow the vagaries of philosophical thought as it has 
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unfolded during the course of history. The history of 
philosophy provides plenty of material for the study of how 
far from common sense the thinking of some talented 
thinkers can stray. For instance, Rene Descartes attempted 
to prove to himself by demonstration that he existed. His 
existence is demonstrated from the indubitable fact of his 
own thinking. The one certain thing is not that external 
reality, which he perceives, exists. The one certain thing is, 
rather, that he is thinking. This was the only sure fact, 
Descartes decided, which proved that he existed: 7 think, 
therefore I am. Apart from the questionable step of 
beginning not with external reality (as does, say, Aquinas) 
which is naturally perceived as evident, but with subjective 
impressions, it ignores the common sense intuition of one’s 
own existence precisely as accompanying the natural 
intuition of the reality of other things. One has an 
immediate and certain perception of external reality, and of 
oneself as involved with this reality. Descartes’ starting 
point of personal thinking, considered as separated from 
external reality, has spawned a sea of philosophical 
subjectivism and relativism. Another area of philosophical 
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confusion relates to the matter of personal conscience. I 
have, some have claimed, a perfect right to follow my 
“conscience.” But this is an assumption — in fact, I do 
not. I have a limited right to this, but it must be balanced 
by other rights and duties. Common sense restricts this 
right in all sorts of ways. It does not allow the terrorist, 
because of the dictate of his “conscience,” to threaten 
others. Let these examples introduce our topic here: 
freedom and its relation to repentance. Some philosophers 
have denied that man is free. But this too flies in the face 
of common sense and what society knows. There used to 
be a saying that “40,000 Frenchmen can’t be wrong.” 
Cardinal Newman, for instance, stood firmly for the 
authority of “the voice of mankind.” The institutions and 
laws of all societies presume and know that man is free and 
responsible for his actions — though all allow that 
circumstances can mitigate his responsibility. 

The immensely important issue of freedom relates to 
our Gospel today. Morality and religion depend on our 
being free. That we are free is evident, even though the 
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extent to which we are free at any one point of time may 
not be at all evident. But we are free and we can become 
more free. Freedom hinges on our choice of the good. Our 
choice of what is good and our fulfilment of duty is the test 
of our freedom and it is the means to increase our freedom. 
The less we choose the good as embodied in duty and the 
more often we choose what is bad, the less we shall be free 
— which is to say, the more we shall be enslaved to the 
bad. These are facts of human experience and they are also 
part of divine revelation. God calls us to make choices, 
and the choice we must make is to love him by keeping his 
commandments. What is also revealed is that we are born 
into a fallen condition caused by what the Church calls 
original sin, and this sinful fallen condition seriously limits 
our freedom to choose the good. We are instinctively 
swayed in the direction of sin and self rather than in the 
direction of truth and the good and God. To overcome this 
we need the grace of God. We are, nevertheless free — 
free to fight against this sinful and selfish tendency that we 
find ourselves with, provided we receive the grace of God. 
With the aid of God’s grace, we are free to seek the 
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holiness that is life in Christ and friendship with him. It 
means, in the first instance, that we are free to turn away 
from sin and accept the Good News of Christ. Aided by 
the grace of God we are free to seek conversion, and this is 
very much what our Gospel today (Matthew 3:1-12) 
reminds us of. John the Baptist’s message was, Repent! 
Make this choice! Turn from your sins! Many came to 
him acknowledging their sins, with the exception of the 
Pharisees and the Sadducees. We, too, are called to repent 
not just once but regularly and even daily all through life. 
As has been said, one of the most fundamental ways in 
which true freedom is exercised is in repentance from sin. 
We are all found to be enmeshed in sinful tendencies as an 
inherited condition, and this condition has to be renounced, 
resisted and replaced by love — love for God in the first 
instance, and love for one’s neighbour secondly. It will 
depend on repentance, and this repentance involves the 
exercise and growth of freedom, a freedom led and 
sustained by the grace of God. Let us cherish our freedom, 
and use it in the fulfilment of duty, the duty to repent. 
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Let us hear the words and preaching of John the 
Baptist as directed to ourselves. Our Lord would take up 
his baton after John was arrested and continue to preach 
repentance. It is the sign of a truly free person that he is 
able by grace to accept that he is a sinner and then to 
renounce those sinful ways. The grace of God is available 
to the disciple of Christ through baptism and the 
Sacraments. With this grace the repentant person can 
become a saint, and personal sanctity is the crown and best 
fruit of freedom. 

Further reading : The Catechism of the Catholic Church, 
no.1739-1742 (Human freedom in salvation) 

-- 
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Monday of the Second Week of Advent 


Entrance Antiphon Cf. Jer 31: 10; Is 35: 4 Hear the word 
of the Lord, O nations; declare it to the distant lands: 
Behold, our Saviour will come; you need no longer fear. 

Collect May our prayer of petition rise before you, we 
pray, O Lord, that, with purity unblemished, we, your 
servants, may come, as we desire, to celebrate the great 
mystery of the Incarnation of your Only Begotten Son. 
Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Isaiah 35:1-10; Psalm 85:9ab and 10-14; 

Luke 5:17-26 

It came to pass on a certain day, as he sat teaching, 
that there were also Pharisees and doctors of the law 
sitting by, who had come from every town of Galilee, and 
Judea and Jerusalem: and the power of the Lord was 
present to heal. And behold, certain persons brought on a 
bed a man who had the palsy: and they sought means to 
bring him in, and to lay him before him. And when they 
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could not find a way to bring him in because of the 
multitude, they went up on the roof and let him down 
through the tiles with his bed into the middle in front of 
Jesus. When he saw their faith he said: Man, your sins are 
forgiven. And the scribes and Pharisees began to think, 
saying: Who is this who utters blasphemies? Who can 
forgive sins but God alone? Jesus knew their thoughts and 
said to them in answer: what is it you are thinking in your 
hearts? Which is easier to say, Your sins are forgiven you; 
or to say, Arise and walk? But that you may know that the 
Son of man has power on earth to forgive sins, (he said to 
the one with the palsy,) I say to you, Arise, take up your 
bed, and go to your house. And immediately rising up 
before them, he took up the bed on which he lay; and he 
went away to his own house, glorifying God. And all were 
astonished; and they glorified God. They were filled with 
fear, saying: We have seen wonderful things today. (Luke 
5:17-26) 

Forgiveness of sin One of the distinctive features 
of the religion of the Old Testament is the story of and 
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concern for sin that pervades its pages. God is a God 
hostile to sin and immorality — immorality is not just 
wrong but it is sinful. That is to say, it is offensive to the 
holiness of God. The chosen people were gradually 
educated by God as to sin and their own sinfulness, and 
various rites and measures were in place and practised to 
appeal for the forgiveness of sins. While there were indeed 
sin offerings and heartfelt prayers for the forgiveness of 
sins, no prophet or religious figure in the Old Testament 
presumed to forgive the sins of another, let alone presumed 
to do so with effortless readiness. John the Baptist’s 
baptism for repentance was clearly a rite he instituted to 
express repentance and to appeal to God for his pardon. 
He did not presume to forgive the sins of others — indeed, 
he pointed to our Lord as the Lamb of God who would take 
away the sin of the world. Where is there any parallel in 
the Old Testament to what we read in our Gospel passage 
today? Our Lord was suddenly presented with a man 
paralysed on a stretcher, lowered from the roof by his 
companions. Then, without being requested to do so, and 
without concern for the surprise and hostility his initiative 


- 80 - 




would arouse in the hearts of the scribes and the Pharisees 
who were present and observing, Our Lord proceeded 
immediately to forgive the sick man’s sins. There was no 
hesitation, no bother with what his audience might think, 
no steps to prepare the minds of people with some 
explanation other than the fact of his manifest authority as 
it was being revealed in his works and words and person. 
He acts sovereignly. Our Lord obviously saw in the heart 
of the paralysed man acknowledgment of his sins and an 
attitude of repentance. Perhaps the man’s physical 
condition had prompted these more spiritual dispositions. 
In any case, our Lord who (as we read in the Gospel of St 
John), could read the hearts of men, forthwith forgave him 
his sins and thus revealed a new aspect of his spiritual 
authority, setting him beyond all the prophets of old. 

This was not the only occasion on which our Lord did 
this. He forgave the sins of the woman with a bad 
reputation — once again in the presence of the Pharisees 
— because “she loved much.” Now, just as our Lord 
unambiguously forgave the sins of others during his public 
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ministry, so he passed on this power to certain others. As 
we read in the Gospel of St John, on the day he rose from 
the dead he appeared in the room before his fearful 
disciples, showing them that he had indeed physically 
risen. Then he breathed on them the gift of the Holy Spirit, 
commissioning them to go out, just as the Father had sent 
him. The task he immediately gave them? It was to 
forgive sins. He had suffered, died and risen from the dead 
as the Lamb of God taking away the sin of the world, and 
now he was sending out his Apostles with the gift of the 
Holy Spirit empowering them to forgive sins. Whoever’s 
sins you forgive they are forgiven them, he told them. 
Whoever’s sins you retain, they are retained. From the 
beginning, by virtue of the Sacrament of Holy Orders 
transmitted from bishop to bishop and from bishop to 
priest, that power and authority to forgive sins has been 
exercised by the ordained pastors of the Church which 
Christ founded on Peter and the Apostles. Every truly 
ordained priest has this spiritual charism of being an 
instrument of the living Jesus, whereby through him, Christ 
forgives the sins of others. That is to say, just as in our 
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Gospel passage today Christ forgave the sins of the sick 
man in full view of the scribes, the Pharisees and the 
people, so too he continues to forgive sins through his 
ordained priest. On the very day of his resurrection, Christ 
passed on this ministry that he himself had exercised. It 
was one of his very first and therefore one of his most 
important acts on rising from the dead. It means that one 
of the most fundamental and important ministries of the 
Church which Christ founded and sustains is the 
forgiveness of sin. It is one of the greatest gifts that the 
Church offers and brings to the world, and a principal 
reason for membership in the Church. 

Let us think prayerfully of Christ’s action in today’s 
Gospel. It shows his consciousness of being divine and it 
shows the immense importance of the forgiveness of sins. 
It was the first thing Christ chose to do for the paralysed 
man. It is the first thing we ought to seek from Christ with 
a spirit of true repentance, and this we do both by our 
personal prayer for forgiveness and by our seeking it in the 
Sacrament of Penance in the ministry of the Church. 
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Tuesday of the Second Week of Advent 


Entrance Antiphon Cf. Zee 14: 5, 7 Behold, the Lord will 
come, and all his holy ones with him; and on that day there 
will be a great light. 

Collect O God, who have shown forth your salvation to 
all the ends of the earth, grant, we pray, that we may look 
forward in joy to the glorious Nativity of Christ. Who lives 
and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Isaiah 40: 1-11; Ps 95; Matthew 18: 12-14 

What is your opinion? If a man has a hundred sheep 
and one of them goes astray, will he not leave the 
ninety-nine in the hills and go in search of the stray? And 
if he finds it, amen, I say to you, he rejoices more over it 
than over the ninety-nine that did not stray. In just the 
same way, it is not the will of your heavenly Father that 
one of these little ones be lost. (Matthew 18,12-14) 
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God loves One book in the field of the philosophy 
of religion which was influential among many religious 
circles in the nineteenth century was that written in the 
eighteenth century by Bishop Butler, called The Analogy of 
Religion. One of the main theses of this work is that there 
is a likeness between the course and the constitution of the 
world and natural and revealed religion. Whether there is 
this analogy in the sense that Butler claimed is a matter for 
philosophical discussion, but we ought note how constantly 
our Lord makes use of parables drawn from the world and 
everyday life to describe the things of God, and of his 
kingdom. He is constantly pointing to this likeness and 
making use of it to teach about God and his plan. In our 
Gospel today our Lord is teaching about the love with 
which God our Father seeks out each and all of us sinners. 
Indeed, our Lord tells us, it gives our heavenly Father 
immense joy to reclaim a sinner from his sinful ways and 
unite him to himself in a holy friendship. He says that our 
heavenly Father is like the shepherd who seeks out the 
straying sheep and when he finds it “he rejoices more over 
it than over the ninety-nine that did not stray. In just the 
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same way, it is not the will of your heavenly Father that 
one of these little ones be lost’’'' (Matthew 18,12-14). Our 
Lord could have used and indeed did use other analogies to 
make the same point, and so we are surely justified in 
seeing as many indicators of God’s personal love for us 
and his desire to save us from sin as are present in the 
course and constitution of the world. Indeed, we ought 
have a habit of searching for these likenesses. 

We need to focus our minds resolutely on this 
fundamental revelation of what God is like. He loves us. 
It is easy to lose sight of this because there are so many 
things in our broken and fallen world that indicate not love 
but cruelty, disinterest, thoughtlessness and, at most, love 
of a very limited kind. It is so easy to focus on what has 
been unkind in life because there is in fact so much that is 
unkind in life — even if it is mingled with love. We ought 
therefore have a resolute policy of trying to discern the 
loving providence of God at work in our life and in the 
world, even despite the appearances. After all — as has 
been said — our Lord himself constantly pointed to the 
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world for indicators and parallels. There may be much that 
has been tragic in our life, much that has been and is 
immensely painful. If so, the danger will be that we might 
easily allow this gradually to flood our imagination, 
including our religious imagination. It could gradually 
become very difficult to believe that we are loved by God. 
We might pay lip service to this doctrine, but because of a 
failure of the will to persist in contemplating what God has 
done and in viewing our life in its light, we could lose our 
belief in the revelation that God has made of himself, that 
he loves us. Even more, we could lose the very capacity to 
notice the presence of a loving God in our life. So we need 
actively and perseveringly to meditate on the love of God 
for us, and on what God has indisputably done as shown in 
the Scriptures and as spoken of in the Church’s teaching. 
On the basis of this we ought pray to see his loving and 
providential hand in our life. Let Mary the mother of Jesus 
be our constant example. She is spoken of by Luke as 
pondering on the things she saw and heard and then 
treasuring them in her heart. She was discerning the loving 
providence of God in the events of life. 
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Let us contemplate our Lord as he refers to the 
shepherd going off to search for the stray, and let us 
resolve to focus our minds, our memories, and our 
religious imaginations on whatever indicates and manifests 
God’s love for us. Let us fill our memory and imagination 
with the thought of love, God’s love. 

-- 
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Wednesday of the Second Week of Advent 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Hb 2: 3; 1 Cor 4: 5 The Lord will 
come and he will not delay. He will illumine what is 
hidden in darkness and reveal himself to all the nations. 

Collect Almighty God, who command us to prepare the 
way for Christ the Lord, grant in your kindness, we pray, 
that no infirmity may weary us as we long for the 
comforting presence of our heavenly physician. Who lives 
and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Isaiah 40:25-31; Psalm 103:1-2, 3-4, 8, 10; 
Matthew 11:28-30 

Jesus said to the crowds: “Come to me, all you who 
labour and are burdened, and I will give you rest. Take my 
yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am meek and 
humble of heart; and you will find rest for yourselves. For 
my yoke is easy, and my burden light.’’ (Matthew 11:28- 
30) 
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Come to him There have been some influential 
thinkers in history who underwent what we might call a 
“conversion”. The “conversion” of those I am thinking of 
involved a change in their thought, with the emphasis on 
their “thought”. That is to say, they discovered what they 
believed to be an answer to a tremendous set of problems. 
The problems could have been philosophical, economic or 
whatever, but at the heart of their change of direction was 
the discovery of a great idea. One instance of this that 
comes to mind is the British philosopher of the nineteenth 
century, John Stuart Mill. Another is Karl Marx, whose 
Communist Manifesto of 1848 had such a profound 
influence on the course of history both East and West for 
the next 150 years, and still has some influence. He had an 
idea and his discovery of that idea profoundly changed his 
life and the course of his disciples. Now, the distinctive 
feature of conversion to Christianity is — or should be — 
the discovery of a living Person, and not merely a great 
idea. It is by meeting and accepting the Person of Jesus 
that the life of the Christian is changed. In our Gospel 
today our Lord invites all who “ labour and are burdened ” 


- 90 - 



to come to him. He promises to give them rest. He is the 
God-given answer to man’s burden and sorrow. He invites 
all of us to learn from him and to take upon ourselves the 
way of obedience that was his, his “yoke” (Matthew 
11:28-30). He asks us to come, to come and learn from 
him for he is meek and humble of heart, and we shall find 
rest. The Christian life arises from this meeting with him. 
It is inspired by a Person and not primarily by a great idea, 
even though the Person of Jesus has inspired an unending 
fount of great ideas. 

So we must learn to deal with and relate to Jesus as a 
real and living Person. In his great book A Grammar of 
Assent, Cardinal Newman considers the question of how 
we can come to know God as if we had seen him, because 
this is what is virtually required of us if we are to have a 
real — as opposed to a notional — assent to him. We need 
to apprehend God not as we would a notion but as we 
would a reality. How can we do this if in fact it is 
impossible to see him? We can do it through our religious 
imagination. Newman is highlighting the critical 
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importance of our religious imagination in the life of faith 
and therefore in growth in sanctity. In a “real” religion we 
make use of a heartfelt imagination to apprehend realities 
which we do not actually see, and in this way the unseen 
Persons who are the Objects of our faith are apprehended 
in a real and not simply in a notional way. So then, we 
need to bring to bear in our life of faith a real effort to 
meditate on God and on what God has done, meditating not 
only with our reason but also with our imagination. The 
masters and guides of the spiritual life propose to us that 
every day we set aside a little time to contemplate the 
Person of Jesus, and the Father and the Holy Spirit, and the 
other holy persons who are now in heaven and who are 
actively aiding by their intercession our journey to there. 
Saint Jerome writes that ignorance of the Scriptures is 
ignorance of Christ, suggesting to us that a marvellous way 
of attaining a personal knowledge and love of Jesus is to 
take up the Scriptures daily, especially the Gospels, and to 
place ourselves imaginatively in his presence in the scene 
of the Gospels. We come to Jesus using a faith-filled and 
disciplined imagination. 
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The Christian religion entails involvement with a 
living Person. Our Lord invites us in the Gospel today to 
come to him and to learn from him, especially to learn 
from his meek and humble heart. Let us bring to bear a 
great gift God has given to us for this purpose, our 
religious imagination. Let us with the aid especially of the 
Gospels immerse ourselves imaginatively in all that God 
has done for us, and in this way to grow in love for him. 

-- 
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Thursday of the Second Week of Advent 


Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 119 (118): 151-152 You, O 
Lord, are close, and all your ways are truth. From of old I 
have known of your decrees, for you are eternal. 

Collect Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to make ready the paths 
of your Only Begotten Son, that through his coming, we 
may be found worthy to serve you with minds made pure. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Isaiah 41:13-20; Ps 145:1, 9-11, 12-13ab; 
Matthew 11:11-15 

Jesus said to the crowds: “Amen, I say to you, among 
those born of women there has been none greater than 
John the Baptist; yet the least in the Kingdom of heaven is 
greater than he. From the days of John the Baptist until 
now, the Kingdom of heaven suffers violence, and the 
violent are taking it by force. All the prophets and the law 
prophesied up to the time of John. And if you are willing to 
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accept it, he is Elijah, the one who is to come. Whoever 
has ears ought to hear. ” (Matthew 11:11-15) 

Greatness Greatness can, I suppose, be considered 
under two categories. Many are great primarily because of 
their achievements. Others are great primarily because of 
their personal endowments. The two are interlinked in the 
sense that generally it is those who are greatly endowed 
who manage to achieve great things. Nevertheless there 
are those who are greatly endowed who achieve little, and 
there are those who achieve a lot who are only moderately 
endowed. Our Lord placed the poor widow much higher 
than the many rich because, though she was endowed with 
very little, her generosity was such that she gave to the 
Temple treasury all she had to live on. By contrast the rich 
gave a great deal, but it was only what they did not need. 
So then, the two senses of being great are clearly distinct. 
Our Lord tells us that “ among those born of women there 
has been none greater than John the Baptist; yet the least 
in the Kingdom of heaven is greater than he ” (Matthew 
11:11-15). Clearly our Lord, in extolling the greatness of 
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those in the Kingdom of heaven that he had come to 
establish, was referring to the greatness of their 
endowments. He is referring to us. We are immensely 
blessed by God in our possession of Christ, for as St Paul 
tells us in one of his Letters, in Christ we have been 
endowed with every heavenly blessing. The question is, 
how have we used the gifts, the blessings, the endowments 
that have been entrusted to us? In this respect, how do we 
compare with John the Baptist, to whom our Lord refers in 
our passage? One of the fruits of considering the lives of 
the saints is that in contemplating their example we are 
urged on to make greater use of the gifts God has given us. 
We can be great in gifts, but poor in the use of them. 

St Ignatius Loyola in his famous Spiritual Exercises 
invites us to ask ourselves this question: “ What have I done 
for Christ; what am I doing for him; what shall I do for 
him ?” In our Gospel today our Lord tells us that “ From the 
days of John the Baptist until now, the Kingdom of heaven 
suffers violence, and the violent are taking it by storm.” We 
must put great effort into our Christian calling. We have 
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been given so much, and God will be expecting much of 
us. We have been given the supernatural gifts enabling us 
to know and love Christ. We have been given the gift of 
membership in his Church. We have been given many 
advantages of education in the faith together with all the 
grace that comes in the Church’s ministry to us. We have, 
hopefully, heard the call to holiness of life which comes 
with baptism. Now, what have we done with all this? 
Considering all that we have been given and comparing it 
with what, say, John the Baptist himself was given, the 
least of us (our Lord says) is greater than he. But in terms 
of response and how we have used these blessings, we 
cannot compare with him! Again, let us consider the poor 
widow whom our Lord pointed out to his disciples. Her 
greatness consisted in giving her all, such as it was. Our 
Lord told a parable about the master going away and he 
gave to his servants various amounts, depending on their 
abilities. Their task was to make good with what they had 
been given. What did the person with the most modest 
abilities do with his master’s money? He did nothing with 
it. He hid it and when the master returned all that the 
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master got back was what he gave in the first place. The 
master was no richer. The servant was “wicked and lazy ” 
for doing nothing with what he had been given. 

There are many ways in which the Christian can read 
with great profit the Old Testament, which ought to be read 
in the light of Christ. Our Lord today points to one lesson 
coming to us from the holy figure of John the Baptist. He 
may be said to be the last of the Old Testament prophets 
while appearing in the New. He and they ought to inspire 
us to give of our all because, though they did not receive 
all that we have received, they gave everything to God and 
to the work God had given them to do. Let us do likewise 
so that the great heavenly gifts we have been given will 
bear fruit. 
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Friday of the Second Week of Advent 


Entrance Antiphon Behold, the Lord will come descending 
with splendour to visit his people with peace, and he will 
bestow on them eternal life. 

Collect Grant that your people, we pray, almighty God, 
may be ever watchful for the coming of your Only 
Begotten Son, that, as the author of our salvation himself 
has taught us, we may hasten, alert and with lighted lamps, 
to meet him when he comes. Who lives and reigns with 
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. 

Scripture today : Isaiah 48:17-19; Psalm 1:1-2, 3, 4 and 6; 

Matthew 11:16-19 

Jesus said to the crowds: “To what shall I compare 
this generation ? It is like children who sit in marketplaces 
and call to one another, ‘We played the flute for you, but 
you did not dance, we sang a dirge but you did not mourn. ’ 
For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they said, 
‘He is possessed by a demon. ’ The Son of Man came eating 
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and drinking and they said, 'Look, he is a glutton and a 
drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners. ’ But 
wisdom is vindicated by her works. ” (Matthew 11:16-19) 

Repent! A great figure whom the Church places 
before us for our contemplation during Advent is that of St 
John the Baptist. He came preaching the call to repent, and 
administering a rite of baptism signifying and facilitating 
repentance. So important was repentance in the plan of 
God that our Lord, utterly sinless himself, took sinful 
man’s part and stepped forward to receive John’s baptism. 
Then our Lord began his own preaching with the call to all 
to repent, for the Kingdom of God was at hand. God’s 
people had to change. They had to recognize and renounce 
the sin in their lives that opposed the coming of God and 
his saving grace. In our Gospel today our Lord is 
lamenting the refusal of his generation to repent. No 
matter what approach God took to call his people to repent 
it was not having its effect. “For John came neither eating 
nor drinking, and they said, ‘He is possessed by a demon. ’ 
The Son of Man came eating and drinking and they said, 
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'Look, he is a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax 
collectors and sinners' ” (Matthew 11:16-19). Considered 
en masse and officially, the people did not take up the call 
and accept Jesus as the One whom the Father had promised 
to send. At the heart of the problem of salvation was the 
essentially spiritual task of turning away from sin and 
believing the Good News. The critical step was that of 
conversion. We see the refusal to do so early in our Lord’s 
public ministry when he returned to his own townspeople 
of Nazareth and announced that in his person the prophecy 
of Isaiah was being fulfilled. They bundled him out of 
town with the intent to do away with him. Fulton Sheen 
used to say that our Lord lost the masses when he preached 
the doctrine of the Eucharist. Finally the leaders 
condemned him to death when he bore witness in their 
presence to his divinity. At root the issue was repentance 
from sin. 

So then, one of the fruits of this special liturgical 
season of Advent ought be a renewed appreciation of the 
fundamental importance in the spiritual life of the readiness 
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to repent. We see it constantly in the Church’s teaching 
and exhortation. Consider the doctrine of Indulgences, for 
which the Catholic ought to have a special love. If a 
person is to gain a Plenary Indulgence — which takes away 
all the temporal punishment still due to sins that have been 
forgiven — one of the conditions is that one must be free 
from all attachment to sin, including venial sin. That is to 
say, one must have thoroughly repented of all one’s sins 
and not retain any lingering attachment to any sin. One can 
aspire to gain a Plenary Indulgence every day, and part of 
this aspiration will be to aim at a thorough repentance from 
all one’s sins. Repentance is a daily and lifelong spiritual 
project. The result of it will be a growing detestation of the 
slightest deliberate venial sin because of its offence against 
the goodness and love of God, and because of its inherent 
evil and what it will lead to. The point here is that 
repentance is at the root of Christian holiness, and one 
cannot advance in holiness unless one is advancing in 
repentance from sin and from all attachment to sin. In this, 
one must pay special attention to attachment to deliberate 
venial sin. This attachment has to be dealt with and 
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eradicated root and branch, whatever it might be. It could 
be an attachment to one’s own self-will, or any one of a 
number of forms of pride and concupiscence. Whatever it 
be, one will not have repented unless this attachment is 
renounced and replaced with a detestation for the sin to 
which one was attached. Repentance is not something that 
happens once — which is the position of many forms of 
classic Protestantism — rather it is something which is 
worked at every day of one’s life. 

Our Lord in our Gospel passage today tells us that 
“wisdom is vindicated by her works ” (Matthew 11:19). Let 
us pray for wisdom from on high. St James in his letter 
urges us to pray for wisdom. That wisdom will enable us 
to see the supreme ugliness of sin. Sin is the ugliest thing 
in the world and it is why the devil is always portrayed as a 
most ugly spiritual being. Sin opposes the beauty of God 
and of holiness. The one who has the supernatural gift of 
wisdom will be “vindicated” by the works of repentance 
that are shown in his life. Let us today and every day turn 
away from sin. 
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Saturday of the Second Week of Advent 


Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 80 (79): 4, 2 Come and show 
us your face, O Lord, who are seated upon the Cherubim, 
and we will be saved. 

Collect May the splendour of your glory dawn in our 
hearts, we pray, almighty God, that all shadows of the 
night may be scattered and we may be shown to be 
children of light by the advent of your Only Begotten Son. 
Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Sirach 48:1-4, 9-11; Psalm 80:2ac,3b, 
15-16, 18-19; Matthew 17:9a, 10-13 

As they were coming down from the mountain, the 
disciples asked Jesus, “Why do the scribes say that Elijah 
must come first?” He said in reply, “Elijah will indeed 
come and restore all things; but I tell you that Elijah has 
already come, and they did not recognize him but did to 
him whatever they pleased. So also will the Son of Man 
suffer at their hands. ” Then the disciples understood that 


- 104- 



he was speaking to them of John the Baptist. (Matthew 
17:9a, 10-13) 

Suspicion and rejection In our brief Gospel 
passage today our Lord alludes to a pattern present in the 
response of God’s chosen people. Our Lord’s remarks are 
prompted by a question from his disciples referring to the 
teaching of the scribes that “Elijah must come first”. Our 
Lord tells them that the scribes are correct, that “ Elijah will 
indeed come and restore all things ”. However, he 
continues, “ Elijah has already come.” So in our Lord’s 
answer we have a divine confirmation and interpretation of 
the Old Testament prophecy that Elijah would come again. 
Our Lord tells his disciples that the “Elijah” being 
predicted in the prophecy was John the Baptist. The 
Baptist was Elijah in the sense, then, that he wonderfully 
embodied the spirit of Elijah. Our Lord’s main point, 
though, is that they did not recognize him, and indeed they 
caused him to suffer. Our Lord is referring especially to 
the Baptist’s martyrdom, but also perhaps to the fact that 
his pointing to Jesus as the Messiah was not accepted. 
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Ultimately St John the Baptist’s true mission was played 
out on deaf ears. There is the even more important point 
that “so will the Son of Man suffer at their hands ” 
(Matthew 17:9a, 10-13). The pattern, then, in the response 
of God’s chosen people was that all too often God’s 
overtures and efforts (through his prophets) to reclaim and 
redeem them from sin met with little response. Suspicion 
and rejection was the pattern and it would reach its climax 
in the sufferings and the passion of the long-awaited 
Messiah. At his martyrdom at the hands of the Sanhedrin, 
Stephen the deacon also spoke of this pattern in the history 
of God’s people. Now, this is a warning to us as we 
celebrate the liturgical season of Advent. We celebrate the 
coming of the Messiah — he has come already, he is ever 
coming in our daily lives, and he will come again finally. 
But what is our response, what has it been and what will it 
be? 


The whole history of God’s chosen people as it is 
portrayed in the Old and New Testaments warns us of the 
tendency of our own response to the coming of Jesus into 


- 106- 



our lives. The tendency of man is a sinful one. It will be 
towards disinterest, objection and hostility to Christ’s 
absolute claims. Perhaps it is especially at this particular 
moment that the danger is acute for each of us. We are 
children of our culture and our society, which is an 
especially secular one. The young person growing up even 
in a religious family will, due to the influence of the 
surrounding secular culture in school, community and 
media, tend to look on religious faith and on the claims of 
the Church in respect to Christ with suspicion, cynicism 
and scepticism. A culture distinguished by relativism in 
values (as is our own) has an active dislike for absolute 
claims, such as the claim that Christ is the truth and that the 
fullness of revealed truth is to be found only in him and in 
his Church. That is to say, our Western culture 
characteristically has a hostile suspicion of clear and 
unambiguous Christianity, the Christianity that presents 
with utter clarity Christ’s claim that no one can come to the 
Father except through him, and that he is the Way, the 
Truth and the Life. It objects to and dislikes the assertion 
that Catholic Christianity is true and that the fulness of 
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revealed truth lies within the Catholic Church because the 
Person of Christ is her Head. Catholic Christianity is 
incompatible with the view that truth is ultimately relative 
to each person, and that opposites can be liberally allowed 
as true. The great nineteenth century apologist for Catholic 
truth, Cardinal Newman, repeatedly pointed out that a 
person’s assumptions are decisive in shaping the direction 
along which he will go. We could add that the same 
applies to a culture. The holy Cardinal said that all too 
often our philosophical starting points are hidden from our 
view. We must pray to God to give us the right first 
principles that will facilitate our acceptance of Christ and 
his Church as the fount and repository of truth. 

Let us ponder on our Lord’s words in today’s Gospel, 
speaking of how both John the Baptist and he himself were 
rejected by those to whom they had been sent. Let us be 
alive with a prudent clarity to the presumption of suspicion 
that pervades the culture and society around us with respect 
to Christ and his Church. Let us be alert to the sinful 
tendency within ourselves to resist Christ’s divine and 
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saving claims over our mind and heart. With this in mind 
let us pray for the grace to give to Christ and the Church 
his body a wholehearted acceptance and assent, an assent 
that will be the foundation of ever-advancing holiness in 
our lives. As St Ignatius of Loyola asks the reader of his 
Spiritual Exercises, What have I done for Christ; what am I 
doing for Christ; what will I do for him? 

-- 
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Third Sunday of Advent 


Entrance Antiphon Phil 4: 4-5 Rejoice in the Lord 
always; again I say, rejoice. Indeed, the Lord is near. 

Collect O God, who see how your people faithfully await 
the feast of the Lord’s Nativity, enable us, we pray, to 
attain the joys of so great a salvation and to celebrate them 
always with solemn worship and glad rejoicing. Through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with 
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. 

Scripture today : Zephaniah 3:14-18a; Isaiah 12:2-3, 4, 5-6; 

Philippians 4:4-7; Luke 3:10-18 

The crowds asked John the Baptist, “What should we 
do?” He said to them in reply, “Whoever has two cloaks 
should share with the person who has none. And whoever 
has food should do likewise. ” Even tax collectors came to 
be baptized and they said to him, “Teacher, what should 
we do?” He answered them, “Stop collecting more than 
what is prescribed. ” Soldiers also asked him, “And what 
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is it that we should do?” He told them, “Do not practice 
extortion, do not falsely accuse anyone, and be satisfied 
with your wages. ” Now the people were filled with 
expectation, and all were asking in their hearts whether 
John might be the Christ. John answered them all, saying, 
“I am baptizing you with water, but one mightier than I is 
coming. I am not worthy to loosen the thongs of his 
sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 
His winnowing fan is in his hand to clear his threshing 
floor and to gather the wheat into his barn, but the chaff he 
will burn with unquenchable fire. ” Exhorting them in many 
other ways, he preached good news to the people. (Luke 
3:10-18) 

Starting points It is hardly needs mentioning that 
one of the most obvious features of human society is the 
profound differences of opinion that exists among men. 
The typical Western society is full of disagreements as to 
what is true and what should be done. Obviously, opposite 
opinions cannot both be true. If one person asserts, for 
instance, that Christ is not God, and if another contradicts 
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this view, both cannot be correct. Now, why is it that we 
do not all apprehend the truth, and that many are in error 
about critically important matters? One reason for this is 
the truth or error of the basic starting points of our 
thinking. We all have fundamental principles and 
assumptions that we implicitly take to be true, and in the 
light of which we make further judgments. If we are 
wrong in these foundations of our thought, this will lead to 
errors in other critically important matters. The problem is 
that we are generally unaware of where we are coming 
from, and the blindness that results remains until the right 
starting points are gained. These are the foundations of 
our thought and life, our basic principles and beliefs. God 
knows where we are coming from, and he knows where we 
ought to be coming from. He has the power to lay the right 
foundations, so we need to pray for his grace. Let us take 
something that is simple but very fundamental indeed — it 
is exemplified in the question asked of John the Baptist by 
the crowds, the tax collectors and the soldiers in our 
Gospel today: “What should we doT’ (Luke 3:10-18). This 
question reminds us of the voice of conscience. A healthy 
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sense of our conscience indicates to us that it is a voice of 
capital importance leading us to truth and goodness. If in 
the secret recesses of his heart a person fails to place the 
utmost importance on the voice of conscience commanding 
that good be done and evil avoided, and chooses instead to 
give more importance to the useful or the alluring — then 
the gradual effect of this hidden choice will be very great. 
It will affect his readiness for the truth, including the 
revealed truth of God. The voice of conscience is that of a 
good and holy authority. It is the voice of truth. Choosing, 
then, to disregard this voice and to prefer other voices will 
affect one’s attitude to the authority of God himself. This 
is because the authority of conscience is experienced as 
echoing God’s authority. So we must listen to our 
conscience, and we must make sure it is not mistaken. 

Conscience prompts us to seek to know what we 
should do in the concrete, because it tells us that truth must 
be accepted and that good must be done. If a person is 
reluctant to place a high value on obedience to the will of 
God which is at the heart of a spirit of religion, at root it is 
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probably because of his basic starting points and principles. 
The desire to do God’s will can come only from the right 
moral foundations, the right moral beginnings. He may be 
coming from a refusal to respect and obey the voice of the 
conscience, commanding the good and prohibiting the bad. 
Let us bear in mind these roots of a religious spirit. 
Today’s Gospel (Luke 3:10-18) opens with a commonplace 
but extraordinarily important human question: “What 
should we do ?” If only human discourse, human thought, 
and all human decisions would begin with that question! 
“What should we do ?” is perhaps the most authentic and 
original question of all, giving expression to the voice of 
conscience resounding in the human heart. I place it above 
the yearning for happiness. It is a question which dimly 
points to God as the source of both the question and the 
answer. If in a spirit of obedience a person poses this 
question arising from his heart and searches for a true 
oracle of God giving the answer, that person will be on the 
way to truth and sanctity. The crowds looked to John for 
the answer because he was an oracle of God — a prophet 
of the Most High. Setting aside the question of whether the 
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crowds followed it through with obedience, let us simply 
take their question and John’s response as symbolic of the 
paramount importance of having a heartfelt desire to know 
the will of God and to put it into practice. It is symbolic 
also of the fact that God has spoken in response to it and 
has made his will known. Our starting points ought be 
such as to lead us to have this attitude of reverence to God 
and of wanting to obey his holy will. We ought pray that 
God will guide us to make the fundamental choices and to 
have the right spiritual foundations that will lead us to his 
appointed Oracle. That Oracle is Jesus our Lord and the 
Church his body. From this abiding Oracle we come to 
know God’s revealed will. 

God has revealed that he has a plan for us that will 
lead to our salvation and sanctification. Fie sent his Son to 
fulfil his will and plan, and this he did perfectly. By his 
grace we are able to unite ourselves with Jesus in hearing 
the will of the Father and putting it into practice. Let us 
resolve to make the will of God supreme in our life, and in 
union with our Lord never to count the cost in living it out 
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in the ordinary duties of everyday life. God’s will is 
supreme. By his grace, let us make it the supreme priority 
in our life. That is where we ought be coming from. With 
that priority as our starting point, we shall be the good soil 
that receives the word of God and produces a harvest. 

Further reading : The Catechism of the Catholic Church, no. 
2822-2827 (Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven) 

-- 
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Monday of the third week of Advent 


Entrance Antiphon Cf. Jer 31: 10; Is 35: 4 Hear the word 
of the Lord, O nations; declare it to the distant lands: 
Behold, our Saviour will come; you need no longer fear. 

Collect Incline a merciful ear to our cry, we pray, O Lord, 
and, casting light on the darkness of our hearts, visit us 
with the grace of your Son. Who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture Today : Numbers 24:2 7, 15 17a; Psalm 25:4 9; 

Matthew 21:23 27 

Jesus entered the temple courts, and, while he was 
teaching, the chief priests and the elders of the people 
came to him. By what authority are you doing these 
things? they asked. And who gave you this authority? 
Jesus replied, I will also ask you one question. If you 
answer me, I will tell you by what authority I am doing 
these things. John ’s baptism- where did it come from? 
Was it from heaven, or from men? They discussed it 
among themselves and said, If we say, ‘From heaven ’, he 
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will ask, ‘Then why didn ’t you believe him? ’ But if we say, 

‘From men’- we are afraid of the people, for they all hold 
that John was a prophet. So they answered Jesus, We 
don’t know. Then he said, Neither will I tell you by what 
authority I am doing these things. (Matthew 21:23 27) 

Christ’s authority As a religion and as a body of 
religious truth, Buddhism does not claim absolute 
authority. The Kalama Sutta (A.l, 188-90) - a discourse 
of the Buddha contained in the Anguttara Nikaya of the 
Tipitaka - is quoted by certain Buddhists as an argument 
against taking what Buddha says as absolutely 
authoritative. It is argued that Buddha does not ask for 
blind belief. The Kalamas approached Buddha with the 
following problem. They had heard good things about 
him, but there were very many monks who thought they 
had a monopoly of wisdom. How could they discover who 
was speaking the truth? This, of course, is an age-old 
problem. In answer, Buddha explained that they were not 
to trust in the authority of someone or something else, but 
in what they themselves had come to know. Of course, 
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Buddha may have given this answer as a help to encourage 
his inquirers to become disciples — which they did. They 
were led to put their faith in Buddha as being obviously 
knowledgeable. Buddha taught on the basis of insight that 
he had gained, and his disciples’ faith in him was based on 
Buddha’s evident insight. I have heard the Dalai Lama 
refer to Jesus Christ as an instance of the Buddha — he is 
one of many presences of the spirit of Buddha, possessing 
Bodhi (enlightenment), and is, accordingly, a teacher of 
enlightenment. There is no claim by Buddhism of there 
being absolute authority in a teacher of truth and of 
absolute knowledge being invested in one individual. In 
fact, some scholars even maintain that the goal of Bodhi — 
although often translated as “enlightenment” — does not 
imply truth or knowledge. Now, whatever of Buddhism — 
meant here as an example of the lack of a claim to absolute 
authority — we are all, of course, sceptical of some things. 
Philosophical scepticism, an old movement with many 
variations, goes far further than a normal and healthy 
scepticism and contrasts sharply with the view that at least 
some things are certain. Many, however, regard it as 


-119- 



irrational to claim absolute or unconditional certainty on 
some things. It makes a person, they think, a dogmatist. 

This cannot be said of the Christian religion, which 
assumes a theory of knowledge allowing for certainty. It is 
founded on Jesus Christ, his Person and his teaching, and 
he is absolutely authoritative. In various parts of the 
Gospels, the people wonder at Christ’s manifest authority 
— he taught with authority and not like the scribes. His 
authority was not based on the “authorities” he could cite 
in order to prove the truth of his teaching. He taught as if 
he had full, independent and personal authority. In our 
Gospel today (Matthew 21:23-27) the chief priests and the 
elders of the people accost him with their demand that he 
establish the basis of his authority: he was manifestly 
acting as if he had full authority to teach and act as he did. 
When Pilate found himself with Jesus before him and 
obliged to judge his case, he saw that the real reason why 
the chief priests had brought him along for condemnation 
was that they were consumed with envy. They envied 
Christ for his manifest exercise of independent authority. 
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Further, Christ was actually assuming and claiming 
absolute authority. Indeed, he was placing himself on a 
level with the divine — something utterly unprecedented in 
the history of God’s chosen people. The Father and I are 
one , he said to his enemies. To his disciples, he said, 7 am 
the Way, the Truth and the Life. No one comes to the 
Father but by me. Christ did not claim to be just a great 
Teacher. He claimed to be the one ultimate Teacher of the 
world — a claim authenticated by God himself on the 
Mount. When he was transfigured before his three 
disciples, those whom Paul would refer to as the pillars of 
the infant Church, the Voice came from the bright cloud: 
This is my Son, the Beloved. Listen to him! Christ said that 
he was the Light not just of his disciples, but of the world. 
Whoever refused to walk by his light, walked in the 
darkness. There is an absoluteness of claim here, 
transcending all other claimants. 

Risen from the dead, he told his disciples that all 
authority in heaven and on earth had been given to him. 
They were therefore to go to the whole world and make 
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disciples of all the nations. All the nations were, then, 
called to acknowledge his supreme authority in heaven and 
on earth. He is the Lord of lords, and the King of kings. 
When the scribes and Pharisees of today’s Gospel came to 
our Lord and asked him to show the ground of his 
authority, they were raising something fundamental. Christ 
is mankind’s authority, the supreme authority in heaven 
and on earth. This, indeed is the Good News. Let us 
accept and embrace it, then! 

-- 
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Tuesday of the Third Week of Advent 


Entrance Antiphon Cf. Zee 14: 5, 7 Behold, the Lord will 
come, and all his holy ones with him; and on that day there 
will be a great light. 

Collect God, who through your Only Begotten Son have 
made us a new creation, look kindly, we pray, on the 
handiwork of your mercy, and at your Son’s coming 
cleanse us from every stain of the old way of life. Through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with 
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. 

Scripture today : Zephaniah 3: 1 2.9-13; Psalm 34:2-3, 6- 
7, 17-18, 19 and 23; Matthew 21: 28-32 

Jesus said, What do you think? There was a man who 
had two sons. He went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and 
work today in the vineyard. ’ 7 will not, ’ he answered, but 
later he changed his mind and went. Then the father went 
to the other son and said the same thing. He answered, 7 
will, sir, ’ but he did not go. Which of the two did what his 
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father wanted? The first, they answered. Jesus said to 
them, I tell you the truth, the tax collectors and the 
prostitutes are entering the kingdom of God ahead of you. 
For John came to you to show you the way of 
righteousness, and you did not believe him, but the tax 
collectors and the prostitutes did. And even after you saw 
this, you did not repent and believe him. (Matthew 21: 28- 
32) 


Repentance I once viewed on television a debate 
between one person and several who opposed him. That 
one person — a prominent Protestant clergyman — was 
maintaining that the Christian life involves a constant, 
daily effort of going against the grain. To follow Christ is 
a tough struggle. Being good is not an easy business. On 
the other side was one who opposed this heavy stress on 
the difficulty of living a good and moral life. He claimed 
that the Christian life was not overly difficult and that it 
became easier as virtue was practised. I had the impression 
that the clergyman who stressed the difficulty of it 
prevailed in the debate. However, let us grant the 
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considerable difficulty for ordinary, fallen man in being 
very good — and, of course, without the gift of divine 
grace sanctity is impossible. One cannot be saved without 
the aid of grace, and yet the action of grace requires our 
own co-operation and resolve in being good, and this too is 
initiated and sustained by God’s grace. Now, there is one 
feature of being good and which is its foundation, a feature 
that can easily be forgotten. Yet it too is very difficult. I 
refer to repentance, conversion — change from the path of 
sin, be it venial or mortal. Repentance is difficult, and 
requires co-operation with the grace of God. There are 
countless forms of sin, and various degrees of its 
seriousness. The one who is in the state of mortal sin, what 
St John in his Letter calls deadly sin, is in a particularly 
hapless situation. It is imperative that he repent if he is to 
be saved, but he lacks the life of God and so is powerless 
before his own spiritual condition. He is spiritually dead, 
and must be raised to life. God in his mercy will offer him 
the grace of repentance, but he must accept it. Doubtless 
our Lord was continually offering the grace of repentance 
to Judas Iscariot in permitting him to remain in his 
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company to the very end. But it was to no avail — he 
ended his tragic life in despair. Repentance was his only 
hope and the one imperative for him. If anyone needed to 
hear our Lord’s call to repent and believe the Gospel, it 
was he — one of the very Twelve. Judas would have been 
regarded by many as a good person, one of Christ’s own 
chosen disciples. In fact, he needed to repent. 

There were other so-called “good” people who needed 
to repent. I refer to those scribes, Pharisees, Sadducees, 
priests and Temple aristocracy who set their faces 
resolutely against Jesus Christ, despite his manifest 
holiness and all the divine authentication of his Person and 
ministry. They were the “good” and “religious” people of 
the nation. They needed to repent and believe the Gospel. 
What was the hardest thing for them to do? Was it 
observing those things which marked the “good” person? 
No, the hardest thing for them to do was to repent. 
Repentance can be the most difficult thing to do. It is 
always difficult to a point, and depending on the degree of 
our attachment to sin, be it venial or mortal, it will vary in 
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difficulty. We shall always need the grace of God if we are 
truly to repent. So we ought pray for that grace, and ever 
strive to repent of the sins we find ourselves committing in 
daily life. Indeed, progress in a good and holy life in 
Christ will depend on the degree to which we repent of 
venial sin, and the degree to which we are sustaining that 
effort. If we balk at repenting of some particular venial 
sin, some deliberate refusal in what we know to be the will 
of God for us, some clear duty no matter how minor, then 
we have gone against the dictate of our God-given 
conscience and its manifestation of the divine wish in our 
regard. This, to a point, sets our face against God and his 
will. Repentance is the only way ahead. We must repent 
of that seemingly minor deliberate fault. Repentance is the 
necessary stepping stone to holiness, to God and to heaven, 
and it can be most difficult not only in the big matters, but 
in the minor too. We must pray to God for the grace to 
repent every day of our deliberate refusals. That is to say, 
we must take serious account of our Gospel parable today 
in which Christ speaks in simple terms of repentance. He 
refers to the repentance of the “sinners,” and the refusal to 
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repent of the “righteous.” We are told, “There was a man 
who had two sons. He went to the first and said, ‘Son, go 
and work today in the vineyard. ’ 7 will not, ’ he answered, 
but later he changed his mind and went. Then the father 
went to the other son and said the same thing. He 
answered, 7 will, sir, ’ but he did not go. Which of the two 
did what his father wanted? The first, they answered?' 

Repentance is not a one-off event. It is an ongoing 
duty, a daily challenge, a constant imperative. If we are to 
leave this life having repented of all our sins, and having 
set our face towards God in every respect, renouncing all 
attachment to the least violation of his will and his law, 
then it will require a daily and sincere work of repentance. 
We must resolve to repent constantly, confessing to God 
our least sins, asking his pardon, and seeking his grace in 
all of this. This grace of repentance and pardon comes to 
the Church’s children above all in the Sacrament of 
Penance, but also in every sincere act of contrition for sin. 
Let us heed our Lord’s parable, and be like the first son. 
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He changed. That is what we must do. So then, now I 
begin! 

-- 
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Wednesday of the Third Week of Advent 


Entrance Antiphon Cf. Hb 2: 3; 1 Cor 4: 5 The Lord will 
come and he will not delay. He will illumine what is 
hidden in darkness and reveal himself to all the nations. 

Collect Grant, we pray, almighty God, that the coming 
solemnity of your Son may bestow healing upon us in this 
present life and bring us the rewards of life eternal. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Isaiah 45: 6-8.18.21-25; Ps. 85ab. 10-14; 

Luke 7:19-23. 

John ’s disciples told him about all these things. 
Calling two of them, he sent them to the Lord to ask, “Are 
you the one who was to come, or should we expect 
someone else?” When the men came to Jesus, they said, 
“John the Baptist sent us to you to ask, ‘Are you the one 
who was to come, or should we expect someone else?’” At 
that very time Jesus cured many who had diseases, 
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sicknesses and evil spirits, and gave sight to many who 
were blind. So he replied to the messengers, “Go back and 
report to John what you have seen and heard: The blind 
receive sight, the lame walk, those who have leprosy are 
cured, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the good 
news is preached to the poor. Blessed is the man who does 
not fall away on account of me. ” (Luke 7:19-23) 

Christ’s way Let us notice something about 
Christ’s entire approach to those who encountered and 
inquired of him, of which there is an instance in our Gospel 
passage today. The context is his conversation with the 
disciples of John the Baptist. The Baptist was at this stage 
probably in prison, and his disciples told him of the doings 
of his revered kinsman to whom he had borne witness as 
being the promised One. The Baptist had predicted that 
'The axe ” will be “laid to the root of the trees; every tree 
therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and 
thrown into the fire.'” The One who was coming will 
“baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire. His 
winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear the threshing floor, 
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and to gather the wheat into his granary, but the chaff he 
will burn with unquenchable fire" (Luke 3: 9.16-17). John 
was hearing of no “axe” nor of any “fire.” Jesus appeared 
to be working gently with people. JJe was not putting an 
end to the bad ones and vindicating the good ones in a 
process of forceful triumph. So John may have been 
wondering if he had got it right — had he been interpreting 
his inspiration correctly? It is to be noticed that while 
John, in response to a divine illumination, had borne 
witness to Jesus as the long-awaited One, it looks as if 
Jesus himself was content for that witness to be given 
without himself formally and publicly confirming it at this 
point. In any case, John sends his messengers to Jesus 
asking for a definite confirmation on his part: “ Are you the 
one who was to come, or should we expect someone else?" 
John knew his man in the sense that he was well aware that 
Jesus was all-holy, and would not respond with an untruth. 
If Jesus was the “ one who was to come" he would say so, 
and if not, he would make this clear — as John himself had 
done when asked by the religious leaders if he was the 
Christ, or Elijah or the Prophet. But notice the way in 
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which Christ gave his response. It was gentle, unimposing, 
respecting the power of the questioner to perceive the truth 
of things. He directed the messengers from John to look 
around and see what was happening: “At that very time 
Jesus cured many who had diseases, sicknesses and evil 
spirits, and gave sight to many who were blind.” What 
follows is interesting, for at least in this circumstance with 
John the Baptist, our Lord suggests rather than insists. 

As we read, our Lord replies to the messengers, “Go 
back and report to John what you have seen and heard: 
The blind receive sight, the lame walk, those who have 
leprosy are cured, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and 
the good news is preached to the poor.” As a matter of fact, 
Christ was virtually quoting the prophet Isaiah (29: 18-19; 
35: 5-6). The prophet foretells that “in that day the deaf 
shall hear the words of a book and out of their gloom and 
darkness the eyes of the blind shall see. The meek shall 
obtain fresh joy in the Lord, and the poor among men shall 
exult in the Holy One of Israel.” Again, the prophet 
predicts that “then the eyes of the blind shall be opened and 
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the ears of the deaf unstopped, then shall the lame leap like 
a hart and the tongue of the dumb sing for joy ” (35:5-6). 
John himself had quoted Isaiah in announcing the moment 
that had come, as well as his own place in it. He was the 
voice crying in the wilderness: “ Prepare the way for the 
Lord ” (Luke 3: 5). In Jesus Christ was the “ salvation of 
Godf of which he was the precursor. But the point being 
made here is the gentleness with which Christ invites the 
messengers of John to observe him and his work. In his 
dealings with mankind, Christ, in whom is the fulness of 
the godhead bodily, does not make a person accept him. 
He is indeed the image of the unseen God, the one in 
whom is to be found every heavenly blessing. But he does 
not take us by the scruff of the neck and make us accept 
him for who he is. In fact, he willingly accepted rejection 
by the leaders of the nation, while bearing witness before 
them to the truth of his Person. He did not impose himself. 
He respects the freedom of man entirely. On the occasion 
when he briefly visited the outskirts of the Decapolis 
region he dramatically expelled numerous demons from an 
unfortunate man dwelling there among the hills and tombs. 
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But the thanks he received for this was to be asked by the 
inhabitants of the area to leave. So what did he do? He 
calmly and courteously left. He did not impose himself. 
On one occasion when on his way to Jerusalem through a 
village of Samaria, the inhabitants would not extend any 
hospitality. Amid the well-meaning fulminations of James 
and John — the “sons of thunder” — Christ gently left for 
a different location. 

Christ’s answer to the disciples of John is indicative 
of his dealings with us. He is the Lord of lords and King of 
kings, but he extends his eternal empire by means of truth 
and love. He bears witness to the truth, and those who are 
of the truth — such as, pre-eminently, John the Baptist — 
take their part with him and accept his supreme authority. 
Let us, then, not abuse the enormous power we have: that 
of being free to accept or not accept him. Let us receive 
and accept Jesus Christ with all our heart, and do all we 
can to enable others to accept him, and be saved. 

-- 
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Thursday of the Third Week of Advent 


Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 119 (118): 151-152 You, O 
Lord, are close, and all your ways are truth. From of old I 
have known of your decrees, for you are eternal. 

Collect Unworthy servants that we are, O Lord, grieved by 
the guilt of our deeds, we pray that you may gladden us by 
the saving advent of your Only begotten Son. Who lives 
and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Isaiah 54:1-10; Psalm 30:2, 4-6, 11-13; 

Luke 7:24-30 

After John’s messengers left, Jesus began to speak to 
the crowd about John: What did you go out into the desert 
to see? A reed swayed by the wind? If not, what did you 
go out to see? A man dressed in fine clothes? No, those 
who wear expensive clothes and indulge in luxury are in 
palaces. But what did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, 
I tell you, and more than a prophet. This is the one about 
whom it is written: 7 will send my messenger ahead of you, 
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who will prepare your way before you. ’ I tell you, among 
those born of women there is no one greater than John; yet 
the one who is least in the kingdom of God is greater than 
he. All the people, even the tax collectors, when they heard 
Jesus’ words, acknowledged God’s plan by accepting 
baptism from John. But the Pharisees and experts in the 
law rejected God’s purpose for themselves, because they 
had not been baptised by John. (Luke 7:24-30) 

God’s Plan One of the best books that have ever 
been written on the nature of religious assent (or faith) is A 
Grammar of Assent (1870), by John Henry Newman. One 
of its theses is that in religion, a person comes to know 
God not only by the exercise of his moral reason, but by 
the exercise of his imagination. At one point in his book 
he asks, Can I rise to an imaginative apprehension of the 
being of a God? Can I believe as if I saw? (P.95-96, 
Image Book). He says that we can, through the sense of 
God possessed by the conscience. The point being made 
here, though, is the importance of the religious 
imagination. Not only is the religious imagination 
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(properly understood) a powerful aid in the very assent to 
the being of God, but is our necessary ally in growth in 
faith. If we are to grow in a living faith and in union with 
God incarnate in the Person of Jesus Christ, we must 
meditate with imagination on his words, deeds and Person 
as portrayed in, say, the Scriptures. The religious 
imagination is critically important in a genuine religious 
life. At the same time, the imagination can be a powerful 
obstacle to genuine religion. It can be the fount of 
ridiculous religions which defy ordinary common sense 
and the canons of reason. It can be an enormous obstacle 
in the business of making the very act of faith in the being 
of a personal and loving Creator. In an age such as ours, 
that which exists is deemed to be that which can be seen, 
touched, heard and tasted. That is to say, the visible, 
tangible, empirical world is all that there is. This is the 
imaginative assumption which is in possession in modern 
secular societies — and it is presumed to be supported by 
science. Even for the religious person, the person of active 
theism, what is unconsciously taken as most real can be the 
visible world that imposes itself directly on the 


- 138 - 



imagination. All this is to say that, paradoxically, the age 
of science can be profoundly influenced by the imagination 
— which is to say by imagined assumptions that insinuate 
fundamental imagery on the mind. For instance, because 
of the vastness of the universe which science now makes 
manifest, it can be enormously difficult for many to accept 
a loving Creator of all things — because such a Creator as 
this cannot be imagined. 

All of this brings us to our Gospel today (Luke 7:24- 
30), and in particular to something to which the inspired 
author refers. Luke refers to the purposes and plan of God. 
“All the people, even the tax collectors, when they heard 
Jesus’ words, acknowledged God’s plan by accepting 
baptism from John. But the Pharisees and experts in the 
law rejected God’s purpose for themselves, because they 
had not been baptised by John.” The ordinary people, even 
the tax collectors, we are told, acknowledged God’s plan 
by accepting John’s baptism, but the Pharisees and the 
lawyers did not. Modem man might well accept a Creator, 
but what he has also to understand is that the Creator of 
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this astonishingly vast and complex universe is guiding all 
things towards a goal. It is the goal of the redemption, 
sanctification and eternal bliss of all with him forever. The 
universe is not just a huge independent entity, like a vast 
space-ship, proceeding indefinitely along its natural course 
by virtue of the laws of its own constitution. It is being 
sustained in being, and is being guided by its Sustainer, to 
a final goal. There is a Plan, and at the centre of this Plan 
is the final happiness of man in God. There is an 
immensely bright and lustrous future which will be the 
final term of all, and at the heart of it all is the divine Plan 
and the divine Purposes. Who would ever have imagined 
this — and man’s imagination is so important for him and 
his religious life — had it not been revealed to him by the 
Creator of all! God the Father of all revealed it to his 
servants the patriarchs and prophets. Through them he 
revealed his Plan to his chosen people, and finally he 
revealed the fulness of it in and by means of his divine 
Son, incarnate for us and for our salvation. God, the loving 
Creator of all, exists. The world is the evidence of his 
constant action. He has told us, pre-eminently through 
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Jesus Christ his Son, that he has a Plan, and all is heading 
towards the fulfilment of it, despite the sorry woes which 
flood the scene of man. What we must do is accept in faith 
the Good News of his Plan and submit to it with a loving 
and wholehearted obedience. The Plan is above all 
available and embodied and expressed in the Person of 
Jesus Christ, crucified and risen. In him is the fulness of 
the godhead bodily. In him is to be found every heavenly 
blessing. 

The Plan of God is achieved to the extent that we 
enter into union with Jesus Christ and fulfill his will. That 
is what “the people and even the tax collectors ” were doing 
in accepting the baptism of John, and what the Pharisees 
and experts in the law to whom our Lord was referring, 
refused to do. Let us make it our business in life to know 
his Plan and his purposes for us, as they are taught to us by 
the Church which Jesus Christ founded and sustains as its 
divine head. Let us know it, fully and wholeheartedly 
assent to it, live according to it every day, and be brought 
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by it to holiness of life and eternal happiness in our 
heavenly homeland. Yes! God’s Plan for us! 

-- 
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Friday of the Third Week of Advent 


Entrance Antiphon Behold, the Lord will come 
descending with splendour to visit his people with peace, 
and he will bestow on them eternal life. 

Collect May your grace, almighty God, always go before 
us and follow after, so that we, who await with heartfelt 
desire the coming of your Only Begotten Son, may receive 
your help both now and in the life to come. Through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Isaiah 56:1 3.6-8; Psalm 67:2-3, 5, 7-8; 

John 5:33-36; 

Jesus said to the Jews, You have sent to John and he 
has testified to the truth. Not that I accept human 
testimony; but I mention it that you may be saved. John 
was a lamp that burned and gave light, and you chose for a 
time to enjoy his light. I have testimony weightier than that 
of John. For the very works that the Father has given me 
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to finish, and which I am doing, testify that the Father has 
sent me. (John 5: 33-36) 

The miracles Our age thrives on the blessings of 
science and technology. A frequent feature of news 
bulletins is the latest advance in medical technology, 
holding better prospects for various forms of cancer, heart 
disease, dementia — whatever be the ailment. Wave upon 
wave of advertisements come before the public telling of 
the latest offerings in information technology, better i- 
phones, more powerful laptops, and newer ways to use the 
Internet. It is science and technology that matters, together 
with more sophisticated ways of managing finance, the 
economy and other techniques of doing better in the world. 
That is the salient point: doing better in the world. This 
world is what matters, and indeed for many, this world is 
all that there is. Thus it is that religion is regarded as a 
curious phenomenon, one that we try to be respectful 
about, but basically one not to be taken seriously. The 
reason is that it is this world that matters. Various features 
of this mind-set have their impact on the mind of religious 
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people. For instance, for some religious persons it is 
(paradoxically) even presumed that miracles do not 
happen, scarcely ever happened, and, well, in effect cannot 
happen. The scientific rigour with which the Catholic 
Church admits miracles in the case of those being 
considered for canonization is dismissed by such persons. 
Miracles are assumed to admit always of a natural 
explanation. This is the widespread assumption, at least in 
part due to the influence of the secular starting points of 
modem culture. The point here, though, is that this can 
affect the modern response to the figure of Jesus Christ as 
presented in the Gospels. For if ever there were a figure of 
history connected with miracles, it is Jesus Christ. No one 
can properly compare with him in the range and power of 
his miracles, the greatest being his own rising from the 
dead on the day he said he would, namely on the third day. 
But the special problem of our day is that, despite the 
Gospel testimony of miracles, it is instinctively suspect for 
the modern person who has imbued the assumptions of our 
secular age. Due to these assumptions, we tend to explain 
Christ’s miracles away, or simply ignore them. 
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While our Lord in due course wished to avoid 
working too many miracles because he was being viewed 
as just a miracle-worker whose sole use was to provide 
needed benefits, he still regarded them as important. They 
were important in bringing people to faith — in providing a 
divine testimony as to his Person. So it is that in our 
Gospel passage today our Lord refers to his “works'.” They 
constitute a testimony greater than that given him by John. 
“Jesus said to the Jews, You have sent to John and he has 
testified to the truth. Not that I accept human testimony; 
but I mention it that you may be saved. John was a lamp 
that burned and gave light, and you chose for a time to 
enjoy his light. I have testimony weightier than that of 
John. For the very works that the Father has given me to 
finish, and which I am doing, testify that the Father has 
sent me ” (John 5: 33-36). The “works” here to which our 
Lord refers are not just his miracles, of course, but they do 
include them. In the Gospel of St John, they are “signs” of 
his glory. When Christ worked his first miracle at Cana of 
Galilee, it “ manifested his glory, and his disciples believed 
in him ” (John 2:11). In a confrontation with his enemies 
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during which he said that “I and the Father are one ” (John 
10:30), Christ said to them, “If I am not doing the works of 
my Father, then do not believe me; but if I do them, even 
though you do not believe me, believe the works, that you 
may know and understand that the Father is in me and I 
am in the Father ” (John 10:37-38). His works will help the 
one who contemplates them to know and understand his 
divinity and his relation to his Father. Just before he raised 
Lazarus from four days in the tomb, he prayed to his 
heavenly Father saying, “7 knew that you hear me always, 
but I have said this on account of the people standing by, 
that they may believe that you sent me ” — then he called 
Lazarus forth from his tomb (John 11:41-44). During the 
Last Supper itself he referred to his “works.” “The words 
that I say to you I do not speak on my own authority; but 
the Father who dwells in me does his works. Believe me 
that I am in the Father and the Father in me; or else 
believe me for the sake of the works themselves ” (John 
14:10-11). Christ regarded his “works” as important 
testimony to him. 
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That is to say, we ought contemplate Christ in the full 
sweep of his redemptive activity and mission, including 
amid his numerous miracles. Christ’s miracles — his 
“works” — are a revelation of his Person and his teaching. 
They reveal his holy Person, and they reveal God’s holy 
Plan for man’s salvation and sanctification. They tell us of 
Christ’s might before the greatest evil of all, the sin of the 
world. He was able to break its power and apply the 
blessing to any who approach him. The miracles of Jesus 
Christ demonstrate his holiness and his power to do what 
he came among us to do, to be the Lamb of God effecting 
our redemption. Let us contemplate him all through life as 
the Gospels portray him, then, and shake ourselves free 

-- 
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The Seventeenth Day of December 


Entrance Antiphon Cf. Is 49:13 Rejoice, O heavens, and 
exult, O earth, for our Lord will come to show mercy to his 
poor. 

Collect O God, Creator and Redeemer of human nature, 
who willed that your Word should take flesh in an ever 
virgin womb, look with favour on our prayers, that your 
Only Begotten Son, having taken to himself our humanity, 
may be pleased to grant us a share in his divinity. Who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Genesis 49:2, 8 10; Psalm 72:1 2, 3 4ab, 
7 8,17; Matthew 1:1-17 

The book of the generation of Jesus Christ, the son of 
David, the son of Abraham: Abraham begot Isaac. And 
Isaac begot Jacob. Jacob begot Judas and his brethren. 
Judas begot Phares and Zara of Thamar. Phares begot 
Esron. Esron begot Aram. Aram begot Aminadab. 
Aminadab begot Naasson. Naasson begot Salmon. 
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Salmon begot Booz of Rahab. Booz begot Obed of Ruth. 
Obed begot Jesse. Jesse begot David the king. David the 
king begot Solomon, of her that had been the wife of Urias. 
Solomon begot Roboam. Roboam begot Abia. Abia begot 
Asa. Asa begot Josaphat. Josaphat begot Joram. Joram 
begot Ozias. Ozias begot Joatham. Joatham begot Achaz. 
Achaz begot Ezechias. Ezechias begot Manasses. 
Manesses begot Amon. And Amon begot Josias. Josias 
begot Jechonias and his brethren in the transmigration of 
Babylon. After the transmigration of Babylon, Jechonias 
begot Salathiel. Salathiel begot Zorobabel. Zorobabel 
begot Abiud. Abiud begot Eliacim. Eliacim begot Azor. 
Azor begot Sadoc. Sadoc begot Achim. Achim begot 
Eliud. Eliud begot Eleazar. Eleazar begot Mathan. 
Mathan begot Jacob. Jacob begot Joseph the husband of 
Mary, of whom was born Jesus, who is called Christ. So 
all the generations, from Abraham to David, are fourteen 
generations. From David to the transmigration of 
Babylon, are fourteen generations, and from the 
Babylonian exile to Christ are fourteen generations. 
(Matthew 1:1-17) 
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The King One of the many fascinating things in 
the story of mankind is the rise of great civilizations and 
empires from the humblest beginnings. Perhaps the 
mightiest empire in world history was the Roman — but 
others compete with it in fame. Empires have risen and 
fallen — including the Roman. Modern Rome is a thriving 
city, but of course it is not at all the centre of an Empire — 
the Roman Empire has long disappeared. In its rising 
greatness, classical Rome looked back and viewed its 
beginnings through the prism of its legends and mythology. 
There was the famous story of Romulus and Remus, the 
twins who were nurtured by a she-wolf (set at about 770 
BC). But this (Italian) tale had its (Greek-origin) 
companion which explained the earlier stage. That was 
that Aeneas escaped from the burning Troy (about 1200 
BC), got to Italy and founded the line of Romans through 
his son lulus. lulus went on to found Alba Longa and the 
line of Alban kings who filled the 440 year (or so) 
chronological gap between the Trojan saga and the 
traditional founding of Rome in the 8th century BC. Some 
scholars support the legends, others dismiss them. Perhaps 
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archaeology has something to say for us. Among the 
recent discoveries in Rome, there is a series of fortification 
walls on the north slope of Palatine Hill that can be dated 
to the middle of the 8th century BC. Legend says that 
Romulus ploughed a furrow (sulcus) around the Palatine 
Hill in order to mark the boundary of his new city. There 
is no need for us to go into this — the sole point here is 
that we notice the small beginnings. If Romulus and 
Remus existed, or someone like the two twins (who fell out 
badly), it was a tiny start to something that would greatly 
impress history over the succeeding centuries. At the time 
Romulus was ploughing his sulcus around the Palatine 
Hill, far to the west across the Mediterranean, Amaziah, 
king of Judah was probably reigning. The Hebrews — if 
we see their beginnings with Abraham — had been 
growing in fits and starts for over a thousand years already. 
They had their moments of glory, such as in the escape 
from Egypt led by Moses, in the decades of David and 
Solomon, and in other episodes. But what was it that 
finally came from this out-of-the-way people? It was not a 
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great temporal empire. It was, rather, an eternal King and 
an eternal Kingdom. 

Yes, indeed, and we are not speaking here of myth 
and legend. While the Romans looked back and enshrined 
their romantic thoughts in mythological figures (with, 
probably, some links with past facts), the contemporaneous 
people across the western horizon looked forward with 
growing expectation to a sure glory that would come forth 
from their midst. It would be a glory for them and for the 
nations — all the families of the earth would be blessed 
(Genesis 12:2-3). The great Expectation had been planted 
in them from above, and it never left them. It grew 
continuously, with more and deeper contours appearing in 
the picture. This tiny embattled people, divided, rent 
asunder, deported, pulverized, ever rising from the ashes, 
would produce a flower the like of which the world had 
never seen. It all began with Abraham. It reached heights 
in Moses, and again in David. It was a story of highs and 
lows, of sin and sanctity, but out of it all would come a son 
of Abraham and a son of David, and to him would be given 
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the dominion, an eternal dominion, and all the nations 
would serve him. The story of great civilizations is always 
of interest, perhaps especially when their beginnings are 
known. They show forth the grandeur and the misery of 
man. How apt is the story of the Tower of Babel in the 
Book of Genesis (Genesis 11: 1-9)! The people aimed to 
build a tower that would reach heaven — there was nothing 
they thought they could not then do. Such ambitions are 
beyond the powers of man. But the greatness of the 
Hebrews is due to God. He did the building, and the 
Kingdom he had promised would be led by a Messiah he 
would send. The Messiah came forth from Abraham and 
David, and the people of God whom they represent and led. 
He is the flower of their race, the Gift of God. In him we 
see what God can do and what God can give to man. With 
man it is impossible, but with God all things are possible 
— and our Gospel passage today with its genealogy of 
Jesus Christ shows us this in dramatic terms. It ends its 
story with the birth of Jesus Christ, Son of God and Son of 
Man. It is a lesson for the ages — we must count on God 
and his promises. He has great plans for man. He intended 
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to redeem him from sin and to sanctify him. This he does 
through Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God who took away the 
sin of the world. 

Let us appreciate the Blessing that is Jesus Christ, in 
whom, as St Paul writes, is to be found every heavenly 
blessing. As we think of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, we 
think of the history of God’s chosen people from its 
humble and very historical beginnings in Abraham and his 
call by God. Thus it began, thus it struggled, thus it 
reached its zenith — not in a temporal kingdom, not in a 
kingdom of this world — as Christ told Pilate — but in a 
kingdom that was divine. It brought forth the Kingdom of 
God which is found in the very Person of Jesus Christ, the 
head of his Church, and in union with him. Let us marvel 
at the power and the works of God! Ah yes — Jesus 
Christ! 
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The Eighteenth Day of December 


Entrance Antiphon Christ our King is coming, he is the 
Lamb foretold by John. 

Collect Grant, we pray, almighty God, that we, who are 
weighed down from of old by slavery beneath the yoke of 
sin, may be set free by the newness of the long-awaited 
Nativity of your Only Begotten Son. Who lives and reigns 
with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever 
and ever. 

Scripture today : Jeremiah 23:5-8; Ps. 72:1-2, 12-13, 18-19; 

Matthew 1:18-25 

Now this is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about. 
When his mother Mary was betrothed to Joseph, but before 
they lived together, she was found with child through the 
holy Spirit. Joseph her husband, since he was a righteous 
man, yet unwilling to expose her to shame, decided to 
divorce her quietly. Such was his intention when, behold, 
the angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, 
“Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary your 


- 156 - 



wife into your home. For it is through the holy Spirit that 
this child has been conceived in her. She will bear a son 
and you are to name him Jesus, because he will save his 
people from their sins. ’’All this took place to fulfil what the 
Lord had said through the prophet: Behold, the virgin shall 
be with child and bear a son, and they shall name him 
Emmanuel, which means “God is with us. ’’ When Joseph 
awoke, he did as the angel of the Lord had commanded him 
and took his wife into his home. He had no relations with 
her prior to the birth of her son, and he named him Jesus. 
(Matthew 1,18-24) 

How he was born If we consider the prominent 
figures of the ancient world — let us say, Alexander the 
Great and his father Philip of Macedon, Darius the Great, 
the famous philosophers Socrates, Plato and Aristotle, 
Hannibal, Scipio, Pompey, the most famous of the Caesars, 
the founders of some world religions such as Zarathustra, 
Buddha, Confucius, Mahomet — what do we know of the 
circumstances of their births? Not very much, it seems to 
me. It would be an interesting study to compare what we 
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know of the birth and infancy of Jesus with what we know 
of the infancy of those other figures. Now, inasmuch as 
the Christian knows that there is no equal to Jesus in all 
human history in terms of his person and what he has done 
for mankind, how good a thing it is that the Gospels of 
Matthew and Luke provide us with so much information 
about his infancy ! If we think of the paucity of information 
provided about the birth of other great figures of that era, 
we are lucky indeed and we ought treasure the inspired 
narratives we have. Let us treasure them in the way our 
Lady treasured what she saw and heard at the time of our 
Lord’s birth. She “ treasured all these things and pondered 
them in her heart ”, we are told. Let us “treasure” this 
precious history in union with Mary, the most privileged 
eye-witness of all, and undoubtedly the principal and 
ultimate source of the infancy narratives. These infancy 
accounts ought foster in our hearts a love for the holy 
persons at the centre of the story. So then, let us ponder on 
what we are told in today’s Gospel (Matthew 1,18-24) 
about the birth of Jesus Christ. 
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The first thing we notice in our text today (from 
Matthew’s Gospel) is that the events are narrated mainly 
from Joseph’s perspective. He is the principal one 
considering the unfolding drama before him, and the 
revelation he receives is the one we are invited to 
contemplate. So let us go to Joseph, as Teresa of Avila 
used to say, calling Joseph her father and her lord. One of 
the fruits of the Christmas season ought be a rediscovery of 
the goodness and greatness of Joseph. It was to him that 
God entrusted the Virgin and her child. If because Mary’s 
vocation was to be the mother of the Son of God made man 
she received such stupendous gifts of grace such that the 
angel addressed her as “full of grace", what are we to think 
of Joseph? His vocation was to be Mary’s very husband 
and the fatherly guardian of the Messiah her son. How 
greatly God must have prepared his soul for this 
incomparable intimacy with these two most holy of 
persons! The mind of the Church has progressively 
appreciated how high would have been his sanctity, a 
sanctity buried in a commonplace obscurity. How greatly 
he must have been loved by Mary his wife. How greatly 
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he must have been venerated and loved by Jesus his 
foster-child. Mary referred to him as Jesus’ father (Luke 
2:48). It all began with the events recounted in today’s 
Gospel, when the perplexed and holy Joseph was 
enlightened by the angel as to the plan of God. So, “ when 
Joseph awoke, he did as the angel of the Lord had 
commanded him and took his wife into his home ” (Matthew 
1,18-24). Thereupon began the hidden marvel of the Holy 
Family. 

Let us today contemplate “ how Jesus Christ came to 
be born , \ but from the perspective of our father Joseph. 
He is the protector of the universal Church because he was 
the protector and provider of the Holy Family, so let us not 
neglect him. How could Mary neglect his prayers on our 
behalf, how could Jesus? If Joseph has something to take 
to God on our behalf, would not Mary join him in this 
petition? Would not our great high priest and intercessor, 
Jesus Christ himself? So then, let us learn to go to Josephl 

-- 
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The Nineteenth Day of December 


Entrance Antiphon Cf. Heb 10: 37 He who is to come 
will come and will not delay, and now there will be no fear 
within our land, for he is our Saviour. 

Collect O God, who through the child-bearing of the holy 
Virgin graciously revealed the radiance of your glory to the 
world, grant, we pray, that we may venerate with integrity 
of faith the mystery of so wondrous an Incarnation and 
always celebrate it with due reverence. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Judges 13:2-7, 24-25a; Psalm 71:3-4a, 
5-6ab, 16-17; Luke 1:5-25 

In the days of Herod, King of Judea, there was a 
priest named Zechariah of the priestly division ofAbijah; 
his wife was from the daughters of Aaron, and her name 
was Elizabeth. Both were righteous in the eyes of God, 
observing all the commandments and ordinances of the 
Lord blamelessly. But they had no child, because 
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Elizabeth was barren and both were advanced in years. 
Once when he was serving as priest in his division’s turn 
before God, according to the practice of the priestly 
service, he was chosen by lot to enter the sanctuary of the 
Lord to burn incense. Then, when the whole assembly of 
the people was praying outside at the hour of the incense 
offering, the angel of the Lord appeared to him, standing at 
the right of the altar of incense. Zechariah was troubled by 
what he saw, and fear came upon him. But the angel said 
to him, “Do not be afraid, Zechariah, because your prayer 
has been heard. Your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, 
and you shall name him John. And you will have joy and 
gladness, and many will rejoice at his birth, for he will be 
great in the sight of (the) Lord. He will drink neither wine 
nor strong drink. He will be filled with the holy Spirit even 
from his mother’s womb, and he will turn many of the 
children of Israel to the Lord their God. He will go before 
him in the spirit and power of Elijah to turn the hearts of 
fathers toward children and the disobedient to the 
understanding of the righteous, to prepare a people fit for 
the Lord. ” Then Zechariah said to the angel, “How shall I 
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know this? For I am an old man, and my wife is advanced 
in years. ” And the angel said to him in reply, “I am 
Gabriel, who stand before God. I was sent to speak to you 
and to announce to you this good news. But now you will 
be speechless and unable to talk until the day these things 
take place, because you did not believe my words, which 
will be fulfilled at their proper time. ” Meanwhile the 
people were waiting for Zechariah and were amazed that 
he stayed so long in the sanctuary. But when he came out, 
he was unable to speak to them, and they realized that he 
had seen a vision in the sanctuary. He was gesturing to 
them but remained mute. Then, when his days of ministry 
were completed, he went home. After this time his wife 
Elizabeth conceived, and she went into seclusion for five 
months, saying, So has the Lord done for me at a time 
when he has seen fit to take away my disgrace before 
others. (Luke 1:5-25) 

The Annunciation St Luke begins his account of 
the coming of the Messiah by stating that he means to be 
presenting actual facts, real history. He opens his 
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panorama with the lens directed on to the priest Zechariah 
and his wife Elizabeth who was also descended from a 
priestly line. “Both were righteous in the eyes of God, 
observing all the commandments and ordinances of the 
Lord blamelessly ’ (Luke 1:5-25). Elizabeth was a relation 
of the Virgin Mary — perhaps a cousin or even sister of 
one of her parents. They were a good and holy couple and 
one gets the impression that their entire lives had been 
lived in this profoundly religious spirit. “ But they had no 
child, because Elizabeth was barren and both were 
advanced in years ”, and so their lives had carried a burden 
of unfulfilled hopes. We are given the angel’s words to 
Zechariah, which include the information that they had 
prayed for a child, and not having received one, they 
continued in obedience to God. But how greatly did God 
reward them! For the child to be theirs was to be a second 
Elijah come back. His arrival would be their “joy and 
gladness ” and his life would be the cause of so much good 
in the sight of God. “He will be great in the sight of the 
Lord’’'’ and “will be filled with the holy Spirit even from his 
mother’s womb ”, and will go before the Lord “in the spirit 
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and power of Elijah'’' to “ prepare a people fit for the Lord." 
Zechariah and Elizabeth were not given to foresee the 
future and how this prediction would unfold, but it was a 
spectacular answer to their humble and obedient prayer, a 
great reward for their persevering fidelity despite 
disappointment. After the Messiah himself, what greater 
son could any Old Testament couple hope to have been 
given? Their son was to be the great Precursor. 

So then, let us think of the mercy and goodness of 
God towards this humble and holy couple. It was a 
manifestation of the mercy of God, which is the principal 
feature of the revelation which the God of both Testaments 
made of himself. He is a God rich in mercy. But our story 
contains a further twist of great relevance, because it sets 
before us the response of Zechariah to the message of the 
Angel, and that response was not pleasing to God. Good 
though he was, he doubted the word of the Angel. He 
asked for proof “/or I am an old man, and my wife is 
advanced in years ”, manifesting doubt as to the power of 
God to effect what had just been promised. All through his 
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public ministry years later Jesus was asking for faith that 
he could do what he promised or what people asked of him. 
“Do you believe I can do this for you? ” our Lord was often 
asking his petitioners. “ Unless you see signs and wonders 
you will not believer our Lord stated to one person. When 
at the synagogue of Capernaum he announced what was to 
be one of his greatest future miracles, the miracle of the 
Eucharist, many of his disciples left him. It was too much 
for them. On the occasion of the archangel Gabriel’s 
announcement to Zechariah of the coming birth of his son, 
Zechariah failed in this fundamental requirement to believe 
what God promises. He lacked sufficient faith. It was a 
moral failure and the Angel Gabriel showed forth God’s 
displeasure and punished him accordingly. God did not 
take back his gift and Zechariah dutifully submitted and 
went on in the love of God, but this sequence of events in 
our Gospel today is very instructive to us as we get ready 
to celebrate the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

The annunciation of the birth of John the Baptist tells 
us of the power of God and of our call to believe in his 
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power. The power of God is shown forth in his mercy. At 
her annunciation, Mary believed in the power of God to do 
what he mercifully promised, while at his annunciation 
Zechariah failed to believe. He went on in obedience to 
God together with his wife and lived to see God’s mercy 
fulfilled. Let us learn, from his momentary failure to put 
our faith in God, to live our life according to faith. We 
must not fail in faith. To withhold faith is the temptation 
of our time. 
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The Twentieth Day of December 


Entrance Antiphon Cf. Is 11: 1; 40: 5; Lk 3: 6 A branch 
shall sprout from the root of Jesse, and the glory of the 
Lord will fill the whole earth, and all flesh will see the 
salvation of God. 

Collect O God, eternal majesty, whose ineffable Word the 
immaculate Virgin received through the message of an 
Angel and so became the dwelling-place of divinity, filled 
with the light of the Holy Spirit, grant, we pray, that by her 
example we may in humility hold fast to your will. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Isaiah 7:10-14; Psalm 24:1-2, 3-4ab, 5-6; 

Luke 1:26-38 

In the sixth month, the angel Gabriel was sent from 
God to a town of Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin 
betrothed to a man named Joseph, of the house of David, 
and the virgin’s name was Mary. And coming to her, he 
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said, “Hail, favoured one! The Lord is with you. ” But she 
was greatly troubled at what was said and pondered what 
sort of greeting this might be. Then the angel said to her, 
“Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favour with 
God. Behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a 
son, and you shall name him Jesus. He will be great and 
will be called Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will 
give him the throne of David his father, and he will rule 
over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there 
will be no end. ” But Mary said to the angel, “How can this 
be, since I have no relations with a man?” And the angel 
said to her in reply, “The holy Spirit will come upon you, 
and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. 
Therefore the child to be born will be called holy, the Son 
of God. And behold, Elizabeth, your relative, has also 
conceived a son in her old age, and this is the sixth month 
for her who was called barren; for nothing will be 
impossible for God. ” Mary said, “Behold, I am the 
handmaid of the Lord. May it be done to me according to 
your word. ” Then the angel departed from her. (Luke 
1:26-38). 
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Mary Down through the ages of the Christian era 
there has been a great icon common to the Christian East 
and the Christian West: it is the icon of Mary and her 
Child. Countless Christians contemplate Christ with his 
mother, and one of the sad losses undergone by the 
adherents of the Protestant Reformation was that of Mary. 
She was separated from the Child and lost from their 
religious devotion. Indeed, the Child Jesus too tended to 
be lost in exclusive favour of the Man Jesus. In our Gospel 
passage today, the archangel Gabriel is “ sent by God to a 
town of Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin betrothed to a 
man named Joseph, of the house of David, and the virgin’s 
name was Mary ” (Luke 1:26). Observe, though, the 
veneration he displays towards the young woman to whom 
he has been sent. He addresses her as the favoured one, or 
alternatively, as the one who is full of grace. Reading the 
text carefully, one suspects that his expressions of respect 
and veneration were not just momentary, because we are 
told that Mary “ was greatly troubled at what was said and 
pondered what sort of greeting this might be.” It is as if the 
greeting was extended and fulsome, as if the angel is in 
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some sense bowing low before the Virgin he is addressing. 
It looks to have been a singular and most striking greeting 
involving more than what is so briefly reported, a greeting 
which Mary is in no way used to. The angel is full of 
admiration and unfeigned love for the one who is before 
him and this profound regard he manifests. Mary responds 
with a form of fear and wonderment at “ what sort of 
greeting this might be.” Thinking of the greeting of the 
angel, how precious to us ought be his words every time 
we pray the “ Hail Mary”\ Hail Mary, full of grace, we 
pray countless times over the course of life. Let this 
repeated prayer be genuine! 

Such was Mary in the eyes of this great and holy 
spirit, the archangel Gabriel. He was standing before the 
one who in a few moments would be the mother of God 
made man, and he greets her as a creature beyond compare. 
But now, he brings his message that God wishes her to be 
the mother of the Messiah. Her child would be “ great”, 
and we notice how this word has no qualification. He is 
not “ great in the sight of the Lord” (that is, in the judgment 
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of God) as would be John the Baptist. No, her child will be 
simply and absolutely “ great ”, great as God is great. He 
will “ be called Son of the Most High, and the Lord God 
will give him the throne of David his father, and he will 
rule over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom 
there will be no end.'’’’ Taking the words as they stand, how 
could we possibly consider any other son of Adam to 
compare with him? These words about the Child come 
from heaven before his conception and we ought let them 
sink into our soul during this Advent and Christmas season. 
The divine and human uniqueness of Jesus Christ ought be 
impressed on our mind and religious imagination in such a 
way that any study we make of other religions and their 
founders ought reinforce and not weaken our sense of his 
exalted person and mission. Our danger today is that of 
considering Christ as, admittedly, a very great figure in the 
history of man, but nevertheless of the same order as 
Moses, Buddha, Mahomet, Zarathustra, and others — even 
if greater than them all. This is basically the position of the 
fourth century Arius, and requires no special spiritual 
insight because the greatness of Christ ought be obvious. 
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The real challenge is to arrive (through faith) at the 
knowledge of him that has been revealed by God. The 
words of the archangel Gabriel to the Virgin telling her 
about the Child will help us do this. 

So let us be instructed by the archangel Gabriel as to 
who Mary and her Child really are. Let us place ourselves 
by his side as he gazes at the woman he so highly 
venerates. Let us make his words of greeting our own as 
we bow low in love and admiration before her. She is 
God’s perfect jewel. Let us contemplate her great Child 
whom she now begins to carry. “He will rule over the 
house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no 
end.” Let us contemplate this Child living and working 
with his mother, together with Joseph, in the years of 
Nazareth. Let us contemplate him on the Cross redeeming 
the world, and each of us in it, including his all-holy 
mother. Let us never separate Christ from Mary, for Jesus 
comes to us through and with his Mother. 

-- 
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Twenty-first Day of December 


Entrance Antiphon Cf. Is 7: 14; 8: 10 The Lord and Ruler 
will be coming soon, and his name will called be 
Emmanuel, because he will be called God-with-us. 

Collect Hear in kindness, O Lord, the prayers of your 
people, that those who rejoice at the coming of your Only 
Begotten Son in our flesh may, when at last he comes in 
glory, gain the reward of eternal life. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Song of Songs 2:8-14 or Zephaniah 3:14- 
18a; Psalm 33:2-3, 11-12, 20-21; Luke 1:39-45 

During those days Mary set out and travelled to the 
hill country in haste to a town of Judah, where she entered 
the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. When 
Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the infant leaped in her 
womb, and Elizabeth, filled with the holy Spirit, cried out 
in a loud voice and said, “Most blessed are you among 
women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. And how 


- 174 - 



does this happen to me, that the mother of my Lord should 
come to me? For at the moment the sound of your greeting 
reached my ears, the infant in my womb leaped for joy. 
Blessed are you who believed that what was spoken to you 
by the Lord would be fulfilled. ” (Luke 1,39-45) 

What Mary brings Saint Jerome wrote that 
ignorance of the Scriptures is ignorance of Christ. Of 
course, he was not meaning to say that the inability to read 
the Scriptures or a lack of access to the reading of the 
Scriptures will necessarily bring with it ignorance of 
Christ. Such a position would exclude all illiterates and 
very poor readers from union with our Lord. No, he is 
speaking of ignorance of the content of the Scriptures. 
This content can be brought to people in a variety of ways, 
and the faithful can appropriate this content by different 
routes, the most privileged (but not the only) way being 
their actual reading of the Scriptures. That said, if we are 
to take our cue from the Gospel accounts themselves, the 
Christian life is impoverished if it has little or no place for 
Mary - who features so clearly in the Scriptures. Our 
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Gospel of today is a case in point. Mary is the main 
protagonist of our passage, and the love and veneration 
shown her by Elizabeth her kinswoman surely reflects both 
the attitude of the early Church and the inspired intent of 
the Gospels. Mary brings to Elizabeth and the unborn John 
the person of her “Lord”, as Elizabeth calls him. We think 
of Christ’s common title of “Lord” in the Scriptures and 
the early Church, and we remember Thomas at the end of 
the Gospel of St John addressing the risen Jesus as “my 
Lord and my God.” So Mary brings the “Lord” to Elizabeth 
and to John. The effect is immediate. With the coming of 
the Lord in the womb of the Virgin Mary there comes the 
gift of the Holy Spirit, and John leaps in the womb of 
Elizabeth. Thus was fulfilled the prophecy of the 
archangel to Zechariah that his great son would be filled 
with the Holy Spirit from his mother’s womb. This 
happened with the coming of Mary. Elizabeth too is “filled 
with the Holy Spirit”, and in the Holy Spirit she gives 
inspired utterance to the blessedness of the mother of her 
Lord (Luke 1: 39-45). 
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Christ came to redeem man from his sins and to send 
the gift of the Holy Spirit. Before he ascended into heaven 
he instructed his disciples to await the Promise in 
Jerusalem. Then at Pentecost the Spirit came to the 
Church. The Holy Spirit is our Sanctifier, and he is the gift 
of Jesus our Redeemer. But our Redeemer came to us 
through the Virgin Mary, who herself was the greatest 
beneficiary of the redemptive work of her Son. So when 
she comes bearing Christ with her, the Holy Spirit comes 
to us. All this is encapsulated in our scene today of the 
Visitation of the Virgin Mary to her kinswoman Elizabeth. 
When Mary came, the Holy Spirit was conferred on both 
the unborn John and his mother, because in Mary and with 
her came the Saviour. If Mary comes to us, or if we draw 
near to her in loving faith, we shall be drawing near to 
Jesus, and this will bring us the gift and grace of the Holy 
Spirit. Thus is devotion to our Lady a most powerful help 
to holiness. It was through the presence of Mary that 
Elizabeth and her unborn child received the gift of the Holy 
Spirit, because it was through the presence of Mary that 
Christ was present. Undoubtedly in the early Church this 
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was the common experience. Wherever Mary was, the 
risen Christ would have been present in an altogether 
special way in grace and power. If anyone approached the 
mother of Jesus in the infant Church, the Holy Spirit would 
have been especially active. This is not to say that the 
Holy Spirit would have been active only when Mary was 
physically present, but our Gospel today reminds us of the 
exceptional role of Mary in Christ being brought to the 
world, and in the Holy Spirit being conferred on the 
faithful. She is the one who is “’full of grace”, the “mother 
of my Lord”, and therefore the mother of the Church. 

Let us every day welcome Mary into our home, the 
home of our hearts, in the way Elizabeth welcomed her. 
Let us place ourselves at the foot of the cross with John and 
Mary, hearing the words of our Lord to her that his beloved 
disciple was now her own son, and his words to him that 
Mary was now his own mother. He then received her into 
his own home - as had Elizabeth decades before. Let us 
take her to our own home too. Let us ask her to dwell with 
us constantly as she did with John. Let us ask her, in Jesus, 
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to bring us the grace of the Holy Spirit, guiding us so that 
we do not make the Holy Spirit sad , as St Paul expresses it 
in one of his Letters. Let us entrust ourselves to Mary our 
Mother and Model, asking her to form us in the image of 
her divine Son. 
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The Twenty-second Day of December 


Entrance Antiphon Ps 24 (23): 7 O gates, lift high your 
heads; grow higher, ancient doors. Let him enter, the king 
of glory! 

Collect O God, who, seeing the human race fallen into 
death, willed to redeem it by the coming of your Only 
Begotten Son, grant, we pray, that those who confess his 
Incarnation with humble fervour may merit his company as 
their Redeemer. Who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 1 Samuel 1:24-28; 1 Samuel 2:1, 4-8; 

Luke 1:46-56 

And Mary said: ‘My soul proclaims the greatness of 
the Lord; my spirit rejoices in God my saviour. For he has 
looked upon his handmaid’s lowliness; behold, from now 
on will all ages call me blessed. The Mighty One has done 
great things for me, and holy is his name. His mercy is 
from age to age to those who fear him. He has shown 
might with his arm, dispersed the arrogant of mind and 
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heart. He has thrown down the rulers from their thrones 
but lifted up the lowly. The hungry he has filled with good 
things; the rich he has sent away empty. He has helped 
Israel his servant, remembering his mercy, according to his 
promise to our fathers, to Abraham and to his descendants 
forever. ” Mary remained with her about three months and 
then returned to her home. (Luke 1:46-56) 

The Mighty One The word “spirituality” is a very 
commonly used word now. It can be used in opposition to 
“religion” or “organized religion,” or “dogma” and 
“doctrine.” By the phrase “a person’s spirituality” we often 
mean a person’s image and view of God and how this view 
of God shapes a person’s life. Living a “spiritual life,” and 
having a genuine “spirituality” is a good use of words 
provided it indicates a genuine interest in living a religious 
life involving the mind, heart and soul, shaped by objective 
facts and by what God has revealed. As we approach the 
celebration of Christmas, the inspired authors provide us 
with immensely helpful details of Jesus at his birth and in 
his infancy, and of Mary and Joseph who received him into 
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their lives. Particularly important is the figure of the 
Virgin Mary. There is an aspect of Mary’s uniquely 
profound spirituality which is often overlooked, and it is 
revealed to us in her famous prayer, the Magnificat, which 
we have before us in today’s Gospel. This is an important 
prayer in the Church’s life and prayer. Consider Mary’s 
view of God as “the Mighty One ” (or “the Almighty”) who 
has done such “ great things ” for her (Luke 1:46-56). As I 
have remarked elsewhere in these thoughts on the daily 
Gospel, in the Magnificat prayer, holiness and mercy 
feature prominently in Mary’s description of God her 
Saviour. But let us note also how she looks on God as an 
active power, a Warrior (as it were) defending and lifting 
up the lowly. He is “the Mighty One.” He has “might with 
his arm ” and has shown this might by scattering the 
arrogant and toppling rulers from their thrones. He fills the 
hungry and sends the rich away and empty. Mary 
undoubtedly had her religious imagination nourished by 
the historical books of the Bible with their battles, defeats 
and victories - such as the Books of Samuel, the Kings and 
the Maccabees. 
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Mary has a vivid sense of the almighty power of God 
and how this power is the refuge of the defenceless against 
the proud and brutal. It is part and parcel of Mary’s 
holiness to be a warrior with God on behalf of the lowly 
and the hungry. That is to say, she is our help and 
defender, just as the Holy Spirit is our defender and our 
advocate against the Accuser. The famous devotional title 
of our Lady as “ Help of Christians' ’ is very appropriate and 
scriptural, and it refers especially to Mary being our helper 
when under great threat from enemies. In the Book of 
Genesis, God promises that “/ will put enmity between you 
and the woman, and between your seed and her seed; 
he/she shall bruise your head ” (1:15). In Christian art, 
Mary is often depicted with her foot on the head of the 
Serpent. In the Book of Revelation (ch.12), the woman 
clothed with the sun is pitted against the dragon, “ that 
ancient serpent .” She is the Queen-mother, and in her 
protecting spirit she reflects our warrior Lord and God 
who, though he may seem to delay, is our true stay. Mary 
is, then, a very active Mother. I once saw a nature film of a 
household cat fighting off a poisonous reptile advancing to 
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take one of her kittens. The cat knew well that the reptile 
could destroy her but she attacked and jumped back, 
attacked again and jumped back, dodging the lunges of the 
snake. She finally prevailed and the reptile turned away. 
She had saved her kittens. Fighting off and defending 
against what is of danger to one’s dependents is a 
manifestation of love, and in the animal kingdom this 
instinct is one of the manifestations of the love that is at the 
heart of the universe. God has revealed himself as our 
Defender, and Mary shows herself in her Magnificat to be 
profoundly aware of this. She then is our Queen, the Help 
of Christians. Time and again in the history of the Church, 
the pastors and faithful have turned to their Queen in 
prayer to defend them in the hour of peril. She has proved 
time and again to be their help and stay. 

Holy Mary, mother of God, pray for us sinners now 
and at the hour of our death! Let us entrust ourselves to 
her keeping. Mary our gentle and most holy mother is our 
defender, like her God whom she calls here the Mighty 
One, the Almighty, her Saviour. She will defend us in the 
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hour of our need, be it now or at the hour of our death. Let 
us remember those words of Saint Thomas More, the great 
chancellor, lawyer and scholar of England, which he wrote 
in a letter to his daughter as he awaited the scaffold: 
“Though I lose my head, I’ll come to no harm.” Let us 
entrust ourselves entirely to the keeping of Mary our 
mother and queen. 

-- 
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The Twenty-third Day of December 


Entrance Antiphon Cf. Is 9: 5; Ps 72 (71): 17 A child 
shall be born for us, and he will be called God, the 
Almighty; every tribe of the earth shall be blest in him. 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, as we see how the 
Nativity of your Son according to the flesh draws near, we 
pray that to us, your unworthy servants, mercy may flow 
from your Word, who chose to become flesh of the Virgin 
Mary and establish among us his dwelling, Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Malachi 3:1-4, 23-24; Psalm 25: 4- 
5ab, 8-9, 10 and 14; Luke 1: 57-66 

When the time arrived for Elizabeth to have her child 
she gave birth to a son. Her neighbours and relatives 
heard that the Lord had shown his great mercy toward her, 
and they rejoiced with her. When they came on the eighth 
day to circumcise the child, they were going to call him 
Zechariah after his father, but his mother said in reply, 
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“No. He will be called John. ” But they answered her, 
“There is no one among your relatives who has this 
name. ” So they made signs, asking his father what he 
wished him to be called. He asked for a tablet and wrote, 
“John is his name, ” and all were amazed. Immediately his 
mouth was opened, his tongue freed, and he spoke blessing 
God. Then fear came upon all their neighbours, and all 
these matters were discussed throughout the hill country of 
Judea. All who heard these things took them to heart, 
saying, “What, then, will this child be?” For surely the 
hand of the Lord was with him. (Luke 1: 57-66) 

The Unseen One For many years during the past 
century there was the theological and philosophical fad that 
“God is dead”. God was, as we say, out of the equation. It 
was thought that he made no difference, and that one could 
easily live as if he did not exist. I remember watching a 
television debate nearly forty years ago and a Christian 
participant said that he would believe in the Devil only if 
the Devil would show himself visibly. That was to say that 
the only real test of reality was an empirical test. Years 
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ago I met a deacon in Bolivia. He was said to be one of the 
leading poets of his country, and he showed me a small 
book of his poems. It was entitled “The Silence of God”, 
and God’s “silence” — his seeming absence in terms of 
concrete action — was a principal theme of the work. 
There is no doubt that because the things of God are not 
physically tangible, modern man has a problem with 
religious faith. I remember years ago speaking to a person 
who told me that she had a real difficulty with the whole 
idea of consecrated celibacy because what she wanted was 
someone she could see and hear and touch. Yes indeed, 
that is the difficulty if one has a weak faith in the realities 
that are unseen. God is unseen, as is the risen Christ, as are 
the angels and the saints, but that does not mean that these 
heavenly realities are any the less real or active. The 
unseen God is immensely active, and all we have to do is 
look around us and observe the vast world in which we 
live. This universe that is our home is the object of God’s 
constant imminent presence and creative action. 
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This divine action is what we observe in today’s 
Gospel passage (Luke 1: 57-66). God is acting silently and 
in hidden fashion, yet powerfully. He is preparing for the 
eventual appearance of John the Precursor, and in our 
passage he makes his presence greatly felt. The naming of 
the boy is imminent and both Elizabeth and her silent 
husband Zechariah signal that his name is to be John. At 
that point Zechariah’s tongue is “freed and he spoke 
blessing God” The people strongly sense that God is at 
work and “fear came upon all their neighbours and these 
matters were discussed throughout the hill country of 
Judea.” The hand of the Lord was seen to be present with 
the child, and they wondered what his future course would 
be. God was sensed to be present and active, though of 
course unseen. So then, we are reminded that behind the 
ordinary course of everyday life, so filled with the 
commonplace routine of daily service, there is a far, far 
greater reality at work. God is present and active in our 
life, in the life of every other person, in the life of our 
society and community, and in the life of the world. He is 
pursuing his redemptive and sanctifying plans, and if due 
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to our sins things go wrong in our life and in human history 
he, as it were, starts again like the potter. God is the master 
craftsman and he has the power to achieve his aims. 
Zechariah did not believe the word of the angel, but God’s 
promise was fulfilled. Years later there would be so little 
cooperation with the work of our Lord himself, so much 
persecution, but his work of redemption was fulfilled. 

There is so much sin and failure in our life, but if we 
trust and always begin again, God will attain his ends. Let 
us be filled with a sense of the silent, hidden, but almighty 
providence of God. The hand of the Lord is with us. We 
do not see him at work, but he is certainly at work. “My 
Father goes on working our Lord once replied to his 
accusers, “and so I go on working .” He brings all things 
together for the benefit of those who love him, St Paul 
writes, and especially does he bring together for our good 
those things that appear to be inimical to our best interests. 
God will see us through and achieve his plan, just as he 
achieved his plan as narrated in our Gospel today. 

-- 
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Fourth Sunday of Advent C 


Entrance Antiphon Cf. Is 45: 8 Drop down dew from 
above, you heavens, and let the clouds rain down the Just 
One; let the earth be opened and bring forth a Saviour. 

Collect Pour forth, we beseech you, O Lord, your grace 
into our hearts, that we, to whom the Incarnation of Christ 
your Son was made known by the message of an Angel, 
may by his Passion and Cross be brought to the glory of his 
Resurrection. Who lives and reigns with you in the unity 
of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Micah 5:l-4a; Ps. 80: 2-3, 15-16, 18-19; 
Hebrews 10:5-10; Luke 1:39-45 

During those days Mary set out and travelled to the 
hill country in haste to a town of Judah, where she entered 
the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. When 
Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the infant leaped in her 
womb, and Elizabeth, filled with the holy Spirit, cried out 
in a loud voice and said, “Most blessed are you among 
women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. And how 
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does this happen to me, that the mother of my Lord should 
come to me? For at the moment the sound of your greeting 
reached my ears, the infant in my womb leaped for joy. 
Blessed are you who believed that what was spoken to you 
by the Lord would be fulfilled. ” (Luke 1:39-45) 

Mary our model On this last Sunday of Advent, 
the Church invites us to contemplate Mary, our mother and 
our model. Our Gospel today places us in the scene of 
Mary visiting her kinswoman Elizabeth. Elizabeth is 
preparing for her son who will be the Precursor of the 
Messiah, and Mary is preparing for her Son who is the 
divine Messiah himself. Each child has been given his 
name from heaven. The unborn Redeemer is the soul of 
our Gospel scene and the source of all the blessings 
extolled there, but Mary is the one in our passage whom we 
are invited especially to contemplate. It is she who arrives 
and greets Elizabeth, occasioning a tremendous experience 
for both the unborn John who “ leaped ” in his mother’s 
womb and for his mother Elizabeth who was then ‘ filled 
with the Holy Spirit ” (Luke 1:39-45). It is Mary whom 
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Elizabeth, moved by the Holy Spirit, praises so highly for 
her dignity as mother of the Lord and her perfect faith in 
the word of God. She is the object of Elizabeth’s inspired 
utterance. Let us then contemplate Mary, the grandest of all 
God’s creatures. The marvellous thing about the people of 
Israel was that God dwelt with them as his own chosen 
people. He was their God and they were his people. They 
were his special choice. They knew him and he dwelt with 
them. While they were in the wilderness on journey to the 
promised land, God travelled with them within the pillar of 
cloud. He was God-with-them. The prophet Isaiah 
predicted the coming of a child who would be Emmanuel, 
God-with-them. As God dwelt with them, so God dwelt 
with and in Mary as she came to Elizabeth. In her, God 
had in hidden fashion built himself a worthy and perfect 
abode, the Tabernacle which he himself had fashioned. In 
this, she is the embodiment of Israel, the perfect daughter 
of the chosen race, the Daughter of Sion, the one who 
represents all that God intended his people to be as his 
dwelling place on earth. She is the abode of God and 
carries the Child who is both God and man. She is God’s 
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temple and Ark, pointing to the indwelling of the Holy 
Trinity in the Church and in each of us who are baptized 
and in the state of grace. In Mary we contemplate God’s 
living home, his holy shrine, the Ark of the covenant, and 
in this she is the beginning and the model of the Church 
and of each one of us. We ought aspire every day to be 
like her, a worthy dwelling place of God. 

As well as being the dwelling place of God the Son 
made man, Mary is the Temple of the Holy Spirit. At the 
Annunciation the angel told her that the Holy Spirit would 
come upon her. By his power, the holy Child would be 
conceived. By the power of the Holy Spirit she herself had 
been preserved from original sin from the instant of her 
conception. By his grace and her cooperation she had been 
constantly kept from the slightest stain of sin. Mary was 
full of grace and the Holy Spirit, and for this reason she 
was addressed with such honour by the archangel Gabriel 
on the occasion of the Annunciation. She was all-holy and 
did nothing but grow in an astounding holiness all her life. 
But all this was hidden in an ordinary life, and manifested 
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in everyday charity, of which her visit to Elizabeth is a 
typical example. Her sinless life was crowned by her 
Assumption body and soul into heaven at the end of her 
mortal life. This sinlessness was the work of the Holy 
Spirit who constantly filled her. As the temple of the Holy 
Spirit and as bearing within her the Son of God, she was 
the human instrument whereby on this occasion (Luke 
1:39-45) the Spirit of God was conferred on the unborn 
John and then on his mother Elizabeth. Let us approach 
her to receive the increase of this same gift of the Spirit, 
and let us look on her as the one most filled with the Spirit 
who is our Sanctifier. In the life of the divine Spirit, she is 
our mother and model. Mary is the mother of the Lord. 
She was a dwelling place of God on earth, and the perfect 
fulfilment of Israel, and of the Church which her divine 
Son would form. Where Mary is, by the power of the Holy 
Spirit there is Jesus too. In this she is also our model 
because where we are, Jesus ought to be too - for we are 
members of his body. Where Mary is, there the Holy Spirit 
is present and active. In this she is our model, because 
where we are, the Holy Spirit ought be active too. Mary is 
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a phenomenon of unending fascination, beauty and love 
because, though entirely a creature like us, she is utterly 
without sin. As the mother of God the Son made man, on 
her has been conferred a dignity beyond compare. 

Mary is the masterpiece of God’s redemptive work 
and yet she is one who lived out her most beautiful life in 
the ordinary humdrum round that is common to us all. 
That ordinary life is well represented in our Gospel scene 
today (Luke 1:39-45). Let us celebrate Christmas with 
Mary, entrusting ourselves to her keeping, asking her to 
make us like her Son whose perfect image she is. 

Further Reading : Catechism of the Catholic Church 721- 
726. (Rejoice Mary! You are full of grace) 

-- 
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The Twenty-fourth Day of December 
The Morning Mass 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Gal 4: 4 Behold, when the fullness 
of time had come, God sent his Son into the world. 

Collect Come quickly, we pray, Lord Jesus, and do not 
delay, that those who trust in your compassion may find 
solace and relief in your coming. Who live and reign with 
God the Father in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 2 Sam 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16; Ps 89:2-3, 
4-5, 27 and 29; Luke 1:67-79 

His father Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit 
and prophesied: Praise be to the Lord, the God of Israel, 
because he has come and has redeemed his people. He has 
raised up a horn of salvation for us in the house of his 
servant David (as he said through his holy prophets of long 
ago), salvation from our enemies and from the hand of all 
who hate us—to show mercy to our fathers and to 
remember his holy covenant, the oath he swore to our 
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father Abraham: to rescue us from the hand of our 
enemies, and to enable us to serve him without fear in 
holiness and righteousness before him all our days. And 
you, my child, will be called a prophet of the Most High; 
for you will go on before the Lord to prepare the way for 
him, to give his people the knowledge of salvation through 
the forgiveness of their sins, because of the tender mercy of 
our God, by which the rising sun will come to us from 
heaven to shine on those living in darkness and in the 
shadow of death, to guide our feet into the path of peace. 
(Luke 1:67-79) 

Zechariah’s prophecy The first thing to be noticed 
about this passage is that it is a prophecy — meaning that it 
is the utterance by one who is speaking under inspiration 
by the Holy Spirit. It is not just a personal thought or 
prayer but an utterance — due to the action of the Holy 
Spirit. It is an inspired word meant for others of the chosen 
people of God. Luke has recorded a moment when 
Zechariah acted as a prophet of God, praising the works of 
God, reviewing them, and bringing out certain features of 
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God’s salvific plan. Let us notice the points which are 
highlighted in this statement, which we must take as a 
divine teaching on the history of God’s interventions for 
his people. Firstly, the God of Israel is the one Lord. This, 
of course, is the great teaching of the Old Testament. It is 
commonplace, we might say — but it is remarkable 
nevertheless. As opposed to the nations, Israel worshipped 
one God as the Lord of all. “Praise be to the Lord, the God 
of Israel .” Then comes the significant thing about the 
action of the Lord God. He has come to redeem his people. 
It is to be remembered that this redemption was normally 
and popularly interpreted by the chosen people as a 
redemption from material difficulty, harm, suffering and 
oppression. The great template, as we might call it, was 
the redemption effected by God from the oppression in 
Egypt. That set the pattern and revealed God’s character. 
It also tended to forge a certain expectation, that if the 
people were faithful, God would faithfully liberate them 
from similar temporal oppressions. This was perceived as 
confirmed by the kinds of punishments which followed 
infidelity: the people were taken into exile, from which 
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they would await a further liberation. The point, though, is 
that God revealed himself as a God of redemption, a God 
of salvation. This was effected through the work of his 
special servants — such as, especially, Moses, but also 
many of the Judges such as Gideon and Samson. It was 
effected by certain of the kings, such as, especially, David 
but also by the likes of the Maccabees. More than 
anything, the people knew that Someone was coming, a 
Messiah, who would do all and more that Moses had done. 
He would be of “the house of his servant David (as said 
through his holy prophets) .” All of this we see in the 
praise of God by Zechariah. 

But what we especially notice in the prophecy of 
Zechariah is an advance in the understanding of the 
redemption which God is to bring to his people. He will 
rescue “us from the hand of all who hate us ” — from “the 
hand of our enemies.” But he will also “enable us to serve 
him without fear in holiness and righteousness before him 
all our days. ” The aim will be holiness of life and the 
service of God. There is more about this. Zechariah 

prophesies about a prophet who is coming: it is his own 
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child, John. Zechariah prophesies that his child will be a 
prophet of the most high. Elijah had anointed with his 
mantle Elisha to succeed him and Elisha had received a 
double portion of his spirit. Jeremiah was told by God that 
from his mother’s womb he had had the calling to be a 
prophet. Elere we have a prophet (Zechariah) declaring in 
prophecy that the child before him, his own child, will be a 
prophet and will “go before the Lord to prepare the way 
for him, to give his people the knowledge of salvation 
through the forgiveness of sins’’'. The thing to notice is that 
the salvation which the child will announce will involve 
the forgiveness of sins. This is very significant, fie will 
give the people knowledge of salvation through the 
forgiveness of sins. There is, then, a shift from temporal 
salvation to a spiritual one. This was perhaps the biggest 
hurdle that our Lord had to face in his public ministry, that 
the people of God had come to expect of the Messiah a 
temporal utopia. They thought that the salvation he would 
effect would be material, temporal, one of this world. So 
powerful was this expectation that we find our Lord’s 
disciples expecting it even after he had risen from the dead 
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— as Luke demonstrates in the Acts: “Lord, will you at this 
time restore the kingdom to Israeli ” (Acts 1:6). But no. It 
was pre-eminently about the forgiveness of sins and the 
gift of a new, divine life. As our Lord said to disciples on 
the evening of his rising from the dead: “ Receive the Holy 
Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven ” 
(John 20:22-23). This had been part of the prophecy of 
Zechariah. It came from the Holy Spirit, and was 
pronounced over the child who would declare of the 
Messiah before him that he was the Lamb of God who 
would take away the sin of the world (John 1:29). 

Luke is showing us, among other things, that at the 
very dawn of salvation, at the birth of John the Baptist, the 
highest sense of salvation was announced. Salvation from 
sin was coming, which would enable God’s people to live 
in holiness and peace. John would be the prophet of this, 
its Precursor, preparing the way of the Lord. Before John’s 
birth, the angel had said to Joseph that he would call the 
Child of Mary his betrothed, Jesus — for he would save his 
people from their sins (Matthew 1:21). As we contemplate 
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the scene of Zechariah uttering his inspired prophecy, let us 
renew our appreciation of the grand doctrine of the 
forgiveness of sins. It is our salvation. 

-- 
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The Season of 
Christmastide 
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The Nativity of the Lord (Christmas) Vigil Mass 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ex 16: 6-7 Today you will know 
that the Lord will come, and he will save us, and in the 
morning you will see his glory. 

Collect O God, who gladden us year by year as we wait in 
hope for our redemption, grant that, just as we joyfully 
welcome your Only Begotten Son as our Redeemer, we 
may also merit to face him confidently when he comes 
again as our Judge. Who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Isaiah 62:1-5; Psalm 89:4-5, 16-17, 27, 29; 

Acts 13:16-17, 22-25; Matthew 1:18-25 

This is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about: His 
mother Mary was pledged to be married to Joseph, but 
before they came together, she was found to be with child 
through the Holy Spirit. Because Joseph her husband was 
a righteous man and did not want to expose her to public 
disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly. But after 
he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to 
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him in a dream and said, Joseph son of David, do not be 
afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is 
conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will give birth 
to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because 
he will save his people from their sins. All this took place 
to fulfil what the Lord had said through the prophet: The 
virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and 
they will call him Immanuel — which means, God with us. 
When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord 
had commanded him and took Mary home as his wife. But 
he had no union with her prior to her giving birth to a son. 
And he gave him the name Jesus. (Matthew 1:18-25) 

The Holy Spirit Matthew begins his Gospel 
account with the genealogy of Jesus Christ — something 
which Mark does not provide, nor John, and with Luke 
giving us an alternative one. Matthew’s genealogy rolls 
purposefully on, generation after generation to its intended 
end, which is the birth of the Messiah. Those generations 
are filled with saints, sinners and ordinary men and 
women. God was writing straight in crooked lines. At the 
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forefront are the very human agents, and behind it all is the 
Lord. But suddenly, the genealogy over, at the forefront is 
the action of the Holy Spirit. “His mother Mary was 
pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came 
together, she was found to be with child through the Holy 
Spirit .” The Holy Spirit had acted, and the Virgin Mary had 
conceived. That is how the birth of Jesus Christ came 
about. The conception of the Messiah in the womb of the 
Virgin Mary was the work of the Holy Spirit. When 
Joseph received his message from the Angel, we read that 
“he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him.'” But 
Matthew does not simply say that “the Lord” had effected 
the conception of the Messiah — it was done by “ the Holy 
Spirit ” (Matthew 1:18). The “Holy Spirit” is in some way 
a distinct Person from “the Lord” — and, of course, from 
Jesus Christ. This is stated quite simply, without any 
explanation of who the “Holy Spirit” might be, as if 
Christian readers would know. Nor is it stated as if it is 
especially novel — it reads as if the fact is well known in 
the Church. So the Holy Spirit enters the scene at the very 
beginning of Matthew’s Gospel. After Jesus Christ 
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(Matthew 1: 1.16-18) who is the subject of the opening 
genealogy, the Holy Spirit is the next divine Person (1:18) 
to be mentioned in this Gospel. There is then the mention 
of “the Lord” who sends the angel (1:20), who spoke 
through the prophets (1:22) and who has told Joseph what 
to do (1:24). All this is to say that the Holy Trinity enters 
the scene immediately in Matthew’s account of Jesus 
Christ. But let us keep our gaze on the Holy Spirit. The 
Holy Spirit is introduced at the very beginning of the 
Gospel, and he is specifically cited by Jesus Christ at the 
end of the Gospel. We read that following the 
Resurrection, the eleven disciples go to the mountain in 
Galilee. There Christ tells them to baptize in the name of 
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Our Gospel passage from St Matthew (Matthew 1:18- 
25) on the feast of the Lord’s Nativity invites us to think of 
the part that the Holy Spirit played in the life and work of 
the Redeemer, from his very conception. It has long been 
noted how profoundly steeped in the Law, the Prophets and 
the Psalms — the Scriptures as used by our Lord — 
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Matthew was in the writing of his Gospel. Christ is 
presented as fulfilling the Scriptures before him, both in his 
Person and in his teaching. It is also clear that, while there 
are numerous references to the Spirit of God in those 
sacred writings prior to Jesus Christ, there was no distinct 
and clear revelation therein of the divine Personhood of the 
Spirit of the Lord. The Spirit of the Lord is more often the 
power and the action of the Lord enabling, sustaining, 
inspiring, strengthening his chosen people or his chosen 
servant to fulfil the divine mission entrusted to him. By 
hindsight, and in the light of Jesus Christ whose Person and 
teaching fulfilled the Law, the Prophets and the Writings, 
the disciple of Christ sees the profound harmony between 
the references to the Spirit of the Lord in the Old 
Testament and the explicit and ample teaching of Jesus 
Christ in the Gospels. This is clear in the Gospel of St 
Matthew, but abundantly so in, for instance, the Gospel of 
St John. Matthew has several references to the action of 
the Holy Spirit in his Gospel. Remarkably, St Matthew 
reports John the Baptist’s words which suggest the 
Personhood of the Holy Spirit — and the Baptist did not 
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have the advantage of Christ’s teaching on the point. The 
One who is coming after me, he says, “will baptize you 
with the Holy Spirit and with fire’'’ (Matthew 3:11). When 
John baptized Christ, the Spirit of God descended like a 
dove and alighted on Jesus (3:16). Our Lord is spoken of 
as being led up by the Spirit into the wilderness (4:1) 
following his baptism. Our Lord speaks of the Spirit of our 
Father coming to our aid when we witness to him in 
difficulty (10:20). It is by the Spirit of God that Christ 
casts out demons, and to blaspheme the Holy Spirit will not 
be forgiven (12:31). So, on the day of Christ’s birth, let us 
celebrate the revelation and action of the Holy Spirit. 

As we immerse ourselves in the Gospel of today, we 
think of how the birth of Jesus Christ came about. The 
conception of Jesus Christ in the womb of the Virgin Mary 
came about, Matthew tells us, by the power and action of 
the Holy Spirit. Christ came, Matthew tells us in the same 
passage, to save his people from their sins — and we are 
members of his people. When Christ rose from the dead, 
as St John tells us in his Gospel, he breathed on the Eleven 
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and imparted to them the Holy Spirit. Jesus then gave 
them the power to forgive sins. This power was theirs by 
virtue of Christ’s gift of the Holy Spirit. Let all of us 
treasure the Gift of the Holy Spirit at our Baptism, and 
endeavour to live by his guidance all our days. He it is 
who makes us saints. 
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The Nativity of the Lord (Christmas) Mass During the 
Night 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 2:7 The Lord said to me: You are 
my Son. It is I who have begotten you this day. 

Or: 

Let us all rejoice in the Lord, for our Saviour has been born 
in the world. Today true peace has come down to us from 
heaven. 

Collect O God, who have made this most sacred night 
radiant with the splendour of the true light, grant, we pray, 
that we, who have known the mysteries of his light on 
earth, may also delight in his gladness in heaven. Who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Isaiah 9:1 6; Psalm 96: 1 3, 11-13; 
Titus 2:11-14; Luke 2:1-14 

In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a 
census should be taken of the entire Roman world. (This 
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was the first census that took place while Quirinius was 
governor of Syria.) And everyone went to his own town to 
register. So Joseph also went up from the town of 
Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the town of 
David, because he belonged to the house and line of David. 
He went there to register with Mary, who was pledged to 
be married to him and was expecting a child. While they 
were there, the time came for the baby to be born, and she 
gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in 
cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no 
room for them in the inn. And there were shepherds living 
out in the fields near by, keeping watch over their flocks at 
night. An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the 
glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were 
terrified. But the angel said to them, Do not be afraid. I 
bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the 
people. Today in the town of David a Saviour has been 
born to you; he is Christ the Lord. This will be a sign to 
you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a 
manger. Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host 
appeared with the angel, praising God and saying, Glory 


-213 - 



to God in the highest, and on earth peace to men on whom 
his favour rests. (Luke 2:1-14) 

God’s choice When studying world history, Caesar 
Augustus (Octavian’s title, granted by the Roman Senate) 
must be included. He was the first (in fact, if not in name) 
of the Roman Emperors, ruling from 27 BC till his death in 
14 AD. Octavian was adopted posthumously by his great 
uncle Julius Caesar through his last will and testament, and 
joined forces with Mark Antony and Marcus Lepidus the 
year after Julius Caesar’s assassination. As a member of 
this Triumvirate, he ruled Rome and some of its provinces. 
Then came the break up of the three. Finally Lepidus was 
sent into exile and Mark Antony committed suicide after 
his naval defeat at Actium in 31 BC. Thereafter, Octavian 
dominated the Roman world, and ruled it well. He died in 
his bed aged in his seventies. At various points, this ruler’s 
career indirectly touched that of Jesus Christ. After the 
demise of Antony following the defeat of Actium, 
Octavian received into his favour Herod the Great, who 
had been involved with Antony. He confirmed Herod in 
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his title of King of the Jews, thus winning the gratitude and 
devotion of Herod and his house. After the death of Herod 
not long after the birth of Christ, Octavian divided his 
kingdom between his sons. One of them, Archelaus, was 
eventually banished, and his territory, together with 
Idumaea and Samaria, were added to the province of Syria. 
On this occasion, Augustus caused a census of the province 
to be taken by his legate, which brings us to the birth of 
Christ. Let us notice what is present everywhere in history 
— there are the big fry, and there are the small fry. 
Octavian was very big fry and so was Antony — Herod 
was less so. They were important in a real sense, and 
certainly they themselves would have thought they were 
very important. Now, what was the most important thing 
to be done in the world? That is hard for man to judge. 
We have God’s word on the matter, though. The most 
important thing to be done was the taking away of the sin 
of the world. Who was to do it? Let’s put the further 
question on this. Who was to be told about this all- 
important work of ridding the world of sin? And what 
persons were to be garnered into such a great cause? 
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Octavian? Surely the big fry would have been most useful 
to the Cause. No — they had nothing at all to do with it. 
God’s choice ignored the standards of the world. It was the 
little fry to whom God turned, those without influence or 
clout. No-one of importance knew about what was afoot 
from heaven. 

So it is that we read that “ Joseph also went up from 
the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the 
town of David, because he belonged to the house and line 
of David. He went there to register with Mary, who was 
pledged to be married to him and was expecting a child. 
While they were there, the time came for the baby to be 
born, and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She 
wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger, 
because there was no room for them in the inn .” Octavian 
and his legate had not the slightest idea of the grand work 
that was beginning under their noses. They did not know 
that the great God of might and glory had become man, and 
was hidden in the womb of an obscure maid in a corner of 
the Roman world. Surely it would have been a good idea, 
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let us say, to send an Archangel to announce the Good 
News to Octavian, and to enlist his position and his 
energies to fill the Roman world with the news of the 
Redemption that was at hand. But no. God’s ways are not 
man’s ways. God did announce the Good News of the 
Redeemer’s birth, and with some fanfare. But it was to 
obscure shepherds in this out-of-the-way locality. For 
God’s good and wise reasons, it was more important that 
those shepherds know of this than that the great ones of the 
world know. The shepherds could do nothing except leave 
their sheep and go to acknowledge the infant Messiah. 
They appear in history — through Luke’s mention of them 
in his Gospel — and then they disappear. They have done 
virtually nothing to bring the Good News of Jesus Christ to 
others. But for God’s good reasons they are the important 
ones inasmuch as they were chosen by God to hear the 
Good News, and after their fashion they believed. So it is 
that we are led to think of the ways of God in achieving his 
purposes and implementing his saving Plan. What we must 
do is learn to know his Plan and to live by it. This we do 
by coming to know the Person and teaching of Jesus 
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Christ. We must eschew all thoughts that in effect regard 
the ways of the world as a key to the ways of God. Years 
later in his public ministry, our Lord would severely rebuke 
Simon Peter for thinking as man thinks, and not as God 
thinks. Let us be reminded of this point as we contemplate 
the humility and obscurity of the scene of the Nativity of 
Jesus Christ, at which the humble shepherds were present. 

No matter how ordinary and unimportant any 
individual may be in the eyes of the world — no matter if 
he is very small fry — he is beloved of God to a degree 
beyond our imagining. He is the object of the loving gaze 
and choice of God. So he is very important. From before 
the foundation of the world, St Paul writes, God chose us in 
Christ to be holy and full of love in his sight. Christ loved 
me, St Paul writes elsewhere, and gave himself up for me. 
No-one is “small fry” in the sight of God — and Christ has 
told us that the last will be first and the first will be last. 
Many of the small fry will turn out to be the big fry. Let us 
place ourselves in the Nativity scene, taking our place with 
the humble family before us, the Holy Family. We are 
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among the shepherds, those privileged by God to witness 
the grandest event of human history, the incarnation of the 
great God and Redeemer of mankind. 

-- 
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The Nativity of the Lord (Christmas Day) 

Mass at Dawn 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Is 9: 1, 5; Lk 1:33 Today a light 
will shine upon us, for the Lord is born for us; and he will 
be called Wondrous God, Prince of peace, Father of future 
ages: and his reign will be without end. 

Collect Grant, we pray, almighty God, that, as we are 
bathed in the new radiance of your incarnate Word, the 
light of faith, which illumines our minds, may also shine 
through in our deeds. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your 
Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture for Mass at Dawn : Isaiah 62:11-12; Psalm 
97:1,6,11-12; Titus 3:4-7; Luke 2:15-20 

When the angels went away from them to heaven, the 
shepherds said to one another, “Let us go, then, to 
Bethlehem to see this thing that has taken place, which the 
Lord has made known to us. ” So they went in haste and 
found Mary and Joseph, and the infant lying in the manger. 
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When they saw this, they made known the message that had 
been told them about this child. All who heard it were 
amazed by what had been told them by the shepherds. And 
Mary kept all these things, reflecting on them in her heart. 
Then the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God 
for all they had heard and seen, just as it had been told to 
them. (Luke 2:15-20) 

Hidden God When we think of the virtual 
universality of belief in God or in higher powers, it is at 
least an unusual step for someone to declare himself an 
out-and-out atheist, and even rejecting the possibility of all 
non-material reality. From ancient times to our own, man 
has been convinced of the reality of “the divine,” however 
varied and defective his image and conception of it may 
have been. But now, an intriguing feature of this 
phenomenon of religion is that, at its most sophisticated, 
man’s image of God is of One who is hidden. There are 
countless signs of God that are available for the one 
looking for him, but God is not manifest to us, in the sense 
of being evident. So he can be ignored and forgotten. God 
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is certainly not evident, and a person who denies the very 
existence of God has taken a tragic step, but it is not a 
blatantly self-contradictory one. He can make a case for 
his position, however unconvincing it is for mankind 
generally. A serious problem appears when an entire 
culture becomes imbued with agnostic and atheistic ideas. 
Such a culture can lodge itself in the minds of the 
individuals who inhabit that culture, with assumptions that 
incline them to discount religion and be suspicious of faith 
in God. That is the problematic feature of our 
contemporary secular culture. I once spoke to a young 
man and he said to me that while he can see and touch and 
feel the things he deals with every day, he cannot see and 
touch God. So, he continued, he has difficulty believing in 
him, especially inasmuch as he knows others who do not 
believe in him. Atheism seemed to him to be plausible. 
Modern agnosticism and atheism is a tremendous anomaly 
when set against the history of civilizations and cultures. 
There are abundant reasons supporting belief in God, and it 
is for this reason that belief in God (in some form) is so 
universal. The most obvious sign of the divine is creation. 
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Our physical world speaks to us of God. It speaks of his 
immensity, his power, his intelligence, his utter necessity, 
his perfection. If we look out on the stars, if we consider 
the earth and its immense fruitfulness, if we consider the 
panorama contained in the tiniest atom, all this signals the 
reality of a God we cannot adequately imagine. 

But let us, once again, note that the great Being we 
know to be our Creator is hidden. We do not see or hear or 
touch him. How is this fact to be interpreted? If all we 
had to go on was the world and the universe, we could not 
tell why God is so hidden. He can be ignored, but to our 
peril. He can be forgotten, flouted, disobeyed. He is ever 
so close, nearer to us than we are to ourselves, but he is 
hidden. We are constantly under his gaze, but he is hidden. 
Indeed, I tend to think that if all we had to go on was the 
world around us, without any intervention from the God 
who made it, not many of us would come to a knowledge 
of the true God. So much points to him but nevertheless he 
is hidden. But the fact is that God has not only given 
striking signs of himself in creation. He has entered our 
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history to redeem mankind from sin and to give him a 
share in his own divine life. He made himself known to 
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, to Moses and the prophets, and 
through them to his chosen people Israel. He called them 
to himself to be his people and established a special 
covenant with them. They were his people and he was 
their God, and dwelt with them. But again, he was 
somewhat hidden. He made his presence manifest, but 
only rarely. Those occasions were meant to be held in the 
memory of his people constantly, enabling them to 
interpret his strong but hidden action. He did not call to 
himself a famous and prominent people such as the Greeks 
or the Romans, rather he took to himself a backwater 
people, a “nobody” on the world stage. In this feature of 
salvation history too, he chose to be somewhat hidden. 
Then the high point of his saving action among men 
arrived when he became man. The Word, the Only- 
begotten from all eternity, was made flesh and dwelt 
among us. We read the story of his birth in the Gospel. But 
again he is hidden from the gaze of the world. He is born 
in a stable, away from the limelight, unknown to the great. 
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He has come among us as a man. He, the great God, did 
not cling to his glory as God but became as men are and 
humbler still, even to death on a cross. Our God of glory is 
a hidden God and he remains hidden still in his most 
precious presence among us, his presence in the Eucharist. 
All this is to say that in the plan of God, union with him 
will depend not on sight but on an active faith in his word. 

Faith is the gift we have been given, and we must live 
according to it. We are called to be like Mary and Joseph 
who recognized in the Child the great, the infinite, and yet 
the hidden God (Luke 2:15-20). Jesus our Lord invites us 
to come to him and to learn from him, for he is meek and 
humble of heart. God is meek and humble. He is content to 
give us abundant signs of his reality and his powerful 
action, if we have the faith to see them. But to a point, he 
remains hidden. Let us recognize in the Christ-child our 
God who has come to save us. Let us promise to give him 
our faith and never to take it back, though his glory remain 
hidden from our sight. Faith is the foundation. 

-- 
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The Nativity of the Lord (Christmas Day) 

Mass During the Day 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Is 9: 5 A child is born for us, and a 
son is given to us; his scepter of power rests upon his 
shoulder, and his name will be called Messenger of great 
counsel. 

Collect O God, who wonderfully created the dignity of 
human nature and still more wonderfully restored it, grant, 
we pray, that we may share in the divinity of Christ, who 
humbled himself to share in our humanity. Who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Isaiah 52:7-10; Psalm 98:1-6; 

Hebrews 1:1-6; John 1:1-18 or 1:1-5, 9-14 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was 
with God, and the Word was God. He was with God in the 
beginning. Through him all things were made; without him 
nothing was made that has been made. In him was life, 
and that life was the light of men. The light shines in the 
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darkness, but the darkness has not overcome it. The true 
light that gives light to every man was coming into the 
world. He was in the world, and though the world was 
made through him, the world did not know him. He came 
to that which was his own, but his own did not receive him. 
Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his 
name, he gave the power to become children of God — 
children born not of natural descent, nor of human 
decision or a husband’s will, but born of God. The Word 
became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have 
seen his glory, the glory as of the Father’s only Son, full of 
grace and truth. (John 1:1-5, 9-14) 

The Word For the chosen people of God, the 
Torah (the first five Books — the Pentateuch) was the 
fundamental section of the inspired Scriptures. The 
Scriptures consisted of the Torah (the Books of Moses), the 
Psalms and the Writings. The Torah set forth the 
beginnings of creation and of man, the beginnings and 
establishment of the chosen people, God’s law for his 
people and indeed for all, and Moses’ teaching on all of 
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this. The rest of the Holy Scriptures built on that 
foundation. The Torah has a grand beginning, with at least 
two accounts of the creation of the world by God and of 
man in particular. The first account (Genesis ch.l) sets 
forth God’s creative work in a way that provides a model 
for man in his work. Man was created to fill the earth and 
to subdue it, and for his work in life he has God as his 
model — God is shown as fulfilling a week’s work well. 
The working week symbolized a good unit of work. What 
God has done is good, especially his creation of man in his 
own likeness. But especially notable is the inspired 
author’s initial statement of this first account. It sets the 
stage not only for the immediate account of creation but for 
the entire Scriptures. In the beginning God created the 
heavens and the earth. There is no talk of God being 
created. In the beginning — whenever that is taken to be 

— there was God, and he created whatever exists apart 
from him. There was no form, there was only void and 
darkness, and the Breath of God hovered over “the waters” 

— over the void. Then God uttered his word. This is the 
picture that the Scriptures present of the Beginnings, and it 
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is the beginnings which have fascinated the religious 
imagination of man, including primal man, in his myths 
and rituals over the ages. The Revelation granted to the 
Hebrews makes it clear that in the Beginning, there was 
God and his word. By means of his word, God created all. 

At various points in the Gospel of St John, there is 
reference to the Scriptures and to their “fulfillment.” 
Before our Lord’s public ministry has begun, Philip finds 
Nathanael and says to him that “we have found him of 
whom Moses wrote in the law and also the prophets wrote, 
Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph'" (John 1: 45). Our 
Lord in his confrontation with “the Jews,” states that “you 
search the Scriptures, because you think that in them you 
have eternal life; and it is they that bear witness to me”. 
Specifically, our Lord speaks of the writings of Moses: “If 
you believed Moses, you would believe me, for he wrote of 
me. But if you do not believe his writings, how will you 
believe my words?” (John 5: 39-46). Christ constantly 
manifested a profound veneration for the Scriptures. He 
knew and taught that his Person, life and work was their 
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fulfilment. Well now, let us turn to the Gospel of St John, 
from which is drawn our passage today. In his writing of 
the Gospel, John saw that Jesus Christ was the fulfilment 
of what “Moses” had written about God and the Beginning. 
The sacred scroll taught that in the beginning God spoke 
his word. John the Evangelist writes, under the inspiration 
of the same Holy Spirit who moved the writer of Genesis 1, 
that “ In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was 
with God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning 
with God; all things were made through him, and without 
him was not anything made that was made ” (John 1:1-3). 
There is a direct parallel between the first verses of the 
Torah, and the first verses of the Gospel of St John. That is 
to say, St John is recording a development in revealed 
doctrine. The word which God spoke at the beginning 
(Genesis) was with God and was God (John 1). There 
were two divine Persons — the third Person, dimly 
intimated in Genesis as the Breath or Spirit of God, is not 
formally mentioned by John at this point. 
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John’s attention is on the Word of God who became 
flesh. “An d the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, 
full of grace and truth; we have seen his glory, glory as of 
the only Son from the Father ” (John 1:14). How grand and 
incomparable is Jesus Christ! He is God in the flesh, the 
Incarnate God, true man and true God. John and others 
(“we”) beheld his glory! It was the glory of one who was 
“full” of God’s favour, his holiness and his divine gifts. 
He was full of divine truth. He is the Way, the Truth and 
the Life. Let us resolve to believe totally in his name. Our 
belief in him, itself God’s gift to us, is our way to holiness. 

-- 
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The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph 
(Sunday within the Octave of Christmas) 

Entrance Antiphon Lk 2: 16 The shepherds went in haste, 
and found Mary and Joseph and the Infant lying in a 
manger. 

Collect O God, who were pleased to give us the shining 
example of the Holy Family, graciously grant that we may 
imitate them in practicing the virtues of family life and in 
the bonds of charity, and so, in the joy of your house, 
delight one day in eternal rewards. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Sirach 3:2-7, 12-14; Psalm 128 ; 

Colossians 3:12-21; Luke 2:41-52 

Each year Jesus ’ parents went to Jerusalem for the 
feast of Passover, and when he was twelve years old, they 
went up according to festival custom. After they had 
completed its days, as they were returning, the boy Jesus 
remained behind in Jerusalem, but his parents did not 
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know it. Thinking that he was in the caravan, they 
journeyed for a day and looked for him among their 
relatives and acquaintances, but not finding him, they 
returned to Jerusalem to look for him. After three days they 
found him in the temple, sitting in the midst of the teachers, 
listening to them and asking them questions, and all who 
heard him were astounded at his understanding and his 
answers. When his parents saw him, they were astonished, 
and his mother said to him, “Son, why have you done this 
to us ? Your father and I have been looking for you with 
great anxiety. ” And he said to them, “Why were you 
looking for me? Did you not know that I must be in my 
Father’s house? ’ But they did not understand what he said 
to them. He went down with them and came to Nazareth, 
and was obedient to them; and his mother kept all these 
things in her heart. And Jesus advanced in wisdom and age 
and favour before God and man. (Luke 2:41-52) 

The Holy Family From our earliest years we are 
accustomed to the thought of the Holy Family of Jesus, 
Mary and Joseph. The great God on whom our vast 


-233 - 



universe constantly depends was born into this world and 
lived most of his life in an obscure family. Too often we 
think about these years of the Holy Family at Nazareth 
only briefly. An image comes fleetingly to our mind of 
Mary at her household tasks, of Jesus and Joseph at work 
as carpenters, of the Holy Family with friends, in the 
synagogue, in the village. We do not give sufficient time to 
contemplate these details. We ought contemplate our Lord 
in his years at Nazareth, nourishing the realization that here 
is God the Son talking, listening, working, praying, and 
living constantly with Mary and Joseph. The life of the 
Holy Family is history’s paradigm of family life. 

Peace is man’s aspiration. When we think of those 
many years of Jesus living with Mary and Joseph in the 
obscurity of Nazareth, we surely think of peace. Let us 
imagine the evenings of peace in the Holy Family at the 
end of each day’s work: think, for instance, of the peace 
that marked their conversation. Think of the prayers they 
said together, and the life of prayer lived by each. Consider 
their work together, Joseph working with Jesus during the 
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day, and Mary and Joseph and Jesus working around the 
house at other times. Their lives would have been lives of 
work, of rest and recreation with one another, of prayer in 
the home and in the synagogue, and all this would have 
been characterized by a holy harmony. The God of peace 
dwelt in their midst. In our Gospel passage today we 
contemplate three days of anxiety for Mary and Joseph as 
they searched for the Child who had been led by his 
heavenly Father to remain behind in the Temple (Luke 
2:41-52). The very astonishment of Mary and Joseph at the 
Child remaining in the Temple implies that such an 
occurrence was altogether out of the ordinary. St Luke’s 
description of the years subsequent to that event confirms 
our impression of the profound peace reigning in the JJoly 
Family. This peace of the holy trio at Nazareth, then, ought 
be a principal source of inspiration for all of us as we begin 
the New Year. Let us begin the New Year in their midst, 
thinking of how they lived each year. Our Lord referred at 
times to his peace. For instance, at the Last Supper our 
Lord told his disciples, “Peace I leave to you, my own 
peace I give you”. Let us remember the peace that radiated 
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from him and which was reciprocated every day within the 
Holy Family. Have we not failed too often in making and 
sustaining peace? Blessed are the peacemakers, our Lord 
taught, they shall be called God’s children (Matthew 5:9). 
Jesus Christ, the Prince of peace, was God’s very Son. Let 
us then take our cue from the Holy Family for the year 
ahead. 

Let us go on to ask what the wellspring of this peace 
that reigned in the Holy Family was. Its source was the 
profound respect and love each had for the other. How 
greatly would Mary and Joseph have loved and venerated 
the Person of Jesus! Conversely, we can scarcely imagine 
the love and the veneration our Lord would have shown 
towards the person of his mother and his foster-father. 
Their mutual respect is the greatest example in the history 
of mankind of respect for the human person, which is at the 
heart of peace among men. The thought of the Holy 
Family reminds us that peace is God’s gift but it is also a 
responsibility we must fulfil, a God-given task we must 
work at in accord with God’s plan for the human person. 
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What God intends for man is inscribed in the law of his 
nature, and it is expressed in the rules for action among 
persons which the properly formed conscience stipulates. 
At root, peace among men will depend on having an 
adequate and proper understanding of the human person 
and a respect for the natural law. Now, principles — such 
as respect for the person and for the natural law — are 
enlivened by concrete examples. The Christian will find 
constant inspiration in the thought of the profound 
understanding of and respect for the human person that 
distinguished the Holy Family. How well each member of 
that Family understood and respected the person of the 
other! So too, our understanding of the human person, an 
understanding nourished by a right conscience and by what 
God has revealed, will be the source of peace with others in 
our life. It will be a peace arising from the harmony of 
right order, the order of respect for the human person. 

The New Year is almost with us, and its first day is 
celebrated by the Church as a world day of prayer for 
peace. Let the thought of the Holy Family inspire us to 
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have a high notion of and respect for each human person, 
for it is this which is the foundation of peace among men. 
Let us live out our lives guided by the law of God inscribed 
in our human nature and revealed by Christ. The profound 
peace of the Holy Family ought be our inspiration in all our 
involvement with others in family, work, parish, society 
and in the world. 
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The Fifth Day in the Octave of Christmas 

Entrance Antiphon Jn 3: 16 God so loved the world that 
he gave his Only Begotten Son, so that all who believe in 
him may not perish, but may have eternal life. 

Collect Almighty and invisible God, who dispersed the 
darkness of this world by the coming of your light, look, 
we pray, with serene countenance upon us, that we may 
acclaim with fitting praise the greatness of the Nativity of 
your Only Begotten Son. Who lives and reigns with you in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 1 John 2:3-11; Psalm 96:l-2a, 2b-3, 5b-6; 

Luke 2:22=35 

When the days were completed for their purification 
according to the law of Moses, they took him up to 
Jerusalem to present him to the Lord, just as it is written in 
the law of the Lord, “Every male that opens the womb shall 
be consecrated to the Lord, ” and to offer the sacrifice of 
“a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons, ” in 
accordance with the dictate in the law of the Lord. Now 
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there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon. 
This man was righteous and devout, awaiting the 
consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. It 
had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he should 
not see death before he had seen the Messiah of the Lord. 
He came in the Spirit into the temple; and when the parents 
brought in the child Jesus to perform the custom of the law 
in regard to him, he took him into his arms and blessed 
God, saying: Now, Master, you may let your servant go in 
peace, according to your word, for my eyes have seen your 
salvation, which you prepared in sight of all the peoples, a 
light for revelation to the Gentiles, and glory for your 
people Israel. ” The child’s father and mother were amazed 
at what was said about him; and Simeon blessed them and 
said to Mary his mother, “ Behold, this child is destined for 
the fall and rise of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will 
be contradicted (and you yourself a sword will pierce) so 
that the thoughts of many hearts may be revealed. ” (Luke 
2:22-35) 
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The Holy Spirit There are many things we could 
contemplate in our Gospel scene today, but I suggest that 
we notice especially the presence and the activity of the 
Holy Spirit. Mary and Joseph are taking the Child for 
presentation to God in the Temple of Jerusalem. No 
creatures on earth are so filled with the Holy Spirit as they, 
and all this in the midst of the most ordinary of lives. Then 
Luke turns our gaze to Simeon. He is a wonderful 
exemplar of the Old Testament at its best. He is “ righteous 
and devout, awaiting the consolation of Israel, and the 
Holy Spirit was upon him” He has been granted this added 
favour that “it had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit 
that he should not see death before he had seen the 
Messiah of the Lord ” (Luke 2:22-35). Moreover, he is now 
led to utter a prophetic word to Mary and Joseph — 
particularly to Mary — about the mission of the Child. 
Gabriel had announced to Mary that the Holy Spirit would 
come upon her, empowering her to be the virgin mother of 
the long-awaited Messiah. The Child would be great, he 
would be the Son of God, and his kingdom would be 
eternal. Joseph had been told things about the Child by an 
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angel in a dream. But now, through the words of Simeon, 
the Holy Spirit tells Mary and Joseph more. Their Child 
will bring salvation and light to both Israel and to the 
Gentiles, and ominously, that many in Israel will rise and 
fall because of him. He would be a sign of rejection and 
contradiction and hearts would stand revealed due to him. 
Simeon’s words pointed to grave suffering for the Child 
which would tear at the heart of his mother too. 

St Luke tells us that “ the child’s father and mother 
were amazed at what was said about him’\ implying 
perhaps that it was indeed a new insight for them. It was 
given to them by the Holy Spirit through the words of 
Simeon who was moved to act prophetically at this 
moment. The mission of the Child would not be an easy, 
all-conquering one (as the world might reckon) but one 
involving great suffering and rejection. It hints at Isaiah’s 
prophecies of the Suffering Servant which may have been 
the object of Simeon’s long contemplation. The point here, 
though, is that we see in this very significant event the 
activity of the Holy Spirit. The Father has sent the Son 
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into the world, and the Holy Spirit is already active, 
enlightening those who are participating in the work of the 
Son. In due course the Father and the Son would together 
send the Holy Spirit to move the entire Church , to 
enlighten and empower her to bring the Messiah to all the 
peoples. Our scene today is an omen of what is to come. 
So then, let us think especially of the presence and activity 
of the Spirit of God during the presentation of the Child 
Jesus in the Temple. Let us ask the Holy Spirit that he 
come into our lives as he came into the life of Simeon so 
beautifully. Simeon was an embodiment of the spirituality 
of the Old Testament and pointed to the life of the Spirit 
which would be imparted to Christ’s faithful much more 
generally. Christ’s faithful would have holiness as one of 
its principal marks precisely because of the gift of the Holy 
Spirit. That holiness would be a prophetic holiness 
announcing the good tidings of the Redeemer to the world. 

Let us resolve to be lovingly devoted to the Holy 
Spirit. Let us ask him to enlighten us as he enlightened 
Simeon, and Mary and Joseph. Let us ask him for the 
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grace to place Christ at the centre of our lives, just as he 
was the centre of the life of Simeon, Mary and Joseph. Let 
us strive to be fit instruments of the Spirit in the divine 
work of the world’s redemption. 

-- 
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The Sixth Day in the Octave of Christmas 

Entrance Antiphon Wis 18: 14-15 When a profound 
silence covered all things and night was in the middle of its 
course, your all-powerful Word, O Lord, bounded from 
heaven’s royal throne. 

Collect Grant, we pray, almighty God, that the newness of 
the Nativity in the flesh of your Only Begotten Son may set 
us free, for ancient servitude holds us bound beneath the 
yoke of sin. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 1 John 2:12-17; Psalm 96:7-8a, 8b-9, 10; 

Luke 2:36-40 

There was also a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of 
Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was advanced in years, 
having lived seven years with her husband after her 
marriage, and then as a widow until she was eighty-four. 
She never left the temple, but worshiped night and day with 
fasting and prayer. And coming forward at that very time, 
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she gave thanks to God and spoke about the child to all 
who were awaiting the redemption of Jerusalem. When 
they had fulfilled all the prescriptions of the law of the 
Lord, they returned to Galilee, to their own town of 
Nazareth. The child grew and became strong, filled with 
wisdom; and the favour of God was upon him. (Luke 2:36- 
40) 


The ordinary life Yesterday St Luke presented us 
with the figure of Simeon who uttered prophetic words 
about the Child. At that moment Simeon acted as a 
prophet, moved by the Holy Spirit. In our Gospel passage 
today our gaze is drawn to another — the prophetess Anna. 
So let us contemplate her. In denoting Anna as “a 
prophetess ” St Luke would seem to be implying that often 
in the course of her long life and especially during her days 
in the Temple, she spoke under the inspiration of the Holy 
Spirit. When people heard her, what they heard was often 
one who spoke in God’s name. Her life and her figure is a 
very beautiful one, holy and constant. Saint Luke’s 
information about her may have came from our Lady. 
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Perhaps our Lady had known Anna since childhood, and — 
who knows! — her information about Anna’s life may 
have come from her parents and grandparents. Whatever 
be the source of information, St Luke’s account gives exact 
years and definite information about her early and later life 
well before our Lady herself had been born. Anna had 
been profoundly given to God and the Holy Spirit led her 
constantly, often making her his prophetic mouthpiece. 
And now, as with Simeon, the climax of her life arrived 
and she beheld the Messiah. She gave thanks to God and 
spoke of him to all who like her were awaiting what God 
had promised. In this she is a little like John the Baptist, 
himself a prophet too, years later. In this circle of faithful 
people we seem to have before us a picture of what God 
expected of man for the years and centuries to come, and 
which was all too often lacking. The Word came among 
his own and very frequently his own did not receive him. 

Having pointed to Anna, St Luke invites us to 
contemplate the growing Child. The Holy Family returns 
to Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth and there the 
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Child grows. We are told that he became strong and was 
filled with wisdom. Though hidden in the obscurity of this 
backwater town, a great and wonderful Man was emerging. 
He was strong and his strength would show itself finally in 
his Passion and Death when he would bear the sins of all 
mankind. He was strong in mind, heart and soul, and 
undoubtedly physically strong too. His tremendous 
strength would be manifest during his public ministry and 
Passion. If strength is characteristically a note of true 
manhood, the Child was becoming the man par excellence. 
In the best, the truest and most moral sense of the word, he 
was invincible. Furthermore, there have been strong men 
in history but this strength has all too often not been 
accompanied with wisdom. Not so, Jesus of Nazareth. In 
his case we have a man of strength who was ‘ filled with 
wisdom .” He made no mistakes, his judgment was 
unerring, and there was nothing he could not have done 
had he so chosen. He was a perfect man, and u the favour 
of God was upon him ” (Luke 2:36-40). If Mary his mother 
was a creature beyond compare in the sight of God, and 
Joseph her husband a soul worthy of such a wife, what 
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could we say of the Man growing in their midst? He was 
simply a wonder, and yet ever so humble and buried in a 
quiet and industrious obscurity. We cannot adequately 
appreciate the circumstance of such a Holy Family living 
in such an ordinary setting. After the infancy, there is no 
fanfare for thirty years. Anna the prophetess seems to have 
enjoyed a certain though limited religious fame. Not so the 
three members of the Holy Family. Our Lady is never 
referred to as a prophetess, nor is Joseph called a prophet. 
Yet in holiness these two exceeded all of them, not to 
speak of their incomparable and superlative Son. 

All of this surely speaks of the powerful action of God 
at work in the ordinary life. Anna the prophetess was a 
widow who spent her days and nights in the Temple. Her 
holiness was known to some extent, but the round of her 
daily life was in no way spectacular. With Jesus, Mary and 
Joseph this was even more so. Yet their holiness was so 
very great. Let us learn from this the grandeur of the 
ordinary life and how God can do his work no matter how 
limited may seem our prospects and circumstances. 
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The Seventh Day in the Octave of Christmas 

Entrance Antiphon Is 9:5 A child is born for us, and a son 
is given to us; his sceptre of power rests upon his shoulder, 
and his name will be called Messenger of great counsel. 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, who in the Nativity of 
your Son established the beginning and fulfillment of all 
religion, grant, we pray, that we may be numbered among 
those who belong to him, in whom is the fullness of human 
salvation. Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 1 John 2:18-21; Psalm 96:1-2, 11-13; 

John 1:1-18 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with 
God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with 
God. All things were made by him, and without him was 
made nothing that was made. In him was life, and the life 
was the light of men. And the light shines in darkness, and 
the darkness did not comprehend it. There was a man sent 
from God, whose name was John. This man came to bear 
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witness, to give testimony to the light that all men might 
believe through him. He was not the light, but was to give 
testimony to the light. That was the true light which 
enlightens every man who comes into this world. He was 
in the world and the world was made by him and the world 
knew him not. He came unto his own, and his own 
received him not. But to as many as received him he gave 
power to become children of God, to those who believe in 
his name. They are born, not of blood, nor of the will of 
the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God. And the Word 
was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we saw his 
glory, the glory of the only begotten of the Father) full of 
grace and truth. John bore witness to him and cried out, 
saying: “This is he of whom I said, He who comes after me, 
is preferred before me, because he was before me. ” And of 
his fullness we all have received, grace upon grace. For 
the law was given by Moses; grace and truth came by 
Jesus Christ. No man has seen God at any time. The only 
begotten Son who is in the bosom of the Father, he has 
made him known. (John 1 : 1 - 18 ) 
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The Word The depiction of Jesus Christ in the 
first three Gospels is quite similar, even though there are 
marked differences among them — and one of the great 
gains of Scripture studies over the last century has been the 
highlighting of these differences. All are aware, though, of 
the fact that the Fourth Gospel is a Gospel apart. Among 
other things, it shows singular contemplation of the 
mystery of Jesus Christ by the inspired author. Particularly 
noteworthy is the very opening of the Gospel — what has 
come to be called its Prologue. It gives us the essence of 
the Good News. Within this, we cannot but be struck with 
the sentence that begins the Prologue: “M the beginning 
was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 
was God.” Now, this is not how the three other Gospels 
refer to Jesus Christ. Nowhere do they speak of him as the 
Word of God. Indeed, nowhere in the Synoptics does 
Christ himself refer to his own Person as the Word of God. 
He is the Son of Man, the Christ, the Son of the Father and 
other titles, but nowhere does he say that he is the Word of 
God. I suspect that this indicates that he did not so speak 
of himself during his public ministry nor in any of his 
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instructions or preaching. Such an expression may have 
been incomprehensible, inasmuch as, on first impression at 
least, “the word of God would not have conveyed the idea 
of a divine Person - although there are hints of it in the Old 
Testament, such as in the Book of Wisdom. Though there 
were these inspired intimations, broadly “the Word” 
referred to a divine utterance. How could an utterance be 
the Man standing before them? Indeed, while John opens 
his Gospel with this grand and impressive statement of 
Christ being the Word of God, it is not repeated beyond the 
Prologue. This, too, suggests to me that it is not a title that 
our Lord ever explicitly used of himself. That said, the rest 
of the Gospel of St John does, of course, unfold the notion 
in various ways: Jesus Christ is, for instance, the Light and 
the Life of the world. As Thomas stated, Jesus is “My Lord 
and my God.” The point here, though, is that John’s 
opening statement represents a remarkable achievement 
of personal insight, under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit. 

By this I mean that John’s opening statement about 
Jesus Christ represents a striking synthesis of important 
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currents of human and divine teaching. To begin with, it 
manifestly is rooted in the Scriptures. The Torah begins 
with a direct reference to the creative word of God: “And 
God said, ‘Let there be light ’ and there was light ” (Genesis 
1:3). The word of God was already, then, fundamental for 
the very existence of the world. From this word had come 
all light and life in the world. But then, all through the 
Torah — the Books of Moses, as our Lord referred to them 
— the word of God is fundamental for the coming into 
being and for the life of the chosen people of God. It is the 
story of Revealed Religion: it was founded on the word of 
God. As Christ said to Satan at the threshold of his public 
ministry, “It is written, ‘Man shall not live by bread alone, 
but by every word that comes from the mouth of God 
(Matthew 3:4). This may be said to be a fundamental 
feature of the world-view and system of the Holy 
Scriptures up to and including Jesus Christ, distinguishing 
it from, say, Greek culture and thought. The word of God 
was basic to human life, according to the Law, the Prophets 
and the Writings — and, superlatively, according to Jesus 
Christ himself, the surpassing apex of that Tradition. The 
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disciple of Jesus Christ such as John the Evangelist, 
knowing that Jesus is the incarnate eternal Son of the 
Father, could perceive in the holy texts intimations of 
unsuspected depths in what was therein revealed. St 
Augustine, for instance, considered that Psalm 33:6 
prefigured a personification of both the logos and the 
pneuma (the Word and the Spirit):. “By the word (logos) of 
the Lord the heavens were made, and by the breath 
(pneuma) of his mouth all their host (dynamis ).” This is 
not the place to pursue the expressions in Scripture which, 
when read by the disciple of Jesus Christ, suggest that the 
word of God was personal and more than God’s mere 
utterance. The point is that John, the author of the Fourth 
Gospel, identified emphatically the word of God in 
Scripture with the Word that was with God in the 
beginning, and who was God. 

But there is this, too. Prominent in Hellenistic 
thought and in Hellenistic Judaism (as in Philo), was the 
Logos. The Reason, the Fogic, the Meaning, the Logos of 
the world was at the heart of much of classical thought. 
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This Logos came from the Creator. All up, in our passage 
today, St John (“the divine”) expresses a signal 
breakthrough in synthesizing divine and human teaching in 
the classical era, a synthesis that is divinely-inspired. 
There stands forth Jesus Christ, incomparable as the eternal 
Son of the Father, who became Man so as to take man back 
into communion with God. Let us rejoice that we have 
come to know him, for to know the Father and the Son is to 
possess the seed of life eternal. 

-- 
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Second Sunday after Christmas 


Entrance Antiphon Wis 18:14-15 When a profound 
silence covered all things and night was in the middle of its 
course, your all-powerful Word, O Lord, bounded from 
heaven’s royal throne. 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, splendour of faithful 
souls, graciously be pleased to fill the world with your 
glory, and show yourself to all peoples by the radiance of 
your light. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Ecclesiasticus 24: 1-4.12-16; Psalm 147; 

Ephesians 1: 3-6.15-18; John 1:1-18 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was 
with God, and the Word was God. He was with God in the 
beginning. Through him all things were made; without him 
nothing was made that has been made. In him was life, 
and that life was the light of men. The light shines in the 
darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. There 
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came a man who was sent from God; his name was John. 
He came as a witness to testify concerning that light, so 
that through him all men might believe. He himself was 
not the light; he came only as a witness to the light. The 
true light that gives light to every man was coming into the 
world. He was in the world, and though the world was 
made through him, the world did not recognise him. He 
came to that which was his own, but his own did not 
receive him. Yet to all who received him, to those who 
believed in his name, he gave the power to become 
children of God — children born not of natural descent, 
nor of human decision or a husband’s will, but born of 
God. The Word became flesh and made his dwelling 
among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the Only- 
begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth. John 
testifies concerning him. He cries out, saying, This was he 
of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me has surpassed me 
because he was before me. ’ From the fulness of his grace 
we have all received, grace upon grace. For the law was 
given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus 
Christ. No-one has ever seen God, but God the only Son, 
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who is at the Father’s side, has made him known. (John 
1 : 1 - 18 ) 

The Word made flesh The verb “to create” or the 
noun “creation” may be used in a variety of senses. We 
speak of “creating” trouble for someone. We speak of a 
scientist “creating” a human embryo by manipulating 
human gametes. The scientist arranges an interaction 
between substances that triggers a result — prescinding 
from the action of God infusing a spiritual soul. My 
impression is that in the religions of man the deities are 
referred to as “creators” in something of this sense. 
Anthropologists refer to the “creator” spirits of the 
Australian Aboriginal Dreaming — but of course these 
primeval ancestors arrange what is already there. The 
great Aristotle posited a Pure Act, which cannot be 
improved or changed because of its utter fullness — it is 
the First or supreme Cause. However, the causation 
effected in the world by this First, supreme Cause that is 
Pure Act does not include the very being of the world. 
Matter, motion, and time are eternal, and the world is 
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eternal. I think we could say that Aristotle’s Pure Act, the 
First Cause, fundamentally arranges things. Aristotle does 
not appear to have envisaged the revealed notion of a 
“Creator” — and specifically the Christian notion of a 
Creator who created the world from absolutely nothing and 
who sustains it solely by his free act of willing it. I clearly 
remember, when I was about twelve years of age, reading 
in the science text book at school the following statement: 
Matter can neither be created nor destroyed. That is 
certainly the testimony of the senses and has probably 
played a notable part in the formation of the idea of God in 
the philosophies and religions of man. The Christian 
notion of a Creator sets forth the supreme Being who 
brings the entire substance of things into existence from a 
state of non-existence and who continually sustains by his 
creative will whatever he has caused to exist. This is not, 
essentially, a complicated idea and it does not require 
special abilities in metaphysics to follow. There is but one 
Creator, and he is the Creator of all else in the fundamental 
sense of their very being. In thinking of the myths and 
thought of man, one gains the impression that the Christian 
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notion of a Creator was rarely attained outside of Judeo- 
Christian revelation. 

This is not to say that the chosen people of God, the 
children of Israel, had such a concept from the first. I 
suspect that it grew with the development of the 
prophecies, together with reflection on the revelation of the 
one and only Creator and Redeemer God of the Hebrews. 
It is the revealed doctrine, but to say this is not to 
determine how and according to what stages it was 
revealed, or realized by those who possessed the revelation. 
Be that as it may, the Prologue of St John’s Gospel — 
which constitutes our Gospel passage today — announces 
the momentous doctrine that the Creator God became man. 
“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with 
God, and the Word was God. He was with God in the 
beginning. Through him all things were made; without him 
nothing was made that has been made ” (John 1:1-3). The 
statement hearkens back to the opening lines of the Torah: 
“In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 
The earth was without form and void, and darkness was 
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upon the face of the deep, and the Breath of God hovered 
over the face of the waters Apart from God and the void, 
there was only what God said: his word. “ And God said, 
‘Let there be light’ and there was light ” (Genesis 1:1-3). 
The Christian doctrine was extraordinary, of course, and 
while hints of it may be seen in the inspired Scriptures 
prior to the coming of Jesus Christ, it represented an 
immense leap in doctrine and ideas. The Creator — not the 
Father, but his only-begotten Son — became man by the 
power of the Holy Spirit. “ And the Word became flesh and 
dwelt among us, full of grace and truth; we have beheld his 
glory, glory as of the only Son of the Father ” (John 1:14). 
That is to say, he who was the great Being who creates and 
holds all things in existence had become man and walked 
the earth at a certain time in a certain place. 

The Creator of heaven and earth — and our age has a 
special sense of the vastness of the visible cosmos — could 
be seen, spoken to, and loved in his humanity. He is not 
the only divine Person (as would have been expected) but 
he is truly the divine Being, as is his heavenly Father and 
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as is the divine Spirit who unites in an ineffable love the 
Father and the Son. The Word was made flesh and dwelt 
among us! Let us never cease to marvel at the Incarnation 
of God the Son. Let us contemplate Jesus Christ our God, 
our Brother, our Redeemer, and let us live for him in love, 
serving him to the end. 

-- 
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January 2 before The Epiphany 


Entrance Antiphon A holy day has dawned upon us: 
Come, you nations, and adore the Lord, for a great light has 
come down upon the earth. 

Collect Grant your people, O Lord, we pray, unshakable 
strength of faith, so that all who profess that your Only 
Begotten Son is with you for ever in your glory and was 
born of the Virgin Mary in a body truly like our own may 
be freed from present trials and given a place in abiding 
gladness. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 1 John 2:22-28; Psalm 98:1, 2-3abcd-4; 

John 1:19-28 

And this is the testimony of John. When the Jews from 
Jerusalem sent priests and Levites (to him) to ask him, 
“Who are you?” he admitted and did not deny it, but 
admitted, “I am not the Messiah. ” So they asked him, 
“What are you then? Are you Elijah? ” And he said, “I am 
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not. ” “Are you the Prophet? ” He answered, “No. ” So they 
said to him, “Who are you, so we can give an answer to 
those who sent us? What do you have to say for yourself? ” 
He said: “I am ‘the voice of one crying out in the desert, 
“Make straight the way of the Lord, ” ‘ as Isaiah the 
prophet said. ” Some Pharisees were also sent. They asked 
him, “Why then do you baptize if you are not the Messiah 
or Elijah or the Prophet? ” John answered them, “I baptize 
with water; but there is one among you whom you do not 
recognize, the one who is coming after me, whose sandal 
strap I am not worthy to untie. ” This happened in Bethany 
across the Jordan, where John was baptizing. (John 1:19- 
28) 


Holy Child Our thoughts during these days of 
Christmastide are with the Child and his parents, out of 
sight of the world and in their human obscurity. In 
Bethlehem few know of his existence, and hardly any 
know of his sublime Person and mission. He is the Child 
of the ages, long foretold and destined for a kingship that 
will never end. But how lowly are his circumstances! 
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Compare his arrival with the fanfare associated with the 
arrival of the children of the great, those children who are 
princes of this world. With the Christ-child all is silent, 
simple, poor in surroundings, and holy. The danger is that, 
like those who told the Holy Family that there was no room 
available for them, we too will take this Babe for granted 
and disregard him. There is an old saying, that familiarity 
breeds contempt. The point of this one-liner is that where 
there is familiarity such as in a family or workplace it is all 
too easy for reverence for the other person to fade away. 
So, too, there is a similar danger in our relations with 
Christ our Redeemer. If we do not take care, our thought 
of Christ will be reduced to a familiar image that has a 
certain place in our everyday memory, but it will lack the 
holy awe which should mark our love for One who is not 
only a Person but a divine Person. And so the Church 
places before us today the testimony of John the Baptist 
(John 1: 19-28). He was slightly older than Jesus, and 
though not of the same locality as his relative, he 
nevertheless undoubtedly knew him. He did not yet know 
that he was the Messiah to come, but he had a profound 
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appreciation of his transcendent holiness because when 
Jesus presented himself to John for his baptism, John 
professed himself unworthy to accede to the request. Let 
us take John as embodying the reverence for Jesus that 
ought distinguish our attitude to him. 

So then, let us listen to the words of John in our 
Gospel today and make them our own. “7 baptize with 
water; but there is one among you whom you do not 
recognize, the one who is coming after me, whose sandal 
strap I am not worthy to untie ” (John 1: 19-28). John 
announced the coming of the Messiah — who he was, had 
yet to be revealed to him — and declared himself not 
worthy even to undo his sandal strap. If we are to gain the 
reverence towards the Person of Jesus which is his due and 
which is the foundation of a true love for him, we must at 
the very least think carefully about him. That is to say, we 
must contemplate long and lovingly his very Person. 
Especially must we take most seriously his divinity. It was 
altogether obvious that our Lord was human. While the 
humanity of Jesus is the way to God, it is not his humanity 
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that is difficult to appreciate. For this, all we need do is 
exercise our religious imagination on what is offered us in 
the Gospel scenes, and indeed we must be doing this every 
day of our lives if we are ever to grow in a profound love 
for Jesus. But we must take especially seriously the 
testimony of the Gospels that the Man Jesus is divine. This 
is what makes this Child of Bethlehem, this Man whom 
John the Baptist is referring to in our Gospel today, so 
utterly, utterly unique. Our danger today is that of having a 
casual attitude to Jesus, of being like so many in his own 
lifetime — his own townspeople and very many who saw 
and heard him — who were oblivious to his divinity. The 
question of the ages is, where and who is Godl Full of 
reverence and love, the Christian answers: There he is! 
Look! He, Jesus is God! He is the very Son of God. 

There was recently talk again of astronomers trying to 
determine whether there is any planet like ours in any 
galaxy other than our own. If there is, it would open up the 
likelihood, so they think, of other humans being there. 
Whatever of that, what makes our earth so unique is that 
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the great God became one of us. This Child of Bethlehem 
whom we celebrate in this Christmas season is this one 
God. Let us ponder the words of John in today’s Gospel so 
as to gain the reverence we ought have for Jesus Christ. 

-- 
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January 3 before the Epiphany 


Entrance Antiphon Ps 118 (117): 26-27 Blessed is he who 
comes in the name of the Lord: The Lord is God and has 
given us light. 

Collect O God, who in the blessed childbearing of the holy 
Virgin Mary kept the flesh of your Son free from the 
sentence incurred by the human race, grant, we pray, that 
we, who have been taken up into this new creation, may be 
freed from the ancient taint of sin. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 1 John 2:29-3:6; Psalm 98:1, 3cd-4, 5-6; 

John 1:29-34 

John the Baptist saw Jesus coming toward him and 
said, “Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of 
the world. He is the one of whom I said, A man is coming 
after me who ranks ahead of me because he existed before 
me. ’ I did not know him, but the reason why I came 
baptizing with water was that he might be made known to 
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Israel. ” John testified further, saying, “I saw the Spirit 
come down like a dove from the sky and remain upon him. 
I did not know him, but the one who sent me to baptize with 
water told me, ‘On whomever you see the Spirit come down 
and remain, he is the one who will baptize with the Holy 
Spirit. ’ Now I have seen and testified that he is the Son of 
God. ” (John 1:29-34) 

Nazareth During these days immediately following 
Christmas Day and the feast of the Holy Family, we remain 
with Jesus at Nazareth during his infancy and through his 
youth to manhood. We contemplate those quiet years, 
undoubtedly years of peace and joy while hidden with 
Mary and Joseph in God. Their ordinary life continued in 
the midst of their wider family circle and the life of the 
village. Little did the people know who it really was who 
was in their midst all those years, but Mary and Joseph 
knew. Now, as we think of the wonder of this hidden 
phenomenon, the Church places before us day by day 
snapshots of the future when Christ’s true person would 
begin to be revealed. This assists our contemplation of 
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who it is who quietly and very industriously works away at 
his daily tasks at Nazareth. Today the Church points to the 
future testimony of John the Baptist. John sees our Lord 
coming and points him out to his disciples as "the Lamb of 
God who takes away the sin of the world P’ (John 1:29-34). 
This is what the angel had revealed to Joseph before the 
birth of the Child: he would free his people from their sins. 
The angel did not tell Joseph how he would do it, and John 
the Baptist gives no evidence of having been told how 
Jesus would do it. Joseph was enlightened somewhat by 
Simeon during the presentation in the Temple when he 
heard Simeon say that the Child would be a sign of 
rejection, and that his wife Mary’s soul would be cut 
through with suffering. John the Baptist’s use of the 
expression “ Lamb of God ” may indicate an intimation of a 
suffering Messiah but he seems to have been perplexed by 
our Lord’s ministry as it began to unfold, as we see from 
the question he asked his disciples to put to our Lord. But 
he knew that Jesus was the one who would take away the 
sin of the world. This is what we are reminded of in 
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today’s Gospel text. The Jesus who was dwelling in 
Nazareth would liberate mankind from sin. What a task! 

That is his redemptive mission: to take away the sin of 
the world. But the testimony of John in today’s text 
reminds us of more. Yes, Christ was to take away the sin 
of the world, but he was also to give to man the gift of the 
Holy Spirit. This was a stupendous gift. The Holy Spirit 
had been very active in the Old Testament, and various 
priests, prophets and kings had been endowed with the 
Spirit of God for certain tasks. But Jesus had come, not 
simply to be led by the Holy Spirit, but to baptize with the 
Holy Spirit. Let us appreciate the significance of John 
being the one to say this. He himself had been baptizing 
all comers, all who professed repentance. One gets the 
impression that great numbers from Jerusalem and various 
parts of Judea and Galilee came to John for baptism. They 
came, admitted their sins and asked God’s forgiveness. As 
an expression of their repentance and as a token of God’s 
expected forgiveness, they received the baptism of water. 
John had been sent to administer this baptism. But now 
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there had arrived the anointed One who was sent to 
administer a different baptism to all people. All who came 
to him in a spirit of repentance and faith would receive a 
baptism with the Holy Spirit. It would be for all people 
who had the necessary dispositions. John’s baptism was a 
type of what was soon to come. This would be the gift of 
the boy, the youth, the young man at Nazareth to the 
human race. He would baptize with the Holy Spirit not just 
certain specially chosen prophets or kings, but all who 
repented and believed in him. Furthermore, John tells his 
hearers that he has “seen and testified” that Jesus is none 
other than “the Son of God” (John 1:29-34). In these 
words of John the Baptist we have a rich source of 
revelation for our contemplation of the hidden Man of 
Nazareth during these days of Christmastide. 

Let us place ourselves in the company of Jesus, Mary 
and Joseph and contemplate prayerfully their holy persons, 
so immersed in the ordinary course of daily life. Their 
lives at Nazareth were ordinary and it is clear that they did 
not stand out. Somehow their unique qualities went 
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relatively unobserved, or at least unproclaimed. How 
grand was the ordinary life in their case! Let us resolve to 
follow them and to put on their mind — which is the mind 
of Christ. 
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January 4 before the Epiphany 


Entrance Antiphon Is 9:1 A people who walked in 
darkness has seen a great light; for those dwelling in a land 
of deep gloom, a light has shone. 

Collect Grant us, almighty God, that the bringer of your 
salvation, who for the world’s redemption came forth with 
newness of heavenly light, may dawn afresh in our hearts 
and bring us constant renewal. Who lives and reigns with 
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. 

Scripture today : 1 John 3:7-10; Psalm 98:1, 7-8, 9; 

John 1:35-42 

John was standing with two of his disciples, and as he 
watched Jesus walk by, he said, “ Behold, the Lamb of 
God. ” The two disciples heard what he said and followed 
Jesus. Jesus turned and saw them following him and said 
to them, “What are you looking for?” They said to him, 
“Rabbi” (which translated means Teacher), “where are 
you staying? ” He said to them, “Come, and you will see. ” 
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So they went and saw where he was staying, and they 
stayed with him that day. It was about four in the 
afternoon. Andrew, the brother of Simon Peter, was one of 
the two who heard John and followed Jesus. He first found 
his own brother Simon and told him, “We have found the 
Messiah, ” which is translated Christ. Then he brought him 
to Jesus. Jesus looked at him and said, “You are Simon the 
son of John; you will be called Cephas, ” which is 
translated Peter. (John 1:35-42) 

Being with Jesus I have always felt that among 
the many beautiful scenes of the Gospel, this one at the 
beginning of our Lord’s public ministry is especially 
touching (John 1:35-42). The scene is played out from the 
point of view of the two disciples who had been disciples 
of John the Baptist — one of whom was Andrew, the 
brother of Simon Peter. They had been disciples of John 
and that alone tells us that they were young men of real 
quality and had absorbed his teaching. John their teacher 
now points them in a new direction. Without requiring it 
of them, he intimates that now they ought to follow the 


- 277 - 



One whom he calls the Lamb of God. He is the One who 
will take away the sin of the world. John has prepared 
them to be disciples of the Messiah, helping them to 
become good soil for the Word who is God. And so our 
two disciples, hearing what John said, followed Jesus. 
They did so because they were good, and they yearned for 
greater goodness in God. At this, our Lord turned and, let 
us imagine, with a welcoming smile asked them what they 
were seeking. He knew the hearts of men (as St John says 
later in his Gospel) and he would have seen at a glance that 
they were following him because their hearts were seeking 
the God of holiness. His simple question led to their own, 
in which they asked our Lord where he lived. They were, 
in effect, asking him if they could follow him and be in his 
company. The very way they addressed our Lord suggests 
this, for they called him “Rabbi” (which means Teacher). 
Thus, right at the outset and without prior introduction to 
him, they placed themselves in the position of disciples in 
the presence of a Master. Our Lord’s invitation was 
immediate, that they come and see, come and see for 
themselves what being in his company and learning from 
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him would be like. He was saying in effect, yes, come and 
follow me and consider being my disciples. They stayed 
with him for the rest of that day and their lives were sealed. 

That was the call. It was an initial one to be 
confirmed later on. But what is especially beautiful is the 
limpid description of their staying with Jesus for the rest of 
the day. Let us watch them accompanying Jesus along the 
journey after their initial meeting. They conversed with 
him, their hearts wide open to him because of the high 
testimony about him given by their former master, John the 
Baptist. They had accepted John’s teaching about him. 
Now they were privileged to be in his company, with our 
Lord fully accepting them into his friendship. Let us 
imagine the conversation as they walk on and as they 
finally arrive at where our Lord was staying. Perhaps it 
was not far from where John had been exercising his 
ministry and I suppose it was a dwelling constructed by our 
Lord himself for the simple and brief period that he 
planned to be with John the Baptist. Up to that point our 
Lord had been a carpenter by profession and so the 
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dwelling would have been of a sufficient standard for all 
that was needed. So there our Lord received his new 
friends, extended to them his hospitality and friendship, 
and thus he gained his first disciples and two of the 
Twelve. The conversation continued in the little dwelling 
and grew in depth. It must have been a profoundly 
revealing and life changing few hours, because Andrew 
went to his brother Simon and told him with evident 
conviction that he had found the Messiah. We remember 
how, in a later chapter, our Lord told the Samaritan 
woman that he was the Messiah. Jesus is the promised 
Messiah! To reach this conviction, all it had needed for the 
two disciples was the testimony of John and some prime 
time with our Lord himself. There is a great lesson for us 
here. We have the testimony of the Scriptures and of the 
Church’s immense tradition as to the Person of Jesus. 
What we need to do is to accept totally this testimony and 
then to spend plenty of time with Jesus. He will draw us 
into his friendship and reveal himself to us. 
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So let us resolve to spend time with Jesus every day, 
and all through our lives. If we do this he will show 
himself to us and we shall become his disciples. Andrew, 
having come to know Jesus personally and to learn for 
himself the truth of what John had testified, went on 
immediately to introduce his brother Simon to the Lord. 
So too, if we come to know Jesus through personal prayer 
and adherence to the Church’s testimony, we shall be led to 
bring others to Jesus. Let us then adhere unfailingly to the 
Church’s teaching and testimony, and make quality prayer 
central to our lives. 
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January 5 before the Epiphany 


Entrance Antiphon Cf. Jn 1:1 In the beginning and before 
all ages, the Word was God and he humbled himself to be 
born the Saviour of the world. 

Collect O God, who by the Nativity of your Only Begotten 
Son wondrously began for your people the work of 
redemption, grant, we pray, to your servants such firmness 
of faith, that by his guidance they may attain the glorious 
prize you have promised. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 1 John 3:11-21; Psalm 100:lb-2, 3, 4, 5; 

John 1:43-51 

Jesus decided to go to Galilee, and he found Philip. 
And Jesus said to him, “Follow me. ” Now Philip was from 
Bethsaida, the town of Andrew and Peter. Philip found 
Nathanael and told him, “We have found the one about 
whom Moses wrote in the law, and also the prophets, 
Jesus, son of Joseph, from Nazareth. ” But Nathanael said 


- 282 - 



to him, “Can anything good come from Nazareth?’’ Philip 
said to him, “Come and see. ” Jesus saw Nathanael coming 
toward him and said of him, “Here is a true child of Israel. 
There is no duplicity in him. ” Nathanael said to him, “How 
do you know me?” Jesus answered and said to him, 
“Before Philip called you, I saw you under the fig tree. ” 
Nathanael answered him, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God; 
you are the King of Israel. ” Jesus answered and said to 
him, “Do you believe because I told you that I saw you 
under the fig tree? You will see greater things than this. ” 
And he said to him, “Amen, amen, I say to you, you will see 
the sky opened and the angels of God ascending and 
descending on the Son of Man. ” (John 1:43-51) 

Good soil According to St John’s account of the 
first meeting between our Lord and some of the Twelve, it 
took them very little time to recognize that he was the 
long-awaited Messiah. We ought try to appreciate the 
significance of this. The true Hebrew entertained a great 
expectation of the Messiah, for the Scriptures made it plain 
that the Messiah was to come and that through him God 
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would establish his Kingdom. The hopes of salvation held 
by the true Israelite were pinned on the coming Anointed 
One. We remember the saintly Simeon and the prophetess 
Anna who looked forward to the coming of the Christ. Our 
Gospel scene today places us at the threshold of our Lord’s 
public ministry in the immediate aftermath of his own 
baptism and of John the Baptist’s identification of him as 
the Messiah. We are told in our passage today that our 
Lord “found Philip ” — implying that the initiative in 
Philip’s case came from our Lord who invited him to 
“follow me ” (John 1:43-51). It seems that Philip responded 
immediately and told Nathanael that “we have found the 
one about whom Moses wrote in the law, and also the 
prophets, Jesus.” So Philip had quickly and definitively 
arrived at the truth about Jesus: Jesus of Nazareth was the 
fulfilment of the Law and the prophets. Our gaze then 
turns to Nathanael to whom Philip had given his testimony. 
Nathanael seems to have been doubtful in view of our 
Lord’s town of origin, but again it did not take long for 
Nathanael to decide that Jesus was “the Son of God ” and 
the “ King of Israel.” At his first encounter with Jesus, in a 
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matter of seconds, he attained the very goal of John’s 
Gospel which was that it might be seen that “ Jesus is the 
Christ, the Son of God, and that believing this you may 
have life in his name ” (John 20:31). 

How do we account for this speedy acquisition of 
divine faith on the part of the first disciples mentioned 
here? We are given an important clue in the very words of 
our Lord as he sees Nathanael approaching him. “ Jesus 
saw Nathanael coming toward him and said of him, ‘Here 
is a true child of Israel. There is no duplicity in him’.” 
Nathanael was a person who lived in the truth and would 
have nothing to do with anything but the truth. He was 
disposed from the depths of his heart to accept and to 
perceive the truth and especially the truth coming from 
God. That is to say, fundamental dispositions have 
everything to do with arriving at the truth about God and, 
in particular, about Jesus. So very much depends on where 
we are coming from, on our fundamental starting points, on 
what we regard as truly important, on what we are 
expecting — in a word, on our basic dispositions. The 
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good man will differ in these respects from the one who is 
not good. The problem is that we are generally quite 
unaware of where we are coming from — this is something 
only God knows because he alone sees our hearts. 
Therefore we must pray that God will gradually give us the 
right starting points, the right first principles and basic 
assumptions that will direct us to the truth of Christ. All 
the testimony in the world about Christ will not help us if 
our tastes, our preferences and especially our will are not 
properly disposed. That having been said, at the same time 
what is also evident from our Gospel text is that the 
testimony of others played a very important part in 
bringing these first apostles to Christ. In our case today, it 
was the testimony of Philip that led Nathanael to Jesus. In 
yesterday’s Gospel passage it was the testimony of Andrew 
that led Simon his brother to Jesus. 

So then, let us pray for grace to be good soil open to 
the seed that is the word of God, and for others to be good 
soil too. Let us also pray that we shall be open to the 
testimony given to us, especially by the Church our 
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mother, and by all those who have come to know the Lord. 
Let us also pray that others will be moved by the grace of 
God to listen docilely to the testimony to Christ offered to 
them during the course of their life. If a person is properly 
disposed and open to the Church’s testimony, he will 
discover the God of revelation. 

-- 
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January 6 before the Epiphany 


Entrance Antiphon Ps 112 (111): 4 A light has risen in the 
darkness for the upright of heart; the Lord is generous, 
merciful and just. 

Collect Cast your kindly light upon your faithful, Lord, we 
pray, and with the splendour of your glory set their hearts 
ever aflame, that they may never cease to acknowledge 
their Saviour and may truly hold fast to him. Who lives 
and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 1 John 5:5-13; Psalm 147:12-15, 19-20; 

Mark 1:7-11 or Luke 3:23-38 

When Jesus began his ministry he was about thirty 
years of age. He was the son, as was thought, of Joseph, 
the son ofHeli, the son ofMelea, the son ofMenna, the son 
of Mattatha, the son of Nathan, the son of David, the son of 
Jesse, the son of Obed, the son ofBoaz, the son of Sola, the 
son of Nahshon, the son of Amminadab, the son of Admin, 
the son of Ami, the son ofHezron, the son of Perez, the son 
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of Judah, the son of Jacob, the son of Isaac, the son of 
Abraham, the son of Terah, the son of Nahor, the son of 
Cainan, the son of Arphaxad, the son of Shem, the son of 
Noah, the son of Lamech, the son of Enos, the son of Seth, 
the son of Adam, the son of God. (Luke 3:23, 31-34, 36, 
38) 

or 


This is what John the Baptist proclaimed: “One 
mightier than I is coming after me. I am not worthy to 
stoop and loosen the thongs of his sandals. I have baptized 
you with water; he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit. ” It 
happened in those days that Jesus came from Nazareth of 
Galilee and was baptized in the Jordan by John. On 
coming up out of the water he saw the heavens being torn 
open and the Spirit, like a dove, descending upon him. And 
a voice came from the heavens, “You are my beloved Son; 
with you I am well pleased. ” (Mark 1:7-11) 

Christ our Blessing Each day during this brief 
season of Christmastide we are contemplating in the 
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Gospel passages various aspects of the Person of Jesus, 
bom in Bethlehem and raised in Nazareth. Today we have 
two alternative Gospel texts, one from Mark and the other 
from Luke, to help us in our prayerful consideration of 
Jesus. In each text we are taken to the threshold of his 
public ministry. In introducing us to him Luke gives us a 
genealogy which traces our Lord back to David, Abraham 
and Adam (Luke 3:23, 31-34, 36, 38). That is to say, Jesus 
Christ is a true member of our human race and a true 
Hebrew. He is no angel, no demiurge or exalted creature 
such as the fourth century priest, Arms, described him. No, 
he is truly a man — but not just a man. He is a man with a 
mission far beyond any other. In the history of the world 
and in the history of religions, who ever heard of a man 
with the mission to take away the sin of the world and to 
pour out the Spirit of God on mankind? Even if, outside of 
the revelation vouchsafed us by God, there were to be a 
person or a tradition which recognized the fact and 
unimaginable proportions of the world’s sin, who would 
know how to take it awayl I once watched a television 
debate between a Jewish rabbi and a Christian (protestant) 
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theologian. It was interesting to see that the Jewish rabbi 
did not allow for the world being under the power of a 
transmitted original sin and that this sin was able to be 
removed. Islam, likewise, does not accept the notion of 
“the sin of the world” into which man is born, and from 
which man needs to be, and has been, redeemed. Such 
views exclude the need of a Redeemer of the world in the 
Christian sense. But this is exactly what Christianity 
professes, and the Redeemer, though divine, is a man like 
us in all things — except that he is free of the sin from 
which he came to redeem us. 

Thus Luke’s passage shows Jesus to be a man like us. 
But he is far more as well. In our alternative Gospel text 
today, St Mark tells us that “on coming up out of the water 
he saw the heavens being torn open and the Spirit, like a 
dove, descending upon him. And a voice came from the 
heavens, ‘You are my beloved Son; with you I am well 
pleased (Mark 1: 7-11). God is manifestly speaking and 
he is revealing something more about the man Jesus. Jesus 
is his beloved Son and this is how our Lord constantly 


-291 - 



refers to himself. He himself is “the Son” and God is his 
own “Father”. We remember how the angel told Joseph in 
a dream that the Child would be “called the Son of the 
Most High.” When Mary and Joseph found the boy Jesus 
in the Temple after their three day search, he told them that 
he had been about the affairs (or in the house) of “my 
Father .” Nor did our Lord authorize any of his disciples to 
speak of God as “my Father” in the same sense that he did. 
On rising from the dead he told Mary Magdalene to go to 
the brothers and tell them that he was ascending to “to my 
Father and your Father, to my God and your God.” So 
then, on the occasion of his baptism as narrated in our 
Gospel today, we have a manifestation of the three Persons 
who are the One God. The Father speaks from heaven, the 
Holy Spirit descends upon Jesus, and Jesus himself is 
revealed as the Son. While Jesus is truly man, he is at the 
same time one of the three divine Persons, and he comes 
from the bosom of the Father. He is not simply the most 
exalted of God’s creatures, as Arius would have it. We 
ought never cease to marvel at the historical phenomenon 
of One who was truly man and who was God the Son, the 


- 292 - 



very same God as is the Father. His coming among us 
revealed the Blessed Trinity and enabled us to share their 
life. Let us preserve in our hearts a holy and reverential 
wonder at the mystery of the incarnation of the Son of God. 

St Paul writes in one of his Letters that in Christ we 
have been granted every heavenly blessing. How could 
this not be so if we accept that the man Jesus is the 
promised Messiah and the Son of God? There is no 
blessing in heaven or on earth greater than he. He is God’s 
gift to our race, and in him we find light and all that our 
hearts are made for. God made us for Jesus. Jesus is the 
object of our life and the object of all creation. If we 
totally accept him as such and live accordingly, God will 
be all in all. 




-293 - 





January 7 before the Epiphany 


Entrance Antiphon Gal 4: 4-5 God sent his Son, born of a 
woman, so that we might receive adoption as children. 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, who were pleased to 
shine forth with new light through the coming of your Only 
Begotten Son, grant, we pray, that, just as he was pleased 
to share our bodily form through the childbearing of the 
Virgin Mary, so we, too, may one day merit to become 
companions in his kingdom of grace. Who lives and reigns 
with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever 
and ever. 

Scripture today : 1 John 5: 14-21; Psalm 149: 1-5; 

John 2:1-11 

On the third day a wedding took place at Cana in 
Galilee. Jesus’ mother was there, and Jesus and his 
disciples had also been invited to the wedding. When the 
wine was gone, Jesus ’ mother said to him, “They have no 
more wine. ” “Dear woman, why do you involve me ” Jesus 
replied, “My time has not yet come. ” His mother said to 
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the servants, ‘'Do whatever he tells yon. ” Nearby stood six 
stone water jars, the kind used by the Jews for ceremonial 
washing, each holding from twenty to thirty gallons. Jesus 
said to the servants, “Fill the jars with water’’; so they 
filled them to the brim. Then he told them, “Now draw 
some out and take it to the master of the banquet. ” They 
did so, and the master of the banquet tasted the water that 
had been turned into wine. He did not realize where it had 
come from, though the servants who had drawn the water 
knew. Then he called the bridegroom aside and said, 
“Everyone brings out the choice wine first and then the 
cheaper wine after the guests have had too much to drink; 
but you have saved the best till now. ” This, the first of his 
miraculous signs, Jesus performed in Cana of Galilee. He 
thus revealed his glory, and his disciples put their faith in 
him. (John 2:1-11) 

Suffering There once occurred a public debate in 
Melbourne between the atheist-utilitarian philosopher 
Professor Peter Singer, and philosopher-priest Father 
Brendan Purcell. During the encounter, Professor Singer 


-295 - 



stated that even if we could not imagine a world without 
tectonic plates (and so, subject to earthquakes, tsunamis, 
and the resultant human suffering and death), God should 
still be able to devise a world in which these things did not 
cause suffering. Why? Because he is all-powerful and all¬ 
good Actually, when asked about an hour later whether or 
not it would be possible to have a world without suffering, 
Singer replied: not as long as sentient beings exist in that 
world. This admission seemed to suggest that if there is to 
be a (limited) world at all, suffering of some sort is 
necessarily part of the package. Be that as it may, the 
debate involved the old problem of evil. If God has created 
this world with wisdom and deliberation, why is it that it is 
not better than it is? Indeed, why is it that the world is not 
perfect? This means, for such as Singer, that if there is an 
all-good and all-powerful Creator, the world should be 
perfectly free of all “suffering,” and filled with 
“happiness.” In fact, incidentally, the height of heroic 
selflessness — a form of perfection in a world where there 
is the power of free choice — is usually attained and 
manifested precisely in the midst of suffering. But the 


- 296 - 



point made by such as Singer is a serious and real one. A 
man has suddenly lost his wife and children due to a 
disaster — why did God allow this to happen? It is very 
unfair, he thinks with bitterness. Singer and the school he 
represents put the problem in broad and ultimate terms. 
God creates and problems result. One might say that if 
there are to be no problems, then God must not create at 
all. But Singer might reply that God ought not, if he is 
moral, to create whatever will cause the problems. 

Let us turn to our Gospel passage today (John 2: 1-11) 
and look at it with a different twist — and with a little 
humour, an angle not intended by John, its inspired author. 
Our scene is the wedding feast of Cana in Galilee, and 
there is a minor disaster: the wine has run out. Our Lord is 
there, and were it not for the intervention of Mary his 
mother and her intercession, so it would have remained. 
The wedding feast may have been extremely embarrassing. 
Clearly, incidentally, our Lord did not regard the failure of 
the supply of wine (representing many other little disasters, 
let us say) to constitute an instance of shoddy and unwise 
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work by the Creator (i.e. himself). But what happened? 
The mother of Jesus was there, and she, drawing his 
attention to the “evil”, the “unhappiness”, the “suffering” 
of the situation, directed the stewards to do whatever he 
would then direct. Our passage narrates the result. Silently 
Christ works an extraordinary change. “ Nearby stood six 
stone water jars, the kind used by the Jews for ceremonial 
washing, each holding from twenty to thirty gallons. Jesus 
said to the servants, “Fill the jars with water’’; so they 
filled them to the brim. Then he told them, “Now draw 
some out and take it to the master of the banquet. ’’ They 
did so, and the master of the banquet tasted the water that 
had been turned into wine.” We are speaking here of a 
great quantity of beautiful wine suddenly becoming 
available among the guests. Now, let us imagine a 
(perhaps slightly hilarious) scenario resulting from this 
sudden answer of God the Son to human need and 
“suffering.” Yes, the “evil” of embarrassment was taken 
away, but imagine if some of the guests got drunk as a 
result of the windfall — and fell into sin as a result. Let is 
not say this was impossible. Well, these sinful acts would 
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not have happened if the wedding celebration had remained 
bereft of wine. Is Christ to be blamed for the evil of sin 
which his gift indirectly occasioned? 

I construct such a scene in order to illustrate the fact 
that creation is a gift of God constituting a responsibility 
for man. We do not understand how God’s allowance of 
freedom with its enormous risks and consequences 
harmonizes with his utter repugnance for evil and 
suffering. Creation, life, the new life of grace — all these 
are inestimable gifts. But they are responsibilities. What 
hangs in the balance is the use we make of them, with 
consequences for this world and the hereafter. At the 
beginning, man messed things up by sinning — this we 
know from divine Revelation and our own sense of things. 
But God is rich in mercy and has come as our Saviour. Let 
us take our stand with him then, and accompany him to 
glory. 

-- 
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The Epiphany of the Lord 


At the Vigil Mass 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Bar 5: 5 Arise, Jerusalem, and 
look to the East and see your children gathered from the 
rising to the setting of the sun. 

Collect May the splendour of your majesty, O Lord, we 
pray, shed its light upon our hearts, that we may pass 
through the shadows of this world and reach the brightness 
of our eternal home. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your 
Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the JJoly 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

At the Mass during the Day 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Mai 3:1; 1 Chr 29: 12 Behold, the 
Lord, the Mighty One, has come; and kingship is in his 
grasp, and power and dominion. 

Collect O God, who on this day revealed your Only 
Begotten Son to the nations by the guidance of a star, grant 
in your mercy, that we, who know you already by faith, 
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may be brought to behold the beauty of your sublime glory. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Isaiah 60:1-6; Psalm 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-13; 

Ephesians 3:2-3a, 5-6; Matthew 2:1-12 

When Jesus was bom in Bethlehem of Judea, in the 
days of King Herod, behold, magi from the east arrived in 
Jerusalem, saying, “Where is the newborn king of the 
Jews? We saw his star at its rising and have come to do 
him homage. ” When King Herod heard this, he was greatly 
troubled, and all Jerusalem with him. Assembling all the 
chief priests and the scribes of the people, he inquired of 
them where the Messiah was to be born. They said to him, 
“In Bethlehem of Judea, for thus it has been written 
through the prophet: ‘And you, Bethlehem, land of Judah, 
are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; since 
from you shall come a ruler, who is to shepherd my people 
Israel. ’ “ Then Herod called the magi secretly and 
ascertained from them the time of the star’s appearance. 
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He sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and search 
diligently for the child. When you have found him, bring 
me word, that I too may go and do him homage. ” After 
their audience with the king they set out. And behold, the 
star that they had seen at its rising preceded them, until it 
came and stopped over the place where the child was. 
They were overjoyed at seeing the star, and on entering the 
house they saw the child with Mary his mother. They 
prostrated themselves and did him homage. Then they 
opened their treasures and offered him gifts of gold, 
frankincense, and myrrh. And having been warned in a 
dream not to return to Herod, they departed for their 
country by another way. (Matthew 2: 1-12) 

The Magi Any student of literature will know that 
discussion about the significance of certain great works 
goes on endlessly. For instance, Shakespeare lived four 
hundred years ago and produced a body of drama and 
poetry that is the work of genius, and there is no end to the 
analysis that it has generated. In effect, it means that it is 
very difficult to arrive definitively at an agreed meaning of 
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various of his works because within a short time that 
meaning will be challenged by yet another Shakespearean 
scholar. And so it is in so many fields of human learning. 
Well then, what are we to say of the greatest personality of 
human history, and the thoughts of men about him? That 
person is Jesus of Nazareth, and ever since our Lord asked 
his disciples what men were saying of him, judgments 
about the meaning of his life have been unending. But in 
his case, there is this difference: we can determine 
definitively the meaning of his life because it is not up to 
the ebb and flow of private judgment. There is a divinely 
constituted authority on the matter. The significance of 
Christ and his work is set forth in the Creed and in the 
dogmas and formal teachings of the Church. No one can 
overturn them and they are to be accepted with confidence 
as coming from God who guides the Church in her 
understanding of and teaching about Jesus. For instance, 
the Nicene Creed which we recite every Sunday at Mass 
tells us that “/or us men and for our salvation he came 
down from heaven .” That tells us the meaning of Christ’s 
life and work. Or again, we read in the Gospel of St John 
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that “ there were many other signs that Jesus worked and 
the disciples saw, but they are not recorded in this book. 
These are recorded so that you may believe that Jesus is 
the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing this you may 
have life through his name ” (John 20:31). In that inspired 
sentence it is clearly stated who Christ is and how we are to 
interpret his work and the various events of his life, such as 
the Epiphany of the Lord which we are celebrating today. 

We are still with the liturgical season of Christmas tide, 
and today we think of the manifestation of our Lord to the 
wise men from the East. I suppose many other incidents in 
our Lord’s infancy could have been described in the 
Gospel, but this quiet but unusual event was selected by St 
Matthew (Matthew 2: 1-12) because it illustrated a point of 
great significance in the life and mission of Jesus. One of 
the especially notable features of St Matthew’s Gospel is 
that he shows that Jesus is a Hebrew descended directly 
from Abraham, and his person, his life and his work are the 
fulfilment of the Hebrew Scriptures and the expectations of 
the chosen people of Israel. But Matthew also shows that 
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he is not just a great Hebrew for the Hebrews. He is the 
Saviour of the world, the King of all kings and the Lord of 
all lords, the Redeemer of all men of all ages, the one and 
only way to the Father for all, the light of the world for all 
men. By him “< 2 // the families of the earth shall bless 
themselves ” (Genesis 12: 3). Thus it was that after he rose 
from the dead our Lord said that all authority in heaven 
and on earth had been given to him, and that therefore his 
disciples were to go to the whole world and make disciples 
of all the nations. He was not just one prophet among 
many, as Islam would have it, nor even just the greatest 
(which Islam does not allow). He was not just — as the 
Dalai Lama once said — one more instance of the Buddha. 
No, he is the one and only Redeemer of men, the world’s 
only totally sufficient and true Light. That this was at the 
forefront of the divine mind we see in the fact of God 
choosing to lead some wise men (we are not told the 
number) from the pagan East (perhaps Arabia — modern 
Yemen) to venerate the newborn Child. It is, we could say, 
the Father celebrating the arrival of his Son among men 
with a quiet but significant gesture. Pagans, acting 
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according to their lights and assisted from heaven, came 
from afar. Without realizing it, in their persons they 
symbolically presented the entire Gentile world before this 
infant who was King of the Jews and King of the world. 
They were a symbol of the vocation of mankind to 
prostrate before this Child. They were a harbinger of 
countless others down through the ages who would accept 
Christ as their King. Indeed, we ourselves were 
represented by those wise men from the East, because we 
who accept and love Christ are not sprung from the race of 
David, but from various other peoples. 

Let us prayerfully remember the visit of the wise men 
as they paid homage to the infant King. With the certain 
knowledge we have of who this Child is and of the 
meaning of his life, death and resurrection for the 
redemption and sanctification of all mankind, let us 
gratefully receive him into our hearts as our Lord and 
King, and resolve to bring others to the knowledge and 
love of him who is King of the ages. 
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Further reading : The Catechism of the Catholic Church, 
no.514-521 (Christ’s whole life is Mystery) 

-- 
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Monday after the Epiphany 


Entrance Antiphon: A holy day has dawned upon us: 
Come, you nations, and adore the Lord, for a great light has 
come down upon the earth. 

Collect: O God, whose eternal Word adorns the face of the 
heavens yet accepted from the Virgin Mary the frailty of 
our flesh, grant, we pray, that he who appeared among us 
as the splendour of truth may go forth in the fullness of 
power for the redemption of the world. Who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : John 3:22-4:6; Psalm 2:7bc-8, 10-12a; 
Matthew 4:12-17.23-25 

When Jesus heard that John had been put in prison, 
he returned to Galilee. Leaving Nazareth, Jesus went and 
lived in Capernaum, which was by the lake in the area of 
Zebulun and Naphtali — to fulfil what was said through the 
prophet Isaiah: Land of Zebulun and land of Naphtali, the 
way to the sea, along the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles — 
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the people living in darkness have seen a great light; on 
those living in the land of the shadow of death a light has 
dawned. From that time on Jesus began to preach, Repent, 
for the kingdom of heaven is near. Jesus went throughout 
Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, preaching the good 
news of the kingdom, and healing every disease and 
sickness among the people. News about him spread all 
over Syria, and people brought to him all who were ill with 
various diseases, those suffering severe pain, the 
demon-possessed, those having seizures, and the 
paralysed, and he healed them. Large crowds from 
Galilee, the Decapolis, Jerusalem, Judea and the region 
across the Jordan followed him. (Matthew 4:12-17.23-25) 

The Light There are many significant features that 
mark off the human being, but what is of special moment 
about him is his capacity to grasp not merely phenomena, 
but what we might call the true sense of things — their 
nature and meaning. The human being can grasp the 
nature of life, his own nature, the nature of the realities 
before him, the nature of morality and the moral law, and 
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something of the nature of God. This insight into things 
can go far beyond appearances, even to perceiving that 
appearances are entirely misleading as to the true nature of 
things. For instance, it may seem that the loss of life is an 
utterly terrible thing and must be avoided at all costs - but 
man can come to see that this is not so. There are higher 
goods to be attained than life itself. How man reaches 
insight is complex, but in general it comes by a 
combination of personal reasoning and faith in the word of 
those who know. Accompanying this is the power and the 
obligation freely to choose what we see to be the truth. 
Indeed, we could say that the story of mankind is above all 
the story of mankind’s insight into the nature and meaning 
of things, together with his free striving to live according to 
this light. The greatest thing a man can do is attain the 
light, and then live according to it. There have been great 
bearers of light who have lived according to it. Some have 
borne witness to a light which has come to them from 
heaven — such as Moses, Samuel, Elijah and Isaiah. These 
are the prophets. Others have shown forth a light which 
they have attained — such as the philosophers Socrates, 
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Plato and Aristotle. Among the greatest “lights” of 
classical times, who proved to be the greatest and most 
influential? Without doubt, Jesus Christ. There has never 
been a light so great and influential as is he. 

His light was not something he gained. He simply 
had it to the full. His was a light without compare. He, this 
light, was sent from above to be the life of the world. He is 

the true Light that has come into the world-and he said 

that the one without his light is in darkness. All of this 
brings us to our Gospel passage today, which speaks of the 
beginning of the public work of Jesus Christ. He appeared 
as a great Light, one predicted long before by Isaiah, a 
previous light who was great but far less than he, and who 
like him had borne the light of heaven. “ Jesus went and 
lived in Capernaum, which was by the lake in the area of 
Zebulun and Naphtali — to fulfil what was said through the 
prophet Isaiah: Land of Zebulun and land of Naphtali, the 
way to the sea, along the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles — 
the people living in darkness have seen a great light; on 
those living in the land of the shadow of death a light has 
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dawned. From that time on Jesus began to preach, Repent, 
for the kingdom of heaven is near ” (Matthew 
4:12-17.23-25). Soon after Christ’s birth, the parents of the 
Child took him to the Temple to present him to the Lord. 
There they heard the prophecy that in him God had 
prepared “<2 light for revelation to the Gentiles and glory to 
thy people Israel ” (Luke 2:32). When our Lord cured the 
man bom blind (John 9:7), he said that ‘ for judgment I 
came into this world, that those who do not see may see, 
and that those who see may become blind ” (John 9:39). It 
all turns on our attitude to the Person of Jesus Christ. 
Perhaps the most striking manifestation of the power of 
this Light was its eventual effect on the mightiest power in 
history to that point - the Empire of Rome. Great as was 
the military genius of Alexander, the results of his 
adventures could not compare with the Fact of Rome and 
its Empire. But, despite Rome’s savage pounding of the 
Light of Jesus Christ over three centuries, that Light gently 
and without arms triumphed and overtook the helm of the 
Empire. 
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Rome crumbled under the barbarian invasions, but 
once again the Light of Christ eventually conquered, and 
Catholic Europe emerged. Later still, with the break-up 
and turbulence of Europe, it faced terrible crises and a 
decline in influence. A new challenge is now ahead for the 
disciples of Jesus Christ. The Light of Jesus Christ must be 
brought to the peoples, and a new evangelization must be 
mounted. As in the beginning with the Roman Empire, it 
will depend on the ordinary Christian living according to 
the Light which is the living Person of Jesus Christ, and 
bringing that Light to all around. It is this Light which 
brings Life. Let us take up the work, then! 

-- 
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Tuesday after the Epiphany 


Entrance Antiphon Ps 118 (117): 26-27 Blessed is he who 
comes in the name of the Lord: The Lord is God and has 
given us light 

Collect : O God, whose Only Begotten Son has appeared in 
our very flesh, grant, we pray, that we may be inwardly 
transformed through him whom we recognize as outwardly 
like ourselves. Who lives and reigns with you in the unity 
of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 1 John 4: 7-10; Psalm 71; Mark 6:34-44 

When Jesus landed and saw a large crowd, he had 
compassion on diem, because they were like sheep without 
a shepherd. So he began teaching them many things. By 
this time it was late in the day, so his disciples came to 
him. This is a remote place, they said, and it’s already 
very late. Send the people away so that they can go to the 
surrounding countryside and villages and buy themselves 
something to eat. But he answered, You give them 
something to eat. They said to him, That would take eight 
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months of a man’s wages! Are we to go and spend that 
much on bread and give it to them to eat? How many 
loaves do you have? he asked. Go and see. When they 
found out, they said, Five — and two fish. Then Jesus 
directed them to have all the people sit down in groups on 
the green grass. So they sat down in groups of hundreds 
and fifties. Taking the five loaves and the two fish and 
looking up to heaven, he gave thanks and broke the loaves. 
Then he gave them to his disciples to set before the people. 
He also divided the two fish among them all. They all ate 
and were satisfied, and the disciples picked up twelve 
basketfuls of broken pieces of bread and fish. The number 
of the men who had eaten was five thousand. (Mark 6: 34- 
44) 


Shepherd In the Gospel of St Mark (and in 
Matthew too) there are two incidents of Christ feeding a 
great crowd. The first is our event of today (Mark 6: 34- 
44) involving some “five thousand men.” The second 
occurred some time (“in those days”) after Christ’s visit to 
Tyre and Sidon (Mark 8: 1-9), involving “about four 
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thousand people” (8:9). There must have been a count 
because after the second miracle Mark goes on to report the 
conversation between our Lord and his disciples which 
refers to both events, and the same figures are again given 
(8:14-21). Now, what is interesting is that in Mark both 
miracles are prefaced by the observation that our Lord, on 
seeing the crowds, had compassion for them. For the five 
thousand (in our Gospel today), “as he landed he saw a 
great throng, and he had compassion on them because they 
were like sheep without a shepherd ” (8:34). On the second 
occasion — for the four thousand — our Lord said to his 
disciples, “I have compassion on the crowd, because they 
have been with me now three days, and have nothing to 
eat ” (8:1-3). If we turn to the account in St John of the 
feeding of the five thousand (6:1-13), there is no mention 
of the compassion of Christ. The event amounts to an 
introduction to Christ’s teaching on the Eucharist and to 
the new Passover. Nor is there an explicit mention of 
Christ’s compassion in Luke’s account of the feeding of the 
five thousand (9:12-17). In Matthew (14:15-21), there is 
no explicit connection between the compassion of Christ 
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and this miracle of the five thousand — although just 
before it, Christ heals the sick because of his compassion. 
In Matthew’s later account of the feeding of the four 
thousand (15: 32-39), Christ does express his compassion 
and works the miracle. 

Our interest is today’s passage (Mark 6: 34-44), in 
which Mark narrates the feeding of the five thousand. This 
is the only miracle recorded by all four Gospels — the 
miracle of the four thousand being included only by Mark 
and Matthew. Of the four, Mark is the only one who states 
that Christ, seeing the great throng (of five thousand) had 
compassion on them — because they were like sheep 
without a shepherd. So, we read, he began to teach them 
“many things.” The implication is that it was for his 
teaching that they had arrived there, and it was for lack of 
his teaching that they were like sheep without a shepherd. 
They had come to him for guidance, and the scene shows 
forth Christ as the Good Shepherd who manifests the 
compassion of God by teaching them and then feeding 
them. In other words, Christ spent a considerable time on 
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this day and in this “lonely place” teaching a great throng 
of people. It must have been an exhausting business for the 
great Teacher. He must have held the people spellbound 
because it was growing late and the disciples, it seems, 
chose to interrupt. We read that he was teaching them 
many things, and “ when it grew late, his disciples came to 
him and said, ‘This is a lonely place, and the hour is now 
late; send them away, to go into the country and villages 
round about and buy themselves something to eat (6:35- 
36). With that, our Lord proceeded to provide for the 
throngs what they now needed, with a remarkable miracle. 
It suggests that if we make it our business to seek to know 
the word of God as it comes from Jesus Christ, then 
ultimately all will be well. Of course, we must seek to 
know it with the intention of putting it into practice. If we 
make Jesus Christ our Shepherd and Guide, he will care for 
us. As St Thomas More once said — in a letter to his 
daughter as he was awaiting the scaffold — though I lose 
my head, I’ll come to no harm. 
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The miraculous event which St Mark narrates 
manifests the almighty compassion of the Son of God 
made man, our Good Shepherd, without whom we are like 
sheep without a shepherd. He feeds us with his divine 
teaching, the word of God, and he sustains us with his care. 
In this scene that divine care provided loaves and fishes in 
abundance. The fundamental reality in the world is the 
compassion of God incarnate, Jesus Christ the Saviour of 
mankind. Let us keep ever close to him, for with him all 
will be well. Apart from him, we scatter. 

-- 
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Wednesday after the Epiphany 


Entrance Antiphon Is 9:1 A people who walked in 
darkness has seen a great light; for those dwelling in a land 
of deep gloom, a light has shone. 

Collect O God, who bestow light on all the nations, grant 
your peoples the gladness of lasting peace and pour into 
our hearts that brilliant light by which you purified the 
minds of our fathers in faith. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 1 John 4:11-18; Psalm 71; Mark 6:45-52 

Jesus immediately ordered his disciples to get into the 
boat and go ahead of him to Bethsaida while he dismissed 
the people. When he had sent the people off he went up the 
mountain to pray. When it was late the boat was in the 
middle the Lake and himself alone on the land. It was 
about the fourth watch of the night and seeing them in 
difficulty (for the wind was against them) he came to them 
walking across the water, and made as if to pass them by. 
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When they saw him coming on the water they thought it 
was a ghost and cried out for fear. Immediately he said to 
them, “Take courage, it is I. Do not be afraid. ” He 
thereupon alighted the boat and the wind ceased. They 
were dumbfounded, for they had not understood the event 
of the loaves. Their minds were closed. (Mark 6:45-52) 

Do not be afraid! For the Church, from its very 
beginnings, the Person of Jesus Christ was not primarily a 
figure of the past, as is every other Founder of a religion or 
school of thought. He was and ever is a living Person of 
the present, the great Reality abiding in the Church, the 
Treasure imparting life to each and all of the Church’s 
members. St John alludes to this in his Gospel when he 
reports the words of our Lord at the Last Supper. Our Lord 
promises his disciples that, while in a little while the world 
will not see him — “yon will see me: because I live you 
will live also. In that day you will know that I am in my 
Father, and you in me, and I in you’’’ (14:19). This is the 
Christian religion and the life of a Christian. Our Lord 
explains further: “If a man loves me, he will keep my word, 
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and my Father will love him, and we will come to him and 
make our home with him ” (14:23). This is the Christian 
faith, a life with the Indwelling Triune God. It is a matter 
of abiding in Jesus. “As the Father has loved me, so have I 
loved you; abide in my love. If you keep my 
commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have 
kept my Father’s commandments and abide in his love ” 
(15:10). The Christian life was a matter of abiding in the 
love and personal presence of Jesus Christ. It is from this 
perspective that the Gospels were written. They were 
sacred, divinely-guided memories of Jesus set in writing by 
the Holy Spirit working through human writers. Their point 
was to help realize and throw light on the living Presence 
of Jesus Christ in the Church his body. What had 
happened in the past lit up the present, and the present was 
the risen Person of Jesus in the life of the Church. Hence it 
is that the Church’s children love the Gospels for the 
Gospels are, as Soren Kierkergaard was wont to say, the 
letter of our Divine Friend telling us about himself - our 
living Friend - and what we can expect of him. 
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All of this brings us to our Gospel passage today, in 
which “7? was about the fourth watch of the night and 
seeing them in difficulty (for the wind was against them) he 
came to them walking across the water, and made as if to 
pass them by. When they saw him coming on the water 
they thought it was a ghost and cried out for fear. 
Immediately he said to them, ‘Take courage, it is I. Do not 
be afraid”' (Mark 6:45-52). It is a flashback to an event 
which tells the Christian reader what he may expect of his 
risen Lord, abiding in the Church and in the heart of the 
one who is in God’s grace. One of the most fundamental 
features of creaturely existence is transience and 
vulnerability. Every single thing in our world is subject to 
change and uncertainty. There is nothing about our lives 
that is necessary — only God is the Necessary One. 
Therefore, in the nature of the case, we are subject to what 
we might call the storms of life. Our Gospel scene is an 
event of the past, but it is also symbolic and emblematic of 
what can happen to every scene of human life. At any 
point a storm may arise — whether it involve our health, 
our material means, those on whom we depend and whom 
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we love, whatever it may be. Storms can suddenly arise 
and they often wreak havoc. But now, there is a God — so 
why is it that suffering is permitted? Why is there evil in 
the world? Why was it allowed that the disciples, out on 
the Lake, were suddenly caught in difficulties? We do not 
know — but what the scene shows us is that Christ was not 
far away, and indeed that he came to them in their 
difficulties. He entered their craft and joined them. Yes, 
the storm calmed when he joined them, but had it not 
calmed, still, he would have been there. Ultimately, and 
somehow all would have been well because he was there. 
That is the lesson of this Gospel scene for all Christians. 

Let us never sink into the thought that we are alone 
amid all our difficulties. Courage — it is I! Let us not be 
like the disciples on that occasion, who, as Mark tells us 
“were dumbfounded, for they had not understood the event 
of the loaves. Their minds were closed .” Let not our 
minds be closed amid the ups and downs of life. Christ is 
ever near, ever powerful, ever compassionate, ever our 
loving and almighty Lord. He is the Lord of lords and 
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King of kings. All authority in heaven and on earth has 
been given to me, he said. This is the Good News, that 
God is with us in Jesus Christ, risen from the dead, never to 
die again. 

-- 
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Thursday after the Epiphany 


Entrance Antiphon Cf. Jn 1:1 In the beginning and before 
all ages, the Word was God and he humbled himself to be 
born the Saviour of the world. 

Collect O God, who through your Son raised up your 
eternal light for all nations, grant that your people may 
come to acknowledge the full splendour of their Redeemer, 
that, bathed ever more in his radiance, they may reach 
everlasting glory. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your 
Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 1 John 4:19-5:4; Psalm71; Luke4:14-22 

Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit to Galilee 
and the fame of him went out through the whole country. 
He taught in their synagogues and was praised by all He 
came to Nazareth where he was brought up and went into 
the synagogue, according to his custom, on the Sabbath 
day. He stood up to read, and the book of Isaiah the 
prophet was handed to him. As he unfolded the scroll he 
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found the place where it was written, “The Spirit of the 
Lord is upon me. Therefore he has anointed me to preach 
the gospel to the poor. He has sent me to heal the contrite 
of heart, to preach deliverance to the captives and sight to 
the blind, to set at liberty those who are bruised, to preach 
the acceptable year of the Lord, and the day of reward. ” 
When he had folded up the scroll he handed it to the leader 
and sat down. The eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed 
on him, and he began to say to them: “This scripture you 
have heard is this day fulfilled. ” All gave testimony to him 
and marvelled at the graceful words that flowed from his 
lips, saying: “Is not this the son of Joseph?” (Luke 4:14- 
22 ) 


Prophecy In our Gospel passage today, our Lord 
refers to a major feature of the inspired scrolls from which 
he was reading: they contained prophecies, and as 
prophecy they pointed to him. He held in his hands the 
scroll of the prophet Isaiah. On other occasions he referred 
to the Law, the Prophets, the Psalms and the Writings. 
They spoke of him, and in his mission he fulfilled what 
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they had prophesied. We have it, then, on the word of the 
Incarnate Son of God that he is the principal key to their 
proper reading. Some parts of the Scriptures which our 
Lord used, loved and recognized spoke of him with 
wonderful accuracy — such as that the Messiah would 
come from Bethlehem and that he would be a Suffering 
Servant atoning for others. Other parts spoke of him but 
indirectly, vaguely and remotely. Plainly, though, our Lord 
himself means us to understand that their ultimate sense 
was to be found in his fulfillment of them in his own 
Person and teaching. This pointing to a future which is 
embraced by the Providence and Plan of the Creator, and 
their fulfillment in a particular Person and his work marks 
these writings off from the vast body of mankind’s 
writings. There is no parallel to this among so many 
writings that often surpass the inspired Scriptures in 
literary quality and, humanly speaking, intellectual power. 
Let us briefly consider prophecy, then, so as to appreciate 
the prophecy fulfilled in Christ. There are three kinds of 
prophecy according to Aquinas (S.Th. II-2, 174:1): that of 
denunciation, foreknowledge and predestination — this last 
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occurs when God reveals what he alone can and will do. 
Pope Benedict XIV (1675—1758) wrote that though 
goodness is profitable to a prophet, yet it is not necessary 
in order to have received the gift of prophecy ( Heroic 
Virtue, III, 144). 

One or two examples outside of the Sacred Scriptures 
may help us appreciate their prophetic character. Ambrose 
Lisle Philipps, in a letter to the Earl of Shrewsbury (28 
October, 1850), relates the following vision or prophecy 
made by St Edward the Confessor. During the month of 
January, 1066, the holy King was confined to his bed by 
his last illness in his royal Westminster Palace. St Aelred 
of Rievaulx, in Yorkshire, relates that a short time before 
his death, this holy king was in ecstasy when two 
Benedictine monks of Normandy appeared to him and 
revealed to him what was to happen to England in future 
centuries. They said that due to the wickedness of the 
English nation, the green tree will separate “from its parent 
stem the length of three furlongs. But at last this same tree, 
through the compassionate mercy of God, shall return to 
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its original root, re-flourish and bear abundant fruit ” King 
Edward opened his eyes and the vision vanished. He 
immediately related all he had seen and heard to those 
around him (Vita bead Edwardi regis et confessoris, from 
Selden 55 in Bodleian Library, Oxford.). Centuries later, 
St Paul of the Cross (1694 — 1775), a contemporary of the 
holy Bishop Richard Challoner who was Vicar Apostolic 
of the London vicariate (diocese), was accustomed to pray 
for the return of England to the Catholic faith. On several 
occasions he had revelations about its re-conversion. In 
spirit he saw the Passionists established in England and 
labouring there for this purpose. An iconic instance of this 
missionary labour was the reception into the Catholic 
Church of John Henry Newman, now beatified, by Blessed 
Dominic Barberi, Passionist. These may be said to be 
prophecies — but are not divinely guaranteed as such. 
What we have in the Holy Scriptures, though, is prophecy 
given and fulfilled. Prophecy after prophecy is given, 
pointing to the greatest fulfilment of all the prophecies: the 
coming of the Redeemer, Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 
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In our Gospel today (Luke 4:14-22), our Lord declares 
that “This scripture you have heard is this day fulfilled 
Let us learn to read the Scriptures — in this particular 
instance, the Old Testament — in the way our Lord asks, 
and with his mind. The figure of Jesus Christ ought to be 
constantly in our hearts and minds as we read the Law, the 
Prophets, the Psalms and the Writings. They will be lit up 
by that Key. They will in turn add power and light to our 
reading of the Key itself, which is the Person and teaching 
of Christ the Lord as portrayed and elucidated under 
inspiration in the New Testament. 

-- 
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Friday after the Epiphany 


Entrance Antiphon Ps 112(111):4 A light has risen in the 
darkness for the upright of heart; the Lord is generous, 
merciful and just. 

Collect Grant, we ask, almighty God, that the Nativity of 
the Saviour of the world, made known by the guidance of a 
star, may be revealed ever more fully to our minds. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 1 John 5:5-13; Psalm 147; Luke 5:12-16 

It happened that when Jesus was in a certain town a 
leper, seeing Jesus, fell on his face and pleaded with him, 
saying: “Lord, if you will, you can make me clean. ” 
Stretching out his hand, he touched him, saying: “I will. 
Be cleansed. ” Immediately the leprosy left him. He 
ordered him to tell no one but “Go, show yourself to the 
priest and make an offering for your cleansing as Moses 
commanded, as a testimony to them. ” But the fame of him 
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went abroad the more, and great multitudes came to listen 
and to be healed of their infirmities. And he would retire 
into the desert to pray. (Luke 5:12-16) 

Reverence There is a detail in our Gospel scene 
today which bears reflection. We read that “ when Jesus 
was in a certain town a leper, seeing Jesus, fell on his face 
and pleaded with him, saying: ‘Lord, if you will, you can 
make me clean. The leper did not simply approach Jesus 
and, standing, address him. Rather, ‘ falling on his face, he 
begged him ” (Luke 5:12). This has something to say about 
our requests to our risen Lord. Indeed, it has something to 
say about all our prayer. In the same Gospel of St Luke we 
read that when our Lord was passing through “the region 
between Samaria and Galilee ” he entered a village and was 
met by ten lepers who approached him (Luke 17: 11-12). 
They called out for his mercy and he told them to go to the 
priests and show themselves — and, having the faith to 
accept this, they headed off. In the process they were 
healed. One of them, a Samaritan, discovering himself to 
be healed returned and “ fell on his face at the feet of Jesus 
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and thanked him ” (17:16). The Greek is virtually the same 
for the action in both instances: each fell on his face, the 
one to make a heartfelt request, the other to give heartfelt 
thanks. In the Gospel of St Matthew (17:6), the three 
disciples “fell on their faces” when they heard the voice of 
God on the Mountain during Christ’s Transfiguration. The 
Greek wording is the same. It bespeaks profound respect. 
There is a bodily action that expresses the posture of the 
heart. Christ himself “ fell on his face ” ( epesen epi 
prosoopon ) when addressing his heavenly Father during 
his anguished request and submission in the Garden of 
Gethsemane (Matthew 26:39). Fie does not do so in an 
everyday posture, which is to say either sitting or standing. 
All this stands to reason. When in the presence of an 
important person, one’s posture reflects the situation. 

Let us go further back in the Scriptures and notice 
what happened at the landmark theophany involving 
Moses. It happened at the Burning Bush and was a new 
beginning in God’s relations with his chosen people. 
“Moses! Moses! ... Do not come near; put off your shoes 
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from your feet, for the place on which you are standing is 
holy ground .” What did Moses do? He “hid his face, for 
he was afraid to look on God ” (Exodus 3:4-6). Hiding his 
face is not the same as falling on his face, but it is not 
dissimilar. But the immediate successor of Moses in 
leading the children of Israel to the promised land did fall 
on his face. There is an appearance of God to Joshua 
before the taking of Jericho, an appearance that seems 
parallel to God’s revelation of himself to Moses in the 
Burning Bush. Joshua sees “ the commander of the army of 
the Lord ” and, having being informed by “the commander” 
who he is, “fell on his face to the earth and worshipped ”. 
At that moment he hears the words once spoken to Moses: 
“Put off your shoes from your feet; for the place where you 
stand is holy ” (Joshua 5: 14-15). All this is to say that it is 
appropriate to have a mind to how we comport ourselves in 
prayer before Almighty God and his divine Son, the risen 
Jesus who is God. In the Church’s public liturgy, certain 
bodily actions are mandated. For instance, prostration 
appears on two occasions: on Good Friday and at 
ordinations. On Good Friday, the day of the Ford’s 
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crucifixion, the priest prostrates his whole self on the 
ground, face down, expressing the sorrow of the Church at 
the fact that we by our sins share in the responsibility for 
the death of Christ. In this action we acknowledge where 
we are and who we are: fallen creatures whom only he can 
set on their feet. We are on our faces before God, knowing 
that the Cross is the Burning Bush of God’s love. 

The point being made here is not so much the 
particular action of the leper of falling on his face when 
presenting his prayer to Jesus. It is the broader matter of 
praying with our whole person, body and soul — our 
whole being. Indeed, we shall be helped to pray if we do 
so in bodily fashion. This will not mean being singular and 
acting in out-of-the-ordinary ways, but in ways the Church 
recommends to her children. It means kneeling and 
genuflecting with reverence, with eyes downcast and not 
wandering, with body truly expressing the disposition 
which ought be filling our soul before the all-holy God. 

-- 


- 336 - 





Saturday after the Epiphany 


Entrance Antiphon Gal 4:4-5 God sent his Son, born of a 
woman, so that we might receive adoption as children. 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, who through your Only 
Begotten Son have made us a new creation for yourself, 
grant, we pray, that by your grace we may be found in the 
likeness of him, in whom our nature is united to you. Who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 1 John 5:14-21; Psalm 149; John 3:22-30 

After this Jesus and his disciples came into the land of 
Judea. There he abode, and baptized. John also was 
baptizing in Ennon near Salim because there was much 
water there. They came and were baptized for John was 
not yet cast into prison. There arose a question between 
some of John’s disciples and the Jews concerning 
purification. They came to John and said to him, “Rabbi, 
he who was with you beyond the Jordan to whom you 
testified is baptizing and all are going to him. ” John 
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answered, “A man cannot receive any thing unless it be 
given him from heaven. You yourselves bear me witness 
that I said, 7 am not Christ but that I am sent before him. ’ 
He that has the bride is the bridegroom. But the friend of 
the bridegroom, who stands and hears him rejoices 
because of the bridegroom’s voice. This my joy therefore 
is fulfilled. He must increase, but I must decrease. ” (John 
3:22-30) 

Sanctity When the influential philosopher David 
Hume (1711-1776) set out to discount the possibility of 
miracles — he was thinking especially of the miracles 
portrayed in the Scriptures — he laid down a first 
principle. It was that “<xv the deity discovers Himself to us 
by His works, we have no rational grounds for ascribing to 
Him attributes or actions dissimilar from those which His 
works convey. It follows, then, that in discriminating 
between those Miracles which can and those which cannot 
be ascribed to God, we must be guided by the information 
with which experience furnishes us concerning His 
wisdom, goodness, and other attributes In his argument 
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Hume assumes that the only way “the deity discovers 
himself to us” is in his physical works. It is the physical 
world and its laws that provides us with our only 
information about the Deity’s “ wisdom, goodness and 
other attributes And the physical world and its laws, 
Hume tells us, cannot provide a basis for recognizing the 
Creator in miraculous activity. Setting aside the question 
of the logic in this, let us notice how it was this material 
world which Hume perceived as the foremost and only 
reality. John Henry Newman, in his article on the Miracles 
of Holy Scripture (1824) answered Hume by recourse to 
our experience of God present and acting in our moral life: 
his presence, for instance, in the conscience. That is to say, 
Newman brought forward the other great realm of 
experience, the moral life of persons. There is not just the 
beautiful and order-filled world of mountains, animals, 
birds and sounds. There is also and most importantly, 
human goodness and the moral life. Indeed, the primary 
and foremost issue in the world is the fact of moral 
goodness and its conflict with moral evil. There is not just 
a physical realm. There is also a moral realm with its moral 
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laws. The greatest thing in the world is not a spectacular 
mountain or some other feature of the cosmos, but the 
saint. The worst thing in the world is not even death, but 
deliberate moral wickedness and sin. 

In our Gospel today (John 3:22-30), we are presented 
with the figures of Jesus Christ and John the Baptist. Jesus 
Christ far surpassed John in moral goodness, and the 
beautiful thing about the situation as portrayed in our 
Gospel passage is that John clearly and readily recognized 
this. Contemplate John’s impressive and humble words, 
and the sanctity those words reveal. “‘Rabbi,” John’s 
disciples said to him, “he who was with you beyond the 
Jordan to whom you testified is baptizing and all are going 
to him” John answered, “A man cannot receive any thing 
unless it be given him from heaven” Then he continues, “I 
said, 7 am not Christ but that I am sent before him. ’ He 
that has the bride is the bridegroom. But the friend of the 
bridegroom, who stands and hears him rejoices because of 
the bridegroom’s voice. This my joy therefore is fulfilled. 
He must increase, but I must decrease ” (John 3:22-30). 


- 340 - 



The greatest thing in the world is moral goodness, and this 
ready humility and acknowledgment by John of Christ’s 
greatness and priority manifests his own moral grandeur. 
Let John the Baptist, then — apart from the surpassing and 
incomparable example of Jesus Christ — stand for the 
sanctity that can be found in the world. It is sanctity that is 
the wonder of the universe! The seven wonders of the 
ancient world were taken to be the Great Pyramid of Giza, 
the Hanging Gardens of Babylon, the Statue of Zeus at 
Olympia, the Temple of Artemus at Ephesus, the 
Mausoleum of Maussollos at Halicarnassus, the Colossus 
of Rhodes, and the Lighthouse of Alexandria. Yes, they 
were wonders of artistry and material engineering. But 
they fade into the shadows before the holiness of saints, 
such as Moses, Samuel, Elijah, Elisha, Isaiah, Jeremiah, 
John the Baptist, and especially Mary the mother of Jesus, 
Joseph his foster-father, and above and beyond all, Jesus 
Christ, the Holy One of God. 

Among all the things we can do in life, the greatest 
and most obligatory is the acquisition of moral goodness 
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and the rejection of sin. It is commonly assumed that sin is 
to be accepted. I have seen references to surveys which 
show that many Christians think that Jesus Christ sinned! 
They have lost contact with the real Jesus. Those who in 
real earnest live in union with him who is the sinless One 
are on the way to victory over sin. The struggle for 
sanctity is a life-long struggle, but therein lies the true 
wonder of the world. Jesus Christ has made this possible 
and in granting us his grace, and has planted in the soul of 
each of the baptized the beginning of it. To the work, then! 

-- 
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The Season of 

Lent 



Ash Wednesday 


Entrance Antiphon Wis 11: 24, 25, 27 You are merciful to 
all, O Lord, and despise nothing that you have made. You 
overlook people’s sins, to bring them to repentance, and 
you spare them, for you are the Lord our God. 

Collect Grant, O Lord, that we may begin with holy 
fasting this campaign of Christian service, so that, as we 
take up battle against spiritual evils, we may be armed with 
weapons of self-restraint. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Joel 2:12-18; Psalm 51:3-4, 5-6ab, 12-13, 
14 and 17; 2 Corinthians 5:20-6:2; Matthew 6:1-6, 16-18 

Jesus said to his disciples: “Take care not to perform 
righteous deeds in order that people may see them; 
otherwise, you will have no recompense from your 
heavenly Father. When you give alms, do not blow a 
trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues 
and in the streets to win the praise of others. Amen, I say 
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to you, they have received their reward. But when you give 
alms, do not let your left hand know what your right is 
doing, so that your almsgiving may be secret. And your 
Father who sees in secret will repay you. “When you pray, 
do not be like the hypocrites, who love to stand and pray in 
the synagogues and on street corners so that others may 
see them. Amen, I say to you, they have received their 
reward. But when you pray, go to your inner room, close 
the door, and pray to your Father in secret. And your 
Father who sees in secret will repay you. “When you fast, 
do not look gloomy like the hypocrites. They neglect their 
appearance, so that they may appear to others to be 
fasting. Amen, I say to you, they have received their 
reward. But when you fast, anoint your head and wash 
your face, so that you may not appear to be fasting, except 
to your Father who is hidden. And your Father who sees 
what is hidden will repay you. ” (Matthew 6:1-6, 16-18) 

The spiritual life Ash Wednesday marks the 
beginning of the special liturgical season of Lent. Lent is 
the time for spiritual renewal when we unite ourselves with 
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Jesus as he approaches his death and resurrection, which is 
celebrated at the end of Lent during Holy Week. A time of 
renewal involves renewing the foundations. In Christian 
spirituality there are three great supports to a life of union 
with God: they are prayer, self-denial and works of mercy 
towards others. They are stressed in both the Old 
Testament and the New Testament, and here in our Gospel 
passage today (Matthew 6:1-6, 16-18) our Lord comments 
on them. His words remind us that the danger in any good 
deed is that we can do it for the wrong reason. For 
instance, a father can take great care of his son, not so 
much for his son’s benefit as for his own. The danger with 
religious practices, too, is that we can do them for the 
wrong reasons. We can spend time in prayer in order to 
appear good and religious. We can give alms in order, at 
least partially, to gain the admiration of others — without 
being fully conscious that this is our motivation, for all 
admire those who generously help the needy. Likewise we 
can engage in self-denial for a similarly self-serving 
purpose. In our Lord’s teaching about the religious life 
that is given in our passage here, he chooses to stress that 
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in our religious life we ought indeed pray, fast and help 
others generously, but for the right reason. We ought do 
them, that is to say, for God. So then, if we wish to make 
progress in our union with God we should use the time of 
Lent to ask ourselves what exactly we are doing about our 
spiritual life, and just why we are doing it anyway. 

The question of why we are doing what we do is 
particularly important. What is motivating our life, 
including our religious life? If we do not attend to this 
issue, our inherited fallen condition will incline us to do 
what we do for self-serving and, indeed, for sinful 
purposes. We should strive therefore to purify our motives 
and do all for the love of God. On one occasion when 
asked, our Lord said that the first and greatest 
commandment was to love God with all our heart, all our 
soul, all our mind and all our strength. God’s command is 
that we love him first and foremost in everything we do. 
Well, are we loving God and making him the true object of 
our life and of our religion in all that we do? When we 
think then of Lent, we ought think of this as a time when 
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we make an altogether special effort to see God in 
everything and do what he wants us to do and do it for him 
alone. If we emerge from Lent with a purer love of God in 
the midst of our ordinary life we shall have had a very 
beneficial Lent indeed. And let us notice a further detail in 
our Lord’s words of instruction today on the practice of 
religion. It is that we ought do all in the presence of our 
Father in heaven — our Father. That is precisely what our 
Lord himself did, as the Son of the Father. Who did our 
Lord serve throughout his life? He served his heavenly 
Father. We are called to do the same in union with Jesus 
and by the grace of the Holy Spirit. So our Lord’s words 
exhorting us to live our spiritual life for God and not for 
other reasons, not for ourselves, have an emphatic 
Trinitarian emphasis. Lent ought to be a time of special 
immersion in the life of the Holy Trinity and a renewed 
appreciation of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. 

So let us ponder our Lord’s words on prayer, 
self-denial such as fasting, and works of mercy such as 
almsgiving. Let us take to heart our Lord’s instruction that 
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we do these very important things, yes, but also that we do 
them for God and for his honour and glory and not for our 
own. Let us resolve to live our human and religious life in 
the presence of God the Father, in union with Jesus his Son 
and by the grace of the Holy Spirit. Let us make the Holy 
Trinity the object and centre of our life. 

-- 
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Thursday after Ash Wednesday 


Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 55 (54): 17-20, 23 When I 
cried to the Lord, he heard my voice; he rescued me from 
those who attack me. Entrust your cares to the Lord, and 
he will support you. 

Collect Prompt our actions with your inspiration, we 
pray, O Lord, and further them with your constant help, 
that all we do may always begin from you and by you be 
brought to completion. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Deuteronomy 30:15-20; Psalm 1:1-4, 6; 

Luke 9:22-25 

Jesus said to his disciples: “The Son of man must 
suffer many things, and be rejected by the elders and chief 
priests and scribes and be put to death, and on the third 
day rise again. ” He said to all, “If any man will come 
after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, 
and follow me. For whoever wishes to save his life will 
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lose it and the one who loses his life for my sake will save 
it. For what does it profit a man to gain the whole world 
and lose his very self? ” (Luke 9:22-25) 

Suffering As man works to fulfil his 

responsibilities — nay, as he experiences living his very 
life — suffering bedevils his path. This feature of 
existence is so universal and seemingly so unavoidable as 
to constitute a marvel and a mystery. Just as man can find 
himself asking why is there not nothing, so he can find 
himself asking why is there not constant peace and 
happiness. Why does there have to be difficulty and 
suffering? — for it seems that there has to be suffering. 
Sooner or later it comes. It is one of the great human 
questions that is answered to a point from on high in the 
timeless passages at the beginning of the Book of Genesis. 
That there need not have been suffering is suggested in the 
first pages of this inspired Scroll, where God is shown 
creating man in his own image and likeness (Genesis 1:26). 
He is given dominion over the world with the task of filling 
the earth and subduing it (1:28). As God had worked and 
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rested, man was to work and rest, but there is no talk of 
suffering. Whence, then, suffering and death? To account 
for suffering, the inspired author (or authors) employ a 
second account of the creation of man. Before there was 
plant or herb (2:5), God forms man from the dust (2:7), 
plants a garden in Eden in the east, and there he places the 
man he had formed. Then he made all the trees, including 
the tree of life and the tree of the knowledge of good and 
evil. Of this latter tree he was told he must on no account 
eat — ‘ for in the day that you shall eat of it you shall die ” 
(2:17). Then God gave to him the woman created from his 
rib. To this point there had been no talk of suffering, only 
of tilling and keeping the garden of Eden (2:15), and of 
freely eating of every tree (except the one forbidden). The 
life of man is intended by the Creator to be one of work 
(2:15) and mutual communion (2:24) — the two things 
which all find bring joy. But then the great question is 
addressed: whence came suffering and death? 

We know the tragedy that ensued. The Serpent enticed 
the woman to rebel, and she enticed the man (3: 1-7) who 
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was perhaps nearby. We can sense the horror of God as he 
walks in the garden in the cool of the day (3:8) and finds 
the Couple now hiding from him. They avoid their 
beneficent Creator in fear because of their shame. Then 
God says to the woman his terrible words, “What is this 
that you have done?” (3:13). What the man and the 
woman did is what caused the catastrophe of thwarting the 
intention of God for their happiness in the world. So there 
was nothing for it but the condemnation. There was to be 
strife between the Serpent and the woman and her seed. 
There would be suffering for the woman in her mission as 
mother and wife, and the man would face resistance and 
toil in his work with the soil — and finally he would return 
to dust. With that, the Man was driven out of the garden, 
never to return and cut off from the tree of life (3: 24). 
There was one great glimmer of hope: the seed of the 
woman will strike the head of the Serpent (3:15). So then, 
there is suffering for all. Man will suffer a lot in fulfilling 
his mission on the earth, and it is his own doing. But that 
is not the end of it. The scene shifts from Adam and Eve to 
their immediate offspring, Cain and Abel. The Lord 
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favoured Abel’s offering, and in some sense did not favour 
Cain’s — but this of itself is not due to sin in Cain. 
However, sin crouched at Cain’s door, and the imperative 
was that he master it. But he did not: “Cam rose up 
against his brother Abel and killed him ” (4:8). So there we 
have the further factor in the history of man, the suffering 
of the just man due to the sinfulness of his companion. 
Into this sinful human condition there entered the 
Redeemer, divine and sinless, with the mission to make the 
new beginning and bring to man the life of God. The 
suffering that was man’s course became the Redeemer’s 
course with a vengeance. But that suffering, accepted in 
obedience, became the source of life in abundance for all 
who accept him. The way to the tree of life was re-opened, 
and he was that tree. 

The story of the creation of man and its sorry 
aftermath as portrayed in the accounts of Genesis can be 
seen as the ultimate background of the path of Jesus Christ 
to the Cross. Man must traverse the path of suffering. But 
now we have a Redeemer whom we are to follow in that 


- 354 - 



path. He has gone ahead along that way to glory, and he 
invites us to follow him. It is his way that we must pursue, 
and his Cross that we must share. “ He said to all, ‘If any 
man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up 
his cross daily, and follow me. For whoever wishes to save 
his life will lose it and the one who loses his life for my 
sake will save if” (Luke 9:22-25). Therein lies the way 
ahead for man. This is the path to the tree of life. 

-- 
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Friday after Ash Wednesday 


Entrance Antiphon Ps 30 (29): 11 The Lord heard and 
had mercy on me; the Lord became my helper. 

Collect Show gracious favour, O Lord, we pray, to the 
works of penance we have begun, that we may have 
strength to accomplish with sincerity the bodily 
observances we undertake. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Isaiah 58:1-9a; Ps. 51:3-4, 5-6ab, 18-19; 

Matthew 9:14-15 

The disciples of John approached Jesus and said, 
“Why do we and the Pharisees fast much, but your 
disciples do not fast? ” Jesus answered them, “Can the 
wedding guests mourn as long as the bridegroom is with 
them? The days will come when the bridegroom is taken 
away from them, and then they will fast. ” (Matthew 9:14- 
15) 
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Bridegroom Our Gospel scene today shows the 
disciples of John the Baptist coming to our Lord with a 
point that perplexed them. They did not see in our Lord’s 
disciples certain elements of strictness of life observed by 
themselves and by the Pharisees. For instance, our Lord’s 
disciples did not fast. Why was that? Our Lord in 
response did not deny that his disciples did not make a 
notable point of fasting. They did not fast as much as the 
disciples of John and the disciples of the Pharisees. Nor 
did our Lord deny that fasting was important. His reply to 
them was, let us take one thing at a time. The time for his 
disciples to fast in that fashion was not now, but the time 
would come when they would indeed fast and that would 
be when he was gone from their sight. The important thing 
for his disciples at this stage was his presence among them, 
and their learning deeply from his teaching and coming to a 
firm faith in him. He likened the situation to the presence 
of a bridegroom. “ Surely the bridegroom’s attendants 
would never think of fasting as long as the bridegroom is 
still with them ” (Matthew 9:14-15). Fasting would be a 
distraction from “the main game” which was to be filled 
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with the Person of Jesus, to get to know who he really was, 
to understand his true mission in the world, and above all 
to attain a profound faith in him. Our Lord’s reply reminds 
us that the object of the Christian life is the Person of Jesus 
himself. All else that finds its place in our religious life 
must have the Person of Jesus as its nerve centre, and must 
aid us in our relationship with him. He is the Bridegroom. 
Prayer, fasting and works of mercy must flow from our 
relationship with him and sustain and strengthen it. 

Intimately connected with this very point is the 
significant word which our Lord uses to denote his very 
self in this passage. He is “the bridegroom ,” and his 
disciples are the bridegroom’s attendants and friends. 
They are in his company as he arrives for the wedding. 
That is to say, our Lord is telling the good-willed disciples 
of John that, in him, the longed-for moment in God’s 
dealings with his chosen people has arrived. The time for 
the wedding has come and the bridegroom has arrived. In 
referring to himself as the bridegroom, our Lord was 
conjuring up in the minds of his listeners the figure of the 
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bridegroom in the prophetic literature, such as in the 
prophet Hosea. God is the bridegroom and Israel is his 
spouse. He is the husband, and his chosen people is his 
wife — and all too often an unfaithful wife at that. One 
can even see a hint of this notion in the very name of 
Yahweh which God revealed to Moses as his name. God is 
the transcendent “I am”, but as One who is always there in 
the midst of his people. The entire Old Testament looked 
forward to a time when there would be a true and firm 
marriage between God and his people, a covenant of love, 
and when a heart of flesh would replace the heart of stone 
in the people. God would be Emmanuel, God-with-us. In 
veiled fashion our Lord is insinuating that he is the 
bridegroom of the Old Testament and has come to effect 
the marriage. It would be effected in his blood, in his death 
and resurrection. Then he would be taken away from them, 
and then indeed they would fast. So our Lord’s words in 
today’s brief passage place the Person of Jesus at the centre 
of the life of the entire Church and of the life of every 
Christian. 
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Let us resolve to make our religion a religion of love, 
because God is love and he wishes there to be a 
relationship of love between him and us. Pope Benedict 
XVI in his Lenten Message for 2007 made the point that 
God’s love is both agape and eros. He loves with a love 
that serves us totally, and yet he is profoundly interested in 
gaining our love. He wants us to love him. He is the 
bridegroom, we the Church his bride. Let us ponder on 
this and live accordingly. 

-- 
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Saturday after Ash Wednesday 


Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 69 (68): 17 Answer us, Lord, 
for your mercy is kind; in the abundance of your mercies, 
look upon us. 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, look with compassion 
on our weakness and ensure us your protection by 
stretching forth the right hand of your majesty. Through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with 
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. 

Scripture today : Isaiah 58:9b-14; Psalm 86:1-2, 3-4, 5-6; 

Luke 5:27-32 

Jesus saw a tax collector named Levi sitting at the 
customs post. He said to him, “Follow me. ” And leaving 
everything behind, he got up and followed him. Then Levi 
gave a great banquet for him in his house, and a large 
crowd of tax collectors and others were at table with them. 
The Pharisees and their scribes complained to his 
disciples, saying, “Why do you eat and drink with tax 
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collectors and sinners?” Jesus said to them in reply, 
“Those who are healthy do not need a physician, but the 
sick do. I have not come to call the righteous to 
repentance but sinners. ” (Luke 5:27-32) 

Saving from sin As is the case so often in the 
Gospels, here we have a scene of tension between Christ 
and the Pharisees and their scribes. Christ invited Levi the 
tax collector to follow him, which he did. There then 
followed “a great banquet for him in his house, and a large 
crowd of tax collectors and others were at table with him .” 
The all-holy Christ who taught the way of holiness was to 
be found fraternizing with numerous “tax collectors and 
sinners ”. The religious leaders demanded an explanation 
for this behaviour, and our Lord in answer explained that 
he had come as a physician for the sick, as one who calls 
sinners to repentance. So this is what the God of holiness 
is like. In the Old Testament God says to us, “Be holy, for 
I am holy .” He commands us to “love the Lord your God 
with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind 
and with all your strength ”. We are to have no other gods 


- 362 - 



in our life but him. And yet, as St Paul puts it in the Letter 
to the Romans, all men are under the power of sin. God 
responds by coming to us to heal us from the sickness of 
sin and to call us to repentance. Let us imagine the 
recognition which Levi had of his own sinfulness, and his 
recognition as well of our Lord’s love for him. His 
immediate response to our Lord’s call to him to follow him 
shows how deeply he prized the love of our Lord. Let us 
imagine too, the delight of the “ large crowd of tax 
collectors and others ” who “were at table with him ” 
during the “great banquet for him in his house’’' 1 (Luke 
5:27-32). It implied that they recognized the profound 
holiness of Jesus, his great power before God, and that he 
loved them. They knew that he expected them to repent. 

Christ who now lives in our midst expects us to 
repent. He wants us to recognize, as did Levi and the 
“large crowd of tax collectors and others ”, that we are 
sinners and that we are loved by God. He wants us to be 
like Levi who “ got up and followed him .” By the power of 
his grace we can leave behind the sins that cling to us on 


- 363 - 



our journey through life. How are we to do this? To begin 
with, we must understand that repentance is not just a 
one-off action, even though there can be unique moments 
of special response during life. Levi’s response in today’s 
Gospel was a very special moment when he left all for our 
Lord, but that was not the end of the matter. He had to 
follow through on this same pattern time and again in life 
when the call came to him to follow our Lord in ways he 
had never foreseen. His life as a disciple of Christ had 
only just begun, but the pattern and the need of repentance 
would remain. So too with us. Whenever we detect — 
through a constant and daily examination of our conscience 
— that we need to repent from some venial sin or from a 
sinful attachment, there and then in our hearts we ought to 
repent of it. If we strive to live constantly in the presence 
of God with a lively and sensitive conscience, we shall 
during the course of each day be enlightened by the Holy 
Spirit as to the sins that are present in our hearts. 
Whenever we become aware of some moral fault or some 
sin, however slight it may appear to us, we ought repent of 
it there and then. In large measure holiness will depend on 
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constant repentance from venial sin. The following of 
Christ involves a habit of repentance which includes 
purpose of amendment. Let us never allow sin to remain 
accepted in our life. Rather, let any sin that is unmasked, 
however slight it may be, be renounced there and then. 

The fact is that, of ourselves, all of us are under the 
power of sin. Christ has come for all because all are 
sinners. The problem is that this is not recognized. The 
sense of personal sin has been lost and so the appreciation 
of the Person of Christ is very easily lost. Let us every day 
place ourselves among the sinners in our scene today and 
hear Christ’s call to us to come and follow him. 

-- 
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First Sunday of Lent 


Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 91 (90): 15-16 When he calls 
on me, I will answer him; I will deliver him and give him 
glory, I will grant him length of days. 

Collect Grant, almighty God, through the yearly 
observances of holy Lent, that we may grow in 
understanding of the riches hidden in Christ and by worthy 
conduct pursue their effects. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Deuteronomy 26:4-10; Ps 91:1-2, 10-15; 

Romans 10:8-13; Luke 4:1-13 

Filled with the Holy Spirit, Jesus returned from the 
Jordan and was led by the Spirit into the desert for forty 
days, to be tempted by the devil. He ate nothing during 
those days, and when they were over he was hungry. The 
devil said to him, “If you are the Son of God, command this 
stone to become bread. ” Jesus answered him, “It is 
written, One does not live on bread alone. ” Then he took 
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him up and showed him all the kingdoms of the world in a 
single instant. The devil said to him, “I shall give to you 
all this power and glory; for it has been handed over to me, 
and I may give it to whomever I wish. All this will be 
yours, if you worship me. ” Jesus said to him in reply, “It is 
written: You shall worship the Lord, your God, and him 
alone shall you serve. ” Then he led him to Jerusalem, 
made him stand on the parapet of the temple, and said to 
him, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down from 
here, for it is written: He will command his angels 
concerning you, to guard you, and: With their hands they 
will support you, lest you dash your foot against a stone. ” 
Jesus said to him in reply, “It also says, You shall not put 
the Lord, your God, to the test. ” When the devil had 
finished every temptation, he departed from him for a time. 
(Luke 4:1-13) 

Temptation Among the various disciplines of 
study and preparation for professional life there is one that 
is important but which is often undervalued. I refer to what 
are called the humanities — such as languages, history and 
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literature. In particular the study of literature and history 
are important because they involve the study of man in 
history with his values and works. But important as they 
are, the student understands that each of these two fields of 
writing, reading and reflection on man are subject to the 
influence of various presuppositions. One can write or 
read history as a Marxist, as an Islamic scholar, as a 
Christian, as a philosophical sceptic, or as an atheist. The 
fundamental views and values of a historian or novelist 
will have their due effect on what he writes and how he 
writes it. Part of the evaluation of any work of history or 
literature ought be the evaluation of the author’s starting 
points and where he is coming from. For instance, in the 
histories and novels and works of literature that have been 
written, much consideration is given and should be given to 
wrongdoing. But let us ask this: To what extent is this 
wrongdoing recognized as sin? Sin involves wrongdoing 
— but it is wrongdoing considered precisely as an offence 
against God. Wrongdoing features greatly in the modern 
writing of history and literature, but sin features hardly at 
all. That is to say, wrongdoing is presented as having little 
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or nothing to do with God. Sin, considered as that which 
displeases a holy and moral God, is largely absent from the 
description of man and his history as it is presented by 
writers of modern history and literature. This failure in the 
humanities to recognize sin is a product and a partial cause 
of the loss of the sense of sin in our world. It springs from 
certain starting points and assumptions. In fact, there is 
nothing more ominous than the presence of sin in the heart 
of man and the world. Yet the world and man were not 
created with sin as part of the scene. Sin appeared, and 
then stayed. Its arrival was heralded by temptation. If one 
asks how it is that one has a visitor in the house, the answer 
is that the visitor came to the door and knocked. That 
knocking on the door heralded the arrival of the visitor. 
You heard the knocking, you opened the door and you 
invited the person in. When a person is being tempted, sin 
is knocking at the door - crouching, rather (Genesis 4:7). 

At the dawn of human history, temptation to sin 
knocked at the door of mankind when Adam and Eve were 
tempted by Satan to eat of the tree of the knowledge of 
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good and evil. The hand that knocked was that of Satan. 
Our first parents opened the door and invited the visitor in, 
and the effects of that visit stayed. What stayed was sin - 
rebellion against God. The critical moment for every man 
and for the whole human race throughout history is the 
presence of temptation. When temptation knocks at the 
door, sin is crouching at the entrance wanting to come in. 
If man gives in to temptation, sin enters and the serpent 
sets up its home within. All this is to say that the critical 
thing for each man and woman and indeed for the whole 
world, is to recognize temptation when it knocks at the 
door, to avoid and resist it, to refuse it any entry, and thus 
to be delivered from wrongdoing and sin. The issue facing 
mankind and the world is the temptation to sin, no matter 
how venial it be, and behind the temptation is Satan, the 
evil one. This is rarely recognized in the writing of history 
and literature. Jesus Christ is the shining jewel of the 
human race. He is the perfect model for every man and 
woman, and the source of all progress towards holiness. 
As we read in our Gospel today (Luke 4:1-13), in the plan 
of God he too was allowed to be tempted. His temptations 
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did not spring from any inordinate desire within him for 
pleasure or power or possessions, for there was no inner 
disorder in him. All that could come from within him was 
the pure desire for holiness and the glory of his Father. 
Rather, temptations were directly posed to him from 
without by Satan, and we see this happening in today’s 
Gospel. Christ had come to conquer the world for his 
Father, and Satan even put it to him that he do this the 
quick way by worshipping him, Satan. Fie would then 
receive from him the kingdoms of the world in return. The 
point is that Christ, our Model and Redeemer, was tempted 
too, and of course he utterly rejected all temptations. We 
too must resolve to reject all temptations. We must pray to 
our heavenly Father to keep us from temptation, to help us 
recognize it and resist it, and to deliver us from all moral 
evil and sin. 

Let us always contemplate Christ being tempted and 
rejecting all temptation, and understand that this is the 
issue that faces us every day. This is the issue of life. Life 
will be a success or a failure depending on our response to 
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the temptation to sin. Let us pray to avoid and resist all 
temptation - especially temptations to sin by thought - and 
by the grace of the Holy Spirit to be delivered from sin and 
all moral evil 

Further Reading : The Catechism of the Catholic Church , 
no.2846-2854 (Lead us not into temptation; but deliver us 
from evil) 
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Monday of the First Week of Lent 


Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 123 (122): 2-3 Like the eyes 
of slaves on the hand of their lords, so our eyes are on the 
Lord our God, till he show us his mercy. Have mercy on 
us, Lord, have mercy. 

Collect Convert us, O God our Saviour, and instruct our 
minds by heavenly teaching, that we may benefit from the 
works of Lent. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Leviticus 19:1-2, 11-18; Ps. 19:8-10, 15; 

Matthew 25:31-46 

Jesus said to his disciples: “When the Son of Man 
comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he will sit 
upon his glorious throne, and all the nations will be 
assembled before him. And he will separate them one from 
another, as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. 
He will place the sheep on his right and the goats on his 
left. Then the king will say to those on his right, ‘Come, 
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you who are blessed by my Father. Inherit the kingdom 
prepared for you from the foundation of the world. For I 
was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you 
gave me drink, a stranger and you welcomed me, naked 
and you clothed me, ill and you cared for me, in prison and 
you visited me. ’ Then the righteous will answer him and 
say, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or 
thirsty and give you drink? When did we see you a 
stranger and welcome you, or naked and clothe you? 
When did we see you ill or in prison, and visit you? ’ And 
the king will say to them in reply, ‘Amen, I say to you, 
whatever you did for one of these least brothers of mine, 
you did for me. ’ Then he will say to those on his left, 

‘Depart from me, you accursed, into the eternal fire 
prepared for the Devil and his angels. For I was hungry 
and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me no 
drink, a stranger and you gave me no welcome, naked and 
you gave me no clothing, ill and in prison, and you did not 
care for me. ’ Then they will answer and say, ‘Lord, when 
did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or 
ill or in prison, and not minister to your needs? ’ He will 
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answer them, ‘Amen, I say to you, what you did not do for 
one of these least ones, you did not do for me. ’ And these 
will go off to eternal punishment, but the righteous to 
eternal life. ” (Matthew 25:31-46) 

The Last Things Though it cannot be said to be the 
case now, the greatest centre of thought and innovation in 
the English speaking world during the nineteenth century 
was — as was to be expected — England. This included 
religious and philosophical thought, and perhaps the 
foremost religious mind of England during the nineteenth 
century was John Henry Newman. One of his dicta was 
that the first principle of religion was the thought of a 
judgment as contained in the feeling of conscience. He 
himself always claimed that his own conversion at the age 
of fifteen marked the beginning of his religious life in its 
genuine sense, and so we can presume that the thought of a 
future judgment played an important part in that 
conversion. This “future judgment” was the judgment of 
God as revealed by Christ, to be followed by either heaven 
or hell. Newman also states in his Apologia that the writer 
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who had greatest influence on him as a youth was (the 
Anglican) Thomas Scott (1747-1821). If one reads Scott’s 
The Force of Truth, which includes the account of his 
gradual acceptance of the doctrine of the Trinity, one can 
see that for Scott it was the thought of a future judgment 
which aroused his conscience to bring him to the practice 
of serious religion. These instances of Scott and Newman 
remind us of the importance of Christ’s revelation that he 
will come again to judge the living and the dead. I suspect 
that in a great number of cases the thought of the transience 
of life, of the unavoidable fact of death and of God’s 
judgment to follow it, is what brings many persons to take 
religion seriously. I also think that, as was the case with 
both Scott and Newman, these considerations are 
accessible to youth. They are able to look ahead in view of 
what God has revealed, and choose to begin to live in light 
of it, knowing that God will judge on each person’s 
observance of his commands. 

This effect of the thought of God’s judgment as 
present in the feelings of conscience shows the importance 
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of our Gospel passage today (Matthew 25:31-46). In it our 
Lord teaches about the general judgement of all men. All 
will be judged on how they have lived, and the result of 
that judgment will be heaven or hell. The good will go to 
heaven and the unrepentant wicked will go to hell, and 
either way it will be for ever. Let us remember that just as 
the thought of God’s judgment on the wicked can bring (by 
God’s grace) a conversion to the wicked, so, we might 
even say, the thought of the judgment of God brought 
about the Incarnation. That is to say, God sent his Son to 
save the world from damnation and to offer it the gift of 
abundant life. In St Ignatius of Loyola’s famous Spiritual 
Exercises he has a well known “Meditation” on the 
Incarnation. He describes the three persons of the Blessed 
Trinity observing very many souls “ going down to heir 
and they “decree in Their eternity that the Second Person 
should become man to save the human race. So when the 
fullness of time had come, They send the Angel Gabriel to 
our Lady ” (no. 102). So the divine judgment is at the 
forefront of the mind of God himself, and this is evident in 
the teaching of our Lord throughout the four Gospels. The 
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salvation of souls was what drove our Lord, and his 
description of the Judgment in our passage today has 
resounded through the centuries. Christ will come as the 
King — the King of kings and Lord of lords — and will be 
the judge of the whole world. Buddha will appear before 
him for judgment, as will Confucius, as will Mahomet, as 
will Plato, Aristotle, Alexander the Great and Julius Caesar 
and every great mind and teacher and leader, and as will 
each and all of us. No one will escape it. How great a 
benefit to man it is that the judgment of God has been 
revealed! The fact of a judgment has not been a universal 
doctrine of the religions of man, but we who are disciples 
of Christ are in a position to announce it to all and sundry, 
for it has been revealed by God. 

Let us think long and often of the last things which we 
shall all have to face. Cardinal Newman wrote at the end 
of one of his greatest books {The Development of 
Christian Doctrine ) that life is short and eternity long. 
Eternity will be spent either in heaven or in hell. Where it 
will be will depend on the judgment of God, and the upshot 
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of that judgment will depend on how we live every day. 
Let us then take to heart the teaching of our Lord in the 
Gospel passage of today, for it is about the Last Judgment. 

-- 
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Tuesday of the first week of Lent 


Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 90 (89): 1-2 O Lord, you have 
been our refuge, from generation to generation; from age to 
age, you are. 

Collect Look upon your family, Lord, that, through the 
chastening effects of bodily discipline, our minds may be 
radiant in your presence with the strength of our yearning 
for you. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Isaiah 55:10-11; Psalm 34:4-7, 16-19; 

Matthew 6:7-15 

Jesus said to his disciples: “In praying, do not babble 
like the pagans, who think that they will be heard because 
of their many words. Do not be like them. Your Father 
knows what you need before you ask him. “This is how 
you are to pray: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed 
be thy name, thy Kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth 
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
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forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. “If you forgive men their transgressions, your 
heavenly Father will forgive you. But if you do not forgive 
men, neither will your Father forgive your transgressions. ” 
(Matthew 6:7-15) 

Prayer and forgiveness It scarcely needs to be said 
that the obvious sign of religion is prayer. If a person 
professes to be religious and yet rarely if ever prays, or is 
rarely seen to be praying, the natural thing is to doubt that 
he is religious. If a community or a society or a culture 
does not pray very much, one presumes that that society is 
not a very religious society. In fact, man does 
characteristically pray, and in the broad sweep of human 
history, societies are found to be religious and to pray. 
Indigenous societies pray, Hindu societies pray, Islamic 
societies pray, as do Christian societies, although the 
degree to which they do can vary according to the level of 
penetration of currents of thought which undermine 
religious belief. Many societies that have been 
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traditionally Christian have been profoundly affected by 
non-Christian philosophical assumptions and values, and 
this has greatly lessened the religious character of those 
societies. The same has happened in many non-Christian 
societies. Russia, China and various other Asian societies 
have been deeply influenced by atheistic currents of 
thought (such as Marxism) and the result has been a 
spread of secularism across the world. Wherever this has 
happened, religion and therefore prayer has retreated from 
its natural place. The point I am making, though, is that 
prayer is the natural sign of religion. The further question 
is, what is the character of prayer as it is taught by the 
masters of the religions of the world? I have not 
researched comparative studies of prayer in the various 
religions of mankind, but obviously the prayer of a religion 
will reveal the character of the religion itself and the image 
of God that marks it. Our Gospel passage today presents 
us with Christ’s teaching on how we are to pray. It reveals 
the character of the Christian religion as God has revealed 
it and the image of God which shapes it. 
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There are many notable things about the Lord’s 
Prayer in today’s Gospel (Matthew 6:7-15), and countless 
commentaries have been composed on it. But an 
immediate observation to be made is its emphatic 
insistence on forgiveness. Christ teaches us his prayer, and 
immediately afterwards provides a decisive comment on 
one component of that prayer, a part of it that comes 
towards the end. We pray to our heavenly Father that he 
will forgive us our sins against him, and immediately 
following this we promise to forgive those who have acted 
offensively against us. Our Lord, having finished the 
prayer, straight away returns to this petition which asks 
forgiveness and promises to give it. His words make it 
clear that this promise to forgive is not just something we 
choose to do from the goodness of our heart. It is an 
objective condition of receiving forgiveness from God. It 
is an obligation he, God, lays down. If we do not give 
forgiveness we shall not receive it. Now, one of the things 
we note in the great religious writings of Christianity and 
indeed in the lives of all true Christians, is the sense of 
personal sinfulness. In the Christian tradition, as a person 
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gets close to God he becomes more conscious of his sins. 
He understands that he is a sinner and that if he is ever to 
make headway in his relationship with God, God will have 
to forgive him his sins. The good news is that God will 
forgive him if he is truly sorry and intends to amend. If 
this had not been revealed, we could not have assumed it. 
But there is, we discover, a condition. He must forgive 
others their transgressions against him, and if he refuses to 
do this, God will refuse him his forgiveness. Very many 
Christians do not live up to this requirement. Nevertheless, 
that is the requirement and it says as much about God as 
about what we should do. God reveals himself in his 
commands. The image of God in Christianity can be 
compared with the image of God in other religions by 
comparing what God is said to command in each of them. 
The important thing, though, is that those who are Christ’s 
faithful understand clearly that a requirement of following 
him is that, like him, we forgive those who injure us. 

Forgiveness of others is one of the crunch points of 
true Christianity. It is a test of the extent to which we love 
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Christ and are truly following him. Forgiveness is 
something which others may see, but it is also something 
they may not see because it goes on in the deepest recesses 
of the human heart. It is out of sight of men, but not out of 
the sight of God. He sees all and he will see any refusal to 
forgive that goes on in our heart. If we forgive, he will 
forgive us. What a wonderful thing to be able to say on our 
death-bed that I have forgiven, and wish to forgive, from 
the heart everyone who has hurt me! Let us pray for the 
grace to do it. 

-- 
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Wednesday of the First Week of Lent 


Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 25 (24): 6, 2, 22 Remember 
your compassion, O Lord, and your merciful love, for they 
are from of old. Let not our enemies exult over us. Redeem 
us, O God of Israel, from all our distress. 

Collect Look kindly, Lord, we pray, on the devotion of 
your people, that those who by self-denial are restrained in 
body may by the fruit of good works be renewed in mind. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 


Scripture today : Jonah 3:1-10; Psalm 51:3-4, 12-13, 18-19; 
Luke 11:29-32 

While still more people gathered in the crowd, Jesus 
said to them, “This generation is an evil generation; it 
seeks a sign, but no sign will be given it, except the sign of 
Jonah. Just as Jonah became a sign to the Ninevites, so 
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will the Son of Man be to this generation. At the judgment 
the queen of the south will rise with the men of this 
generation and she will condemn them, because she came 
from the ends of the earth to hear the wisdom of Solomon, 
and there is something greater than Solomon here. At the 
judgment the men of Nineveh will arise with this 
generation and condemn it, because at the preaching of 
Jonah they repented, and there is something greater than 
Jonah here. ” (Luke 11:29-32) 

Dispositions In the Old Testament book of Jonah, 
the prophet Jonah is presented as very unwillingly going to 
the pagan city of Nineveh and preaching repentance. He 
announced that “Only forty days more and Nineveh is 
going to be destroyed.” The response of the population was 
immediate: “the people believed in God; they proclaimed a 
fast and put on sackcloth, from the greatest to the least.” 
So did the king. The text tells us that “God saw their 
efforts to renounce their evil behaviour. And God relented: 
he did not inflict on them the disaster which he had 
threatened” (Jonah 3). In the inspired story Jonah works 
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no miracle to authenticate that he was speaking on God’s 
behalf, and yet the people of Nineveh were convinced that 
what he said was coming from God. They could see that 
he was a sign from God. The implication is that their 
consciences told them plainly that their lives and behaviour 
were evil, and the preaching of the prophet was unmasking 
the true situation. Despite their sins their hearts were 
sufficiently disposed to accept with readiness the truth 
when it came. In our Gospel passage today (Luke 
11:29-32) our Lord berates very many for their refusal to 
accept him and his preaching, and in particular for refusing 
his call to them to repent and believe what he was saying. 
They did not have the readiness of the pagan Ninevites of 
the inspired story in the Book of Jonah. Nor did they have 
the readiness displayed by the queen of the south to come 
and listen to the wisdom of Solomon. Their hearts were 
disposed to refuse and so they demanded from him a sign 
despite the exalted nature of the One who was speaking 
and preaching to them, and the manifest truth of what he 
was saying. 
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As we think of our Lord’s unfavourable comparison 
between many of his contemporaries and the dispositions 
of the Ninevites and the queen of the south as presented in 
the Old Testament, let us be reminded of the incomparable 
uniqueness of the Person of Jesus and of the necessity of a 
right state of heart if we are to respond to him as we 
should. As our Lord said, “ there is something greater than 
Solomon here ”, and “ there is something greater than Jonah 
here.'” Indeed, there is no one in the entire Scriptures who 
equals Jesus Christ. As his heavenly Father said at his 
Transfiguration, “This is my Son, the Beloved. Listen to 
him.” Our Gospel passage today invites us to resolve to 
contemplate the Person of Jesus in the light of the 
testimony of Scripture and the Church’s living tradition, 
and to contemplate him in this way, long and persistently. 
We must come to a profound recognition of him, such that 
signs and wonders will not be necessary. It will involve 
having the right fundamental dispositions and starting 
points, and for these we ought pray to God. Cardinal 
Newman wrote towards the end of his life that usually our 
starting points, our first and basic principles, our 
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fundamental presuppositions, are out of our sight. But on 
them everything depends. If they are wrong they will 
result in spiritual blindness, and if they are the right 
starting points they will lead to religious vision. That is to 
say, we shall be able to see. Newman goes on to say that 
we ought pray to God that he will give us the right starting 
points. Jesus tells us in the Beatitudes that “ blessed are the 
pure of heart, for they shall see God.” St John, in the 
prologue of his Gospel, writes that Jesus came unto his 
own and his own did not receive him. They failed to see, 
and it was due to the state of their hearts. 

Let us pray for the clarity and purity of heart that will 
enable us to see the truth of our Lord and his teaching, and 
the grace to place our faith entirely in him. Our Lord’s 
parable of the sower going out to sow speaks of the good 
soil producing a harvest. Our hearts need to be good soil, 
soil that will accept our Lord and his teaching. Let us pray 
perseveringly that God will make us so. 

-- 
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Thursday of the First Week of Lent 


Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 5: 2-3 To my words give ear, O 
Lord; give heed to my sighs. Attend to the sound of my 
cry, my King and my God. 

Collect Bestow on us, we pray, O Lord, a spirit of always 
pondering on what is right and of hastening to carry it out, 
and, since without you we cannot exist, may we be enabled 
to live according to your will. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Esther C: 12, 14-16, 23-25; Psalm 138:1- 
2ab, 2cde-3, 7c-8; Matthew 7:7-12 

Jesus said to his disciples: “Ask and it will be given to 
you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be 
opened to you. For everyone who asks, receives; and the 
one who seeks, finds; and to the one who knocks, the door 
will be opened. Which one of you would hand his son a 
stone when he asked for a loaf of bread, or a snake when 
he asked for a fish ? If you then, who are wicked, know 
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how to give good gifts to your children, how much more 
will your heavenly Father give good things to those who 
ask him. “Do to others whatever you would have them do 
to you. This is the law and the prophets. ” (Matthew 7:7- 
12 ) 


Prayer If one considers the range of the religions of 
the world, one is struck by the enormous variety of 
imagery and doctrine about God, or the gods, or the powers 
beyond, which characterizes them. The spiritual powers to 
which man looks for aid in his religious rituals and myths 
are perceived as being in many ways profoundly different. 
In a great many cases they are even contradictory. Now, if 
we apply the simple philosophical principle that no two 
assertions about something (say, about God) which 
contradict one another under the same aspect can be 
simultaneously correct, then we realize that a great number 
of people in the world must be very wrong about the 
divine. That is to say, the religious scene which confronts 
the observer as he looks out upon the world cries out for a 
divine revelation. Man in the concrete tends to be blind 
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when it comes to his conception and image of God. Into 
this valley of darkness which constitutes much of the 
religious life of the nations, has come the Son of God made 
man. He has come to reveal who God is and what he 
intends to do for man. He has come to reveal the true God, 
what he is like, and what he will do. He is a God who 
loves us utterly for our own sakes, and who wants us to 
love him in return. It has been said that while the God of 
Islam is a transcendent Master, the God of Christianity is a 
transcendent and kind Father. There is a different image of 
God at work in the two religions. As St John points out in 
one of his Letters, and as Pope Benedict XVI often 
reiterated, God is love, and our passage from the Gospel 
today is a case in point. In it our Lord tells us what we 
should expect whenever we pray — provided we truly 
pray, and provided we are conscious of who we are praying 
to whenever we address our prayers to the God and Father 
of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

In our Gospel passage today (Matthew 7:7-12) our 
Lord reveals to us the attitude of God towards us whenever 
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we direct a petition to him. His disposition is to give us 
what we ask. Of course, we must take into account what 
our Lord taught and did on other occasions. For instance, 
he instructs us in the Lord’s Prayer to ask our heavenly 
Father for forgiveness, and here in our Gospel today he 
tells his disciples that whatever they ask for they will be 
given. But in the Lord’s Prayer our Lord also makes it 
clear that forgiveness will not be given at all unless we 
forgive those who have hurt us. So we have an immediate 
aid in our reading of today’s Gospel. Or again, in the 
Garden of Gethsemane our Lord prayed earnestly that his 
cup would be taken away from him. God his Father did 
not do this, and this aids us in our understanding of today’s 
Gospel passage, in which our Lord lays it down that 
whatever we ask of God we shall receive. Nevertheless, 
our Lord’s statements in today’s passage are very clear, 
and they imply unambiguously that God our Father wants 
to give us what we ask him for. “ Ask and it will be given to 
you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be 
opened to you. For everyone who asks, receives; and the 
one who seeks, finds; and to the one who knocks, the door 


- 394 - 



will be opened. Which one of you would hand his son a 
stone when he asked for a loaf of bread, or a snake when 
he asked for a fish ? If you then, who are wicked, know 
how to give good gifts to your children, how much more 
will your heavenly Father give good things to those who 
ask him ” (Matthew 7:7-12). Our Lord encourages us to ask 
for what we truly need because God our Father loves us. 
God is love, and love desires to give generously. Knowing 
this as we do, we ought bring our needs before our 
heavenly Father with the utmost confidence. 

Let us look on our Lord’s instruction on confidence in 
prayer as revealing the love of our heavenly Father for us. 
Perhaps the most distinctive thing about Christianity is that 
it insists, on the basis of a revelation, that God is love. This 
fact shapes our prayer, and it fills our Lord’s teaching 
about prayer to our heavenly Father. God loves us to such 
an extent that he wants to give us what we ask for, unless, 
of course, our petition is not in our best interests. 

-- 


- 395 - 





Friday of the First Week of Lent 


Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 25 (24): 17-18 Set me free from 
my distress, O Lord. See my lowliness and suffering, and 
take away all my sins. 

Collect Grant that your faithful, O Lord, we pray, may be 
so conformed to the paschal observances, that the bodily 
discipline now solemnly begun may bear fruit in the souls 
of all. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives 
and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Ezekiel 18:21-28; Psalm 130:1-8; 

Matthew 5:20-26 

Jesus said to his disciples: “I tell you, unless your 
righteousness surpasses that of the scribes and Pharisees, 
you will not enter into the Kingdom of heaven. “You have 
heard that it was said to your ancestors, You shall not kill; 
and whoever kills will be liable to judgment. But I say to 
you, whoever is angry with his brother will be liable to 
judgment, and whoever says to his brother, Raqa, will be 
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answerable to the Sanhedrin, and whoever says, ‘You fool, ’ 
will be liable to fiery Gehenna. Therefore, if you bring 
your gift to the altar, and there recall that your brother has 
anything against you, leave your gift there at the altar, go 
first and be reconciled with your brother, and then come 
and offer your gift. Settle with your opponent quickly while 
on the way to court. Otherwise your opponent will hand 
you over to the judge, and the judge will hand you over to 
the guard, and you will be thrown into prison. Amen, I say 
to you, you will not be released until you have paid the last 
penny. ” (Matthew 5:20-26) 

Holiness When we think of the life of the religions 
across the face of the earth over the ages, it appears to be, 
very largely, a matter of fulfilling various external 
practices. Religious rituals are studiously observed and by 
means of these efforts it is hoped that the Powers above 
will be impressed, satisfied and propitiated. Indeed, 
enormous spiritual energy can be invested in the 
performance of the practices of religion, especially those of 
prayer, both public and private. I am referring to these 


- 397 - 



practices as external things to be done and with little 
concern for the development of abiding inner dispositions 
of mind and heart that form the soul of true religion. All 
this is to say that the tendency of mankind is to practise a 
religion of external performances rather than a religion of 
the heart. But this is not at all what Christ wishes to see in 
his disciples, and it is not the religion he revealed and 
established - though an external religion is also very 
important. For this reason his words in today’s Gospel 
begin with the warning that “ unless your righteousness 
surpasses that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will not 
enter into the Kingdom of heaven’'' (Matthew 5:20-26). 
The “righteousness” he requires is not just a dutiful 
performance of the external practices of religion which 
can, in any case, be done for a variety of motives. It is to be 
a religion involving a righteousness of the heart which will 
then, of course, manifest itself externally. The scribes and 
the Pharisees our Lord is referring to were very particular 
about the observable duties of religion, but he tells us 
elsewhere that “all they do is done to attract attention.” Our 
Lord tells us that it is not enough simply to refrain from 
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injuring another physically, but “ whoever is angry with his 
brother will be liable to judgment and “ whoever says, 
‘You fool, ’ will be liable to fiery Gehenna Christ calls his 
disciples to a high, consistent and inner holiness, a holiness 
of the heart. 

This high holiness is the one necessary thing in life. It 
is the project for every human life. If this fails, life has 
failed. The one thing necessary is that we be good in the 
sight of God, and more than good, for our righteousness 
has to exceed that which many would take as being 
religious. Holiness is the common calling of all Christ’s 
faithful, whatever be their particular vocation within the 
life of the Church. It is the vocation of every man and 
woman, and Christ is the one from whom this calling 
comes and he is the one who makes true holiness of the 
heart possible. For its achievement we must in the first 
instance keep our sights on the Person of Jesus. He is the 
utterly holy one of our race, the model of all holiness and 
the source of all holiness for every other created person. 
How blessed mankind is to have such a brother! He is not 
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just mankind’s model of what it means to be holy, he is the 
one who offers holiness to those who accept him and 
choose to follow him. We must therefore all our days be 
contemplating the Person of Jesus who said, “ Come to me, 
all you who labour and are overburdened, and I will give 
you rest. Learn from me for I am meek and humble of 
heart ” We must come to Jesus and learn from him if we 
wish to acquire the holiness of heart, the holiness of 
thought, the holiness of word and the holiness of deed in 
the sight of God to which he calls us in today’s Gospel. 
Early in the twentieth century a famous book was 
published which was written by the German philosopher 
and student of religion, Rudolf Otto. It was entitled The 
Idea of the Holy. Well now, our idea of the holy and what 
is involved in being holy comes above all from one source, 
from Jesus of Nazareth. As even the devils cried out in the 
Gospels, he is the Holy One of God, and he came to offer 
holiness to those who throw in their lot with him. 

Let us think of our Lord’s words today warning us 
that “ unless your righteousness surpasses that of the 


- 400 - 



scribes and Pharisees, you will not enter into the Kingdom 
of heaven" (Matthew 5:20-26). In those words our Lord is 
requiring of us a commitment to holiness of the heart, 
holiness of our innermost soul, a holiness which is the 
special gift of grace and which comes from him. Let us 
approach him and make the perfect following of him the 
project of our life, for in that lies the path to human 
holiness. 
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Saturday of the First Week of Lent 


Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 19 (18): 8 The law of the Lord 
is perfect; it revives the soul. The decrees of the Lord are 
steadfast; they give wisdom to the simple. 

Collect Turn our hearts to you, eternal Lather, and grant 
that, seeking always the one thing necessary and carrying 
out works of charity, we may be dedicated to your worship. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Deuteronomy 26:16-19; Psalm 119:1-2, 
4-5, 7-8; Matthew 5:43-48 

Jesus said to his disciples: “You have heard that it 
was said, You shall love your neighbour and hate your 
enemy. But I say to you, love your enemies, and pray for 
those who persecute you, that you may be children of your 
heavenly Father, for he makes his sun rise on the bad and 
the good, and causes rain to fall on the just and the unjust. 
For if you love those who love you, what recompense will 
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you have? Do not the tax collectors do the same? And if 
you greet your brothers and sisters only, what is unusual 
about that? Do not the pagans do the same? So be 
perfect, just as your heavenly Father is perfect. ” (Matthew 
5:43-48) 

Love of neighbour In our Gospel passage today our 
Lord provides us with one of the distinguishing tests of the 
Christian spirit. From the natural point of view few would 
expect even a good person to treat his enemies with love, as 
they would expect of him in respect to his friends and 
neighbours. Consider some “good” person you know and 
ask yourself how his attitude towards his neighbour 
compares with his attitude towards one who has caused 
him injury. Is there not a (perhaps considerable) difference 
between his attitude to the former and his attitude to the 
latter? Our Lord says, “Low have heard that it was said, 
You shall love your neighbour and hate your enemy 
(Matthew 5:43-48). Whatever about the Old Testament 
directive to which our Lord here alludes in part, our Lord’s 
use of it shows up the normally clear-cut difference 
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between our attitude towards our “neighbour” on the one 
hand and our attitude towards our “enemy” on the other. 
But our Lord makes it clear that this will never do for those 
who wish to regard themselves as his disciples. His 
disciples are to love their enemies and pray for those who 
persecute them. Very clearly this requires and manifests a 
virtue far beyond the ordinary, and our Lord is not just 
referring to how his disciples are to treat their enemies, but 
how they are to regard them. He is referring to the 
thoughts we allow to be going on in our hearts. We are to 
fill our hearts with love always, no matter how we are 
treated. How can we ever hope to do this? Well, firstly we 
must want to do it out of love for Jesus our Master. Then 
we must keep Christ before us as our constant inspiration, 
asking him to help us with his grace. With his example 
and grace we shall find that gradually we shall be able to 
put on the mind of Christ. 

This introduces the second great feature of our Gospel 
passage today, what it says about God. It is only when we 
love our enemies, when we pray for those who persecute us 
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that we shall be living as children of our heavenly Father 
“for he makes his sun rise on the bad and the good, and 
causes rain to fall on the just and the unjust ” (Matthew 
5:43-48). Our Lord is telling us that God our heavenly 
Father is a father to all, to the bad and to the good alike. 
To the bad he gives many good things, even though they 
greatly offend him by their lives and their attitude to him. 
The course of nature demonstrates this, for "die makes his 
sun rise on the bad and the good, and causes rain to fall on 
the just and the unjust .” Why does God seemingly treat the 
bad with the same consideration as the good — and 
perhaps with even more? Our Lord implies here that it is 
because he is a Father to all, a loving and compassionate 
Father, one who is patient and who awaits the repentance 
of the bad while there is still time. We ought take this cue 
from our Lord and use it to throw light on the course of 
human history, current affairs and on the problem of evil 
and why it is allowed. At the heart of the universe is 
compassion, love and patience in the face of wrongdoing. 
We, as children of our heavenly Father, must act likewise. 
For “if you love those who love you, what recompense will 
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you have? Do not the tax collectors do the same? And if 
you greet your brothers and sisters only, what is unusual 
about that? Do not the pagans do the same? So be 
perfect, just as your heavenly Father is perfect ” (Matthew 
5:43-48). All men understand that the good man loves 
others, but Christ teaches that this must include love for 
one’s enemies. 

Let us contemplate the example of Christ and what he 
teaches about our heavenly Father. Christ loved his 
enemies. St Paul writes that Christ is the image of the 
unseen God, and our Lord told his disciples that the one 
who sees him sees the Father. The Father, too, loves those 
who disregard and even hate him. Let us strive to be like 
our heavenly Father, asking for the grace of the Holy Spirit 
to transform our hearts into the likeness of the heart of 
God. 
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Second Sunday of Lent 


Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 27 (26): 8-9 Of you my heart 
has spoken, Seek his face. It is your face, O Lord, that I 
seek; hide not your face from me. 

Or: 

Cf. Ps 25 (24): 6, 2, 22 Remember your compassion, O 
Lord, and your merciful love, for they are from of old. Let 
not our enemies exult over us. Redeem us, O God of 
Israel, from all our distress. 

Collect O God, who have commanded us to listen to your 
beloved Son, be pleased, we pray, to nourish us inwardly 
by your word, that, with spiritual sight made pure, we may 
rejoice to behold your glory. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Genesis 15:5-12, 17-18; Psalm 27:1, 7-9, 
13-14; Philippians 3:17-4:1; Luke 9:28b-36 
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Jesus took Peter, John, and James and went up the 
mountain to pray. While he was praying his face changed 
in appearance and his clothing became dazzling white. 
And behold, two men were conversing with him, Moses and 
Elijah, who appeared in glory and spoke of his exodus that 
he was going to accomplish in Jerusalem. Peter and his 
companions had been overcome by sleep, but becoming 
fully awake, they saw his glory and the two men standing 
with him. As they were about to part from him, Peter said 
to Jesus, “Master, it is good that we are here; let us make 
three tents, one for you, one for Moses, and one for 
Elijah. ” But he did not know what he was saying. While he 
was still speaking, a cloud came and cast a shadow over 
them, and they became frightened when they entered the 
cloud. Then from the cloud came a voice that said, “This 
is my chosen Son; listen to him. ” After the voice had 
spoken, Jesus was found alone. They fell silent and did not 
at that time tell anyone what they had seen. (Luke 9:28b- 
36) 
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The Person of Jesus A young Catholic man, who 
was wearing a T shirt showing the portrait of the famous 
South American revolutionary Che Guevara, once passed 
me by. I knew the young man was a Catholic because he 
was a member of the Church choir. I am sure he did not 
realize what were some of the things that the Marxist Che 
Guevara stood for. Guevara worked for the betterment of 
the South American people, of course - as he conceived it 
to be. He was an absolutely committed Marxist and was 
opposed to religion. Rejecting religious faith as he did, he 
had placed his faith in a great though deluded idea, the 
Marxist idea of economic and social improvement. One of 
his companions was Fidel Castro, later the long-reigning 
president and dictator of Cuba. Some of Castro’s letters 
written while in prison have been published in English, and 
they suggest that he once had something of a religious faith 
which, of course, he abandoned in favour of Marxism. In 
one of those letters, writing to the father of a dead 
comrade, Castro said: “ Physical life is ephemeral, it passes 
inexorably ... This truth should be taught to every human 
being — that the immortal values of the spirit are above 


- 409 - 



physical life. What sense does life have without these 
values? ... God is the supreme idea of goodness and 
justice .” Notice how he puts it, that God is the supreme 
idea of goodness and justice: God seems to have been for 
him basically an idea, the supreme idea of what Castro 
thought he valued. Both Guevara and Castro rejected the 
idea of God and put their faith in a radically different idea. 
God, of course, is not just an idea - although we do indeed 
have an idea of God, and it is important that our idea of 
God be correct. I have seen various definitions of religion, 
and “religion” is often understood as being simply that 
which commands a person’s ultimate trust, hope and 
dedication. A religion is taken to be that to which you 
have truly dedicated yourself. In this understanding, God 
need not be part of religion because one can dedicate 
oneself to a project or an idea that excludes God, and 
indeed one which could be an enemy of God. Guevara 
and Castro placed their faith in the Marxist idea. Their god 
was the Marxist idea which excluded “God,” because 
“God” is a pie in the sky, an opiate of the people, an 
illusory idea.. 
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The Christian places his faith not in an idea, but in a 
particular Person. That Person is Jesus Christ and all he 
revealed. His Person and doctrine is at the heart of 
everything. The genuine Christian has discovered God as 
the living Person around which pivots everything. The 
Christian religion teaches that God has intervened and 
revealed himself as a living Person, and all are called to 
know and love him. He is one God who is three divine 
Persons, and eternal life consists in knowing Jesus Christ 
and the Father who sent him. When the Christian 
discovers this very personal character of God and enters 
into communion with him, entrusting himself to the one 
God in three Persons, then his faith has taken root. I 
suspect that Castro, Guevara and others never knew this. 
They never knew God as a real Person. In our Gospel 
scene today (Luke 9:28b-36) a very extraordinary thing is 
witnessed by the three chief apostles. Our Lord is 
transfigured and shown in something of his true glory as 
the divine Son of God the Father. He is shown as not just 
as a great religious leader, not just as a supreme idea or 
image, but as a divine Person who being man is one of us. 
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The majesty and uniqueness of the Person of Jesus is 
shown forth, and the voice of the Father is heard pointing 
to him as his own Son, the Beloved one. All mankind is to 
listen to him. The whole world is to turn to this Person, 
contemplate him and listen to his teaching. The Person of 
Jesus should dominate all human history, but so very many 
never really discover him. Listening to Jesus and accepting 
him for the Person he is involves living as his disciple. We 
are called to place our faith in him, to follow his way, to 
learn from him and to receive from him every heavenly 
blessing. We are to believe in him totally as the Son of 
God made man, hope in him entirely as our Redeemer, and 
to love him with all our heart with the love we should have 
for God himself, for he is God. That is the project of life, 
and what a tragedy it is when talented and influential 
people turn away from him and place their faith and their 
hopes in a mere illusory idea. 

Thinking then of the Transfiguration, let us resolve to 
focus our lives on the living Person of Jesus. We must 
contemplate him daily, living in his presence, coming to 
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realize that he is supremely real, and that on him depends 
all. 


Further reading : Catechism of the Catholic Church, 
no.1817-1821 (Hope) 
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Monday of the Second Week of Lent 


Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 26 (25): 11-12 Redeem me, O 
Lord, and have mercy on me. My foot stands on level 
ground; I will bless the Lord in the assembly. 

Collect O God, who have taught us to chasten our bodies 
for the healing of our souls, enable us, we pray, to abstain 
from all sins, and strengthen our hearts to carry out your 
loving commands. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your 
Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Daniel 9:4b-10; Psalm 79:8, 9, 11, 13; 

Luke 6:36-38 

Jesus said to his disciples: “Be merciful, just as your 
Father is merciful. “Stop judging and you will not be 
judged. Stop condemning and you will not be condemned. 
Forgive and you will be forgiven. Give and gifts will be 
given to you; a good measure, packed together, shaken 
down, and overflowing, will be poured into your lap. For 
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the measure with which you measure will in return be 
measured out to you. ” (Luke 6:36-38) 

The Cross As we think of the history of man’s 
religions, we cannot but be struck by the various 
impressions of the divine that feature in them. Those 
images of the divine, those images of the gods and the 
powers above, profoundly affect the way their devotees 
treat other people and act in society. There are gods of 
war, and various gods are portrayed as being at war among 
themselves, and of wreaking vengeance on those who 
offend them. Societies who attack others and engage in 
mayhem and terrorism appeal to their god or their religion 
for sanction for what they are doing and indeed for 
inspiration. All too often religion has caused strife and 
suffering in the human community rather than being a 
powerful force for peace. It is one of the points pressed 
home repeatedly in the teaching of modern popes that 
authentic religion cannot be a cause of conflict among men. 
Well now, let us turn to the divine Founder of the Christian 
religion and consider his teaching on this matter. Not only 
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does he warn against all violent actions, but he warns 
against all violent thoughts. Just as we are not to act 
harmfully towards others so we are not to think harmfully 
of others. Just as we are not to violate others sexually in 
deed, so we are not to violate others sexually in thought. 
The religion he reveals governs hearts. Moreover, there is 
an ominous and very serious sanction accompanying his 
warning: “For the measure with which you measure will in 
return be measured out to you’’’ (Luke 6:36-38). Christ 
tells us that we are to be merciful, that we are to refrain 
from judging and condemning, fie tells us that we are to 
forgive, and with these stipulations comes the information 
that what we do to others in like measure will be done to 
us. Moreover, if we are generous then “gifts will be given 
to you; a good measure, packed together, shaken down, 
and overflowing, will be poured into your lap." 

This is not only a firm and authoritative guide to our 
particular thoughts, words and actions all through life. It is 
a guide to the direction of our hearts’ transformation. We 
are to work at putting on the mind of Christ in the very 
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depths of our mind, heart and soul. What Christ lays down 
is above all a picture of the contours and character of his 
own sacred heart. He was merciful. He gave, and he 
forgave. The emblematic sign of all this is Christ dead on 
the Cross, having suffered and died for sinners and for all 
those who offend and disregard him who is our God. By 
our sins we put him there, and yet he is merciful and 
forgiving to us and to all. Furthermore, Christ tells us that 
the one who looks on him looks on the Father. The heart 
of Christ is the image of that of the Father, and just as 
Christ is merciful and generous to those who do not 
deserve it, so too is the Father. So the heart of the Father is 
what is described in our Gospel today. Of course, the time 
will come when God will indeed judge. Till then he shows 
extraordinary mercy and compassion, and one of many 
pictures of this is the indulgent father in Christ’s parable of 
the prodigal son. Another is Christ’s patient forbearance 
towards Judas whom in chapter 6 of St John’s Gospel he 
calls a devil. God reveals himself as a father rich in mercy, 
and his almighty power is shown precisely in his mercy. 
So our Lord’s words in today’s Gospel passage are a 
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description of the heart of God as much as they are a 
command to us. They lay down how God deals with us 
who are sinners until the day of judgment comes, and if we 
cast ourselves on his mercy we can hope that even in his 
judgment he will show us mercy. So let us take this 
teaching as our cue for striving to know the heart of God 
and what he has revealed of himself. We ought aim to 
know the love of God so as to be able to imitate our 
heavenly Father in our thoughts, in our words and in our 
deeds. God is love, and our calling in life is to be like him. 

What Christ asks us to do in today’s Gospel is a 
profoundly revolutionary programme for true success in 
life. The way Christ achieved success in his life’s work 
was through the Cross. That Cross involved mercy, 
forgiveness, generous giving. As a result, God his Father 
raised him on high, setting the pattern for all those who 
choose to entrust themselves to him and to follow in his 
footsteps. 

-- 
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Tuesday of the Second Week of Lent 


Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 13 (12): 4-5 Give light to my 
eyes lest I fall asleep in death, lest my enemy say: I have 
overcome him. 

Collect Guard your Church, we pray, O Lord, in your 
unceasing mercy, and, since without you mortal humanity 
is sure to fall, may we be kept by your constant helps from 
all harm and directed to all that brings salvation. Through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with 
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. 

Scripture today : Isaiah 1:10, 16-20; Psalm 50:8-9, 16bc- 
17, 21 and 23; Matthew 23:1-12 

Jesus spoke to the crowds and to his disciples, saying, 
“The scribes and the Pharisees have taken their seat on the 
chair of Moses. Therefore, do and observe all things 
whatsoever they tell you, but do not follow their example. 
For they preach but they do not practice. They tie up 
heavy burdens hard to carry and lay them on people’s 
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shoulders, but they will not lift a finger to move them. All 
their works are performed to be seen. They widen their 
phylacteries and lengthen their tassels. They love places of 
honour at banquets, seats of honour in synagogues, 
greetings in marketplaces, and the salutation 'Rabbi. ’ As 
for you, do not be called 'Rabbi. ’ You have but one 
teacher, and you are all brothers. Call no one on earth 
your father; you have but one Father in heaven. Do not be 
called ‘Master’; you have but one master, the Christ. The 
greatest among you must be your servant. Whoever exalts 
himself will be humbled; but whoever humbles himself will 
be exalted. ” (Matthew 23:1-12) 

The path of humility If a person discovers Christ as 
a real person, makes him the object of his love and chooses 
to follow him closely, the question for that person will then 
be, what is it to follow Jesus Christ closely? What must I 
now dol Numerous answers have been and are given to 
this question, and it is indeed a multi-faceted matter. 
However, there is one path that is essential if one is to 
follow the path that Christ takes. It is the path of humility. 


- 420 - 



It is always helpful to turn to the teaching of the saints, 
especially those who succeeded in helping many people 
take up the path of following Christ closely. One such 
master was St Ignatius Loyola, the great Spanish founder 
of the Jesuits in the sixteenth century, and the author of the 
famous little manual called The Spiritual Exercises. These 
Exercises take the one doing them through a series of 
considerations which invite him to choose to love Christ 
and to follow his example. One such consideration is 
called the “Meditation on Two Standards” (no. 136), the 
first standard being the “Standard of Satan” and the second 
being the “Standard of Christ”. In presenting the “Standard 
of Satan”, Ignatius describes how Satan instructs his 
demons to tempt men “to covet riches that they may the 
more easily attain the empty honours of this world, and 
then come to overweening pride. The first step, then, will 
be riches, the second honour, the third pride. From these 
three steps the evil one leads to all other vices.” So in 
Ignatius’s system of spiritual thought, pride is the aim of 
Satan’s efforts. It is the heart of our problem. Turning to 
the “Standard of Christ”, he describes Christ inviting his 
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followers to poverty, then to the casting off of honours, 
then humility. Humility is his path and aim, and it is the 
opposite of the path of Satan. Now, are we prepared to 
follow him along this path, the path of Christ? 

In our Gospel passage today, our Lord directs both the 
crowds and his disciples not to be influenced by the 
example of the scribes and the Pharisees, while respecting, 
however, their due religious authority. So the crowds and 
the disciples had before them on the one hand the example 
of Christ and on the other hand the example of the scribes 
and the Pharisees. We are told elsewhere in the Gospel 
that they loved money and that at least on one occasion 
they laughed at our Lord’s teaching on money. In our 
passage today, our Lord describes them by saying that 
“they preach but they do not practice. They tie up heavy 
burdens hard to carry and lay them on people’s shoulders, 
but they will not lift a finger to move them.” They loved the 
power, then, that came with their religious standing and 
authority. Our Lord continues, “ All their works are 
performed to be seen. They widen their phylacteries and 
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lengthen their tassels. They love places of honour at 
banquets, seats of honour in synagogues, greetings in 
marketplaces, and the salutation ‘Rabbi’” (Matthew 
23:1-12). So their wealth, their position, their power and 
influence over others were all feeding their pride and desire 
for exaltation. Anyone who aspires to live the Christian 
life in union with the living Jesus must recognize the 
profound tendency within us to follow this path so 
diametrically opposed to that of Jesus. That is our 
tendency, and we need to be very much alive to it because 
it is very easy for us to put it out of our own sight, let alone 
out of the sight of others. Our ingrained fallen propensity 
is towards riches leading to self-exaltation, whereas the 
path Jesus trod was that of poverty and humiliation. 
Satan’s heart is utterly filled with pride, while the heart of 
Christ is profoundly humble. We have a choice to make. 

Let us make that choice between Christ and Satan, 
between Christ and all those influences which are contrary 
to the path of Christ. Our Lord finishes his words today 
with this warning: “ Whoever exalts himself will be 
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humbled; but whoever humbles himself will be exalted ” 
(Matthew 23:1-12). Satan who exalted himself has been 
and will be humbled. Christ who humbled himself has 
been and is exalted. Let us take our place with Christ and 
live out this decision in the options of everyday life. 

-- 
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Wednesday of the Second Week of Lent 


Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 38 (37): 22-23 Forsake me not, 
O Lord! My God, be not far from me! Make haste and 
come to my help, O Lord, my strong salvation! 

Collect Keep your family, O Lord, schooled always in 
good works, and so comfort them with your protection here 
as to lead them graciously to gifts on high. Through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Jeremiah 18:18-20; Psalm 31:5-6, 14-16; 

Matthew 20:17-28 

As Jesus was going up to Jerusalem, he took the 
Twelve disciples aside by themselves, and said to them on 
the way, “ Behold, we are going up to Jerusalem, and the 
Son of Man will be handed over to the chief priests and the 
scribes, and they will condemn him to death, and hand him 
over to the Gentiles to be mocked and scourged and 
crucified, and he will be raised on the third day. ” Then the 
mother of the sons of Zebedee approached Jesus with her 
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sons and did him homage, wishing to ask him for 
something. He said to her, “What do yon wish?” She 
answered him, “Command that these two sons of mine sit, 
one at your right and the other at your left, in your 
kingdom. ” Jesus said in reply, “You do not know what you 
are asking. Can you drink the chalice that I am going to 
drink?” They said to him, “We can.” He replied, “My 
chalice you will indeed drink, but to sit at my right and at 
my left, this is not mine to give but is for those for whom it 
has been prepared by my Father. ” When the ten heard this, 
they became indignant at the two brothers. But Jesus 
summoned them and said, “You know that the rulers of the 
Gentiles lord it over them, and the great ones make their 
authority over them felt. But it shall not be so among you. 
Rather, whoever wishes to be great among you shall be 
your servant; whoever wishes to be first among you shall 
be your slave. Just so, the Son of Man did not come to be 
served but to serve and to give his life as a ransom for 
many. ” (Matthew 20:17-28) 
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Christ’s chalice There were various stages in 
Christ’s initiation of his disciples into discipleship. The 
first stage was, of course, the very call which he addressed 
to them. We remember how even before his public 
ministry began, John the Baptist pointed our Lord out to 
two of his own disciples and they followed him. He turned 
and asked them, “ What do you want? They answered 
“Rabbi, ” — which means Teacher — “where do you 
live?” “Come and see” he replied; so they went and saw 
where he lived, and stayed with him the rest of that day. 
He invited them to come with him. Later he called them 
more formally and definitively - from the shore of the Sea 
of Galilee. At various times in his public ministry our Lord 
took his disciples along further stages of this call, and 
indeed many left him. When, for instance, our Lord 
announced the doctrine of the Eucharist (John 6), many of 
his disciples left him saying that what he was teaching was 
too much. In our Gospel passage today (Matthew 20:17 
28), our Lord this time takes them a further and most 
significant step along this path. He tells them that he will 
be handed over to his enemies, condemned to death, and 
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then delivered into the power of the Romans who will 
mock, scourge and crucify him, and then he will rise on the 
third day. Their expectations of a great and holy Messiah 
of temporal glory were not to be fulfilled. His path was to 
be that of the Suffering Servant of Yahweh. His disciples 
had real difficulty in comprehending all this and, despite 
our Lord’s clarity, they still clung to their preconceptions 
of him and of what it meant to be his disciples. Our Gospel 
passage gives us one instance. Having told them of the 
suffering that awaited him, he was approached by the 
mother of the sons of Zebedee with her sons James and 
John. He said to her, “ What do you wish? ” She answered 
him, “Command that these two sons of mine sit, one at 
your right and the other at your left, in your kingdom .” 

So then, what was it to be a disciple of Jesus Christ? 
Being a true follower of Jesus Christ means especially 
accompanying him as he carries the Cross and as he is 
nailed upon it. The crunch point comes when in the little 
duties of everyday life, in the daily work of bearing witness 
to Jesus, and in the occasional crisis moments, we are 
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called to stand with Jesus when considerable suffering 
comes. James and John in our Gospel text today became 
(together with Simon Peter) “pillars” of the infant Church 
— for such is St Paul’s testimony. Our Lord’s response to 
their request to share in his glory at his right and at his left 
was as follows: “Low do not know what you are asking. 
Can you drink the chalice that I am going to drink? ” They 
said to him, “We can.'” JJe then promised a great grace: 
“My chalice you will indeed drink, but to sit at my right 
and at my left, this is not mine to give but is for those for 
whom it has been prepared by my Father ” (Matthew 
20:17-28). Glory is the fruit of discipleship, but the path to 
that glory is the one that leads through Calvary in company 
with Jesus. Christ’s chalice is to be drunk. Our Lord 
himself prayed to the Father while in the Garden that he 
would take this cup from him, but such was not the will of 
the Father. Mysteriously, obedient suffering is the path to 
untold good. We must pray to be able to realize at true 
depth that the Christ of glory is the Suffering Servant of 
Yahweh. Christ blazed this trail and, by reaching its term, 
he saved the world and empowered his disciples to reach 
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that same term of suffering in union with him. Christ 
predicts in our passage today that James and John would do 
this, and at the end of the Gospel of St John he predicts that 
Simon Peter will, too. Let us pray for the grace to be 
counted among those who stay the course with Christ and 
who persevere when difficulties come. We cannot count 
on our own strength but must pray for the gift of 
perseverance and then trust in Christ when the Cross that 
most certainly will come does come. 

We who are baptized are called by God to be disciples 
of Christ. The question is whether we are prepared to 
advance to true maturity in the following of him. If this is 
our desire, our Gospel passage today is one of those we 
must take especially to heart because in it our Lord lays 
down the ultimate test. Are we prepared to drink the cup 
he would drink? Let us answer that by the grace of God 
we can, and then pray that Christ’s response will be that we 
shall indeed drink it, just as James and John did. 

-- 
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Thursday of the Second Week of Lent 


Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 139 (138): 23-24 Test me, O 
God, and know my thoughts. See that my path is not 
wicked, and lead me in the way everlasting. 

Collect O God, who delight in innocence and restore it, 
direct the hearts of your servants to yourself, that, caught 
up in the fire of your Spirit, we may be found steadfast in 
faith and effective in works. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Jeremiah 17:5-10; Psalm 1:1-2, 3, 4, 6; 

Luke 16:19-31 

Jesus said to the Pharisees: “There was a rich man 
who dressed in purple garments and fine linen and dined 
sumptuously each day. And lying at his door was a poor 
man named Lazarus, covered with sores, who would gladly 
have eaten his fill of the scraps that fell from the rich 
man’s table. Dogs even used to come and lick his sores. 
When the poor man died, he was carried away by angels to 
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the bosom of Abraham. The rich man also died and was 
buried, and from the netherworld, where he was in 
torment, he raised his eyes and saw Abraham far off and 
Lazarus at his side. And he cried out, ‘Father Abraham, 
have pity on me. Send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger 
in water and cool my tongue, for I am suffering torment in 
these flames. ’ Abraham replied, ‘My child, remember that 
you received what was good during your lifetime while 
Lazarus likewise received what was bad; but now he is 
comforted here, whereas you are tormented. Moreover, 
between us and you a great chasm is established to prevent 
anyone from crossing who might wish to go from our side 
to yours or from your side to ours. ’ He said, ‘Then I beg 
you, father, send him to my father’s house, for I have five 
brothers, so that he may warn them, lest they too come to 
this place of torment. ’ But Abraham replied, ‘They have 
Moses and the prophets. Let them listen to them. ’ He said, 
‘Oh no, father Abraham, but if someone from the dead goes 
to them, they will repent. ’ Then Abraham said, ‘If they will 
not listen to Moses and the prophets, neither will they be 
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persuaded if someone should rise from the dead. ’ ” (Luke 
16:19-31) 

Christian love This Gospel passage today presents 
one of the parables that have passed into what we might 
call world literature. The poor man Lazarus and the rich 
man who entirely neglected him, are figures that have been 
embedded in Christian culture as encapsulating the spirit of 
Christianity. At various points in the Gospels our Lord 
makes it clear that God’s judgment on us will depend on 
how we treat others. In the Gospel of St Matthew (Chapter 
25) our Lord describes the general judgment of all the 
nations, gathered in the presence of the King. To those on 
his right and to those on his left he will say that whatever 
they did to the least of his brothers they did to him. Christ 
our judge will take it very personally if we treat others 
unjustly, unkindly, or unmercifully. Here in a different 
Gospel, the Gospel of St Luke, our Lord teaches the 
seriousness of any disregard for the unfortunate and the 
needy. In our Lord’s story, Lazarus is poor, hopelessly 
sick and very hungry. He did not even have the dignity of 
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being protected from the dogs. He lay continually at the 
door of the rich man, and “ would gladly have eaten his fill 
of the scraps that fell from the rich man’s table ” (Luke 
16:19-31). But it was not to be. The rich man utterly 
disregarded him. He saw him constantly (for he was at his 
door), but his heart was entirely hardened against helping 
him. Now, all this had eternal consequences. When each 
died, the situation was totally reversed. The rich man went 
to hell, and the poor man went to happiness in the arms of 
Abraham. God had taken the rich man’s utter neglect of 
the poor man personally, and regarded it as an immense 
offence meriting eternity in hell. The seriousness of 
injuring others or failing to assist them in their injuries 
would perhaps not have dawned on fallen man had it not 
been revealed by God. 

But revealed to us it has been, and even in our parable 
Abraham tells the rich man buried in hell that all this had 
been taught by Moses and the prophets, and that this 
teaching should have been sufficient for him as for others. 
So central is this point to Christianity that, in the constant 
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stress on assisting those in need, Christ himself has at times 
been forgotten. By this I mean that at times Christianity — 
or “being a Christian” — has taken on the connotation of 
being virtually a philanthropist. That is to say, it has often 
been forgotten that we serve Christ when we serve the 
needy. Furthermore, the love of Christ and the acceptance 
of the revelation that he identifies with the poor, provides a 
tremendous motive for loving and serving the needy. Thus 
it is that the saints have been distinguished for their love 
for the poor, which was a constant expression of their love 
for Christ whom they knew to be present especially in the 
poor. They knew that to neglect the needy was to direct an 
affront to Christ. We think of St Vincent de Paul. We 
think of Frederick Ozanam, the founder of the St Vincent 
de Paul Society. We think, too, of Saint Teresa of 
Calcutta, once known throughout the world as “Mother 
Teresa” — almost a modern byword for Christian sanctity. 
All this stands to reason because what is it that God 
himself has done? He who was divinely rich made himself 
poor in order that we who are poor might be rich in him. 
St Paul tells us that Christ was in the “form” of God, but 
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did not cling to his equality with God. He divested himself 
of his glory and made himself as men are and humbler still, 
even to death on a cross. God served us who are needy to 
the point of impoverishing himself on the cross. His 
children who aspire to be like him must also love and serve 
the needy. That is the message of our Gospel passage 
today, and our eternity depends on it. 

Let us take to heart God’s love for all his children, 
especially the neediest. Christ commands us to love them 
with the love with which we should love him. Let us pray 
for the spiritual insight and the persevering love to be able 
to do this. 


Vb»©«dv 
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Friday of the Second Week of Lent 


Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 31 (30): 2, 5 In you, O Lord, I 
put my trust, let me never be put to shame; release me from 
the snare they have hidden for me, for you indeed are my 
refuge. 

Collect Grant, we pray, almighty God, that, purifying us 
by the sacred practice of penance, you may lead us in 
sincerity of heart to attain the holy things to come. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Genesis 37:3-4, 12-13a, 17b-28a; 

Psalm 105:16-21; Matthew 21:33-43, 45-46 

Jesus said to the chief priests and the elders of the 
people: “Hear another parable. There was a landowner 
who planted a vineyard, put a hedge around it, dug a wine 
press in it, and built a tower. Then he leased it to tenants 
and went on a journey. When vintage time drew near, he 
sent his servants to the tenants to obtain his produce. But 
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the tenants seized the servants and one they beat, another 
they killed, and a third they stoned. Again he sent other 
servants, more numerous than the first ones, but they 
treated them in the same way. Finally, he sent his son to 
them, thinking, ‘They will respect my son. ’ But when the 
tenants saw the son, they said to one another, ‘This is the 
heir. Come, let us kill him and acquire his inheritance. ’ 
They seized him, threw him out of the vineyard, and killed 
him. What will the owner of the vineyard do to those 
tenants when he comes? ” They answered him, “He will put 
those wretched men to a wretched death and lease his 
vineyard to other tenants who will give him the produce at 
the proper times. ’’ Jesus said to them, “Did you never read 
in the Scriptures: The stone that the builders rejected has 
become the cornerstone; by the Lord has this been done, 
and it is wonderful in our eyes? Therefore, I say to you, 
the Kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given 
to a people that will produce its fruit. ” When the chief 
priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they knew 
that he was speaking about them. And although they were 
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attempting to arrest him, they feared the crowds, for they 
regarded him as a prophet. (Matthew 21:33-43, 45-46) 

The Cornerstone In everyday life if we do not 
take certain things into account we shall simply fail to 
acquire those things we have set our hearts on or which we 
know we need. A young person omits to take the 
necessary means to do well in his studies and, as a result, 
has to bear the consequences of this neglect for the rest of 
his life. So too, there are some fundamental issues around 
which pivot our entire eternity and we must, we simply 
must, bear them clearly in mind. We shall bear 
responsibility for our eternal prospects if we fail to take the 
steps that are necessary to attain our ultimate and 
everlasting good. Our Lord makes it clear that in him are 
to be found all the blessings of eternity. If God had left us 
to our devices, there is so much we probably would never 
have intuited or come to understand in any sense. How 
many of us would have understood that life hereafter 
involves an eternity ? How many of us would have 
understood that the hereafter involves not only an eternity, 
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but an eternity of either incalculable suffering or 
incalculable happiness, and that there is no alternative to 
these two options? How many of us would have 
understood that there is actually only one God, that all 
comes from him, that he will be our Judge, and that our 
judgment will depend on the moral goodness of our lives? 
God’s revelation has shed an immensely powerful, 
illuminating and decisive light on all the fundamental 
issues we must take into account during the brief span 
allotted to us. The greatest challenge facing every 
generation is to pass on to the next the importance of these 
basic questions and the divinely revealed answers to them. 

But there is a further and even more significant 
revelation. It is that all these fundamental truths that have 
been revealed and which are so decisive for the direction 
which our hearts take are encapsulated in our attitude to a 
particular historical Person who lives now. That Person is 
the living and risen Jesus. The one who believes in him 
and who lives accordingly will be saved, whereas the one 
who knowingly and deliberately rejects him will be lost 
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forever. In the parable which our Lord tells the chief 
priests and the elders of the people in our Gospel today, he 
makes this very clear. The turning point in the story comes 
when our Lord narrates that “Finally, he sent his son to 
them, thinking, ‘They will respect my son. ’ But when the 
tenants saw the son, they said to one another, ‘This is the 
heir. Come, let us kill him and acquire his inheritance. ’ 
They seized him, threw him out of the vineyard, and killed 
him ” (Matthew 21:33-43, 45-46). The tenants knew that it 
was the son who had been sent to them and yet they “ seized 
him, threw him out of the vineyard, and killed him.” There 
was no excuse for their treatment of the son, let alone for 
the other servants who had preceded him — and those 
servants had been the prophets. The fate of the tenants 
followed on their rejection of the son. So salvation 
depends on our acceptance or rejection of Christ. As St 
Paul writes in one of his Letters, in Christ is to be found 
every heavenly blessing. If we find and accept him we 
gain everything that matters. If, after hearing the Church’s 
proclamation, we knowingly and deliberately reject him, 
then we lose everything that matters. In God’s plan our 
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eternity hinges on our response, be it explicit or implicit, to 
the Person of Christ. 

Let us make this sobering thought the inspiration of 
our lives and of our daily service to others. We ought 
shape every aspect of our lives according to the 
requirements of Christ who is our Redeemer and our Judge. 
Let us make this truth the reason for our loving service of 
others, knowing that everything we do to bring the 
knowledge and love of Christ to others will contribute to 
their eternal salvation. 
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Saturday of the Second Week of Lent 


Entrance Antiphon Ps 145 (144): 8-9 The Lord is kind 
and full of compassion, slow to anger, abounding in mercy. 
How good is the Lord to all, compassionate to all his 
creatures. 

Collect O God, who grant us by glorious healing remedies 
while still on earth to be partakers of the things of heaven, 
guide us, we pray, through this present life and bring us to 
that light in which you dwell. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Micah 7:14-15, 18-20; Psalm 103:1-4, 
9-12; Luke 15:1-3, 11-32 

Tax collectors and sinners were all drawing near to 
listen to Jesus, but the Pharisees and scribes began to 
complain, saying, “This man welcomes sinners and eats 
with them. ” So to them Jesus addressed this parable. “A 
man had two sons, and the younger son said to his father, 
‘Father, give me the share of your estate that should come 
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to me. ’ So the father divided the property between them. 
After a few days, the younger son collected all his 
belongings and set off to a distant country where he 
squandered his inheritance on a life of dissipation. When 
he had freely spent everything, a severe famine struck that 
country, and he found himself in dire need. So he hired 
himself out to one of the local citizens who sent him to his 
farm to tend the swine. And he longed to eat his fill of the 
pods on which the swine fed, but nobody gave him any. 
Coming to his senses he thought, ‘How many of my father’s 
hired workers have more than enough food to eat, but here 
am I, dying from hunger. I shall get up and go to my father 
and I shall say to him, “Father, I have sinned against 
heaven and against you. I no longer deserve to be called 
your son; treat me as you would treat one of your hired 
workers. ” ‘ So he got up and went back to his father. While 
he was still a long way off, his father caught sight of him, 
and was filled with compassion. He ran to his son, 
embraced him and kissed him. His son said to him, 
‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you; I 
no longer deserve to be called your son. ’ But his father 
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ordered his servants, ‘Quickly, bring the finest robe and 
put it on him; put a ring on his finger and sandals on his 
feet. Take the fattened calf and slaughter it. Then let us 
celebrate with a feast, because this son of mine was dead, 
and has come to life again; he was lost, and has been 
found. ’ Then the celebration began. Now the older son had 
been out in the field and, on his way back, as he neared the 
house, he heard the sound of music and dancing. He 
called one of the servants and asked what this might mean. 
The servant said to him, ‘Your brother has returned and 
your father has slaughtered the fattened calf because he 
has him back safe and sound. ’ He became angry, and when 
he refused to enter the house, his father came out and 
pleaded with him. He said to his father in reply, ‘Look, all 
these years I served you and not once did I disobey your 
orders; yet you never gave me even a young goat to feast 
on with my friends. But when your son returns who 
swallowed up your property with prostitutes, for him you 
slaughter the fattened calf. ’ He said to him, ‘My son, you 
are here with me always; everything I have is yours. But 
now we must celebrate and rejoice, because your brother 
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was dead and has come to life again; he was lost and has 
been found. (Luke 15:1-3, 11-32) 

The sense of sin This famous parable our Lord told 
is commonly called the parable of the prodigal son, the son 
who was prodigal with all he had been given by his 
indulgent father. It is true that the bulk of the text of the 
story is given over to describing the story of the son, but 
we must begin our reading of it by noticing what St Luke 
says at the beginning. At the very beginning he gives the 
context and this context provides us with the point of the 
story. We are told that “ Tax collectors and sinners were 
all drawing near to listen to Jesus, but the Pharisees and 
scribes began to complain, saying, ‘This man welcomes 
sinners and eats with them. ’ So to them Jesus addressed 
this parable. ‘A man had two sons, and the younger son 
said to his father, ‘Father, give me the share of your estate 
that should come to me. ’ So the father divided the property 
between them.” (Luke 15:1-3, 11-32) So the parable was 
occasioned by the complaints of the Pharisees and the 
scribes about Jesus himself. They were complaining about 
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his choosing to welcome sinners and eat with them, and so 
he told the parable to explain his actions. He was 
welcoming sinners in the way the father in the parable 
welcomed his wayward and repentant son, and this father 
was obviously an image of the divine Father of all. To see 
Jesus is to see the Father. He is the image of the invisible 
God. Our Lord is correcting a false image of God and 
presenting the true image of him for our full acceptance. 
God is a loving, indulgent Father who receives back into 
his overflowing friendship all who return to him in 
repentance. All that is needed is genuine repentance and 
the desire to return to his father’s love and the life of his 
family. Our Lord in his ministry is acting as does his 
heavenly Father, whereas the Pharisees and the scribes who 
would keep “the tax collectors and sinners ” at a distance 
from the divine friendship were acting as did the elder 
brother in our Lord’s parable. The elder brother had been 
respectable, dependable, externally moral. But what was 
going on in his heart? The return of his younger and 
dissolute brother showed him up as being jealous, proud 
and without much love. How poorly in love did he 
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compare with his own father, and how little a reflection of 
him he was! 

So the first point that our Lord was making refers to 
God. His welcome of sinners reflected the heart of the true 
God. God is a God rich in mercy to the point of 
extravagance, provided the sinner returns to him. The 
second point refers to us. If the sinner is to regain the love 
of God, like the wayward son he must gain a sense of his 
own sinfulness and where it is taking him. The authentic 
sense of sin and of its consequences usually prompts a 
renewed discovery of God. What would have happened if 
the younger son had not realized his sin, had not repented 
in some sense (and his reason for repentance seems to have 
been primarily concern for himself), and returned to his 
father? Realizing his sin, he then thought of his father and 
his father’s kindness. He thought of the liberality his 
father showed to his servants and what he could expect if 
he came back simply as a servant. God is a God rich in 
mercy to the point of extravagance. His love is everlasting 
and bountiful. The Pharisees and the scribes needed to 
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repent of their attitudes and hardness of heart, but they 
would not. They needed a sense of sin and where their sins 
were taking them. In the parable there was little prospect 
of the elder son repenting of his petulance and jealousy, 
and we are left with his saying that he absolutely would not 
welcome his younger brother. And so the elder brother is 
left in the story unreconciled with both his father and his 
brother. Indeed, the scene leaves him in anger, and 
remaining outside the house. The younger son repented, 
and the elder son did not. The younger son returned to his 
father with a real sense of sin and a new discovery of the 
goodness and love of his father, while the elder son failed 
to recognize his own sinful heart, and failed to discover in 
a new way the goodness and love of his father. Our 
parable today tells us what God is like and what we must 
be like. We must start by recognizing that we are sinners 
and where our sins are leading us. 

Our Lord came to reveal the true God. In himself he 
reveals the love of the Father. He who sees me, he told his 
disciples, sees the Father. God is a God rich in mercy, and 
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our Lord told us that we are to be compassionate as our 
heavenly Father is compassionate. But equally, we must 
understand that we are sinners. Characteristically, we in 
our day have lost the sense of sin. Our Lord holds up the 
example not only of his heavenly Father, but of the 
repentance of the wayward son. He recognized his 
sinfulness and returned to the love of his Father. Let us 
live our Christian lives with a lively sense of these two 
sides of our Lord’s great lesson. 

-- 
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Third Sunday of Lent 


Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 25 (24): 15-16 My eyes are 
always on the Lord, for he rescues my feet from the snare. 
Turn to me and have mercy on me, for I am alone and 
poor. 

Or: 

Cf. Ez 36:23-26 When I prove my holiness among you, I 
will gather you from all the foreign lands; and I will pour 
clean water upon you and cleanse you from all your 
impurities, and I will give you a new spirit, says the Lord. 

Collect O God, author of every mercy and of all 
goodness, who in fasting, prayer and almsgiving have 
shown us a remedy for sin, look graciously on this 
confession of our lowliness, that we, who are bowed down 
by our conscience, may always be lifted up by your mercy. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 
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Scripture today : Exodus 3:l-8a, 13-15; Psalm 103: 1-4, 
6-8, 11; 1 Corinthians 10:1-6, 10-12; Luke 13:1-9 

Some people told Jesus about the Galileans whose 
blood Pilate had mingled with the blood of their sacrifices. 
Jesus said to them in reply, “Do you think that because 
these Galileans suffered in this way they were greater 
sinners than all other Galileans? By no means! But I tell 
you, if you do not repent, you will all perish as they did! 
Or those eighteen people who were killed when the tower 
at Siloamfell on them — do you think they were more guilty 
than everyone else who lived in Jerusalem? By no means! 
But I tell you, if you do not repent, you will all perish as 
they did!” And he told them this parable: “There once was 
a person who had a fig tree planted in his orchard, and 
when he came in search of fruit on it but found none, he 
said to the gardener, ‘For three years now I have come in 
search of fruit on this fig tree but have found none. So cut 
it down. Why should it exhaust the soil? ’ He said to him in 
reply, ‘Sir, leave it for this year also, and I shall cultivate 
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the ground around it and fertilize it; it may bear fruit in the 
future. If not you can cut it down. (Luke 13:1-9) 

Suffering I remember watching a movie years ago 
and in one scene a mother was shown holding her small 
child. The child asked her puzzled mother, “Why isn’t 
there nothing ?” It is a very good question that would never 
occur to the majority of people. It immediately suggests 
that the things of our experience are not necessary and so it 
prompts the thought of a Creator. It also revealed an 
attitude of wonder in that small child, and shows how the 
cultivation of a child-like sense of wonder opens some of 
the deepest philosophical questions. But there is another 
question which has occurred to many people: Why do we 
suffer so much ? Why is it that in the span of life that has 
been allotted to me so much suffering comes my way, 
while to all appearances relatively little suffering comes to 
this or that other person? Further, What am I to do about 
suffering? There have been various answers to these 
persistent questions and one of the defining elements of 
any particular religion is the way it addresses the problem 


-453 - 



of evil and suffering. I can think of at least one 
anthropologist of primal religions (Evans-Pritchard) who 
wrote that the way the problem of suffering is dealt with is 
the key to interpreting the religions of indigenous peoples. 
Whatever about that generalization, it is obvious that 
suffering and death is a central issue in the religion 
revealed by the God of Abraham, Moses and Jesus Christ 
his divine Son. It was precisely because his chosen people 
were suffering in Egypt that God revealed himself to 
Moses and sent him to lead his people out of their 
enslaving situation. It was precisely because of the 
universal hold of death that God sent his Son, not to 
condemn the world but to save the world from sin by his 
death and resurrection. It is the problem of suffering and 
death that sparks the exchange in today’s Gospel. 

St Paul writes in the Letter to the Romans that sin 
entered the world through one man and with sin death, and 
thus death has spread through the whole human race 
because everyone has sinned. So the deepest cause of the 
world’s suffering is the sin of man — in the first instance 
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of man at the beginning, and then to a point of every man 
since then. But while all suffering ultimately finds its 
origin in sin, our Lord makes it clear that we cannot 
interpret the scale of any one individual’s suffering as 
indicative of the degree of his sinfulness. Our Lord’s own 
case shows that suffering can come to the innocent, and his 
overwhelming sufferings came upon him as a result of the 
sins of others — including our own sins. Our Lord poses 
the question of today’s Gospel: “Do you think that because 
these Galileans suffered in this way they were greater 
sinners than all other Galileans? By no means! But I tell 
you, if you do not repent, you will all perish as they did! 
Or those eighteen people who were killed when the tower 
at Siloam fell on them — do you think they were more 
guilty than everyone else who lived in Jerusalem? By no 
means! But I tell you, if you do not repent, you will all 
perish as they didr (Luke 13:1-9). Of course, the only 
ones who have been entirely innocent have been Christ 
himself and, by the grace merited by Christ, his own 
Blessed Mother the Virgin Mary. But the point here is, as 
our Lord states very clearly, that “ if you do not repent, you 
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will all perish as they did!” Every time we see suffering 
and death we ought be reminded that unless we repent of 
our sins, in some sense either here or hereafter, those sins 
we choose to commit will reap the whirlwind of suffering 
and death. The sight of suffering and death — even the 
suffering of the relatively innocent — can and should, 
therefore, be an occasion of repentance from sin. 

The coming of suffering can also be a moment of 
deeper identification with Christ our Lord who, though 
innocent, suffered for the guilty. When suffering comes, 
therefore, let us resolve to repent from our sins. Let us also 
resolve to unite ourselves with Christ who suffered for us, 
and in this way our sufferings will contribute towards the 
repentance and salvation of others. 

-- 
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Monday of the Third Week of Lent 


Entrance Antiphon Ps 84 (83):3 My soul is longing and 
yearning for the courts of the Lord. My heart and my flesh 
cry out to the living God. 

Collect May your unfailing compassion, O Lord, cleanse 
and protect your Church, and, since without you she cannot 
stand secure, may she be always governed by your grace. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 2 Kings 5:l-15ab; Psalm 42:2, 3; 43:3, 4; 

Luke 4:24-30 

Jesus said to the people in the synagogue at Nazareth: 
“Amen, I say to you, no prophet is accepted in his own 
native place. Indeed, I tell you, there were many widows in 
Israel in the days of Elijah when the sky was closed for 
three and a half years and a severe famine spread over the 
entire land. It was to none of these that Elijah was sent, 
but only to a widow in Zarephath in the land of Sidon. 
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Again, there were many lepers in Israel during the time of 
Elisha the prophet; yet not one of them was cleansed, but 
only Naaman the Syrian. ” When the people in the 
synagogue heard this, they were all filled with fury. They 
rose up, drove him out of the town, and led him to the brow 
of the hill on which their town had been built, to hurl him 
down headlong. But he passed through the midst of them 
and went away. (Luke 4:24=30) 

With Christ As we think of the vastness and 
progress of human thought, the flow of human affairs, and 
each individual life, the question occurs to us as to what 
might be the key to all human endeavour. We think of the 
numerous philosophical systems with their proposals, we 
think of the great works of literature such as those of 
Dante, Shakespeare, Dostoevsky and others, we think of 
the unending discourse among men ranging over so many 
matters - and we ask, is there anything that can be pointed 
to as being the heart and the hub of the matter? Is there 
anything around which ultimately everything pivots and 
which determines the prospects of each man and woman, 
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and of the whole of humanity? There is indeed. We can 
attain the key to everything, even though the mere 
possession of that key does not immediately illumine every 
possible question that may occur to us. The key to human 
life, the key to the great flow of human history, the key to 
the world and the universe, is a Person. That Person is 
Jesus Christ, and everything pivots around our acceptance 
or non-acceptance of him. Mankind’s prospects revolve 
around faith and trust in him and in what he revealed. 
Christianity cannot be described as a very simple religion, 
and indeed as Pope St Paul VI wrote many years ago it is 
immensely rich and complex. But inasmuch as God has 
revealed the key to life and the universe — and that key is 
Jesus his beloved Son — we are able to simplify man’s 
perennial search for meaning. The whole of mankind 
searches for meaning and happiness generation after 
generation, and that meaning, that key is to be found in a 
simple act which must be brought to bear on the whole of 
life. That simple act is faith in the Person of Jesus Christ 
and the full acceptance of his teaching. Our Lord himself 
put it also in another way: disciple ship . JJe said to his 
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disciples that they were to go to the whole world and 
preach him, making disciples of all the nations. 

In our Gospel passage today, our Lord returns to the 
town where he had grown up and where so many knew him 
very well — or at least so they themselves thought. They 
had lived with him, seen him grow up and had grown up 
with him. He had attended synagogue with them, had 
repaired and built their homes, their furniture and their 
implements of work. He returned after having begun his 
public ministry and declared that he was the promised One, 
but warned them that they were in danger of failing to 
recognize and accept the immensely important moment 
that had arrived in his own Person. The events fulfilled our 
Lord’s prediction. They “ rose up, drove him out of the 
town, and led him to the brow of the hill on which their 
town had been built, to hurl him down headlong. But he 
passed through the midst of them and went away ” (Luke 
4:24-30). Presumably there were very many who never 
again gave our Lord a hearing, and so their divinely-sent 
opportunity for salvation and holiness passed. Their 
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rejection of our Lord is a constant lesson to each of us. To 
a greater or lesser extent we can fail to give our Lord our 
full assent, and it is precisely this which is the pivotal issue 
in human life and in all human history. The pivotal point, 
the hinge around which revolves everything, is faith in 
Jesus Christ. If that is not given, then the heart of all 
reality is missed for the sake of shadows. Christ is the 
substance, and all else gains substance in him. It can be 
difficult seeing intellectually how this is so, but it has been 
revealed. Through him all things came to be, and all that 
came to be had life in him, and that life is the light of men. 
That light shines in the dark, a light that darkness cannot 
overcome. We must, therefore, place ourselves in the 
presence of the living Jesus and give our hearts to him in 
faith. If we do this, we have passed through the door that 
leads to everything of value. 

As we think of our Gospel scene today (Luke 4:24-30) 
let us be reminded that the crisis point for all human life 
lies in the decision about the Person of Jesus of Nazareth. 
The Nazarenes rejected him. How awful was this step! 
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Let us learn from it and take our stand with Jesus, 
promising him that we shall follow him whithersoever he 
chooses to take us in life. In this will lie our salvation. 
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Tuesday of the Third Week of Lent 


Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 17 (16): 6, 8 To you I call, for 
you will surely heed me, O God; turn your ear to me; hear 
my words. Guard me as the apple of your eye; in the 
shadow of your wings protect me. 

Collect May your grace not forsake us, O Lord, we pray, 
but make us dedicated to your holy service and at all times 
obtain for us your help. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Daniel 3:25, 34-43; Psalm 25:4-9; 

Matthew 18:21-35 

Peter approached Jesus and asked him, “Lord, if my 
brother sins against me, how often must I forgive him? As 
many as seven times?” Jesus answered, “I say to you, not 
seven times but seventy-seven times. That is why the 
Kingdom of heaven may be likened to a king who decided 
to settle accounts with his servants. When he began the 
accounting, a debtor was brought before him who owed 
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him ten thousand talents. Since he had no way of paying it 
back, his master ordered him to be sold, along with his 
wife, his children, and all his property, in payment of the 
debt. At that, the servant fell down, did him homage, and 
said, ‘Be patient with me, and I will pay you back in full. ’ 
Moved with compassion the master of that servant let him 
go and forgave him the loan. When that servant had left, 
he found one of his fellow servants who owed him one 
hundred denarii. He seized him and started to choke him, 
demanding, ‘Pay back what you owe. ’ Falling to his knees, 
his fellow servant begged him, ‘Be patient with me, and I 
will pay you back. ’ But he refused. Instead, he had him put 
in prison until he paid back the debt. Now when his fellow 
servants saw what had happened, they were deeply 
disturbed, and went to their master and reported the whole 
affair. His master summoned him and said to him, ‘You 
wicked servant! I forgave you your entire debt because 
you begged me to. Should you not have had pity on your 
fellow servant, as I had pity on you?’ Then in anger his 
master handed him over to the torturers until he should pay 
back the whole debt. So will my heavenly Father do to you, 
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unless each of you forgives your brother from your heart. ” 
(Matthew 18:21-35) 

Forgiveness One wonders what the course of 
human history would be like were all men ready to forgive 
injuries done to them. Consider the lives of so many 
families and how they are rent with bitterness due to 
injuries and the inability to forgive. Consider the wars that 
have characterized human society, and the conflicts that 
will not go away even now. Consider the Middle East and 
the many conflicts of Africa. Wherever conflicts are, 
injuries are inflicted on others and retaliation follows. It is 
the common experience of human beings that one of the 
hardest things of all is to forgive, yet at the same time 
ordinary reflection shows what a boon to society and to 
human happiness it is to be able to do this. Very many 
people pass their entire lives harbouring resentments and 
the desire for revenge. Those who did them an injury — 
whether real or merely perceived — pass on from this life, 
and still the resentment towards them remains. That is to 
say, ordinary experience shows that forgiveness is one of 
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the fundamental issues in the life of every person and in the 
life of humanity. What does Christ say of this? He is 
uncompromising and very demanding. We must forgive, 
and forgive from the heart, no matter what the injury might 
have been. Of course our Lord is not saying that injury 
ought go unchecked and unpunished, but he is saying that 
the refusal to forgive must never be a factor in our response 
to injustice and injury. In our Gospel passage today our 
Lord addresses this very question, a question put to him by 
the chief of his Apostles, Simon Peter. In Peter, it is as if 
our Lord is being asked about this matter by the entire 
body of his disciples. His parable that follows makes clear 
that God will regard with the utmost severity a deliberate 
refusal to forgive. “ Then in anger his master handed him 
over to the torturers until he should pay back the whole 
debt. So will my heavenly Father do to you, unless each of 
you forgives your brother from your heart ” (Matthew 
18:21-35). 

The question remains, though, how are we to do this? 
How can we possibly forgive from the heart all injuries 
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done to us? Our Lord’s parable provides us with the 
answer. The example of the king should have inspired the 
servant to forgive the debt of his fellow servant. “ That is 
why the Kingdom of heaven may be likened to a king who 
decided to settle accounts with his servants. When he 
began the accounting, a debtor was brought before him 
who owed him ten thousand talents. Since he had no way 
of paying it back, his master ordered him to be sold, along 
with his wife, his children, and all his property, in payment 
of the debt. At that, the servant fell down, did him homage, 
and said, ‘Be patient with me, and I will pay you back in 
full. ’ Moved with compassion the master of that servant let 
him go and forgave him the loan ” (Matthew 18:21-35). 
The king was moved with compassion, and even though he 
stood to lose an astronomical amount (which the “ten 
thousand talents” represents), he forgave him his entire 
debt. That is the situation that exists between each of us 
and God. God sent his Son to the world to free the world 
from sin at incalculable cost to himself, a far greater 
personal cost than the king incurred in our Lord’s parable. 
We are indebted to God the Holy Trinity in ways we can 
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only contemplate and never hope to repay. That is the God 
on whom we depend and who loves us. He, our God, 
ought be our inspiration leading us to forgive others. If 
only we had a lively sense of our sinfulness and of the 
affront it is to God! This is why the loss of the sense of sin 
is such a significant lack in modern man. If we do not 
understand ourselves as being sinners, if we have little 
sense of our having offended a good and holy God, how 
will we be able to appreciate the forgiveness of us by God 
and his work of our redemption? How will God’s example 
of forgiving us be able to inspire us to forgive others in 
turn? 


Sooner or later every man and woman must face up to 
the question of his or her response to injury. Every person 
has to deal with the matter of forgiveness. Many never 
forgive. Our Lord tells us that we must forgive from the 
heart and that our judgment will depend on the extent to 
which we have done this. What a wonderful thing if we 
spend our life forgiving injury from the heart, and at our 
deathbed we are able to go before the Judgment of God 
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having forgiven everyone. That, it has been revealed, 
ought be our relentless goal. Our inspiration for this ought 
be the loving forgiveness of us by God whom we have 
offended so constantly, and the thought of all he has done 
to take away our debts. Let us pray for the grace to be true 
children of our heavenly Father. 

-- 
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Wednesday of the Third Week of Lent 


Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 119 (118): 133 Let my steps be 
guided by your promise; may evil never rule me. 

Collect Grant, we pray, O Lord, that, schooled through 
Lenten observance and nourished by your word, through 
holy restraint we may be devoted to you with all our heart 
and be ever united in prayer. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Deuteronomy 4:1, 5-9; Psalm 147:12- 
13, 15-16, 19-20; Matthew 5:17-19 

Jesus said to his disciples: “Do not think that I have 
come to abolish the law or the prophets. I have come not 
to abolish but to fulfil. Amen, I say to you, until heaven 
and earth pass away, not the smallest letter or the smallest 
part of a letter will pass from the law, until all things have 
taken place. Therefore, whoever breaks one of the least of 
these commandments and teaches others to do so will be 
called least in the Kingdom of heaven. But whoever obeys 
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and teaches these commandments will be called greatest in 
the Kingdom of heaven. ” (Matthew 5:17-19) 

Obedience There are various ways of 

differentiating man from man. We can distinguish men 
one from another according to their work and careers, or 
according to their accomplishments, or according to their 
popularity and influence among others, or according to 
their physical or intellectual prowess, or whatever. None 
of these are ultimately important differences because of 
themselves they do not touch the true worth of an 
individual. For instance, one person may be of a very 
impressive appearance because of his height, his looks and 
generally confident bearing, enabling him to impose 
himself on a gathering far more than another who is 
diminutive and hesitant. But the impressive one could be 
vain and the other one humble. He could be a poor writer, 
the other magnificent with letters. So let us ask, Is there an 
ultimately important quality which even before God will be 
decisively significant in determining the value of this man 
or that? There is, and it is this: obedience to God. St 
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Thomas Aquinas writes somewhere that holiness consists 
in the constant readiness to do the will of God. That is to 
say, whatever a person may lack, if he has this quality he is 
ultimately rich. He may lack money and possessions, he 
may lack physical wellbeing, he may not be able to point to 
what others would call success in life, he may not be 
intellectually highly endowed, he may never have had 
positions of power and influence, but if he has reached the 
point of being obedient to God then as a man he has 
attained great stature. At the only assessment that finally 
matters — God’s judgment — he will be placed far ahead 
of those who were regarded by the world as his betters. So 
whatever it is that we are aiming at in life in order to gain 
the best for ourselves, the one thing necessary is that we 
aim to subject ourselves entirely to the will of God. 

It is obedience to God and to his holy will that our 
Lord is referring to in today’s Gospel. It is clear from the 
Gospels that our Lord was constantly criticized by his 
enemies the Scribes, the Pharisees and the Sadducees for 
not observing the traditions handed down. He calmly 
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flouted certain prescriptions insisted on by the leaders of 
the people. The people were not to work on the Sabbath 
day, and yet he healed on the Sabbath and did so even in 
the synagogue itself! He allowed his disciples to pick ears 
of corn on the Sabbath when they and he were passing 
through the cornfields. Now in all this, what was our 
Lord’s attitude? As he said to his disciples, “Do not think 
that I have come to abolish the law or the prophets. I have 
come not to abolish but to fulfil. Amen, I say to you, until 
heaven and earth pass away, not the smallest letter or the 
smallest part of a letter will pass from the law, until all 
things have taken place ” (Matthew 5:17-19). Our Lord had 
come to fulfil the law and the prophets in a way and to a 
degree that had never been done before. He was the 
fulfiller of the law and the prophets par excellence, and by 
his life, death and resurrection he made up for the lack of 
fulfilment of the divine law by his own people and by the 
entire human race. He atoned for it all. All those who 
profess to be his disciples — and our Lord in our Gospel 
here is addressing his disciples — must be most careful 
about obedience to the commands of God. Our Lord told 
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the Scribes and the Pharisees that they neglected the 
commands of God and replaced them with their own 
human traditions. Christ’s disciples are to be distinguished 
by obedience to God. Our foremost example of obedience 
is the Mother of Christ who is our mother and model. She 
constantly and from the core of her soul gave herself over 
to obeying God. “Behold the handmaid of the Lord. Be it 
done to me according to your word ”, she told the Angel. 

As we think of our Lord’s uncompromising words 
insisting on obedience to the commands of God, let us 
resolve to make our life’s goal the fulfilment of the will of 
God. God’s will is expressed in the Scriptures, understood 
and explained by the Church. It is expressed in the 
Church’s teaching and guidance. It is expressed to us in 
the dictates of a prudent conscience, formed by the 
Scriptures and the teaching of the Church. Obedience to 
God is the aim of life and it is the message we are called to 
bring to the world. 

-- 
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Thursday of the Third Week of Lent 


Entrance Antiphon I am the salvation of the people, says 
the Lord. Should they cry to me in any distress, I will hear 
them, and I will be their Lord for ever. 

Collect We implore your majesty most humbly, O Lord, 
that, as the feast of our salvation draws ever closer, so we 
may press forward all the more eagerly towards the worthy 
celebration of the Paschal Mystery. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Jeremiah 7:23-28; Psalm 95:1-2, 6-9; 

Luke 11:14-23 

Jesus was driving out a demon that was mute, and 
when the demon had gone out, the mute man spoke and the 
crowds were amazed. Some of them said, “By the power of 
Beelzebul, the prince of demons, he drives out demons. ” 
Others, to test him, asked him for a sign from heaven. But 
he knew their thoughts and said to them, “Every kingdom 
divided against itself will be laid waste and house will fall 
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against house. And if Satan is divided against himself, how 
will his kingdom stand? For you say that it is by Beelzebul 
that I drive out demons. If I, then, drive out demons by 
Beelzebul, by whom do your own people drive them out? 
Therefore they will be your judges. But if it is by the finger 
of God that I drive out demons, then the Kingdom of God 
has come upon you. When a strong man fully armed 
guards his palace, his possessions are safe. But when one 
stronger than he attacks and overcomes him, he takes away 
the armour on which he relied and distributes the spoils. 
Whoever is not with me is against me, and whoever does 
not gather with me scatters. ” (Luke 11:14-23) 

Ordinary duties One of the most powerful ideas 
that suddenly appeared in mid-nineteenth century England 
was that which had been germinating in the mind of Karl 
Marx, and published in his book Das Kapital in 1848. It 
led to the disasters of Communism in the following 
century, and still has something of a following. One still 
sees devotees manning their Marxist stalls at, for instance, 
some Australian universities. Marx drew on aspects of the 
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thought of his fellow German, Hegel. Hegel understood 
reality in terms of an ultimate conflict between what we 
might call the thesis and its antithesis, leading to a 
synthesis which is again denied and negated, and so the 
struggle goes on and on. Endemic conflict is at the root of 
the universe. Marx translated this into a class struggle 
which he saw as resolved in the final triumph of the 
proletariat in a classless society. I am afraid that this can 
be dismissed as having been a futile waste of time, and 
typical of the convolutions of much of German philosophy 
of the Enlightenment and its aftermath. But I mention it 
here as an example of how conflict and struggle has been 
seen in modern philosophical thought as a fundamental key 
to the world. Now, in quite another sense, conflict and 
struggle is indeed a fundamental key to understanding life 
and the world. We know this because our Lord has 
revealed it to be so, but in a sense that too many of our 
German philosophical friends of the past sadly failed to 
appreciate. When God the Son became man he revealed 
that there are two kingdoms in profound conflict. He also 
revealed that victory is assured for the one, and utter defeat 
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is coming for the other. The conflict which lies at the heart 
of the universe is that between the kingdom of God and the 
kingdom of Satan. 

In our Gospel today our Lord drives out a demon from 
a mute person, and his enemies among the crowds 
insinuated that he was able to do this because he was 
actually in collusion with Satan. The absurdity of this 
(even from a tactical point of view) was pointed out by our 
Lord, but a significant element in his reply is his revelation 
about what is ultimately going on. Our Lord describes his 
action against Satan as action against a kingdom. “ Every 
kingdom divided against itself will be laid waste and house 
will fall against house. And if Satan is divided against 
himself how will his kingdom stand? For you say that it is 
by Beelzebul that I drive out demons ” (Luke 11:14-23). So 
Satan’s is a kingdom. It is a kingdom that is being attacked 
by Christ in whom is present another Kingdom, that of 
God: “ But if it is by the finger of God that I drive out 
demons, then the Kingdom of God has come upon you.’’'' 
That the Kingdom of God is far the stronger is also made 
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clear: “ When a strong man fully armed guards his palace, 
his possessions are safe. But when one stronger than he 
attacks and overcomes him, he takes away the armour on 
which he relied and distributes the spoils. Whoever is not 
with me is against me, and whoever does not gather with 
me scatters ” (Luke 11:14-23). So every day whether we 
are aware of it or not, we are in the midst of a cosmic 
struggle involving powers visible and invisible, and that 
struggle is between two armies in battle array. There are 
two great standards held aloft and flying. The one is the 
Standard of Christ, the other the Standard of Satan. Christ 
has entered the lists to save every soul, and Satan is 
determined to thwart this aim. Christ is the Truth, Satan 
the father of lies. Christ is our life, Satan is a murderer 
from the beginning. 

There is indeed a great conflict going on. Let us take 
our stand with Christ and fight with him in the hidden and 
ordinary duties of everyday life, which though hidden and 
ordinary are filled with eternal significance and 
consequences. Our weapons are the weapons which Christ 
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used, and our path is the path he chose to tread. That path 
is the path to Calvary, and its result is the Resurrection and 
glory in heaven. That is the upshot of the struggle that is at 
the heart of the world. 
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Friday of the Third Week of Lent 


Entrance Antiphon Ps 86 (85): 8, 10 Among the gods 
there is none like you, O Lord, for you are great and do 
marvellous deeds; you alone are God. 

Collect Pour your grace into our hearts, we pray, O Lord, 
that we may be constantly drawn away from unruly desires 
and obey by your own gift the heavenly teaching you give 
us. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives 
and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. Prayer over the Offerings Look 
with favour, we pray, Lord, on the offerings we dedicate, 
that they may be pleasing in your sight and always be 
salutary for us. Through Christ our Lord. 

Scripture today : Hosea 14:2-10; Psalm 81:6c-1 lab, 14, 17; 

Mark 12:28-34 

One of the scribes came to Jesus and asked him, 
“Which is the first of all the commandments?” Jesus 
replied, “The first is this: Hear, O Israel! The Lord our 
God is Lord alone! You shall love the Lord your God with 
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all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and 
with all your strength. The second is this: You shall love 
your neighbour as yourself. There is no other 
commandment greater than these. ” The scribe said to him, 
“Well said, teacher. You are right in saying, He is One 
and there is no other than he. And to love him with all 
your heart, with all your understanding, with all your 
strength, and to love your neighbour as yourself is worth 
more than all burnt offerings and sacrifices. ” And when 
Jesus saw that he answered with understanding, he said to 
him, “You are not far from the Kingdom of God. ” And no 
one dared to ask him any more questions. (Mark 12:28-34) 

Jesus Christ This is a beautiful and powerful 
passage. In it we have the words of our Lord giving us the 
essence of what revealed religion requires of man. Perhaps 
without it having been revealed, man would not have 
realized that his attitude to God is to be one of total love. 
At the root of this is the revelation of God’s love for him 
— and this would have been exceedingly difficult for man 
to realize without it having been revealed. In the history of 
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religions and of human thought there have been various 
images of God or the gods. He has been imagined as 
distant, aloof, as threatening, as useful, as near and as one 
to be propitiated and petitioned, but rarely has he been 
considered as boundlessly loving with a disinterested love. 
God’s love is disinterested in the sense that he will love us 
whatever be our response, but in another sense it is 
intensely interested. That is to say, God has a personal 
interest in our love for him. He wants us to love him 
totally, and it is this command that our Lord refers to in 
today’s Gospel passage. Pope Benedict XVI pointed out in 
his first Encyclical and on other occasions that there is a 
sense in which God’s love is eros. That is to say, his love 
involves desire on his part — he desires our love. But of 
course, if we do not give it, he still will love us and in this 
sense his love is agape, or disinterested love. Because God 
loves us so much, just as a perfect husband loves his 
spouse and wants her to love him, so he wants us to love 
him as perfectly as we can in return. That is to say, the 
first of all the commands revealed by God, the one that is 
the greatest, is “Hear, O Israel! The Lord our God is Lord 


-483 - 



alone! You shall love the Lord your God with all your 
heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all 
your strength. The second is this: You shall love your 
neighbour as yourself.” That is our Lord’s teaching. 

Let us admire the sublimity of our Lord’s teaching 
and contemplate his Person as the embodiment of it. He is 
asked in our passage today what is the first commandment 
of the Law, and he gives the answer — and he is the One 
who has come to fulfil the Law. But let us consider 
another aspect of our Lord’s response to the question, an 
aspect that so impressed the questioner. It is our Lord’s 
knowledge and wisdom. The scribe who presented this 
question to him was asking something that puzzled so 
many of the best scribes of the Law. Among the plethora 
of commands that filled the Old Testament and in 
particular the Torah, Which was the greatest and the first! 
The question was asked of our Lord, and his answer came 
immediately and with such clarity that it could not but 
impress the scribe who asked it. “The scribe said to him, 
‘Well said, teacher. You are right in saying, He is One and 
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there is no other than he. And to love him with all your 
heart, with all your understanding, with all your strength, 
and to love your neighbour as yourself is worth more than 
all burnt offerings and sacrifices'A This scene is yet 
another instance of what the crowds said of our Lord, that 
he taught with authority and not like the scribes. He was 
full of wisdom and truth. St John writes at the beginning 
of his Gospel that the Law came through Moses but grace 
and truth came through Jesus Christ. We see how calmly 
and with full authority our Lord commends the scribe for 
his comment on the answer he had given. “And when Jesus 
saw that he answered with understanding, he said to him, 
‘You are not far from the Kingdom of God. ’ And no one 
dared to ask him any more questions ” (Mark 12:28-34). 
Our Lord is the Master of all, the fount of wisdom, the 
embodiment and the source of all truth. 

Let us place ourselves in the presence of Jesus in a 
spirit of prayer, hearing his words and contemplating the 
grandeur of his Person. He is the perfect Man, the one in 
whom the Father is well pleased. He loves the Father with 
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all his mind, heart and soul, and he understands all there is 
to know. He is the perfect Man, and he is God. He gives 
to those who ask him all that is needed to attain the 
holiness planned for us by God. 

-- 
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Saturday of the Third Week of Lent 


Entrance Antiphon Bless the Lord, O my soul, and never 
forget all his benefits; it is he who forgives all your sins. 

Collect Rejoicing in this annual celebration of our Lenten 
observance, we pray, O Lord, that, with our hearts set on 
the paschal mysteries, we may be gladdened by their full 
effects. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Hosea 6:1-6; Psalm 51:3-4, 18-21ab; 

Luke 18:9-14 

Jesus addressed this parable to those who were 
convinced of their own righteousness and despised 
everyone else. “Two people went up to the temple area to 
pray; one was a Pharisee and the other was a tax collector. 
The Pharisee took up his position and spoke this prayer to 
himself, ‘O God, I thank you that I am not like the rest of 
humanity — greedy, dishonest, adulterous or even like this 
tax collector. I fast twice a week, and I pay tithes on my 
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whole income. ’ But the tax collector stood off at a distance 
and would not even raise his eyes to heaven but beat his 
breast and prayed, ‘O God, be merciful to me a sinner. ’ I 
tell you, the latter went home justified, not the former; for 
everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and the one 
who humbles himself will be exalted. ” (Luke 18:9-14) 

The Publican In the collection of his Sermon Notes 
— which is a published book of sermon points preached 
during his Catholic years — Cardinal Newman states that 
the prayer of the publican in this parable of today expresses 
the essence of religion. In various of his other writings 
Newman makes the point that the best expression of the 
religion of a person enlightened as to his sinfulness, is an 
acknowledgement of his sinfulness and an appeal to God 
for mercy. It is this faith in God’s loving mercy, and not in 
his own deeds, that will save him. So in Newman’s 
account, man is saved by faith, and this faith involves a 
sense of personal sin and trust in the mercy of God. Our 
Gospel passage today (Luke 18:9-14) is important because 
in its parable our Lord tells us that the publican “ went 
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home justified, and not the formed ’. The one went away 
saved, the other remained in his sins. The Pharisee placed 
his faith in himself, and in doing so had no contact with 
God. He, blind to his sins, remained alienated from God. 
The publican cast himself on the mercy of God, and in 
doing so went beyond himself and was reconciled with 
God. The wonderful good news of the Gospel is that in his 
mercy God will and does pardon us if we turn back to him. 
God is revealed as rich in mercy, and so our appeal for 
mercy is not just a leap of blind trust. Revelation teaches 
us that we have every reason to entrust ourselves to God 
even though we are sinners. The message of the Church is, 
be reconciled with God even though you are a sinner. If 
you go to him acknowledging your sins and asking for 
reconciliation, he will indeed embrace you. The faith of 
the sinner who asks God for mercy is well founded because 
it is based on actual revelation. 

The whole of our Lord’s Person and ministry revealed 
this fundamental pattern. He continually showed forth the 
mercy of God, healing the sick, casting out demons from 
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those possessed, raising the dead, calling sinners to 
friendship with God and with him, and preaching the good 
news of the Kingdom to those desirous of receiving it. It 
was a vast errand of mercy, and such is the God who 
revealed himself to sinful man. God shows his almighty 
power precisely in his work of mercy. But the special 
object of the divine mercy is not just the materially 
afflicted. It is especially the sinner because sin is the 
greatest affliction of all. God sent his Son to take away the 
sin of the world, and John the Baptist pointed out our Lord 
to his disciples as the Lamb of God who takes away the sin 
of the world. There was no length to which God was not 
prepared to go to do this, and the Passion and Death of 
Jesus his Son is the great icon and evidence of God’s 
merciful love. The publican in our Lord’s parable was not 
uttering a Christian prayer, for he did not know Christ. But 
we do. We know the full extent of God’s mercy through 
our knowledge of Christ and so we can with even greater 
reason appeal to the mercy of God. So then, one of our 
most favourite prayers ought be that of the publican, but 
said with a new and higher meaning: “O God, be merciful 
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to me, a sinner ” (Luke 18:9-14). If the publican had reason 
to be conscious of his sins, how much more do we have 
reason to be conscious of our sins, we who have come to 
know the love of the Father in Christ. If the publican 
appealed to the mercy of God, how much more have we 
reason to appeal to the divine mercy? 

How wonderful it is that so much of our Lord’s 
teaching is contained, not in abstract discourse, but in 
storiesl The story our Lord told of the Pharisee and the 
Publican both praying in the temple shows us what brings 
us to God and what does not. St Paul writes in one of his 
Letters: “Be reconciled to God 7” The publican was 
reconciled to God, while the Pharisee was not. Let our 
prayer be like that of the publican, full of a contrite sense 
of sin and yet full of trust in the divine mercy. 

-- 
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Fourth Sunday of Lent 


Entrance Antiphon Cf. Is 66: 10-11 Rejoice, Jerusalem, 
and all who love her. Be joyful, all who were in mourning; 
exult and be satisfied at her consoling breast. 

Collect O God, who through your Word reconcile the 
human race to yourself in a wonderful way, grant, we pray, 
that with prompt devotion and eager faith the Christian 
people may hasten toward the solemn celebrations to come. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Joshua 5:9a, 10-12; Psalm 34:2-7; 2 
Corinthians 5:17-21; Luke 15:1-3, 11-32 

Tax collectors and sinners were all drawing near to 
listen to Jesus, but the Pharisees and scribes began to 
complain, saying, “This man welcomes sinners and eats 
with them. ” So to them Jesus addressed this parable: “A 
man had two sons, and the younger son said to his father, 
‘Father give me the share of your estate that should come 
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to me. ’ So the father divided the property between them. 
After a few days, the younger son collected all his 
belongings and set off to a distant country where he 
squandered his inheritance on a life of dissipation. When 
he had freely spent everything, a severe famine struck that 
country, and he found himself in dire need. So he hired 
himself out to one of the local citizens who sent him to his 
farm to tend the swine. And he longed to eat his fill of the 
pods on which the swine fed, but nobody gave him any. 
Coming to his senses he thought, ‘How many of my father’s 
hired workers have more than enough food to eat, but here 
am I, dying from hunger. I shall get up and go to my father 
and I shall say to him, “Father, I have sinned against 
heaven and against you. I no longer deserve to be called 
your son; treat me as you would treat one of your hired 
workers. ” ‘ So he got up and went back to his father. While 
he was still a long way off, his father caught sight of him, 
and was filled with compassion. He ran to his son, 
embraced him and kissed him. His son said to him, 
‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you; I 
no longer deserve to be called your son. ’ But his father 
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ordered his servants, ‘Quickly bring the finest robe and put 
it on him; put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. 
Take the fattened calf and slaughter it. Then let us 
celebrate with a feast, because this son of mine was dead, 
and has come to life again; he was lost, and has been 
found. ’ Then the celebration began. Now the older son had 
been out in the field and, on his way back, as he neared the 
house, he heard the sound of music and dancing. He 
called one of the servants and asked what this might mean. 
The servant said to him, ‘Your brother has returned and 
your father has slaughtered the fattened calf because he 
has him back safe and sound. ’ He became angry, and when 
he refused to enter the house, his father came out and 
pleaded with him. He said to his father in reply, ‘Look, all 
these years I served you and not once did I disobey your 
orders; yet you never gave me even a young goat to feast 
on with my friends. But when your son returns who 
swallowed up your property with prostitutes, for him you 
slaughter the fattened calf. ’ He said to him, ‘My son, you 
are here with me always; everything I have is yours. But 
now we must celebrate and rejoice, because your brother 
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was dead and has come to life again; he was lost and has 
been found. (Luke 15:1-3, 11-32) 

Mercy The parable which makes up today’s Gospel 
is usually called the Parable of the Prodigal Son. This 
stands to reason because most of the focus is on the 
younger dissolute son who finally returned to his very 
indulgent father. This focus reflects that of our Lord 
himself in the actual Gospel scene, for his focus was on the 
tax collectors and sinners who “ were all drawing near to 
listen to Jesus". Moreover, they do not just happen to draw 
near to him, but, as the scribes and Pharisees complain, 
Jesus “ welcomes sinners and eats with them .” Our Lord 
was preoccupied with the tax collectors and sinners and he 
loved to have them come to him and be with him. Hence it 
is that the focus of the parable is on the sinful and dissolute 
son who squandered all that his father in his goodness gave 
him. But of course the parable is occasioned by the 
complaint of the Pharisees and scribes not about the tax 
collectors and the sinners, but about Jesus himself. They 
complained about his attitude to sinners. He welcomed 
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them and associated with them, the implication being that 
what he was doing was most unlike the attitude of the 
all-holy and sinless God. Perhaps part of the hostility they 
felt was due to the fact that our Lord was not courting them 
— rather, he was courting the “sinners.” We have here at 
play two very different images of the all-holy God who 
requires that we seek holiness - that of the Pharisees and 
that of Jesus. “Be holy, for I am holy”, God says in the Old 
Testament. The surprise of the New Testament is that God 
is revealed by Jesus as a God who seeks out to save those 
who are lost, fie does not simply command and then 
condemn the blameworthy, fie is not simply all-holy in a 
distant transcendence, near but altogether beyond. No, he 
also hastens in love to the afflicted and the lost. 

The holiness of God is not the holiness of a Master 
but rather of a Father. The characteristic image of holiness 
we ought have is that of the father in the parable running to 
his son to embrace him. That is what holiness is like: it is a 
running in love to embrace the afflicted person. The 
greatest affliction in the universe is the universal affliction 
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of sin, and it has brought death and mayhem to every nook 
and cranny of the human condition. God has come running 
to help us and to take away our sin. He has been like the 
father in the parable who, while his son was still a long 
way off, “ caught sight of him, and was filled with 
compassion. He ran to his son, embraced him and kissed 
him ” (Luke 15:1-3, 11-32). That is the pattern played out 
in salvation history. God called Abraham and his plan was 
that through him “< 2 // the families of the earth ” would be 
blessed. He revealed himself to Moses and sent him to 
bring the children of Israel out of slavery to the promised 
land. He established a unique covenant with his people. 
As the prophets taught, he was a Husband to his people. 
Finally he sent his Son to take upon his shoulders the 
burden of the world’s sin. By his death and resurrection he 
expiated for it all and opened the gates of heaven to sinful 
man. This is the one true God, the God who stands 
revealed in the Person of Jesus Christ, his divine Son made 
man. All those who wish to be his children, all those who 
wish to participate in the work that God has done and 
continues to do, must join with Christ in loving sinful 
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humanity and endeavouring in him to reclaim man from his 
sin. If we wish to belong to Christ we too must be found 
welcoming sinners and eating with them, knowing that we 
are to be counted among them. 

What our parable today teaches us is that God is love. 
The world and its religions may well concur with this, 
while at the same time failing to realize it. If we say that 
God is love, a love that is compassionate and merciful, we 
shall be found conducting a jihad - not against those we 
consider to be “tax collectors and sinners ”, but against our 
own sinfulness. Our jihad will be against the tendency in 
ourselves to be like the elder son. Christ is the image of 
the unseen God, and he who sees him sees the Father. 
Christ welcoming sinners and eating with them is the 
revelation of what the Father has done to us, and of what 
he wants us to do to others. 

-- 
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Monday of the Fourth Week of Lent 


Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 31 (30):7-8 As for me, I trust in 
the Lord. Let me be glad and rejoice in your mercy, for 
you have seen my affliction. 

Collect O God, who renew the world through mysteries 
beyond all telling, grant, we pray, that your Church may be 
guided by your eternal design and not be deprived of your 
help in this present age. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Isaiah 65:17-21; Psalm 30:2, 4-6, ll-13b; 

John 4:43-54 

After the two days he left for Galilee. (Now Jesus 
himself had pointed out that a prophet has no honour in his 
own country.) When he arrived in Galilee, the Galileans 
welcomed him. They had seen all that he had done in 
Jerusalem at the Passover Feast, for they also had been 
there. Once more he visited Cana in Galilee, where he had 
turned the water into wine. And there was a certain royal 


- 499 - 



official whose son lay sick at Capernaum. When this man 
heard that Jesus had arrived in Galilee from Judea, he 
went to him and begged him to come and heal his son, who 
was close to death. Unless you people see miraculous 
signs and wonders, Jesus told him, you will never believe. 
The royal official said, Sir, come down before my child 
dies. Jesus replied, You may go. Your son will live. The 
man took Jesus at his word and departed. While he was 
still on the way, his servants met him with the news that his 
boy was living. When he enquired as to the time when his 
son got better, they said to him, The fever left him 
yesterday at the seventh hour. Then the father realised that 
this was the exact time at which Jesus had said to him, 
Your son will live. So he and all his household believed. 
This was the second miraculous sign that Jesus performed, 
having come from Judea to Galilee. (John 4:43-54) 

Faith At the heart of our Gospel passage today lies 
the issue around which, in the sight of God, the prospects 
of man and the world hinge: faith in the Person of Jesus. 
This is the central issue of the life both of individuals and 
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of the whole of humanity. In the opening sentence of our 
passage St John refers to it, observing in parenthesis that 
“Jesus himself had pointed out that a prophet has no 
honour in his own country.’’'' This detail by John illustrates 
our Lord’s constant preoccupation and perspective: will 
people have faith in him? The tragedy of many in “his own 
country ” was that this faith was not forthcoming. It was on 
faith that salvation hinged. Our Lord looked for more than 
just numbers of people coming to him for healings. This is 
illustrated in what our Lord said to the royal official who 
approached him with the request that he come and heal his 
son who was close to death. “ Unless you people see 
miraculous signs and wonders, Jesus told him, you will 
never believe .” Our Lord was looking for a faith in him that 
did not depend on their seeing “ signs and wonders .” An 
obvious example of the faith he was looking for is shown 
in the instances given in the Gospels of the call of his first 
disciples. They did not see signs and wonders — rather, 
they met and came to know the Person of Jesus. In the 
same Gospel of St John from which our passage today is 
drawn, we read in the first chapter how John the Baptist 
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pointed Jesus out to two of his disciples. They left John 
and began to follow Jesus. Our Lord stopped, turned, and 
invited them to accompany him. They stayed with him the 
rest of that day and they believed. The next day Andrew 
went to his brother Simon and told him that they had found 
the Messiah. Our Lord called on Philip to follow him, and 
the same thing happened. Philip went to Nathanael and 
told him they had found the Messiah. There were as yet no 
signs and wonders: the first of our Lord’s signs was 
worked after this, at Cana. This is the faith our Lord is 
looking for — one that may be greatly helped by signs and 
wonders, but not dependent on them. 

As it turns out, the royal official who approached our 
Lord in our Gospel passage today (John 4:43-54) had true 
faith. To our Lord’s challenge that he would not believe 
unless he saw signs and wonders he simply responds, Lord, 
answer my prayer. Come down before my child dies. Our 
Lord tells him to go home, for his child will live, and we 
read that he believed the word of Jesus and went. He did 
not see anything there and then to confirm our Lord’s 
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power, but he believed his mere word. He had faith in 
what our Lord said, and on his way home news was 
brought to him that his son had recovered. The upshot was 
that he and his household believed. It is to be hoped that 
the man and his household persevered in their belief and 
became active members of the early Church. But there is a 
further detail about this man and his family. Not only is he 
shown in our Gospel passage as an example of true faith in 
Jesus, but he is a reminder that all, from any and all walks 
of life, are called to faith. The man was a “royal officials 
We are not told to what court it was that he pertained. 
Perhaps it was the court of Herod. We are told in the 
Gospels that the wife of one of Herod’s stewards was 
among our Lord’s disciples. She assisted the apostolic 
band out of her means. Elsewhere in the Gospel we read of 
a centurion whose faith our Lord highly praised. He turned 
to the crowd and said that he had not seen its equal in all of 
Israel. Our Lord’s disciples came from tax collectors and 
very ordinary folk, but also from court officials, the likes of 
Nicodemus a Pharisee, and Joseph of Arimathea, a member 
of the Sanhedrin. The detail that our man in today’s 
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Gospel was a royal official reminds us that all men are 
called to faith in Jesus. It also reminds us that the presence 
of believing Christians in all walks of life is as God means 
it to be. It means that the work of witnessing to Jesus is to 
be carried on at every level of society. The Church, 
consisting as it does of Christ’s Faithful, is made present in 
all spheres of society by the presence of her members. 
Through their witness Christ is made present there. 

Let us cherish our gift of faith and let us nourish our 
faith in the Person of Jesus, contemplating him day by day 
in prayer and spiritual reading. To this faith in Jesus and 
closeness to him all are called, whatever be their position 
or work in the life of society. Just before he ascended into 
heaven, he commanded his disciples to go to the whole 
world and make disciples of all the nations. Whoever 
believed would be saved. Faith in Jesus is the heart of life, 
and the mission of the Church and therefore of all of us is 
to bring the Christian faith to every facet of society. 

-- 
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Tuesday of the Fourth Week of Lent 


Entrance Antiphon Cf. Is 55: 1 All who are thirsty, come 
to the waters, says the Lord. Though you have no money, 
come and drink with joy. 

Collect May the venerable exercises of holy devotion 
shape the hearts of your faithful, O Lord, to welcome 
worthily the Paschal Mystery and proclaim the praises of 
your salvation. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Ezechiel 47:1-9, 12; Psalm 46:2-3,5-6,8-9; 

John 5:1-16 

There was a feast of the Jews, and Jesus went up to 
Jerusalem. Now there is in Jerusalem at the Sheep Gate a 
pool called in Hebrew Bethesda, with five porticoes. In 
these lay a large number of ill, blind, lame, and crippled. 
One man was there who had been ill for thirty-eight years. 
When Jesus saw him lying there and knew that he had been 
ill for a long time, he said to him, “Do you want to be 
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well? ” The sick man answered him, “Sir, I have no one to 
put me into the pool when the water is stirred up; while I 
am on my way, someone else gets down there before me. ” 
Jesus said to him, “Rise, take up your mat, and walk. ” 
Immediately the man became well, took up his mat, and 
walked. Now that day was a sabbath. So the Jews said to 
the man who was cured, “It is the sabbath, and it is not 
lawful for you to carry your mat. ” He answered them, 
“The man who made me well told me, ‘Take up your mat 
and walk.’” They asked him, “Who is the man who told 
you, ‘Take it up and walk’?” The man who was healed did 
not know who it was, for Jesus had slipped away, since 
there was a crowd there. After this Jesus found him in the 
temple area and said to him, “Look, you are well; do not 
sin any more, so that nothing worse may happen to you. ” 
The man went and told the Jews that Jesus was the one 
who had made him well. Therefore, the Jews began to 
persecute Jesus because he did this on a sabbath. (John 
5:1-16) 
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The Spirit There is a detail in our Gospel passage 
today that repays some reflection. Our scene places us 
with Jesus and the crippled man at the Sheep Gate in 
Jerusalem. Our Lord saw him lying there and St John tells 
us that he knew he had been ill for a long time. Let us 
begin by speculating on this a little. Perhaps St John was 
in our Lord’s company while this was happening, and 
perhaps our Lord mentioned to him that the crippled man 
had been ill there for thirty-eight years. Perhaps our Lord 
had seen the crippled man at the Sheep Gate as a boy when 
he began to accompany his parents every year to the 
Temple in Jerusalem. Maybe Mary or Joseph had told him 
that the man had been there for a few years already. Who 
knows! In any case our Lord shows his interest in him and 
is familiar with his history, even though prior to this they 
had not met. The detail we ought notice, though, is that 
our Lord stopped in front of him and asked him an 
important question. It was, “Do you want to be well?” 
Why did our Lord ask him this? It may be that the man 
had by then given up on being well, and had lost his 
instinctive desire to do anything much with his life. The 


- 507 - 



answer he gave our Lord looks like an excuse for making 
little effort. Whatever about that speculation, our Lord 
asked the question, and so the question is important. 
Having asked the question and having received something 
of an interested and affirmative answer, our Lord proceeds 
to cure him. Our Lord need not have stopped to cure this 
man, but he did. It was a spontaneous act of compassion 
and power for an individual in need which transformed the 
man’s physical life. We do not get the impression that it 
led to any particular loyalty towards Jesus on the man’s 
part, and he seems even to have helped our Lord’s enemies, 
the Jewish authorities, a little. Having been helped by 
Jesus, he vanishes from the story. But the detail that is 
worth considering is that our Lord’s contact with him 
began with this very specific question. 

“When Jesus saw him lying there and knew that he 
had been ill for a long time, he said to him, ‘Do you want 
to be well (John 5:1-16). The living risen Jesus notices 
each one of us too. In fact, he is constantly observing each 
of us every moment of our lives, for we are in his hands. 
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The same Jesus who addressed himself to this sick person 
whom he knew to have been ill for a long time and who 
perhaps lacked much of the will to be in full health, 
addresses himself to each of us. This same Jesus who is 
the Saviour of the world, the one Redeemer of man, the 
only way to the Father and the source of the gift of the 
Spirit of God to sinful and broken humanity, this Jesus 
directs the same question to each of us: “Do you want to be 
well St Paul tells us in one of his Letters that before the 
foundation of the world, God chose each of us in Christ to 
be holy and full of love in his sight, fie sent his Son to 
become man like us and to redeem us from our fallen and 
wounded condition, ffe offers each of us the riches of what 
he has done, and he sees each of us lying in our spiritually 
debilitated condition. The question is, do we want what 
God has to offer? Do we want to drink of the living water, 
the water which St John in his Gospel tells us is the ffoly 
Spirit, that water which when we receive it will become a 
spring inside us welling up to eternal life? As our Lord 
said to the Samaritan woman at Jacob’s well, “If you only 
knew what God is offering ”. It is said that the sister of St 
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Thomas Aquinas once asked him what is required for a 
person to be a saint. He is reputed to have said, “You need 
to want it!” We need to want what God wants to give us. 
Our Lord never forced his benefits on others — a reading 
of the Gospels suggests that when it came to cures, he 
generally waited to be asked. In our case here, he first of all 
asked the man if he wanted to be well. 

The great blessing which the Holy Spirit brings us is 
the real possibility of personal sanctity in Christ. But we 
must want it. We must have a great desire for holiness. We 
must want to make Christ our Lord and Master, our true 
Friend. That has to be the choice of our life, and Christ 
when he passes by will not force himself on us. Let us then 
hear his question as directed to us, “do you want to be well 
— truly well? That is, do you want to be well in the way 
God wants you to be well?” Let us hear that question 
every day, and let us resolve to answer it with vigour, 
choosing to make Christ our way, our truth and our life. 

-- 
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Wednesday of the Fourth Week of Lent C-l 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 69 (68): 14 I pray to you, O Lord, 
for a time of your favour. In your great mercy, answer me, 
O God, with your salvation that never fails. 

Collect O God, who reward the merits of the just and 
offer pardon to sinners who do penance, have mercy, we 
pray, on those who call upon you, that the admission of our 
guilt may serve to obtain your pardon for our sins. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Isaiah 49:8-15; Psalm 144; John 5:17-30 

Jesus said to them, “My Father is always working and 
I, too, am working. ” For this reason the Jews tried all the 
harder to kill him; for not only was he breaking the 
Sabbath, but he was even calling God his own Father, 
making himself equal to God. Jesus gave them this 
answer: “I tell you the truth, the Son can do nothing by 
himself; he can do only what he sees his Father doing, 
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because whatever the Father does the Son also does. For 
the Father loves the Son and shows him all he does. Yes, 
to your amazement he will show him even greater things 
than these. For just as the Father raises the dead and 
gives them life, even so the Son gives life to whom he is 
pleased to give it. Moreover, the Father judges no-one, but 
has entrusted all judgment to the Son, that all may honour 
the Son just as they honour the Father. He who does not 
honour the Son does not honour the Father, who sent him. 
I tell you the truth, whoever hears my word and believes 
him who sent me has eternal life and will not be 
condemned; he has crossed over from death to life. I tell 
you the truth, a time is coming and has now come when the 
dead will hear the voice of the Son of God and those who 
hear will live. For as the Father has life in himself, so he 
has granted the Son to have life in himself. And he has 
given him authority to judge because he is the Son of Man. 
Do not be amazed at this, for a time is coming when all 
who are in their graves will hear his voice and come out — 
those who have done good will rise to live, and those who 
have done evil will rise to be condemned. By myself I can 
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do nothing; I judge only as I hear, and my judgment is just 
for I seek not my own will but the will of the one who sent 
me.” (John 5:17-30) 

Father, Son and Spirit If we compare the 

ministry of John the Baptist with that of Jesus Christ, one 
notable difference is the response of the religious 
authorities to each. They did not pursue John the Baptist 
nor attempt to prosecute him, even though they (so it 
seems, from our Lord’s words) refused him their credence 
and treated him in a way they should not have. It was not 
the religious leaders but Herod, the civil leader, who put 
him to death. In our Lord’s case, the religious leaders 
reached the point of determining to destroy him, though 
various ones among them were his secret disciples. The 
civil authorities came in on the matter only under pressure 
from the religious authorities. Pilate could see that this 
innocent Man stood before him only because of the 
jealousy of the religious authorities. He had done nothing 
wrong. An immediate cause of this implacable opposition 
was his disregard of their prescriptions regarding the 
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Sabbath rest. The institution of the Sabbath was one of the 
most notable features of the Jewish religion. When 
confronted with the popularly-recognized authority of 
Jesus, they felt threatened in their leadership and in the 
religious regime they sustained. This was so, even though 
it is obvious from the Gospels themselves that our Lord 
insisted on great respect for the Mosaic Law. For instance, 
he commanded the lepers whom he cleansed to go and 
show themselves to the priests, as Moses had commanded. 
But there was a greater reason for their opposition to him 
than the question of the interpretation of the Sabbath rest. 
Christ displayed unprecedented power over nature and the 
underworld, and the populace recognized his great 
holiness. JJe was a great prophet raised up by God. But 
what made the situation altogether unique and serious was 
his claims as to his own person. JJe claimed to be not only 
the Messiah, but the natural Son of God. Yahweh God was 
his own Father, unmistakably implying that he shared the 
very nature of God. We see this especially in his trial, 
during which it all came to a head. Our Lord had allowed 
himself to fall into their hands in order to bear witness 
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solemnly to the truth about himself before the highest 
representatives of the chosen people of God. In the Gospel 
of St Luke, they ask him, Are you, therefore, the Son of 
God? 7 am, he replied — at which they condemned him to 
death (Luke 22: 70-71). It is the same in Mark (14: 61-64) 
and the same in Matthew (26: 63-66). 

One of the aims which St John set himself in writing 
his Gospel was to bring out more prominently and in 
greater detail this feature of the public teaching of Jesus 
Christ than had the three Synoptic Gospels. One of the 
gains in biblical scholarship over the past century is the 
greater awareness of the distinctive aims and teachings of 
each of the Gospels. Each inspired author has his 
purposes. While one Gospel will have our Lord looking 
around on the scribes and Pharisees “in anger ” after 
challenging them to answer his question about assisting a 
needy person on the Sabbath, St Luke will drop the phrase 
“in anger.” It does not fit in to his purpose, and perhaps he 
felt it would be misunderstood. There are many teachings 
of Jesus Christ given in the Synoptic Gospels (Matthew, 
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Mark and Luke) including his divine Sonship. But they do 
not give what we might call extensive statements by our 
Lord of his relationship with his heavenly Father, nor does 
he speak extensively on the Person of the Holy Spirit. The 
Father and the Holy Spirit are manifested — as in Christ’s 
baptism and elsewhere — but other things are given equal 
or even greater prominence. It seems that St John set out 
to highlight certain central doctrines much more amply 
than had the Synoptics, and he did not bother with others. 
In his chapter 6 he reports our Lord’s words on the Holy 
Eucharist far more fully than any of the Synoptics. In the 
Last Supper he gives what is perhaps the longest discourse 
of our Lord’s in any of the Gospels, slightly exceeding 
even Matthew’s Sermon on the Mount, but the institution 
of the Eucharist is not formally mentioned - it is presumed. 
This had been covered by the other Gospels. Rather, he 
reports our Lord’s words on brotherly love, on the person 
and mission of the Holy Spirit, his long prayer to his 
heavenly Father, and so forth. John had his distinctive 
purposes in writing his Gospel, and one of them was to 
bring out the mystery of the most holy Trinity — one God 


- 516 - 



in three divine Persons, Father, Son and Spirit. Our Gospel 
passage today is one of those precious presentations of our 
Lord’s words on his relationship with his heavenly Father. 
He is equal to God, for he is God — not the Father, for he 
is the Son. But as the Son he is God, “ because whatever 
the Father does the Son also does.” 

The doctrine of the holy Trinity is a stunning mystery, 
revealed by Jesus Christ. For “just as the Father raises the 
dead and gives them life, even so the Son gives life to 
whom he is pleased to give it. Moreover, the Father judges 
no-one, but has entrusted all judgment to the Son ”. Again, 
“as the Father has life in himself, so he has granted the 
Son to have life in himself. And he has given him authority 
to judge because he is the Son of Man” (John 5:17-30). 
Jesus Christ went to his death bearing witness to his divine 
Sonship, the doctrine that the full being of God is to be 
found in his own Person, just as it is found in the Person of 
his heavenly Father, the two being distinct as Persons, one 
in Being. His accusers did not know it, but he had also 
revealed to his Apostles that the Holy Spirit, too, is a third 
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divine Person — equal to the Father and the Son, one in 
being as they. Let us receive in undying faith this truth, 
marvel at the mystery, and live it out in our lives. 

-- 
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Thursday of the Fourth Week of Lent 


Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 105 (104): 3-4 Let the hearts 
that seek the Lord rejoice; turn to the Lord and his strength; 
constantly seek his face. 

Collect We invoke your mercy in humble prayer, O Lord, 
that you may cause us, your servants, corrected by penance 
and schooled by good works, to persevere sincerely in your 
commands and come safely to the paschal festivities. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Exodus 32:7-14; Psalm 106:19-23; 

John 5:31-47 

If I testify about myself my testimony is not valid. 
There is another who testifies in my favour, and I know that 
his testimony about me is valid. You have sent to John and 
he has testified to the truth. Not that I accept human 
testimony; but I mention it that you may be saved. John 
was a lamp that burned and gave light, and you chose for a 
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time to enjoy his light. I have testimony weightier than that 
of John. For the very work that the Father has given me to 
finish, and which I am doing, testifies that the Father has 
sent me. And the Father who sent me has himself testified 
concerning me. You have never heard his voice nor seen 
his form, nor does his word dwell in you, for you do not 
believe the one he sent. You diligently study the Scriptures 
because you think that by them you possess eternal life. 
These are the Scriptures that testify about me, yet you 
refuse to come to me to have life. I do not accept praise 
from men, but I know you. I know that you do not have the 
love of God in your hearts. I have come in my Father’s 
name, and you do not accept me; but if someone else comes 
in his own name, you will accept him. How can you 
believe if you accept praise from one another, yet make no 
effort to obtain the praise that comes from the only God? 
But do not think I will accuse you before the Father. Your 
accuser is Moses, on whom your hopes are set. If you 
believed Moses, you would believe me, for he wrote about 
me. But since you do not believe what he wrote, how are 
you going to believe what I say? (John 5:31-47) 
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The witness to Jesus On one occasion our Lord 
was approached by the leaders of the Jews and was asked 
for a sign that would prove his credentials to them. Our 
Lord’s response? He heaved a great sigh from the heart 
and said that it was a wicked generation that asked for a 
sign. Their refusal to believe in him, he in effect said, was 
due not to a lack of signs but to a great moral fault of their 
heart. The only sign that would be given them — at least 
there and then — was the sign of Jonah. Jonah preached 
and the Ninevites repented. Then Jesus left them without 
giving them the sign they had demanded. On another 
occasion our Lord was approached by the leaders after he 
had cleansed the Temple and was asked by them by what 
authority he had set himself up to do these things. He 
countered by asking them where John’s authority had come 
from — implying that John had given prophetic testimony 
about him. On a different occasion when speaking to his 
own disciples, he appealed to them to consider the works 
he had done, if they found faith in his mere word difficult. 
In our Gospel passage today our Lord refers to various 
testimonies to him beyond his own word. There is, he said, 
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John — John the Baptist. “You have sent to John and he 
has testified to the truth. Not that I accept human 
testimony; but I mention it that you may be saved. John 
was a lamp that burned and gave light, and you chose for a 
time to enjoy his light.” The implication here is that John’s 
testimony to Jesus was known by the leaders — and it may 
therefore be that John the Baptist testified to Jesus in the 
presence of the leaders directly. But our Lord has greater 
testimonies to his person than John. His own works 
abundantly testify to him — his miracles, his teaching and 
all that he did. On one occasion John, while in prison, had 
sent his disciples to Jesus to ask if he was the One long 
promised. Our Lord told them to tell John what they had 
seen: the blind, lame and the sick were healed and the poor 
had the good news told them. So our Lord was directing 
John to look at what he was doing. His own work clearly 
testified to him. So there was the witness of John and the 
witness of his works. 

But there was more. “The Father who sent me has 
himself testified concerning me.” It is not immediately 
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clear what our Lord is referring to here. There was the 
public witness of the Father at our Lord’s baptism, and 
perhaps this had become more publicly known. Perhaps 
our Lord is referring partially to his astounding miracles 
which proved that the Father was with him. Perhaps our 
Lord is also referring to the constant awareness he himself 
had of the closeness and support of the Father in all he did 
and said. Certainly it is this testimony of the Father to 
himself which counts overwhelmingly with Christ himself. 
When St Paul referred in his Letters to his own apostolic 
authority (as he often did), it was Christ’s own 
authorization of him which counted in his own mind - an 
authorization his readers would not have witnessed. But he 
still presented it firmly, repeatedly, constantly. In our 
Gospel passage today (John 5:31-47) it was the Father’s 
testimony that told as being important for Christ, and it did 
so far more than any mere human testimony. But, our Lord 
said, the leaders did not know the Father. If they did, they 
would believe in him. “Ton have never heard his voice nor 
seen his form, nor does his word dwell in you, for you do 
not believe the one he sent.^ But there was also the 
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Scriptures. They testify about him. Our Lord repeatedly 
explained to his disciples that the Son of Man had to suffer 
in order to enter his glory. It was gradually instilled into 
their minds that in this he fulfilled the Scriptures and that 
the Scriptures spoke of him. On the day he rose from the 
dead our Lord walked with two of his disciples — and they 
were not of the Twelve — and showed them at great length 
how the Scriptures spoke of the Messiah as One who 
would have to suffer, die and rise again. In this way he 
would attain his glory as the Messiah. So it was that one of 
the things that Jesus of Nazareth did was to give to the 
world a unified and clear interpretation of the meaning of 
the Old Testament. The Old Testament — the Scriptures 
prior to the coming of Jesus — spoke of him. He is the key 
to the inspired writings. Moses wrote about me, our Lord 
says in our passage today. 

There are many things that bear witness to the 
authority of Christ. There is the witness of John, the last of 
the prophets. There is the witness of the Scriptures. There 
is the witness of Christ’s own works. There is the witness 
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of the Father Almighty himself. We, for our part, must be 
open to this witness, and the leaders to whom our Lord was 
speaking were not open to it. This was because, our Lord 
says, they did not have the love of God in their hearts. 
They made no effort to obtain the praise of God. Let us not 
be among their number. Let us take our stand with Jesus 
and remain with him to the end. 

-- 
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Friday of the Fourth Week in Lent 


Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 54 (53): 3-4 O God, save me by 
your name; by your power, defend my cause. O God, hear 
my prayer; give ear to the words of my mouth. 

Collect O God, who have prepared fitting helps for us in 
our weakness, grant, we pray, that we may receive their 
healing effects with joy and reflect them in a holy way of 
life. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives 
and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Wisdom 2:1a, 12-22; Psalm 34:17-21, 23; 

John 7:1-2, 10, 25-30 

Jesus moved around in Galilee; he did not wish to 
travel in Judea, because the Jews were trying to kill him. 
But the Jewish feast of Tabernacles was near. But when 
his brothers had gone up to the feast, he himself also went 
up, not openly but as it were in secret. Some of the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem said, “Is he not the one they are 
trying to kill? And look, he is speaking openly and they say 
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nothing to him. Could the authorities have realized that he 
is the Christ? But we know where he is from. When the 
Christ comes, no one will know where he is from. ” So 
Jesus cried out in the temple area as he was teaching and 
said, “You know me and also know where I am from. Yet I 
did not come on my own, but the one who sent me, whom 
you do not know, is true. I know him, because I am from 
him, and he sent me. ” So they tried to arrest him, but no 
one laid a hand upon him, because his hour had not yet 
come. (John 7:1-2, 10, 25-30) 

The grandeur of Christ Two disciplines that have 
come into their own in the modern period are part of what 
we call the social sciences. I am referring to sociology and 
psychology. They have had a considerable impact on 
modern culture — and have been put to enormous practical 
use. One practical application has been forensics, but 
many others could be mentioned. Part of their method 
involves the gathering of considerable data and 
determining a normal curve. Then cases being studied are 
situated within the norm and thus the profile of any 
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particular individual is highlighted. Of course in everyday 
life we are constantly doing this. When we say a person is 
tall, we have compared that person to the average, which 
we have unconsciously determined from the data built up 
in our everyday life. We have placed the person in a kind 
of class or grouping and noticed the ways he differs from 
the norm: he is tall, he speaks quickly, he is less or more 
than usually intelligent, he is very religious or moderately 
so, he is very handsome and physically strong, and so 
forth. That is why, all things being equal, a person with 
wide experience is able to make a better judgment about 
another than one who has very limited experience. He is 
able to set a person against a backdrop, within a context, 
and appreciate more clearly the significance of his features. 
The scientific study of people in sociology and psychology 
attempts to do all this with much more precision and care. 
Similar steps can be consciously or unconsciously taken in 
the consideration of religions. One of the uses a Christian 
can make of the study of comparative religion is to notice 
more clearly the distinguishing features of the Christian 
religion, and in particular of the Person of Jesus Christ. 
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The Christian religion can be placed against the backdrop 
of man’s religions, or of the Old Testament. A Christian 
who has a deep familiarity with the whole of the Scriptures 
is more able to appreciate the Gospels. The backdrop of 
the Old Testament highlights the distinctive features of the 
content of the Gospel, be it the Person of Christ or his 
teaching and redemptive plan. 

One very notable feature of the Person of Jesus Christ, 
especially when placed against the backdrop of the Old 
Testament and comparative religion, is set forth in today’s 
Gospel. It concerns Christ’s origin. Take any prophet of 
the Old Testament — Abraham or any of the patriarchs, or 
Moses, David or any of the many prophets who succeeded 
them — and ask, what was that prophet’s origin? The 
location is given or not given as the case may be. Abraham 
was from Ur of the Chaldees. Moses was born in Egypt, 
David in Bethlehem, the prophets were from this or that 
locality. Their origin is totally and entirely explained by 
reference to a particular race and locality. Is there any 
prophet, priest or king of the chosen people who is said to 
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have come from heaven? Not at all. But in our Gospel 
passage today (John 7:1-2, 10, 25-30), this is exactly what 
Jesus of Nazareth claimed. Yes, he was born in 
Bethlehem, grew up in Galilee, and in this sense the people 
knew where he came from. We know where he is from - 
so the people state in our passage today. They knew that 
the origin of the Messiah was to be mysterious. “ When the 
Christ comes, no one will know where he is from.” Yes, our 
Lord proclaims, you know where I am from. He was from 
Nazareth in Galilee. He was a Galilean and as the leaders 
would ask, do prophets come from Galilee? But in fact 
they do not know where he is from, for he has come from 
God. He has come from God not merely in the sense that 
God has constituted him his messenger, and sent him to the 
people as one with a divine commission. He has come 
from God in that he was with God in the beginning. Jesus 
Christ is the Son of God and he came down from heaven. 
From all eternity he had been with his Father. In the 
fullness of time he became man with a great work to do, 
entrusted to him by his heavenly Father. This is the 
foremost sense in which our Lord said that he had come 
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from God and was sent by him. Our Lord rejoiced at the 
Last Supper when he saw that his disciples could now see 
more clearly than ever that the Father had sent him. This 
matter of the origin of Jesus Christ was of overriding 
importance. It is a unique and most distinctive feature of 
Jesus Christ. No-body else had ever come from God in this 
absolute sense. 

Jesus Christ transcends all other prophets and leaders 
of the Old Testament, and all the great founders of the 
religions of mankind. His transcendence derives from, 
among other things, his origin. His origin is the bosom of 
the Father, as St John expresses it in his Gospel prologue. 
No one has seen God except the only Son of the Father, 
who is nearest the Father’s heart. He has made him 
known. Let us appreciate anew the singular grandeur of 
Jesus Christ who has come from God to bring us back to 
the Father’s heart, to be with him there for ever. 

-- 
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Saturday of the Fourth week of Lent 


Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 18 (17):5, 7 The waves of death 
rose about me; the pains of the netherworld surrounded me. 
In my anguish I called to the Lord, and from his holy 
temple he heard my voice. 

Collect May the working of your mercy, O Lord, we pray, 
direct our hearts aright, for without your grace we cannot 
find favour in your sight. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Jeremiah 11:18-20; Psalm 7:2-3, 9bc-12; 

John 7:40-53 

Some in the crowd who heard these words of Jesus 
said, “This is truly the Prophet. ” Others said, “This is the 
Christ. ” But others said, “The Christ will not come from 
Galilee, will he? Does not Scripture say that the Christ 
will be of David’s family and come from Bethlehem, the 
village where David lived? ” So a division occurred in the 
crowd because of him. Some of them even wanted to arrest 
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him, but no one laid hands on him. So the guards went to 
the chief priests and Pharisees, who asked them, “Why did 
you not bring him?” The guards answered, “Never before 
has anyone spoken like this man. ” So the Pharisees 
answered them, “Have you also been deceived? Have any 
of the authorities or the Pharisees believed in him? But 
this crowd, which does not know the law, is accursed. ” 
Nicodemus, one of their members who had come to him 
earlier, said to them, “Does our law condemn a man 
before it first hears him and finds out what he is doing? ” 
They answered and said to him, “You are not from Galilee 
also, are you? Look and see that no prophet arises from 
Galilee. ” Then each went to his own house. (John 7:40-53) 

Teacher At one point in the Gospel of St John, the 
high priest Caiaphas is portrayed stating in the Sanhedrin 
that it was better for one man to die for the people than for 
all to suffer. St John observes that he made this declaration 
in his capacity as high priest without knowing the fuller 
significance of the words. His words were true indeed, but 
they signified the salvific benefit of the death of Christ not 
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only for the children of Israel, but for all God’s children 
who were scattered everywhere. Christ would die for the 
world. Well, in like manner, the words of the guards about 
our Lord in today’s Gospel had a significance they 
themselves did not appreciate. We read, “So the guards 
went to the chief priests and Pharisees, who asked them, 
‘Why did you not bring him?’ The guards answered, 
‘Never before has anyone spoken like this man. ’ So the 
Pharisees answered them, ‘Have you also been 
deceived (John 7:40-53). Ah yes! Never before has 
anyone spoken like this man. Indeed. This statement 
stands as true for all time, all history and every place. 
None of the great philosophers, none of the founders of the 
world’s religions, none of the world’s greatest writers or 
wise men have ever spoken as Jesus has spoken. This is so 
for a simple reason, that Jesus was and is the Son of God. 
Who could compare with him as Teacher? While a 
knowledge of the wisdom of the world’s greatest minds 
and teachers will contribute to one’s own wisdom, the 
knowledge of Christ alone will suffice as being necessary. 
He is the light of the world, and hence it is of the utmost 
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importance that at some point in life his light be accepted 
and followed by each. If one refuses to follow his light, 
one will be in the darkness. 

That is exactly what the Pharisees mentioned in 
today’s passage did. They refused the light of Christ 
because of their dispositions. This point is symbolized by 
St John’s remark that after the Pharisees rejected the 
defence of Christ by Nicodemus, and “each went to his 
own home.'’'’ They turned their backs on Christ and his 
teaching, even though it was clear to all that no one spoke 
as he spoke. Each of us is faced with this very choice, to 
be open to the words of Christ, or to be closed to them. 
Years after our Lord’s ascension into heaven, St Peter in 
his Letter referred to the Transfiguration of Christ on the 
Mount. At that event the Lather spoke from the cloud, 
saying “This is my Son, the Beloved. Listen to him” Those 
words were addressed to the three chief apostles, and 
through them to the Church down the ages, and through the 
Church to the entire world. The world is to listen to Jesus 
Christ, the Christ brought to the world by the apostles who 
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are authorized to explain his teaching and its true meaning. 
The world has a Teacher. There are many teachers who 
have come and gone in the course of history, but one 
Teacher, one Master came and lives still. He lives in his 
body the Church, and his teaching is the Church’s teaching. 
The challenge facing the Church’s faithful in each 
generation is to bring to all the news that no one has ever 
spoken as does Jesus. He speaks still — not a new 
teaching, but re-presenting the teaching he gave. That 
teaching reaches us now by means of the Church. The 
Church is the oracle of the living Christ who speaks to us 
by means of her who is his mystical spouse. 

Let each of us allow the testimony of the guards about 
Christ to touch our hearts and enliven our appreciation of 
the person and the teaching of Christ. Let each of us be 
like the guards in bringing their words about Jesus to those 
around us. Every day we ought, explicitly or implicitly, be 
saying to others, “Never before has anyone spoken like this 
man.” 
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Fifth Sunday of Lent 


Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 43 (42): 1-2 Give me justice, O 
God, and plead my cause against a nation that is faithless. 
From the deceitful and cunning rescue me, for you, O God, 
are my strength. 

Collect By your help, we beseech you, Lord our God, 
may we walk eagerly in that same charity with which, out 
of love for the world, your Son handed himself over to 
death. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives 
and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Isaiah 43:16-21; Psalm 126:1-6; 

Philippians 3:8-14; John 8:1-11 

Jesus went to the Mount of Olives. But early in the 
morning he arrived again in the temple area, and all the 
people started coming to him, and he sat down and taught 
them. Then the scribes and the Pharisees brought a 
woman who had been caught in adultery and made her 
stand in the middle. They said to him, “Teacher, this 
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woman was caught in the very act of committing adultery. 
Now in the law, Moses commanded us to stone such 
women. So what do you say? ” They said this to test him, 
so that they could have some charge to bring against him. 
Jesus bent down and began to write on the ground with his 
finger. But when they continued asking him, he 
straightened up and said to them, “Let the one among you 
who is without sin be the first to throw a stone at her. ” 
Again he bent down and wrote on the ground. And in 
response, they went away one by one, beginning with the 
elders. So he was left alone with the woman before him. 
Then Jesus straightened up and said to her, “Woman, 
where are they? Has no one condemned you?” She 
replied, “No one, sir. ” Then Jesus said, “Neither do I 
condemn you. Go, and from now on do not sin any more. ” 
(John 8:1-11) 

Sin Many comments about the modern world have 
been made over several past decades by recent popes. One 
of them, that has been repeated and developed by his 
successors, is that by Pope Pius XII. Pope Pius XII wrote 
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that the sin of the modem age is the loss of the sense of sin. 
This matter of the modern loss of the sense of sin is 
something that has been discussed by various religious 
writers over the past few centuries. For instance, John 
Henry Newman as a young Anglican clergyman during the 
second decade of the nineteenth century commented on it 
in his sermons, and as a young Anglican Evangelical he 
had leamt the importance of the sense of sin from various 
persons and authors who had been an influence on him. 
Newman went on to give the evident fact of sin and the 
sense of it a central place in his philosophy of religion. But 
of course he and others ultimately draw on Revelation (and 
not just personal experience). So then, let us notice a few 
things which our Lord said about the sense of sin. We 
remember his story comparing the prayer of the Pharisee 
with that of the Publican, both praying in the Temple at the 
same time. The Pharisee, in his prayer in the Temple, 
listed the good things he had been doing and how different 
he was from the publican who was praying some distance 
from him. The publican, by contrast, could only entrust 
himself to the mercy of God, saying, “Have mercy on me, 
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God, a sinner. ” His sense of sin prompted a prayer which 
our Lord said justified him, whereas the Pharisee went 
home without being right with God. So for the sinful 
publican, his humble acknowledgment of sin was the 
occasion for entrusting himself to the mercy of God. In 
this sense the consciousness of being a sinner is a 
foundation for religion. If one has little or no sense of sin, 
apart from this itself being sinful in character (as in the 
case of the Pharisee), one of the foundations for religion 
will be lacking. Typically, modern man lacks this 
foundation. As children of our age, if we are not on guard 
we can be infected by the tendency to disregard and even 
deny sin and its seriousness. If that happens, our very 
relationship with God will be profoundly weakened. 

But the sense of sin not only affects our relationship 
with God. It also affects our relationship with others. We 
remember another parable of our Lord in which he 
describes the master who summoned his servant to repay 
an astronomical debt of ten thousand talents. The servant 
was utterly unable to pay, so the king ordered him to be 
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sold with his wife and possessions so that at least some of 
the debt might be recovered. The servant pleaded with him 
to give him time, and the master felt so sorry for him that 
he forgave the entire debt and let his servant go. But what 
happened then? The servant, without the slightest regard 
for his own enormous indebtedness to his master, 
proceeded to punish a fellow servant who owed him a 
substantial debt which was nothing remotely comparable to 
the debt he himself had been freed from. He lacked, we 
might say, a sense of personal sin and this resulted in a 
harshness towards others. This was particularly serious 
because our Lord ends that parable by saying that our 
heavenly Father will deal with us severely if we do not 
forgive others from the heart. Now then, let us consider 
our Gospel event of today (John 8:1-11). The Pharisees 
come to our Lord dragging into his presence a sinner and 
ask our Lord if she is to be condemned. Our Lord’s 
response? “ Jesus bent down and began to write on the 
ground with his finger. But when they continued asking 
him he straightened up and said to them, ‘Let the one 
among you who is without sin be the first to throw a stone 
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at her. ’ Again he bent down and wrote on the ground. And 
in response, they went away one by one, beginning with the 
elders A They came to our Lord with little or no sense of 
personal sin and as a result they were very harsh and 
unforgiving. When their sins were brought before their 
conscience, they retired in shame. 

The foundation of authentic religion is humility. 
Humility involves a recognition of our true position before 
God. We are not only his creatures, utterly dependent on 
him in every way, but we are also sinners and so we have 
even more reason to abase ourselves before him — and 
before others. We have no grounds for pride before God, 
nor before others. Whenever we observe the sin in others, 
let us be forgiving, knowing that we, too, are sinners and 
have an account to render before God. 

-- 
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Monday of the Fifth Week of Lent 


Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 56 (55):2 Have mercy on me, O 
God, for people assail me; they fight me all day long and 
oppress me. 

Collect O God, by whose wondrous grace we are enriched 
with every blessing, grant us so to pass from former ways 
to newness of life, that we may be made ready for the glory 
of the heavenly Kingdom. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Daniel 13:1-9.15 17.19-30.33-62; 

Psalm 22; John 8:1-11 

Jesus went to the Mount of Olives. At dawn he 
appeared again in the temple courts, where all the people 
gathered round him, and he sat down to teach them. The 
teachers of the law and the Pharisees brought in a woman 
caught in adultery. They made her stand before the group 
and said to Jesus, Teacher, this woman was caught in the 
act of adultery. In the Law Moses commanded us to stone 
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such women. Now what do you say? They were using this 
question as a trap, in order to have a basis for accusing 
him. But Jesus bent down and started to write on the 
ground with his finger. When they kept on questioning 
him, he straightened up and said to them, If any one of you 
is without sin, let him be the first to throw a stone at her. 
Again he stooped down and wrote on the ground. At this, 
those who heard began to go away one at a time, the older 
ones first, until only Jesus was left, with the woman still 
standing there. Jesus straightened up and asked her, 
Woman, where are they? Has no-one condemned you? 
No-one, sir, she said. Then neither do I condemn you, 
Jesus declared. Go now and sin no more. (John 8:1-11) 

Holy love One of the very interesting (and tragic) 
stories in the history of religion is that of Manichaeism. 
Once begun, it spread rapidly and lasted for many 
centuries. Its greatest success was achieved in countries to 
the east of Persia. It seems that the founder, Mani, was 
born at about 215-216 A.D. in the village of Mardinu in 
Babylonia. At the age of twelve he is supposed to have 
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received his first revelation: the angel Eltaum appeared to 
him, bade him leave the Mandaean religion (a religion that 
is still with us), but to wait still some twelve years before 
proclaiming himself to the people. In about 242 A.D. 
Mani first proclaimed his gospel, stating that “As once 
Buddha came to India, Zoroaster to Persia, and Jesus to the 
lands of the West, so came in the present time, this 
prophecy through me, the Mani, to the land of Babylonia.” 
He was finally crucified at about 276-277. His religion 
professed to bring salvation by knowledge and reason — 
so it despised Christianity with its revealed mysteries. 
Before the existence of heaven and earth and everything in 
it, there were two Principles, the one Good the other Bad. 
The Good Principle dwells in the realm of light and is 
called the Father of Majesty. Opposed to the Father of 
Grandeur is the King of Darkness. While he is never 
actually called God, generally he and his kingdom down 
below are exactly parallel to the ruler and realm of the light 
above. Manichaeism was a powerful Gnostic and heretical 
influence within Christianity during the centuries following 
Mani, and the wayward young Augustine had been a 
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convert to it. Centuries later, the great Turkish tribe of the 
Tuguzguz in 930 threatened reprisals on Mohammedans in 
their power if the Manichaeans in Samarcand were 
molested by the Prince of Chorazan, in whose dominion 
they were very numerous. In A.D. 1000 the Arab historian 
Al-Beruni wrote: “The majority of the Eastern Turks, the 
inhabitants of China and Tibet, and a number in India 
belong to the religion of Mani.” So it was extensive. 

As just mentioned, the great, illustrious Augustine, 
peerless champion of Revealed Religion had once been a 
convert to Mani. How had this happened? One reason was 
that Mani and his numerous followers offered an answer to 
the conundrum of evil in the world. Evil exists 
independently of the good God, so they proclaimed, and 
the good God is powerless to stop it. The phenomenon of 
Manichaeism is one indication of the many-sided mystery 
that the world presents to man because of the abundance 
of evil and suffering. What can man make of what he 
sees? There is widespread cruelty even among animals. It 
is, as they say, the “law of the jungle,” or “dog eat dog.” 
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What is good about this? There is an answer to this, but 
here I merely present the problem. Or again, the world 
seems to conspire against man in the floods, fires, natural 
disasters, famines and diseases that constantly recur. Man 
fights his neighbour and seeks to ruin him for his own 
advantage. What is the universe all about, ultimately? 
What is the dominant principle in things? In the last 
analysis, what makes the universe “tick”? Is it some 
principle of cruelty, or disinterest, or conglomerate of 
unthinking facts that coincide or clash without meaning? 
Alternatively, is there ultimately some principle of 
kindness? Is reality ultimately moral? Mani saw 
salvation coming with an elite and personally acquired 
knowledge, and not with the acceptance in faith (by grace) 
of revealed mysteries. It was Gnostic. Now, God had not 
left man in his darkness to decide such matters by himself, 
but had, with fatherly love, intervened and revealed 
himself and his plan of redemption. This revelation is 
contained in the Person of Jesus Christ, the Word of God 
made flesh and living among us. All of this brings us to 
our Gospel today, in which Christ is confronted with the 
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question of what to do with the sinful woman. Would he 
condemn her to stoning? The situation may be said to 
embody the question: what is Reality ultimately like? 
What is its character? What makes things “tick”? 

In Christ there is present the fullness of the Godhead 
bodily, and his response to the sinful woman in our Gospel 
passage today shows that the one God is holy and very 
kind. “ Jesus straightened up and asked her, Woman, 
where are they? Has no-one condemned you? No-one, 
sir, she said. Then neither do I condemn you, Jesus 
declared. Go now and sin no more ” (John 8:1-11). Man 
may trust and have faith, for the ultimate Reality is the 
good and holy triune God, infinite in every aspect of his 
Being, Creator of all. God became man in order to enable 
us by grace to live in communion with him. If we do this, 
all will be well. 
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Tuesday of the Fifth Week of Lent 


Entrance Antiphon Ps 27 (26): 14 Wait for the Lord; be 
strong; be stout-hearted, and wait for the Lord! 

Collect Grant us, we pray, O Lord, perseverance in 
obeying your will, that in our days the people dedicated to 
your service may grow in both merit and number. Through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with 
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. 

Scripture today : Numbers 21:4-9; Psalm 102:2-3, 16-21; 

John 8:21-30 

Jesus said to the Pharisees: “I am going away and 
you will look for me, but you will die in your sin. Where I 
am going you cannot come. ” So the Jews said, “He is not 
going to kill himself, is he, because he said, ‘Where I am 
going you cannot come ’? ” He said to them, “You belong to 
what is below, I belong to what is above. You belong to 
this world, but I do not belong to this world. That is why I 
told you that you will die in your sins. For if you do not 
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believe that I AM, you will die in your sins. ” So they said 
to him, “Who are you?” Jesus said to them, ‘‘What I told 
you from the beginning. I have much to say about you in 
condemnation. But the one who sent me is true, and what I 
heard from him I tell the world. ” They did not realize that 
he was speaking to them of the Father. So Jesus said to 
them, ‘‘When you lift up the Son of Man, then you will 
realize that I AM, and that I do nothing on my own, but I 
say only what the Father taught me. The one who sent me 
is with me. He has not left me alone, because I always do 
what is pleasing to him. ” Because he spoke this way, many 
came to believe in him. (John 8:21-30) 

Jesus Christ It is obvious from reading the Gospel 
of St John that our Lord met with great incomprehension. 
His words evoked much controversy and, as is shown in 
our passage today, this incomprehension and controversy, 
leading in turn to rejection, applied in a special way to 
many — and perhaps most — of the Pharisees. Their 
incomprehension and hostility arose especially in relation 
to what our Lord said about himself. If we wish to draw 
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near to Jesus of Nazareth and come to know him as his 
disciples (and what better could we do in life?), then we 
must ponder his words about himself with a special 
attention of the heart. There was no issue with his being 
man — that was obvious. He was a man, just as were 
others. The Pharisees had to recognize too that he was a 
great and holy master of the things of God: “the one who 
sent me is true, and what I heard from him I tell the 
world.'” The people accepted that he was a prophet. He 
not only claimed to be a prophet, but he claimed to be holy 
and sinless, for in our passage today he tells the Pharisees 
“that I do nothing on my own, but I say only what the 
Father taught me. The one who sent me is with me. He 
has not left me alone, because I always do what is pleasing 
to him.” Jesus always, always did what pleased the Father. 
Never did he do anything, whether of thought or word or 
deed, which displeased the Father. At the beginning of his 
public ministry after having been baptized, the voice of the 
Father pointed to him as the One in whom he was well 
pleased, and the same revelation was uttered at the end of 
his public ministry during his Transfiguration. Our Lord 
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knew he was entirely united to God his Father. Fie is the 
Holy One of our race, and even the demons he expelled 
often angrily gave witness to this, crying out in false 
bravado “/ know who you are, the Holy One of God!” To 
be the disciple of One filled with such incomparable 
holiness is the greatest of privileges. 

But there is more. Not only is Christ holy beyond 
compare and uniquely close to the Father. Not only does 
he announce to the world what he hears the Father tell him. 
St John makes it clear that our Lord at times explicitly and 
at other times in veiled manner claimed also to be God. 
This was the most astounding of his many claims and 
makes him so unique. Elsewhere in St John’s Gospel our 
Lord is attacked for violating the tradition of the Sabbath 
rest as the scribes and Pharisees taught it, and he replied (5: 
17) that “my Father continues to work, and so do /.” St 
John observes that the leaders persecuted our Lord the 
more because he spoke of God as his own father, thus 
making himself equal to God. Here in our passage today, 
our Lord speaks as One who is divine, sharing in the very 
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nature and name of God. He is the great “I AM” who gave 
his name to Moses when it was requested. “He said to 
them, ‘You belong to what is below, I belong to what is 
above. You belong to this world, but I do not belong to this 
world. That is why I told you that you will die in your sins. 
For if you do not believe that I AM, you will die in your 
sins’.” The Christian who reads St John’s text would 
understand what our Lord was claiming to be, and that he 
was saying that belief in his divinity is what brings 
salvation: “if you do not believe that I AM, you will die in 
your sins” (John 8: 21-30). He is the Yahweh of the Old 
Testament, though he is not the Father who is also 
Yahweh. Moreover, it would be his death that would 
especially reveal his divinity in the sense that the boundless 
mercy of God and his love for all mankind would be shown 
to be in him. “ When you lift up the Son of Man, then you 
will realize that I AM, and that I do nothing on my own, but 
I say only what the Father taught me.” After Christ rose 
from the dead, Thomas bowed before him and said, “My 
Lord and my God!” As St Paul wrote, in Christ is present 
all the fullness of the godhead bodily (Colossians 2: 9). 
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Let us read our Gospel passage today allowing the 
living Jesus to speak to us about himself, telling us where 
he is from, who and what he really is, and what he has 
come among us to do. Let us accept his word and entrust 
ourselves to him and to his service. Our life has been 
given to us in order that we might give glory and honour to 
Jesus. God chose us in him to be holy and full of love in 
his sight. Let us make this the goal of all our days. 

-- 
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Wednesday of the Fifth Week of Lent 


Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 18 (17):48-49 My deliverer 
from angry nations, you set me above my assailants; you 
saved me from the violent man, O Lord. 

Collect Enlighten, O God of compassion, the hearts of 
your children, sanctified by penance, and in your kindness 
grant those you stir to a sense of devotion a gracious 
hearing when they cry out to you. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Daniel 3:14-20, 91-92, 95; Daniel 3:52-56; 

John 8:31-42 

Jesus said to those Jews who believed in him, “If you 
remain in my word, you will truly be my disciples, and you 
will know the truth, and the truth will set you free. ” They 
answered him, “We are descendants of Abraham and have 
never been enslaved to anyone. How can you say, ‘You 
will become free ’? ” Jesus answered them, “Amen, amen, I 
say to you, everyone who commits sin is a slave of sin. A 
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slave does not remain in a household forever, but a son 
always remains. So if the Son frees you, then you will truly 
be free. I know that you are descendants of Abraham. But 
you are trying to kill me, because my word has no room 
among you. I tell you what I have seen in the Father’s 
presence; but you do what you have heard from your 
father. ” They answered and said to him, “Our father is 
Abraham. ” Jesus said to them, “If you were Abraham’s 
children, you would be doing the works of Abraham. But 
now you are trying to kill me, a man who has told you the 
truth that I heard from God; Abraham did not do this. You 
are doing the works of your father!” So they said to him, 
“We were not born of fornication. We have one Father, 
God. ” Jesus said to them, “If God were your Father, you 
would love me, for I came from God and am here; I did not 
come on my own, but he sent me. ” (John 8:31-42) 

The Truth If we situate our own contemporary 
Western culture within the broad sweep of cultures in 
human history, there are some great positives that stand 
out. Let one or two be mentioned — our Western culture 
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is strikingly scientific and technological. This has resulted 
in enormous advances in so many fields. Another positive 
is the professed commitment to seeking the truth rather 
than simply accepting received myths or customs. We 
want to know the truth of things (although here we are 
ambivalent, because we moderns also tend to deny the 
objectivity of “truth”). In view of our Gospel text today let 
us take up a point suggested by our Lord’s words: “If you 
remain in my word, you will truly be my disciples, and you 
will know the truth, and the truth will set you free ” (John 
8:31-32). Our Lord offers the knowledge of the truth. In 
the history of man, religious belief and practice has been so 
constant and universal that many scholars have proposed 
that man be defined as a “religious” animal, rather than 
simply as a “rational” one. There is, however, a danger in 
placing the emphasis on being “religious”. In our passage 
today our Lord offers to his disciples the benefit not simply 
of being “religious” but of knowing the truth: “If you 
remain in my word, you will truly be my disciples, and you 
will know the truth ”. It is not a great thing simply to be 
“religious”, which is to say to have religious beliefs and to 
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follow religious practices and customs (though this is better 
than to be devoid of them). After all, this is almost 
universal. Rather, the issue is whether in all of this one 
knows the truth. Our Lord tells us that it is the truth which 
will set us free. Therefore religion alone will not set us 
free unless religion is true, and the freedom it brings is 
proportionate to its truth. Now, the yardstick of truth in 
religion is what Christ has revealed, for it is he who brings 
the truth from God. He is the light of the world. 

The critical issue facing every man and woman is his 
or her attitude to the truth and inasmuch as Christ brings to 
man the truth of God, the critical issue is each person’s 
attitude to Christ. There are very serious factors at play 
here. In our passage today, our Lord confronts his critics 
and enemies with a charge that is very ominous. He tells 
them that “you are trying to kill me, because my word has 
no room among you. I tell you what I have seen in the 
Father’s presence; but you do what you have heard from 
your father.” So, in the response to the truth there are two 
ultimate personalities to whom people give allegiance. 
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There is God and there is Satan. Of course, we ourselves 
cannot be sure which of these two, Christ or Satan, holds 
the allegiance of specific persons who contest revealed 
truth. We cannot read their souls. But Christ is able to read 
them, and in our passage he is reading the minds and hearts 
of the ones to whom he is speaking. His words reveal the 
ultimates. As just said, the ultimates are God and Satan. 
Two flags are flying and the one is that of God and his 
truth as revealed by Christ, while the other is that of Satan 
and the rejection of the truth. The answer to the human 
dilemma of finding and adhering to the truth is to find and 
adhere to the Person of Christ. Our Lord puts it very 
unambiguously: “If God were your Father, you would love 
me, for I came from God and am here; I did not come on 
my own, but he sent me” (John 8:31-42). Let us pray for 
the grace to see the ultimate issues clearly so as to be able 
to make the choices which will bring true freedom and 
happiness, not only here but hereafter. 

Many “cradle Catholics” (that is, Catholics from the 
cradle) have a profound sense of the truth of Catholicism as 
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the religion revealed by Christ. But there are many others 
who do not appreciate its truth. It is the religion of their 
custom and the custom of their family or their society. 
Converts who come into the Church with a deep sense of 
the truth of the Catholic religion can have much to offer in 
bearing witness precisely to this. Our Lord said to Pontius 
Pilate that he had come into the world to bear witness to 
the truth. We are called to accept his truth and, in union 
with Christ to bear witness to him before the world around 
us. 
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Thursday of the Fifth Week of Lent 


Entrance Antiphon Heb 9:15 Christ is mediator of a New 
Covenant, so that by means of his death, those who are 
called may receive the promise of an eternal inheritance. 

Collect Be near, O Lord, to those who plead before you, 
and look kindly on those who place their hope in your 
mercy, that, cleansed from the stain of their sins, they may 
persevere in holy living and be made full heirs of your 
promise. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Genesis 17:3-9; Psalm 105:4-9; 

John 8:51-59 

Jesus said to the Jews: “Amen, amen, I say to you, 
whoever keeps my word will never see death. ” So the Jews 
said to him, “Now we are sure that you are possessed. 
Abraham died, as did the prophets, yet you say, ‘Whoever 
keeps my word will never taste death. ’ Are you greater 
than our father Abraham, who died? Or the prophets, who 
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died? Who do you make yourself out to be?” Jesus 
answered, ‘‘If I glorify myself my glory is worth nothing; 
but it is my Father who glorifies me, of whom you say, ‘He 
is our God. ’ You do not know him, but I know him. And if I 
should say that I do not know him, I would be like you a 
liar. But I do know him and I keep his word. Abraham 
your father rejoiced to see my day; he saw it and was 
glad. ” So the Jews said to him, ‘‘You are not yet fifty years 
old and you have seen Abraham? ” Jesus said to them, 
‘‘Amen, amen, I say to you, before Abraham came to be, I 
AM. ” So they picked up stones to throw at him; but Jesus 
hid and went out of the temple area. (John 8:51-59) 

Christ our life The great pall that hangs age after 
age over humanity is the fact of death and all that leads to 
death. It is a great tidal wave that eventually sweeps all 
away, an irresistible monster that grasps and swallows all. 
Death is the oncoming crisis that every individual must 
face, and yet we take for granted in a semi-casual way and 
with little thought (unless we are directly affected) the 
blows it delivers, snuffing out persons ceaselessly. We 
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hear of sixty persons destroyed by a suicide bomber, eighty 
persons who died in a plane crash, thousands who die in an 
ocean tidal wave. Death is man’s enemy and it is 
everywhere. It always has been everywhere. No matter 
how striking the advances of science, death can at most be 
delayed or its pain mitigated, but it cannot be overcome. 
Its meaning is a mystery to the natural man, and the myths 
and rituals of the various religions attempt to provide an 
explanation and an answer to it. Into this scene of anguish 
and mystery has stepped the living God, and he has come 
with the ultimate answer. That answer is to be found in the 
Person of Christ, and in today’s Gospel our Lord speaks of 
what we must do to avail ourselves of this divine remedy 
for the perennial problem of mankind. “ Jesus said to the 
Jews: ‘Amen, amen, I say to you, whoever keeps my word 
will never see death The answer to death is to accept 
Christ for who he claims to be, and to keep his word as the 
expression of this acceptance. If we do this we shall not 
“die” — die in the sense of a true destruction of our life 
and our person. Our physical death will be a “sleep”, as 
our Lord referred to the death Lazarus his friend. A living 
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obedient faith in the Person of Jesus is the goal and the key 
to the life God wants us to possess, life in abundance. 

But this faith in Jesus means accepting his testimony 
about himself, and our Gospel text today is a key text in 
terms of Christ’s claims about himself. As I have pointed 
out already, in our passage today our Lord claims to be the 
source of life, fie gives life to those who keep his word, 
and whoever keeps his word “will never taste death.” But 
of course God is the giver of all life, and our Lord goes on 
to make this implication even more explicit in his answer 
to the question, “ Who do you make yourself out to be?” Our 
Lord makes himself out to be Yahweh God: “So the Jews 
said to him, ‘You are not yet fifty years old and you have 
seen Abraham? ’ Jesus said to them, ‘Amen, amen, I say to 
you, before Abraham came to be, I AM. ’ So they picked up 
stones to throw at him; but Jesus hid and went out of the 
temple area” (John 8:51-59). ffe is applying to himself the 
name of Yahweh and stating that he is the God of Abraham 
and Moses who preceded them both from eternity, though 
he is not the Father. These are extraordinary claims, and it 
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is difficult to think of any figure in human history who 
made remotely comparable ones. Christ is either a brazen 
deceiver without equal, or he is the pride and glory of our 
race, a wondrous phenomenon in human history. The best 
way to determine which of these he is, is to draw near to 
him repeatedly in prayer and contemplate his person with 
an openness of heart. His goodness, his holiness and his 
beauty will vindicate the truth of his teaching about 
himself. Christ could not lie nor deceive. Throughout our 
lives, let us gaze in prayerful wonder at this man who is 
God. 


St Paul writes that his life is Christ. Christ is his life. 
We can know so much and have so much. But if we do not 
know Christ, and if we do not possess him, then we are 
poor in the sight of God. Let us make ourselves rich unto 
eternity by making the Person of Jesus our treasure. 

-- 
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Friday of the Fifth Week of Lent 


Entrance Antiphon Ps 31 (30): 10, 16, 18 Have mercy on 
me, O Lord, for I am in distress. Deliver me from the 
hands of my enemies and those who pursue me. O Lord, 
let me never be put to shame, for I call on you. 

Collect Pardon the offences of your peoples, we pray, O 
Lord, and in your goodness set us free from the bonds of 
the sins we have committed in our weakness. Through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Or: 

O God, who in this season give your Church the grace to 
imitate devoutly the Blessed Virgin Mary in contemplating 
the Passion of Christ, grant, we pray, through her 
intercession, that we may cling more firmly each day to 
your Only Begotten Son and come at last to the fullness of 
his grace. Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 
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Scripture today : Jeremiah 20:10-13; Psalm 18:2-3a, 3bc-7; 

John 10:31-42 


The Jews picked up rocks to stone Jesus. Jesus 
answered them, “I have shown you many good works from 
my Father. For which of these are you trying to stone 
me? ” The Jews answered him, “We are not stoning you for 
a good work but for blasphemy. You, a man, are making 
yourself God. ” Jesus answered them, “Is it not written in 
your law, T said, “You are gods ”‘? If it calls them gods to 
whom the word of God came, and Scripture cannot be set 
aside, can you say that the one whom the Father has 
consecrated and sent into the world blasphemes because I 
said, T am the Son of God’? If I do not perform my 
Father’s works, do not believe me; but if I perform them, 
even if you do not believe me, believe the works, so that 
you may realize and understand that the Father is in me 
and I am in the Father. ” Then they tried again to arrest 
him; but he escaped from their power. He went back 
across the Jordan to the place where John first baptized, 
and there he remained. Many came to him and said, “John 
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performed no sign, but everything John said about this man 
was true. ” And many there began to believe in him. (John 
10:31-42) 

Christ’s claims In the history of Christianity, and in 
the history of thought responding to Christianity, the 
sticking point has been one outstanding thing: Christ’s 
claim to be divine. He was a man and that was clear to all. 
People knew his mother, they had known his “father” 
Joseph, they knew his relatives, they had seen him grow 
into adulthood, they knew his history. He was of a certain 
height, weight and proportion. He had certain features, a 
definite accent in his speech, a certain manner. He grew 
tired, he laughed and smiled in a certain way. He had a 
certain approach in his teaching, making use not of 
abstractions (like various Greek philosophers) but of 
concrete stories and analogies. He was a certain man of a 
certain locality and a certain age. He was great as a 
prophet — no other prophet had performed the works he so 
effortlessly did — nevertheless he was plainly a man. But 
there was something more, and it was astounding. As is 
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clear from the passage before the one of today, our Lord 
claimed to be the Yahweh who had called and 
commissioned the patriarchs — the great I AM. The 
leaders of the Jews knew exactly that our Lord was 
claiming this, and so they “ picked up rocks to stone Jesus. 
Jesus answered them, 7 have shown you many good works 
from my Father. For which of these are you trying to stone 
me? ’ The Jews answered him, ‘We are not stoning you for 
a good work but for blasphemy. You, a man, are making 
yourself God’” (John 10:31-42). His utter goodness and 
holiness should have been the greatest vindication of his 
claims, but the leaders were so consumed with hostility that 
they were unable to give them a hearing. 

Of course, our Lord goes on in this passage to state 
that he is not divine in the sense of being the same person 
as the Father. The Father is distinct from himself as a 
person. He is the Father’s Son, and the Father sent him 
into the world. He does the Father’s works, and these 
works ought to vindicate him. He is in the Father and the 
Father is in him. But he is the same God as is the Father. 
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All of this shows that our Lord broached and revealed the 
doctrine of the Trinity during his public ministry, not only 
to his chosen disciples but even to his enemies. They 
wanted to stone him for it, and it was a principal factor in 
his condemnation to death. That he taught the doctrine of 
the Trinity to his chosen disciples is shown by the fact that 
after his resurrection from the dead, he commissioned his 
disciples to go to the whole world and baptize in the name 
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. John 
the Baptist had baptized in the name of the one God, but 
our Lord charges his Church to baptize in the name of the 
Holy Trinity. So then, being a Christian involves being a 
Trinitarian. Islam accepts that Jesus was a prophet, but 
rejects his divine claims and all notion of there being three 
divine Persons in one God. All this was a corruption of the 
prophet Jesus’ teaching. The priest Arius in the early years 
of the fourth century rejected that Christ was divine, and 
his heresy spawned a religion that lasted for centuries. The 
doctrine of the Trinity is the key teaching of Christ, and we 
ought love to pray prayers that express this teaching. One 
such prayer is the Creed, either the Nicene or the Apostles. 
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We ought pray it over and over privately, and not just on 
Sundays when together. Another such prayer is the Glory 
Be, in which we give glory to the Father, to the Son and to 
the Holy Spirit. Another is the Sign of the Cross, 
expressing the Trinity and the Atonement. 

Our destiny is to be caught up in the life of the Holy 
Trinity forever, and this destiny begins now. When we 
finally arrive in heaven due to the mercy of God, we shall 
see the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. We shall be 
given the vision of God. Let us begin this now by a full 
acceptance of the Person of Jesus and his teaching. 

-- 
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Saturday of the Fifth Week of Lent 


Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 22 (21):20, 7 O Lord, do not 
stay afar off; my strength, make haste to help me! For I am 
a worm and no man, scorned by everyone, despised by the 
people. 

Collect O God, who have made all those reborn in Christ 
a chosen race and a royal priesthood, grant us, we pray, the 
grace to will and to do what you command, that the people 
called to eternal life may be one in the faith of their hearts 
and the homage of their deeds. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Ezechiel 37:21-28; Jeremiah 31:10-13; 

John 11:45-56 

Many of the Jews who had come to Mary and seen 
what Jesus had done began to believe in him. But some of 
them went to the Pharisees and told them what Jesus had 
done. So the chief priests and the Pharisees convened the 
Sanhedrin and said, “What are we going to do? This man 
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is performing many signs. If we leave him alone, all will 
believe in him, and the Romans will come and take away 
both our land and our nation. ” But one of them, Caiaphas, 
who was high priest that year, said to them, “You know 
nothing, nor do you consider that it is better for you that 
one man should die instead of the people, so that the whole 
nation may not perish. ” He did not say this on his own, but 
since he was high priest for that year, he prophesied that 
Jesus was going to die for the nation, and not only for the 
nation, but also to gather into one the dispersed children of 
God. So from that day on they planned to kill him. So 
Jesus no longer walked about in public among the Jews, 
but he left for the region near the desert, to a town called 
Ephraim, and there he remained with his disciples. Now 
the Passover of the Jews was near, and many went up from 
the country to Jerusalem before Passover to purify 
themselves. They looked for Jesus and said to one another 
as they were in the temple area, “What do you think? That 
he will not come to the feast? ” (John 11:45-56) 
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Christ’s death A few important things strike us as 
we ponder on our Gospel passage today. Our Lord’s great 
power is evident, and the course of events narrated in the 
passage was occasioned by his spectacular raising of 
Lazarus from the dead. At a word, Christ had called his 
friend Lazarus forth from the tomb where his dead body 
had lain for four days. There was nothing that he could not 
do, and so we read that “ Many of the Jews who had come 
to Mary and seen what Jesus had done began to believe in 
him. But some of them went to the Pharisees and told them 
what Jesus had done. So the chief priests and the 
Pharisees convened the Sanhedrin and said, ‘What are we 
going to do ? This man is performing many signs. If we 
leave him alone, all will believe in him, and the Romans 
will come and take away both our land and our nation ”’ 
(John 11:45-56). Our Lord’s holiness and authority over 
both the natural elements and the things of God was 
leaving the nation’s religious leaders confused and in a 
state of panic. They felt their privileged position was 
falling away from under them, and they clutched at pretexts 
of a political order to justify their desire to do away with 
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him. The unworthy and devious Caiaphas uttered his 
prophecy that “Tow know nothing, nor do you consider that 
it is better for you that one man should die instead of the 
people, so that the whole nation may not perish Caiaphas 
was serving as an unwitting instrument of Satan, and 
providing for himself a pretext to assuage his conscience: it 
is better that one die rather than the entire people. Little 
did he know how truly he spoke in a higher sense. Jesus 
would die not only for his own people but for the world. 

As we think of our Lord allowing the net gradually to 
close around him, let us think of the genuineness of the 
Incarnation. The great God truly became man and took 
unto himself the weaknesses and limitations of the human 
condition. He assumed a human nature and immersed 
himself in our condition. He had the power, but ultimately 
he did not use it to protect himself. The power of God was 
at work within these limitations, and especially within the 
most crushing of them — his death. He would allow 
himself to be crushed in bearing witness to his true nature 
and mission, and his submitting to death would be his 
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greatest work. The greatest negative in his life became the 
greatest positive. There is nothing more negative in life 
than death, and so much good seems to come to nothing 
precisely by the arrival of death. But Christ reversed this 
pattern in his death. His death, planned and orchestrated 
by his enemies — with Satan behind it all — was the 
means whereby he attained the goal of his life and his 
mission. There is nothing he did during his life that could 
compare with what he did by means of his obedient death. 
The Pharisees who plotted against him, Caiaphas the high 
priest, and others of the Sanhedrin, thought they were 
solving their problem of having to endure the person and 
influence of Jesus. In their evil way they were, instead, 
serving our Lord’s mission. The providence of God is 
all-powerful and all-encompassing. It will not lose out. So 
let us resolve to follow Christ in his path of trust in the plan 
of the Father. Whatever may happen, all things will come 
together for the good of those who love God, and for the 
good of mankind. 
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Life is complex and full of surprises, both good and 
bad. The important thing is the final upshot. The final 
outcome will be determined — as with our Lord himself — 
most especially the way we die. Death must come — and 
all will depend on how we die. This in turn will depend on 
how we have lived. Let us resolve to live in union with 
Christ so as to be able to die with him. If we die with him, 
we shall rise with him, and then reign with him. 

-- 
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PALM SUNDAY OF THE PASSION OF THE LORD 


First and Second Forms: Entrance Antiphon Cf. Mt. 
21:9 Hosanna to the Son of David, the King of Israel. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest 

Third Form: Simple Entrance Entrance Antiphon Cf. Jn 
12: 1, 12-13; Ps 24 (23): 9-10 

Six days before the Passover, when the Lord came into the 
city of Jerusalem, the children ran to meet him; in their 
hands they carried palm branches and with a loud voice 
cried out: Hosanna in the highest! Blessed are you, who 
have come in your abundant mercy! 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, who as an example of 
humility for the human race to follow caused our Saviour 
to take flesh and submit to the Cross, graciously grant that 
we may heed his lesson of patient suffering and so merit a 
share in his Resurrection. Who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 
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Scripture readings : (Entrance procession: Lk 19:28-40) 
Isaiah 50:4-7; Psalm 22:8-9, 17-20, 23-24; 

Philippians 2:6-11; Luke 22:14-23:56 

(Palm Sunday Entrance procession Gospel - Luke 19: 
28-40) Jesus proceeded on his journey up to Jerusalem. 
As he drew near to Bethphage and Bethany at the place 
called the Mount of Olives, he sent two of his disciples. He 
said, “Go into the village opposite you, and as you enter it 
you will find a colt tethered on which no one has ever sat. 
Untie it and bring it here. And if anyone should ask you, 
‘Why are you untying it? ’ you will answer, ‘The Master 
has need of it. So those who had been sent went off and 
found everything just as he had told them. And as they 
were untying the colt, its owners said to them, “Why are 
you untying this colt? ” They answered, “The Master has 
need of it. ” So they brought it to Jesus, threw their cloaks 
over the colt, and helped Jesus to mount. As he rode 
along, the people were spreading their cloaks on the road; 
and now as he was approaching the slope of the Mount of 
Olives, the whole multitude of his disciples began to praise 
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God aloud with joy for all the mighty deeds they had seen. 
They proclaimed: “Blessed is the king who comes in the 
name of the Lord. Peace in heaven and glory in the 
highest. ” Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to him, 
“Teacher, rebuke your disciples. ” He said in reply, “I tell 
you, if they keep silent, the stones will cry out!” (Luke 
19:28-40) 

Palm Sunday Holy Week begins on Palm Sunday, 
offering an opportunity to draw near to Jesus as we 
remember the greatest week in both his own life, and in the 
history of the world. The Christian strives to be with Jesus 
during this week, contemplating him and coming to know 
him more deeply. If we know him more deeply with a 
knowledge of the heart, we shall love him more tenderly. 
We ought aim to grow in a compassion for our Lord during 
his Passion, a compassion which will inspire us to want to 
be with him and to follow him precisely in his sufferings. 
We shall only gain this compassion for Christ suffering and 
crucified if we make the effort to be with him in our mind, 
heart, our imagination and soul, using the Scripture texts of 
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each day and especially the Gospel texts. So then, our 
Lord enters Jerusalem for the final week of his life with a 
vivid sense of Scripture being finally fulfilled in him, and 
of God’s eternal plan coming to fruition. He descends the 
Mount of Olives and passes through the gates amid the 
acclaim of his disciples and the crowds. He enters the holy 
city humbly, mounted on a colt but as the promised King 
nevertheless. He is the Messiah-King entering to take 
possession of his kingdom. Little did the excited people 
know how this would be done. In a worldly sense, success 
often depends on winning the allegiance of those who 
matter, so that they in turn will bring the people with them. 
Christ did not carry the leaders of the nation with him — in 
fact they rejected him, hated him, campaigned against him, 
and finally put him to death. But this, paradoxically, was 
precisely the path to ultimate success in his mission which 
was to redeem the world. It would be done through 
rejection, the utmost suffering and apparent failure. Our 
Lord knew all this. He knew that God’s way was not the 
way of man. He was fully aware of the path that would 
lead to the redemption of the world, which was the path of 
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suffering and death. Christ was fully aware, too, of the 
grandeur of his very own Person. The crowds proclaimed 
“Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Peace in heaven and glory in the highest .” At this the 
Pharisees in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, rebuke your 
disciples. ” He said in reply, “I tell you, if they keep silent, 
the stones will cry out!’’'' (Luke 19:28-40). 

There was no person in the world to compare with 
Christ because he was a divine Person with a human 
nature. By means of his human nature this divine Person, 
the Son of God made man, would suffer to a degree no 
other man had suffered and would ever suffer. He did this 
for each of us. Christ loved me, St Paul writes, and gave 
himself up for me. We, who know this, are able in memory 
and in spirit to accompany our Lord during his approach 
and entry into Jerusalem, but with a much greater insight 
and appreciation than that possessed by his disciples and 
the crowd at the time. In our prayer we can relive the 
scene, joyfully acclaiming Christ as the King of kings and 
the Lord of lords, the One who has established the 


-582 - 



kingdom of God here on earth. In his goodness, God has 
placed us with Christ in this kingdom. In our hearts let us 
take our stand with him now, acknowledging with joy that 
Jesus is our King, and indeed the true Lord of the world. 

This is the week above all others when we place 
ourselves at the side of Jesus. We accompany him, fully 
aware of who he is and of what he is doing. While one of 
the fruits of this week ought be an increase of compassion 
for Jesus who suffered so much for each one of us, it must 
not end there. As a result of this week, we ought to have 
gained the grace to live all this out in our everyday life. 
Every day must be lived in the company of Jesus. We 
ought view every day as he did. Every day must be looked 
on as an opportunity to contribute towards the advance of 
God’s kingdom which Jesus our Lord established by his 
Death and Resurrection. Every day is a chance to choose 
what Jesus chose, which is obedience to the Father while 
carrying the Cross and while on the Cross. This is the key 
to untold good. It is one of the most distinctive things 
which our Lord, by his life and death, revealed to mankind. 
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The true path to victory, the true path to happiness and life 
in abundance lies in the acceptance and choice of the 
Cross. 

If there is one grace we ought pray for during Holy 
Week it is the grace to see the blessings of Christ’s Cross, 
and to pray, as did the saints, for the wisdom to accept and 
indeed welcome the Cross with Christ when it comes. It 
comes to unite us to Christ and to sanctify us and the 
world. The Cross of Christ is our path to glory with him. 

-- 
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Monday of Holy Week 


Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 35 (34): 1-2; 140 (139):8 
Contend, O Lord, with my contenders; fight those who 
fight me. Take up your buckler and shield; arise in my 
defence, Lord, my mighty help. 

Collect Grant, we pray, almighty God, that, though in our 
weakness we fail, we may be revived through the Passion 
of your Only Begotten Son. Who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Isaiah 42:1-7; Psalm 27:1, 2, 3, 13-14; 

John 12:1-11 

Six days before Passover Jesus came to Bethany, 
where Lazarus was, whom Jesus had raised from the dead. 
They gave a dinner for him there, and Martha served, 
while Lazarus was one of those reclining at table with him. 
Mary took a litre of costly perfumed oil made from genuine 
aromatic nard and anointed the feet of Jesus and dried 
them with her hair; the house was filled with the fragrance 
of the oil. Then Judas the Iscariot, one of his disciples, and 
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the one who would betray him, said, “Why was this oil not 
sold for three hundred days’ wages and given to the 
poor? ” He said this not because he cared about the poor 
but because he was a thief and held the money bag and 
used to steal the contributions. So Jesus said, “Leave her 
alone. Let her keep this for the day of my burial. You 
always have the poor with you, but you do not always have 
me. ” The large crowd of the Jews found out that he was 
there and came, not only because of him, but also to see 
Lazarus, whom he had raised from the dead. And the chief 
priests plotted to kill Lazarus too, because many of the 
Jews were turning away and believing in Jesus because of 
him. (John 12:1-11) 

Christ the Centre There are many who have a lot 
of admiration for Christianity because of its outstanding 
contribution to the welfare of man. In certain Asian, 
African and Middle Eastern countries the presence of 
Christianity - specifically, the Catholic Church - in 
education, health care and various other areas of human 
development is well out of proportion to the numbers of 
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Christians who live there. Even communist Vietnam was 
keen to have operating within its borders some consecrated 
religious of Mother Teresa of Calcutta’s Order because of 
the welfare they would bring. All this stands to reason 
because the service of man in need is a distinguishing 
feature of the religion of Jesus Christ. Our Lord told his 
disciples that all men would know that they were his 
disciples by the fact that they loved one another as he loved 
them. In describing the Last Judgment, our Lord said that 
he, as Judge, would say to all that whatever they did to the 
least he would count as having been done to him. In 
stating this, our Lord was bringing to fulfilment a central 
feature of divine revelation from the beginning. The 
prophets of the Old Testament constantly inveighed against 
a religion that stressed sacrifices of bulls and goats to the 
neglect of the poor and oppressed. St James, in his Letter 
in the New Testament, states that religion pure and simple 
involves coming to the aid of widows and keeping oneself 
undefiled from the world. So, being the Good Samaritan is 
part of the essence of living as a Christian. The danger, 
however, is that Christianity can be reduced to this, with 
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love for God himself being marginalized to the 
background. So it is that we often hear reference to the 
“Christian spirit”, and the context shows that the term 
signifies little more than philanthropy. In this way of 
viewing the matter, a person is a “Christian” if he is good 
to others. 

But of course, a Christian is one who loves and 
follows the Person of Christ. Christ is foremost in the life 
of the Christian. Our Gospel passage today (John 12:1-11) 
has much to teach us as to this priority in the Christian 
faith. We read that “they gave a dinner for him there, and 
Martha served, while Lazarus was one of those reclining at 
table with him. Mary took a litre of costly perfumed oil 
made from genuine aromatic nard and anointed the feet of 
Jesus and dried them with her hair; the house was filled 
with the fragrance of the oil.” This oil was a very valuable 
substance — the equivalent of far the greater part of a 
year’s wages. In other words it was worth many thousands 
of dollars in today’s value, and Mary poured it out over the 
feet of Jesus as a sign of love and veneration for his person. 
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It was an act of pure worship and love for him, having no 
ulterior purpose. Judas showed his true colours on this 
occasion, which was not long before he would betray Jesus 
for the thirty pieces of silver. He said, “Why was this oil 
not sold for three hundred days ’ wages and given to the 
poorT ’ St John comments that “He said this not because he 
cared about the poor but because he was a thief and held 
the money bag and used to steal the contributions” (John 
12:1-11). Our Lord corrected him — in quick defence of 
Mary who performed the action — saying that it was a 
perfectly appropriate manifestation of love for him, for the 
poor would always be around, but not he. That is to say, 
being a disciple of Christ cannot be reduced to doing good 
things for those in need. Being Christ’s disciple means 
loving Christ and venerating him as Master and Lord. It is 
because of this that one loves and serves others. 

Perhaps the “litre of costly perfumed oil made from 
genuine aromatic nard ” belonged to Mary herself, and not 
just to the family of Mary, Martha and Lazarus. Perhaps it 
was her own free initiative to pour it all out in an act of 
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love and veneration for Jesus. Alternately, she may have 
done this as a loving initiative representing the three of 
them, and according to their common wish. It may have 
been valuable nard bought with the intention of anointing 
and embalming family members, and used to a point on 
their brother Lazarus after he died, and before our Lord 
raised him from the dead. Who knows! Whatever of this, 
the Church holds Mary’s action and example up before us 
today to remind us of the centrality of the Person of Christ 
in our Christian life. Let us give our hearts entirely to him 
together with the sacrifices this will entail. 

-- 
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Tuesday of Holy Week 


Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 27 (26): 12 Do not leave me to 
the will of my foes, O Lord, for false witnesses rise up 
against me and they breathe out violence. 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, grant us so to celebrate 
the mysteries of the Lord’s Passion that we may merit to 
receive your pardon. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your 
Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Isaiah 49:1-6; Psalm 71:1-6, 15 and 17; 

John 13:21-33, 36-38 

Reclining at table with his disciples, Jesus was deeply 
troubled and testified, “Amen, amen, I say to you, one of 
you will betray me. ” The disciples looked at one another, 
at a loss as to whom he meant. One of his disciples, the 
one whom Jesus loved, was reclining at Jesus ’ side. So 
Simon Peter nodded to him to find out whom he meant. He 
leaned back against Jesus ’ chest and said to him, “Master, 
who is it? ” Jesus answered, “It is the one to whom I hand 
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the morsel after I have dipped it. ” So he dipped the morsel 
and took it and handed it to Judas, son of Simon the 
Iscariot. After Judas took the morsel, Satan entered him. 
So Jesus said to him, “What you are going to do, do 
quickly. ” Now none of those reclining at table realized why 
he said this to him. Some thought that since Judas kept the 
money bag, Jesus had told him, “Buy what we need for the 
feast, ” or to give something to the poor. So Judas took the 
morsel and left at once. And it was night. When he had 
left, Jesus said, “Now is the Son of Man glorified, and God 
is glorified in him. If God is glorified in him, God will also 
glorify him in himself, and he will glorify him at once. My 
children, I will be with you only a little while longer. You 
will look for me, and as I told the Jews, ‘Where I go you 
cannot come, ’ so now I say it to you. ” Simon Peter said to 
him, “Master, where are you going? ” Jesus answered him, 
“Where I am going, you cannot follow me now, though you 
will follow later. ” Peter said to him, “Master, why can I 
not follow you now? I will lay down my life for you. ” Jesus 
answered, “Will you lay down your life for me? Amen, 
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amen, I say to you, the cock will not crow before you deny 
me three times. ” (John 13:21-33, 36-38) 

One’s image of God One of the notable things 
about many (though not all) of the religions of man is the 
image they have of God as being one who is distant. As 
far as I am aware most of the indigenous religions have 
something of a high god, but he is very far away, and once 
his creative work is over, he tends to withdraw and leave 
the involvement with man and creation to lesser spirits. 
And so rituals are largely addressed to these more minor 
deities and the myths are very largely about them. Islam 
counts itself as a revealed religion (though Christianity and 
Judaism, with due and genuine respect for Islam, do not 
accept this), and its image of Allah is of one who is utterly 
transcendent. I tend to think that this transcendence of 
Allah is a matter of great distance from man. The great 
and good Allah does not seem to be very close or 
immanent. He seems to be a master rather than a father. 
This distance of God from man that is found in several 
religions has a certain parallel in various philosophies too, 
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such as deism. The deistic image has God beginning 
creation and then leaving it to the laws and energies he has 
given to it. Perhaps this too is a reflection of the feeling 
that man has of God being somewhere far away from him 
because, after all, he is not to be physically seen. Whatever 
about that speculation, the sense of God being absent is a 
common feeling. For this reason the great spiritual writers 
have urged the cultivation of the sense of the presence of 
God. If we hope to live a vital religion, we must constantly 
advert to the fact that God is very near, and that he 
observes all. But there is much more to revealed religion, 
and specifically the religion revealed by Jesus Christ, than 
this. God is not only present to us and observing us, but he 
loves us. There is even more to be said than this, and it is 
that the love of God for us is not only purely altruistic (or 
agape ) but it is desirous of our love in return ( eros ). God 
yearns for our love. In some sense he, our Father, may be 
said to suffer if we do not love him. 

This can be said because Christ is the image of the 
unseen God, as St Paul writes. Our Lord said at the Last 
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Supper that he who sees me sees the Father. Now, our 
Lord suffered because his love was not returned. He was 
very, very human, and had a heart that gave the purest love 
while at the same time desiring our love in return. In the 
highest and purest sense his love was both agape and eros, 
as Pope Benedict XVI repeatedly pointed out. What we 
are talking about is the sacred heart of Jesus. Our Gospel 
text today (John 13:21-33, 36-38) brings out vividly how 
he suffered at the betrayal of Judas whom he had 
personally chosen to be one of his Twelve to be with him 
and to be sent out as his envoy. Let us imagine the 
emotion involved in our Gospel scene of today: “ Reclining 
at table with his disciples, Jesus was deeply troubled and 
testified, ‘Amen, amen, I say to you, one of you will betray 
me. ’ The disciples looked at one another, at a loss as to 
whom he meant. One of his disciples, the one whom Jesus 
loved, was reclining at Jesus ’ side. So Simon Peter nodded 
to him to find out whom he meant. He leaned back against 
Jesus ’ chest and said to him, ‘Master, who is it? ’ Jesus 
answered, ‘It is the one to whom I hand the morsel after I 
have dipped it. ’ So he dipped the morsel and took it and 
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handed it to Judas, son of Simon the Iscariot. After Judas 
took the morsel, Satan entered him.” Our Lord tells Simon 
Peter that he, too, will deny him. Indeed, we could say that 
very much part of the indescribable agony of our Lord’s 
Passion and Death would have been his full awareness of 
the indifference to his sacrifice of so many persons in the 
ages to come. Jesus is God, and he suffered from our lack 
of love. He is consoled by our love and by our efforts to 
make up for the lack of love in others. 

Let our image of God be guided entirely by what he 
has revealed of himself, especially in his Son Jesus Christ. 
God is not distant. He is not afar off. He is close and he 
loves us ardently with a love that longs for our love in 
return. The Christian life is a life of love in response to the 
love with which God has loved us first. Let us abide in this 
love and every time we fail in it, let us begin again. So 
then, now I begin! 

-- 
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Wednesday of Holy Week 


Entrance Antiphon Cf. Phil 2:10, 8, 11 At the name of 
Jesus, every knee should bend of those in heaven and on 
the earth and under the earth, for the Lord became obedient 
to death, death on a cross: therefore Jesus Christ is Lord, to 
the glory of God the Lather. 

Collect O God, who willed your Son to submit for our 
sake to the yoke of the Cross, so that you might drive from 
us the power of the enemy, grant us, your servants, to attain 
the grace of the resurrection. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Isaiah 50:4-9a; Psalm 69:8-10, 21-22, 

31 and 33-34; Matthew 26:14-25 

One of the Twelve, who was called Judas Iscariot, 
went to the chief priests and said, “What are you willing to 
give me if I hand him over to you?” They paid him thirty 
pieces of silver, and from that time on he looked for an 
opportunity to hand him over. On the first day of the Feast 
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of Unleavened Bread, the disciples approached Jesus and 
said, “Where do you want us to prepare for you to eat the 
Passover? ” He said, “Go into the city to a certain man and 
tell him, ‘The teacher says, “My appointed time draws 
near; in your house I shall celebrate the Passover with my 
disciples. ” The disciples then did as Jesus had ordered, 
and prepared the Passover. When it was evening, he 
reclined at table with the Twelve. And while they were 
eating, he said, “Amen, I say to you, one of you will betray 
me. ” Deeply distressed at this, they began to say to him 
one after another, “Surely it is not I, Lord? ” He said in 
reply, “He who has dipped his hand into the dish with me 
is the one who will betray me. The Son of Man indeed 
goes, as it is written of him, but woe to that man by whom 
the Son of Man is betrayed. It would be better for that man 
if he had never been born. ” Then Judas, his betrayer, said 
in reply, “Surely it is not I, Rabbi? ” He answered, “You 
have said so. ” (Matthew 26:14-25) 

Good and evil I have always felt that Shakespeare’s 
greatest plays are his tragedies. Consider Macbeth, or 
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King Lear or Hamlet. The protagonists are caught up in 
the whirlpool of a profound flaw which the Christian 
would call sin, and a disintegration follows. Consider too 
the Greek tragedies, and indeed the tragic element in all 
human history. Now, until the end of the world the figure 
of Judas will surely be a most powerful reminder of the 
tragedy of sin, and Judas is no figure of mere literature. He 
was a historical personage and we have the story of him 
solemnly presented in the pages of the Gospels. He is the 
one who turned traitor to Christ. How is it that an obscure 
nobody who was called to the singular privilege of being a 
personal companion and envoy of God the Son made man, 
one who was granted an intimate association with him in 
the most important undertaking in the history of man, one 
whom our Lord called to be his personal friend — and 
whom our Lord addressed as “friend” at the moment of 
betrayal — could turn against him? Judas actually lived 
with our Lord. He heard words from his lips every day. 
He had the gift of Christ’s personal friendship for him, and 
watched his smile. Yet Judas lost the faith. It was a 
tragedy beyond compare, a tragedy for Judas himself - 
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Judas who by divine calling was called to the greatness of 
an Apostle. He was called to be a great saint, and the feast 
day of each of the Apostles except for him is celebrated in 
the Church’s Liturgical Year. Despite his high call, the 
sense of things that we gain from the Gospel accounts is 
that Judas, for all his unmerited personal association with 
Jesus Christ, lost his soul. 

We read in our Gospel passage today that “One of the 
Twelve, who was called Judas Iscariot, went to the chief 
priests and said, ‘What are you willing to give me if I hand 
him over to you? ’ They paid him thirty pieces of silver, and 
from that time on he looked for an opportunity to hand him 
over ” (Matthew 26:14-25). Judas threw Christ away for 
thirty pieces of silver! We have in him encapsulated the 
drama and the tragedy of the human heart. It can throw 
away everything for nothing. I once knew a very good 
priest who died in Spain, and I heard it said that before he 
died he said that he was very grateful to have had the gift 
of life. Life is a very great gift, offering so much 
possibility because with it comes human freedom. But it is 
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a gift that carries consequences and the story of Judas is a 
solemn reminder of the consequence that will flow from a 
sinful use of freedom. Ultimately, life is about the 
acceptance or rejection of Christ, whether he is known 
explicitly or implicitly. Cardinal Newman wrote towards 
the end of his life that Conscience is the “aboriginal vicar 
of Christ ” {Letter to the Duke of Norfolk) and by this he 
meant that Christ is present and represented in the 
authentic voice of Conscience. Our eternity will depend on 
our acceptance or rejection of Christ, whether we know 
him explicitly or in his implicit representatives. Let us be 
fully alive to the consequences of our choices in thought, 
word or deed. Every day is our opportunity sent by God to 
make of our life a precious jewel, or a sad tragedy. The 
life of Judas, so full of promise, was this sad tragedy, a 
tragedy never to be undone or reclaimed, even though God 
in his powerful providence drew infinite fruit for mankind 
from the sin he vilely perpetrated. 

Two banners are flying in the universe. One is that of 
good, the other that of evil. The one is the banner of 
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Christ, the other is that of Satan and all who are led by his 
deceits. Let us take our stand by the banner of Christ and 
fight with his great weapon which is that of obedient 
suffering. It is the Cross of Christ that takes us to victory, 
and the ones who prefer the thirty silver pieces fall 
headlong to a tragic abyss. 

-- 
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Holy Thursday of The Lord’s Supper 


At the Evening Mass 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Gal 6:14 We should glory in the 
Cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, in whom is our salvation, 
life and resurrection, through whom we are saved and 
delivered. 

Collect O God, who have called us to participate in this 
most sacred Supper, in which your Only Begotten Son, 
when about to hand himself over to death, entrusted to the 
Church a sacrifice new for all eternity, the banquet of his 
love, grant, we pray, that we may draw from so great a 
mystery, the fullness of charity and of life. Through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Exodus 12:1-8, 11-14; Psalm 116:12-13, 
15-16bc, 17-18; 1 Corinthians 11:23-26; John 13:1-15 

Before the feast of Passover, Jesus knew that his hour 
had come to pass from this world to the Father. He loved 
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his own in the world and he loved them to the end. The 
devil had already induced Judas, son of Simon the Iscariot, 
to hand him over. So, during supper, fully aware that the 
Father had put everything into his power and that he had 
come from God and was returning to God, he rose from 
supper and took off his outer garments. He took a towel 
and tied it around his waist. Then he poured water into a 
basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet and dry them 
with the towel around his waist. He came to Simon Peter, 
who said to him, “Master, are you going to wash my feet? ” 
Jesus answered and said to him, “What I am doing, you do 
not understand now, but you will understand later. ” Peter 
said to him, “You will never wash my feet. ” Jesus 
answered him, “Unless I wash you, you will have no 
inheritance with me. ” Simon Peter said to him, “Master, 
then not only my feet, but my hands and head as well. ” 
Jesus said to him, “Whoever has bathed has no need 
except to have his feet washed, for he is clean all over; so 
you are clean, but not all. ” For he knew who would betray 
him; for this reason, he said, “Not all of you are clean. ” So 
when he had washed their feet and put his garments back 
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on and reclined at table again, he said to them, “Do you 
realize what I have done for you? You call me ‘teacher’ 
and ‘master, ’ and rightly so, for indeed I am. If I, 
therefore, the master and teacher, have washed your feet, 
you ought to wash one another’s feet. I have given you a 
model to follow, so that as I have done for you, you should 
also do. ” (John 13:1-15) 

Humble love There are a few questions that have 
risen from the heart of man and that have remained like a 
great summer’s cloud from generation to generation. One 
of those questions is, What is God like ? The religions of 
man give answers beyond number to this, as do the 
numerous philosophical systems. Had God not revealed 
himself and shown to us what he is like, how could we 
have gained much certain knowledge of the matter? We 
would have had the native capacity to do so to some extent, 
but the vagaries of human thought show that our 
knowledge of what God is like would be paltry. For 
instance, vast numbers of societies have thought that there 
are numerous gods. St Augustine prior to his conversion 
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had immense difficulty shaking off his notion that God was 
a great material substance. Many great minds have 
considered the deity to be a principle rather than a person. 
Others have thought of God as just the soul of the universe. 
Into this darkness came a great light, and that light was 
Christ. He is the light of the world, and without him man 
walks in darkness. He is the one who reveals the great God 
because he is the great God himself. He is the Son of the 
Father, Light from Light, true God from true God. In this 
man Jesus dwells the fulness of the godhead bodily. What 
he was doing, God was doing. What he was saying, God 
was saying. What he was thinking, God was thinking. 
When he smiled, God was smiling. When he was speaking 
to someone, God was speaking to that person. Christ is the 
image and the revelation of the Father. At the Last Supper 
he said to his disciples, he who sees me, sees the Father. 
What, then, does our Lord reveal God to be like? This is 
one of the great questions of mankind. Our Lord raised 
the dead, healed the sick, fed the hungry, calmed the 
storms, drove out devils. There was nothing he could not 
do. He showed that God is almighty. But the greater 
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surprise was that he showed in his own Person that God is 
utter love. God loves and he loves humbly. There is a 
sense in which God is humble: he loves us to the point of 
taking the lower place for our sakes, and delights in doing 
so for love of us. And so we read in today’s Gospel, the 
Gospel for Holy Thursday, that “ during supper, fully aware 
that the Father had put everything into his power and that 
he had come from God and was returning to God, he rose 
from supper and took off his outer garments. He took a 
towel and tied it around his waist. Then he poured water 
into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet and dry 
them with the towel around his waist ” (John 13:1-15). 

Inasmuch as in seeing Jesus we see the Father, it was 
the Father too who, in union with his Son made Man, went 
from disciple to disciple washing the feet of each, and the 
Holy Spirit was the divine impulse of the action. The great 
God was stooping down before his creatures and washing 
their feet as if he were their servant. He was doing this 
because he loved them, and his love was distinguished by 
its humility. God loves and he loves humbly. Our Lord 
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said to his disciples that the Son of Man had come not to be 
served but to serve. He told them that 7 am meek and 
humble of heart. This is what God is like. That is his 
character. That is his inner life. If we wish to gain a 
glimpse of the inner life of the Trinity and the relations 
between each of the three divine Persons, then we ought 
contemplate what happened in our Gospel scene today. 
The Father is humble and loving, as is the Son, and this 
humble love is the Spirit of God himself. Each divine 
Person is humble and loving towards the other, and to an 
infinite degree. This is how God deals with us. Not only 
did God the Son made man wash the feet of his disciples at 
the Last Supper. He also gave himself to them as their 
spiritual food, and promised to abide with them as their 
heavenly nourishment till the end of time. At the Last 
Supper our Lord instituted the Eucharist, making present in 
their midst the gift of himself at Calvary the next day. He 
then told them to do the same again and again in memory 
of him. By this means, our Lord himself, as well as his 
great sacrifice for us at Calvary, abide in our midst till he 
comes again. But consider the form of this gift, the style of 
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the love that is entailed. The Eucharist is the greatest 
manifestation of humble love. That is what God is like. 
There has been no drama like that of Calvary. It was a 
cosmic drama in which the future of the universe hung in 
the balance. The power of sin was about to be broken and, 
in principle, all things set free. It was the greatest of all 
turning points. With Christ’s resurrection a new life burst 
forth, which, through the Church, was made available to 
mankind. This marvellous life is present and available in 
the living Jesus, and the living Jesus is the Eucharist. For 
this reason the Eucharist is the heart of the Church, its 
summit and source. The Eucharist is the gift of love to 
mankind, and it was given to us at the Last Supper. But 
consider how humbly our Lord offers himself to us in this 
gift! 


The great sacrifice of Calvary is re-presented at Mass 
time after time in the most ordinary of appearances, those 
of mere bread and wine. Jesus present in our Tabernacles 
is hidden, unnoticed, so very accessible, constantly being 
ignored and slighted, ever there with his heart throbbing so 
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powerfully in love. He is there as his gift to us, given 
lovingly and so humbly. If man wishes to know what God 
is like, let him think of our Lord washing the feet of his 
disciples. Let him think of him on the altar at Mass and 
present in our Tabernacles. God is love, and his love is a 
humble love. Let us resolve to follow in the footsteps of 
Christ, loving as he has loved us. It is the path that leads to 
the Cross, but it is also the path that leads to glory. 

-- 
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GOOD FRIDAY 


Good Friday commemoration of the Passion of the Lord 

Prayer Remember your mercies, O Lord, and with your 
eternal protection sanctify your servants, for whom Christ 
your Son, by the shedding of his Blood, established the 
Paschal Mystery. Who lives and reigns for ever and ever. 

Or: 

O God, who by the Passion of Christ your Son, our Lord, 
abolished the death inherited from ancient sin by every 
succeeding generation, grant that just as, being conformed 
to him, we have borne by the law of nature the image of the 
man of earth, so by the sanctification of grace we may bear 
the image of the Man of heaven. Through Christ our Lord. 

Scripture today : Isaiah 52:13-53:12; Psalm 31:2, 6, 12- 
13, 15-17, 25; Hebrews 4:14-16; 5:7-9; John 18:1-19:42 

Jesus went out with his disciples across the Kidron 
valley to where there was a garden, into which he and his 
disciples entered. Judas his betrayer also knew the place, 
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because Jesus had often met there with his disciples. So 
Judas got a band of soldiers and guards from the chief 
priests and the Pharisees and went there with lanterns, 
torches, and weapons. Jesus, knowing everything that was 
going to happen to him, went out and said to them, “Whom 
are you looking for?” They answered him, “Jesus the 
Nazorean. ” He said to them, “I AM. ” Judas his betrayer 
was also with them. When he said to them, “I AM, “ they 
turned away and fell to the ground. So he again asked 
them, “Whom are you looking for?” They said, “Jesus the 
Nazorean. ” Jesus answered, “I told you that I AM. So if 
you are looking for me, let these men go. ” This was to 
fulfill what he had said, “I have not lost any of those you 
gave me. ” Then Simon Peter, who had a sword, drew it, 
struck the high priest’s slave, and cut off his right ear. The 
slave’s name was Malchus. Jesus said to Peter, “Put your 
sword into its scabbard. Shall I not drink the cup that the 
Father gave me? ” So the band of soldiers, the tribune, and 
the Jewish guards seized Jesus, bound him, and brought 
him to Annas first. He was the father-in-law of Caiaphas, 
who was high priest that year. It was Caiaphas who had 
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counselled the Jews that it was better that one man should 
die rather than the people. Simon Peter and another 
disciple followed Jesus. Now the other disciple was known 
to the high priest, and he entered the courtyard of the high 
priest with Jesus. But Peter stood at the gate outside. So 
the other disciple, the acquaintance of the high priest, went 
out and spoke to the gatekeeper and brought Peter in. 
Then the maid who was the gatekeeper said to Peter, “You 
are not one of this man’s disciples, are you?” He said, “I 
am not. ” Now the slaves and the guards were standing 
around a charcoal fire that they had made, because it was 
cold, and were warming themselves. Peter was also 
standing there keeping warm. The high priest questioned 
Jesus about his disciples and about his doctrine. Jesus 
answered him, “I have spoken publicly to the world. I 
have always taught in a synagogue or in the temple area 
where all the Jews gather, and in secret I have said 
nothing. Why ask me? Ask those who heard me what I 
said to them. They know what I said. ” When he had said 
this, one of the temple guards standing there struck Jesus 
and said, “Is this the way you answer the high priest?” 
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Jesus answered him, “If I have spoken wrongly, testify to 
the wrong; but if I have spoken rightly, why do you strike 
me?” Then Annas sent him bound to Caiaphas the high 
priest. Now Simon Peter was standing there keeping 
warm. And they said to him, “You are not one of his 
disciples, are you?” He denied it and said, “I am not.” 
One of the slaves of the high priest, a relative of the one 
whose ear Peter had cut off, said, “Didn’t I see you in the 
garden with him? ” Again Peter denied it. And immediately 
the cock crowed. Then they brought Jesus from Caiaphas 
to the praetorium. It was morning. And they themselves 
did not enter the praetorium, in order not to be defiled so 
that they could eat the Passover. So Pilate came out to 
them and said, “What charge do you bring against this 
man?” They answered and said to him, “If he were not a 
criminal, we would not have handed him over to you. ” At 
this, Pilate said to them, “Take him yourselves, and judge 
him according to your law. ” The Jews answered him, “We 
do not have the right to execute anyone, “ in order that the 
word of Jesus might be fulfilled that he said indicating the 
kind of death he would die. So Pilate went back into the 
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praetorium and summoned Jesus and said to him, “Are you 
the King of the Jews? ” Jesus answered, “Do you say this 
on your own or have others told you about me?” Pilate 
answered, “I am not a Jew, am I? Your own nation and 
the chief priests handed you over to me. What have you 
done? ” Jesus answered, “My kingdom does not belong to 
this world. If my kingdom did belong to this world, my 
attendants would be fighting to keep me from being handed 
over to the Jews. But as it is, my kingdom is not here. ” So 
Pilate said to him, “Then you are a king?” Jesus 
answered, “You say I am a king. For this I was born and 
for this I came into the world, to testify to the truth. 
Everyone who belongs to the truth listens to my voice. ” 
Pilate said to him, “ What is truth? ” When he had said this, 
he again went out to the Jews and said to them, “I find no 
guilt in him. But you have a custom that I release one 
prisoner to you at Passover. Do you want me to release to 
you the King of the Jews? ” They cried out again, “Not this 
one but Barabbas!” Now Barabbas was a revolutionary. 
Then Pilate took Jesus and had him scourged. And the 
soldiers wove a crown out of thorns and placed it on his 
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head, and clothed him in a purple cloak, and they came to 
him and said, “Hail, King of the Jews! ” And they struck 
him repeatedly. Once more Pilate went out and said to 
them, “Look, lam bringing him out to you, so that you may 
know that I find no guilt in him. ” So Jesus came out, 
wearing the crown of thorns and the purple cloak. And he 
said to them, “Behold, the man!” When the chief priests 
and the guards saw him they cried out, “Crucify him, 
crucify him!” Pilate said to them, “Take him yourselves 
and crucify him. I find no guilt in him. ” The Jews 
answered, “We have a law, and according to that law he 
ought to die, because he made himself the Son of God. ” 
Now when Pilate heard this statement, he became even 
more afraid, and went back into the praetorium and said to 
Jesus, “Where are you from?” Jesus did not answer him. 
So Pilate said to him, “Do you not speak to me? Do you 
not know that I have power to release you and I have 
power to crucify you? ” Jesus answered him, “You would 
have no power over me if it had not been given to you from 
above. For this reason the one who handed me over to you 
has the greater sin. ” Consequently, Pilate tried to release 
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him; but the Jews cried out, “If you release him, you are 
not a Friend of Caesar. Everyone who makes himself a 
king opposes Caesar. ” When Pilate heard these words he 
brought Jesus out and seated him on the judge’s bench in 
the place called Stone Pavement, in Hebrew, Gabbatha. It 
was preparation day for Passover, and it was about noon. 
And he said to the Jews, “Behold, your king! ” They cried 
out, “Take him away, take him away! Crucify him! ” Pilate 
said to them, “Shall I crucify your king? ” The chief priests 
answered, “We have no king but Caesar. ” Then he handed 
him over to them to be crucified. So they took Jesus, and, 
carrying the cross himself, he went out to what is called the 
Place of the Skull, in Hebrew, Golgotha. There they 
crucified him, and with him two others, one on either side, 
with Jesus in the middle. Pilate also had an inscription 
written and put on the cross. It read, “Jesus the Nazorean, 
the King of the Jews. ” Now many of the Jews read this 
inscription, because the place where Jesus was crucified 
was near the city; and it was written in Hebrew, Latin, and 
Greek. So the chief priests of the Jews said to Pilate, “Do 
not write ‘The King of the Jews, ’ but that he said, ‘I am the 
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King of the Jews ’. ” Pilate answered, “What I have written, 
I have written. ” When the soldiers had crucified Jesus, 
they took his clothes and divided them into four shares, a 
share for each soldier. They also took his tunic, but the 
tunic was seamless, woven in one piece from the top down. 
So they said to one another, “Let’s not tear it, but cast lots 
for it to see whose it will be, “ in order that the passage of 
Scripture might be fulfilled that says: They divided my 
garments among them, and for my vesture they cast lots. 
This is what the soldiers did. Standing by the cross of 
Jesus were his mother and his mother’s sister, Mary the 
wife of Clop as, and Mary of Magdala. When Jesus saw his 
mother and the disciple there whom he loved he said to his 
mother, “Woman, behold, your son. ’’ Then he said to the 
disciple, “Behold, your mother. ” And from that hour the 
disciple took her into his home. After this, aware that 
everything was now finished, in order that the Scripture 
might be fulfilled, Jesus said, “I thirst. ’’ There was a vessel 
filled with common wine. So they put a sponge soaked in 
wine on a sprig of hyssop and put it up to his mouth. When 
Jesus had taken the wine, he said, “It is finished. ” And 
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bowing his head, he handed over the spirit. Now since it 
was preparation day, in order that the bodies might not 
remain on the cross on the sabbath, for the sabbath day of 
that week was a solemn one, the Jews asked Pilate that 
their legs be broken and that they be taken down. So the 
soldiers came and broke the legs of the first and then of the 
other one who was crucified with Jesus. But when they 
came to Jesus and saw that he was already dead, they did 
not break his legs, but one soldier thrust his lance into his 
side, and immediately blood and water flowed out. An 
eyewitness has testified, and his testimony is true; he knows 
that he is speaking the truth, so that you also may come to 
believe. For this happened so that the Scripture passage 
might be fulfilled: Not a bone of it will be broken. And 
again another passage says: They will look upon him 
whom they have pierced. After this, Joseph of Arimathea, 
secretly a disciple of Jesus for fear of the Jews, asked 
Pilate if he could remove the body of Jesus. And Pilate 
permitted it. So he came and took his body Nicodemus, 
the one who had first come to him at night, also came 
bringing a mixture of myrrh and aloes weighing about one 
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hundred pounds. They took the body of Jesus and bound it 
with burial cloths along with the spices, according to the 
Jewish burial custom. Now in the place where he had been 
crucified there was a garden, and in the garden a new 
tomb, in which no one had yet been buried. So they laid 
Jesus there because of the Jewish preparation day; for the 
tomb was close by. (John 18:1-19:42) 

Christ’s success I once attended a public forum 
involving a coming together of Catholics and Muslims, to 
share what Christ and Mahomet each stood for, in respect 
to faithfulness and compassion. The forum mainly 
consisted of a presentation from a Catholic representative 
and a Muslim representative, and the one spoke of Jesus, 
the other of Mahomet. I was most disappointed in the 
presentation by the Catholic representative. There was no 
mention by him of Christ’s faithfulness to his mission of 
bearing witness to the truth of his own person, which was 
that he was divine, the Son of God made man. The central 
point, which was Christ’s divinity, remained unsaid. It 
would have been a hard saying for the many Muslims 
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there, but as an opportunity to speak of Christ, it was a 
chance sadly missed. Jesus claimed to be divine and was 
understood by his friends and his enemies as claiming this, 
and his faithfulness was demonstrated by his acceptance 
and embrace of death in witness to this truth. Christ’s 
compassion was above all at work in his bearing the sins of 
the entire world, expiating for them by his death. Every 
man and woman in history can say with St Paul, Christ 
loved me and gave himself for me. His compassion led him 
to die for the redemption of mankind. He is the Saviour of 
the world. At that forum, this point too was missed by the 
Catholic representative, and I wondered whether he failed 
to mention these critical points about Christ for fear of 
arousing hidden hostility in the minds of the Muslims. 
Perhaps not. Perhaps he felt it was not appropriate to bring 
forward Christian dogma about Christ’s divinity and the 
Atonement so explicitly. The effect of his presentation, 
though, was that Christ was portrayed as a good and holy 
preacher who went to his death bearing witness to the 
“kingdom of God”, and that was the long and the short of 
it. I had the feeling that for the Muslims, Christ may have 


-621 - 



appeared as simply a good but failed preacher with a great 
message who haplessly lost his life in the process. 

Many Muslims in that hall would have thought that 
Christ could not be compared with the very successful 
Mahomet who died full of years and achievements, 
surrounded by his wives. Christ’s success was the direct 
fruit of his acceptance of the Cross. Humanly speaking all 
went wrong, and the means he chose to “succeed” were 
diametrically opposed to the means of the world, including 
the means chosen by Mahomet. Christ redeemed the world 
from sin not by winning the allegiance of Jerusalem the 
capital, or the majority of the people — which is what 
Mahomet could claim to have achieved in his geographical 
setting — but precisely by bearing witness to the truth of 
his Person and mission unto death. This he did by 
accepting obediently his Passion and Death which was the 
consequence of this witness. Obedience to the Father in 
the midst of suffering and death was the way the Son of 
God made man achieved perfect success. For this reason 
he was able to cry out at the point of death, “It is 
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accomplished!” Another way of rendering the statement 
could be, It is achieved! Christ died for our sins and, by 
dying, he destroyed our death. By his death he and he 
alone opened the gates of heaven to mankind. This is what 
the Christian world celebrates in commemorating the 
Passion and Death of Jesus Christ. For this reason Christ 
cannot be compared with nor put on the level of any other 
founder of a religion. His mission was unique and 
unheard-of. His Person, too, was and is unique. Above all, 
the climax of his life and its crowning moment is beyond 
compare. This moment was his death on the Cross. Its 
effect pervades the whole of mankind and the entire 
universe because it attacked and broke the power of sin, 
which is nothing other than disobedience to God. Christ’s 
obedience on our behalf snapped asunder the deadly grip of 
our disobedience. If we but unite ourselves to him, his 
obedience will save us from our own disobedience. A 
fundamental dogma of the Christian faith is that of the 
Atonement, Christ atoning by his death for the sins of the 
world — and that is above all what we commemorate and 
celebrate on Good Friday. 
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The Christian is called to believe this with all his 
heart, to bear witness to the truth of it by his words and his 
life. He bears witness to it in his life by accepting with the 
mind of Christ, the sufferings that come his way and which 
God permits. Let us gain the strength to do this by a 
fervent life of prayer and participating in the Sacraments, 
especially the Sacrament of Penance and the Eucharist. 

-- 
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Holy Saturday Morning 


Scripture today : There is no Mass in the morning. A 
possible passage for meditation and prayer could be: 

John 19:38-42 

After this, Joseph of Arimathea, secretly a disciple of Jesus 
for fear of the Jews, asked Pilate if he could remove the 
body of Jesus. And Pilate permitted it. So he came and 
took his body. Nicodemus, the one who had first come to 
him at night, also came bringing a mixture of myrrh and 
aloes weighing about one hundred pounds. They took the 
body of Jesus and bound it with burial cloths along with 
the spices, according to the Jewish burial custom. Now in 
the place where he had been crucified there was a garden, 
and in the garden a new tomb, in which no one had yet 
been buried. So they laid Jesus there because of the Jewish 
preparation day; for the tomb was close by. (John 19:38- 
42 

Descent to the dead On Good Friday, Christ’s faithful 
commemorate his death on the Cross at Calvary. Today on 
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Holy Saturday, the Church waits at the Lord’s tomb, 
meditating on his descent to the dead. The altar in the 
church is left bare, and the sacrifice of the Mass is not 
celebrated. On this day we allow the thought of Christ 
having died for our sins to fill our hearts. He suffered, died 
and was buried, and he descended to the dead. The Son of 
God made man, the Lord of all life, the Light of the world, 
descended to the darkness of death, as we all do. He 
himself experienced nothing of its corruption. These are 
firm historical facts, part of the rock foundation of 
Christian belief. There are even some (eg., Islam) who 
maintain that Christ did not die on the Cross (and therefore 
did not rise), but that, at most, someone else did. This, it 
scarcely needs saying, is entirely gratuitous. Christ 
traversed the path into death that we must follow, and 
showed us how we are to pass through this great and 
imposing door. Our path is to suffer and to die as he did, 
but with this pivotal difference, that we do it in him and 
with him. If we live in him and with him, if we suffer in 
him and with him, if we die in him and with him, then we 
shall share in his resurrection. We too will suffer (in our 
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measure), die and be buried, as he. But the divine life he 
has shared with us at our baptism, the life that came to us 
then and which was nourished by the Sacraments and by 
our life of prayer and Christian living, will be utterly 
indestructible. Our death is a real death, as was our Lord’s, 
but if we die with him we shall live with him beyond death. 
Then, after the general resurrection at the very end we shall 
live in our bodies with him and, glorified in him, we shall 
reign with him for ever. 

Let us today keep watch in our hearts at the tomb of Christ 
where his body lies inside, and as we watch, let us ponder 
on what death now is, in the light of the death of Christ. 
Because Christ our Redeemer has been there, death has 
been transformed. 
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The Season of 
Eastertide 
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Easter Vigil 


Collect : O God, who make this most sacred night radiant 
with the glory of the Lord’s Resurrection, stir up in your 
Church a spirit of adoption, so that, renewed in body and 
mind, we may render you undivided service. Through our 
Lord Jesus Christ your Son, who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture readings for the Easter Vigil in the Holy Night of 
Easter 

Genesis l:l-2:2 or 1:1, 26 31a; Psalm 104:1-2, 5-6, 10, 
12, 13-14, 2 Genesis 22:1-18 or 22:1-2, 9a, 10-13, 15-18; 
Psalm 16:5, 8, 9-10, 11 Exodus 14:15-15:1; Exodus 
15:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 17-18 Isaiah 54:5-14; Psalm 30:2, 4, 5- 
6, 11-12, 13 Isaiah 55:1-11; Isaiah 12:2-3, 4, 5-6 
Baruch 3:9-15, 32; Psalm 19:8, 9, 10, 11 Ezechiel 36:16- 
17a, 18-28; 

When baptism is celebrated. Psalm 42:3, 5; 43:3, 4 
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When baptism is not celebrated. Isaiah 12:2-3, 4bcd, 5-6; 
Psalm 51:12-13, 14-15, 18-19 

Epistle: Romans 6:3-11; Psalm: 118:1-2, 16-17, 22 23; 
Gospel : Luke 24:1-12 

At daybreak on the first day of the week the women 
who had come from Galilee with Jesus took the spices they 
had prepared and went to the tomb. They found the stone 
rolled away from the tomb; but when they entered, they did 
not find the body of the Lord Jesus. While they were 
puzzling over this, behold, two men in dazzling garments 
appeared to them. They were terrified and bowed their 
faces to the ground. They said to them, “Why do you seek 
the living one among the dead? He is not here, but he has 
been raised. Remember what he said to you while he was 
still in Galilee, that the Son of Man must be handed over to 
sinners and be crucified, and rise on the third day. ” And 
they remembered his words. Then they returned from the 
tomb and announced all these things to the eleven and to 
all the others. The women were Mary Magdalene, Joanna, 
and Mary the mother of James; the others who 
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accompanied them also told this to the apostles, but their 
story seemed like nonsense and they did not believe them. 
But Peter got up and ran to the tomb, bent down, and saw 
the burial cloths alone; then he went home amazed at what 
had happened. (Luke 24:1-12) 

Life and death The saddest and most awful thing 
about life is death. Attend any funeral — say, the funeral 
of a mother who has lived a long life in the midst of her 
beloved children. Consider their emotions as the coffin is 
being lowered into the grave. It is one of the saddest of all 
experiences. All there is, is loss. It may be a beloved 
spouse, or one’s child. Or again, a person contracts cancer 
and its progress cannot be stopped. Slowly or suddenly it 
conquers and finally lays the sufferer low in death. Or 
again, a tidal wave sweeps all before it over several island 
communities and families are devastated, numbers of them 
being wiped out. Wars break out between communities 
within a nation, and between nations. The result is death to 
so many. Death, and all that does or could lead to death, is 
the worst thing about life, and it cannot be avoided. At 
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most it can be delayed or its circumstances mitigated. 
Death is the enemy of life and inasmuch as it puts an end to 
every life, in that respect it is always the victor. Why is 
this the case? Why should there be death at all, when 
there is life in the first place? Various persons and 
religious systems in history have guessed at an answer. 
But we would never have known for certain why there is 
death had it not been revealed to us by the Creator and 
giver of life, God himself. God has revealed that sin 
entered the world through one man and with sin, death 
spread to the whole human race. Death as we know it, our 
great and all conquering enemy, was the result of man’s 
original sin. That original sin was man’s first great action, 
and in it our first parents asserted themselves before God 
and refused to submit to him. The result was catastrophic. 
The wages of sin are death, St Paul writes, and the 
ubiquitous presence of death ought be a reminder of the all- 
pervading presence of sin and of how sad and awful are its 
consequences. If we are to really live, and live forever, 
then clearly sin has to be taken away. But how could sin 
ever be taken away from the world? No mere man could 
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do it. No civilization, however advanced, could grapple 
with sin and eliminate it because it is present at the very 
roots of the soul of man. So near to us and so powerful, its 
removal is utterly beyond man’s capacity. Indeed, so 
profoundly rooted is it in the soul of man, that of himself 
he cannot naturally even renounce it, let alone take it away. 
The question that floats over the millennia of human 
history is precisely this, how is sin to be taken away from 
the world? Great numbers of persons have never 
recognized the question because they have not recognized 
the reality and the evil of sin. But that is the question of 
mankind, because that is man’s fundamental problem. Let 
that problem be answered, and the key to life and 
happiness in the universe will have been provided, in 
principle. Until the problem of the presence of sin has 
been solved, death and all that is associated in any way 
with death will remain the victor. 

Now, into this darkness of man has stepped the 
Redeemer, Christ the Lord. He arrived with the answer. 
He, divine person as he is, is one of us - a man in every 
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way except that no sin could ever possibly touch him. A 
man like us, he is a divine Person who, with his human 
nature, was able to grapple with our ancient enemy and 
defeat it. He grappled with the sin of the world by 
embracing in a spirit of obedience its result which was 
death. By dying in obedience, he destroyed our death and 
won for us the grace to combat and overcome its cause, 
which is sin. The remedy for sin was Christ’s obedient 
death on our behalf. He suffered and died for us, and by 
this means paid the price for our redemption. Our Lord 
repeatedly told his disciples that he, the Messiah, had to 
suffer and to die, and then to rise again. He told them that 
the Scriptures foretold this, and it is not hard to find this 
teaching in the Scriptures in one form or another. The 
Liturgy of the Word of the Easter Vigil Mass (Luke 24:1- 
12) gives us portions of it. But the greatest component of 
the remedy was the Resurrection. Imagine going through 
the sadness and loss of a most loved one dying, and then 
having that same loved one return from the grave never to 
die again, but to be in one’s company unceasingly from 
then on! That was the experience of our Lord’s disciples, 
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but there was this further blessing. By their union with the 
risen Jesus in faith and love they were granted the gift of 
his Holy Spirit, the third divine Person. It was by the 
power of this Holy Spirit that Christ had offered himself up 
as a victim for our deliverance, and it was by the power of 
this same Spirit that he rose from death in his humanity to 
an unending life. This same Holy Spirit is his gift to us on 
his rising from the dead and returning to his Father. All 
who receive this gift receive the gift of holiness and of life. 
By receiving the Holy Spirit at our baptism we receive the 
means of overcoming sin and of living a new life which 
will never come to an end, because it is a share in Christ’s 
risen life. Christ is the lamb of God who takes away the 
sin of the world, and he did so by dying on the Cross and 
rising from the dead. Today we celebrate his rising from 
the dead, showing his victory over sin and over the result 
of sin which is death. If we unite ourselves to him in faith 
and love, embracing baptism and membership in the 
Church his body, and living accordingly, then in him we 
too will be victorious over sin and death. That is the 
answer to the problem of mankind. Christ is the answer to 
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man’s fundamental need. If we live with him and die with 
him then we shall rise and reign with him. So let us 
resolve to renounce sin and to know Christ and love him 
with all our heart, for Christ is really all we need. If we 
have him, and if in everything that we do we live in him, 
then we have all. If we do not have him, and if in 
everything that we do we lack him, then we remain in our 
sins and our fundamental plight remains. 

On this night and on this day when we relive our 
Lord’s rising from the dead, let us renew our conviction 
that Jesus Christ is Lord, and as Lord he is the answer and 
the hope of every man and of the entire world. Let us 
resolve to take our stand with Christ and to accept his offer 
of friendship with him. He does not call us servants, but 
his friends and disciples, and he wants to share with each 
of us life in abundance, his own divine life. Let us then 
renew our baptismal promises to renounce sin and Satan 
utterly, and let us profess and resolve to live our Catholic 
faith fully. It will mean the Cross, but it is this which will 
take us to glory with Christ. 
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Easter Sunday: The Resurrection of the Lord 
(Mass during the Day) 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 139 (138): 18,5-6 I have risen, 
and I am with you still, alleluia. You have laid your hand 
upon me, alleluia. Too wonderful for me, this knowledge, 
alleluia, alleluia. 

Or: 

Lk 24:34; cf. Rev 1:6 The Lord is truly risen, alleluia. To 
him be glory and power for all the ages of eternity, alleluia, 
alleluia. 

Collect O God, who on this day, through your Only 
Begotten Son, have conquered death and unlocked for us 
the path to eternity, grant, we pray, that we who keep the 
solemnity of the Lord’s Resurrection may, through the 
renewal brought by your Spirit, rise up in the light of life. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 
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Scripture of Easter Day : Acts 10:34a, 37-43; Psalm 
118:1-2,16-17,22-23; Colossians 3:1-4 or I Corinthians 
5:6b-8; John 20:1-9 or Mark 16:1-7 or Luke 24:13-35 

On the first day of the week, Mary of Magdala came 
to the tomb early in the morning, while it was still dark, 
and saw the stone removed from the tomb. So she ran and 
went to Simon Peter and to the other disciple whom Jesus 
loved, and told them, “They have taken the Lord from the 
tomb, and we don’t know where they put him. ” So Peter 
and the other disciple went out and came to the tomb. 
They both ran, but the other disciple ran faster than Peter 
and arrived at the tomb first; he bent down and saw the 
burial cloths there, but did not go in. When Simon Peter 
arrived after him, he went into the tomb and saw the burial 
cloths there, and the cloth that had covered his head, not 
with the burial cloths but rolled up in a separate place. 
Then the other disciple also went in, the one who had 
arrived at the tomb first, and he saw and believed. For 
they did not yet understand the Scripture that he had to rise 
from the dead. (John 20:1-9) 
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The empty tomb It had all come suddenly to an 
inglorious end. The Prophet from Galilee, so intrepid and 
unconquerable, so esteemed by “the rabble” and the 
populace, so perplexing in his miracles and manifest 
probity, so formidable in religious debate, was at last at an 
end. His enemies had, it seemed, conquered — the three 
bodies hung from their crosses. Jesus had died before the 
other two, whose legs were broken to hasten their deaths 
because the Sabbath was fast approaching. There the 
forlorn scene stood, with darkened sky and the earth 
strangely shaken. The crowd was gone. A few remained 
— his mother, some women and a young disciple. They 
were awaiting the arrival of Joseph of Arimathea and 
Nicodemus, both of the Sanhedrin. Joseph had gone to the 
Procurator for permission to have the body so as to give it a 
hasty but special burial in a beautiful shroud. All up, it had 
been a good result for the Temple aristocracy and various 
of the Sanhedrin. They returned from the scene to their 
houses prior to the start the Sabbath, now happy. The 
day’s business had been successful, though doubtless deep 
within their hearts there was a gnawing feeling. Their great 
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Opponent was eliminated. They could now return to their 
customary hegemony over the religion of the nation. It had 
been a great victory, decisively assisted by a break in the 
ranks of this so-called Prophet’s chosen Twelve. Judas had 
come to his sorry end, but so what? The important task 
had been accomplished and the protracted disturbance of 
this Pretender was now over. His disciples had been dealt 
a death-blow. The shepherd having been struck, the sheep 
were now scattered. It was all over, and the end of it all 
was well displayed in the lonely inertness on the hill of the 
Skull. All was silent and deathly still. This Man would 
now disappear into the hole of forgotten history, a brief 
flash forever extinguished. 

But a great turn in the annals of world history was 
about to occur. As we read in the Gospel accounts, early 
on the third day, the first day of the week following the 
Sabbath, the tomb was discovered to be empty. Jesus had 
predicted it: on the third day he would rise, for the 
Scriptures had to be fulfilled. The women had come early 
— as soon as was practicable after the Sabbath rest — and 
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lo! The great stone was to the side and the tomb was 
empty. Peter and John saw the fact too (John 20:1-9). The 
angel declared it: he had risen! Strangely, his disciples 
had completely forgotten what he said would be the upshot 
of what was coming. Over the course of that Sunday, the 
first day of the week, it was a sensation among the 
disciples — word spread. The Lord appeared to Mary 
Magdalene and to the women. He appeared to two 
disciples walking out to Emmaus. He appeared to Simon. 
He appeared to the Eleven that evening and breathed on 
them the Holy Spirit, conferring on them a share in his 
mission and the power to forgive sins. Imagine the 
meeting there must have been between Jesus and his holy 
mother! The scene shifted to Galilee where he met them 
again. St Paul tells us that about five hundred of the 
disciples saw the risen Jesus on one occasion before he 
finally returned to the Father. In some sense, a strong 
intimation of the event had got to the religious leaders, 
because St Matthew tells us that the tomb’s guards reported 
it to their superiors (28:11-15). Still, it was only after the 
sending of the Spirit at Pentecost that the great fact burst 
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on the attention of the people especially in Jerusalem, 
including among the leaders who hoped that an end had 
been made to the whole business. It was now a case of 
catch-up: the disciples, filled with the grace of the Holy 
Spirit, were fearlessly telling all of the fact. The same One 
who had died, the predicted Messiah and Son of God, was 
alive and in glory. 

Jesus Christ would be the most famous and influential 
man in history. The world would never be the same again, 
for Jesus had atoned for the sin of the world, and 
empowered his Church to bring the forgiveness of sins to 
the world and a share in the life of God. “ From his fullness 
we have all received, grace upon grace. For the law was 
given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus 
Christ. No one has ever seen God; the only Son, who is in 
the bosom of the Father, he has made him known ” (John 
1:17-18). 
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Monday in The Octave of Easter 


Entrance Antiphon Ex 13: 5, 9 The Lord has led you into a 
land flowing with milk and honey, that the law of the Lord 
may always be on your lips, alleluia. 

Or: 

The Lord has risen from the dead, as he said; let us all exult 
and rejoice, for he reigns for all eternity, alleluia. 

Collect O God, who give constant increase to your 
Church by new offspring, grant that your servants may 
hold fast in their lives to the Sacrament they have received 
in faith. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 2:14, 22-33; Psalm 16:l-2a and 5, 
7-11; Matthew 28:8-15 

Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went away 
quickly from the tomb, fearful yet overjoyed, and ran to 
announce the news to his disciples. And behold, Jesus met 
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them on their way and greeted them. They approached, 
embraced his feet, and did him homage. Then Jesus said to 
them, “Do not be afraid. Go tell my brothers to go to 
Galilee, and there they will see me. ” While they were 
going, some of the guard went into the city and told the 
chief priests all that had happened. The chief priests 
assembled with the elders and took counsel; then they gave 
a large sum of money to the soldiers, telling them, “You 
are to say, ‘His disciples came by night and stole him while 
we were asleep. ’ And if this gets to the ears of the 
governor, we will satisfy him and keep you out of trouble. ” 
The soldiers took the money and did as they were 
instructed. And this story has circulated among the Jews 
to the present day. (Matthew 28:8-15) 

The Resurrection Years ago (in 1973) one very 
prominent Australian politician was asked if he regarded 
himself as a Christian, and he replied that he looked on 
himself rather as a fellow-traveller of Christianity. He 
explained that inasmuch as acceptance of the Resurrection 
of Christ was the pivotal issue, he did not regard himself as 
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a Christian. This was because he did not accept that Christ 
rose from the dead. It is a pity the politician did not go on 
to explain why he did not accept the Gospel accounts of the 
Resurrection. He was a very intelligent man and he 
certainly understood one of the basic issues in the Christian 
faith. Acceptance of the Resurrection of Christ from the 
dead is one critical point of belief and if one does not 
accept this then one is certainly not a Christian. Islam does 
not accept that Christ rose from the dead — and indeed, 
officially Muslims do not accept that he died on the Cross, 
presumably because it would imply that he rose from the 
dead if he had so died. Within certain Christian theological 
circles there have been various attempts to make the 
doctrine of the Resurrection more accommodating and 
understandable to ordinary reason and human experience. 
The result has often been a loss of the full truth of Christ 
having risen in all his human and bodily reality from the 
dead. The Gospel accounts make it very clear that Christ’s 
disciples knew they were not just imagining that he was 
back with them. He was not just present in his spirit in, 
say, the way Samuel was called up from the dead to speak 
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with Saul. In our Gospel passage today Jesus met two of 
the women: “ Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went 
away quickly from the tomb, fearful yet overjoyed, and ran 
to announce the news to his disciples. And behold, Jesus 
met them on their way and greeted them. They approached, 
embraced his feet, and did him homage. Then Jesus said to 
them, “Do not be afraid. Go tell my brothers to go to 
Galilee, and there they will see me” (Matthew 28:8-15). 

Of course, our Lord did not rise from the dead in the 
same sense that some of those in the Gospels rose from the 
dead after having been raised to life by Christ himself. The 
little girl who was raised to life by our Lord went on to live 
her life, and perhaps she lived on to an advanced age. We 
know nothing about her, not even her name. The young 
man who was the son of the widow of Nain went on to live 
out his life after having been raised by Christ from the 
dead. Our Lord raised his friend Lazarus from the dead 
after his having been in the grave for four days. He would 
have lived many years after that. But then they all died 
because they had been brought back to nothing other than 
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the life they had been living before death. The remainder 
of their lives, thus restored to them, would have had its 
same challenges and difficulties. Above all, the task of 
growing in holiness of life remained before them, and they 
still could have either saved or lost their souls. But the life 
to which Christ rose in his full human, bodily and personal 
reality was a glorified life, never to end. It was the life of 
heaven. It is this glorified Jesus, the same Jesus in all his 
prior identity with body, soul, humanity and divinity, 
whom his disciples so joyfully met, felt, heard and 
conversed with. It brought them unending joy and 
certainty in all the trials that would befall them. They 
never again doubted the fact. It is this same risen life which 
Christ gives to his disciples through baptism. It is this 
certain conviction of the Resurrection of Christ, of Christ 
as alive in his total reality, which with the help of the Holy 
Spirit the mature Christian has attained. By contrast there 
are those who have never considered the Resurrection, and 
those who have rejected it. We can never judge the 
motives for this rejection, but one set of motives is 
decidedly unworthy and self-condemnatory — those we 
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see portrayed in the chief priests of our Gospel passage 
today. 

We who are disciples of Christ are called to bear 
witness to the Resurrection, and to the fact that Jesus the 
Lord is alive. He lives, he is the Lord, and he offers a 
share in his risen life to the world. Let us work at so 
growing in our faith as to be worthy witnesses of this in our 
everyday life. 

-- 
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Tuesday in The Octave of Easter 


Entrance Antiphon Cf. Sir 15:3-4 He gave them the water 
of wisdom to drink; it will be made strong in them and will 
not be moved; it will raise them up for ever, alleluia. 

Collect O God, who have bestowed on us paschal 
remedies, endow your people with heavenly gifts, so that, 
possessed of perfect freedom, they may rejoice in heaven 
over what gladdens them now on earth. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 2:36-41; Psalm 33:4-5, 18-20, 22; 

John 20:11-18 

Mary Magdalene stayed outside the tomb weeping. 
And as she wept, she bent over into the tomb and saw two 
angels in white sitting there, one at the head and one at the 
feet where the Body of Jesus had been. And they said to 
her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” She said to them, 
“They have taken my Lord, and I don’t know where they 
laid him. ” When she had said this, she turned around and 
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saw Jesus there, but did not know it was Jesus. Jesus said 
to her, “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you 
looking for? ” She thought it was the gardener and said to 
him, “Sir, if you carried him away, tell me where you laid 
him, and I will take him. ” Jesus said to her, “Mary!” She 
turned and said to him in Hebrew, “Rabbouni, ” which 
means Teacher. Jesus said to her, “Stop holding on to me, 
for I have not yet ascended to the Father. But go to my 
brothers and tell them, 7 am going to my Father and your 
Father, to my God and your God. ’ ” Mary went and 
announced to the disciples, “I have seen the Lord, ” and 
then reported what he had told her. (John 20:11-18) 

Mary Magdalene Religion has taken numerous 
forms in the history of mankind with its rituals and myths 
and stories. Our Gospel text for today is surely one of the 
very beautiful scenes of the Gospel, and it carries us into 
the heart of Christianity, reminding us of its essence. It 
places us before the tomb of Jesus, on the morning of the 
third day following his death. His disciples are absolutely 
devastated. They loved him and all their religious hopes 
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were centred on him. He was the Messiah, and a Messiah 
far beyond their expectations. Yet in their eyes all had 
suddenly come to nothing, for he, the one they so loved 
and utterly admired, now lay dead in the tomb. He had 
gone, and this sense of total loss is encapsulated in the 
weeping figure of Mary Magdalene. The Magdalene, with 
some other women, had lovingly accompanied Jesus and 
the Twelve on mission, ministering to them in the various 
ways she could. She was one of the women who, together 
with his mother, and his mother’s sister Mary the wife of 
Clopas, had followed him as he carried his cross to 
Calvary. She must have been very close to Mary the 
mother of the Lord. But look at what happens now! The 
angels at the tomb speak to Mary, and she “ turned around 
and saw Jesus there, but did not know it was Jesus. Jesus 
said to her, ‘Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are 
you looking for? ’ She thought it was the gardener and said 
to him, ‘Sir, if you carried him away, tell me where you 
laid him, and I will take him. ’ Jesus said to her, ‘Mary! ’ 
She turned and said to him in Hebrew, ‘Rabbouni, ’ which 
means Teacher ” (John 20:11-18). I like to think that a 
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wonderful smile was on the face of Jesus as he pronounced 
Mary’s name to her, allowing her to recognize him as the 
same Jesus, but now risen. The joy that flooded into her 
soul was immense, a joy which Christ himself experienced 
at being once again with his friends and disciples. 

A favourite cry of Islam is that there is no god but 
God. Jesus Christ is the one and only God, but to be 
distinguished from two other divine Persons who are also 
the same one and only God. They are the Father and the 
Floly Spirit. On this occasion of our Gospel text today, our 
Lord refers to the Father when he tells Mary Magdalene to 
go to his “brothers” and tell them the good news that he has 
risen. “ Jesus said to her, ‘Stop holding on to me, for I have 
not yet ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers and 
tell them, 7 am going to my Father and your Father, to my 
God and your God. ’ Mary went and announced to the 
disciples, 7 have seen the Lord, ’ and then reported what he 
had told her ” (John 20:11-18). Christianity is a religion of 
mutual love between Christ who is our God, and his 
disciples. This holy love that unites Christ and each of his 
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disciples is of the essence of the Christian religion, and in 
loving Christ we are immediately taken to the Father in the 
Holy Spirit. However, while the Christian religion is a 
matter between Christ and me, it is not just a matter 
between Christ and me. Also included are his “brothers”. 
We, his “brothers”, are all together in this faith and love for 
Jesus, and just as Mary was sent to tell his “brothers” of the 
news that the Lord had risen, so his “brothers” will be sent 
to the world to make disciples of all the nations. That is to 
say, the Christian religion involves the Church which is 
Christ’s body. We are all in Christ as a body, we live in 
him together. We come to Christ in and through his 
“brothers”, who are his body the Church. Our life is a life 
of love for Jesus who has loved us and died for us, and this 
life is lived out in union with his “brothers”, who make up 
his Church. We are called to be loving disciples of Christ 
immersed in the Church he founded. Just as we love 
Christ, we ought love his holy Catholic Church, as he did. 

Let us linger in our Gospel scene today, thinking of 
the joyful love which our Lord showed towards one of his 
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most ardent disciples. That same smile which we may 
imagine on the face of Christ as he showed himself to 
Mary Magdalene he shows to each of us and to all his 
“brothers”. As St Paul wrote, Christ loved me and gave 
himself to me - we can all say this, and can say it together. 
He sends us all on mission in our everyday life to bring the 
news of his risen person to the world around us. 

-- 
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Wednesday in The Octave of Easter 


Entrance Antiphon Cf. Mt 25: 34 Come, you blessed of 
my Father; receive the kingdom prepared for you from the 
foundation of the world, alleluia. 

Collect O God, who gladden us year by year with the 
solemnity of the Lord’s Resurrection, graciously grant, 
that, by celebrating these present festivities, we may merit 
through them to reach eternal joys. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 3:1-10; Psalm 105:1-2, 3-4, 6-9; 

Luke 24:13-35 

That very day, the first day of the week, two of Jesus ’ 
disciples were going to a village seven miles from 
Jerusalem called Ernmaus, and they were conversing about 
all the things that had occurred. And it happened that 
while they were conversing and debating, Jesus himself 
drew near and walked with them, but their eyes were 
prevented from recognizing him. He asked them, “What 
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are you discussing as you walk along?” They stopped, 
looking downcast. One of them, named Cleopas, said to 
him in reply, ‘‘Are you the only visitor to Jerusalem who 
does not know of the things that have taken place there in 
these days?” And he replied to them, ‘‘What sort of 
things?” They said to him, ‘‘The things that happened to 
Jesus the Nazarene, who was a prophet mighty in deed and 
word before God and all the people, how our chief priests 
and rulers both handed him over to a sentence of death and 
crucified him. But we were hoping that he would be the 
one to redeem Israel; and besides all this, it is now the 
third day since this took place. Some women from our 
group, however, have astounded us: they were at the tomb 
early in the morning and did not find his Body; they came 
back and reported that they had indeed seen a vision of 
angels who announced that he was alive. Then some of 
those with us went to the tomb and found things just as the 
women had described, but him they did not see. ” And he 
said to them, ‘‘Oh, how foolish you are! How slow of heart 
to believe all that the prophets spoke! Was it not necessary 
that the Christ should suffer these things and enter into his 
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glory? ” Then beginning with Moses and all the prophets, 
he interpreted to them what referred to him in all the 
Scriptures. As they approached the village to which they 
were going, he gave the impression that he was going on 
farther. But they urged him, “Stay with us, for it is nearly 
evening and the day is almost over. ” So he went in to stay 
with them. And it happened that, while he was with them at 
table, he took bread, said the blessing, broke it, and gave it 
to them. With that their eyes were opened and they 
recognized him, but he vanished from their sight. Then 
they said to each other, “Were not our hearts burning 
within us while he spoke to us on the way and opened the 
Scriptures to us?” So they set out at once and returned to 
Jerusalem where they found gathered together the Eleven 
and those with them who were saying, “The Lord has truly 
been raised and has appeared to Simon!” Then the two 
recounted what had taken place on the way and how he 
was made known to them in the breaking of the bread. 
(Luke 24:13-35) 
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Faith Clearly, one of the ways of arriving at 
certain knowledge is by faith. Another is by “reason”, if 
by reason we mean the various forms of demonstration 
such as by deduction or induction. By “faith” we generally 
mean that we place our trust in the word of another, and if 
the faith is well placed it is because the authority of that 
person is trustworthy. We are continually doing this in life, 
and society could not possibly function were it not for the 
legitimacy of faith as a source of certain knowledge. For 
instance, countless people are continually relying on the 
diagnosis of qualified medical professionals, and 
submitting to the surgical intervention of specialists in 
order to deal with life-threatening conditions. They have 
placed their trust in the word of those they know have the 
authority to pronounce. The certain knowledge they have 
as a result (though there are often mistakes) would be 
utterly beyond them were they to rely solely on their own 
power to demonstrate the matter by induction or deduction. 
Faith has led them to knowledge and health and even life. 
If faith is necessary for ordinary living, how much more is 
it necessary for religion and for the knowledge of things 
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divine! How could the average person ever hope to gain a 
knowledge of things divine just by a process of personal 
reasoning without any reliance on authority? Furthermore, 
inasmuch as great minds profoundly differ on matters 
religious, this difference alone shows how erroneous the 
greatest of minds can be if all they do is engage in personal 
demonstration to attain truth, and exclude faith. The point 
here is that faith is absolutely necessary if we are to get on 
in life, and most of all if we are to get on in a religious life. 
A reluctance to believe (simply because it is belief) will 
lead to nowhere. Of course, one’s belief must be well 
placed, and those who have religious belief must strive to 
ensure that their religious belief is actually taking them to 
the truth. It could be landing them in abiding and profound 
error. It all hinges on whether the authority on which we 
rely is utterly trustworthy. 

In our Gospel today, two of our Lord’s disciples are 
with heavy hearts making their way together to the village 
of Emmaus, on the third day after his crucifixion. They 
were joined by the risen Jesus, but for whatever reason 
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they were unable to recognize him. Our Lord drew them 
out and they told him how they “ were hoping that he would 
be the one to redeem Israel; and besides all this, it is now 
the third day since this took place” Their faith in him as 
the promised Messiah had been shattered because of “/low 
our chief priests and rulers both handed him over to a 
sentence of death and crucified him” Jesus had been 
rejected and put to death — which is to say, nothing had 
come of their hopes at all. Now, what did our Lord reprove 
them for? He reproved them for their lack of faith: “And 
he said to them, ‘Oh, how foolish you are! How slow of 
heart to believe all that the prophets spoke! Was it not 
necessary that the Christ should suffer these things and 
enter into his glory? ’ Then beginning with Moses and all 
the prophets, he interpreted to them what referred to him in 
all the Scriptures” (Luke 24:13-35). They had been 
“foolish” and “slow of heart to believe”, and this was 
blameworthy because it was unjustified and had led to their 
present plight. Everything pivoted around a readiness to 
believe, because there was every reason to believe. That 
there had indeed been every reason to believe, our Lord 
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made clear by “ beginning with Moses and all the prophets, 
he interpreted to them what referred to him in all the 
Scriptures .” Our Lord did not accuse them of bad will — 
they were foolish and slow. Above all they had known 
him. This, together with the teaching of the Scriptures, 
ought to have been sufficient. Our Lord’s authority was 
entirely trustworthy, and soon he would send the Spirit to 
confirm it all again. 

Let us recognize how fundamental the act of faith is. 
We believe in one God the Father almighty, and in Jesus 
Christ his only Son our Lord who was born of the Virgin 
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, died, was buried, and 
rose triumphant from the grave. We place our faith in the 
Person of Jesus and in his word, and his person and his 
word is brought to us by the Church his body and his 
oracle. For this reason, too, we believe the testimony of 
the Church to be entirely trustworthy. Let us guard and 
live by our faith, and bring this same faith to others. 

-- 


- 662 - 





Thursday in The Octave of Easter 


Entrance Antiphon Wis 10: 20-21 They praised in unison 
your conquering hand, O Lord, for wisdom opened mouths 
that were mute and gave eloquence to the tongues of 
infants, alleluia. 

Collect O God, who have united the many nations in 
confessing your name, grant that those reborn in the font of 
Baptism may be one in the faith of their hearts and the 
homage of their deeds. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 3:11-26; Psalm 8:2ab and 5, 6-9; 

Luke 24:35-48 

The disciples of Jesus recounted what had taken place 
along the way, and how they had come to recognize him in 
the breaking of bread. While they were still speaking 
about this, he stood in their midst and said to them, “Peace 
be with you. ” But they were startled and terrified and 
thought that they were seeing a ghost. Then he said to 


-663 - 



them, “Why are you troubled? And why do questions arise 
in your hearts? Look at my hands and my feet, that it is I 
myself. Touch me and see, because a ghost does not have 
flesh and bones as you can see I have. ” And as he said this, 
he showed them his hands and his feet. While they were 
still incredulous for joy and were amazed, he asked them, 
“Have you anything here to eat? ” They gave him a piece 
of baked fish; he took it and ate it in front of them. He said 
to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I 
was still with you, that everything written about me in the 
law of Moses and in the prophets and psalms must be 
fulfilled. ” Then he opened their minds to understand the 
Scriptures. And he said to them, “Thus it is written that the 
Christ would suffer and rise from the dead on the third day 
and that repentance, for the forgiveness of sins, would be 
preached in his name to all the nations, beginning from 
Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things. ” (Luke 
24:35-48) 

Realization One of the characteristics of some of 
the more influential currents of modem philosophy is its 
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insistence that any assertion be empirically verifiable. If it 
cannot be proved or disproved empirically — which is to 
say by tests that directly satisfy the senses — then it is not 
admissible in serious and enlightened discourse. Of 
course, the obvious retort to this dogma is that it itself 
requires justification, and further, that it flies in the face of 
the religious voice of mankind. Be that as it may, the 
distinguishing feature of the Christian religion is that God 
has chosen to subject important elements of the religion he 
has revealed to this very test. The core doctrine of 
Christianity is that Christ rose from the dead in all his 
human reality, but glorified. What happened then? He 
subjected his risen reality to empirical tests to be 
administered by those who were not expecting what they 
were suddenly confronted with. Our Gospel report of 
today is a case in point. The risen Jesus stood in the midst 
of his startled and terrified disciples and proceeded to 
prove that he was there before them in all his physical 
reality. They actually saw him before them. They heard 
his voice. They actually touched and felt him in such a 
way that there was no mistake. He showed them his 
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wounds. He sat down and started eating. (Luke 24:35-48) 
They were not observing a phantom, nor some startling 
product of their imagination. He had real flesh and real 
bones. There was a solid reality before them which was 
just as resistant, accessible, and tangible as anything else of 
their constant experience. If his risen reality was to be 
doubted then everything else about their material 
surroundings was to be doubted. Further, this experience 
of him was not just of one or even two of his disciples but 
of all of them. Their encounter with the risen Jesus had 
been entirely verified empirically. They never doubted it 
again, but were filled with certitude. 

The difference, of course, is that while the risen Jesus 
is truly bodily and tangible, inasmuch as he is now 
glorified he is not bound to the limitations of his previous 
— and our present — bodily condition. His physical 
condition is entirely subject to his spirit. So, as we see in 
the Gospels, as risen he can appear and disappear at will, 
and in any case he dwells now both at the right hand of the 
Father and in the life of the Church, particularly in the 
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Eucharist. But it is the same Jesus who rose from the dead 
and who showed himself to his disciples repeatedly prior to 
his ascension to his heavenly Father. If the person who 
refuses belief in Christianity demands that he himself be 
granted the privilege of seeing, touching and hearing Jesus 
before he deigns to allow the Christian claim that Christ 
rose, then this is manifestly unreasonable. It would 
preclude the acceptance of all other things in experience, 
the news of which comes from the testimony of others. In 
any case, we remember that this was the exact position of 
Thomas, one of the Twelve. He was not with the others 
when Jesus appeared to them, and he refused to believe. 
He required a personal viewing before he would entertain 
any possibility of accepting their testimony. Christ obliged 
him in this, and provided him with all the empirical tests he 
required. Thomas saw, heard, touched and felt the risen 
Jesus, and immediately proceeded to acknowledge Jesus 
not only as risen from the dead, but as being God himself. 
“My Lord and my God ”, Thomas could only say. This we 
read in another Gospel from that of today. So then, when 
we pray to Jesus, let us constantly remember that he is very 
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real, though not seen. When we gaze upon the Tabernacle 
remembering the Real Presence within the Tabernacle, and 
when we receive the Eucharistic Jesus in Holy Communion 
at Mass, let us remember that the One before us is the risen 
Jesus, there before us in all his human, divine and risen 
reality, though under the appearances of bread. All this we 
know on the authority of the word of the risen Jesus. 

Christ Jesus is risen from the dead. He is Lord. All 
authority has been given to him. He asks of his disciples in 
every generation that they embark on each day’s work with 
the ambition of serving him and of bearing witness to the 
resurrection before the world around them. It is by their 
bearing this daily witness that the world will come to know 
Christ and the power of his resurrection. 

-- 
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Friday in The Octave Of Easter 


Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 78 (77): 53 The Lord led his 
people in hope, while the sea engulfed their foes, alleluia. 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, who gave us the 
Paschal Mystery in the covenant you established for 
reconciling the human race, so dispose our minds, we pray, 
that what we celebrate by professing the faith we may 
express in deeds. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your 
Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 4:1-12; Psalm 118:1-2, 4, 22-27a; 

John 21:1-14 

Jesus revealed himself again to his disciples at the 
Sea of Tiberias. He revealed himself in this way. Together 
were Simon Peter, Thomas called Didymus, Nathanael 
from Cana in Galilee, Zebedee’s sons, and two others of 
his disciples. Simon Peter said to them, “I am going 
fishing. ” They said to him, “We also will come with you. ” 
So they went out and got into the boat, but that night they 
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caught nothing. When it was already dawn, Jesus was 
standing on the shore; but the disciples did not realize that 
it was Jesus. Jesus said to them, “Children, have you 
caught anything to eat? ” They answered him, “No. ” So he 
said to them, “Cast the net over the right side of the boat 
and you will find something. ” So they cast it, and were not 
able to pull it in because of the number offish. So the 
disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, “It is the Lord. ” 
When Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he tucked in 
his garment, for he was lightly clad, and jumped into the 
sea. The other disciples came in the boat, for they were not 
far from shore, only about a hundred yards, dragging the 
net with the fish. When they climbed out on shore, they 
saw a charcoal fire with fish on it and bread. Jesus said to 
them, “Bring some of the fish you just caught. ” So Simon 
Peter went over and dragged the net ashore full of one 
hundred fifty-three large fish. Even though there were so 
many, the net was not torn. Jesus said to them, “Come, 
have breakfast. ” And none of the disciples dared to ask 
him, “Who are you?” because they realized it was the 
Lord. Jesus came over and took the bread and gave it to 
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them, and in like manner the fish. This was now the third 
time Jesus was revealed to his disciples after being raised 
from the dead. (John 21:1-14) 

Christ risen Once again, on this day within the 
octave of the Resurrection, the Church places before our 
prayerful consideration a scene from the Gospels in which 
the risen Jesus appears before his disciples. When we 
compare these scenes with, say, any scene of the Old 
Testament, is there anything like it? Try to think of any 
vision of someone from the dead in the Old Testament and 
ask yourself if there is any comparison? We might think of 
Saul approaching the fortune teller before his last battle, 
and asking that she conjure Samuel up from the dead, and 
then speaking to Samuel who rises from JJades to speak to 
him briefly. There is no comparison between that and our 
Gospel scene today. Try to think of any scene in world 
literature or historical writing which purports to describe 
encounters with those who have died. There is no 
comparison between them and our scene today. There is 
the risen Christ on the shore at dawn watching the disciples 
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in the boat. Then he calls out to them, directing them to a 
huge catch. There is not the slightest doubt in the minds of 
the disciples (after John recognized “the Lord”) that it was 
he who was there, alive and real. It was no ghost, no spirit 
from the dead, no mere image. But while the disciples 
knew it was he, there was a mysterious difference in him 
— and it was a considerable one. He was glorified and 
transformed, and yet “ none of the disciples dared to ask 
him, ‘Who are you?’ because they realized it was the 
Lord .” Our Lord was living a new life, one that 
transcended the limitations of his human life prior to his 
Passion and Death, and this new life added an elevated 
difference to his aspect because of the indescribable 
transformation of his Resurrection. 

Our Lord comes across in our scene as so very human, 
so very much part of our ordinary life still. He prepares 
and offers them breakfast just as he might have during his 
public ministry. “ When they climbed out on shore, they 
saw a charcoal fire with fish on it and bread. Jesus said to 
them, ‘Bring some of the fish you just caught. ’ So Simon 
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Peter went over and dragged the net ashore full of one 
hundred fifty-three large fish. Even though there were so 
many, the net was not torn. Jesus said to them, ‘Come, 
have breakfast (John 21:1-14). He is present in their 
ordinary activities, close to them in their needs. He assists 
them, showing them consideration in little ways. He is not 
gone from them as are the dead. No. He has re-entered 
their lives and he now means to stay with them forever, 
though he will not normally be seen. What is Jesus now 
like? Our Gospel scene today narrating Christ standing on 
the shore, calling to his disciples, helping them succeed in 
their fishing, preparing breakfast for them when they 
disembark and being their friend, drawing them into his 
ongoing mission, all of this describes what Jesus is now 
like. This is what the Resurrection means — it means that 
Jesus our friend and master, our brother, our Redeemer and 
our God, is with us still. He did not die and just go to 
heaven in his spirit like any one of many great saints. No, 
he rose physically from the dead and is constantly with us 
sharing with us his own risen life through the Sacraments, 
through the ministry of the Church and through our own 
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lives of prayer and religious living. This immortal life 
which he is manifestly living in the Gospel scene of today 
we now share in as a result of our baptism. We know this 
life of his will grow within our hearts if we live the life of 
grace. He is our risen Lord, our joy for all ages. 

What joy could compare with that which the disciples 
experienced while on the shore with Jesus who serves them 
breakfast? Let us pray for the grace to be utterly convinced 
of the Resurrection of Jesus Christ, that he is living and 
real, that he is present in our everyday lives just as he was 
in the lives of each of the disciples of our Gospel scene 
today. To use the words of Cardinal Newman during the 
nineteenth century, the doctrine of the Resurrection must 
be for us not just a notion but a realization. We must 
apprehend it not just as an idea but as a reality. 

-- 
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Saturday in The Octave Of Easter 


Entrance Antiphon Ps 105 (104):43 The Lord brought out 
his people with joy, his chosen ones with shouts of 
rejoicing, alleluia. 

Collect O God, who by the abundance of your grace give 
increase to the peoples who believe in you, look with 
favour on those you have chosen and clothe with blessed 
immortality those reborn through the Sacrament of 
Baptism. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 4:13-21; Psalm 118:1 and 14-21; 

Mark 16:9-15 

When Jesus had risen, early on the first day of the 
week, he appeared first to Mary Magdalene, out of whom 
he had driven seven demons. She went and told his 
companions who were mourning and weeping. When they 
heard that he was alive and had been seen by her, they did 
not believe. After this he appeared in another form to two 
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of them walking along on their way to the country. They 
returned and told the others; but they did not believe them 
either. But later, as the Eleven were at table, he appeared 
to them and rebuked them for their unbelief and hardness 
of heart because they had not believed those who saw him 
after he had been raised. He said to them, “Go into the 
whole world and proclaim the Gospel to every creature. ” 
(Mark 16:9-15) 

Witness and mission It would be an interesting 
exercise to investigate whether at the origins of any 
particular religion — I repeat, at its very origins — there 
was a stipulation to bring the religion to every single 
person in the world. I am not aware that, for instance, 
Zoroaster, nor Buddha, nor Mahomet, nor Confucius 
embarked on such a mission at the very beginning. My 
impression is that in those cases where a universalist 
impulse occurred, it was but a gradual development. 
Whether that is correct or not, the case is certainly different 
with revealed religion. Abraham was told by God that 
through him all the families of the earth would be blessed 
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(Genesis 12), and the fulfilment of this is seen in the risen 
Jesus. The Gospels indicate that as soon as Christ had 
risen from the dead he entrusted a universal mission to his 
disciples. It was an essential part of the package right from 
the beginning. He did not simply rise from the dead and 
rejoice at his reunion with his disciples, exhorting them to 
be faithful to all he had taught them. No, he immediately 
gave them what was humanly an impossible task, that of 
bringing his person and his teaching to every person in the 
world. As we read in today’s Gospel, he said to them, “Go 
into the whole world and proclaim the Gospel to every 
creature’" (Mark 16:9-15). They were to make disciples of 
all the nations. The whole world was to be brought to 
acknowledge the risen Jesus as Lord, and to live 
accordingly. Very clearly, this apostolic spirit was an 
essential element in being a disciple of the risen Jesus. 
Every one who comes to belief in Jesus receives his 
command to bring the news of him as having risen from 
the dead, with all that this implies, to others. 
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But from the beginning, too, there was the issue of 
unbelief. Our Lord’s very disciples did not believe the 
testimony of those who had seen and spoken with him. 
Our Gospel of today refers to his appearing to Mary 
Magdalene (described more fully in, say, St John’s 
Gospel), and how she went to the others to tell them that he 
was alive and that she had seen him. But, we read, “ when 
they heard that he was alive and had been seen by her, they 
did not believe .” The same thing occurred again, for our 
text tells us that “ after this he appeared in another form to 
two of them walking along on their way to the country. 
They returned and told the others; but they did not believe 
them either .” Now, when we read this we may be inclined 
to think that all this skepticism was natural and even 
healthy, and that the modern reluctance to believe the 
Gospel accounts is to be expected of any careful thinker. 
But what was our Lord’s reaction to their refusal to believe 
the testimony of those who had seen him? Did he think it 
was a natural and even commendable caution at hearing 
possibly excited and unbalanced imaginings? What does 
our text tell us? “But later, as the Eleven were at table, he 
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appeared to them and rebuked them for their unbelief and 
hardness of heart because they had not believed those who 
saw him after he had been raised ” (Mark 16:9-15). So, 
behind the unbelief of the disciples of our Lord himself, 
there was a hardness of heart — our Lord does not say bad 
will — and it was blameworthy. Our Lord was not pleased 
by their refusal to believe those who had seen him and who 
had brought to them news of it. 

Let us recognize within ourselves a hardness of heart 
that can impede a full life of faith, which is the foundation 
of the Christian life. Let us be very aware of the world’s 
propensity to refuse belief in the testimony of the Church, 
and let us bear witness nevertheless to the risen Jesus in 
our daily lives. This is an essential part of being a member 
of the Church and Christ’s disciple. 

-- 
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Second Sunday of Easter C (Divine Mercy Sunday) 

Entrance Antiphon 1 Peter 2:2 Like newborn infants, you 
must long for the pure, spiritual milk, that in him you may 
grow to salvation, alleluia. 

Or: 

4 Esdr 2:36-37 Receive the joy of your glory, giving 
thanks to God, who has called you into the heavenly 
kingdom, alleluia. 

Collect God of everlasting mercy, who in the very 
recurrence of the paschal feast kindle the faith of the 
people you have made your own, increase, we pray, the 
grace you have bestowed, that all may grasp and rightly 
understand in what font they have been washed, by whose 
Spirit they have been reborn, by whose Blood they have 
been redeemed. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 
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Scripture today : Acts 5:12-16; Psalm 118:2-4, 13-15,22-24; 

Revelation 1:9-13, 17-19; John 20:19-31 

On the evening of that first day of the week, when the 
doors were locked, where the disciples were, for fear of the 
Jews, Jesus came and stood in their midst and said to them, 
“Peace be with you. ” When he had said this, he showed 
them his hands and his side. The disciples rejoiced when 
they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, “Peace be 
with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you. ” And 
when he had said this, he breathed on them and said to 
them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. Whose sins you forgive are 
forgiven them, and whose sins you retain are retained. ” 
Thomas, called Didymus, one of the Twelve, was not with 
them when Jesus came. So the other disciples said to him, 
“We have seen the Lord. ” But he said to them, “Unless I 
see the mark of the nails in his hands and put my finger 
into the nail marks and put my hand into his side, I will not 
believe. ” Now a week later his disciples were again inside 
and Thomas was with them. Jesus came, although the 
doors were locked, and stood in their midst and said, 
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“Peace be with you. ” Then he said to Thomas, “Put your 
finger here and see my hands, and bring your hand and put 
it into my side, and do not be unbelieving, but believe. ” 
Thomas answered and said to him, “My Lord and my 
God!” Jesus said to him, “Have you come to believe 
because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have 
not seen and have believed. ” Now Jesus did many other 
signs in the presence of his disciples that are not written in 
this book. But these are written that you may come to 
believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that 
through this belief you may have life in his name. (John 
20:19-31) 

Christ the Son of God I remember years back 
watching a television interview with the prominent 
Australian-born philosopher, Peter Singer, a leading 
exponent of utilitarianism and an atheist. He stated that he 
did not believe that there is a God because if there were a 
God he would have done a better job of things. He was 
referring to the presence and scale of evil in the world. I 
presume Singer had in mind the evils of disease, hunger, 
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natural disasters, wars, sicknesses of various sorts both 
physical and mental, and so forth. These are indeed great 
evils and it is certainly a great problem trying to reconcile 
the notion of a good God with the presence of such 
suffering and evil in our life. I shall not here comment on 
the light that revelation has thrown on this problem, 
especially that light that comes in the death and 
resurrection of Christ. I do say this, though, that when 
Singer referred to the evils of the world he would not have 
had the evil of sin as such in mind, sin understood as an 
offence against God. I mention Singer only to advert to the 
tendency of the modern mind in relation to sin. I suspect 
that when most of us think of the evils of life, few of us 
would think in the first instance of the evil of offending 
God. If you compare say, the evil of being accidentally 
killed with the evil of deliberately offending God in a small 
or a grave matter, which would you instinctively think is 
the greater evil? The greater evil by far is that of 
deliberately offending God. Now, what proportion of 
people would have the conviction that the worst evil that 
can be present in life, an evil above all others which man 
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needs to avoid and be liberated from, is that of deliberately 
offending God and of being so constantly disposed to 
offend him. Now, very importantly, God has revealed that 
the evil of man sinning is the principal source of all other 
evils in our world. 

That is to say, unless sin were dealt with, no progress 
would be made in being truly free of evil. Sin is the evil 
above all which our Lord came to liberate us from. He is 
the Lamb of God who took away the unyielding dominion 
of sin in our life. If we approach him in faith for the gifts 
which he gained for us by his life and death and 
resurrection, the first and greatest gift we receive is the 
remission of sins and the power to combat and overcome 
sin. Sin is the greatest and the root evil from which man 
and the world suffer, and that is what God in his mercy has 
freed us from. God in his mercy became man in order to 
suffer and to die for each of us so as to save us from sin 
and ultimate death. This was his greatest act of power and 
it is this which, more than anything, shows that he is 
almighty. Furthermore, it was this more than anything else 


- 684 - 



which God did in becoming man, which manifested his 
mercy. It is because of the mercy of God that we have 
been granted the Holy Spirit as his great gift, and because 
of this gift we can have our sins taken away and are able to 
attain holiness of life. We are now not lost in our sins, but 
rather can become new and holy, living the life of God 
amid the various other evils of the world while 
transforming them into stepping stones of holiness. In our 
Gospel today, on the evening of the day our Lord rose from 
the dead, our Lord appeared to his apostles and gave them 
his great gift, the gift of the Holy Spirit which we in our 
turn receive at our baptism and our confirmation. Then, 
having given them this divine gift, he immediately gave 
them the power to take away sin (John 20:19-31). The 
remission of our sins is the first great manifestation of the 
mercy of God in the life of man. Our problem, though, is 
that we tend not to think of sin as much of an evil anyway, 
nor of ourselves as being sinners in need of the mercy of 
God. 


-685 - 



The difficulty of modem man is that while he has a 
lively awareness of the evils in the world, he tends not to 
regard sin as such as being one of them. He tends not to 
think of himself as being in much need of being saved from 
sin. So, in his blindness, he feels little genuine need for 
Jesus Christ, the Saviour of the world. Today is Divine 
Mercy Sunday when we especially think of the mercy of 
God as shown in his delivering us from sin. Let us pray for 
the grace of a true sense of sin and a realization of the 
mercy of God. This mercy is especially active and 
available to us in the Sacrament of Penance. Let us 
approach this great Sacrament faithfully and regularly, and 
with great devotion. It is a great channel of grace and 
mercy, and it should have a prominent place in our spiritual 
life. If it has this, it will be a principal means of attaining 
holiness. 
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Monday of the Second Week of Easter 


Entrance Antiphon Rom 6:9 Christ, having risen from the 
dead, dies now no more; death will no longer have 
dominion over him, alleluia. 

Collect Grant, we pray, almighty God, that we, who have 
been renewed by paschal remedies, transcending the 
likeness of our earthly parentage, may be transformed in 
the image of our heavenly maker. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 4:23-31; Psalm 2:1-3, 4-7a, 7b-9; 

John 3:1-8 

There was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a ruler of 
the Jews. He came to Jesus at night and said to him, 
“Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come 
from God, for no one can do these signs that you are doing 
unless God is with him. ” Jesus answered and said to him, 
“Amen, amen, I say to you, unless one is born from above, 
he cannot see the Kingdom of God. ” Nicodemus said to 
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him, “How can a man once grown old be born again? 
Surely he cannot re-enter his mother’s womb and be born 
again, can he?” Jesus answered, “Amen, amen, I say to 
you, unless one is born of water and Spirit he cannot enter 
the Kingdom of God. What is born of flesh is flesh and 
what is born of spirit is spirit. Do not be amazed that I told 
you, ‘You must be born from above. ’ The wind blows where 
it wills, and you can hear the sound it makes, but you do 
not know where it comes from or where it goes; so it is 
with everyone who is born of the Spirit. ” (John 3:1-8) 

Baptism There are many things which great 
teachers have brought to their followers and disciples, and 
in the case of some of them, to large portions of mankind. 
For example, one great positive possibly brought to many 
by Zoroaster seems to have been a form of monotheism, 
although, of course, he lived long after Abraham. Well 
now, what can be said of Jesus Christ? Yes, his doctrine of 
the Trinity — of there being three Persons in the one and 
only God — was absolutely unique, rejected by Islam 
which misconceives it as amounting to a denial of 
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monotheism. But consider Christ’s teaching in our Gospel 
today, his teaching about the new birth which, he says, is 
necessary in order to enter the Kingdom of God. Christ 
came announcing a new birth. By hindsight we can say 
that the prophets had hinted at a new birth — when, for 
instance, Jeremiah spoke of God planting in his people a 
new heart, a heart of flesh — but Christ spelled it out in all 
clarity. The long promised Kingdom of God would be 
open only to those, he tells Nicodemus in today’s Gospel, 
who are born from above (John 3:1-8). We must undergo a 
spiritual, divinely-wrought rebirth. That our Lord meant 
this literally is clear from the question that Nicodemus 
immediately asks: “How can a man once grown old be 
born again? Surely he cannot re-enter his mother’s womb 
and be born again, can he?” Our Lord in reply does not 
retract what he says, he simply makes clearer the kind of 
birth it is. Jesus answered, ‘‘Amen, amen, I say to you, 
unless one is born of water and the Spirit he cannot enter 
the Kingdom of God. What is born of flesh is flesh and 
what is bom of the Spirit is spirit .” Christ came to bring 
about a profound and radical change in the heart of man, a 
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change which, St Paul writes, involves becoming a “new 
creature.” 

This radical change involving the implanting in man 
by God of a new life is brought about by being “ born of 
water and the Spirit Our Lord is referring to the baptism 
he would institute. It would take away sins and confer the 
Spirit of God on the believer. Just before he ascended into 
heaven, he charged his disciples to go to the whole world 
and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Baptism by water was essential in his plan. It was to his 
Church that he entrusted this great Sacrament, together 
with the other Sacraments he instituted. Each man or 
woman who came to him would receive through this 
Sacrament the gift of being reborn, regenerated. From that 
rebirth would come the justification and holiness which 
was the object of God’s plan for man. Let us then preserve 
in our hearts a profound gratitude for our baptism, and a 
lively sense of its fundamental importance. The ceremony 
of baptism is so common in virtually every town and city 
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that we can easily slip into thinking of it as a mere 
ceremony, or even as a mainly family or social occasion. 
But at every baptism there is a most significant 
intervention by God the most holy Trinity. The Holy Spirit 
is conferred and a new heavenly birth occurs in the soul of 
the one being baptized, bringing immense possibilities to a 
person for growth in holiness and a likeness to Christ in the 
depths of one’s being. Sadly, in all too many cases, the 
baptism of a child is promptly forgotten and its 
implications rarely adverted to by the family, let alone the 
child. Those enormous possibilities come to nothing. 

Let us think of Christ setting forth the fundamental 
importance of our baptism. Let us pray for a deeper 
appreciation of what came to us at our baptism and of its 
implications for everyday life. Our baptism incorporated 
us into Christ and into the Church which he founded and 
sustains. It is the beginning and foundation of divine life 
within us. 
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Tuesday of the Second Week of Easter 


Entrance Antiphon Rev 19: 7, 6 Let us rejoice and be glad 
and give glory to God, for the Lord our God the Almighty 
reigns, alleluia. 

Collect Enable us, we pray, almighty God, to proclaim the 
power of the risen Lord, that we, who have received the 
pledge of his gift, may come to possess all he gives when it 
is fully revealed. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 4:32-37; Psalm 93:lab, lcd-2, 5; 

John 3:7b-15 

Jesus said to Nicodemus: “ ‘You must be born from 
above. ’ The wind blows where it wills, and you can hear 
the sound it makes, but you do not know where it comes 
from or where it goes; so it is with everyone who is born of 
the Spirit. ” Nicodemus answered and said to him, ‘How 
can this happen?” Jesus answered and said to him, ‘‘You 
are a teacher of Israel and you do not understand this ? 
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Amen, amen, I say to you, we speak of what we know and 
we testify to what we have seen, but you people do not 
accept our testimony. If I tell you about earthly things and 
you do not believe, how will you believe if I tell you about 
heavenly things? No one has gone up to heaven except the 
one who has come down from heaven, the Son of Man. 
And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the desert, so 
must the Son of Man be lifted up, so that everyone who 
believes in him may have eternal life. ” (John 3:7b-15) 

Nicodemus In our Gospel scene today, we are 
placed in the room where Jesus and Nicodemus are 
conversing. Nicodemus visited Jesus by night, and let us 
appreciate again who it was whom Nicodemus was 
visiting. Firstly, despite his humble and unnoticed 
background, Jesus was quickly emerging as an outstanding 
prophet and teacher in Israel. Were we to search for 
something of a parallel in our own day, imagine a man in 
his early thirties without masters or doctorate degrees in 
Religion suddenly appearing in public and completely 
dominating, by his personal authority and obvious 
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experience and knowledge (together with miracles), all the 
acknowledged masters of the field. Continuing with our 
imagined case, think of most of those recognized 
authorities regarding him as an impertinent upstart because 
he was not among their number and did not have their 
“qualifications”. But then imagine the few better ones 
among them accepting his towering spiritual figure and 
approaching him for the light that he was. Such was 
Nicodemus. He came to Jesus by night in order to 
converse with him about his doctrine. Imagine the two 
talking say, by candlelight! With whom was Nicodemus 
speaking, and to whom was he listening? It was with no 
ordinary “Rabbi” — which Nicodemus had addressed him 
as — nor simply with a “teacher who comes from God.” 
No. Just think! Jesus was God himself, though Nicodemus 
did not then know it. This is the One whom Nicodemus 
was watching, listening to, and asking questions of. 
Nicodemus had seated before him the Son of God made 
man, the promised Messiah, the Redeemer of the world. In 
that ordinary and simple setting, there sat (or stood) the 
Man of the universe and of the ages, to whom all mankind 
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is called to look and listen. So, just as Nicodemus looked 
and listened, so let each of us do the same, remembering 
who Jesus of Nazareth really is. 

In his words to Nicodemus, Jesus speaks of a few 
absolutely central things. Inasmuch as it is John who is 
reporting the conversation, we may presume that John was 
present at the conversation, and perhaps at least a few 
others of our Lord’s disciples too. After all, our Lord does 
speak to Nicodemus in the plural as if he is referring not 
only to himself but his companions in mission too: “ Amen, 
amen, I say to you, we speak of what we know and we 
testify to what we have seen, but you people do not accept 
our testimony. If I tell you about earthly things and you do 
not believe, how will you believe if I tell you about 
heavenly things?” So let us imagine our Lord addressing 
Nicodemus with some of his disciples gathered around as 
well, and our Lord speaking not as if alone but as part of 
the chosen group. His words remind us of his presence as 
head of the body of his disciples, which is the Church — 
and John perhaps reported his words with this in mind. He 
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abides in the Church and works in and through the Church 
and her ministry and teaching. He is found together with 
his Church. His teaching comes from him indeed, but it 
comes to us in, through and with that of the Church. 
Furthermore, this teaching is from heaven. It is a divine 
revelation. “If you do not believe me when I speak to you 
about things in this world, how are you going to believe me 
when I speak to you of heavenly things ?” And what is that 
teaching? It is above all that Jesus, God’s Son, has come 
down from heaven to die for us all and thus to bring eternal 
life to those who believe in him: “No one has gone up to 
heaven except the one who has come down from heaven, 
the Son of Man. And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in 
the desert, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, so that 
everyone who believes in him may have eternal life ” (John 
3:7b-15). Jesus Christ, the Son of God made man, came 
down from heaven to give his life for the world. 

Let us listen to Jesus with our whole heart. On the 
mountain during the Transfiguration, the Father announced 
from the cloud that Jesus is his beloved Son. All were to 
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listen to him. Those words resound across the centuries 
and are to be brought to all men. As members of Christ’s 
Church we are called to bear witness to Christ Jesus as the 
teacher and saviour of mankind. 

-- 
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Wednesday of the Second Week of Easter 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 18 (17):50; 22 (21):23 I will 
praise you, Lord, among the nations; I will tell of your 
name to my kin, alleluia. 

Collect As we recall year by year the mysteries by which, 
through the restoration of its original dignity, human nature 
has received the hope of rising again, we earnestly beseech 
your mercy, Lord, that what we celebrate in faith we may 
possess in unending love. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 5:17-26; Psalm 34:2-3, 4-9; 

John 3:16-21 

God so loved the world that he gave his only-begotten 
Son, so that everyone who believes in him might not perish 
but might have eternal life. For God did not send his Son 
into the world to condemn the world, but that the world 
might be saved through him. Whoever believes in him will 
not be condemned, but whoever does not believe has 
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already been condemned, because he has not believed in 
the name of the only-begotten Son of God. And this is the 
verdict, that the light came into the world, but people 
preferred darkness to light, because their works were evil. 
For everyone who does wicked things hates the light and 
does not come toward the light, so that his works might not 
be exposed. But whoever lives the truth comes to the light, 
so that his works may be clearly seen as done in God. 
(John 3:16-21) 

Death The greatest practical problem facing the 
world and every man is death and all that leads to death. 
Ultimately sickness leads to death, as can poverty, as can 
unhappiness in its various forms. When I say that these 
various forms of human deprivation lead to death, I mean 
that they point to death, and that if they are unchecked and 
not dealt with appropriately, they favour those things that 
lead to death. Death is the great problem of man, the world 
and the universe. The various discoveries of science and 
medicine attempt to enhance life and postpone death or 
lessen its impact. But ultimately they cannot overcome it. 
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Furthermore, from the point of view of plain evidence, 
what is there to suggest that death will cease being the 
victor even after it has put an end to this life? The spirit of 
man hopes that there will be an afterlife and strongly 
senses that there is. The religions of man indicate that man 
has a premonition that there is an afterlife. That said, 
conscience intimates that there will be a reckoning on 
one’s deeds beyond death, and fears the result of it. Man 
could scarcely feel confident of his prospects in view of his 
proneness to sin and wrongdoing. What is there to ensure 
that death in some sense will not be the victor beyond the 
end of this life, even if there is some kind of afterlife for the 
soul of man — in other words that there will not be a kind 
of second death? Many of the religions of man have very 
shadowy notions and imaginings about the afterlife, and 
those religions that speak of the equivalent of a heaven 
may — from the point of view of real evidence — simply 
be indulging in pipe-dreams. Such would be our sombre 
prospects, I suggest, were it not for divine revelation. 
Death would always be the great black hole of the universe 
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into which we all disappear never to return, a black hole in 
which there would never be light. 

But in fact all is now different. Death is not, and need 
not be, the victor. In our Gospel passage today St John 
writes that “God so loved the world that he gave his 
only-begotten Son, so that everyone who believes in him 
might not perish but might have eternal life. For God did 
not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but 
that the world might be saved through him'’'' (John 3:16-21). 
Death has come through man’s sin, and the Creator of all 
has entered our scene to reverse the situation facing all of 
us. At the origin of this stupendous divine initiative is 
love, God’s love. He so loved the world that he sent his 
Son to save the world from death and its cause, which is 
sin. Christianity is not a simple religion, as Pope St Paul 
VI once wrote, but we can say that there is a certain 
simplicity about its essential act. The essential act of the 
Christian is faith, faith in Jesus Christ. Without this faith 
in him for who he claimed to be and for what he claimed to 
have done, one cannot profess to be a Christian. This act 
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of faith is the foundation of the Christian life that follows. 
Now, St John tells us in our passage today Christ came so 
that “everyone who believes in him might not perish but 
might have eternal life.” So the answer to death in the 
universe is to believe in Jesus Christ. Of course, it is not as 
simple as it sounds, because this act of faith in the Person 
of Jesus Christ involves a full acceptance of his revelation 
and a life lived according to its demands and implications. 
Nevertheless, we have in this sentence the answer to the 
problem of man and the universe, which is death. Christ is 
the answer to all man’s needs, and our response to him is 
faith. 


Let us rejoice in the fact that God has sent us a 
Redeemer, Jesus Christ the Son of God made man. JJe is 
our life and he is the answer to the presence of death. If we 
place our faith in him and in what he has revealed and live 
according to this faith, we shall not perish but have eternal 
life. Let us live that out in our everyday life and bring the 
message of it to others. 

-- 


- 702 - 





Thursday of the Second Week of Easter 


Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 68 (67):8-9, 20 O God, when 
you went forth before your people, marching with them 
and living among them, the earth trembled, heavens poured 
down rain, alleluia. 

Collect O God, who for the salvation of the world brought 
about the paschal sacrifice, be favourable to the 
supplications of your people, so that Christ our High Priest, 
interceding on our behalf, may by his likeness to ourselves 
bring us reconciliation, and by his equality with you free us 
from our sins. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 5:27-33; Psalm 34:2 and 9, 17-20; 

John 3:31-36 

The one who comes from above is above all. The one 
who is of the earth is earthly and speaks of earthly things. 
But the one who comes from heaven is above all. He 
testifies to what he has seen and heard, but no one accepts 
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his testimony. Whoever does accept his testimony certifies 
that God is trustworthy. For the one whom God sent 
speaks the words of God. He does not ration his gift of the 
Spirit. The Father loves the Son and has given everything 
over to him. Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life, 
but whoever disobeys the Son will not see life, but the 
wrath of God remains upon him. (John 3:31-36) 

Christ above all One of the notable features of 
modern Western education both at school and at university 
is the study of the religions of the world. The world 
religions of Buddhism, Hinduism and Islam are studied, 
and other religions of lesser extent such as Zoroastrianism 
as well. Indigenous religions of various parts of the world 
such as Africa, Asia, the Americas, Melanesia and 
Australia are intensively considered and researched. The 
great founders of the religions such as Mahomet and 
Buddha are given the respect and study that is their due. 
All of this offers great potential for the coming together of 
societies and cultures and peoples under the common 
fatherhood of God. A greater mutual understanding is put 
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within reach, together with the possibility of men working 
together to overcome the sufferings of the world. Of 
course, this will only happen if mutual respect prevails, a 
respect that gives true space for the dignity of each man 
and woman. However, the greater proximity of various 
religions does bring some hazards. One is that of conflict 
between people if the adherents of those faiths do not bring 
with them a true respect for the rights of others. This we 
are seeing all too often in our day. Another danger is the 
encouragement of relativism in respect to objective truth. 
That is to say, in according generously to each the right to 
practise the religion of his conscience provided it respects 
the rights of others, we may slip into thinking that there is 
no objectively true religion. What is objectively true is 
nothing other than that which seems to be true to you, as 
you see it. So-called “Truth” is thus deemed to be a purely 
subjective perception. This assumption implies that there 
is no objective truth and that an assertion about the 
objective supremacy of Christ is impossible. Indeed, so 
widespread is this, that Pope Benedict often spoke of “the 
dictatorship of relativism.” 
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Our Gospel passage of today states very clearly that 
“the one who comes from above is above all. The one who 
is of the earth is earthly and speaks of earthly things. But 
the one who comes from heaven is above all ” (John 
3:31-36). The proclamation of Christianity is that Jesus 
Christ is above all and that he possesses a universal 
lordship. He is the Lord of all lords, the King of all kings, 
and to him has all authority in heaven and on earth been 
given. The first reading of today’s liturgy is taken from the 
Acts of the Apostles (Acts 5:27-33) and it gives Peter’s 
testimony about Christ before the Sanhedrin. He testifies 
of Jesus that “God exalted him at his right hand as leader 
and saviour to grant Israel repentance and forgiveness of 
sins.” Jesus is at the right hand of the Father, and is the 
Saviour, the only Saviour, of the world. This was an 
audacious claim and must always seem to be so, for it does 
not allow for any other voice to be Christ’s equal. It was 
this that brought on the Christian people the wrath of the 
Roman empire for three centuries of regular persecutions. 
It was not because they were religious, nor because they 
proselytized, but because they claimed that Christ was God 
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and the only way to the Father. It implied that, while to a 
greater or lesser extent there might be various elements of 
truth in the religions of the world, the fulness and source of 
truth lies only in the Person of Jesus Christ. It brought 
suffering and death down on those making the claim, but 
truth required that witness. Our Lord himself stated before 
Pilate that it was for this that he had come into the world, 
to bear witness to the truth. Every Christian is called to do 
likewise, but with the utmost respect for others. We must 
learn to bear clear witness to the truth while manifesting a 
thorough Christlike tolerance and respect. 

Let us renew in our hearts the realization of the fact 
that Christ who comes from above is above all. He is 
above all. He sits at the right hand of the Father. He is the 
one and only Saviour of the world. It is a very hard saying 
for a religion such as that of Islam, but for love of the 
world it must be said. The salvation of mankind depends 
on Christians giving testimony to this objective truth. 

-- 
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Friday of the Second Week of Easter 


Entrance Antiphon Rev 5:9-10 You have redeemed us, 
Lord, by your Blood, from every tribe and tongue and 
people and nation, and have made us into a kingdom, 
priests for our God, alleluia. 

Collect O God, hope and light of the sincere, we humbly 
entreat you to dispose our hearts to offer you worthy prayer 
and ever to extol you by dutiful proclamation of your 
praise. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 5:34-42; Psalm 27:1, 4, 13-14; 

John 6:1-15 

Jesus went across the Sea of Galilee. A large crowd 
followed him, because they saw the signs he was 
performing on the sick. Jesus went up on the mountain, 
and there he sat down with his disciples. The Jewish feast 
of Passover was near. When Jesus raised his eyes and saw 
that a large crowd was coming to him, he said to Philip, 


-708 - 



“Where can we buy enough food for them to eat? ” He said 
this to test him, because he himself knew what he was 
going to do. Philip answered him, “Two hundred days’ 
wages worth of food would not be enough for each of them 
to have a little. ” One of his disciples, Andrew, the brother 
of Simon Peter, said to him, “There is a boy here who has 
five barley loaves and two fish; but what good are these for 
so many? ” Jesus said, “Have the people recline. ” Now 
there was a great deal of grass in that place. So the men 
reclined, about five thousand in number. Then Jesus took 
the loaves, gave thanks, and distributed them to those who 
were reclining, and also as much of the fish as they 
wanted. When they had had their fill, he said to his 
disciples, “Gather the fragments left over, so that nothing 
will be wasted. ” So they collected them, and filled twelve 
wicker baskets with fragments from the five barley loaves 
that had been more than they could eat. When the people 
saw the sign he had done, they said, “This is truly the 
Prophet, the one who is to come into the world. ” Since 
Jesus knew that they were going to come and carry him off 
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to make him king, he withdrew again to the mountain 
alone. (John 6:1-15) 

The Eucharist In his Gospel, St John almost 
invariably refers to our Lord’s miracles as “signs”. They 
are signs that reveal something far greater than themselves, 
and so by the very use of this term St John is inviting the 
reader of his Gospel to probe what the sign he is recounting 
reveals. In the case of the miracle of our passage today, it 
points to something great that happened in the past, and by 
hindsight we can see that it pointed to something far 
greater that lay ahead in the future. In our scene today 
there were thousands who had been following our Lord 
“because of the signs he was performing on the sick”, and a 
little later we learn that the men alone numbered five 
thousand (John 6:1-15). If women and some children 
followed too, it would have been a very many more. Out 
of virtually nothing our Lord fed all these people, taking a 
handful or two of food and praying over it and ordering 
that this pittance be distributed to the vast throng. It was a 
spectacular “sign”, surely reminding the people of how, at 
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the prayer of Moses, God fed the children of Israel in the 
wilderness with manna. That is to say, they had before 
them another Moses, or more correctly the great Prophet 
whom Moses foretold would come, and one who could 
lead them as their king. Christ was indeed a king and an 
invincible one at that, but of course, as he stated to Pilate, 
his kingdom was not of this world. His reign will never 
end, and the feeding of the thousands in the desert reminds 
each of us his disciples that he will sustain all those who 
choose to follow him in the journey of life. They will 
never be truly hungry nor will they thirst for they will have 
the bread of life which he, the new Moses, will give them. 

It is that bread of life coming from heaven which our 
miracle of today is a “sign” of. In a higher sense, it was an 
omen of the future. Christ would continue to feed the 
multitudes and would do so till the end of the world. It was 
not just a one-off occasion that alluded to the feeding of the 
people of God with manna in the desert. It pointed to what 
would happen in the future. The very next day in 
Capernaum, according to St John’s account in this same 


-711 - 



chapter, our Lord spoke of the bread from heaven that he, 
the Son of Man, would give them. Stunningly, he told 
them that his own flesh and blood would be this food. One 
of the amazing things about this is the directness with 
which our Lord taught this doctrine. He did not even tell 
them that those who ate his flesh and drank his blood 
would do so, not in a crass physical sense but 
sacramentally. That would be made clear at the Last 
Supper to his apostles and later to his disciples and the 
infant Church. Our Lord proclaimed the doctrine publicly 
— in the synagogue at Capernaum — and his hearers were 
asked to accept it as it stood. There were no qualifications 
given to his proclamation that his flesh would be real food 
and his blood real drink, and that unless his flesh were 
eaten and his blood were drunk, they would have no life in 
them. Perhaps our Lord did not explain publicly that this 
would be a sacrament because, if he had done this, people 
could have interpreted our Lord as meaning that the eating 
and drinking (sacramentally) of his body and blood would 
have a merely symbolic meaning. It would be only a sign, 
a metaphor. That is speculation, but what is clear is that 
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the feeding of the thousands in our Gospel text today is a 
“sign” of God’s plan to feed mankind with the true bread 
from heaven which is the body and blood of the risen 
Christ his Son. 

Our miracle today reminds us that Jesus is the new 
Moses who leads and nourishes us with food from heaven 
on our journey to the Promised Land of heaven. That 
nourishment which he constantly gives us from above is 
nothing other than his own flesh and blood — not in some 
metaphorical sense, but truly and literally. The flesh and 
blood of the risen Jesus is real food and real drink given to 
us sacramentally, given in the sacrament of the Eucharist. 
By means of it we live in him and he in us. 

-- 
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Saturday of the Second Week of Easter 


Entrance Antiphon Cf. 1 Pt 2:9 O chosen people, 
proclaim the mighty works of him who called you out of 
darkness into his wonderful light, alleluia. 

Collect Set aside, O Lord, the bond of sentence written for 
us by the law of sin, which in the Paschal Mystery you 
cancelled through the Resurrection of Christ your Son. 
Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Or: 

O God, who willed that through the paschal mysteries the 
gates of mercy should stand open for your faithful, look 
upon us and have mercy, that as we follow, by your gift, 
the way you desire for us, so may we never stray from the 
paths of life. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 
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Scripture today : Acts 6:1-7; Psalm 33:1-2, 4-5, 18-19; 

John 6:16-21 


When it was evening, the disciples of Jesus went down 
to the sea, embarked in a boat, and went across the sea to 
Capernaum. It had already grown dark, and Jesus had not 
yet come to them. The sea was stirred up because a strong 
wind was blowing. When they had rowed about three or 
four miles, they saw Jesus walking on the sea and coming 
near the boat, and they began to be afraid. But he said to 
them, “It is I. Do not be afraid. ” They wanted to take him 
into the boat, but the boat immediately arrived at the shore 
to which they were heading. (John 6:16-21) 

Do not be afraid Let us remember that in his 
Gospel, St John frequently uses the term “sign” to 
designate a miracle of our Lord, and even though he does 
not do so in our passage for today, nevertheless we are 
surely entitled to look on the event described as having 
much wider implications. Now, if there is one thing which 
the experience of man shows, it is that he lives in a 
vulnerable world and that he himself is on a knife-edge. 
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There has been much talk of a world-wide climate change 
and how this earth which is man’s home is on the verge of 
a menacing future. Terrorism is rampant and in some parts 
of the world ubiquitous. If we narrow our sights to the 
individual, how can anyone assert that he is truly secure? 
We remember our Lord’s parable in another part of the 
Gospel in which the rich farmer is able to stock great 
quantities of grain and builds bams for them, thinking that 
he is secure for the morrow. But God says to him, “Tow 
fool! This very night the demand will be made for your 
soul, and what good will all this be to you then ?” Normally 
speaking, we do not think of our constant vulnerability. 
Rather, if we are in good health and in a good material 
position we tend to assume that we are safe from harm. 
But of course any of us could die at any instant for any 
number of reasons, and in any case the particular material 
resources which give us our unspoken confidence in life 
could also fail at any point. Were that to happen, darkness 
would descend and with it, fear and distress. So much is 
this our human situation that there have been philosophies 
— such as that of Satre — in which anxiety is central. 
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In our Gospel today we are told that “the disciples of 
Jesus went down to the sea, embarked in a boat, and went 
across to Capernaum. It had already grown dark..” Could 
not this be taken as something of a picture of life? The 
disciples are making their way to their destination across 
the water, and it is dark. Jesus is not physically present — 
he “ had not yet come to them.” Then there occurs 
something which they did not foresee but which they know 
from their experience of life could happen at any moment: 
“the sea was stirred up because a strong wind was 
blowing.” They were rowing in this difficult situation for 
some time and there on the sea they saw Jesus coming to 
the boat and saying to them, “It is I. Do not be afraid.” 
Christ came to them in their difficult situation, a situation 
which seemed to them to make his presence impossible. 
His arrival had a decisive impact on their prospects. “They 
wanted to take him into the boat, but the boat immediately 
arrived at the shore to which they were heading” (John 
6:16-21). All this is surely a sign to the disciple of Christ 
that, whatever about the vulnerability of life and the world, 
the Master himself is totally dependable. We can depend 
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on the risen Jesus who is always near. As St Paul writes, 
nothing can come between us and the love of God which is 
present in Christ Jesus our Lord. The challenge will be to 
believe this because our problem is that we cannot actually 
see the risen Jesus. He cannot be seen, but he is real, he 
lives, and he is our divine Friend who will never fail us. 

What Christ said to his disciples as he approached 
them on the sea ought resound in our hearts all our lives. 
Let us allow our spiritual lives to be shaped by those 
reassuring words, “It is I. Do not be afraid .” Time and 
again Christ instructed his disciples not to be afraid, not to 
worry, not to fear. Clearly it is the desire of God that we 
act on this. The source of our peace and freedom from fear 
is the constant presence of Christ in any situation we might 
be in. Let us then never be afraid, for whatever be our 
situation, Jesus our living Lord is ever so near. 

-- 
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Third Sunday of Easter 


Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 66 (65): 1-2 Cry out with joy to 
God, all the earth; O sing to the glory of his name. O 
render him glorious praise, alleluia. 

Collect May your people exult for ever, O God, in 
renewed youthfulness of spirit, so that, rejoicing now in the 
restored glory of our adoption, we may look forward in 
confident hope to the rejoicing of the day of resurrection. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 5:27-32, 40b-41; Psalm 30:2, 4-6, 
11-13; Revelation 5:11-14; John 21:1-19 

At that time, Jesus revealed himself again to his 
disciples at the Sea of Tiberias. He revealed himself in this 
way. Together were Simon Peter, Thomas called Didymus, 
Nathanael from Cana in Galilee, Zebedee’s sons, and two 
others of his disciples. Simon Peter said to them, “I am 
going fishing. ” They said to him, “We also will come with 
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you. ” So they went out and got into the boat, but that night 
they caught nothing. When it was already dawn, Jesus was 
standing on the shore; but the disciples did not realize that 
it was Jesus. Jesus said to them, “Children, have you 
caught anything to eat? ” They answered him, “No. ” So he 
said to them, “Cast the net over the right side of the boat 
and you will find something. ” So they cast it, and were not 
able to pull it in because of the number offish. So the 
disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, “It is the Lord. ” 
When Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he tucked in 
his garment, for he was lightly clad, and jumped into the 
sea. The other disciples came in the boat, for they were not 
far from shore, only about a hundred yards, dragging the 
net with the fish. When they climbed out on shore, they 
saw a charcoal fire with fish on it and bread. Jesus said to 
them, “Bring some of the fish you just caught. ” So Simon 
Peter went over and dragged the net ashore full of one 
hundred fifty-three large fish. Even though there were so 
many, the net was not torn. Jesus said to them, “Come, 
have breakfast. ” And none of the disciples dared to ask 
him, “Who are you?” because they realized it was the 
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Lord. Jesus came over and took the bread and gave it to 
them, and in like manner the fish. This was now the third 
time Jesus was revealed to his disciples after being raised 
from the dead. When they had finished breakfast, Jesus 
said to Simon Peter, “Simon, son of John, do you love me 
more than these? ” Simon Peter answered him, “Yes, Lord, 
you know that I love you. ” Jesus said to him, “Feed my 
lambs. ” He then said to Simon Peter a second time, 
“Simon, son of John, do you love me?” Simon Peter 
answered him, “Yes, Lord, you know that I love you. ” 
Jesus said to him, “Tend my sheep. ” Jesus said to him the 
third time, “Simon, son of John, do you love me?” Peter 
was distressed that Jesus had said to him a third time, “Do 
you love me?” and he said to him, “Lord, you know 
everything; you know that I love you. ” Jesus said to him, 
“Feed my sheep. Amen, amen, I say to you, when you were 
younger, you used to dress yourself and go where you 
wanted; but when you grow old, you will stretch out your 
hands, and someone else will dress you and lead you where 
you do not want to go. ” He said this signifying by what 
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kind of death he would glorify God. And when he had said 
this, he said to him, “Follow me. ” (John 21:1-19) 

Truly risen Our Gospel scene is one of great 
simplicity and beauty, and one that has so much to convey 
to us. During his life, our Lord had shown to his disciples 
that he was the promised Messiah. But he had been 
rejected by the leaders and put to an ignominious death. 
The shock of all this to his disciples was almost 
incalculable, as was the extraordinary event of his rising 
from the dead. Risen, he had appeared to them and they 
had seen, heard and felt him. They had watched him eat 
before their eyes. In our Gospel scene today, all this in its 
own way happens again and in a fashion that is perhaps 
even more powerful for its simplicity and realism. The 
disciples, with Simon Peter at their head, have spent the 
whole night working at their livelihood which was to fish, 
and had caught nothing. It was dawn and they noticed 
someone on the beach. All was quiet with just the slight 
sound of the tide, and sound easily carried. The one on the 
beach called out asking if they had caught anything. The 
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voice was clear and very real. We know what happened, 
how at the stranger’s direction they cast the net and 
suddenly had a huge catch. It was he! Simon jumped into 
the shallow water and made his way ahead of the boat to 
Jesus, and he and they met our Lord on the shore. 
Breakfast was awaiting them, a charcoal fire, with bread 
and fish being prepared (John 21:1-19). Our Lord 
proceeded to serve them breakfast, and may well have 
breakfasted with them himself. Our Lord’s presence was 
all very physical and immersed in the ordinary routine of 
breakfast on the shore at the end of a night’s work. What 
they were experiencing was not some transport to a higher 
mystical vision or state beyond what they would normally 
be doing. It was a very low-key and ordinary situation, the 
only extraordinary element being the tangible presence of 
Jesus with them there, after having died a terrible death. It 
was an ordinary breakfast with the risen Jesus in an 
atmosphere of wondrous yet ordinary simplicity. 

That is to say, this very same Jesus who had most 
certainly died and been buried, was alive and well before 
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their eyes. Of course, to say that he was alive and well 
before them is not to mean that Jesus was back from the 
dead before them with the same life he had before. It was 
indeed the same Jesus in all his physical reality, but he was 
now different and the difference was felt and noticed by all 
who conversed with him over that breakfast. To begin 
with, he simply came and then went, fie now abode in a 
realm above and apart from them, while being close to 
them nevertheless, and on various occasions such as this 
one, making his presence visible to them. But there was 
indeed something very different about his appearance, even 
about his very features. He was not just like, say, what 
Lazarus had been when our Lord called him back to life 
from the grave, or the young man of the village of Nain 
whom our Lord had raised before his widowed mother’s 
eyes and had given back to her. Nor was he like the little 
girl he had raised from the dead. They all returned to 
exactly the same life they had been living and looked no 
different for it except refreshed and in full natural vigour, 
and they would go on in due course to die a second time. 
No, he was obviously different from what he had been 
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before. We remember how three of his apostles who 
witnessed his Transfiguration on the mountain saw that the 
aspect of his face was changed. He was shown in glory. 
That was then, during the Transfiguration, before his 
Passion. He was now risen from the dead. The 
Resurrection had transformed and glorified him, and this 
now showed even in his physical appearance. There was 
something new, altogether renewed, somewhat of heaven, 
showing that in his body he had risen from the dead to a 
glorious life. He was now beyond the limitations of this 
life and was the victor over death and all that could lead to 
it. Yet, despite this it was obvious to them that it was the 
very same Jesus. As our Gospel text tells us, “none of the 
disciples dared to ask him, ‘Who are you?’ because they 
realized it was the Lord .” 

This same, very real and very physical Jesus, this 
Jesus now risen from the dead and enjoying a glorious life 
proper to his risen condition, this wonderful friend and 
master is here in our Gospel scene serving breakfast to his 
disciples on the shore at the end of their night’s work. He 
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converses with them and in particular speaks with Simon 
Peter, their appointed head. He asks Simon repeatedly if 
he loves him, and receiving his earnest assurance, gives to 
Simon, the first Pope, the task of nourishing his Church. 
That same question the risen Jesus asks each of us, do you 
love me? Let us place ourselves in the presence of the 
risen Jesus who abides constantly in our midst especially in 
the Holy Eucharist, and promise to give him our love and 
our constant service in his mission. 

Further reading : Catechism of the Catholic Church, 
no.641-644 (Apparitions of the Risen One) 

-- 
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Monday of the Third Week of Easter 


Entrance Antiphon The Good Shepherd has risen, who 
laid down his life for his sheep and willingly died for his 
flock, alleluia. 

Collect Grant, we pray, almighty God, that, putting off 
our old self with all its ways, we may live as Christ did, for 
through the healing paschal remedies you have conformed 
us to his nature. Who lives and reigns with you in the unity 
of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 6:8-15; Ps 119:23-24, 26-27, 29-30; 

John 6:22-29 

After Jesus had fed the five thousand men, his 
disciples saw him walking on the sea.] The next day, the 
crowd that remained across the sea saw that there had 
been only one boat there, and that Jesus had not gone 
along with his disciples in the boat, but only his disciples 
had left. Other boats came from Tiberias near the place 
where they had eaten the bread when the Lord gave thanks. 
When the crowd saw that neither Jesus nor his disciples 
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were there, they themselves got into boats and came to 
Capernaum looking for Jesus. And when they found him 
across the sea they said to him, Rabbi, when did you get 
here?” Jesus answered them and said, ‘‘Amen, amen, I say 
to you, you are looking for me not because you saw signs 
but because you ate the loaves and were filled. Do not 
work for food that perishes but for the food that endures 
for eternal life, which the Son of Man will give you. For on 
him the Father, God, has set his seal. ” So they said to him, 
‘‘What can we do to accomplish the works of God? ” Jesus 
answered and said to them, ‘‘This is the work of God, that 
you believe in the one he sent. ” (John 6:22-29) 

Faith I remember listening to a talk-back radio 
session some years back and the host was a well known 
compere. In the session he was caught up in an argument 
with a caller, and this radio compere was insisting that we 
are on this earth above all to work. Our work is at the 
forefront of our purpose in life. The caller seemed to be 
asserting that our work is just an incidental thing, being 
more or less a necessity in order to enable us to do other 
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things. Now, whatever about the validity of certain aspects 
of what the caller was saying, there is no doubt that our 
work should be regarded as at the forefront of our life’s 
concerns. In a certain sense we live for our work in life, be 
that work the welfare of our family, or the service of others 
in our profession, or whatever. The further question — a 
most vital one — is: What should be our work in life? 
While animals are engaged in certain lines of activity over 
which they have no choice, we are endowed with free 
choice. The animal is ruled by its instinct. The bee is 
constantly active with the production of offspring and 
honey, but it has no choice about it. Its instinct drives it. 
The bee cannot weigh up options and freely select from a 
choice of goals in its brief life. In all its long life the 
cockatoo bird never makes a free choice - it is ruled by its 
instincts. But we can choose. We can view a range of 
possible works in life. A person can get married or not, he 
or she can choose to raise a large family or a small one, and 
choose this or that profession. A person can choose (or 
not) to make good work of an illness, or to strive for 
excellence in a certain sport. The further question with 
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respect to our work is, if we accept that the gift of life with 
its chance to work comes from God, then what does the 
Author of life want man to working at in life? Is there a 
work which God is asking me to do or, putting it 
differently, is there something God wants me to be working 
at in all the work I choose to do? 

In our Gospel passage today our Lord speaks of what 
ought be our work in life. The crowds sought him after 
having seen him feed them with just a few loaves and fish. 
They found him in Capernaum and he said that all they 
were thinking of was food, the food they had received from 
him and the further material things they might obtain from 
him. All they were working for was for ‘food that 
perishes .” Our Lord was inviting them to work for that 
which will last and not perish. So many of our efforts in 
life result in little that lasts. A farmer works for the best 
part of his life to build up his farm and it perhaps sadly 
comes to nothing. Is there something we ought be working 
at which will enable us to attain that which “endures for 
eternal life ”? Our Lord says that there is, and that work is 
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to “believe in the one he has sent ” (John 6:29). That is to 
say, at the heart of all our efforts and work in life is the 
work of believing in Jesus Christ. We have to work at it 
every day and make the growth of faith in the Person of 
Jesus the great work of life. We read of converts to the 
Catholic faith who have spent years of earnest quest 
passing from one faith to another and never attaining 
religious certainty — until they arrive at Catholicism. 
Their work in life has been to believe in the one whom God 
has sent. For those who were born into a family that 
possessed the true faith, their task will be to work at the 
development of their God-given faith in their own life and 
ensure that it issues in unclouded certainty, in consistency 
in living their faith, and in genuine sanctity. The work that 
God wants us to accomplish in life is to believe in the 
Person of Jesus and to shape our entire life in accordance 
with that belief. No part of our life ought be lived in 
opposition to the requirements of Christian belief, and if 
necessary we ought be prepared even to give up our lives 
for our belief in the One God has sent. 
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Christ has given us the key to a life well spent, to a 
life of good work whatever be our particular profession, 
our circumstances, and the particular course of events that 
have marked our life. The key is to be constantly working 
at attaining faith in Jesus, in nourishing its development, 
and in living every day and doing our work in a way that is 
utterly consistent with it. This is the “work of God ” to 
which our Lord refers in today’s Gospel. It is a work that 
leads to life eternal. 
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Tuesday of the Third Week of Easter 


Entrance Antiphon Rev 19:5; 12:10 Sing praise to our 
God, all you who fear God, both small and great, for now 
salvation and strength have come, and the power of his 
Christ, alleluia. 

Collect O God, who open wide the gates of the heavenly 
Kingdom to those reborn of water and the Holy Spirit, pour 
out on your servants an increase of the grace you have 
bestowed, that, having been purged of all sins, they may 
lack nothing that in your kindness you have promised. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture : Acts 7:51-8:la; Psalm 31:3cd-4, 6, 7b and 8a, 
17 and 21ab; John 6:30-35 

The crowd said to Jesus: “What sign can you do, that 
we may see and believe in you? What can you do? Our 
ancestors ate manna in the desert, as it is written: He gave 
them bread from heaven to eat. ” So Jesus said to them, 


-733 - 



“Amen, amen, I say to you, it was not Moses who gave the 
bread from heaven; my Father gives you the true bread 
from heaven. For the bread of God is that which comes 
down from heaven and gives life to the world. ” So they 
said to Jesus, “Sir, give us this bread always. ” Jesus said 
to them, “I am the bread of life; whoever comes to me will 
never hunger, and whoever believes in me will never 
thirst. ” (John 6:30-35) 

Bread of life One of the perennial Jewish objections 
to the claim that Jesus is the Messiah is that his coming did 
not bring to the world the promised peace and general 
human wellbeing. My understanding is that the Jewish 
interpretation of the Old Testament Messianic prophecies 
has been that the world will be transformed in a very 
temporal and material sense by the coming of the Messiah. 
Jesus, they assert, manifestly did not fulfil that promise at 
all. Even if I have understood the Jewish viewpoint 
correctly, this is not the place to respond to it. Nor have I 
delved sufficiently into the response of Islam to the claim 
that Christ is both the Messiah and the Son of God. But I 
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suspect that at least part of the Islamic objection would be 
that Jesus of Nazareth, though a holy prophet, did not 
achieve as much as, let us say, Mahomet. What, they 
would think, has Jesus to show for himself in terms of 
concrete accomplishments? I mention this in passing to 
point out that in our Gospel passage today the crowd asked 
our Lord to do a work they could actually see, a sign, in 
order to believe in him. “ The crowd said to Jesus: What 
sign can you do, that we may see and believe in you ? What 
can you do? Our ancestors ate manna in the desert, as it is 
written: He gave them bread from heaven to eat Look at 
what Moses did! (— manna and quails from heaven every 
day for years in the wilderness). What can you do? They 
were looking for material signs and wonders, and while our 
Lord did indeed provide many such signs and wonders he 
did not consider that they alone would bring a lasting 
conviction to the hearts of people. That is to say, the world 
would not appear to be markedly different because of 
Jesus. The land of Israel would not be liberated from the 
Romans by Christ’s activity. People would still have to 
live their lives amid difficulties. 
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What is our Lord’s response to this challenge 
demanding a sign from heaven? He did not say he would 
not give one, and even on their own terms our Lord 
performed many and spectacular miracles. But the greatest 
sign of all is his very own Person. “ Jesus said to them, 
‘Amen, amen, I say to you, it was not Moses who gave the 
bread from heaven; my Father gives you the true bread 
from heaven. For the bread of God is that which comes 
down from heaven and gives life to the world. ’ So they said 
to Jesus, ‘Sir, give us this bread always. ’ Jesus said to 
them, 7 am the bread of life; whoever comes to me will 
never hunger, and whoever believes in me will never 
thirst’” (John 6:30-35). His very Person is the greatest 
possible gift of God, and he is food and drink that will 
forever meet man’s deepest hunger and thirst. That is to 
say, just as any material sign that Christ might have given, 
and did indeed give, required observation and reflection, so 
too he himself as the sign of God requires contemplation 
and reflection. We must contemplate the Person of Jesus 
with an open and submissive heart, constantly drawing 
near to him to get to know him. Our Lord said at the Last 
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Supper that eternal life is this, to know the Father and his 
Son Jesus Christ. So we must strive to know Jesus. The 
most convincing proof of the claims of Christ will come 
from knowing him, and knowing him especially in his 
greatest of all acts, his death and resurrection. This is the 
greatest of all signs, greater than his miracles, for it is the 
supreme manifestation of his infinite love, revealing the 
love of the Father. 

St Paul could boast of knowledge and wisdom, but the 
only boast he made was of knowing Christ Jesus and him 
as crucified. Our deepest convictions about the Person of 
Jesus and the validity of his claims to be the Messiah and 
the Son of God will come from daily and prayerful 
contemplation of his Person as revealed especially in the 
Gospels, and then from living a life that is worthy of his 
disciple. 

-- 
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Wednesday of the Third Week of Easter 


Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 71 (70):8, 23 Let my mouth be 
filled with your praise, that I may sing aloud; my lips shall 
shout for joy, when I sing to you, alleluia. 

Collect Be present to your family, O Lord, we pray, and 
graciously ensure those you have endowed with the grace 
of faith an eternal share in the Resurrection of your Only 
Begotten Son. Who lives and reigns with you in the unity 
of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts8:lb-8; Psalm 66:l-7a; 

John 6:35-40 

Then Jesus declared, I am die bread of life. He who 
comes to me will never go hungry, and he who believes in 
me will never be thirsty. But as I told you, you have seen 
me and still you do not believe. All that the Father gives 
me will come to me, and whoever comes to me I will never 
drive away. For I have come down from heaven not to do 
my will but to do the will of him who sent me. And this is 
the will of him who sent me, that I shall lose none of all 
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that he has given me, but raise them up at the last day. For 
my Father’s will is that everyone who looks to the Son and 
believes in him shall have eternal life, and I will raise him 
up at the last day. (John 6:35-40) 

Faith in divine love It is often said that man is 
made for love, and that without love he will wither away or 
fail to flourish. A child has lost his parents through war or 
natural disaster and he is placed, with the best of intentions, 
in an institution where he will receive whatever care and 
upbringing proves to be possible. But he receives little 
personal affection there and grows up inwardly stunted, 
with a trail of problems in tow. Again, how great is the 
happiness when a young man or woman meets a future 
spouse, to whom is given and from whom is received, love! 
How great the trauma if the promising engagement is 
suddenly broken off! It can be absolutely devastating and 
serious counselling may be required in order to regain a 
normal equilibrium. What is involved here is love - that 
love for which man is made and for which he or she yearns 
to give and receive. But to say this is not sufficient, 
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because the love he receives or gives could be based on a 
false foundation. One of the most powerful elements in a 
Mafia culture and in many terrorist cells is the bond of 
friendship that reigns therein. The dependence on that 
friendship can be extremely difficult to break, and yet it is 
founded on falsehood and sin. It is an immoral friendship 
that violates truth, and it will not bring the happiness which 
love promises. So man is called not just to a life of love 
and friendship, but to a life of love in the truth. Supremely, 
it is the truth revealed by God in Jesus Christ. We are 
called to live a life of love in that Truth which is the triune 
God, the God of infinite love. This is the true meaning of 
the ordinary and universal need for love, a love which 
should always be in the truth. Now, what is the greatest 
manifestation of love in the world? Some would say it is 
married love — a great manifestation indeed. But what has 
God revealed? The greatest manifestation of true love — 
God’s love for us — is the Person of Jesus Christ. 

Christ is the revelation of the Father and of his love. 
In Jesus Christ is to be found every heavenly blessing. The 
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fullness of the godhead resides in him, and this gift, Jesus 
Christ, is the loving gift of God to our fallen world. This 
brings us to our Gospel passage today (John 6:35-40), 
because in speaking of faith in himself, our Lord tells us 
more of the love of the Father for man. The Father’s love 
is manifested precisely in his drawing man to belief in his 
divine Son. Our Lord tells those of his audience who do 
not believe, that “A// that the Father gives me will come to 
me”. So the one who believes in Jesus is a gift from the 
Father to his Divine Son. His very faith, leading him to 
come to Jesus, is the Father’s gift. It is a gift springing 
from the Father’s love for his Son and also for the one 
who, in believing, is given to Jesus. Christ promises that 
he himself “ shall lose none of all those that he has given 
me, but raise them up at the last day.” The Christian is 
profoundly grateful for the faith in Jesus which he has been 
granted. It was implanted in him as a supernatural gift at 
Baptism, confirmed in him in the Sacrament of 
Confirmation, and is nourished by the preaching and 
Sacraments of the Church, particularly the Sacraments of 
Penance and Eucharist. As he becomes more and more 
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conscious of his faith in and love for the Son, ever growing 
during the years of life, he ought see this faith as the gift of 
the Father’s love. My very faith in Jesus and his word, 
granted to me and nourished in me through the life and 
ministry of the Church, is the expression of the Father’s 
love for me. It is a foretaste of the eternity to come, 
because our Lord says “7 shall lose none of all that he has 
given me, but raise them up at the last day.” How sad to 
allow this faith, which takes us to Jesus, to wilt and 
become dormant through neglect and sin! It is the 
foundation of eternal life, and the key to heaven. 

Divine faith, that supernatural gift which is bestowed 
by the Divine Spirit, is the pivotal endowment from on 
high. Let us be very aware of our faith in Jesus Christ, 
expressed in a full and hearty acceptance of his teaching, 
and let us understand its divine origin. It is the gift of 
God’s love, and its distinguishing note is precisely faith in 
God’s love. Christ loved me, St Paul writes, and gave 
himself for me! St Paul was able to say this because he had 
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received the gift of faith and he lived by it. Let each of us 
do the same. 
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Thursday of the Third Week of Easter 


Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ex 15:1-2 Let us sing to the Lord, 
for he has gloriously triumphed. The Lord is my strength 
and my might; he has become my salvation, alleluia. 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, let us feel your 
compassion more readily during these days when, by your 
gift, we have known it more fully, so that hose you have 
freed from the darkness of error may cling more firmly to 
the teachings of your truth. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 8:26-40; Psalm 66:8-9, 16-17, 20; 

John 6:44-51 

Jesus said, No-one can come to me unless the Father 
who sent me draws him, and I will raise him up at the last 
day. It is written in the Prophets: ‘They will all be taught 
by God. ’ Everyone who listens to the Father and learns 
from him comes to me. No-one has seen the Father except 
the one who is from God; only he has seen the Father. I 
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tell you the truth, he who believes has everlasting life. I am 
the bread of life. Your forefathers ate the manna in the 
desert, yet they died. But here is the bread that comes 
down from heaven, which a man may eat and not die. I am 
the living bread that came down from heaven. If anyone 
eats of this bread, he will live for ever. This bread is my 
flesh, which I will give for the life of the world. (John 6:44- 

51) 


Life forever It is said that the world population at 
the end of the Great Famine and the Black Death in about 
1360 was around 370 million. The United States Census 
Bureau estimated that the world population exceeded seven 
billion by mid-March 2012, while the United Nations 
Population Fund thought it reached that point by the end of 
October 2011. It is also said that current predictions show 
a continued increase in population (but a steady decline in 
the population growth rate), with the global population 
expected to reach between eight and eleven billion by 
2050. Whatever of these particular figures, what it also 
indicates to us is the enormous, astronomical, incalculable 
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number of human beings who have lived and who will live 
on the face of the earth. The overwhelming proportion of 
them, of course, rest in their graves. Only a small 
proportion of the total concourse of mankind are living — 
the rest lie in a lifeless silence. This vast and incalculable 
ocean of departed souls will ever increase as history moves 
on. What faces each living man or woman at the end of 
this brief life, then? He or she is faced with the silence of 
death. A great cloud of human beings is ever rising on the 
horizon to disperse within a few decades into the silence of 
death, just as the next cloud on the horizon appears. And 
what appears to be the end of it all? Death! There is 
nothing in the nature of things that seems to require that the 
constant rhythm of life and death continue forever. It may, 
as far as ordinary observation and human calculation go, 
simply end — and what must the end be? Death! Finally 
there will be the silent calm of death. How tragic, but what 
is there to be done about it? Mankind can do nothing. It is 
the vast law of life and being, and there would seem to be 
no answer to the tragedy of the great finale of death. This 
gloomy end is, of course, a problem personal to each 


- 746 - 



individual, but the end is also an insuperable problem for 
the race. There is no effective answer to it. 

This is part and parcel of the wonder of Jesus Christ, 
appearing among men as one of them, but holding out the 
answer to the great problem of death — final and 
inexorable — for each individual and for the entire human 
race. He has the answer at hand for us all. The answer is, 
astonishingly, simple beyond words. It is simple, but not 
easy. The answer to death, indeed eternal death, is to 
believe in him. This is what he announced quite publicly, 
in the synagogue at Capernaum: his declaration on this is 
not part of one of the mystery religions open only to 
initiates. It is a public revelation to be grasped by all and 
meant for all. “/ tell you the truth, he who believes has 
everlasting life. I am the bread of life. Your forefathers 
ate the manna in the desert, yet they died. But here is the 
bread that comes down from heaven, which a man may eat 
and not die. I am the living bread that came down from 
heaven. If anyone eats of this bread, he will live for ever ” 
(John 6:44-51). The whole human race, and every member 
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of it, has at hand the answer to death. Death is met and 
overcome by means of faith in Jesus Christ. Yes, each will 
pass through death as did the Saviour, but if a person 
passes through it with the Saviour, death will be overcome. 
He will rise with the Saviour. As with all those who 
explicitly or implicitly pass through death in this way, 
death will be overcome and life will reign. Instead of a 
surpassingly vast tomb being the upshot of life in the 
world, there will be unending life with God hereafter. 
Heavenly music will be heard forever, instead of a stony 
silence. The ticket to this eternal symphony is obtained 
from Jesus Christ, and he gives it freely to those who 
believe in him. Simple! Yes, but it is not easy. Belief in 
Jesus Christ is the belief that shows itself in a loving 
obedience to his commands. It is not those who say to me, 
Lord! Lord! who will enter the Kingdom of heaven, but 
those who do the will of my Father in heaven. Again, If 
you love me, he said, you will keep my commands. There 
we have the key. It is loving and obedient faith, faith 
showing itself in a love that obeys. 
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“/ will raise him up at the last day This key to life 
must be handed to each and every individual. “/ tell you 
the truth, he who believes has everlasting life.” Our Lord’s 
final commission to his disciples was “A// authority in 
heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go therefore 
and make disciples of all the nations ... and lo, I am with 
you always, to the close of the age ” (Matthew 28:18-19). 
At the end of the age he will come upon the clouds to judge 
the living and the dead, and of his kingdom there will be no 
end. Those in his kingdom will never see death, and every 
tear will be wiped away. Let us not miss out on this then! 
It will depend on our free decision, repeatedly renewed, to 
believe in him and to live accordingly. 

-- 
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Friday of the Third Week of Easter 


Entrance Antiphon Rev 5:12 Worthy is the Lamb who 
was slain, to receive power and divinity, and wisdom and 
strength and honour, alleluia. 

Collect Grant, we pray, almighty God, that we, who have 
come to know the grace of the Lord’s Resurrection, may, 
through the love of the Spirit, ourselves rise to newness of 
life. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives 
and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 9:1-20; Psalm 117: lbc, 2; 

John 6:52-59 

The Jews quarrelled among themselves, saying, “How 
can this man give us his Flesh to eat? ” Jesus said to them, 
“Amen, amen, I say to you, unless you eat the Flesh of the 
Son of Man and drink his Blood, you do not have life 
within you. Whoever eats my Flesh and drinks my Blood 
has eternal life, and I will raise him on the last day. For 
my Flesh is true food, and my Blood is true drink. 
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Whoever eats my Flesh and drinks my Blood remains in me 
and I in him. Just as the living Father sent me and I have 
life because of the Father, so also the one who feeds on me 
will have life because of me. This is the bread that came 
down from heaven. Unlike your ancestors who ate and still 
died, whoever eats this bread will live forever. ” These 
things he said while teaching in the synagogue in 
Capernaum. (John 6:52-59) 

The Eucharist We are now in the third week of 
Eastertide, and it is a time when we deepen our 
appreciation of Christ precisely as risen from the dead. He 
is the same Jesus in all his human, physical and divine 
reality as he was prior to his Passion and Death, but now 
glorious. He has come back from the dead to be with us 
forever as one who has completely conquered death. The 
question is, Where is he? We cannot see him in his 
physical form. Is he near to us in an invisible way as might 
a ghost or some spirit? There are various ways in which 
the risen Jesus now abides within his body the Church, but 
his most intense, most real and fullest presence is in, or 
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rather as, the Eucharist. That is to say, when we think of 
the living Jesus with us as “Emmanuel”, or God made 
man-with-us, we should in the first instance think of the 
Eucharistic Jesus. Jesus has come back from the dead to 
abide with us, his Church, most especially in the Eucharist. 
Consider the starkness of our Lord’s teaching in today’s 
Gospel (John 6:52-59). St John tells us that in the 
synagogue at Capernaum our Lord taught very publicly the 
doctrine that his flesh would be offered to them as real 
food and his blood as real drink. He did not try to make 
the doctrine more “acceptable”, nor did he — if we go on 
St John’s account — try to give reasons proving to them it 
was possible. He simply stated it clearly, forcefully and 
without any ambiguity. He said to the general public 
gathered in the synagogue that it was a matter of life and 
death for them that they eat his flesh and drink his blood. 
His flesh would be real food for them and his blood real 
drink. His teaching was a shock to them, and the basis of 
their acceptance of it would have to be their faith in him as 
utterly trustworthy. 
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I suppose we could say that in general there can be 
two practical responses to this teaching - both very 
defective. The one is outright rejection and that was the 
response of the majority of his hearers at the time. St John 
tells us that very many disciples who heard him say this 
refused to follow him any more. It was too much. Our 
Lord did not retract what he had said, but simply turned to 
the Twelve and asked if they were going to leave too. 
Down through the centuries, especially during the last 
millennium, there have been many who have rejected the 
doctrine of the Eucharist, choosing instead to give it a 
metaphorical or purely symbolic meaning. The result is 
that many Christians raised in those traditions do not have 
the gift of the true Eucharist. They have been left with a 
“Eucharist” that is just a symbolic memorial. The other 
practical response is, while accepting the doctrine as 
proclaimed and taught by the Church, to fail to take it 
seriously, indeed virtually to ignore it. In this case, Christ 
is acknowledged as abiding in all his risen human and 
divine reality in the Eucharist. It is accepted that at Mass 
the living Jesus in his humanity and divinity is there 
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re-presenting his one sacrifice of Calvary, and then 
continually present in the Tabernacle. But these crucial 
realities are accepted but accepted notionally and without a 
true, let alone profound, realization. Where this is the case 
there is little reverence, little true prayer, little spiritual 
focus on what is a truly tremendous reality, the reality of 
the risen Jesus present in the Eucharist — or rather, present 
as the Eucharist. The risen Jesus is the Eucharist and the 
Eucharist is the risen Jesus. For this reason the Eucharist is 
taught by the Church to be the summit and the source of 
the Christian life of the individual and of the entire Church. 

During these weeks of Eastertide let us renew our 
appreciation of the words of Christ in the Gospel of today 
(John 6:52-59), in which he states in unambiguous 
language that he would give himself to be our food, fie 
was referring to the gift of himself in the Eucharist. The 
Resurrection takes us to the Eucharist. The Church is thus 
able to identify exactly where the risen Jesus is and how he 
can be approached, ffe is above all, though not only, in the 
Eucharist, and can be approached above all in the 
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Eucharist. Let us resolve to make the Eucharistic Jesus the 
heart and soul of our Christian life. 
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Saturday of the Third Week of Easter 


Entrance Antiphon Col 2:12 You have been buried with 
Christ in Baptism, through which you also rose again by 
faith in the working of God, who raised him from the dead, 
alleluia. 

Collect O God, who in the font of Baptism have made 
new those who believe in you, keep safe those reborn in 
Christ, that, defeating every onslaught of error, they may 
faithfully preserve the grace of your blessing. Through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 9:31-42; Psalm 116:12-17; 

John 6:60-69 

Many of the disciples of Jesus who were listening 
said, “This saying is hard; who can accept it? ” Since Jesus 
knew that his disciples were murmuring about this, he said 
to them, “Does this shock you? What if you were to see the 
Son of Man ascending to where he was before? It is the 
Spirit that gives life, while the flesh is of no avail. The 
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words I have spoken to you are Spirit and life. But there 
are some of you who do not believe. ” Jesus knew from the 
beginning the ones who would not believe and the one who 
would betray him. And he said, “For this reason I have 
told you that no one can come to me unless it is granted 
him by my Father. ” As a result of this, many of his 
disciples returned to their former way of life and no longer 
walked with him. Jesus then said to the Twelve, “Do you 
also want to leave? ” Simon Peter answered him, “Master, 
to whom shall we go ? You have the words of eternal life. 
We have come to believe and are convinced that you are 
the Holy One of God. ” (John 6:60-69) 

Faith The Gospels speak of great crowds following 
our Lord on various occasions. At one point our Lord sent 
out seventy-two of his disciples to go ahead of him in pairs 
and prepare by their preaching for his coming. From his 
many disciples our Lord had chosen the Twelve. The issue 
was, as he revealed himself and his true mission to them, 
how many of those following him would persevere in their 
discipleship. In our Gospel scene today (John 6:60-69) St 


- 757 - 



John narrates a crisis moment within the body of our 
Lord’s disciples, and it was brought on by his revealing to 
them the doctrine of the Eucharist. He announced that he 
would offer his flesh for them to eat and his blood for them 
to drink, telling them that this would be absolutely 
necessary, otherwise they would have no life in them. He 
did not explain that this would be done in all truth but 
sacramentally — he preserved this revelation to a later 
stage, the Last Supper. He simply told them the bare and 
essential reality and asked them to trust in him and in his 
word. In the event many of them did not trust in him and 
in his word. They heard him out, and it was manifestly 
clear what he was meaning to say, and he insisted on it. 
There was no mistake. To be his disciples they would have 
to eat his flesh and drink his blood and in this way they 
would abide in him and he in them. It was an astounding 
announcement and its acceptance brought on the issue of 
his total trustworthiness. Was he the Envoy of God or not? 
Was he God’s unique Holy One? Did he utter God’s word 
in everything, even in a teaching which seemed beyond all 
reasonableness? The upshot was that many of the disciples 
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of Jesus who were listening said, ‘ This teaching is too 
much; who could possibly accept it?’ So they returned to 
their homes and had no more to do with Jesus. Due to the 
Eucharist our Lord suffered a very serious depletion of 
disciples. 

The event as reported by John not only brings to the 
forefront the central place of the Eucharist in our life with 
Christ, but it also shows the fundamental importance of 
faith. The use of our personal and private judgment 
(enlightened and guided by the grace of the Holy Spirit) is 
a necessary instrument in leading us to the Person of Christ 
and in helping us to know what he said. By the use of their 
intellects our Lord’s disciples were able to understand the 
meaning of his words. Their reason told them clearly that 
he was not speaking just metaphorically. The sad mistake 
of many of them was to choose to depend on their own 
intellects rather than on the word of Jesus to determine 
whether it was acceptable and possible. Because of the 
content of his teaching they refused to believe in him. 
They rejected him as did various others precisely because 
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of his teaching. We are told in the same Gospel of St John 
that the Pharisees and leaders of the Jews persecuted Jesus 
because he called God his own father, thus making himself 
equal to God. They, too, rejected him because of what he 
taught. Being a true disciple of Jesus, a disciple who loves 
him and is prepared to follow along in his footsteps 
carrying the cross as he carries it, involves faith in his word 
and teaching. This faith in his teaching entails accepting 
the whole of his teaching whatever it may be, including 
teaching that seems to defy one’s own personal judgment 
as to what is possible. The disciple of Christ gives to 
Christ the faith he gives to God. Anything whatever that 
Christ teaches, his disciple accepts wholeheartedly. Then 
from generation to generation till he comes again, the 
further fundamental question is, how is the disciple of 
Christ to determine what Christ has taught? Christ’s 
teaching is known by listening to his Church, founded on 
the Twelve. 

Faith is the foundation of the Christian life. It is a 
gift, for as our Lord said, “For this reason I have told you 


- 760 - 



that no one can come to me unless it is granted him by my 
Father ” (John 6:60-69). Yet to believe is so moral a matter 
that there are lasting implications. Before ascending to 
heaven our Lord charged his Apostles to proclaim the 
Good News everywhere, adding that the one who believes 
will be saved, while the one who refuses to believe will be 
condemned. Let us treasure our faith in Jesus, and let us 
resolve to accept wholeheartedly the full revelation given 
us by Christ. 

-- 
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Fourth Sunday of Easter 


Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 33 (32):5-6 The merciful love 
of the Lord fills the earth; by the word of the Lord the 
heavens were made, alleluia. 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, lead us to a share in 
the joys of heaven, so that the humble flock may reach 
where the brave Shepherd has gone before. Who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 13:14, 43-52; Psalm 100:1-2, 3, 5; 

Revelation 7:9, 14b-17; John 10:27-30 

Jesus said: “My sheep hear my voice; I know them, 
and they follow me. I give them eternal life, and they shall 
never perish. No one can take them out of my hand. My 
Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all, and 
no one can take them out of the Father’s hand. The Father 
and I are one. ” (John 10:27-30) 
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Divine love Everywhere in society there is 
advertising. Cars, clothes, food, university courses, and 
many other benefits and opportunities are on offer, and 
together with what is on offer there is the attempt to 
convince the viewer that he or she has need of these things. 
Of course, a person may think he has no need of something 
which in fact he might greatly need. For instance, an 
advertisement presents the opportunity of free testing for 
hidden forms of cancer, and the viewer thinks he has no 
need whatever of that testing. The result of what might be 
his blindness and consequent lack of interest is that one 
year later he falls victim to that very cancer and dies. If 
only he had understood his need! There is another form of 
blindness that is the most fundamental of all, and that is 
blindness to our need of God. Most serious it is when this 
is a deliberate blindness, a choice to ignore and disregard 
God and to prefer oneself instead. It is this which 
happened long before man, when certain angels rebelled 
against God and were cast out of Paradise. Their chosen 
blindness took them to an eternal and living death. The 
first human couple, our first parents also chose not to allow 
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that they had an absolute need for God. When tempted by 
Satan they deliberately chose to reject God as being God, 
and preferred instead to attempt to set themselves in God’s 
place as being “like God.” The consequence of this was 
the dominion of sin over them and over their own very 
nature, and with it the dominion of death. They turned 
God out of their life and opened the floodgates to darkness 
and sin. Thus sin inundated mankind, and with sin death 
inundated the world. But man’s constant problem is that 
he feels little sense of his condition and of his need. 

God knew man’s true condition and his consequent 
need. Because of his great love for the world God refused 
to let sin continue on in the world in its all-conquering 
course. Sin leaves man helpless. Only God could and can 
deal with it, and this he did. The result was that we have 
with us a stupendous and perfect Redeemer, Jesus Christ 
our Lord. He is the perfect jewel of our race, the priceless 
possession of man and the universe. He is God-with-us, 
Emmanuel. Why on earth did God allow sin to enter the 
world? The same question is asked of so many other evils 
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and sources of suffering. We do not know fully why God 
allowed sin to enter the world. Of course if he were to 
create free beings at all, then sin becomes an immediate 
possibility. But beyond this obvious consideration, what 
we do know is that we now have Jesus Christ our Lord as 
our Redeemer and we have him, in a certain sense, because 
man sinned. God sent his own beloved Son to do away 
with sin, and in his divine Son to give us himself. And so 
in the Exultet sung during the Easter Vigil, we hear the 
words, “ Father, to ransom a slave you gave away your 
Son. O happy fault, O necessary sin of Adam which gained 
for us so great a Redeemer .” St Thomas Aquinas tells us 
that “God permits evil in order to draw forth some greater 
good. Thus St Paul writes, ‘Where sin increased, grace 
abounded even more’.' 1 '' (STh III, 1,3,ad 3). That is to say, 
we now have Jesus! As St Paul puts it, in Christ we have 
been given every heavenly blessing. JJe is the pearl of 
great price, and this pearl is the possession of anyone who 
comes to Jesus to learn from him and to belong to him. 
Christ is our possession and we are his possession. Let us 
resolve to belong to him entirely. 
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Christ the Son of God is our Friend, our Redeemer 
and our God. That was the Father’s answer to the proud 
and sinful rebellion of man. He gave us the gift of his Son. 
Christ our Lord has brought us not only the possibility of 
victory over sin if only we live in him with consistency, but 
also a life of intimate friendship with him. He calls us to 
be his friends. A marvellous union with God is now open 
to us. Our Lord’s words in today’s Gospel speak of his 
love and that of the Father for each of us. They speak of 
our salvation from sin and death, and of our life in union 
with him and with the Father. “My sheep hear my voice; I 
know them, and they follow me. I give them eternal life, 
and they shall never perish. No one can take them out of 
my hand. My Father, who has given them to me, is greater 
than all, and no one can take them out of the Father’s 
hand. The Father and I are one” (John 10:27-30). 
Consider the love for us that permeates these words. Let us 
contemplate the Person of Jesus every day of our life, 
immersing ourselves in the love he has for us and in his 
intent to save and sanctify us. Let us resolve to abide in 
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that love and make the Person of Jesus our life and our 
eternal possession. 
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Monday of the Fourth Week of Easter 


Entrance Antiphon Rom 6:9 Christ, having risen from the 
dead, dies now no more; death will no longer have 
dominion over him, alleluia. 

Collect O God, perfect light of the blessed, by whose gift 
we celebrate the paschal mysteries on earth, bring us, we 
pray, to rejoice in the full measure of your grace for ages 
unending. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 11:1-18; Psalm 42:2-3; 43:3, 4; 

John 10:1-10 

Jesus said: “Amen, amen, I say to you, whoever does 
not enter a sheepfold through the gate but climbs over 
elsewhere is a thief and a robber. But whoever enters 
through the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. The 
gatekeeper opens it for him, and the sheep hear his voice, 
as he calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. 
When he has driven out all his own, he walks ahead of 
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them, and the sheep follow him, because they recognize his 
voice. But they will not follow a stranger; they will run 
away from him, because they do not recognize the voice of 
strangers. ” Although Jesus used this figure of speech, they 
did not realize what he was trying to tell them. So Jesus 
said again, “Amen, amen, I say to you, I am the gate for 
the sheep. All who came before me are thieves and 
robbers, but the sheep did not listen to them. I am the gate. 
Whoever enters through me will be saved, and will come in 
and go out and find pasture. A thief comes only to steal 
and slaughter and destroy; I came so that they might have 
life and have it more abundantly. ” (John 10:1-10) 

The one Gate Whatever be the intellectual and 
cultural climate of a society, there will be dangers attendant 
on that culture. Take the cultural value of “freedom.” One 
society may rarely think of it officially, and certainly not 
consider it as of huge importance. For example, it may 
allow for but one religion and have in place many 
institutions to support the conviction that the religion of 
that society is the objective truth. On the other hand, a 
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different culture may prize freedom greatly - including 
freedom of religion. Let us pause and consider this latter 
case. Characteristically and in theory, in Western cultures, 
there is plenty of freedom of religion and of conscience. 
But as the last few centuries have shown, the mere 
presence of diverse and opposite convictions as to what is 
the truth will support a tendency to assume that either 
objective truth is unattainable, or that there is no such thing 
as an objective truth. The danger in modern Western 
culture is that of relativism, which is to say of assuming 
that “objective truth” is a figment of the imagination or 
mind - at least in matters of religious faith and in issues 
that cannot be tested empirically. Truth in such matters is 
often vaguely assumed to be unattainable, or non-existent. 
This means that, when faced with the phenomenon of 
opposite religious and moral views, the man or woman of 
modern Western civilization assumes that one cannot make 
absolute claims as to religious and moral truth. Religious 
certainty is deemed impossible. Moreover, this 
assumption, when it takes hold of the media, can be 
powerfully intolerant. The media, thus conquered by this 
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assumption, itself then hounds and ridicules those who 
claim to possess religious and moral truth. It is a 
dogmatism and a dictatorship which subtly persecutes 
those it sees to be confident in the truth. It constitutes what 
we might call — and what Pope Benedict XVI has called 
— the dictatorship of relativism. The point for the 
Christian is that he must be on guard against the fear of 
being what many might call dogmatic. The religion of the 
Christian is a dogmatic one. It involves a philosophy of the 
attainability of objective and absolute truth in 
non-empirical and religious matters, and rejects many 
philosophical assumptions as being incompatible with a 
certain belief in Christ. 

In our Gospel today (John 10:1 10), our Lord himself 
makes absolute claims. He is the non-relativist par 
excellence. He is saying that he is the Saviour of the world 
and that there is no Saviour other than he. In his parables, 
he uses analogies, parallels drawn from everyday life. Just 
as there is one shepherd and one fold, with the shepherd 
being the only one who opens and closes the gate to the 
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fold, so he is the one shepherd, the one gatekeeper. In our 
passage today he is the one and only gate to the one and 
only fold. St John tells us that his disciples did not grasp 
the point, so our Lord spelt it out: “Amen, amen, I say to 
you, I am the gate for the sheep. All who came before me 
are thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not listen to 
them. I am the gate. Whoever enters through me will be 
saved, and will come in and go out and find pasture. A 
thief comes only to steal and slaughter and destroy; I came 
so that they might have life and have it more abundantly .” 
Jesus Christ claims to be the only gate to the abundant life 
intended by God for man. We must be on guard against 
the tendency to think that it is outrageous and impossible to 
make absolute and exclusive claims as to the truth. For 
that is exactly what our Lord did and it is exactly what the 
one who believes in him does. Christ claimed to be the 
only Saviour or the world, and that no one could come to 
the Father except through him. St Peter when hauled 
before the Sanhedrin during the days after Pentecost stated 
unambiguously that Jesus Christ is the only one by whom 
men could be saved (Acts 4: 12). Just how God saves 
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those who do not enter the fold of Christ (that is, the 
Church he founded) might or might not be difficult for us 
to say, but all those who are in fact saved are saved through 
Christ alone. That is to say, if Buddha was saved as we 
may assume with our Buddhist friends he was, if Mahomet 
was saved as we may assume with our Moslem friends he 
was, if anyone in the world is saved as we may hope great 
numbers are, ultimately it is only through the work and the 
Person of Christ who is at the right hand of the Father in 
heaven, and who abides in his body the Church here on 
earth. Christ is the only name by whom men are saved. 

Let us draw near to the Person of Christ and 
contemplate him as presented to us in the Gospels. Let us 
observe his Person and come to know him. Knowing him, 
let us learn to believe in him, for he is the Saviour of the 
world. He is the one and only Gate and the one who enters 
through him will be saved, and will find pasture. Through 
him comes grace and truth. He is the Lord of lords, the 
King of kings. 

-- 
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Tuesday of the Fourth Week of Easter 


Entrance Antiphon Rev 19: 7, 6 Let us rejoice and be glad 
and give glory to God, for the Lord our God the Almighty 
reigns, alleluia. 

Collect Grant, we pray, almighty God, that, celebrating 
the mysteries of the Lord’s Resurrection, we may merit to 
receive the joy of our redemption. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 11:19-26; Psalm 87: lb-3, 4-5, 6-7; 

John 10:22-30 

The feast of the Dedication was taking place in 
Jerusalem. It was winter. And Jesus walked about in the 
temple area on the Portico of Solomon. So the Jews 
gathered around him and said to him, “How long are you 
going to keep us in suspense? If you are the Christ, tell us 
plainly. ” Jesus answered them, “I told you and you do not 
believe. The works I do in my Father’s name testify to me. 
But you do not believe, because you are not among my 
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sheep. My sheep hear my voice; I know them, and they 
follow me. I give them eternal life, and they shall never 
perish. No one can take them out of my hand. My Father, 
who has given them to me, is greater than all, and no one 
can take them out of the Father’s hand. The Father and I 
are one. ” (John 10:22-30) 

God’s love One of the distinctive features of the 
fourth Gospel is that St John, its author, gives us many 
passages that reveal very explicitly the heart and true 
nature of Jesus Christ. In our passage today, the Pharisees 
gather around Christ and demand from him a plain 
statement as to who he is. John the Baptist had pointed 
him out as being the Messiah. Many were saying that he 
was, and yet our Lord was circumspect about the title for 
many reasons. One reason was the misconception of many 
as to the role of the Messiah — very many expected him to 
be a political liberator and economic saviour. For example, 
after he fed the large crowds with plenty they wanted to 
make him king, and the next day our Lord said to them that 
they were seeking him simply because of the bread they 
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had received from him. Another reason why our Lord 
spoke with caution and prudence in respect to his 
Messiahship was that he knew many would not believe him 
— especially the leaders. We read that “the Jews gathered 
around him and said to him, ‘How long are you going to 
keep us in suspense? If you are the Christ, tell us plainly. ’ 
Jesus answered them, 7 told you and you do not believe'“ 
(John 10:22-30). The interesting thing about this exchange 
is the reason our Lord gives as to why they did not believe. 
It is not that he had not given them enough reasons or 
indications. As he said, “I told you and you do not believe. 
The works I do in my Father’s name testify to me." He had 
spoken with sufficient clarity, and his works testified to his 
mission. The reason why they did not believe was that 
“you are not among my sheep. My sheep hear my voice, I 
know them and they follow me." The principal reason for 
their lack of belief, then, was their own inner disposition. 
They were disposed not to believe in him. Their hearts 
were set against him. They were not of his sheep. 
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These words of Christ directed at the leaders of the 
Jews remind us of the inestimable value of the gift of faith. 
The faith that leads and inclines us to Christ is a gift from 
God. The Father draws a Person to Christ his Son by the 
inner workings of grace that guide and sustain a person in 
his discovery of the Person of Jesus. Our Lord alludes to 
this in the passage we are considering. The Father gives to 
Christ his sheep. They belong to God in the first place, 
which is to say they have been secretly drawn to God and 
they have accepted this divine influence. Their heart, we 
might say, is or has become godly, and God in his turn 
draws them to his Son Jesus Christ. Their heart is properly 
and suitably disposed - however obscurely, it is religious 
and moral. It is good soil for the seed of the word of God. 
Authentic religious faith within a person is God’s work, 
and God in his turn entrusts the work of his hands to his 
Son. If anyone is aware that he has faith in Jesus, that he 
loves him, that he hopes in him and wants to belong to him 
and follow him wherever he might lead, that person should 
rejoice. This faith in him is a sign of God’s gentle 
possession of his heart, a possession that entirely respects 
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his freedom at every point, a possession that is like the 
undying love of a wonderful mother or father. If we 
believe in Jesus, if our belief is leading us to live a life in 
accord with his commandments, then we should rejoice in 
the love that God has for us, for this love is shown in the 
faith in Jesus that we have. Our Lord’s words remind us of 
this: “My sheep hear my voice; I know them, and they 
follow me. I give them eternal life, and they shall never 
perish. No one can take them out of my hand. My Father, 
who has given them to me, is greater than all, and no one 
can take them out of the Father’s hand. The Father and I 
are one ” (John 10:22-30). 

The Christian religion involves the discovery of the 
love that God has for us. It is of this love that our Lord 
speaks in our Gospel passage today. He speaks of the 
Father’s love for us and the Son’s love for us. No one can 
snatch us from the love of God. As St Paul put it, nothing 
can come between us and the love God has for us in Christ 
Jesus our Lord. Let us abide in that love all our days. 

-- 
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Wednesday of the Fourth Week of Easter 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 18 (17):50; 22 (21):23 I will 
praise you, LORD, among the nations; I will tell of your 
name to my kin, alleluia. 

Collect O God, life of the faithful, glory of the humble, 
blessedness of the just, listen kindly to the prayers of those 
who call on you, that they who thirst for what you 
generously promise may always have their fill of your 
plenty. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 12:24-13:5a; Psalm 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8; 

John 12:44-50 

Jesus cried out and said, “Whoever believes in me 
believes not only in me but also in the one who sent me, 
and whoever sees me sees the one who sent me. I came 
into the world as light, so that everyone who believes in me 
might not remain in darkness. And if anyone hears my 
words and does not observe them, I do not condemn him, 
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for I did not come to condemn the world but to save the 
world. Whoever rejects me and does not accept my words 
has something to judge him: the word that I spoke, it will 
condemn him on the last day, because I did not speak on 
my own, but the Father who sent me commanded me what 
to say and speak. And I know that his commandment is 
eternal life. So what I say, I say as the Father told me. ” 
(John 12:44-50) 

Discipleship It is difficult to think of anyone in 
history who made personal claims that could be at all 
compared with those made by Jesus Christ. Consider 
Socrates, Plato, Aristotle. Consider Buddha, Confucius or 
Mahomet (Mahomet himself, and not just the claims about 
him made by his disciples and his followers). Consider the 
great political or military leaders of history. Jesus of 
Nazareth made his claims with utmost confidence and he 
made them not only before his chosen disciples, but he 
made many of them before the public and before his 
enemies. He made them before the leaders of the people, 
and because of his claims he was sentenced to death. 


- 780 - 



Consider our passage from the Gospel of St John today. St 
John informs us that “Jesus cried out ” the words that 
follow. He said them publicly, just as he very publicly 
announced the doctrine of the Eucharist, in which he stated 
to those gathered in the synagogue that his flesh would 
have to be eaten and his blood drunk if they were to have 
life in them. In today’s passage our Lord publicly stated 
that whoever believes in him, believes in the Father who 
sent him. Most astonishing of all, he declared that whoever 
sees him sees the Father. He is identifying his own words 
with those of the Father, and his own being (though not his 
Person) with that of the Father. He states that he is the 
light of the world, and that the one who rejects his words 
will be condemned on the last day. His teaching comes 
from the Father because the Father told him all that he is 
saying. 

Jesus is claiming to be absolutely unique, unique as 
the light of the world, unique in that his words will be the 
benchmark for one’s final judgment at the end of time, and 
utterly unique in his relationship with the Father. Jesus! 
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Who can best know him? The person who is best able to 
form an adequate impression of the Person of Jesus is the 
disciple. Those who knew our Lord best during his life on 
earth, and who were most able to evaluate his claims were 
his truest disciples, which is to say those who lived with 
him in his friendship and who genuinely placed their faith 
in him. The same applies to us. Paradoxically, if we wish 
to form a true judgment about Christ, the best way is to live 
with him and abide in his friendship by faith. This is done 
by a daily life of prayerful contemplation of his Person, 
especially (though not exclusively) as it is revealed in the 
Gospel — such as in our Gospel passage today. All the 
while, the disciple must be guided by the Church whose 
head is Christ. The disciple lives in his presence, sinking 
into his words, prayerfully imagining him uttering them, 
watching him in a spirit of faith — in a word, coming to 
know Christ Jesus. The disciple abides in that personal 
knowledge of him. That is the only real way to be in a 
position to appreciate the truth of his claims. If we remain 
an outsider to Christ’s friendship, we shall not get far with 
the Gospel account of Christ’s words and miracles and life 
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and death. They can bring us to the threshold of 
knowledge of him but if we do not take the next step and 
enter our Lord’s company by faith, then the powerful 
claims of Christ will not be appreciated nor found 
convincing. They are so utterly unique. It is faith in him, 
the faith of a genuine disciple, that will open the door to a 
true knowledge of him. 

Let us resolve to move beyond the threshold to faith 
in Jesus and to real discipleship. Let us take the step of 
accepting his invitation to be his friends and disciples. Let 
us read the Gospels asking God our Father for that light 
that will draw us to the knowledge and love of his Son. 
His words bring to us eternal life, for as our Lord said at 
the Last Supper, eternal life is this, to know the Father and 
Jesus Christ his Son. 
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Thursday of the Fourth Week of Easter 


Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 68 (67): 8-9, 20 O God, when 
you went forth before your people, marching with them 
and living among them, the earth trembled, heavens poured 
down rain, alleluia. 

Collect O God, who restore human nature to yet greater 
dignity than at its beginnings, look upon the amazing 
mystery of your loving kindness, and in those you have 
chosen to make new through the wonder of rebirth may 
you preserve the gifts of your enduring grace and blessing. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 13:13-25; Ps 89:2-3, 21-22, 25, 27; 

John 13:16-20 

Jesus said, I tell you the truth, no servant is greater 
than his master, nor is a messenger greater than the one 
who sent him. Now that you know these things, you will be 
blessed if you do them. I am not referring to all of you; I 
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know those I have chosen. But this is to fulfil the 
scripture: ‘He who shares my bread has lifted up his heel 
against me. ’ I am telling you now before it happens, so 
that when it does happen you will believe that I am. I tell 
you the truth, whoever accepts anyone I send accepts me; 
and whoever accepts me accepts the one who sent me. 
(John 13:16-20) 

Like the Master Consider the words of Jesus Christ: 
“7 tell you the truth, no servant is greater than his master, 
nor is a messenger greater than the one who sent him. 
Now that you know these things, you will be blessed if you 
do them.” So, as Jesus Christ lived, so will the one who is 
sent by him try to live. How did Jesus Christ live? He 
stood in the place of mankind and atoned for the sin of the 
world. Christ loved me, as St Paul wrote, and gave himself 
up for me. There is a simple tomb in Santa Chiara, the 
beautiful church in Naples, Italy, in which lie the remains 
of Salvo D’Aquisito. He was the eldest of eight children, 
and at 18 he enrolled in the Carabinieri, the oldest regiment 
in the Italian army. He enjoyed the military life, and 
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during the Second World War he spent 18 months in North 
Africa on active service. He was then recalled, promoted to 
NCO and had his last posting in a little village north of 
Rome. He was devoutly Catholic. When Italy changed 
sides in September 1943, Salvo was at his post north of 
Rome. On 23 September, a Thursday — a day of special 
Eucharistic devotion — he went to Confession, Mass and 
Holy Communion. His commanding officer had been 
called to Rome, and Salvo was, at age 22, the senior 
representative of the Italian state in the village. In the 
morning a party of the dreaded German SS arrived. Salvo 
went to meet them politely and was roughly arrested and 
taken away. An accidental explosion, thought by the 
Germans to be deliberate, had caused the death of a 
German, and the SS had decided on reprisals. Twenty-two 
local men had been rounded up and were going to be shot 
unless Salvo could point out the person responsible for the 
supposed crime. This was in the morning — it was to be a 
long day. The Italian prisoners were ordered to dig a 
trench, some of them with their bare hands. Digging their 
own mass grave reduced many of them to tears. 
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Only Salvo kept calm and tried to reason with the SS. 
In vain. At 5pm he at last succeeded in persuading the SS 
to let their prisoners go. One of the prisoners stayed to see 
the outcome, while the others fled in gratitude. He was a 
17-year-old boy, and the sole witness of Salvo’s death at 
the hands of the SS firing squad. For Salvo had convinced 
the Germans that he was responsible for the imaginary 
crime, and saved the lives of the 22 hostages in so doing. 
‘Tom live once, you die once he had told the boy while 
they had been digging the trench that afternoon. Salvo 
died heroically, doing something to save victims of 
injustice. He had been to Holy Communion early that 
morning; he made his thanksgiving and united himself to 
Christ who had offered his life for all mankind. Salvo’s 
Cause for Beatification is being considered — his death 
reminds us of Maximilian Kolbe’s heroic sacrifice during 
the same war, in a German concentration camp. Christ had 
said, “/ tell you the truth, no servant is greater than his 
master, nor is a messenger greater than the one who sent 
him. Now that you know these things, you will be blessed if 
you do them.” Thus was Salvo blessed. He lived in 
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terrible times. He died a very young man, and when that 
terrible day suddenly came upon him — but a couple of 
years out of his teens — he was found ready and spiritually 
equipped to make the ultimate sacrifice in union with Jesus 
Christ. Sustained by the Holy Spirit and his Catholic Faith, 
he saw it as a loving duty to save his brethren. It was 
incredible, and shows forth the power of divine grace. 
Salvo lived in the state of grace. As he lived, so he died, 
his death showing forth the power of God. Christ had also 
said that at the end he will say, “ whatever you did to the 
least of these brothers of mine, you did for me” At the end 
he will say, “Come, O blessed of my Father, inherit the 
kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the 
world ” (Matthew 25:34). 

In our Lord’s words in today’s Gospel, our Lord 
refers to the one who betrayed him: “I am not referring to 
all of you; I know those I have chosen .” Christ knows each 
of us, and each of us who are baptized into him have been 
chosen by him. Let us pray for the grace to be faithful to 
Jesus Christ, and to follow in his footsteps in our daily life. 
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The circumstances that presented themselves to Salvo 
would scarcely be ours, but the duty of following Christ 
faithfully each day, whatever the day brings, stands. Let us 
be faithful to Christ, for blessed shall we be if we do this! 

-- 
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Friday of the Fourth Week of Easter 


Entrance Antiphon Rev 5: 9-10 You have redeemed us, 
Lord, by your Blood, from every tribe and tongue and 
people and nation, and have made us into a kingdom, 
priests for our God, alleluia. 

Collect O God, author of our freedom and of our 
salvation, listen to the voice of our pleading and grant that 
those you have redeemed by the shedding of your Son’s 
Blood may have life through you and, under your 
protection, rejoice for ever unharmed. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 13:26-33; Psalm 2:6-7, 8-1 lab; 

John 14:1-6 

Jesus said to his disciples: “Do not let your hearts be 
troubled. You have faith in God; have faith also in me. In 
my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If 
there were not, would I have told you that I am going to 
prepare a place for you? And if I go and prepare a place 
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for you, I will come back again and take you to myself, so 
that where I am you also may be. Where I am going you 
know the way. ” Thomas said to him, “Master, we do not 
know where you are going; how can we know the way? ” 
Jesus said to him, “lam the way and the truth and the life. 
No one comes to the Father except through me. ” (John 
14:1-6) 

Christ the Way A very notable feature of modern 
Western societies is the presence within them of 
communities of various religions, Christian and 
non-Christian. There are frequent and laudable initiatives 
by community and religious leaders to bring such groups 
together in various settings for the purpose of looking at 
common problems, and on occasion they even pray 
together. Ways are at times found of addressing God in 
common that take account of the diverse beliefs, although 
in view of radical doctrinal differences this can naturally be 
very difficult and even ill-advised. However, one cannot 
help but notice that at times (and even often) in various 
gatherings of Christians, prayers are directed to God 
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without any reference to Christ, or to God as a Trinity of 
Persons, or to God as the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
The reasons for this can vary, but it is a serious matter if it 
indicates a sliding away from a consciousness of the 
absolute centrality of the doctrine of the Trinity. Because 
of Christ’s revelation, the Christian knows that the one and 
only God of all is the triune God, the God and Father of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, fie knows that if any one of any 
religion whatsoever attains contact with the true God and a 
degree of union with him, that person has in fact attained 
contact and union with the God who is a trinity of Persons 
— without, of course, his realizing the fact of the Trinity. 
It is to this which our Lord is alluding in our Gospel 
passage today. He tells his disciples at the Last Supper that 
he is the way, the truth and the life. That is to say, he is the 
way to God, the truth about God, and the life of God. As 
St Paul writes, in Christ dwells the fulness of the godhead 
bodily. Very significantly for the religions of the world, 
Christ states that ‘Wo one comes to the Father except 
through me” (John 14:1-6). 
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So then, God our loving Father, the Father who is 
indescribably near to us (far more than we are to 
ourselves), the all-merciful Father who has made himself 
so utterly and immediately accessible to fallen man, is 
directly approached and attained through our Lord Jesus 
Christ. As Pope Benedict XVI in his many writings often 
put it, Jesus is the face of the Father. Were we to look on 
the Father we would see the likeness of the Son, because 
the Son is the perfect image of the invisible Father and the 
revelation of his glory. We see reflections of this ultimate 
fact in creation. Offspring look like their parents whether 
it be in the sentient or non-sentient world, and human 
generation shows this striking pattern. At times the child 
has a remarkable likeness to his or her parent. Jesus is the 
face of the Father, and we approach the Father through and 
in Jesus. Jesus loved the Father with an indescribable love, 
and it was to render him honour and glory that he took on 
himself the sins of the world. By entering into a profound 
and faithful friendship with Jesus, we enter also into his 
relationship with the Father. Jesus is not just a way to the 
Father, nor is he simply the best and most sure way to the 
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Father. He tells us that he is the only way to the Father. I 
remember years back watching a television interview and 
in it two people were being questioned, one a Catholic and 
the other a Jew. The Jewish scholar understandably 
attacked the doctrine that Christ is the only way to arrive at 
God, and unfortunately the Catholic scholar stepped back 
from defending and bearing witness to that doctrine. She, a 
Catholic Scripture scholar, failed to defend the revelation 
made by Christ about himself. It is precisely what the 
Jewish scholar was attacking that Christ revealed and 
insisted on. No one can come to the Father except through 
me, Jesus said. St Teresa of Avila, the great Spanish doctor 
of the Church, repeatedly insists in her writings that the 
way to God is through the humanity of Jesus. 

One upshot of a serene and profound appreciation of 
the centrality of the Person of Jesus Christ in our entire 
relationship with God is peace of heart. All is in Jesus’ 
hands, and in him we can trust. “ Jesus said to his 
disciples: ‘Do not let your hearts be troubled. You have 
faith in God; have faith also in me. In my Father’s house 
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there are many dwelling places. If there were not, would I 
have told you that I am going to prepare a place for you ? 
And if 1 go and prepare a place for you, I will come back 
again and take you to myself so that where I am you also 
may be (John 14:1-6). Let us place our entire lives in the 
keeping of Jesus, knowing that in being in him we have 
come to the Lord God himself. 

-- 
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Saturday of the Fourth Week of Easter 


Entrance Antiphon Cf. 1 Pt 2:9 O chosen people, 
proclaim the mighty works of him who called you out of 
darkness into his wonderful light, alleluia. 

Collect O God, who in the celebration of Easter 
graciously give to the world the healing of heavenly 
remedies, show benevolence to your Church, that our 
present observance may benefit us for eternal life. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 13:44-52; Psalm 98:1, 2-4; 

John 14:7-14. 

Jesus said to his disciples: “If you know me, then you 
will also know my Father. From now on you do know him 
and have seen him. ” Philip said to Jesus, “Master, show us 
the Father, and that will be enough for us. ” Jesus said to 
him, “Have I been with you for so long a time and you still 
do not know me, Philip? Whoever has seen me has seen 
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the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? Do 
you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in 
me ? The words that I speak to you I do not speak on my 
own. The Father who dwells in me is doing his works. 
Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in me, 
or else, believe because of the works themselves. Amen, 
amen, I say to you, whoever believes in me will do the 
works that I do, and will do greater ones than these, 
because I am going to the Father. And whatever you ask in 
my name, I will do, so that the Father may be glorified in 
the Son. If you ask anything of me in my name, I will do 
it. ” (John 14:7-14) 

Christ’s testimony It is generally recognized that 
one who is going to his death and who is religious will 
hardly choose to depart from this life immersed in lies and 
deceits. His parting testimony is not likely to be a 
deliberate and grave falsehood, if only because he knows 
that a divine judgment awaits him. In the case of a great 
and good man his final conversations with others and 
especially with his friends are likely to be precious 
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moments of truth when he shares with them what is most 
real in his life, and what he knows to be most true. At 
various points in his public ministry, as we read in other 
parts of St John’s Gospel, our Lord had revealed to his 
disciples, and to the wider public including to his enemies, 
something of his unique relationship with God the Father 
of all. God is his Father but in a different sense from that 
in which he is the Father of all. Christ spoke of God as his 
own Father in a sense which made himself equal to God. 
The leaders of the Jews could see he was claiming this, and 
we are told they moved to stone him for it. Our Gospel 
today is drawn from St John’s account of the Last Supper. 
At the Last Supper our Lord is facing the most awful stage 
of his life when he will be plunged in untold suffering 
leading to a terrible death. By means of it his saving 
mission will be accomplished. Fie is about to return to his 
Father from whom he had come, and in these final 
moments with his closest disciples, he speaks to them of 
what is most true about himself. It is in the context of the 
Last Supper that St John reports our Lord’s greatest 
revelation of the mystery of his own Person. He tells them 
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who he is and his relationship with the Father to whom he 
has referred so often in the past. What he says constitutes 
the most wondrous revelation of the mystery of the 
godhead in the history of mankind, and his words were 
unforgettable for the young John who was there. 

Here in the intimacy of his Last Supper with his 
disciples before entering his Passion, our Lord tells his 
disciples that the one who sees him sees the Father. He is 
not the same Person as the Father, rather the Father is in 
him and he is in the Father and in fact he is about to go to 
the Father. While he is not the same Person as the Father, 
he has the same nature as the Father. He is the same one 
and only God as is the Father. The one God is not just one 
Person but three Persons in one divine nature. The one God 
who revealed himself to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, the one 
and only God who spoke to Moses and to the Prophets, the 
one only God of the Covenant and of Israel his chosen 
people, in a word the one true God, is the Father and he is 
the Son too, Jesus Christ our Lord. In that sense the one 
who sees him sees the Father. The one only God is also, as 
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our Lord would reveal, the Holy Spirit - a distinct and third 
divine Person, and our Lord spoke at length of the Holy 
Spirit during the Last Supper, as we read in St John’s 
account. Here in our passage today our Lord speaks of his 
relationship with the Father. He who sees him sees the 
Father, and there is an inexpressible union and intimacy 
between the Father and the Son, which, however, our Lord 
expresses with marvellous simplicity. The Father is in him 
and he is in the Father. It is clear from St John’s account 
that this was a high point in our Lord’s revelation of 
himself to his apostles. “Do you not believe that I am in 
the Father and the Father is in me ? The words that I speak 
to you I do not speak on my own. The Father who dwells 
in me is doing his works. Believe me that I am in the 
Father and the Father is in me, or else, believe because of 
the works themselves ” (John 14:7-14). The disciple who 
keeps the word of Christ will live in him, and both the 
Father and the Son will love him and will come and abide 
in him. 
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During his public ministry many of Christ’s disciples 
walked away from him precisely because of his teaching 
about himself. His enemies persecuted him precisely 
because of his teaching about himself. Even one of the 
Twelve left him to betray him. During the Last Supper our 
Lord shared with his apostles, with those who would be the 
foundation stones of his Church with Peter at their head, 
his revelation of the mystery of his own Person. As we 
read and hear Christ’s revelation of the mystery of the 
Trinity, let us make our choice for him. He, the only Son 
of the Lather, is our Saviour, our Lord and our God. 

-- 
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Fifth Sunday of Easter 


Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 98 (97): 1-2 O sing a new song 
to the Lord, for he has worked wonders; in the sight of the 
nations he has shown his deliverance, alleluia. 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, constantly accomplish 
the Paschal Mystery within us, that those you were pleased 
to make new in Holy Baptism may, under your protective 
care, bear much fruit and come to the joys of life eternal. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 14:21-27; Psalm 145:8-13; 

Revelation 21:l-5a; John 13:31-33a, 34-35 

When Judas had left them, Jesus said, “Now is the 
Son of Man glorified, and God is glorified in him. If God 
is glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself, and 
God will glorify him at once. My children, I will be with 
you only a little while longer. I give you a new 
commandment: love one another. As I have loved you, so 
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you also should love one another. This is how all will 
know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one 
another. ” (John 13:3l-33a, 34-35) 

Meaning One of the most perennial questions that 
relate to man is the question of happiness. What is it that 
will bring happiness and fulfilment in life? There have 
been a plethora of answers to this, together with the 
answers to the question of what leads to the opposite, 
namely unhappiness. One common answer is that the key 
to happiness and unhappiness is self-esteem. This is not 
the place to discuss such matters, but one modern 
psychiatrist who had something to say on all this was Dr 
Victor Frankl. He himself had been in a concentration 
camp during World War II and he saw before him so many 
who were unhappy, and others who despite their 
conditions, retained joy and happiness. He asked, what 
was the key to the happiness of those who had it? The key 
to it, which he expressed in various published works over 
the years of his professional career, was the possession of a 
sense of meaning. That, of course, makes sense and it is a 
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far more satisfactory answer than many others (such as the 
mere possession of self-esteem). However, it leaves 
unanswered the question of what is the true meaning of 
things. A person may have a sense of meaning and it may 
indeed give him a certain happiness and fulfilment in life 
despite adverse conditions he may be going through. But if 
the meaning he sees in things is false then that is a pity and 
even a tragedy. But there is a further side to this. It is that 
it is not enough to have a sense of the true meaning of 
things. One must actively live in light of it. So, the 
important thing is that one’s life be based on truth and not 
just that one be happy. One ought seek the true meaning of 
things not simply in order to be happy but to possess the 
truth and to live in light of it. What is what is the true 
meaning of life, of the universe and of all things? What a 
vast question! Consider the unimaginable extent of the 
physical universe. Consider the unimaginable number of 
human beings that will have existed over the course of all 
human history. Consider the turbulence of human life and 
all things seen and unseen. What a question it is to pose - 
the question of the true meaning of life and of all things! 
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This question, of course, takes us far beyond the 
competence of any psychiatrist, and perhaps of any 
philosopher. Victor Frankl did not presume to answer the 
question of the true meaning of things. Indeed, it is hard to 
see how such an answer could be attained by the light of 
human reason alone. It would seem to need a revelation 
from God, for it is so vast and deep a question. But in fact, 
God has given us the answer. The meaning and purpose of 
all things is the glory of God, and man attains his true 
meaning and happiness by seeking to render glory to God 
in the way he lives his life. That will give his life great 
meaning, and the meaning it gives is the true one. This 
leads to the next point: in what does man give glory to 
God? In our Gospel today our Lord speaks of God being 
glorified, and of God being glorified in the Son. “ Jesus 
said, ‘Now is the Son of Man glorified, and God is glorified 
in him. If God is glorified in him, God will also glorify him 
in himself, and God will glorify him at once’” (John 
13:31-33a) These words indicate that for our Lord the 
all-important thing was that his heavenly Father be 
glorified, and that his Father’s glory is manifested in the 
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glory of his Son, who is the image and revelation of the 
Father. Our Lord took on the sins of mankind and expiated 
for them by his obedience unto death in order to make up 
for the offence to his heavenly Father which they 
constituted. His obedience rendered glory to the Father, 
and so the crucified Christ, dead on the cross because of his 
obedience, is the greatest manifestation of the glory of 
God. It is also the greatest manifestation of the evil of sin, 
because while it was his obedience that led Christ there, it 
was our sins that drove in the nails. The love and passion 
of his life was that God his Father be glorified. Christ 
shows, then, the true meaning and purpose of all things, 
and it is in and through him that we are able to know and 
dedicate our lives to the true meaning and purpose of all 
things. No matter how modest our attainments and abilities 
may be, each of us is able to live for the glory and honour 
of God our Father. This we can and are called to do by 
living in union with Christ. In him the mystery of the 
meaning of life is made clear and achieved. 
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In our Gospel passage today our Lord not only shows 
that the end of all things is the glory of God, but he 
explains even more precisely how it is that God is to be 
glorified by our lives. It is by living a life of love in 
imitation of Christ. “My children, I will be with you only a 
little while longer. I give you a new commandment: love 
one another. As I have loved you, so you also should love 
one another. This is how all will know that you are my 
disciples, if you have love for one another ” (John 13: 
34-35). God is love, and Christ by his life has revealed 
this. He wants us to follow in his footsteps by living a life 
of love. This is done by a loving and careful fulfilment of 
the responsibilities and duties of our everyday life, in 
imitation, I would suggest, of Mary and Joseph, our Lord’s 
two greatest and most intimate disciples. In this way will 
God be honoured and glorified, and our lives attain their 
true meaning. Let us, then, so live that God will be 
glorified and honoured. 

-- 
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Monday of the Fifth Week of Easter 


Entrance Antiphon The Good Shepherd has risen, who 
laid down his life for his sheep and willingly died for his 
flock, alleluia. 

Collect May your right hand, O Lord, we pray, encompass 
your family with perpetual help, so that, defended from all 
wickedness by the Resurrection of your Only Begotten 
Son, we may make our way by means of your heavenly 
gifts. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives 
and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 14:5-18; Psalm 115:1-4, 15-16; 

John 14:21-26 

Jesus said to his disciples: “Whoever has my 
commandments and observes them is the one who loves me. 
Whoever loves me will be loved by my Father, and I will 
love him and reveal myself to him. ” Judas, not the Iscariot, 
said to him, “Master, then what happened that you will 
reveal yourself to us and not to the world?” Jesus 
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answered and said to him, “Whoever loves me will keep my 
word, and my Father will love him, and we will come to 
him and make our dwelling with him. Whoever does not 
love me does not keep my words; yet the word you hear is 
not mine but that of the Father who sent me. “I have told 
you this while I am with you. The Advocate, the Holy Spirit 
whom the Father will send in my name he will teach you 
everything and remind you of all that I told you. ” (John 
14:21-26) 

Obedient action Prior to his election to the chair of 
Saint Peter, Pope St John Paul II was not only a bishop and 
cardinal, but virtually a professional philosopher with 
creative writings in philosophy (and in other fields) to his 
credit. Probably his best known philosophical work was 
The Acting Person, and one of the central points developed 
there is the centrality of free action in the understanding of 
the human person. The human person expresses and 
develops his nature most distinctively in his deliberate act, 
especially in community. Ever since Descartes, whose 
philosophy starts with the lone individual conscious of his 
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own thought, what has been seen as most decisive for man 
is cognition. Man is the one who thinks and who reasons 
(and as Descartes put it, being conscious that he thinks, he 
is able to conclude - “ergo” - that he exists). Karol 
Wojtyla starts, rather, with man as the person in community 
and in action. What is decisive for man is his action, taken 
in an arena with others. Now, consider the emphasis that 
our Lord gives to discipleship in our Gospel passage today. 
He emphasises action. It is not just a matter of being in our 
Lord’s company, nor is it simply a matter of receiving his 
teaching and his commandments. One must actively 
observe them. This is the test of true love for the master. 
There is a work to be done, an action to be performed, and 
that action is the observance of Christ’s commandments. 
Further, it is action in community with others of his 
disciples. Christ’s disciple is characteristically an acting 
person, not just a thinking one. He does not just believe 
and dwell in Christ’s company. He is indeed in the 
company of Christ and his disciples, but then 
characteristically he acts. By the grace of the Holy Spirit 
who has been given him, he puts into action what the 
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Master expects of him. He does not just say “Lord, Lord!”, 
but actually does the will of the Father. His works, the 
fruit of love, are central to his life as a true disciple of 
Christ. 

Obedient action is at the heart of the Christian religion 
- of course, in dependence on grace. It is the test of our 
love. As our Lord said to Simon Peter, Do you love me? 
Then feed my sheep! In the Letter to the Hebrews we read 
that on entering the world the Son of God said, “ Here I am, 
O God, I come to do your will.” During his agony in the 
Garden our Lord asked his Father that the cup be taken 
away from him, but added “ not as I, but as you will” It is 
in this sense that John Henry Newman wrote (in his 
Development of Christian Doctrine ) that authority and 
obedience are of the essence of true religion, which is to 
say the recognition of the authority of God and our 
constant readiness to obey him in our action. The one who 
loves will show his love by his obedient action. It is this 
which is real love, and it will be rewarded by God. 
Consider what our Lord tells us in today’s Gospel of what 
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God will do if we observe his commandments. “ Whoever 
loves me will keep my word, and my Father will love him, 
and we will come to him and make our dwelling with him. 
Whoever does not love me does not keep my words; yet the 
word you hear is not mine but that of the Father who sent 
me ” (John 14:21-26). God the Father and God the Son will 
come and make their home with the one who keeps 
Christ’s word, and this of course will happen by the power 
of the Holy Spirit who is specifically mentioned in our 
reading today. The Holy Spirit will teach us Christ’s word 
and remind us of all he told us. The implication of all this 
is that whatever be the degree of our faith and what we 
might consider to be our love for Christ and God, the 
critical thing will be what we actually do about it. It is our 
obedience to the will of Christ that will be decisive in our 
relationship with God, and it is this which will be rewarded 
by God with a growing intimacy with him. 

In our Christian life let us resolve not just to think but 
to act. This includes actively seeking to know the word of 
Christ and its true meaning as it comes to us in the 
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Scriptures and the Church’s teaching, and then acting on it. 
We must observe the word we receive. The Christian is 
distinguished by two things, firstly faith in Christ and his 
word, and then obedience in putting it into practice. We 
must have his commandments in our hearts, and then 
faithfully observe them in our lives. 

-- 
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Tuesday of the Fifth Week of Easter 


Entrance Antiphon Rev 19:5; 12: 10 Sing praise to our 
God, all you who fear God, both small and great, for now 
salvation and strength have come, and the power of his 
Christ, alleluia. 

Collect O God, who restore us to eternal life in the 
Resurrection of Christ, grant your people constancy in faith 
and hope, that we may never doubt the promises of which 
we have learned from you. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 14:19-28; Psalm 145:10-13ab, 21; 

John 14:27-3 la 

Jesus said to his disciples: “Peace I leave with you; 
my peace I give to you. Not as the world gives do I give it 
to you. Do not let your hearts be troubled or afraid. You 
heard me tell you, 7 am going away and I will come back 
to you. ’ If you loved me, you would rejoice that I am going 
to the Father; for the Father is greater than I. And now I 
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have told you this before it happens, so that when it 
happens you may believe. I will no longer speak much with 
you, for the ruler of the world is coming. He has no power 
over me, but the world must know that I love the Father 
and that I do just as the Father has commanded me. ” (John 
14:27-31a) 

Peace From era to era and from generation to 
generation in the unfolding history of man, there appears to 
be so much to fear. The forces of nature seem constantly 
to be rising up against man to threaten him in fire, 
earthquakes, storms, plagues, sickness and in the failure of 
his crops. Man attacks his fellow man in wars, slaughter 
and in acts of terror. Whatever it be, there is much in 
man’s environment that is hostile to him. There is also so 
much within his very self that draws him to self-harm and 
death. As well as this, there seems (to ordinary 
observation) good reason to think that there is something 
demonic invisibly at work in the world, a world that is 
otherwise such a gift to man, and that shows forth so much 
beauty and fruitfulness and order. And so while he regards 
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this world as his cherished home, nevertheless his heart is 
troubled and afraid. But what does Christ say? In our 
Gospel today (John 14:27-3 la), drawn as it is from St 
John’s account of our Lord’s final words to his disciples 
before entering into his Passion, our Lord tells his disciples 
that he is giving them a gift. That gift is a share in his 
peace. So they were not to be troubled nor afraid: “ Peace I 
leave with you; my peace I give to you. Not as the world 
gives do I give it to you. Do not let your hearts be troubled 
or afraid .” So then, the will of Christ the Master is that his 
disciples are to preserve peace in their hearts and resist 
fear. What is to be the basis of this, making it possible? 
The basis of this is the constant presence of Christ in one’s 
life. Somehow all will be well because he is near. In our 
passage today, immediately after telling his disciples that 
they are not to allow their hearts to be troubled, he tells 
them that “/ am going away and I will come back to your 
He was going to his death and then to the Father, but he 
would be back with them in the power of the Spirit, never 
to leave them. 
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We remember the occasion in our Lord’s public 
ministry when the disciples were out on the great lake in 
the midst of a violent storm. There and then in the midst of 
their fear they saw Jesus coming towards them on the 
water. They cried out in terror, thinking it might be some 
hostile preternatural spirit coming at them out of the 
darkness, in other words yet another threat. Instead, they 
heard our Lord say to them, “Do not be afraid. It is /.” He 
was present, so they had no need to be troubled or afraid. 
On another occasion in the midst of a storm, our Lord was 
asleep in the boat. In terror they awoke him asking why he 
did not care about what was happening. He stood up and at 
a word quelled the storm and all was calm. He then turned 
to them to ask why they did not have faith. The implication 
was that they should not have been troubled nor afraid 
because he was present. People suffering from all kinds of 
afflictions flocked to him because they could see that he 
was the answer to their plight. Our Lord did not come to 
take away all the evils of the world — even though 
ultimately, as God, he had the power to do this. He came 
to overcome their deepest cause of evil which is sin, and to 
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do this in and through his humanity. But he insistently 
taught that all were to believe in him, and the great 
message was that the one who believes in him need not be 
troubled or afraid. One’s life has to be lived in a way 
consistent with this belief. One thinks of Saint Thomas 
More going to the gallows because of his Catholic faith, 
after having written to his daughter, “ though I lose my head 
I’ll come to no harm.” In our Gospel passage today our 
Lord sets the example, for the basis of his peace is his love 
for the Father and his constant obedience to the Father’s 
will: “/ will no longer speak much with you, for the ruler of 
the world is coming. He has no power over me, but the 
world must know that I love the Father and that I do just as 
the Father has commanded me” (John 14:27-3 la). 

Let us resolve to place our entire faith in the Person of 
Christ, and as a sign of this faith, not to let our hearts be 
troubled or afraid. It is evident from the Gospel and our 
Lord’s teaching, that it is not pleasing to him nor therefore 
to the Father if we allow fear to engulf us, as if he did not 
count. In the face of all that threatens us both within and 
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without, the only one that counts is Christ. Nothing has 
power over him. He can be depended on, whatever he 
chooses to allow to happen in our life. As St Paul puts it in 
one of his Letters (Rom. 8:38-39), nothing can separate us 
from the love of God in Christ. 

-- 
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Wednesday of the Fifth Week of Easter 


Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 71 (70):8, 23 Let my mouth be 
filled with your praise, that I may sing aloud; my lips shall 
shout for joy, when I sing to you, alleluia. 

Collect O God, restorer and lover of innocence, direct the 
hearts of your servants towards yourself, that those you 
have set free from the darkness of unbelief may never stray 
from the light of your truth. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 15:1-6; Psalm 122:1-5; John 15:1-8 

Jesus said to his disciples: “I am the true vine, and 
my Father is the vine grower. He takes away every branch 
in me that does not bear fruit, and everyone that does he 
prunes so that it bears more fruit. You are already pruned 
because of the word that I spoke to you. Remain in me, as I 
remain in you. Just as a branch cannot bear fruit on its 
own unless it remains on the vine, so neither can you 
unless you remain in me. I am the vine, you are the 
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branches. Whoever remains in me and I in him will bear 
much fruit, because without me you can do nothing. 
Anyone who does not remain in me will be thrown out like 
a branch and wither; people will gather them and throw 
them into a fire and they will be burned. If you remain in 
me and my words remain in you, ask for whatever you want 
and it will be done for you. By this is my Father glorified, 
that you bear much fruit and become my disciples. ” (John 
15:1-8) 

Union with Christ It scarcely needs saying that a 
man’s work is critically important to his happiness and 
welfare. One only has to think of the effect on the average 
person of losing his job for this to be appreciated. Nor is a 
person’s work simply a means of earning a livelihood. 
Even if a person has more than enough wealth for his 
needs, he will still need to work in order to be happy. He 
needs to contribute to the development of others and of 
society and of the world. Man, in a sense, is born to work 
and is meant to find fulfilment in his work. All mankind is 
engaged in work for the development of creation and 


-821 - 



human life, and if man understands that creation has in fact 
come from the hand of God, then it is not hard for him to 
understand that his work in life is a collaboration with the 
Creator in developing the universe. By reflecting on his 
experience and by taking to heart the teaching of 
Revelation, man can see that God’s plan is that by his work 
he has the dignity of being a partner with the Creator. He 
comes from the hand of God in order to work with him, 
and this is a large part of what it means to have been made 
in the image and likeness of God. As our Lord once said to 
those who were criticising him, My Father works, and 
therefore I work. Now, what does our Lord have to say 
about our work? Speaking to his disciples, he says that we 
are to work in union with him. In this way shall we bear 
fruit: “7 am the vine, you are the branches. Whoever 
remains in me and I in him will bear much fruit, because 
without me you can do nothing. Anyone who does not 
remain in me will be thrown out like a branch and wither; 
people will gather them and throw them into afire and they 
will be burned. If you remain in me and my words remain 
in you, ask for whatever you want and it will be done for 
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you. By this is my Father glorified, that you bear much 
fruit and become my disciples ” (John 15:1-8). 

It is one thing to appreciate the dignity of man as a 
worker, and of the dignity of the work that he does. But it 
is a great thing to have been told the key to bearing much 
fruit through one’s work, even if that fruit may not be seen. 
There are so many who live out their lives without seeing 
much fruit coming from their work. There is very often a 
lack of recognition by others for one’s efforts. How 
depressing, how disappointing, and even how crushing this 
can be! Well, what is the key to good work even if it is not 
recognised by others? Christ, the fountain of all truth, 
provides us with the key. It is that in our work we remain 
in union with him. We should look on him as the hidden 
vine, the source of the fruitfulness of our work. We are 
branches of him who is the Vine. If we remain in union 
with him, then our work will bear the fruit intended by the 
Vinedresser — who is the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
in whom we live by grace and faith. Moreover, not only 
shall we bear “much fruit”, but also if we do this we shall 
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give glory to God. What a good thing it will be if by our 
lives God is honoured and glorified! According to our 
Lord in our passage today, it is by bearing much fruit and 
being his disciples that our heavenly Father is glorified. 
“5y this is my Father glorified, that you bear much fruit 
and become my disciples So the highest manner of doing 
our work in life and the surest way of attaining the success 
in our work which God wishes to see is by working in 
union with Christ as his disciples, just as a branch lives as 
part of the vine. Moreover, there is a warning. If we do 
not do this, if we do not remain in him, then our work is 
doomed in terms of fruitfulness. “Whoever remains in me 
and I in him will bear much fruit, because without me you 
can do nothing. Anyone who does not remain in me will be 
thrown out like a branch and wither; people will gather 
them and throw them into a fire and they will be burned ” 
(John 15:1-8). 

Every day let us strive to remain united with Jesus in 
our work, whatever that work may be. Let us think of the 
holy family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph at Nazareth at work 
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day by day. Consider the intimacy and love that reigned 
between them while they worked. If we work in union 
with Jesus, with Mary and Joseph also invisibly by our 
side, we shall bear much fruit and glory will be given to 
God. By our life of work God will be honoured and 
glorified. 

-- 
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Thursday of the Fifth Week of Easter 


Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ex 15:1-2 Let us sing to the Lord, 
for he has gloriously triumphed. The Lord is my strength 
and my might; he has become my salvation, alleluia. 

Collect O God, by whose grace, though sinners, we are 
made just and, though pitiable, made blessed, stand, we 
pray, by your works, stand by your gifts, that those 
justified by faith may not lack the courage of perseverance. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 15:7-21; Psalm 96:1-2a, 2b-3, 10; 

John 15:9-11 

Jesus said to his disciples: “As the Father loves me, 
so I also love you. Remain in my love. If you keep my 
commandments, you will remain in my love, just as I have 
kept my Father’s commandments and remain in his love. 
“I have told you this so that my joy might be in you and 
your joy might be complete. ” (John 15:9-11) 
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Abiding in Christ Our sense of the transcendent 
uniqueness of Jesus Christ is helped if we consider him not 
only within the setting of the New Testament but in the 
context of the Old Testament as well. Let our Lord’s 
words of today’s Gospel, then, sink into your mind and 
heart. He loves you as the Father loves him, and he asks 
you to remain in his love by keeping his commandments. 
Now, turn to the great and holy figures of the Old 
Testament, be they Abraham and the patriarchs, Moses and 
the great prophets, right up to the threshold of the New 
Testament with Simeon and Anna in the Temple, and John 
the Baptist. None of them would dare to speak of 
themselves in the way our Lord customarily speaks of 
himself. They pointed to God as the object of our love. 
Our Lord unhesitatingly points, of course, to God his 
Father. But he points also to himself as the object of the 
love of the human heart. He speaks of himself as loving 
his disciples in the way God loves him, as if he occupies 
the place of God. Just as man is to remain in the love of 
God, so we are to remain in Christ’s love. “As the Father 
loves me, so I also love you. Remain in my love ” (John 
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15:9-11). God has given us his commandments, and so has 
Christ given us his commandments — which, of course, 
are the Father’s commandments. If we keep his 
commandments, we shall remain in his love just as he has 
kept the Father’s commandments and remains in his love. 
I can well imagine a person accustomed to reading the 
prophets and holy persons of the Old Testament being 
struck by how Jesus of Nazareth points constantly to 
himself rather than simply and only, as do the great heroes 
of the Old Testament, to the God and Father of the chosen 
people. It is as if he regards himself as the full truth and 
the life of all who long for the divine. And so he does. He 
is the Way, and he is the Truth and the Life. 

Nor of course did the great figures outside of 
Christianity speak about themselves in the way Christ did. 
They did not make such exalted claims even though one or 
other among them may have regarded himself as sent from 
above, and even as being the greatest of those who have 
been so sent. But as far as I am aware, none of them 
presumed to claim to have the divine status and saving 
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mission which Jesus of Nazareth claimed. Our Lord said 
that he and the Father are one, that the one who sees him 
sees the Father, and that no one could come to the Father 
but through him. In our Gospel passage today our Lord 
tells his disciples they are to remain in his love, and they 
are to do this by keeping his commandments. Is not this 
what God would say in speaking of himself and in setting 
forth what he requires of us? All this is to say that while 
throughout the Gospels our Lord manifests profound love 
for and submission to the Father, at the same time in other 
ways he puts himself on exactly the same level as the 
Father. And he was perceived by his enemies as doing 
exactly this. This was manifestly clear to them. He asks us 
to give to him the love that we would give to God, and to 
live accordingly — which means keeping his 
commandments. If we do this we shall share in his joy and 
our joy will be complete. Jesus Christ was a man, but no 
mere man, no mere prophet. Nothing and no one can rank 
with him in creation and in human history. He is at the 
level of God and he sits at the right hand of the Father. All 
authority in heaven and on earth has been given to him. 
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This was his testimony about himself and it is the undying 
testimony of the Church about him both now and to the end 
when he comes. If we want to be convinced about Christ, 
the surest way to perceive the truth about him is to become 
his friend and disciple, to live with him day by day, to 
listen in faith to his word as it is presented to us by the 
Church his body, and to keep his commandments. 

Let us in the presence of our heavenly Father never 
cease to marvel at the gift of Jesus Christ to the world. He 
is the honour of our race, and as St Paul states, in him we 
receive every heavenly blessing. On the mountain, the 
Father’s voice was heard: “This is my Son in whom I am 
well pleased. Listen to him.” We who are his disciples 
have a great mission in life, and it is to abide in the love of 
Christ and to bring others into his love. 

-- 
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Friday of the Fifth Week of Easter 


Entrance Antiphon Rev 5:12 Worthy is the Lamb who 
was slain, to receive power and divinity, and wisdom and 
strength and honour, alleluia. 

Collect Grant us, Lord, we pray, that, being rightly 
conformed to the paschal mysteries, what we celebrate in 
joy may protect and save us with perpetual power. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 15:22-31; Psalm 57:8-9, 10, 12; 

John 15:12-17 

Jesus said to his disciples: “This is my 
commandment: love one another as I love you. No one has 
greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s 
friends. You are my friends if you do what I command you. 
I no longer call you slaves, because a slave does not know 
what his master is doing. I have called you friends, 
because I have told you everything I have heard from my 
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Father. It was not you who chose me, but I who chose you 
and appointed you to go and bear fruit that will remain, so 
that whatever you ask the Father in my name he may give 
you. This I command you: love one another. ” (John 15:12- 
17) 


Friendship with Jesus Any student of the 

religions of man will notice that there has been a vast 
plethora of types of religion throughout human history, as 
there is now. Some religions seem hardly to allow for 
anything transcending our world. Other religions conceive 
of an Absolute, but not of a personal one. Some religions 
are highly ethical, but agnostic in respect to the deity. 
Others allow for numerous deities. In the case of 
monotheistic religions, the character or images of the deity 
that mark them shows great variation. Now, one pivotal 
question about the religions is, What is the nature of the 
relationship between the adherent and the deity (or 
Absolute) with whom he deals? To what extent is it ever 
one of friendship ? However God or the god is conceived 
or imagined, is he ever looked upon as a personal friend 
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who offers himself fully in friendship, as would a 
wonderful friend? It seems to me that very few if any 
religions feature a God of this kind. But what is God 
actually like? That is to say, our question is, What has he 
revealed himself to be like and what is his attitude to us? 
The Good News which for two thousand years the Church, 
with all her human failings, has been bringing to the world 
by the grace of God is that God is love. In the religion 
which God has revealed, the true God is a God of personal 
friendship who wishes each of us to be his personal friend, 
and we are called to this as members of his own family. 
He has sent his own divine Son to dwell among us and by 
his death and resurrection to make this possible for every 
human being. This is the great message of our Gospel 
passage today in which our Lord speaks of his being our 
friend. 

Of course, to appreciate that revealed religion is a 
matter of personal and close friendship with God does 
involve a full faith in Christ being not only man but God. 
He is the God we worship, and he takes us immediately to 
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the Father who is the one God, and he does this by the 
grace of the Floly Spirit who is this same one God. Jesus 
Christ is the revelation of the true God. One would think 
that man’s relationship with the great God would be 
basically that of a slave to his absolute Master, but what 
does Christ say to his disciples? He says this: ‘Wo one has 
greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s 
friends. You are my friends if you do what I command you. 
I no longer call you slaves, because a slave does not know 
what his master is doing. I have called you friends, 
because I have told you everything I have heard from my 
Father. It was not you who chose me, but I who chose you 
and appointed you to go and bear fruit that will remain, so 
that whatever you ask the Father in my name he may give 
you.” (John 15:12-17) So then, the first thing that we start 
from in our entire religious life is the thought that Jesus 
(and therefore the Father whose image and revelation he is) 
looks on each of us as his friend for whom he has given his 
life, and to whom he has told his secrets about the Father, 
and whom he has chosen to go out and to bear fruit that 
will last. We need to ground ourselves in this thought, and 
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abide in it. We must abide in the thought of Jesus’ 
personal love for us. He is our God and he is our Friend. 
The very distinctive thing about the revealed religion of 
Christianity is that it is a religion of love and friendship. 

Let us make it our business each day to advance in 
this friendship with Christ. This is the purpose of the life 
of a Christian, for as St Paul writes in one of his Letters, 
Before the world began, God chose us in Christ to be holy 
and full of love in his sight. We are made for love, and the 
foundation of that life of love is the love and friendship of 
God for each of us. 
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Saturday of the Fifth Week of Easter 


Entrance Antiphon Col 2:12 You have been buried with 
Christ in Baptism, through which you also rose again by 
faith in the working of God, who raised him from the dead, 
alleluia. 

Collect Almighty and eternal God, who through the 
regenerating power of Baptism have been pleased to confer 
on us heavenly life, grant, we pray, that those you render 
capable of immortality by justifying them may by your 
guidance attain the fullness of glory. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 16:1-10; Psalm 100:lb-2, 3, 5; 

John 15:18-21 

Jesus said to his disciples: “If the world hates you, 
realize that it hated me first. If you belonged to the world, 
the world would love its own; but because you do not 
belong to the world, and I have chosen you out of the 
world, the world hates you. Remember the word I spoke to 
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you, ‘No slave is greater than his master. ’ If they 
persecuted me, they will also persecute you. If they kept 
my word, they will also keep yours. And they will do all 
these things to you on account of my name, because they do 
not know the one who sent me. ” (John 15:18-21) 

Rejection When I was a youth and beginning the 
many years of my preparation for the priesthood, the priest 
in charge of the spiritual formation of my class group often 
warned us against “human respect”, as he called it. It was 
obvious to us that he considered this to be a common 
temptation leading to worldliness and the abandonment of 
a generous living of the Christian life. By “human respect” 
he meant an overriding regard for what others — “the 
world” — thought and accepted. This term referred to the 
tendency to crave the acceptance of others and to be 
dominated by the desire for their respect. We see this 
everywhere in society and among all ages. It is, of course, 
particularly powerful among the young for whom the 
judgment and attitude of their peers and friends is 
immensely important. But it is influential among all ages 


- 837 - 



of adults too. This can be good if those among whom we 
associate and consider important have good human and 
religious values, and it is obviously at work in a most 
wholesome way in fervent religious communities. 
Membership in a very good religious association or parish 
brings with it the support (and healthy sanctions) of 
religious people. But it can be a tragic factor when a 
person with a genuine religious sense gradually discards 
his values because of the fear of what those around him 
will think and do if he lives according to them. A whole 
culture can be thus changed gradually for the worse, and 
that culture can become a powerful disincentive to the 
practice of religion. “Human respect”, or concern to retain 
the respect of others, can lead to the tragic loss of religion 
in a person’s life and it can lead to the abandonment of 
faith in Christ. Consider what happened to Peter at the 
beginning of Christ’s Passion. He denied Christ three 
times because of his fear of what people would think and 
do to him. Peter repented of his fall, and went on to live 
and die bearing witness to Christ. 
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Christ speaks directly of this to his disciples at the 
Last Supper. He warns them that the world will “hate” 
them if they are truly his disciples. But they are to 
remember that it hated him first. “// the world hates you, 
realize that it hated me first. If you belonged to the world, 
the world would love its own; but because you do not 
belong to the world, and I have chosen you out of the 
world, the world hates you. Remember the word I spoke to 
you, ‘No slave is greater than his master. ’ If they 
persecuted me, they will also persecute you. If they kept 
my word, they will also keep yours ” (John 15:18-21). 
Many things marked the ministry of Jesus with all the 
authority he displayed in word and work, and one of them 
was opposition, rejection and hatred on the part of those 
who “mattered”. St John tells us in his Gospel that people 
feared the leaders of the Jews, and this affected their 
attitude and behaviour to Jesus. Nicodemus came to Jesus 
by night “for fear of the Jews.” There were those who 
hated Jesus, and eventually they found a way to put him to 
death. They constituted “the world” and “the world” had 
its “prince,” as our Lord stated during the Last Supper. On 
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that occasion our Lord said that “the prince of this world is 
coming”. That is to say, the prince of this world uses “the 
world” — those standards and values of people that are 
contrary to those of Christ and God — to draw people 
away from God into sin. Christ chooses the Christian soul 
out of the world to be his own and to abide in his 
friendship by keeping his commandments. That will 
immediately place the Christian in conflict with “the 
world” and its standards. Consider the attitude of 
religiously liberal citizens towards those who defend the 
sanctity of the life of the unborn and of the helpless elderly, 
and who never allow that life may be taken away for any so 
called more worthy or convenient purpose. 

The person who takes his stand for Christ, and is 
consistent with it, will suffer in a measure the rejection that 
Christ experienced. Let us place ourselves in the presence 
of the two great Standards. The first is that of Christ, and 
the second is that of the world and its prince. Let us 
choose for Christ and live out this choice with constancy 
and consistency in our everyday lives. 
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Sixth Sunday of Easter 


Entrance Antiphon Cf. Is 48:20 Proclaim a joyful sound 
and let it be heard; proclaim to the ends of the earth: The 
Lord has freed his people, alleluia. 

Collect Grant, almighty God, that we may celebrate with 
heartfelt devotion these days of joy, which we keep in 
honour of the risen Lord, and that what we relive in 
remembrance we may always hold to in what we do. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 15:1-2, 22-29; Psalm 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8; 

Revelation 21:10-14, 22-23; John 14:23-29 

Jesus said to his disciples: “Whoever loves me will 
keep my word, and my Father will love him, and we will 
come to him and make our dwelling with him. Whoever 
does not love me does not keep my words; yet the word you 
hear is not mine but that of the Father who sent me. “I 
have told you this while I am with you. The Advocate, the 
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Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will 
teach you everything and remind you of all that I told you. 
Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. Not as the 
world gives do I give it to you. Do not let your hearts be 
troubled or afraid. You heard me tell you, 7 am going 
away and I will come back to you. ’ If you loved me, you 
would rejoice that I am going to the Father; for the Father 
is greater than I. And now I have told you this before it 
happens, so that when it happens you may believe. ” (John 
14:23-29) 

The Holy Trinity There have been philosophies 
that regard God as very distant from man. I could mention 
deism, and say, in the worst sense, Marxism. For the once- 
Jewish Karl Marx, God is not only a figment of the 
imagination, but to be looking to him absurdly distracts us 
from the important thing which is our work in the world. 
Marx maintained that faith in God is just an opiate of the 
people, a distant pie in the sky, a distant mirage. If we turn 
to the religions of man, one of the things that distinguishes 
them one from another is their notion of God’s distance 
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from man. It is often said that Islam has an image of God 
that is strongly marked by transcendence. Islam insists that 
the one God is beyond all and above everything. Now he 
is indeed, but this can be stressed in ways that distort the 
reality. Pope Benedict XVI once made the passing remark 
- made with genuine respect - that the Islamic account of 
God’s transcendence can seem to have God so 
transcending even rationality as to disregard and contradict 
it in practice. Classic Calvinism stressed the sovereignty of 
God, which is an aspect of his transcendence, but did so in 
certain ways which the Catholic Church would not allow. 
Whatever about these different accounts, there is no doubt 
that for very many people God is not only beyond but 
distant from their life. Now of course, the fact is that God 
is indeed a long way off in the sense that he utterly 
transcends the world in the nature of his being and in the 
mystery of his plan. But this must be balanced by other 
aspects of the divine nature. Because he is the creator, he 
transcends all and at the same time he is immanent to all, 
so close as to be sustaining the slightest particle of reality 
by the touch, as it were, of his hand. 
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What God has actually revealed to us in Christ about 
his closeness to us is so breathtaking that we can fail to 
realize it. This lack of realization could be said to be the 
most serious and common failure of our everyday faith. 
We shall only realize it if we think about it persistently, 
advert to it often, and pray for the faith to accept what 
Christ has said about it. God is not only intimately near to 
us in virtue of his constant gift to us of our being, but he 
abides within us in his full triune reality if we are in his 
grace and friendship. What does our Lord say about this? 
“Whoever loves me will keep my word, and my Father will 
love him, and we will come to him and make our dwelling 
with him ” (John 14:23-29). The three divine Persons will 
dwell within us. If, for love of Jesus, we accept the truth of 
his word and keep it in our everyday life, observing his 
commandments for love of him, then both he and the 
Father will come to us and make their home within us. 
This they will do by the power of the Holy Spirit who 
comes to us at our baptism. Our heart will be like the 
heavens above in that it will be the abode of God the 
Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit. For what is 
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heaven if not where God dwells in all his glory, together 
with the angels and saints adoring and thanking him? 
Heaven is where God is. Our Lord assures us that he and 
the Father and the Holy Spirit will abide within the one 
who keeps his word. It will all depend on our being in the 
state of grace, which is to say in the friendship of Christ 
due to the grace of the Holy Spirit. In effect this means 
that the home which is our heart and soul is embraced by 
God the most holy Trinity himself and transformed into his 
own royal mansion. At our baptism he comes to abide. 
We can choose to reject God’s presence by deliberate 
mortal sin, or make it difficult and unwelcoming by 
unrepented venial sins. The great good news is that by 
accepting Jesus Christ as Lord we have the privilege of the 
indwelling of the Blessed Trinity in our hearts and souls. 
God is indescribably near to the Christian soul not just by 
reason of his constant creative activity, but as his living 
Guest. 

All this is made possible by the power and action of 
the Holy Spirit. The Father and the Son sent him at 
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Pentecost to bring the Church to birth and to sustain the 
Church in her mission to the world. It was the Holy Spirit, 
coming to the infant Church, who transformed the body of 
Christ’s disciples into a great temple of God the holy 
Trinity. At our baptism each of us become members of this 
Church and dwelling places of the holy Trinity. He it is 
who, in and through the Church his creation, brings the 
Blessed Trinity to mankind and to each of us who are 
disciples of Christ and members of his Church. He brings 
the Church to the four corners of the earth precisely in 
order to bring God the most holy Trinity to abide in the 
hearts of all men. Let us resolve to enliven our faith in this 
stunning mystery, which is that if we live according to 
Christ’s word, he and the Father and the Holy Spirit will 
constantly dwell within us to sanctify us. Let us not take 
this for granted, nor with a shrug of the shoulders live our 
lives as if it were not a reality. Let us not do this. 

Further reading : Catechism of the Catholic Church, 
no.731-732 (The Holy Spirit and the “Last” times) 

-- 
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Monday of the Sixth Week of Easter 


Entrance Antiphon Rom 6:9 Christ, having risen from the 
dead, dies now no more; death will no longer have 
dominion over him, alleluia. 

Collect Grant, O merciful God, that we may experience at 
all times the fruit produced by the paschal observances. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 16:11-15; Psalm 149:1 b-6a and 9b; 

John 15:26-16:4a 

Jesus said to his disciples, When the Counsellor 
comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the Spirit 
of truth who proceeds from the Father, he will testify about 
me. And you also must testify, for you have been with me 
from the beginning. All this I have told you so that you will 
not go astray. They will put you out of the synagogue; in 
fact, a time is coming when anyone who kills you will think 
he is offering a service to God. They will do such things 
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because they have not known the Father or me. I have told 
you this, so that when the time comes you will remember 
that I warned you. (John 15:26-16:4a) 

The divine Counsellor Christ promised a 
marvellous gift — the divine Counsellor. If we receive 
him, as we do at Baptism, and if we abide in his light and 
love, we shall not go astray. “Fie will testify about me,” 
our Lord says. “ They will put you out of the synagogue.” 
That is to say, our Lord promises suffering for those 
faithful to him. Consider Catherine Jarrige. Catherine was 
born on October 4, 1754 into a poor family of peasants in 
France. Fler parents and their seven children all lived 
together in a single household. She worked in the fields 
with her family and at the age of 19 was sent to work as a 
servant of a neighbour. At about this age she made her 
first Holy Communion, and in due course she became a 
third-order Dominican. She spent a great deal of time 
providing for the spiritual and material needs of the poor. 
Then during the French Revolution (begun in 1789) she 
was among the first to actively sustain the Catholic Faith 
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by helping the priests who refused to swear an oath to the 
Civil Constitution of the Clergy, which had been 
condemned by the Pope of the time. These were the “non- 
juring” priests — those who would “not swear” to the 
State. By November of 1791 the decree was out: they were 
to be arrested. Most were arrested and the majority of 
them were kept in prison ships where many died within a 
few months from the appalling conditions. The 
persecution of the Terror, thus begun, evolved into active 
“de-Christianization” by 1793. In October 1793, a law was 
passed sentencing non-juring priests to death, together with 
those who harboured them. Less than a month later, the 
Goddess Reason was installed on the high altar of Notre 
Dame Cathedral. It was in this climate that Catherine, a 
lace-maker and third-order Dominican, and known for her 
generosity to the poor, showed her colours. 

Catherine created a priest underground that slipped 
clergy in and out of her area successfully, that ensured 
priests were fed and safe, and that met the sacramental 
needs of faithful Catholics in her area. No baby went 
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unbaptized, no one died without Confession. She only lost 
one priest, whom she accompanied fearlessly to the 
guillotine. After his execution, Catherine took some of the 
martyr’s blood and then smeared it on the eyes of a blind 
child who was instantly healed. At which point, the 
executioner began to cry “I’m lost, I’m lost. I’ve killed a 
saint!” One of her exploits was the following. Catherine 
was guiding a priest, disguised as a revolutionary peasant, 
out of the area. To prevent discovery, Catherine had 
doused the disguised priest with wine and told him to walk 
as though he were drunk and let her do the talking. As they 
walked along, they encountered a revolutionary soldier. 
Thinking quickly, Catherine began to yell at her walking 
companion loudly as though she were scolding her 
husband. The soldier sympathized with Catherine’s 
‘husband’: “Citizen,” he consoled the disguised priest, “if I 
had a wife like that, I’d drown her in the nearest river.” 
The undercover priest is said to have agreed: “Citizen, so 
would I!” Catherine was instrumental in re-establishing 
the life of the Catholic community after the Revolution and 
lived to be 82. Once the great upheaval had passed, she 
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continued her charitable work and was instrumental in re¬ 
establishing the life of the Catholic Church, until her death, 
in 1836. As a young woman she loved to dance but gave it 
all up to serve the poor. A large crowd attended her 
funeral, and her popularity remained very great to modem 
time. Pope Pius XII declared her Venerable in 1953, and 
she was beatified on November 24, 1996 by Pope John 
Paul II. Catherine will be canonized a saint some day. 

Catherine Jarrige received into her soul the divine 
Counsellor at her baptism, and chose to be led by Him 
during the course of life amid numerous dangers. Christ 
speaks of some of those dangers in our Gospel today. Let 
us resolve to make this Counsellor our own during the days 
of life! How blessed we shall be if we do this! Christ 
says of the divine Counsellor, “the Spirit of truth who 
proceeds from the Father, he will testify about me. And 
you also must testify, for you have been with me from the 
beginning .” Catherine’s life was a life of testimony to 
Jesus. The divine Counsellor will help us also to do this. 

-- 
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Tuesday of the Sixth Week of Easter 


Entrance Antiphon Rev 19:7, 6 Let us rejoice and be glad 
and give glory to God, for the Lord our God the Almighty 
reigns, alleluia. 

Collect Grant, almighty and merciful God, that we may in 
truth receive a share in the Resurrection of Christ your Son. 
Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 16:22-34; Psalm 138:1-3, 7c-8; 

John 16:5-11 

Jesus said to his disciples: “Now I am going to the 
one who sent me, and not one of you asks me, ‘Where are 
you going? ’ But because I told you this, grief has filled 
your hearts. But I tell you the truth, it is better for you that 
I go. For if I do not go, the Advocate will not come to you. 
But if I go, I will send him to you. And when he comes he 
will convict the world in regard to sin and righteousness 
and condemnation: sin, because they do not believe in me; 
righteousness, because I am going to the Father and you 
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will no longer see me; condemnation, because the ruler of 
this world has been condemned. ” (John 16:5-11) 

The Holy Spirit The one who is fascinated with 
Christ and who loves him, longs to be with him. St Paul 
tells us in one of his Letters that he was torn between the 
desire to stay in this life to do more work for Christ and his 
desire to be gone in order to be with Christ. Well, why is it 
that Christ had to leave us? His own disciples were 
immensely downcast at the prospect. We too, who count 
ourselves as his disciples, might wish that he were still 
with us in all his visible and physical reality. Would it not 
have helped our faith? After all, he is the life of the 
Christian, and indeed the life of the world. How good it 
would be for us, we might think, were Jesus still with us in 
his visible reality! Would not people flock to him! But of 
course, inasmuch as he truly became man, his very 
Incarnation would seem to require his departure from this 
life — and of course, his mission was to die in atonement 
for the sin of the world. But in our Gospel passage today 
our Lord tells us a further reason for his leaving us. He 
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tells us that he had to go back to the Father in order that the 
Holy Spirit might come to us. Why was this so? Why was 
this departure of Christ necessary for the Holy Spirit to 
come? We are not told — mysteriously, it was part of the 
plan of God. For that matter, why was it “necessary” for 
our Lord to suffer and die in order to enter his glory? We 
are not told — it was part of the plan of God. Thus it was 
that the coming of the Spirit, the Advocate, to the Church 
required the departure of the Redeemer from our sight. 
Our Lord said that if he goes, he would send the Advocate 
to us. “7 tell you the truth, it is better for you that I go. For 
if I do not go, the Advocate will not come to you. But if I 
go, I will send him to you.” It is better that our Lord not be 
with us visibly, because with him having gone, the Holy 
Spirit would be active among us in all his effectiveness. 

Of course, Christ is very much with us still, but not in 
his visible and physical form. He is present as head of the 
Church he founded and sustains. He is present in multiple 
ways, especially in the Sacraments and in the proclamation 
of the word by the Church. Now, having gone to the 
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Father with his redemptive work completed, he is able, 
together with the Father, to pour out on us the Holy Spirit, 
our Defender. The divine Spirit gives to Christ and his 
Church extension in mission and effectiveness. He is the 
Finger of God by whom devils are cast out, the Sanctifier 
and Evangelizer by means of whom Christ and his body the 
Church prosecute the redemptive mission. It seems that, 
with Christ having died and risen from the dead, things 
would have been at something of a standstill till the 
Advocate had been sent. This sending could only occur 
when Christ returned to the Father. This is how it had to be 
— why we are not told. It was the saving plan of God, and 
the nations would not hear the Good News preached till the 
Advocate had come. The instant acceptance of Peter’s 
preaching by representatives of the nations was a 
manifestation of this (Acts 2: 5-41). Our Lord outlines 
some aspects of the Spirit’s mission: “ And when he comes 
he will convict the world in regard to sin and righteousness 
and condemnation: sin, because they do not believe in me; 
righteousness, because I am going to the Father and you 
will no longer see me; condemnation, because the ruler of 
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this world has been condemned ” (John 16:5-11). It is a 
cryptic and summary description, and perhaps our Lord 
spoke more on the matter at the Last Supper than is 
contained in the few precious phrases reported for us by 
John. But what is abundantly clear is the pivotal and all- 
important role of the Holy Spirit, now that the Lord Jesus is 
no longer before us in his visible form. 

Let us pray for a deep appreciation of the importance 
of God the Holy Spirit. He is the Lord and Giver of Life, 
equally to be adored and glorified as is the Father and the 
Son. The Holy Spirit completes and brings to conclusion 
Christ’s sanctifying mission. Let us resolve to become 
devoted to the Holy Spirit, our divine Friend and Defender. 
Let us ask him to sanctify us and make us fit instruments of 
Jesus the Son, our Lord, our Brother and our God. Come, 
Holy Spirit! Fill the hearts of your faithful and enkindle in 
them the desire of your love! 

-- 
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Wednesday of the Sixth Week of Easter 


Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 18 (17):50; 22 (21):23 I will 
praise you, Lord, among the nations; I will tell of your 
name to my kin, alleluia. 

Collect Grant, we pray, O Lord, that, as we celebrate in 
mystery the solemnities of your Son’s Resurrection, so, 
too, we may be worthy to rejoice at his coming with all the 
Saints. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 17:15, 22-18:1; Ps 148:1-2, 11-14; 

John 16:12-15 

Jesus said to his disciples: “I have much more to tell 
you, but you cannot bear it now. But when he comes, the 
Spirit of truth, he will guide you to all truth. He will not 
speak on his own, but he will speak what he hears, and will 
declare to you the things that are coming. He will glorify 
me, because he will take from what is mine and declare it 
to you. Everything that the Father has is mine; for this 
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reason I told you that he will take from what is mine and 
declare it to you. ” (John 16:12-15) 

Our Guide There has been a great flowering of 
attention to the doctrine and fact of the Holy Spirit in 
recent years. I remember when I was a youth, a seminary 
teacher of Sacred Scripture mentioned the relative lack of 
interest in the Person of the Holy Spirit at that time. He 
said it was understandable because the Holy Spirit is 
somewhat hidden in the plan of God, and his Person is not 
readily seen as the object of our devotion. While there is a 
certain truth in this, let us think of the love and expectation 
with which our Lord speaks of the Holy Spirit. Here in our 
Gospel scene today, drawn from the Last Supper, our Lord 
looks with great expectation towards the coming of the 
Spirit of truth. It is as if our Lord feels somewhat 
constrained in the full prosecution and success of his work 
unless and until the Divine Spirit is sent and arrives. He 
tells his disciples that while he has much more to tell them, 
they are incapable at this point of receiving it. The work of 
guiding them to the fulness of the truth will be achieved by 
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the Spirit of truth. The Spirit, then, will be Christ’s great 
Partner when he is gone, and powerfully so. The revealed 
teaching of Christ and the sense of its meaning resided 
most especially in the minds and hearts of the Twelve to 
whom our Lord was now speaking. On the face of it, the 
results of Christ’s own efforts would have seemed rather 
confined. Consider, then, the speed and power of the Holy 
Spirit’s work when he came. He powerfully enlightened 
the Apostles as to what the Lord had told them, and he 
continued to do so. He aided the entire Church to 
understand, recall and accept the teaching of Christ as it 
came to them from the lips of the Apostles. He 
transformed the infant Church, brought her to birth and 
gave her understanding. He is the Spirit of truth, the truth 
that is in Jesus, and if the Christian wishes to know the 
truth that Jesus has revealed, he has a divine Guide. It is 
the Holy Spirit who takes what belongs to Jesus and 
declares it to us. 

All this is to say that the Person of the Holy Spirit is 
absolutely and utterly essential for the saving work of Jesus 
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to attain its goal in our lives. But let us notice a feature of 
the Spirit’s work and Person. In a sense everything now 
depends on him, but he, God as he is, and Lord and Giver 
of Life, keeps right out of the limelight. The Spirit of truth 
is all-powerful and effective in his work and is intensely 
engaged in his divine and saving activity, but he does not 
show his face. He is so, so, very humble. Christ our Lord 
spoke of himself as meek and humble of heart, and invited 
us to come to learn from him. But what was this meekness 
and humility of Christ but the work and manifestation of 
the Holy Spirit? The Holy Spirit is the life and spirit of 
Christ, and all that we see of Christ’s character is the fruit 
of the Spirit. St Paul exhorts us to put on the mind of 
Christ. The mind of Christ is the work of the Spirit, and 
the spirit of poverty and humility that distinguished the 
Person of Jesus is the manifestation of the Holy Spirit in 
him. What does our Lord say of the Holy Spirit in our 
brief passage today? “He will not speak on his own, but he 
will speak what he hears, and will declare to you the things 
that are coming. He will glorify me, because he will take 
from what is mine and declare it to you ” (John 16:12-15). 
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Our Lord seems to be speaking of the Holy Spirit as one 
might speak of a faithful and enterprising messenger, as if 
he were a kind of servant, one who simply hears and 
declares to others what he hears from the Master. The 
servant glorifies the Master and is his mouthpiece and 
messenger, all the while acting in this capacity with great 
energy and enterprise. It suggests a divine Person, equal to 
the Father and the Son, especially distinguished by great 
power, but also by a striking humility and self-effacement. 

Let us learn to love the Holy Spirit our guide and 
teacher. If Christ is meek and humble of heart while being 
God, so is the Holy Spirit. He looks to Christ and to the 
Father and receives from them what he declares to us. He 
it is who will guide us to the full truth, and in teaching and 
guiding us he will glorify the Son. Let us pray every day to 
the Holy Spirit that he will come and shape us according to 
the mind of Christ. 
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Thursday of the Sixth Week of Easter 


Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 68 (67): 8-9, 20 O God, when 
you went forth before your people, marching with them 
and living among them, the earth trembled, heavens poured 
down rain, alleluia. 

Collect O God, who made your people partakers in your 
redemption, grant, we pray, that we may perpetually render 
thanks for the Resurrection of the Lord. Who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 18:1-8; Psalm 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4; 

John 16:16-20 

Jesus said to his disciples: “A little while and you will 
no longer see me, and again a little while later and you 
will see me. ” So some of his disciples said to one another, 
“What does this mean that he is saying to us, ‘A little while 
and you will not see me, and again a little while and you 
will see me, ’ and ‘Because I am going to the Father’? ” So 
they said, “What is this ‘little while’ of which he speaks? 
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We do not know what he means. ” Jesus knew that they 
wanted to ask him, so he said to them, “Are you discussing 
with one another what I said, ‘A little while and you will 
not see me, and again a little while and you will see me ’? 
Amen, amen, I say to you, you will weep and mourn, while 
the world rejoices; you will grieve, but your grief will 
become joy. ” (John 16:16-20) 

Joy From a very precise point of view we could say 
that the purpose of life is to attain happiness and joy. If we 
see a person of manifest joy then we admire such a person 
and wonder what is his secret. We want to possess a 
similar joy. Of course, this statement can be misunderstood 
to mean that “happiness” without qualification constitutes 
the goal of life, and so anything we do which brings some 
form of happiness is thereby justified — simply because it 
makes us or others happy. Such an assumption as to the 
purpose of life spawns rampant relativism and 
utilitarianism. On the other hand, though, it is clear from 
Revelation that God wants us to preserve peace and joy in 
our hearts. He wants us to be very happy, and in this sense 
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it is the goal of life. Having said that, the immediate point 
to be determined and kept in mind is, what is it that brings 
the joy and happiness we are made for and which God 
wishes us to have. At the Last Supper our Lord told his 
disciples that he was bequeathing peace to them. But he 
immediately added that it was not the peace the world 
gives, but his own peace. The peace the world gives 
springs from a variety of sources such as material security, 
social standing, power and influence over others, the lack 
of a sense of sin, and so forth. The peace and joy of the 
genuine disciple of Christ is not of this kind for it is 
preserved and attained in the midst of the Cross. In our 
Gospel passage today we read that Jesus said to his 
disciples, “ Are you discussing with one another what I 
said, ‘A little while and you will not see me, and again a 
little while and you will see me ’? Amen, amen, I say to 
you, you will weep and mourn, while the world rejoices; 
you will grieve, but your grief will become joy ” (John 
16:16-20). Our Lord here speaks of joy. 
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What then is the source of the joy of the Christian, 
and the kind of joy which God wishes for man? Let us 
begin by asking this question: What is the source of the joy 
of God the Father and God the Son? The source of the 
Father’s joy is his possession of the Son, and the source of 
the Son’s joy is his possession of the Father. The Father’s 
joy is without limit, and this is because from all eternity he 
possesses in his bosom the Person of his only begotten 
Son. So too the Son’s joy is without limit. The union 
between the two bringing them such joy is itself personal - 
it is a Person, the Person of the Holy Spirit. So the Holy 
Spirit is the source of joy in the Godhead. Our Lord 
promised to give us a share in his own joy and this share 
came to us with the coming of the Holy Spirit — at 
Pentecost and then to each of us in our baptism and 
confirmation. With the Holy Spirit we have the means of 
attaining joy and retaining peace and joy throughout life 
amid all its vicissitudes. We see in the Church’s martyrs 
striking evidence of the joy of Christ in the midst of their 
sufferings and in the face of death itself. Their joy comes 
from the presence and possession of the Person of Christ. 
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Christ is the source of our joy, and the more profoundly 
united with him we are, the more profound will be our joy 
in life. Consider the Church’s saints, most especially Mary 
the mother of Christ, and how their lives were 
characterised with joy though constantly in the midst of the 
Cross. We refer to Mary as the Mother of Sorrows, yet she 
was full of joy. It was joy amid sorrow. This mirrored and 
shared in the joy of Christ, which is to say Christ crucified. 
For this reason our Lord tells his disciples that while he is 
away from them they will mourn, but a little while later 
they will see him again and that grief will turn to joy. 

Our Lord made it clear that being his disciple involves 
living a life of joy. He commands his disciples not to let 
their hearts be troubled or afraid, and on repeated occasions 
he tells them not to fear. This we can do because we have 
the secret to it. The secret lies in remaining close to Christ, 
remaining in his friendship, remaining in him with him in 
us, and never allowing anything to separate us from him. 
The only thing that can separate us is deliberate and 
unrepented sin. 
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Friday of the Sixth Week of Easter 


Entrance Antiphon Rev 5: 9-10 You have redeemed us, 
Lord, by your Blood from every tribe and tongue and 
people and nation, and have made us into a kingdom, 
priests for our God, alleluia. 

Collect O God, who restore us to eternal life in the 
Resurrection of Christ, raise us up, we pray, to the author 
of our salvation, who is seated at your right hand, so that, 
when our Saviour comes again in majesty, those you have 
given new birth in Baptism may be clothed with blessed 
immortality. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

In regions where the Solemnity of the Ascension is 
celebrated on the following Sunday: 

Collect Hear our prayers, O Lord, so that what was 
promised by the sanctifying power of your Word may 
everywhere be accomplished through the working of the 
Gospel and that all your adopted children may attain what 
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the testimony of truth has foretold. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 18:9-18; Psalm 47:2-7; 

John 16:20-23 

Jesus said to his disciples: “Amen, amen, I say to you, 
you will weep and mourn, while the world rejoices; you 
will grieve, but your grief will become joy. When a woman 
is in labour, she is in anguish because her hour has 
arrived; but when she has given birth to a child, she no 
longer remembers the pain because of her joy that a child 
has been born into the world. So you also are now in 
anguish. But I will see you again, and your hearts will 
rejoice, and no one will take your joy away from you. On 
that day you will not question me about anything. Amen, 
amen, I say to you, whatever you ask the Father in my 
name he will give you. ” (John 16:20-23) 

Joy and trust In any human life there are joys 
and sorrows, achievements and disappointments, happiness 
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and heartbreak. For the disciple of Christ it is the same, 
with this decisive difference that the central element in 
whatever happens is the presence of the Person of Christ. 
Whatever happens, Christ is there. Our Lord in our Gospel 
reading today speaks to his disciples about their weeping 
and mourning “while the world rejoices ”. They will grieve. 
But he promises that their “grief will become joy.” Our 
Lord is telling us that this is the pattern of God’s 
providence. Fie brings joy to those who grieve. This 
statement provides us with a key to what the disciple of 
Christ can expect of the pattern at work in life if he truly 
places his faith in the Person of Jesus. All sorts of things 
can happen that bring us grief and difficulty, things that at 
times are far beyond the control of any one person. We 
cannot avoid the problem of evil and suffering, so much of 
which seems unfair and meaningless. It won’t go away, it 
comes without just cause, and it seems often to serve no 
purpose. A fatal disease strikes the mother of several 
children. A father of a large family unfairly loses his job. 
A tidal wave sweeps away numerous people. A terrorist 
attack kills numbers of innocent civilians. There has been 
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and there is an incalculable degree of grief in the world. Is 
there any ultimate basis for optimism in such a vulnerable 
and flawed world as ours? There is, and it finds its source 
in the person and presence of Christ to whom has been 
given all authority in heaven and on earth. He promises, 
mysteriously, that our grief will become joy. But we must 
trust him and follow him whithersoever he leads. 
Ultimately, of course, the joy Christ promises will be 
attained in heaven but this pattern of joy following grief is 
characteristic God’s work, and so we shall find many 
marks of this in the course of our life this side of the grave. 
St Paul tells us that all things come together for the good of 
those who love God. 

Ultimately our joy will find its crowning fulfilment 
and permanent basis in being with Christ forever, face to 
face. Our Lord tells his disciples that “ when a woman is in 
labour, she is in anguish because her hour has arrived; but 
when she has given birth to a child, she no longer 
remembers the pain because of her joy that a child has 
been born into the world. So you also are now in anguish. 
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But I will see you again, and your hearts will rejoice, and 
no one will take your joy away from you’'' (John 16:20-23). 
Our Lord here is referring in the first instance to his 
resurrection when he will return to them from the dead. His 
disciples will see him, and they will know that he will be 
with them forever. Because of this their joy will be 
permanent and unshakeable, whatever might come. They 
will live and die for Christ, knowing that he is with them 
now and forever. So, too, with every generation of 
Christians. We do not “see” Christ physically but we know 
that he is with us forever even here on earth. No sorrow 
can separate us from him. Thomas, refusing to believe that 
Jesus had risen from the dead, demanded to see and touch 
the wounds of Christ. A week later Christ appeared and 
showed him his wounds, and said to Thomas, “Ton believe 
because you have seen me. Blessed are those who have not 
see and yet believe .” The Christian has not seen and yet he 
believes. This is the source of his joy in life, and he knows 
that when he sees Christ face to face in heaven his joy will 
be utterly perfect and nothing will be able to take away that 
joy. This very expectation, this optimistic view of his 
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ultimate future will itself bring joy to his life. The dark 
and hopeless fear of suffering and especially death has 
gone for the Christian, because he knows that his grief will 
turn to joy. Joy is the ultimate end of life and existence. 
The world can look forward to joy because the world is in 
the hands of Christ and Christ is the image and revelation 
of the Father. God is Love, and Love brings joy. 

Let us live life with a basic confidence, a confidence 
not based primarily on our own capacities or in a certain 
view of the world, but on the Person of Jesus and his 
lordship of life and the world, fie promises that our grief 
will turn to joy. So in this life and in the next joy is our 
characteristic state. We have been made for joy, and 
because of Christ we can be confident that it will be ours. 

-- 
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Saturday of the Sixth Week of Easter 


Entrance Antiphon Cf. 1 Pt 2:9 O chosen people, 
proclaim the mighty works of him who called you out of 
darkness into his wonderful light, alleluia. 

Collect O God, whose Son, at his Ascension to the 
heavens, was pleased to promise the Holy Spirit to the 
Apostles, grant, we pray, that, just as they received 
manifold gifts of heavenly teaching, so on us, too, you may 
bestow spiritual gifts. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your 
Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

In regions where the Solemnity of the Ascension is 
celebrated on the following Sunday: 

Collect Constantly shape our minds, we pray, O Lord, by 
the practice of good works, that, trying always for what is 
better, we may strive to hold ever fast to the Paschal 
Mystery. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 
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Scripture today : Acts 18:23-28; Psalm 47:2-3, 8-9, 10; 

John 16:23b-28 

Jesus said to his disciples: “Amen, amen, I say to you, 
whatever you ask the Father in my name he will give you. 
Until now you have not asked anything in my name; ask 
and you will receive, so that your joy may be complete. “I 
have told you this in figures of speech. The hour is coming 
when I will no longer speak to you in figures but I will tell 
you clearly about the Father. On that day you will ask in 
my name, and I do not tell you that I will ask the Father for 
you. For the Father himself loves you, because you have 
loved me. (John 16:23b-28) 

Prayer of petition One of the gravest issues in 
religion is the effectiveness and usefulness of prayer. 
Across the ages and cultures of human history man has 
prayed. His religions are the manifestations of his 
propensity to pray and his habit of prayer. The question is, 
what is the use of it? I remember years ago when I was 
serving as a priest in South America, I visited a parish in 
Ecuador and I met there a deacon who, it was said to me, 
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was one of the leading poets of the country. He showed 
me a small book of his poetry and it was entitled “The 
Silence of God.” The theme running through the poems of 
that volume was the silence of God in the face of our 
prayer. It expressed a common experience, but the 
testimony of human history is that it is the most natural 
thing in the world to pray, and in particular to ask God (or 
the gods) for favours that are beyond our reach. It has 
often been said that rather than defining man as a rational 
animal, when we look at human history we could define 
him — or at least describe him — as a religious animal. 
Let us put it a different way by saying he is a praying 
animal. Of course this is not the general picture in our 
modern western secular culture which have spread to so 
many parts of the world. So many people at this point of 
time are instinctively sceptical about prayer because they 
are instinctively sceptical about God and the supernatural. 
It is only what one can see, feel, touch, hear and taste that 
is deemed to be sure and real. But what is Christ’s 
teaching about prayer? He tells us we should be full of 
confidence about the efficacy of praying to God our Father 
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for what we need. He adds a further point that will give to 
the prayer of the Christian a special power, that we pray to 
the Father in his name. “Amen, amen, I say to you, 
whatever you ask the Father in my name he will give you. 
Until now you have not asked anything in my name; ask 
and you will receive, so that your joy may be complete ” 
(John 16:23b-28). 

This point, that we pray to our heavenly Father in the 
name of Jesus, is yet another very distinctive feature of the 
Person and teaching of Jesus Christ. Consider the sweep of 
the Scriptures both Old and New Testaments, and ask if 
there is anyone else who is presented as being one in whose 
name we ought pray to the Lord and Father of heaven and 
earth. Is the reader of Holy Scripture asked to pray to the 
Father in the name of Abraham, of Moses or of any of the 
prophets - which is to say, through them? Are we asked to 
pray in the name of any of the Apostles? No. But we are 
all asked by Jesus to pray to our heavenly Father in his 
name. He, indeed, is the only way to the Father. He is the 
Way, the Truth and the Life. He tells us that if we pray in 
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his name we shall receive and our joy will be complete. Of 
course, this promise must be placed in the context of the 
rest of our Lord’s teaching about prayer, such as 
submission to the will of our Father. But the point I make 
here is that by praying in Christ’s name and in him, our 
prayer achieves in the sight of God a very great 
effectiveness. What is the use of prayer? In this 
circumstance — the circumstance of praying in the name 
of Jesus and in union with him — the value of prayer is 
immensely great. Moreover, let us remember that all the 
angels and saints, and most of all Mary the Mother of God 
and our Mother in Christ, are in Jesus and pray in his name. 
If we appeal to her and their intercession as well, their 
praying to the Father in the name of Jesus will add even 
more to the effectiveness of our prayer. Jesus is our divine 
Intercessor, our High Priest. He is seated at the right hand 
of the Father, continually interceding on our behalf as High 
Priest of all God’s children. He makes himself present in 
this capacity at the Eucharistic Sacrifice, and it is 
especially in this Eucharistic act that we are able to unite 
ourselves to him and pray to the Father in his name. The 
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Christian then, the one who is in Christ, is empowered to 
pray for himself and others with great effectiveness. 

Saint Alphonsus Liguori writes in one of his many 
books that the most important prayer is the prayer of 
petition, and that God wants to give us very many gifts and 
that for many of them he awaits our asking. We don’t ask 
because we do not have much faith, and so we do not 
receive nearly as much as we could. Let us then fill up our 
lives with a constant stream of humble and heartfelt 
petitions to God our Father, offered to him in the name of 
Jesus our High Priest. In this way we can serve man and 
the world. 
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THE ASCENSION OF THE LORD 


At the Vigil Mass 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 68 (67):33, 35 You kingdoms of 
the earth, sing to God; praise the Lord, who ascends above 
the highest heavens; his majesty and might are in the skies, 
alleluia. 

Collect O God, whose Son today ascended to the heavens 
as the Apostles looked on, grant, we pray, that, in 
accordance with his promise, we may be worthy for him to 
live with us always on earth, and we with him in heaven. 
Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

At the Mass during the Day 

Entrance Antiphon Acts 1:11 Men of Galilee, why gaze 
in wonder at the heavens? This Jesus whom you saw 
ascending into heaven will return as you saw him go, 
alleluia. 
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Collect Gladden us with holy joys, almighty God, and 
make us rejoice with devout thanksgiving, for the 
Ascension of Christ your Son is our exaltation, and, where 
the Head has gone before in glory, the Body is called to 
follow in hope. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Or: 

Grant, we pray, almighty God, that we, who believe that 
your Only Begotten Son, our Redeemer, ascended this day 
to the heavens, may in spirit dwell already in heavenly 
realms. Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 1:1-11; Psalm 47:2-3, 6-7, 8-9; 
Ephesians 1:17-23 or Hebrews 9:24-28; 10:19-23; 
Luke 24:46-53 

Jesus said to his disciples: “Thus it is written that the 
Christ would suffer and rise from the dead on the third day 
and that repentance, for the forgiveness of sins, would be 


- 880 - 



preached in his name to all the nations, beginning from 
Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things. And behold 
I am sending the promise of my Father upon you; but stay 
in the city until you are clothed with power from on high. ” 
Then he led them out as far as Bethany, raised his hands, 
and blessed them. As he blessed them he parted from them 
and was taken up to heaven. They did him homage and 
then returned to Jerusalem with great joy, and they were 
continually in the temple praising God. (Luke 24:46-53) 

Jesus is Lord As man looks out on the world he 
sees many nations, many cultures, many religions, many 
sources of authority of all kinds. Nations, classes of 
people, and elements in nature compete and clash. It is not 
surprising that, outside Revealed Religion, and those 
religions (such as Islam) that have been influenced by 
historical Revelation, belief in and worship of many gods 
has been the norm. Polytheism reflects the fundamental 
pluralism of elements, forces and influences in the visible 
universe. The facts of human experience and the evident 
nature of the world do not seem to favour a popular 
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acceptance in religion of a philosophical monism. Visible 
reality is not to be readily reduced to a unity, to one, to a 
single active principle — which monism has actually been 
the tendency of some currents of philosophy in the past. I 
remember reading of a famous debate at the University of 
Sydney between Father Paddy Ryan and Professor 
Anderson (of Sydney University) that occurred in 1936. In 
that debate Father Ryan declared that the tendency of 
modern philosophy of that time was monist, which was the 
tendency to reduce everything to one element or principle. 
Some seventy or more years earlier in England Newman 
was writing in his Philosophical Notebook his criticism of 
German philosophy that it tended to reduce everything in 
the world to one principle. He would have nothing of it — 
basically he was saying that it was an unreal simplification. 
Yes, indeed. The world is a vast array of variation and 
number. Indeed, so much is this so that it prompts another 
danger. The danger is that one can slip into the opposite 
extreme of thinking that there is no real meaning in things. 
And so there have been philosophies that lay it down that 
all is a constant flux, that life is basically a jumble, that 
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there is no objective sense in things, that there is no key to 
life. In these systems the opposite mistake is made of 
thinking that fundamentally there is no objective meaning 
to life and the world. 

But now, there is. Life and the world can all be 
related to a single source which transcends it and yet which 
is unimaginably imminent to it. I refer to the almighty and 
infinite Creator God. There is one God who is the creator, 
the Father and the ruler of all things both visible and 
invisible. But there is more. There is one man who was 
and is part of our world and who is the one king and lord of 
the universe. Fie, Jesus Christ the only begotten Son of 
God, risen from the dead, holds in his hand all authority in 
heaven and on earth. He is the King of kings and the Lord 
of lords, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
This one Person we can and must constantly look to and 
while the world cannot be reduced to him, all things are to 
be viewed in relation to him and are responsible to him. 
Today we celebrate the feast of the Ascension into heaven 
of our Lord Jesus Christ. We think of him having 
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completed his work on earth, of having expiated for the sin 
of man, of having rendered perfect obedience to God his 
Father on behalf of us, of having established and launched 
God’s Kingdom present in his Church, and of now 
returning to his Father by whom he had been sent. He, our 
Brother and our Redeemer, returns to the glory that was his 
before the world began. He takes his seat at the right hand 
of the Father. That is to say, he ascends to occupy the 
highest place of all, next to his heavenly Father, at a level 
equal to his. It is like the newly crowned king who ascends 
the steps before all who are present, reaches the top and 
takes his seat on the throne. From that position he is seen 
to be King and Lord. That is what was happening when 
our Lord ascended into heaven as described in our Gospel 
account today: “ Then he led them out as far as Bethany, 
raised his hands, and blessed them. As he blessed them he 
parted from them and was taken up to heaven. They did 
him homage and then returned to Jerusalem with great joy, 
and they were continually in the temple praising God ” 
(Luke 24:46-53). Yes, they did him homage as the One 
who is supreme, and were continually praising God. 
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Today we think of Christ as universal King and Lord. 
We must get into the way of looking on Jesus Christ as the 
unifying element in everything in the sense that all that 
exists finds its meaning in him. He is the life and the light 
of the world. All are called to be loving and faithful 
subjects of him in his kingdom. This is done in and 
through the Church he founded and of which he is the head 
and bridegroom. Jesus Christ is Lord , and he who by his 
Ascension now transcends and is above all, is through his 
Church utterly close to all and will be with us to the end. 
Then of his kingdom there will be no end. So today let us 
repeat constantly, Jesus Christ is Lord. 

Further reading : Catechism of the Catholic Church , no. 
668-679 (He will come in glory to judge the living and the 
dead) 
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Seventh Sunday of Easter 


Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 27 (26):7-9 O Lord, hear my 
voice, for I have called to you; of you my heart has spoken: 
Seek his face; hide not your face from me, alleluia. 

Collect Graciously hear our supplications, O Lord, so that 
we, who believe that the Saviour of the human race is with 
you in your glory, may experience, as he promised, until 
the end of the world, his abiding presence among us. Who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 7: 55-60; Psalm 96; Apocalypse 
22:12-14.16-17.20; John 17:20-26 

And not for them only do I pray, but for them also who 
through their word shall believe in me. That they all may 
be one, as you, Father, in me, and I in you; that they also 
may be one in us: that the world may believe that you have 
sent me. And the glory which you have given me, I have 
given to them: that, they may be one, as we also are one. I 
in them, and you in me: that they may be made perfect in 
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one: and the world may know that you have sent me and 
have loved them, as you have also loved me. Father, I will 
that where I am, they also whom you have given me may be 
with me: that they may see my glory which you have given 
me, because you have loved me before the creation of the 
world. Just Father, the world has not known you: but I 
have known you. And these have known that you have sent 
me. And I have made known your name to them and will 
make it known: that the love wherewith you have loved me 
may be in them, and I in them. (John 17:20-26) 

Christ’s mission In our Gospel passage today, 
Christ prays to his heavenly Father for those “who through 
their word ” — the word of the Church as proclaimed by 
the Apostles — “shall believe in me.” There have been so 
many who have striven to make this a reality among men, 
bearing witness to the spirit which ought animate the entire 
Church in her mission to make disciples of all the nations. 
Consider one such example, that of Bishop Edward 
Fenwick (in North America), a Dominican missionary who 
became Ohio’s first Catholic bishop. His saddle became 
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his abode of daily prayer. There he sat, praying his 
breviary as he rode miles and miles to find Catholics 
needing the Sacraments. He was born far from this scene, 
on a Maryland plantation on August 19, 1768, twenty years 
before the French Revolution and the subsequent rise of 
Napoleon (Napoleon was a year younger than he). His 
family, the Fenwicks, had been in Maryland since the 
seventeenth century. At sixteen, the boy left home to study 
at a Dominican school in Belgium and in 1788 joined the 
Dominicans. Five years later, he was ordained in Belgium, 
and was assigned to teaching at his alma mater. The 
French Revolution, by now in full swing, forced the 
college to relocate to England. For the next decade, Father 
Fenwick taught at their school outside of London. In 1804, 
he got permission to begin a house in Kentucky, North 
America, where many Maryland Catholics had emigrated 
since the 1780s. There were about eight thousand 
Catholics there, with few priests to serve them. Fenwick 
often rode between fifty and three hundred miles visiting 
the sick and administering the sacraments. “We are 
everywhere he wrote, ‘followed and pestered for 
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confession. Many have not been for three, four, eight, and 
twelve years.” 

In 1806, Fenwick purchased a 500-acre plantation 
near Springfield, Kentucky. He named it after St. Rose of 
Lima (1586-1617), the first native of the Americas to be 
canonized. Within a few years, the property housed a 
church, a religious house, and the College of St. Thomas 
Aquinas. The school was among the first in the area, and 
the future Confederate, President Jefferson Davis, was 
among its earliest students. In 1808, Fenwick turned his 
eyes toward Ohio, where many Catholics had moved. He 
rode there “in search of stray sheep,” wherever there were 
Catholics or rumours of Catholics. As his biographer 
notes, it could be dangerous. Sometimes he got lost and 
had to “ spend the night in the backwoods . . . still infested 
with wolves and other beasts of prey.” On one occasion, 
he baptized an entire settlement. He wrote: “A short time 
ago, a colony of thirteen families, having by chance found 
a Catholic book, conceived the desire of embracing our 
holy religion; and, although I was three hundred miles 
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away, they wrote me a letter, in which they made their 
desire known to me. I made my way to this colony, which I 
had the good fortune to find, instructed them in all those 
things that are necessary to be known, and had the 
consolation of baptizing them.” In time, he brought order 
to Catholic life in Ohio, a rapidly growing state. In 1821, 
Fenwick was named Bishop of Cincinnati, a diocese 
covering all Ohio (and the adjoining regions). Over the 
next decade, Bishop Fenwick erected a cathedral, brought 
women religious to Ohio, and recruited more priests. In 
1829, he founded a seminary, and two years later he 
established The Catholic Telegraph, a newspaper still 
running today. He continued to travel throughout his 
diocese, and in 1832 he caught cholera during a trip to 
northern Ohio. He died on September 26, 1832. 

By the time of Fenwick’s death, Ohio had 22 churches 
and 24 priests. When he first arrived there had been none. 
He was a man after Christ’s heart, who, in our Gospel 
today (John 17:20-26), prayed for those “w/ie> through their 
word shall believe in me.” Our Gospel passage manifests 
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Christ’s ardent desire “ that the world may believe that you 
sent me.” He prays that “they all may be one, as you, 
Father, in me, and I in you, that they also may be one in us 
that the world may believe that you have sent me.” It is a 
prayer for the growth and flourishing of his Church. That 
Church bears within it the Person of its divine Founder and 
all the heavenly blessings to be found in him and in faith in 
his word. As St Paul would write, this is the mystery: 
Christ in you, your hope of glory. Edward Fenwick gave 
himself over to Christ, and so should we. 

-- 
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Monday of the Seventh Week of Easter 


Entrance Antiphon Acts 1:8 You will receive the power 
of the Holy Spirit coming upon you, and you will be my 
witnesses, even to the ends of the earth, alleluia. 

Collect May the power of the Holy Spirit come to us, we 
pray, O Lord, that we may keep your will faithfully in 
mind and express it in a devout way of life. Through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 19:1-8; Psalm 68:2-3ab, 4-7ab; 

John 16:29-33 

The disciples said to Jesus, “Now you are talking 
plainly, and not in any figure of speech. Now we realize 
that you know everything and that you do not need to have 
anyone question you. Because of this we believe that you 
came from God. ” Jesus answered them, “Do you believe 
now? Behold, the hour is coming and has arrived when 
each of you will be scattered to his own home and you will 
leave me alone. But I am not alone, because the Father is 
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with me. I have told you this so that you might have peace 
in me. In the world you will have trouble, but take 
courage, I have conquered the world. ” (John 16:29-33) 

Courage It has often been said by theist 

philosophers that the simplest and most effective argument 
for the existence of God is the argument from “design”. 
This argument from design is understood by some as an 
argument from the order that is manifest in the world and 
by others from the purpose that appears to be at work 
everywhere. There is an order in things — from the level 
of the atom to that of galaxies. Things are not, at their root, 
a chaotic jumble. Alternatively, purpose is the issue in the 
argument — things seem to have an inherent end or goal in 
their structure and activity. Whatever about the form of 
this demonstration, many have disputed its cogency. 
Cardinal Newman maintained that for it to have force, 
there is required a prior sense of God and a disposition to 
notice his hand in the “design” of creation. I tend to think 
that Newman is correct. There is plenty of disorder and 
trouble in the world to enable the one who is predisposed 
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not to believe in God to find justification in the harsh facts 
of visible creation. Where is the order and/or purpose in 
the massive earthquake, or the terrible tsunami, or the 
ravages of an AIDS epidemic? I do not say, of course, that 
this invalidates the argument from “design” — meaning 
especially the “order” — in things (the Fifth Way of 
Aquinas). But now, let that consideration serve to 
introduce the thought of the trouble, the suffering, the evil, 
the disharmony that is virulently at work in our world, this 
world that is our much-loved and precious home. We love 
our world, but it requires a great and constant taming. It is 
a place of trouble, and the book of Job in the Old 
Testament gives plenty of presentation of this fact. The 
world in which we find ourselves sweeps so many off its 
scene, and for those not thus swept away, it is often 
menacing. It can provoke man to fear, and requires that he 
take courage. Well, what should be the basis of our 
courage in the face of a welcoming, though difficult, and 
(seemingly) by no means perfectly ordered, world? 
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The basis of courage in the face of life and what it 
brings is the Person of Christ. Our Lord guaranteed to his 
disciples that they would have trouble in the world. Of 
course, our Lord was in the first instance talking of the 
“world” as that vast element in life that opposes the 
Kingdom of God and Christ. The “world” in this sense has 
its prince, and this prince has his kingdom and household. 
He is the master of “the world” in this sense. This “world” 
of all that opposes Christ will give plenty of trouble to the 
genuine disciple of Christ, and our Lord says “ behold, the 
hour is coming and has arrived when each of you will be 
scattered to his own home and you will leave me alone. 
But I am not alone, because the Father is with me. I have 
told you this so that you might have peace in me. In the 
world you will have trouble, but take courage, I have 
conquered the world ” (John 16:29-33). The Christian is to 
take courage in the face of any difficulty arising because of 
his adherence to Jesus, for Jesus has overcome the world. 
He has done this by his death, resurrection and ascension to 
the right hand of the Father, and by his sending of the Holy 
Spirit to the Church. Christ is the victor and has gained the 
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victory over all, such that he is now the Lord of lords and 
the King of kings, holding in his hand all authority in 
heaven and on earth. We do not see him, but he is seated 
on the throne. There is a mighty and supreme King and he 
is on our side. He has won the victory, and for this reason 
St John says in his Letter that this is the victory over the 
world, our faith in Jesus. Our undying trust in him will 
give us the victory for he has gained the victory. In the 
face of any trouble arising from the world, trouble coming 
either from our adherence to Jesus as his disciples or 
trouble coming from the fallen and hostile character of the 
world which is our home, we must trust in Jesus. He is our 
rock and our deliverer. 

Every newborn babe will have trouble in the world. 
The child’s course in life will be marked by trouble, 
together with many joys. What is the source of our 
courage in the face of the world? It is Jesus, who is 
God-with-us, Emmanuel. He has overcome the world and 
he means to give us a share in his victory. This will come 
through persevering, prudent and consistent faith in him. 
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On this basis we have every reason to have courage, 
despite the opposition and apparent lack of “order” and 
“purpose”. 
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Tuesday of the Seventh Week of Easter 


Entrance Antiphon Rev 1:17-18 I am the first and the last, 
I was dead and am now alive. Behold, I am alive for ever 
and ever, alleluia. 

Collect Grant, we pray, almighty and merciful God, that 
the Holy Spirit, coming near and dwelling graciously 
within us, may make of us a perfect temple of his glory. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 20:17-27; Psalm 68:10-11, 20-21; 

John 17:1-1 la 

Jesus raised his eyes to heaven and said, “Father, the 
hour has come. Give glory to your son, so that your son 
may glorify you, just as you gave him authority over all 
people, so that your son may give eternal life to all you 
gave him. Now this is eternal life, that they should know 
you, the only true God, and the one whom you sent, Jesus 
Christ. I glorified you on earth by accomplishing the work 
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that you gave me to do. Now glorify me, Father, with you, 
with the glory that I had with you before the world began. 
I revealed your name to those whom you gave me out of the 
world. They belonged to you, and you gave them to me, 
and they have kept your word. Now they know that 
everything you gave me is from you, because the words you 
gave to me I have given to them, and they accepted them 
and truly understood that I came from you, and they have 
believed that you sent me. I pray for them. I do not pray 
for the world but for the ones you have given me, because 
they are yours, and everything of mine is yours and 
everything of yours is mine, and I have been glorified in 
them. And now I will no longer be in the world, but they 
are in the world, while I am coming to you” (John 17:1- 
11a). 


Glory As man looks out on the heavens knowing 
that the universe is unimaginably vast, that there are stars 
and galaxies far beyond his sight, what question rises in his 
mind? For secular man, the man of modern Western 
culture and those cultures influenced by it, the beauty and 
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immensity of the universe takes his breath away and draws 
him to a scientific plumbing of its secrets. The man of 
religious instinct and conviction also turns his mind to the 
further question, the meaning of it all. He knows that there 
is a God and the mind-boggling size and richness of the 
universe directs his gaze to the great Creator of everything. 
There is a meaning and purpose in creation and in life, but 
what is it? We see a hammer, and we know its meaning 
and purpose. We see a car, and we know its purpose. We 
see a home and we know its purpose. We see a ship and 
we know its purpose. We see a telephone and we know its 
purpose. What of the world and the entire universe? What 
is the purpose of all things, seen and unseen? Let us 
broaden the question to include mankind and the 
redemption of mankind. Is there an ultimate purpose in all 
that God has done and which we can discover and then 
serve? There is, and it is the glory of God. That is the 
purpose of the universe. In our Gospel passage today our 
Lord refers to the giving of glory — giving glory to his 
Father, and glory being given to himself. “ Jesus raised his 
eyes to heaven and said, ‘ Father, the hour has come. Give 
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glory to your son, so that your son may glorify you, just as 
you gave him authority over all people, so that your son 
may give eternal life to all you gave him Then, a little 
further on, Christ prays, “/ glorified you on earth by 
accomplishing the work that you gave me to do. Now 
glorify me, Father, with you, with the glory that I had with 
you before the world began.” (John 17:1-1 la) 

The struggle going on in the heart of man is whether 
to give glory to God or to give glory to that which is not 
God. In a sense this is the meaning of human history. 
When we consider the rise and fall of empires, the conflicts 
between man and man, the struggle between good and evil 
in its various forms, ultimately the issue is whether God is 
to receive the glory or not. We give glory to God by doing 
his will and accomplishing the work he gives us to do, and 
our glory consists in and flows from precisely this. It is the 
glory of man that he freely chooses to do the will of God 
and accomplish his work, and it is this which will be his 
glory forever in heaven. The angels and the saints in 
heaven are in glory, and their glory has come from doing 
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the will of God. In this we have Christ as our supreme 
exemplar, and in our Gospel passage he says, “/ glorified 
you on earth by accomplishing the work that you gave me 
to do. Now glorify me, Father, with you, with the glory 
that I had with you before the world began. I revealed 
your name to those whom you gave me out of the world. 
They belonged to you, and you gave them to me, and they 
have kept your word ” (John 17:1-1 la). The saint is the 
person who devotes his whole being to the glory of God, 
and he does so by loving God with all his heart and doing 
his will. Our Lord said on one occasion that it is not those 
who say to me, Lord! Lord! who will enter the Kingdom of 
heaven, but those who do the will of my Father in heaven. 
If in this way we fill up our lives by giving glory to God, 
not only shall we be following in the footsteps of Jesus the 
Master, but we shall be contributing to the fulfilment of the 
purpose of mankind and the entire creation. Our life will 
have been spent in service of the highest possible purpose, 
however hidden and unnoticed we and our course may 
have been in the sight of men. 
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Saint Ignatius Loyola coined a famous phrase that we 
would do well to make our own: Ad maioram Dei gloriam! 
For the greater glory of God! Everything we choose to do, 
he urged, ought be done for the greater glory of God. Let 
us often pray the prayer which we say at the end of every 
decade of the Rosary: Glory be to the Father and to the 
Son and to the Holy Spirit! As it was in the beginning, is 
now, and every shall be, world without end. 

-- 
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Wednesday of the Seventh Week of Easter 


Entrance Antiphon Ps 47 (46):2 All peoples, clap your 
hands. Cry to God with shouts of joy, alleluia. 

Collect Graciously grant to your Church, O merciful God, 
that, gathered by the Holy Spirit, she may be devoted to 
you with all her heart and united in purity of intent. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 20:28-38; Psalm 68:29-30, 33-36; 

John 17:1 lb-19 

Lifting up his eyes to heaven, Jesus prayed, saying: 
“Holy Father, keep them in your name that you have given 
me, so that they may be one just as we are one. When I 
was with them I protected them in your name that you gave 
me, and I guarded them, and none of them was lost except 
the son of destruction, in order that the Scripture might be 
fulfilled. But now I am coming to you. I speak this in the 
world so that they may share my joy completely. I gave 


- 904 - 



them your word, and the world hated them, because they 
do not belong to the world any more than I belong to the 
world. I do not ask that you take them out of the world but 
that you keep them from the Evil One. They do not belong 
to the world any more than I belong to the world. 
Consecrate them in the truth. Your word is truth. As you 
sent me into the world, so I sent them into the world. And I 
consecrate myself for them, so that they also may be 
consecrated in truth. ” (John 17:lib-19) 

The world Generally speaking, man loves life. He 
loves to live, and he longs to live on forever. Moreover, 
generally he loves the world which is his home. Time and 
again we meet people who have lived a long time in the 
one locality, and they love the place of their roots. The 
world! What has God to say of the world which is his 
creation? Because it is his creation, God loves the world. 
Its being has come forth from his hand, and he has given to 
it its structure and form. He sustains it in being. If it has 
evolved from incipient beginnings to its present state, that 
evolution has been his creation and his providence. It is 
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not hard to see why various cultures have referred to the 
earth and to the world as a Mother. It sustains and 
nourishes its inhabitants and provides them with the means 
whereby they may flourish. In the Gospel of St John we 
read that God loved the world, and that he so loved the 
world that he sent his only begotten Son into it. So our 
instinctive love for the world, which is our welcoming 
home, mirrors in its fashion and to a degree the love which 
God has for the world. But there is another side to the 
world, and it is menacing. Not only does the world require 
a hard process of mastering, but it is in so very many ways 
hostile and destructive. All this is evident, and because of 
this the religious man cries out for aid and protection from 
the Powers above. There are so many things in the world 
that can engulf him, and these very obvious elements, be 
they earthquakes, fire, flood, disease, strife between man 
and man, all reflect a deeper evil in the heart of man and 
the universe which works against man’s flourishing. There 
is so much to be protected from. A great deal is wrong 
with the world even though, with very good reason, we 
love it so. 
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In our Gospel passage today, what does our Lord say 
of the world? In ten lines of our passage our Lord 
mentions “the world” almost as many times. He has come 
into the world because of God’s great love for it and 
because of the world’s fallen condition, and here in our 
passage today he is praying for his disciples who are in the 
world. He prays that they will be kept in the name of the 
Father — which is to say kept in union with him. It is a 
prayer asking that they be guarded from all that threatens 
this union with the Father. The world “hated them”, but 
Christ has guarded and protected them. What is foremost 
in the mind of our Lord as he utters this prayer? He 
specifically states that he is not praying that his disciples be 
taken out of the world, and so it is not the world as such 
and essentially which is the great problem, but something 
present in it, something which has entered it, something 
which has taken hold of it and profoundly affected it, 
something which has made of “the world” a threat to man 
and the plan of God. It is “the Evil One”. “/ gave them 
your word, and the world hated them, because they do not 
belong to the world any more than I belong to the world. I 
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do not ask that you take them out of the world but that you 
keep them from the Evil One. They do not belong to the 
world any more than I belong to the world ” (John 
17:1 lb-19). Our Lord is referring to Satan and all who are 
in league with him be they visible or invisible. Elsewhere 
in this same Gospel he speaks of Satan as the prince of this 
world, and that he is “coming”. He is a murderer and a liar 
from the beginning. He has “no power” over our Lord, and 
our Lord has “overcome the world.” Elsewhere in this 
same Gospel of St John our Lord tells certain persons that 
they are Satan’s offspring. 

All of this means that there are two great Standards at 
war with one another, the Standard of Christ and the 
Standard of Satan. Christ is the stronger one, and he has 
come to guard, protect and save us from being lost. Let us 
take our stand with him and reject “the Evil One” who 
inhabits the world, leading it astray with his lies. Christ 
has conquered the world, so let us stand with him. 

-- 
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Thursday of the Seventh Week of Easter 

Entrance Antiphon Heb 4:16 With boldness let us 
approach the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy 
and find grace as a timely help, alleluia. 

Collect May your Spirit, O Lord, we pray, imbue us 
powerfully with spiritual gifts, that he may give us a mind 
pleasing to you and graciously conform us to your will. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 22:30; 23:6-11; Psalm 16:l-2a and 
5,7-11; John 17:20-26 

Jesus prayed, My prayer is not for them alone. I pray 
also for those who will believe in me through their 
message, that all of them may be one, Father, just as you 
are in me and I am in you. May they also be in us so that 
the world may believe that you have sent me. I have given 
them the glory that you gave me, that they may be one as 
we are one: I in them and you in me. May they be brought 
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to complete unity to let the world know that you sent me 
and have loved them even as you have loved me. Father, I 
want those you have given me to be with me where I am, 
and to see my glory, the glory you have given me because 
you loved me before the creation of the world. Righteous 
Father, though the world does not know you, I know you, 
and they know that you have sent me. I have made you 
known to them, and will continue to make you known in 
order that the love you have for me may be in them and 
that I myself may be in them. (John 17:20-26) 

That they may be one In our Gospel passage 
today, our Lord prays for those who will “believe in me 
through their message, that all of them may be one ” (John 
17:20-21). It is always good to dwell on specific persons 
who answer to our Lord’s great prayer. Let me mention, to 
take but one example, the case of James Kent Stone, the 
son of a distinguished Boston (USA) family of many 
Episcopalian and Presbyterian clerics. James Kent Stone 
entered Harvard University in 1855 at the age of sixteen 
and also studied at the University of Gottingen in Germany 
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before graduating from Harvard in 1861. After military 
service during the American Civil War, he received a 
Master of Arts and then a doctorate in theology from 
Harvard. Ordained a deacon and then priest in the 
Episcopal (Anglican) Church, he served as a professor of 
Latin at Kenyon College in Ohio, married Cornelia Fay in 
1863, and became the happy father of two daughters. His 
developing “High Church” views led to his resignation 
from Kenyon, whereupon he was offered the presidency of 
Hobart, which was High Church Anglican in ethos. In 
letters to his mother (September 26 and October 6 1869) he 
wrote of his coming conversion to the Church of Rome: “7 
became convinced that the Catholic Church in communion 
with the Successor of St. Peter was the true Church of our 
Blessed Saviour. It came upon me all of a sudden. One 
week I had not the slightest suspicion that I should ever 
become a Roman Catholic, and the next (I think the time 
was as short, or, at any rate, not much longer) I saw it as 
plain as day. I cannot explain it, and do not attempt to 
explain it but consider it simply as the work of divine 
grace. It was last December, when I was in Geneva and 
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when Cornelia was apparently getting a little better. I was 
not in any way under Catholic influence; the subject was 
not brought in any way to my direct notice. I can only call 
it God’s work.” Stone was received into the Catholic 
Church on December 8, 1869. 

He then completed a work of excellence in 
apologetics entitled, The Invitation Heeded: For a Return 
to Catholic Unity. This volume (1870) was an “Answer” 
to the Invitation of Pope Pius IX, issued in September 
1869, to all who were separated from communion with the 
See of Peter, to return. Stone’s book concludes with these 
words: “The primacy of the See of Peter is the most 
prominent fact in the history of Christianity. And it is a 
fact which is inseparably associated with a distinct 
prophecy. Moreover, the primacy is not only professedly 
grounded upon the prophecy in question, but is actually so 
grounded. I mean that the words of Christ [in the famous 
Petrine texts of Scripture] are so substantially the 
foundation of the papal power that the latter could never 
have existed without the former. No intelligent student will 
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think of denying this. Indeed, without looking into the past 
at all, it is perfectly plain that, if it were not for the divine 
sentences so often quoted, the pontifical claims would be 
wholly without sanction, and the papacy would fall to 
pieces in an hour ... Thou art a Rock; and upon this Rock I 
will build My Church; and the Gates of Hell shall not 
prevail against it. Stupendous prophecy! Where among 
all the words of God shall its mate be found?” The 
Invitation Heeded is one of the most significant apologias 
for the Catholic faith written by an American convert from 
Anglicanism, reminding one of the great John Henry 
Newman, whose Apologia had been published some years 
before. James Kent Stone eventually arranged for the care 
and education of his daughters as he became a Paulist 
priest. He passed from this to being a much admired 
Passionist missionary known as Father Fidelis of the Cross, 
who helped establish Passionist houses and churches in 
America and South America. He died in the arms of his 
daughter Frances in a visit to her home in San Mateo, 
California on October 15, 1921. 
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That they may all be one! Christ prayed “ for those 
who will believe in me through their message, that all of 
them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in 
you. May they also be in us so that the world may believe 
that you have sent me” It is the prayer of the Incarnate 
Son of God, praying that all would be gathered as his 
sheep, in what John Henry Newman would repeatedly call 
the “one true Fold” of Christ. Let the Church’s members 
strive to be worthy witnesses of this one true Fold, and apt 
instruments of Christ’s saving mission to bring all into it. 
For therein is he found, he in whom is present every 
heavenly blessing. 

-- 
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Friday of the Seventh Week of Easter 


Entrance Antiphon Rev 1:5-6 Christ loved us and washed 
us clean of our sins by his Blood, and made us into a 
kingdom, priests for his God and Father, alleluia. 

Collect O God, who by the glorification of your Christ 
and the light of the Holy Spirit have unlocked for us the 
gates of eternity, grant, we pray, that, partaking of so great 
a gift, our devotion may grow deeper and our faith be 
strengthened. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 25:13b-21; Psalm 103:1-2, 11-12, 
19-20ab; John 21:15-19 

After Jesus had revealed himself to his disciples and 
eaten breakfast with them, he said to Simon Peter, “Simon, 
son of John, do you love me more than these?” Simon 
Peter answered him, “Yes, Lord, you know that I love 
you. ” Jesus said to him, “Feed my lambs. ” He then said to 
Simon Peter a second time, “Simon, son of John, do you 
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love me?” Simon Peter answered him, ‘‘Yes, Lord, you 
know that I love you. ” He said to him, ‘‘Tend my sheep. ” 
He said to him the third time, ‘‘Simon, son of John, do you 
love me? ” Peter was distressed that he had said to him a 
third time, ‘‘Do you love me? ” and he said to him, ‘‘Lord, 
you know everything; you know that I love you. ” Jesus said 
to him, ‘‘Feed my sheep. Amen, amen, I say to you, when 
you were younger, you used to dress yourself and go where 
you wanted; but when you grow old, you will stretch out 
your hands, and someone else will dress you and lead you 
where you do not want to go. ” He said this signifying by 
what kind of death he would glorify God. And when he had 
said this, he said to him, ‘‘Follow me. ” (John 21:15-19) 

Love for Jesus I suspect that one of the things a 
deeply convinced Jew or Moslem would be struck by in 
reading the Gospels is the degree to which the Person of 
Jesus is at the very centre of Jesus’s own preaching and 
message. Moses and the prophets point to Yahweh God, 
and Mahomet points to Allah as he believes him to be. 
Yes, our Lord constantly points to his heavenly Father, but 
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he proclaims himself to be the Way to the Father and the 
Truth about the Father and the Life of the Father. He who 
sees me, he says, sees the Father. Our Lord points to 
himself in a way no prophet or any other great founder of a 
religion ever did. People must look to him, and his 
disciples are charged by him to go to the whole world and 
make all the nations his disciples. Indeed, his disciples are 
called not just to accept his teaching and to follow it 
totally, but actually to love his very Person. Jesus is to be 
the love of every man’s heart in the way God should be. 
Our Gospel passage today illustrates the point. Our Lord 
has risen from the dead and in our scene today he is 
breakfasting with his disciples on the shore of the Lake. 
He turns to Simon Peter who had denied him three times 
during his Passion, and insistently asks him three times if 
he loved him. Our Lord was asking for and expecting that 
he would be the love of Simon’s life and that, in view of 
the position he had given to Simon in the life and structure 
of his Church, that Simon would love him more than the 
others. The implication is that the others also were to make 
Jesus the love of their life, but Simon more than they. The 
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Christian religion, then, is a life of love between the 
Christian and the Person of Jesus, not in isolation but in the 
community of Christ’s faithful, within the life of his 
Church. We are bound together within Christ’s Church by 
our personal love for Jesus. 

So then, the life of the Christian is a life spent 
working at growing in the love of Jesus and at living 
according to his teaching as a result of that love. At the 
end of his dialogue with Simon our Lord tells him to 
follow him — not just to follow his teaching as if his 
teaching is somehow distinct from his Person. The Person 
of Jesus is central to his teaching and is its object, and so 
the living of the Christian religion means following in the 
footsteps of the Person of Jesus. This means every day 
nourishing a life of prayer with the Person of Jesus at its 
centre. In this regard, St Jerome writes that ignorance of 
the Scriptures is ignorance of Christ. His point is that the 
content, and if possible the very text of the Gospels, ought 
be our companion through life. The gospels, inspired by 
the Holy Spirit, are the Church’s possession and gift to 
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Christ’s faithful. The Church teaches us their meaning and 
comments on them unceasingly as their divinely authorised 
interpreter. Their meaning? It is the Person of Jesus. Great 
prayers such as the Rosary draw the faithful to contemplate 
the Person of Jesus in the Gospels. He is the object of the 
entire Scriptures and most especially of the Gospels. The 
Person of Jesus is the head and the heart of the Church, and 
he teaches the faithful and indeed all of mankind through 
and in his body the Church. In the plan of God all mankind 
is called to acknowledge him as the Lord of lords and the 
King of kings. Wonderfully, everyone who discovers the 
living Jesus and is drawn to be his disciple, is invited to a 
personal friendship with him, though he is unseen. In this 
sense to live is to love Christ, and our salvation is to be 
found in this love — provided it is a love marked by 
consistency and obedience. Our life must be lived in a way 
consistent with the demands of this love. He who loves me 
keeps my commands, our Lord said. 

Let us ponder prayerfully on the implications of our 
Gospel scene today. In it, Christ insistently and 
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disconcertingly asks Simon Peter if he loves him. It is very 
important to Jesus that we actually love him and, as a result 
of this love, that we follow him. As St Paul writes, to live 
is Christ. The Church does not just bring a great teaching 
to the world, but rather a Person together with his teaching. 
That Person is the life and the light of the world. 

-- 
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Saturday of the Seventh Week of Easter 


At the Morning Mass 

Entrance Antiphon Acts 1: 14 The disciples devoted 
themselves with one accord to prayer with the women, and 
Mary the Mother of Jesus, and his brethren, alleluia. 

Collect Grant, we pray, almighty God, that we, who have 
celebrated the paschal festivities, may by your gift hold fast 
to them in the way that we live our lives. Through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 28:16-20, 30-31; Psalm 11:4, 5, 7; 

John 21:20-25 

Peter turned and saw the disciple following whom 
Jesus loved, the one who had also reclined upon his chest 
during the supper and had said, “Master, who is the one 
who will betray you?” When Peter saw him, he said to 
Jesus, “Lord, what about him?” Jesus said to him, “What 
if I want him to remain until I come? What concern is it of 
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yours? You follow me. ” So the word spread among the 
brothers that that disciple would not die. But Jesus had not 
told him that he would not die, just “What if I want him to 
remain until I come? What concern is it of yours?” It is 
this disciple who testifies to these things and has written 
them, and we know that his testimony is true. There are 
also many other things that Jesus did, but if these were to 
be described individually, I do not think the whole world 
would contain the books that would be written. (John 
21:20-25) 

Follow me! There is the expression, being a ‘top 
dog.’ I remember watching a situation in which visitors 
brought their dog to a friend’s place, and their friend’s dog 
immediately began to impose itself on the visiting dog. It 
wanted to be the ‘top dog’. To do this it brought out all the 
bones it had buried and gathered them into one heap, and 
there it stood over those bones watching the visiting dog. 
The visiting dog was immensely frustrated and barked 
from a distance. It knew it had been surpassed by the host 
dog because of the number of bones it had. At its own 
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level, envy was affecting the relationship between the two 
dogs. It has been said at times that the world revolves 
around envy - a gross exaggeration, but by it a point is 
being made. Of course we must be alive to unjust 
inequalities and very many of them abound in family life, 
in society, and in international relations. Nevertheless 
envy can be virulently at work even when there is no 
question of any injustice. One person compares himself 
with another and is filled with envy at that other person’s 
gifts and at the special recognition or opportunities that 
have come his way. A form of hatred then develops in the 
heart of the envious person. Without meaning to define 
envy we could perhaps describe it as a sadness at the good 
fortune of another, and a desire to see that person’s good 
fortune removed. If we turn our minds to the flow of 
human history and especially to its various wars and 
revolutions, it is plain that envy has played a significant 
part — even though we must also recognize the presence of 
injustices that have fuelled that envy. Consider the French 
and Russian Revolutions, or consider even the philosophy 
and progress of Marxism and its hatred of class differences. 
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Behind the envy there is usually the desire to be the 
principal one — to be, as the phrase goes, the ‘top dog’. 

Now, this spirit of envy can enter into the life of a 
Christian and affect his following of Jesus. In our Gospel 
today “ Peter turned and saw the disciple following whom 
Jesus loved, the one who had also reclined upon his chest 
during the supper and had said, ‘Master, who is the one 
who will betray you?’ When Peter saw him, he said to 
Jesus, ‘Lord, what about him Doubtless Peter was not 
asking this question out of any envy, but probably just out 
of curiosity. But for the purposes of this reflection his 
question could perhaps be taken as symbolic of and 
applicable to so much envy that is in the world. What 
about him? Why is he as he is, with his good fortune, with 
his favourable circumstances, with his preferred position, 
while I am as I am, lacking these good things? Why does 
he seem to be better off than I? Man is continually 
comparing himself with others, and all too often is sad and 
angry with what he sees. For the point being raised here, 
let Peter’s question be seen as expressing this ongoing and 
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unhealthy comparison. Let our Lord’s reply to Peter be 
seen as the answer to this envy: “ Jesus said to him, What if 
I want him to remain until I come? What concern is it of 
yours? You follow me’.” (John 21:20-25). Yes, indeed - 
What concern is it of yours? You follow me. The only 
thing that matters for the Christian is that he follow the 
Master wherever that road leads. God has his providence 
for each of us, and the mission in life of each person differs 
from the next. All is in the hand of God and he gives to 
each as seems best to him. If it seems best to God that he 
give to one man one thing and to another something 
different, then ultimately that is best. The one thing that is 
important and necessary is that we follow him, dismissing 
from our minds unworthy thoughts of envy with the forms 
and degrees of hatred it fuels. The following of the Master 
will especially involve following him in his humility and 
meekness. As St Paul writes, though he was God he set 
aside his glory and became as men are and humbler still 
even to death on a cross. 
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Our Lord told his disciples that they were to come to 
him and learn from him for he is meek and humble of 
heart. Let us resolve to put out of our life anything which 
is not in full harmony with this. We must keep our eyes on 
Jesus and our full effort ought be to become like him. As 
St Paul writes, let this mind be in you that was in Christ 
Jesus. 
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PENTECOST SUNDAY Vigil Mass 


Entrance Antiphon Rom 5:5; cf. 8: 11 The love of God 
has been poured into our hearts through the Spirit of God 
dwelling within us, alleluia. 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, who willed the Paschal 
Mystery to be encompassed as a sign in fifty days, grant 
that from out of the scattered nations the confusion of 
many tongues may be gathered by heavenly grace into one 
great confession of your name. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Or: 

Grant, we pray, almighty God, that the splendour of your 
glory may shine forth upon us and that, by the bright rays 
of the Holy Spirit, the light of your light may confirm the 
hearts of those born again by your grace. Through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 
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Scripture today : Ezekiel 37: 1-14; Psalm 105; 

Romans 8:22-27; John 7:37-39 

On the last and greatest day of the Feast, Jesus stood 
and said in a loud voice, If anyone is thirsty, let him come 
to me and drink. Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture 
has said, streams of living water will flow from within him. 
By this he meant the Spirit, whom those who believed in 
him were later to receive. Up to that time the Spirit had 
not been given, since Jesus had not yet been glorified. 
(John 7:37-39) 

Knowing the Truth In these words just cited, Our 
Lord refers to Jloly Scripture: “Whoever believes in me, as 
the Scripture has said, streams of living water will flow 
from within him. By this he meant the Spirit”. So in this 
statement, Christ quotes and then implicitly interprets the 
Scriptures: “By this he meant the Spirit This provides us 
with an opportunity to reflect on the Scriptures and on 
Christ’s pivotal place in their interpretation. Let us begin 
with a broad landscape: the phenomenon of authoritative 
writings in some world religions. Hinduism, the 
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predominant religion of India, is the world’s third largest 
religion after Christianity and Islam. Its texts include the 
Vedas, Upanishads, and others. As with parts of the Old 
Testament, the contents of the Hindu sacred writings were 
transmitted orally (in verse form to aid memorization) for 
several centuries before being committed to writing — and 
they are mainly in Sanskrit. In current Hindu belief these 
writings are not interpreted literally, but ethically and 
metaphorically. We notice, then, the pattern of emerging 
authoritative writings, and the pivotal issue of their 
interpretation. Islam is a very great world religion. The 
Qur’an is its central religious text, and is considered by 
Muslims to be the word of God verbatim in all literalness. 
One evidence of this, according to Muslims, is the quality 
of its writing. Muslims view it as the finest piece of Arabic 
literature. In fact, the book itself is seen by adherents as 
Mahomet’s main miracle, and as proof of his being a 
prophet. It seems that the text of the Qur’an used today is 
taken from one of several different texts chosen by Ibn 
Mujahid (he stated that there were fourteen) in the tenth 
century. It was published as the Royal Cairo edition by 
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Fuad of Egypt in 1924. We need not go over the matter of 
the history of the Qur’anic text. The important point here 
is that this text, perceived by its adherents as authoritative 
and as from God, made its appearance. Then, of course, an 
immense amount depended on its interpretation. While a 
great religion may not begin with actual written texts, it 
seems to need them in due course. Then the critical thing 
will be their interpretation in the generations that follow. 
But perhaps it is in the Revealed Religion of Israel, the true 
and divinely-established religion prior to Christ, that the 
intriguing character of Floly Scripture is most manifest. 
The process by which the Old Testament texts became 
canonical Bibles was a long and complex one. By about 
the 5 th century BC the Pentateuch (the Torah) had 
authoritative status, and the rest of the Scriptures gradually 
followed. This involved over a millennium of prior oral 
transmission and various kinds of texts and tradition, all 
under the hand of God. The selection of texts by Rabbinic 
committees, and their subsequent use, involved 
interpretation. The interpretations of the holy texts led to 
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and were fuelled by various expectations , and this brings us 
to the Person of Jesus Christ. 

At around the time of our Lord the Holy Writings 
were not definitively collected into a canonized “book” - 
rather, various scrolls were used and read. It was only in 
the early Christian centuries that Bibles as we know them 
emerged. But again, altogether pivotal in this process was 
the role of interpretation. This is the point I wish to 
highlight here. One of our Lord’s fundamental missions 
was to give the true and definitive interpretation of the 
holy texts and of the sacred tradition in which they were 
formed and selected. It was he who gave the key to their 
interpretation, and prior to him, there was much of central 
importance that was entirely missed. We see this in the 
disciples’ complete lack of expectation that Jesus, the 
Messiah, would rise from the dead — even though he, 
Jesus, had instructed them that this would happen, and that 
this was according to the Scriptures. We read that the two 
angels told the women, “ Remember how he told you, while 
he was still with you in Galilee: ‘The Son of Man must be 
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delivered into the hands of sinful men, be crucified and on 
the third day be raised again. ’ Then they remembered his 
words ” (Luke 24:6). The nation had had the texts, but 
there was no expectation of what actually was given from 
heaven. What was needed was full faith in Jesus and his 
word, and with this faith there would come the true 
interpretation of the Scriptures. Right up to the 
Resurrection the faith of the disciples, though present, was 
limited and defective. Thomas simply refused to believe in 
the testimony of the others that they had seen Jesus back 
from the dead in the flesh, fie required that he himself feel 
the wounds on Jesus’ body. When our Lord obliged by 
showing himself to Thomas and by having him put his 
finger into his side, he said to him, “ Blessed are those who 
do not see and yet believe .” It was full faith in Jesus Christ 
which brought understanding of the true meaning of the 
Scriptures — in other words, the right interpretation of 
them. The discovery of the empty tomb brought the 
disciples to the threshold of the true meaning of the 
Scriptures, but it required their encounter with the risen 
Jesus for this understanding to come. The Scriptures alone 
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could not reveal God’s redemptive plan. The key was 
needed for their true interpretation. That key was the risen 
Jesus and his word. For a few decades after the 

Resurrection, there was just the preached tradition of the 
Church, sustained by the Floly Spirit. Doubtlessly there 
were some texts, and there are scholars who have given a 
far earlier date to the first Gospel manuscripts than is 
commonly supposed. Still, the pivotal issue is 

interpretation. For this, Christ promised to be with his 
Church together with the Divine Spirit who would remind 
them of all that he had told them, and lead them to the full 
truth. 

On this Pentecost Sunday we celebrate the coming of 
the Divine Spirit to the infant Church. Fie is the Floly 
Spirit, the Spirit of Truth, the Spirit of Christ and of the 
Father. Through his action the Church, established by 
Christ on the Rock that was Peter, was born and made to 
flourish. In Christ’s Catholic Church we have the 
wherewithal to gain, maintain and flourish in the right 
interpretation. In Christ the Church’s Head, and through 
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the power of the Holy Spirit, we can abide in the Truth, and 
the Truth will make us free. 

-- 
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PENTECOST SUNDAY Mass during the Day 


Entrance Antiphon Wis 1: 7 The Spirit of the Lord has 
filled the whole world and that which contains all things 
understands what is said, alleluia. 

Or: 

Romans 5: 5; cf. 8: 11 The love of God has been poured 
into our hearts through the Spirit of God dwelling within 
us, alleluia. 

Collect O God, who by the mystery of today’s great feast 
sanctify your whole Church in every people and nation, 
pour out, we pray, the gifts of the Holy Spirit across the 
face of the earth and, with the divine grace that was at 
work when the Gospel was first proclaimed, fill now once 
more the hearts of believers. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 2: 1-11; Psalm 103; Romans 8: 8-17; 

John 20:19-23 or John 14: 15-16.23-26 
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On the evening of that first day of the week, when the 
disciples were together, with the doors locked for fear of 
the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, 
Peace be with you! After he said this, he showed them his 
hands and side. The disciples were overjoyed when they 
saw the Lord. Again Jesus said, Peace be with you! As the 
Father has sent me, I am sending you. And with that he 
breathed on them and said, Receive the Holy Spirit. If you 
forgive anyone his sins, they are forgiven; if you do not 
forgive them, they are not forgiven. (John 20:19-23) 

The Holy Spirit Mary MacKillop was an 
extraordinary Australian. One of her many notable 
characteristics was her friendships with non-Catholics and 
non-Christians. One non-Christian friend whom Mary had, 
and who helped her considerably, admired greatly her 
undoubting faith. This friend told her in one letter that she 
could not seem to overcome her scepticism in respect to 
revealed religion. She could not bring herself to believe. 
What that very good Jewish woman was saying in her letter 
was that she was helpless before her own basic 
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dispositions. She could not shake off her disposition to 
doubt. Far away in England at the same time the great 
convert to the Catholic Faith, John Henry Newman, had 
been repeatedly insisting in his writings on the necessity of 
certain fundamental dispositions as a prerequisite for faith. 
He was saying that belief in Christ and in his revelation is 
not just the result of an intellectual or scientific 
demonstration. A proof alone will not overcome a basic 
unwillingness or incapacity to believe because, for there to 
be belief at all, one must be duly disposed, which is to say 
that one must be willing to believe. There has to be a basic 
inclination of the will to assent to the truth of Christ and his 
revelation. In his discussions of faith Newman stressed the 
paramount importance not so much of a person’s logic and 
power to appreciate a good demonstration, but of his basic 
starting points. If he is coming from the right starting 
points, the right fundamental principles, the right 
expectations, then the good demonstration will be of value 
in bringing him to believe. There is a further problem, he 
explained. It is that generally a person does not know what 
his own starting points are. Only God really knows them, 
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and so a person ought pray to God that he implant in his 
heart the right dispositions and starting points for faith. 

We who believe in Christ and in the authority of the 
Church to speak in his name tend to take our faith for 
granted and not appreciate how precious and indispensable 
this gift is. We tend to forget that it is actually a gift that 
has come to us from on high. Without this gift we would 
not be readily inclined to believe in our Lord and his 
teaching. We would probably be inclined to be sceptical, 
especially inasmuch as we are children of a culture that is 
sceptical about the supernatural. Because we have been 
given this gift of faith at our baptism we are endowed with 
a special openness to the Person and goodness of our Lord, 
which helps us to appreciate his divine authority. We are 
endowed at our baptism with the right basic dispositions 
that amount to an instinctive readiness to believe in Jesus, 
to hope in him and to love him. With this, we accept the 
nurture and help of the Church which he founded and 
sustains, and in which in his providence he has placed us 
(CCC 1830-1831). I suppose we could liken it to the 
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child’s instinctive readiness to believe and love and hope in 
his parents. God is our Father and Christ is our Brother, 
and we have been born anew into his family the Church. 
All this happened at our baptism. At that all-important 
event the Holy Spirit came upon us and endowed us with 
the gifts of faith, hope and love. These gifts dispose us to 
accept and love Christ and his revelation. With these gifts 
we received further gifts to live our moral life in accord 
with this faith in him. We can very easily take all this for 
granted. If we do take it for granted, we frequently may 
not act on it. That is to say, we may be content to coast 
along at a certain level in our life of faith, happy to believe 
and never thinking of abandoning our belief (because we 
are inclined to believe anyway), but not working at its 
growth. The great danger for the average member of the 
Church is spiritual mediocrity. Faith is a great gift and a 
great responsibility. It can easily be neglected. 

We should cultivate great spiritual desires on the basis 
of the gift of our faith. We ought cultivate a great desire to 
believe our Lord totally, to hope in him utterly, and to love 
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him with all our heart and soul. The gifts of faith, hope 
and charity which we received from the Holy Spirit 
provide the foundation and give us the basic disposition 
and inclination to set out on a life of discipleship. But it 
requires that we work on it daily all through life. Our 
Companion in this is the Holy Spirit who has given us all 
the gifts we need to live fully in Christ and become holy. 
Today is his great feast day, Pentecost Sunday, when he 
came upon the infant Church to bring it to birth and give it 
all the gifts it needed to succeed in its mission of holiness 
and evangelization. Let us not make the Holy Spirit sad by 
neglecting our high vocation. 

Further reading : Catechism of the Catholic Church, 
no. 1830-1831 (The gifts and fruits of the Holy Spirit) 

-- 
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The Season of 

Ordinary 

Time 



Solemnity of the Holy Trinity 

Entrance Antiphon Blest be God the Father, and the Only 
Begotten Son of God, and also the Holy Spirit, for he has 
shown us his merciful love. 

Collect God our Father, who by sending into the world 
the Word of truth and the Spirit of sanctification made 
known to the human race your wondrous mystery, grant us, 
we pray, that in professing the true faith, we may 
acknowledge the Trinity of eternal glory and adore your 
Unity, powerful in majesty. Through our Ford Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture readings : Proverbs 8:22-31; Psalm 8:4-9; 

Romans 5:1-5; John 16:12-15 

Jesus said to his disciples: "7 have much more to tell 
you, but you cannot bear it now. But when he comes, the 
Spirit of truth, he will guide you to all truth. He will not 
speak on his own, but he will speak what he hears, and will 
declare to you the things that are coming. He will glorify 
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me, because he will take from what is mine and declare it 
to you. Everything that the Father has is mine; for this 
reason I told you that he will take from what is mine and 
declare it to you." (John 16:12-15) 

The Holy Trinity In world literature there have been 
many autobiographies written, and many in English 
literature. One of the most famous was that written in 1864 
by John Henry Newman, entitled Apologia pro Vita Sua, in 
which he defends himself and the Catholic priesthood 
against the charge of duplicity. For those interested in the 
great figure of Newman, one of the very significant pages 
in this intellectual and doctrinal autobiography is that 
which refers to his adolescent conversion. At the age of 
fifteen he underwent a life-long change to a religion 
founded on total assent to Christian dogma. He looks back 
on that event and pinpoints for us the central doctrine 
which he embraced at this conversion and which he calls 
“the fundamental truth of religion. ” It was the doctrine of 
the Holy Trinity, that there is one God in three divine 
Persons. On this basis Newman gradually went on to 
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embrace finally the fullness of Christian doctrine, namely 
that which is taught by and found in the Catholic Church. 
The point which I wish to highlight is this milestone in 
Newman's early life and which was a great grace from 
God. His spiritual life became grounded in an assent to 
and a realization of the central fact that has been revealed, 
that there is one God in three divine Persons, each of whom 
is that same one and only God. All too often in the lives of 
Christians this doctrine is simply taken for granted in much 
the way a person may take for granted the home in which 
he has been raised or the furniture his family has constantly 
used. The very reality of one infinite and all-powerful God 
is often yet to be appreciated, and the reality of the Father, 
the reality of his divine Son, and the reality of the Holy 
Spirit, each of whom is distinct from the other as a divine 
Person, but each of whom is the same one God, is also 
often to be appreciated. St Ignatius Loyola in his famous 
Spiritual Exercises encourages the retreatant to cultivate a 
profound devotion to each of the three divine Persons. 
Every Catholic family ought have this revealed fact as the 
soul of its life, and every parent ought have the holy 
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ambition to help his or her children to discover in faith the 
reality of the one God in three Persons. Today, the Feast of 
the Holy Trinity, is an opportunity to realize this. 

Every Sunday after hearing the word of God 
proclaimed in the Scriptures and in the homily, we profess 
in the Nicene Creed our faith in the revealed truth of the 
one and only God in whom there are three divine Persons. 
Each of these persons, the Father, Son and Holy Spirit 
possesses the fullness of the one divine nature. Each is 
utterly and really distinct from the other as a Person. There 
have been those who have wrongly thought of the three 
divine Persons as simply three different appearances of the 
one God or merely different modes in which the one God 
has involved himself with us. No, the three divine Persons 
are objectively distinct from one another as Persons 
because of the distinct and objective relationships they 
have with each other. The Father is the eternal God and 
the origin of all and for that reason he is called by Christ 
“my Father.” He generates the Son from all eternity and 
the Son is generated by him, and in being thus generated, 
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the Son, while being a distinct Person, is nevertheless the 
full being of the Father. Just as the Father is the one God, 
so is the Son the same one God. The two are in an eternal 
embrace of boundless love which proceeds and rises from 
them together. That divine love between the Father and the 
Son is the third divine Person whom Christ called the Holy 
Spirit, or, in today’s Gospel, the Spirit of truth (John 
16:12-15). He, the Holy Spirit, while being a distinct third 
Person is the same one God as is the Father and as is the 
Son. He is the Lord and Giver of Life, eternally 
proceeding from the Father and the Son. With the Father 
and the Son he is worshipped and glorified. He has spoken 
through the Scriptures which he inspired. He guides the 
Church towards an ever fuller understanding of revealed 
truth. The Father so loved the world and each of us that he 
sent his only begotten Son to save the world by his life, 
ministry, death, resurrection and ascension into heaven. 
From there the Father and the Son sent the Holy Spirit 
upon the Church to bring the life of the most holy Trinity 
to mankind through and in the ministry and sacraments of 
the Church. 


- 947 - 



I mentioned that all too often we lack a realization of 
the Holy Trinity, of one God in three divine Persons. But 
too often we also fail to realize that God has immersed us 
in his own divine and triune life. At our baptism and in 
each of the Sacraments this life of the Holy Trinity passes 
into the heart and soul of each of us, which is to say that 
the Holy Trinity comes to dwell within us. With this 
divine indwelling we are enabled to become more and 
more like God in holiness. This indwelling of the Holy 
Trinity is the wonder of membership in the Church. Today 
on this feast of the Holy Trinity let us ask for the grace to 
appreciate the great gift of God and to work daily for the 
fulfilment of our high vocation. 

Further reading : Catechism of the Catholic Church, nos. 
1077-1109 (Liturgy: work of the Trinity), 109-119 (The 
Holy Spirit, interpreter of the Scripture), 249-260 
(Formation of the doctrine of the Trinity and Trinitarian 
missions). 
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The Solemnity of the Most Holy Body and Blood of 
Christ 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 81 (80): 17 He fed them with 
the finest wheat and satisfied them with honey from the 
rock. 

Collect O God, who in this wonderful Sacrament have 
left us a memorial of your Passion, grant us, we pray, so to 
revere the sacred mysteries of your Body and Blood that 
we may always experience in ourselves the fruits of your 
redemption. Who live and reign with God the Father in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Genesis 14:18-20; Psalm 110:1, 2, 3, 4; 

1 Corinthians 11:23-26; Luke 9:11 b-17 

Jesus spoke to the crowds about the kingdom of God, 
and he healed those who needed to be cured. As the day 
was drawing to a close, the Twelve approached him and 
said, "Dismiss the crowd so that they can go to the 
surrounding villages and farms and find lodging and 
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provisions; for we are in a deserted place here." He said to 
them, "Give them some food yourselves." They replied, 
"Five loaves and two fish are all we have, unless we 
ourselves go and buy food for all these people." Now the 
men there numbered about five thousand. Then he said to 
his disciples, "Have them sit down in groups of about fifty." 
They did so and made them all sit down. Then taking the 
five loaves and the two fish, and looking up to heaven, he 
said the blessing over them, broke them, and gave them to 
the disciples to set before the crowd. They all ate and were 
satisfied. And when the leftover fragments were picked up, 
they filled twelve wicker baskets. (Luke 9:1 lb-17) 

The Eucharist If you read several works of a 
particular author you will see similarities in those different 
works. This particular e-book is one of a set of six, each 
accessible from the same internet source. Having the same 
author, similarities will inevitably be seen among the six. 
Whenever we read the Holy Scriptures we must bear in 
mind that they are the fruit of the action of a single divine 
author, the Holy Spirit. One result of this is that what we 
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read in one part of the Scriptures reminds us of similarities 
that we notice in another part, simply because all parts of 
the Scriptures and therefore all similarities have the same 
divine Author. Those similarities across the Scriptures 
throw light especially on the Person and teaching of our 
Lord because he is the great centrepiece of the entire 
Scriptures. Our Gospel today (Luke 9:1 lb-17) provides us 
with a case in point. Our Lord, by the power of his simple 
word, fed five thousand men with a mere five loaves and 
two fish. There is at least one other instance in the Gospels 
of this kind of miracle, when he fed a crowd of four 
thousand (Matthew 15.32-38) — and in one of his 
conversations with his disciples he refers to both events. It 
was obvious that if he chose to, he could effortlessly feed 
all of God’s people. Such is the power of his divine word. 
Undoubtedly many of those who witnessed this were 
reminded of God feeding his people in the wilderness on 
their way to the promised land. God fed them from heaven 
then with manna in the desert, just as he did through the 
word of Christ in our Gospel event today. St John tells us 
in his Gospel that the next day our Lord told the people that 
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in fact he himself is the bread come down from heaven, the 
true bread that gives life to the world. That is to say, Christ 
chose to describe himself in terms of the bread with which 
he himself had fed the crowds, and in terms of the manna 
with which God had nourished his people in the 
wilderness. God could and would provide for all his 
chosen people on their journey to heaven, and this he does 
in the Person of Christ. Now, can we pinpoint Christ 
feeding the people of God everywhere and through all the 
ages with the bread of heaven which is himself? We can, 
and it is the holy Eucharist in which is contained every 
heavenly blessing. 

The account of the manna coming from God in the 
desert is contained in the book of Exodus. Also in the 
book of Exodus is the account of the appearance of God to 
Moses on Mount Sinai and the witnessing by the people of 
the awesome phenomena associated with that presence of 
God. There was thunder and lightning and a shuddering 
spectacle. No faith was required to be convinced that it 
was indeed the living God who was present on the 
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Mountain, meeting with Moses and giving to him the Ten 
Commandments. When Christ the Son of God came, he 
bore with him none of the spectacle of that past occasion. 
St Paul tells us that though he was in the form of God he 
put that aside and became as men are, and humbler still. 
But there was a further surprise to come. It was that the 
Word made flesh would be our constant food for all the 
generations to come. He himself would be our manna from 
heaven. He himself would be the loaves distributed to all 
his spiritually hungry people. He would have himself even 
look like mere bread. The difference is that this bread is 
not mere bread as was the manna and as were the loaves of 
today’s Gospel. This bread, by the word of Christ and the 
power of the Holy Spirit, has been changed into the body 
and blood, the soul and the divinity of the risen Jesus. 
Jesus, whole and entire in all his human and divine reality, 
is given to us in the holy Eucharist, and it is this same 
Jesus, under the appearances of bread, who remains with us 
in our tabernacles day and night in our parish churches. 
The living Goal and divine Source of the Church and of all 
creation is contained in the tiny consecrated Host. Indeed, 
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the living God made man is not just in that tiny Host, he is 
that tiny and humble Host. The substance of bread is there 
no longer, but only Jesus. That vulnerable Host is the 
Object of the Church’s constant adoration, and should be 
unceasingly recognized by each of us as the summit and 
the source of our whole Christian life. Let us remember 
this constantly. 

Because this requires faith in the word of Christ, so 
often we ignore his Real Presence. We cannot see Christ’s 
physical person but only the appearance of bread and so all 
too often we act as if we are in the presence of mere bread. 
We forget what has happened as a result of Christ’s word 
and the power of the Holy Spirit. It has at times been 
claimed that the reverence displayed by the average 
Muslim in his mosque is greater than the reverence shown 
by the average Catholic in his church, even though in his 
church there is present the Lord of lords and the King of 
kings, whole and entire. Let us resolve to distinguish 
ourselves constantly by our lively faith in the Real 
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Presence of Christ in the holy Eucharist and by our 
constant reverence for his divine Person there. 

Further reading : Catechism of the Catholic Church , 
no.1373-1381 (Christ’s presence [in the Eucharist] by the 
power of his word and the Holy Spirit) 

-- 
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Solemnity of Most Sacred Heart of Jesus 


Entrance Antiphon Ps 33 (32): 11, 19 The designs of his 
Heart are from age to age, to rescue their souls from death, 
and to keep them alive in famine. 

Collect Grant, we pray, almighty God, that we, who glory 
in the Heart of your beloved Son and recall the wonders of 
his love for us, may be made worthy to receive an 
overflowing measure of grace from that fount of heavenly 
gifts. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives 
and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. 

Or: 

O God, who in the Heart of your Son, wounded by our 
sins, bestow on us in mercy the boundless treasures of your 
love, grant, we pray, that, in paying him the homage of our 
devotion, we may also offer worthy reparation. Through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with 
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. 
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Scripture today : Ezechiel 34:11-16; Psalm 23:1-3a, 3b-6; 

Romans 5:5b-11; Luke 15:3-7 

Jesus addressed this parable to the Pharisees and 
scribes: "What man among you having a hundred sheep 
and losing one of them would not leave the ninety-nine in 
the desert and go after the lost one until he finds it? And 
when he does find it, he sets it on his shoulders with great 
joy and, upon his arrival home, he calls together his 
friends and neighbours and says to them, 'Rejoice with me 
because I have found my lost sheep.' I tell you, in just the 
same way there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner 
who repents than over ninety-nine righteous people who 
have no need of repentance." (Luke 15:3-7) 

God’s heart It has often been pointed out that 
devotion to the Sacred Heart of Jesus encapsulates in an 
image the essence of the Christian religion. That image or 
metaphor is the heart of Christ on fire with love for sinners. 
On various occasions Our Lord referred to his heart: 
“Come to me” he said, ‘‘and learn from me for I am meek 
and humble of heart.” In these words Christ invites us to 
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contemplate his sacred heart. It is the heart of God - God 
made man. Ever since God became man, our path to God 
is through the man Jesus. No one comes to the Father, our 
Lord told his disciples, except through me. That is to say, 
our path to the heart of God lies through the heart of Christ, 
and by being one with the heart of Christ we are one with 
the heart of God. The most complete revelation of the 
heart of Christ and therefore of God is surely the pierced 
heart of Christ on the cross. There on the cross Christ was 
pierced with the lance, and from his heart flowed blood and 
water symbolizing the Church and her life. God is love, as 
St John tells us in his Letter and as Pope Benedict XVI 
stressed in his first Encyclical. This love of God made 
present and revealed in the Person of Christ is symbolized 
in the image of the Sacred Heart of Jesus which we 
celebrate today. The particular form of this devotion that 
became so widespread among the Catholic faithful in 
modem times arose and spread as a counter to the 
forbidding and distant image of Christ and God 
characteristic of Jansenism. The fact is that Scripture bears 
constant and eloquent testimony to the familiarity, the love 


-958 - 



and the total accessibility of Christ, the revelation of the 
Father. Christ came among us to love and to be loved, and 
in this he was revealing the desire and the plan of the great 
and infinite God. God wants to be our intimate friend. As 
Christ puts it, I have not called you servants, but friends. 
This is what God is like, and this is what we celebrate in 
the Feast of the Sacred Heart of Jesus. 

But there is a corollary to this which is of maximum 
importance. When Scripture and the Church’s Tradition 
stress that the great and triune God is a God of love whose 
heart yearns for our friendship, what is especially being 
stressed is that this love of God is especially a love for 
sinners. God loves those who offend him by their sin, and 
he is prepared to go to any length to reclaim us from our 
sins so as to unite us to himself in friendship. For all the 
love which God has for us, the one thing that alienates us 
from him is our deliberate sin. But we must pray for the 
grace to remember that however much we sin, God loves 
sinners. Therefore the sinner can turn to him in repentance 
and ask for forgiveness. Great as was the sin of Judas, the 
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more terrible thing which he did was that he did not come 
back to Christ (as did Simon Peter after having denied him) 
in repentance, seeking his love and forgiveness. The love 
of God is an infinitely merciful love. It shows itself in 
mercy. This is why our Gospel passage today (Luke 
15:3-7) is so important for each of us. Christ describes 
himself as the man who leaves the ninety-nine sheep in the 
wilderness and goes after the stray. That stray sheep is 
each of us, to a greater or lesser extent. To one degree or 
another we have strayed from God, and God has come after 
us. He continues seeking us out in every nook and cranny 
where our sins, whether they be serious or venial, lead us. 
The one thing that takes us from God is sin, and when sin 
takes us from God, God comes looking for us. But we 
must be prepared to be taken up by him, placed on his 
shoulders, and brought back to life in him through 
repentance. We must be prepared to accept the summons 
of our conscience to repent and to return to his love with 
genuine resolve. That must be going on continually in our 
life, daily. Consider what our Lord says about the 
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repentance of the sinner! It causes more joy in heaven than 
does the fidelity of the rest. 

Let us then guard in our hearts a true image of the 
eternal and triune God. Christ is the image of the unseen 
God, and he has revealed to us his sacred and adorable 
heart. It is a heart filled with love and compassion for 
sinful man. It is a heart revealing the divine mercy. Let us 
recognize ourselves as counted among sinful men, and 
accept from Christ his merciful love. Knowing that we are 
loved by Christ, let us enter into his mission of saving souls 
from sin by bringing them also to the heart of Christ. 

-- 
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Memorial of the Immaculate Heart of Mary 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 13 (12): 6 My heart will rejoice in 
your salvation. I will sing to the Lord, who has been 
bountiful with me. 

Collect O God, who prepared a fit dwelling place for the 
Holy Spirit in the Heart of the Blessed Virgin Mary, 
graciously grant that through her intercession we may be a 
worthy temple of your glory. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 2 Corinthians 5:14-21; Psalm 103:1-2, 
3-4,9-10,11-12; Luke 2:41-51 

Each year Jesus ’ parents went to Jerusalem for the 
feast of Passover, and when he was twelve years old, they 
went up according to festival custom. After they had 
completed its days, as they were returning, the boy Jesus 
remained behind in Jerusalem, but his parents did not 
know it. Thinking that he was in the caravan, they 
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journeyed for a day and looked for him among their 
relatives and acquaintances, but not finding him, they 
returned to Jerusalem to look for him. After three days 
they found him in the temple, sitting in the midst of the 
teachers, listening to them and asking them questions, and 
all who heard him were astounded at his understanding 
and his answers. When his parents saw him, they were 
astonished, and his mother said to him, “Son, why have 
you done this to us? Your father and I have been looking 
for you with great anxiety. ” And he said to them, “Why 
were you looking for me? Did you not know that I must be 
in my Father’s house?’’ But they did not understand what 
he said to them. He went down with them and came to 
Nazareth, and was obedient to them; and his mother kept 
all these things in her heart. (Luke 2:41-51) 

Mary There are many tragedies in human life, but 
perhaps the saddest of all is when, as a result of such 
tragedies, a person turns his back on God and either refuses 
to believe that he exists, or refuses to believe that he is 
good and trustworthy. Some dear member of his family 
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suffers and dies — say, a child — and the loss is 
absolutely devastating. How could, or rather why did, God 
allow this? People are killed, lives are accidentally lost, 
one’s savings are culpably squandered by others — 
whatever it be, there will be the temptation to think that 
there is no God or that God is indifferent or even bad. 
Behind this is the refusal or inability to accept that the God 
of all things is far larger than the capacity of our own 
minds to encompass. Why do things turn out the way they 
do? The believer and especially the Christian has learnt to 
believe that a good God holds all in his hands, and so he 
trusts in faith and discerns amid the darkness the signs of 
the divine presence. God’s is a kind and caring presence 
amid the mysteries of life. The heart of a Christian is a 
heart that trusts God and his revelation of himself, despite 
the appearances. Of himself man does not know why there 
is such a discordance between this revelation and what he 
sees in the world. In all this, he trusts. He trusts in the 
revelation that has come from God. He trusts, whatever be 
the darkness. Well now, today we think of the utterly 
sinless heart of Mary the mother of the Son of God made 
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man. There have been two persons in history who have 
been utterly good without any trace of evil in their hearts: 
Jesus Christ and — through the grace and merits of Jesus 
Christ her Son — Mary his mother. Their hearts were 
immaculate in holiness, Mary’s being a limpid human 
reflection of that of her Son. Today we think of the 
immaculate heart of Mary. Yet despite her incomparable 
goodness, from a purely human perspective many things 
went badly for her. The crowning instance of this was the 
awesome and indescribable sufferings and death of her son. 

Our Gospel scene today is a case in point, and we 
meditate on it when we pray the fifth Joyful mystery of the 
Rosary. It is a joyful mystery because the three days of 
anxiety ended in joy, just as the passion and death of Jesus 
her son ended in the joy of the resurrection and ascension. 
Coming back from the feast, Jesus and his parents were 
separated, and it was only after a day’s journey that they 
discovered he was missing. Imagine the anxiety that filled 
the holy hearts of Mary and Joseph, the darkness and the 
perplexity (Luke 2:41-51)! They had before them the 
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responsibility they had been given from on high of caring 
for and raising the Messiah, the hope of the world. He was 
the love of their life, and they knew the divine richness of 
his Person — but he was gone! The three days of 
searching were three days of indescribable darkness. In 
this not uncommon human event, there is surely 
symbolized the darkness and mystery enveloping much of 
the great stream of ordinary human life. The ordinary 
Everyman suffers disappointment, perplexity and 
frustration very often. In Mary the sinless one, Everyman 
has a model and mother. In her he has a mother who 
suffered the same uncertainties and anxieties, the same 
things that seemed to turn out badly. Yet she trusted. She 
believed in the good God and her faith never wavered, 
though it did not understand. In celebrating the 
immaculate heart of Mary we remember that however 
badly things went from a human point of view, she never 
turned from God in the least sense. Darkness led to a great 
and more heroic trust. Moreover, in thinking of her 
immaculate heart, we think of the importance of the will. 
Though in very many things she did not understand, yet in 
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her will she remained absolutely trusting and faithful. We 
are reminded that the disposition of the heart and will is of 
greater importance than the understanding possessed by the 
mind. 

Let us glory in the gift Christ has made to us of his 
own mother. On the cross he saw before him his mother, 
immaculate in her sinlessness and ever trusting in her 
darkness. Her heart trusted in God and never failed him. 
She was mankind’s woman of faith without compare. In 
her we have our model of what it means to live in a world 
so often groaning amid darkness, a world whose true light 
is the Person of Christ and his ineffable revelation. 

-- 
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The Baptism of the Lord 


(First Sunday in Ordinary Time C) 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Mt 3:16-17 After the Lord was 
baptized, the heavens were opened, and the Spirit 
descended upon him like a dove, and the voice of the 
Father thundered: This is my beloved Son, with whom I am 
well pleased. 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, who, when Christ had 
been baptized in the River Jordan and as the Holy Spirit 
descended upon him, solemnly declared him your beloved 
Son, grant that your children by adoption, reborn of water 
and the Holy Spirit, may always be well pleasing to you. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Or : O God, whose Only Begotten Son has appeared in our 
very flesh, grant, we pray, that we may be inwardly 
transformed through him whom we recognize as outwardly 
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like ourselves. Who lives and reigns with you in the unity 
of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 


Scripture today : Isaiah 42:1-4,6-7; Psalm 29:1-4, 9-10; 

Acts 10:34-38; Luke 3:15-16, 21-22 

The people were filled with expectation, and all were 
asking in their hearts whether John might be the Christ. 
John answered them all, saying, “I am baptizing you with 
water, but one mightier than I is coming. I am not worthy 
to loosen the thongs of his sandals. He will baptize you 
with the Holy Spirit and fire. ” After all the people had been 
baptized and Jesus also had been baptized and was 
praying, heaven was opened and the Holy Spirit descended 
upon him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice came 
from heaven, “You are my beloved Son; with you I am well 
pleased. ” (Luke 3:15-16, 21-22) 

Baptism Today we think of the beginning of our 
Lord’s public ministry, when he joins the people in 
receiving the baptism from John. He has left what were 
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thirty undoubtedly happy years with Mary and Joseph in 
Nazareth and now he is setting out to make the world new 
at its roots. There is no work like it in all of history. His 
mission is to redeem the world from sin and establish the 
Dominion of his Father here on earth. He begins by going 
to John and he, the sinless One, steps forward for the 
Baptist’s rite of baptism. In this he sought to identify with 
his brothers and sisters of the human race who admitted to 
their personal sins and sought God’s pardon for them. That 
he was a Person of resounding and utter holiness we are 
reminded by John’s words to him when he came forward 
for baptism: “It is I who ought be baptized by you, and you 
are coming to me?” (Matthew 3:14). John said that to no 
one else. He knew he was a sinner in the presence of the 
sinless One. It shows the simple humility of Jesus - as it 
does of John. Jesus did not look for the glory that was his 
due and was content to be counted with his sinful brothers. 
In observing the humility of Jesus, let us remember that he 
is the image of the Father: “He who sees me sees the 
Father .” Our Lord reflected the heart of the Father, and so 
just as our Lord was meek and humble of heart, so is the 
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Father. The Father, then, identifies with our Lord as he 
humbly takes the part of sinners. Inasmuch as the life and 
dynamism of God is the Holy Spirit, the Holy Spirit is the 
spirit of humility. God is humble then, and we see this 
being revealed in the baptism of our Lord. Our Lord 
humbly unites himself with sinful man and, while being 
sinless, will go to the very depths of the sin of the world in 
order to take it away. 

So in his baptism at the river Jordan our Lord unites 
himself with sinful man. At our baptism by water and the 
Spirit we are united with Christ by the power of the Holy 
Spirit. At his baptism he went down into the waters of sin, 
as it were, and by this first step towards his Cross and 
death he began the process of taking away the sin of the 
world. At the moment of our baptism, by the power of the 
Holy Spirit we are united to Christ in his dying for us. It is 
by that death that the sin of the world was broken, and by 
our baptism we enter into that cosmic event and benefit 
personally by it. This stupendous miracle is made possible 
in our simple baptism. Somehow and very mysteriously, at 
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the instant of our baptism we are united with our Lord at 
the point when sin’s inexorable grip on the world and on 
each soul was forcibly released. That happened when our 
Lord was immersed in mankind’s sin at Calvary. Sin 
poured over him in death, and he, the sinless and obedient 
One, sank to its depths. Thus did he expiate for the 
disobedience of man, and for this reason he was raised up 
on high. By his obedience he triumphed, and at our 
baptism the Spirit of God unites us with Jesus in his dying, 
and thus we rise in him. While at his baptism in the Jordan 
he unites himself symbolically with sinful man, at our 
baptism we are truly united with our sinless Lord. Through 
this means, the newly baptized is rendered sinless at that 
point and made a child of God in Jesus the only-begotten 
Son of God. As we contemplate the all-holy Jesus joining 
sinful man in the confession of sin, let us think of how at 
our baptism we unite with the all-holy Jesus for the 
complete taking away of our sin. So let us renew our 
baptismal promises to renounce sin, to fight against it, to 
avail ourselves of the Sacrament of Penance regularly, and 
to live in Jesus as members of his body, the Church. 
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The baptism of our Lord marked the beginning of his 
public ministry. Our baptism marks the beginning of our 
life in Christ and our combat with sin. The good news is 
that we can win the fight if we fight all our life in union 
with Jesus who has gained the victory for us. Let us never 
sink into mediocrity or, worst of all, give up the glorious 
fight.. 

-- 
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Monday of the First Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Upon a lofty throne, I saw a man 
seated, whom a host of angels adore, singing in unison: 
Behold him, the name of whose empire is eternal. 

Collect Attend to the pleas of your people with heavenly 
care, O Lord, we pray, that they may see what must be 
done and gain strength to do what they have seen. Through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with 
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. 

Scripture today : Hebrews 1:1-6; Psalm 97:1, 2b, 6, 7c, 9; 

Mark 1:14-20 

After John was put in prison, Jesus went into Galilee, 
proclaiming the good news of God. The time has come, he 
said. The kingdom of God is near. Repent and believe the 
good news! As Jesus walked beside the Sea of Galilee, he 
saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting a net into the 
lake, for they were fishermen. Come, follow me, Jesus 
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said, and I will make you fishers of men. At once they left 
their nets and followed him. When he had gone a little 
farther, he saw James son of Zebedee and his brother John 
in a boat, preparing their nets. Without delay he called 
them, and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the 
hired men and followed him. (Mark 1:14-20) 

Christ’s call One of the developments in 

Australian secondary and tertiary education since the 1970s 
has been the expansion of studies in religion. By that I 
especially mean the study of the various religions of man: 
comparative religion. Some, perhaps many, who have 
engaged in this study have come to assume that one 
religion is as good as another in terms of truth and utility. 
This, of course, is not a necessary result of the study of 
religions. It is a philosophical principle that can be 
consciously embraced or unconsciously assumed within the 
study of religions, and is a principle operating in many 
other contexts as well. However, there is another effect of 
the study of religions which for the Christian can be 
entirely beneficial. It is that he can observe what is 
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distinctive to the Christian religion — or rather, he can 
come to appreciate more deeply what is distinctive about 
the Person of Jesus Christ. Indeed, this distinctiveness — 
or rather, uniqueness — of Christ can be grasped within the 
context not only of the religions of man but also within the 
context of the texts of revealed religion itself. For instance, 
when we contemplate the Person of Jesus as set forth in the 
Gospels, we appreciate him the more when the backdrop of 
the Old Testament is kept in mind. He stands out against 
this backdrop, and this in turn can help to enhance our 
appreciation of his divinity. Being divine, he naturally 
transcends the prophetic tradition while nevertheless being 
part of it. For example, the prophets had long pointed to 
the coming of God and his rule. Well, in our Gospel scene 
today our Lord enters into his public ministry with a most 
distinctive message: I tell you, he says, the Kingdom of 
God is very near! It has actually arrived! The actual arrival 
of God's promised kingdom was a unique announcement in 
revealed religion. John the Baptist had been his Precursor 
and had announced that the Messiah himself was present. 
That too was new. To at least some, John pointed 
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specifically to Jesus as being the Messiah. His great point 
was, listen now to him! Both Christ and his message are 
new in the prophetic tradition. 

There is something else that is somewhat new. God’s 
Kingdom is nigh, and unlike the other prophets, at the 
outset Christ immediately calls to his side disciples who 
will not only be with him and listen to his teaching, but 
will share in his mission to draw others into this divine 
Kingdom. John the Baptist had disciples and his teaching 
had a long effect on their lives. Some of Christ’s own 
disciples had come from those ranks, others are mentioned 
in, for instance, the Acts of the Apostles. The prophets had 
had their disciples and the Old Testament often refers to 
them. Isaiah explicitly mentions his disciples. But the 
prophets did not seem actively to recruit disciples for a 
positive expansionary purpose. Their disciples were 
attracted to them, they gathered with them and were taught 
by them. But from the outset of his public ministry our 
Lord not only announced that the Kingdom of God 
was nigh and that people must repent to be ready for it, but 


- 977 - 



he simultaneously recruited disciples to assist him in his 
work of announcing, launching, spreading and establishing 
this Kingdom. He empowered them with something of his 
charism. Further, he himself was at the forefront and at the 
centre of God’s Kingdom. He would gradually reveal that 
in him, in his very Person, the Kingdom of God was 
present. Its entire reality, its abundant blessings, its very 
fulness, was to be found in him. Entry into God’s 
Kingdom was effected by entry into his friendship and by 
taking on oneself his yoke. As he would come to show, he 
himself, in whom all the blessings of heaven were to be 
found, was to be brought to all men. That was the gigantic 
task ahead. This was the Kingdom being now established, 
and at its very launch by him, Christ was found calling 
specific persons to be with him and to assist him in his 
mission. Now, the point here is that the mission was at the 
heart of discipleship . When we put the Person of Jesus 
against the backdrop of the Old Testament, this too was 
somewhat distinctive of Jesus Christ. Being a disciple of 
Christ means more than accepting a teaching. It means 
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being apostolic. Accepting the religion revealed by Jesus 
Christ means participating in his mission. 

Let us place ourselves in the scene of today’s gospel 
(Mark 1:14-20) and contemplate the Person of Jesus Christ. 
His message is new and utterly arresting. All that the 
prophets had predicted in reference to what God would do 
for man is at hand. It has arrived and has begun - in germ, 
in seed. He, Jesus, is at the centre of this divine operation. 
Our eyes, then, are on him. But he turns to each of us who 
gaze on him and he says to us , follow me and I will make of 
you fishers of men. He asks that I not only remain with 
him but that I be part of his mission. He calls me to be his 
intimate friend in my daily life, and he also calls me to be 
apostolic in my daily life. He asks that I be his envoy in 
his spiritual empire. So then, now I begin! 

-- 
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Tuesday of the First Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Upon a lofty throne, I saw a man 
seated, whom a host of angels adore, singing in unison: 
Behold him, the name of whose empire is eternal. 

Collect Attend to the pleas of your people with heavenly 
care, O Lord, we pray, that they may see what must be 
done and gain strength to do what they have seen. Through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with 
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. 

Scripture today : Hebrews 2:5-12; Psalm 8:2ab and 5-9; 

Mark 1:21-28 

They went to Capernaum, and when the Sabbath 
came, Jesus went into the synagogue and began to teach. 
The people were amazed at his teaching, because he taught 
them as one who had authority, not as the teachers of the 
law. Just then a man in their synagogue who was 
possessed by an evil spirit cried out, What do you want 
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with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I 
know who you are — the Holy One of God! Be quiet! said 
Jesus sternly. Come out of him! The evil spirit shook the 
man violently and came out of him with a shriek. The 
people were all so amazed that they asked each other, 
What is this? A new teaching—and with authority! He even 
gives orders to evil spirits and they obey him. News about 
him spread quickly over the whole region of Galilee. 
(Mark 1:21-28) 

Christ’s authority There is a pattern which we 
notice in democratic societies. It is that their populations 
desire their freedom to be respected, yet at the same time 
they want to see strong authority exercised. A 
democratically elected government that is perceived 
(rightly or wrongly) to be weak or indecisive will 
inevitably lose the next election. Man needs to be 
governed, and he wishes his government to manifest and 
exercise authority. Man loves to see the exercise of 
authority, while wanting to be free. This is a faint 
reflection of the authority of God and at the same time of 
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his gift to man of freedom. Be this as it may, our Gospel 
passage today presents us with one feature of our Lord’s 
Person and ministry that stood out in the eyes of his 
countrymen. He manifested and exercised a striking 
authority, while not being formally invested with it by the 
institutions of his time and place. He exuded an air of 
authority that amazed observers. Yet he did not impose his 
authority but respected freedom. We read that “ when the 
Sabbath came, Jesus went into the synagogue and began to 
teach. The people were amazed at his teaching, because he 
taught them as one who had authority, not as the teachers 
of the law ” (Mark 1:21-28). The teachers of the law had a 
certain authority invested in them by their religious 
institutions, but the authority that their teaching carried 
depended on the case they were able to make to support it 
(by their learning). Our Lord was not a formally instituted 
teacher of the law. But he was amazing, we are told, for 
the authority he showed precisely in his teaching of God’s 
law. Somehow, both the way he taught and what he taught 
impressed all with a sense that, because it was he who 
taught this, it was true beyond dispute. He taught as one 
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having final authority and as needing to appeal to no other 
source for confirmation. His hearers had seen nothing like 
it among their teachers. Christ as teacher of God’s law was 
effortless, commanding, supremely authoritative, and yet 
respectful withal of personal freedom. 

Not only did Christ as teacher display an authority 
that deferred to no other master, but he manifested an 
authority to dominate and defeat the underworld. In our 
Gospel today, at a word Jesus expelled the evil spirit that 
had called out at him in the synagogue. His authority was 
absolute. One of the intriguing things about the Gospel 
accounts of Christ’s public ministry is the seeming 
infestation of demons in the arena of his activity. The 
devils seem to have been everywhere. A great number of 
persons seem to have been afflicted to a greater or lesser 
extent by the demonic world. It was a major feature of our 
Lord’s public ministry to have to deal with the minions of 
Satan. At the very beginning of our Lord’s ministry and 
immediately following his baptism, our Lord had an 
encounter with the Darkest of the dark, Lucifer himself. 
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There is a tradition that prior to his fall Lucifer was among 
the very highest of the angels. Satan, the Prince of this 
world and of the underworld, approached this Man who 
was now on retreat in the wilderness. He could see that 
this Individual was like no other in all history. He had to 
be seduced at all costs. The encounter left Satan rebuffed 
and defeated. Perhaps Satan, with all his natural 
intelligence, had sensed long before this something of the 
spiritual power of this Man of Nazareth. Perhaps. May we 
not assume that the crowds of demons which seem to have 
settled within the chosen people were there at the bidding 
of this dark Prince, having sensed what manner of Man this 
Jesus was? Satan was marshalling his forces and was 
applying all his black talent to the overthrow of this new 
Warrior of Israel who had come upon the scene. He would 
come to think he had won, for the struggle left Christ dead 
on the cross. But his demonic victory was the most 
spectacular defeat of all, for Christ fought Satan with the 
weapon of obedience to his heavenly Father, whereas 
Satan’s weapon was rebellion. By his death, Christ broke 
with mortal effect the kingdom of Satan and established on 
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earth the Kingdom of God. Our Gospel scene today (Mark 
1:21-28) shows Christ the Master delivering the first blow 
on Satan’s kingdom, and that blow would become a 
knock-out at his death and resurrection. Christ is King of 
kings. To him is given all authority, and salvation consists 
in living according to this fact. 

Let us place ourselves in the crowd of today’s Gospel 
passage as they stand there in amazement at the authority 
Jesus manifests in word and in deed. He speaks as one 
who has ultimate authority, needing support from no other. 
He acts as one who has ultimate power, needing assistance 
from no other. Nothing and no one seems to be his 
superior, excepting his heavenly Father. At the same time 
he is obedient to legitimate authority. He is, as the passage 
shows, amazing. He is One whom we can follow! We can 
put all our trust in him! Let us do so, but understanding 
well that this means following in his footsteps and those 
footsteps ascend the hill of Calvary. There, on that hill, 
and together with him, is where the victory is gained. 

-- 


-985 - 





Wednesday of the First Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Upon a lofty throne, I saw a man 
seated, whom a host of angels adore, singing in unison: 
Behold him, the name of whose empire is eternal. 

Collect Attend to the pleas of your people with heavenly 
care, O Lord, we pray, that they may see what must be 
done and gain strength to do what they have seen. Through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with 
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. 

Scripture today : Hebrews 2:14-18; Psalm 105:1-4, 6-9; 

Mark 1:29-39 

On leaving the synagogue Jesus entered the house of 
Simon and Andrew with James and John. Simon ’s 
mother-in-law lay sick with a fever. They immediately told 
him about her. He approached, grasped her hand, and 
helped her up. Then the fever left her and she waited on 
them. When it was evening, after sunset, they brought to 
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him all who were ill or possessed by demons. The whole 
town was gathered at the door. He cured many who were 
sick with various diseases, and he drove out many demons, 
not permitting them to speak because they knew him. 
Rising very early before dawn, he left and went off to a 
deserted place, where he prayed. Simon and those who 
were with him pursued him and on finding him said, 
“Everyone is looking for you. ” He told them, “Let us go on 
to the nearby villages that I may preach there also. For 
this purpose have I come. ” So he went into their 
synagogues, preaching and driving out demons throughout 
the whole of Galilee. (Mark 1:29-39) 

Faith Has there ever been in the history of the 
world a person who has displayed such power for good 
over nature as Jesus of Nazareth showed? Consider our 
Gospel passage today in which in a very matter-of-fact way 
St Mark describes the early stage of our Lord’s public 
ministry at Capernaum. His teaching in the synagogue had 
been a sensation for the authority it displayed and for his 
effortless exorcism of a demon. But now, “on leaving the 
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synagogue ” our Lord went to Simon and Andrew’s house 
(which may have been where our Lord stayed) and 
forthwith cured Simon’s mother-in-law of her fever. At the 
end of the day (when the Sabbath rest was over for all) “the 
whole town was gathered at the door. He cured many who 
were sick with various diseases, and he drove out many 
demons, not permitting them to speak because they knew 
him ” (Mark 1:29-39). The power of God radiated from our 
Lord, a power that showed itself in mercy. One of the 
great themes in the history of man has surely been the 
presence and exercise of power. Men have aspired to have 
power, and they have gained it by various means and used 
it in various ways. Consider a person such as Alexander 
the Great whose life ambition was to gain great power, and 
who wreaked death and pillage everywhere in his 
all-conquering progress towards it. He was a person of 
immense ability, but also a constant raider, a kind of 
military terrorist, and one who these days might have been 
tried for crimes against humanity. He was a brilliant child 
of his age and he had power. But how little was his power 
compared with that of Jesus of Nazareth, who eschewed 
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any thought of worldly power (to which Satan tried to 
tempt him), and instead exercised his power for the good of 
others, especially their spiritual good, as shown in our 
passage today. 

Christ’s power was divine, and being divine it was 
rich in mercy. If we read the Gospel carefully, trying to 
come to know the Person of Jesus, one of the things that is 
evident is that Jesus of Nazareth could do anything he 
wanted, had he so chosen. There were so very many things 
he chose not to do, because that was not his mission, fie 
did not impose himself on others. He could help them, he 
could answer their needs, and he could anticipate what was 
best. But in the matter of, say, physical ailments and allied 
debilities we notice that he very largely responded to 
requests. He did not come to rid the world of physical 
suffering, but he readily responded to requests of this order 
to show his all-merciful power. It ought to have been 
evident from what he did for people, as in our passage 
today, that he had the power and the goodness to be relied 
on completely. He was One in whom anyone could and 
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should trust. How little that observation could be made of 
so many of those who have held and exercised power of 
various kinds! Not so Jesus. He was powerful, and his 
power was all-holy and all-merciful. There was and is no 
one on whom men could rely more. The tragedy is that so 
many who benefited from his loving power did not place a 
firm and enduring faith in him and go on to trust him in all 
his teaching. For instance, we learn from the Gospel of St 
John (chapter 6) that when our Lord told the people (again, 
in the synagogue of Capernaum) that eating his flesh and 
drinking his blood would confer eternal life, he lost many 
even of his disciples. Fulton Sheen once said that it was 
then that he lost the masses. They did not believe that this 
was possible for him. Despite the evidence of his power 
that he had shown in, for instance, today’s Gospel events, 
the people did not give him the faith that was his due and 
which would have saved them. 

Whenever we recite the creed, be it the Nicene or the 
Apostles’ Creed, we begin by professing our faith in God 
the Father almighty. Power is the first thing man generally 
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thinks of when thinking of God or the gods. The true God 
has revealed that, like everything about him, his power is 
without limit. Furthermore, our Lord in his public ministry 
intimated very clearly that his power, too, was without 
limit. But what the ministry of our Lord also reveals is that 
the boundless power of God reveals itself in deeds of 
mercy. This is what we see in the ministry of our Lord in 
today’s Gospel passage. Let us entrust ourselves to the 
all-powerful care of Jesus, and ask him to help us to follow 
him to the end, no matter what the cost. As St Thomas 
More wrote to his daughter when awaiting trial, “though I 
lose my head I’ll come to no harm” 
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Thursday of the First Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Upon a lofty throne, I saw a man 
seated, whom a host of angels adore, singing in unison: 
Behold him, the name of whose empire is eternal. 

Collect Attend to the pleas of your people with heavenly 
care, O Lord, we pray, that they may see what must be 
done and gain strength to do what they have seen. Through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with 
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. 

Scripture today : Hebrews 3:7-14; Psalm 95:6-7c, 8-11; 

Mark 1:40-45 

A leper came to him and kneeling down begged him 
and said, “If you wish, you can make me clean. ” Moved 
with pity, he stretched out his hand, touched the leper, and 
said to him, “I do will it. Be made clean. ” The leprosy left 
him immediately, and he was made clean. Then, warning 
him sternly, he dismissed him at once. Then he said to him, 
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“See that you tell no one anything, but go, show yourself to 
the priest and offer for your cleansing what Moses 
prescribed; that will be proof for them. ” The man went 
away and began to publicize the whole matter. He spread 
the report abroad so that it was impossible for Jesus to 
enter a town openly. He remained outside in deserted 
places, and people kept coming to him from everywhere. 
(Mark 1:40-45) 

Petition Let us place ourselves in this scene of 
today’s Gospel, so typical of much of our Lord’s public 
ministry. A poor leper, desperate because of his 
impossible plight, comes to Jesus and pleads with our 
Lord, appealing to his love and mercy: “If you wish, you 
can make me clean ” (Mark 1:40-45). He is saying to our 
Lord, you have the power. All that is needed for my 
healing is for you to want to do it. It is an appeal to our 
Lord’s mercy and compassion. Full of his characteristic 
pity, our Lord assures the leper that he did indeed want 
what the leper asked for and orders the leprosy to leave 
him, which it does. But it is instantly obvious that the 
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ministry of healing is not what our Lord wishes to engage 
in primarily, for our Lord “sternly” forbad the leper to talk 
about it. One suspects that the leper had this impression 
too, because he seems to be pleading with our Lord to do 
what he is somewhat hesitant to do: “if you wish...” Our 
Lord’s primary objective was not to heal from physical 
ailments, but rather to preach and effect the Kingdom of 
God, a Kingdom of holiness and grace, a Kingdom of 
oneness with him. It was this which was his mission and 
he wanted nothing to distract him nor others from it. His 
healings and other miracles were signs of the real thing. 
On another occasion after our Lord had fed the crowds, 
they wanted to come and take him by force to make him 
king. He fled into the hills. It is obvious from many 
incidents recorded in the Gospels that our Lord often (and 
unsuccessfully) prohibited people whom he cured from 
publicizing it. He could see that there was a great danger 
that people could completely mistake his true mission and 
be continually seeking from him things which were 
ultimately beside the point. Christ came, as St John the 
Baptist pointed out before his public ministry actually 
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began, to take away the sin of the world and to unite men 
to God through him. 

Whenever we have a need of any kind we ought take 
it to the Lord. Jesus is our friend and our all-powerful 
helper in all our needs. Whether what we regard as a true 
need is what Jesus in his divine wisdom judges to be our 
true need is a further question. But it is a very good thing 
to be coming to our Lord and appealing, as did the poor 
leper, to his mercy. Let us tell him, “if you want to, you 
can help me.” But even more, let us come to our Lord to 
appeal to his mercy for what he knows we need, for what 
he came to do for us, and for what we ourselves ought 
realize is in our best interests. That petition ought be a 
petition for forgiveness of sin and for the grace to give 
ourselves entirely to his Person. The prayer of the leper in 
today’s Gospel ought be seen as most appropriate in this 
higher spiritual sense. We ought approach our Lord with a 
lively sense of sin, like the Publican’s approach to God in 
our Lord’s story of the Pharisee and the Publican praying 
in the Temple. The Pharisee had no idea that he needed to 
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be made clean. He thought he was clean already - not like 
the sinful Publican who was praying at the same time in the 
Temple. The Publican knew he needed to be made clean 
and that he was a sinner. He stood there with his eyes 
humbly downcast, repeatedly asking God for mercy, for he 
was a sinner. We use his prayer during the penitential rite 
of Mass. We need to approach our Lord with a lively sense 
of the evil of sin, of how imperative it is that sin be taken 
away, with a sense of the fact that we ourselves are indeed 
sinners, and that Jesus has the power to eliminate sin from 
our lives. He can make us holy. We ought ask our Lord to 
help us in all our needs, knowing that because of his 
compassion he does want to help us. But most of all he 
wants to take away our sins and bring us to sanctity. He 
wants to make us saints. 

Let us make our own the petition of the leper, and 
come to our Lord appealing to his love and mercy. That 
appeal to our Lord’s compassion - to his sacred heart - had 
an immediate effect as we read in our Gospel passage. But 
let us bear in mind what we also notice, that there are 
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petitions of the greatest importance which we ought never 
forget to bring constantly before our Lord. What we need 
most of all and what we ought pray for perseveringly and 
never give up on, is the conquest of sin and the attainment 
of personal holiness, which consists in a profound union 
with our Lord himself. 
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Friday of the First Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Upon a lofty throne, I saw a man 
seated, whom a host of angels adore, singing in unison: 
Behold him, the name of whose empire is eternal. 

Collect Attend to the pleas of your people with heavenly 
care, O Lord, we pray, that they may see what must be 
done and gain strength to do what they have seen. Through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with 
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. 

Scripture today : Hebrews 4:1-5, 11; Psalm 78:3, 4bc, 6c-8; 

Mark 2:1-12 

When Jesus returned to Capernaum after some days, 
it became known that he was at home. Many gathered 
together so that there was no longer room for them, not 
even around the door, and he preached the word to them. 
They came bringing to him a paralytic carried by four men. 
Unable to get near Jesus because of the crowd, they 
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opened up the roof above him. After they had broken 
through, they let down the mat on which the paralytic was 
lying. When Jesus saw their faith, he said to him, “Child, 
your sins are forgiven. ” Now some of the scribes were 
sitting there asking themselves, “Why does this man speak 
that way? He is blaspheming. Who but God alone can 
forgive sins?” Jesus immediately knew in his mind what 
they were thinking to themselves, so he said, “Why are you 
thinking such things in your hearts? Which is easier, to say 
to the paralytic, ‘Your sins are forgiven, ’ or to say, ‘Rise, 
pick up your mat and walk’? But that you may know that 
the Son of Man has authority to forgive sins on earth ” -he 
said to the paralytic, “I say to you, rise, pick up your mat, 
and go home. ” He rose, picked up his mat at once, and 
went away in the sight of everyone. They were all 
astounded and glorified God, saying, “We have never seen 
anything like this. ” (Mark 2:1-12) 

Sin Today we are placed in a Gospel scene that 
brings us to the heart of our Lord’s mission on earth. He 
came among us to bring the forgiveness of sins. The worst 
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thing that ever happened in the world was not, let us say, 
the terrible impact of interplanetary meteors millennia ago 
that may have wiped out prehistoric life, or various natural 
disasters such as the Black Death that have eliminated 
populations, or even world wars. At root, the worst thing 
that ever happened in the history of the world was sin. Sin 
was the worst thing that ever happened in human history. 
Before this too, the sin of certain angels was a cataclysmic 
event in its own order and many were cast into hell from 
where they now roam the world looking for someone to 
devour, as St Peter puts it. Sin entered the world through 
our first parents and, with sin, death arrived and has spread 
to the whole human race. The whole human race was 
profoundly wounded by this occurrence, an occurrence that 
has been replicated to a greater or lesser extent in the life of 
every human being, with the exception (as we know for 
certain) of Mary the mother of Jesus, and of course, Jesus 
the Redeemer himself. Our contemporary problem is that 
we tend not to think that sin matters much. There are much 
worse evils than sin, so we think. Who could possibly 
think that to commit a serious sin (just) of thought could be 
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a worse thing than, say, having one’s son being killed in a 
road accident! But so it is - that is what we think. It has 
been revealed to us that sin is the worst element in all 
created reality, and it is the root cause of all evil and 
suffering and death. It was this evil which Christ came to 
conquer and to replace with holiness. He takes away the 
sin of the world. If we are ever to appreciate the Person of 
Christ, we must first appreciate the evil and fact of sin. 

Our Lord’s reaction to the paralytic shows that it was 
this which was primarily in his mind during his public 
ministry of preaching, teaching, healing, driving out 
demons and even raising the dead. On this occasion, the 
crowds were thronging in front of our Lord, including the 
scribes. Then suddenly, from the roof, the paralytic on his 
mat was lowered before our Lord - an obvious evidence of 
the faith of the paralytic’s friends. Now, what was the first 
thing that came to our Lord’s lips when he saw their faith? 
He told the paralytic that his sins were forgiven. Our 
Lord’s words indicated that the fundamental burden and 
the basic evil was sin, and they also made plain that it was 
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our Lord himself who was granting God’s pardon for them. 
This stunned the scribes. Our Lord said this confidently, 
without any explanatory introduction, and with an air of 
total authority. To the scribes he appeared to be taking 
God’s place and to be acting as God, because they said to 
themselves, “Why does this man speak that way? He is 
blaspheming. Who but God alone can forgive sins?” 
(Mark 2: 1-12). Our Lord calmly challenged their hostile 
thoughts and, by way of proof of his authority, proceeded 
to work a spectacular miracle of healing before their eyes. 
Now, one thing we ought learn from the reaction of the 
scribes is the wonder of the forgiveness of sins. That sins 
can be forgiven here on earth by the agency of particular 
persons is a wonder, and we ought not take it for granted. 
Furthermore, if God can come among us as man and 
forgive sins, he can just as easily confer this power on 
certain other persons. When our Lord rose from the dead 
the first thing he did that very day was to entrust this divine 
power to his Apostles (John 20). It is that very power 
which is entrusted down through the ages to the ordained 
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Catholic priest. It remains a wonder, a wonderful blessing 
in the midst of sinful men. 

Let us dwell on the implications of our Lord’s first 
words to the paralytic in today’s Gospel. “Son, your sins 
are forgiven .” Sin is the first and most fundamental evil 
from which we are to be liberated, and it is Christ who 
brings this liberation. We ought strive to appreciate this 
blessing and bring it regularly into our life. This we do 
through the ministry of the ordained priest who brings us 
the forgiveness of sins in the Sacrament of Penance. Let us 
never take it for granted nor neglect it, but rather let us 
make it a fundamental feature of our ongoing Christian life. 

-- 


- 1003 - 





Saturday of the First Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Upon a lofty throne, I saw a man 
seated, whom a host of angels adore, singing in unison: 
Behold him, the name of whose empire is eternal. 

Collect Attend to the pleas of your people with heavenly 
care, O Lord, we pray, that they may see what must be 
done and gain strength to do what they have seen. Through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with 
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. 

Scripture today : Hebrews 4:12-16; Psalm 19:8, 9, 10, 15; 

Mark 2:13-17 

Jesus went out along the sea. All the crowd came to 
him and he taught them. As he passed by, he saw Levi, son 
of Alphaeus, sitting at the customs post. Jesus said to him, 
“Follow me. ” And he got up and followed Jesus. While he 
was at table in his house, many tax collectors and sinners 
sat with Jesus and his disciples; for there were many who 
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followed him. Some scribes who were Pharisees saw that 
Jesus was eating with sinners and tax collectors and said 
to his disciples, “Why does he eat with tax collectors and 
sinners? ” Jesus heard this and said to them, “Those who 
are well do not need a physician, but the sick do. I did not 
come to call the righteous but sinners. ” (Mark 2:13-17) 

Jesus Of all the persons who ever graced this earth, 
none have equalled the moral and inner beauty of Jesus of 
Nazareth. Such is the conviction of the Christian who has 
come to know Jesus personally. What are the sources of 
this conviction? The most powerful is the great Tradition 
of the Church that bears witness to the Person of Jesus. It 
is a Tradition that involves the Church’s entire life, her 
liturgy, her official teaching, the testimony of her pastors 
and saints, and indeed the testimony of the entire people of 
God which makes up her membership. It is the sense of 
the entire body of Christ’s faithful that he, the Lord Jesus, 
is beyond compare. Now, a priceless component of the 
Church’s life and Tradition is her sacred and inspired 
Writings, the Holy Scriptures and especially the New 
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Testament - and most of all the Gospels. They, especially 
the Gospels, bear witness to Jesus. In the celebration of 
Holy Mass which is the summit and source of the Church’s 
life, the book of the Gospels is held aloft and brought in as 
part of the entrance procession. The book of the Gospels is 
the highest and most sacred testimony to Jesus which the 
Church possesses. Indeed, the Gospels - as did the rest of 
the New Testament - came forth from the Church in the 
persons of certain of her writers who were inspired by the 
Holy Spirit. The important thing to bear in mind, though, 
is that the Church and the Church’s Tradition and inspired 
Writings bear witness to Jesus. Indeed, the Church not 
only bears witness to Jesus, but brings with her testimony 
the living and beautiful Person of Jesus himself. 

It is this living, all-beautiful and all-holy Jesus whom 
we encounter when we place ourselves in a Gospel scene 
such as the one for today (Mark 2:13-17). What is 
especially consoling is that we see how Jesus loves to be 
with the lowly and the sinners - that is to say, with those 
who know they are poor and sinful, and who want to be 
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with him who is all-holy. In 1917 the German scholar, 
Rudolf Otto, published his book ( Das Heilige ) on the idea 
of the holy. For him, the numinous was something 
awe-inspiring and profoundly fascinating ( tremendum et 
fascinans ). As a description of the sense of the holy in the 
religions of man this is true enough, but what has been 
revealed from on high and in the Person of the Son of God 
made man is that the Holy One is loving. Jesus is holy and 
he is loving too. His holiness is love. In the Gospels we 
see that the sinners sought to be with our Lord. He was 
“fascinans,” to use Otto’s term, immensely attractive, but 
especially to those who knew they were sinners. Christ 
loved sinners and they sensed it. They loved to be with 
him, and he readily entered into their company with a view 
to leading them out of sin into the life of God. And so it is 
in today’s Gospel scene. “ While he was at table in his 
house (i.e. the house of Levi), many tax collectors and 
sinners sat with Jesus and his disciples; for there were 
many who followed him." This was a source of 
incomprehension among some Pharisees whose image of 
God did not allow of this familiarity with sinners. It has 
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been pointed out that one of the fundamental differences 
between Christianity and Islam lies in their images of God. 
in Islam, God is our Lord and Master. In Christianity God, 
is our Lord and Father. 

Let us place ourselves every day in the presence of 
Jesus, knowing that he is the image of the unseen God, the 
only-begotten Son of the Father, the only true way to God. 
"He who sees me, sees the Father ," he said. Our Lord in 
today’s Gospel passage invites all who understand that they 
are sinners to come to him and learn from him, for he is 
meek and humble of heart. His yoke is easy and his burden 
light. 

-- 
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Second Sunday of Ordinary Time 


Entrance Antiphon Ps 66 (65): 4 All the earth shall bow 
down before you, O God, and shall sing to you, shall sing 
to your name, O Most High! 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, who govern all things, 
both in heaven and on earth, mercifully hear the pleading 
of your people and bestow your peace on our times. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Isaiah 62:1-5; Psalm 96:1-3, 7-10; 

1 Corinthians 12:4-11; John2:l-ll 

There was a wedding at Cana in Galilee, and the 
mother of Jesus was there. Jesus and his disciples were 
also invited to the wedding. When the wine ran short, the 
mother of Jesus said to him, “They have no wine. ” And 
Jesus said to her, “Woman, how does your concern affect 
me? My hour has not yet come. ” His mother said to the 
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servers, “Do whatever he tells you. ” Now there were six 
stone water jars there for Jewish ceremonial washings, 
each holding twenty to thirty gallons. Jesus told them, 
“Fill the jars with water. ” So they filled them to the brim. 
Then he told them, “Draw some out now and take it to the 
headwaiter. ” So they took it. And when the headwaiter 
tasted the water that had become wine, without knowing 
where it came from - although the servers who had drawn 
the water knew -, the headwaiter called the bridegroom 
and said to him, “Everyone serves good wine first, and 
then when people have drunk freely, an inferior one; but 
you have kept the good wine until now. ” Jesus did this as 
the beginning of his signs at Cana in Galilee and so 
revealed his glory, and his disciples began to believe in 
him. (John 2:1-11) 

The glory of Jesus In changing the water into 
wine at Cana in Galilee, Christ let his glory be seen and his 
disciples believed in him. They began to see his glory. 
There are and always have been all sorts of impressions of 
Jesus of Nazareth. The Gospels tell us that because of his 
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miracles and preaching, the fame of Jesus began to spread 
across the country. For instance, we read that Herod 
wanted to see Jesus. We remember that during Christ’s 
Passion Pilate’s wife sent a message to her husband urging 
him not to interfere with that “ 'just man.” Presumably her 
dream prompting this intervention had something to do 
with what she had heard. At Jesus’ last feast in Jerusalem 
John tells us that some Greeks approached Philip and said 
they wanted to see Jesus. The issue for our Lord, though, 
was not whether he was becoming known, but whether he 
was being understood and accepted for who he really was. 
At one point in his public ministry our Lord asked his 
apostles who people were saying the Son of Man is. They 
gave him various answers - that he was a prophet, indeed a 
great prophet and even one of the old prophets come back 
again. But what Christ sought was delivered in the answer 
given by Simon Peter: “Tow are the Christ, the Son of the 
living God.” It was an answer that evoked from our Lord 
words of high commendation: “ Blessed are you Simon son 
of John, for flesh and blood have not revealed this to you 
but my Father in heaven. ” Simon Peter showed that he had 
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understood Christ’s true glory. We may even say that it 
was this that showed Simon Peter had become, properly 
speaking, “a Christian” in belief. Our Lord’s parting words 
to his apostles just before he ascended into heaven were not 
that they were to simply make him known all over the 
world. Rather, they were to go out and make disciples, 
disciples of all the nations. Being a disciple, being a 
Christian, means accepting the whole revealed reality of 
Christ. It is by manifesting his very Person that Christ lets 
his glory be seen. It is by accepting this revelation, coming 
from the lips of Jesus Christ and expressed in the teaching 
of the Church, that we come to see his glory. 

In our Gospel today our Lord changes the water into 
wine at the wedding feast of Cana in Galilee (John 2:1-11), 
and let his glory be seen. It must have been a sensation to 
his disciples and to any others who learnt what was really 
going on. His disciples had come to faith in him from the 
testimony of John the Baptist and from their own personal 
knowledge of him. But they had not yet seen any miracle. 
This, then, was the first of the signs Christ would give of 
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his true glory. His disciples saw his glory, and they 
believed in him. They were coming to see in the Person of 
Jesus the Object of their life. God has revealed that man’s 
fundamental calling is to know the Person and the glory of 
Jesus, and that our whole life is to find its object and 
meaning in him. That is a responsibility we have to our 
own selves, and it is a responsibility we have to others. It 
is also something we cannot just take for granted. The 
Person of Jesus will not occupy the centre of our lives 
automatically. In fact, because we cannot actually see our 
Lord physically, we will tend to fail to appreciate that he is 
a living Person, the Person who is at the centre of all 
reality, be it seen or unseen. We have to work at realizing 
in faith that Jesus lives, that he is a living man and that he 
is the living God. We have to work at full assent to his 
teaching. How and where is this done? Where in practice 
do we learn of this divine revelation, and come to see the 
glory of Jesus? Immediately after receiving his answer 
from Simon as to who he really was, our Lord went on to 
refer to his Church. He told Simon that he was now Peter, 
the rock, and on him he would build his Church. He 
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would give to him the keys of the Kingdom of heaven. In 
essence, that Kingdom consists in union with Christ, for as 
St Paul writes, in him is every heavenly blessing. The 
keys to this Kingdom of life in Christ are in the hands of 
Peter by Christ’s institution, and Peter is none other than 
the rock on which Christ founded his Church. One enters 
the Church, and one knows that Peter has the keys. The 
glory of Christ is found in the Church he founded on Peter. 
We shall come to know the glory of Jesus by our 
wholehearted life in Christ as members of his Church. 

Let us set in place a plan of life which is geared to 
helping us grow in a strong faith in the Person of Jesus as 
the centre of our religion and indeed the centre of all 
reality. Every parent must strive to make the Person of 
Jesus the living heart of the home and the object of their 
children’s love and life. It cannot be taken for granted. In 
the sign given at the wedding feast of Cana the disciples 
came to see the glory of Jesus. All our lives we ought be 
growing in a sense of the glory of this same Jesus who is 
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the living centre of the religion revealed by God, and the 
living centre of all reality. 

Further reading : The Catechism of the Catholic Church, 
No. 422-429 (Christ at the heart of catechesis) 

-- 
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Monday of the Second Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 66 (65): 4 All the earth shall bow 
down before you, O God, and shall sing to you, shall sing 
to your name, O Most High! 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, who govern all things, 
both in heaven and on earth, mercifully hear the pleading 
of your people and bestow your peace on our times. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Hebrews 5:1-10; Psalm 110:1, 2, 3, 4; 

Mark 2:18-22 

The disciples of John and of the Pharisees were 
accustomed to fast. People came to Jesus and objected, 
“Why do the disciples of John and the disciples of the 
Pharisees fast, but your disciples do not fast?” Jesus 
answered them, “Can the wedding guests fast while the 
bridegroom is with them? As long as they have the 
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bridegroom with them they cannot fast. But the days will 
come when the bridegroom is taken away from them, and 
then they will fast on that day. No one sews a piece of 
unshrunken cloth on an old cloak. If he does, its fullness 
pulls away, the new from the old, and the tear gets worse. 
Likewise, no one pours new wine into old wineskins. 
Otherwise, the wine will burst the skins, and both the wine 
and the skins are ruined. (Mark 2:18-22) 

The Bridegroom In our Gospel scene today we are 
presented with an objection brought to our Lord by people 
who could not understand the discrepancy they saw 
between what our Lord required of his disciples, and what 
John the Baptist and the Pharisees required of theirs. Let 
us presume that the disciples of John and the Pharisees 
consisted of people who sincerely wanted to serve God 
better. For that reason they had attached themselves to 
masters whom they regarded as serving God with 
knowledge and distinction. Now, some were perplexed. 
Jesus was a master in the religion revealed by God but he 
did not seem to demand of his disciples the obvious 
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self-denial of fasting. What was Christ’s response to this? 
He certainly did not in any way denigrate the importance of 
fasting. He said, rather, that fasting will come later at a 
more appropriate time, “and then they will fast on that 
day.” Our Lord goes on to intimate that the religious 
practice of his disciples in the future will involve 
something very new, a new content and a new spirit. “No 
one sews a piece of unshrunken cloth on an old cloak. If he 
does, its fullness pulls away, the new from the old, and the 
tear gets worse. Likewise, no one pours new wine into old 
wineskins. Otherwise, the wine will burst the skins, and 
both the wine and the skins are ruined” (Mark 2:18-22). 
Our Lord is preparing his disciples for a new and renewed 
religion, one that would in no way abrogate the old with at 
least its most important features (such as fasting, prayer 
and almsgiving) but would entirely fulfil it. That religion 
in which the Father would be worshiped “in spirit and 
truth” (John 4:24) would come “when the Bridegroom is 
taken away from them.” Indeed, it would be due to this 
taking away of the Bridegroom through his death and 
resurrection that the new would come. 
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Our Lord, then, is signalling the coming of the new 
Covenant in which God will plant deep within them his 
Law, writing it on their hearts (Jeremiah 31:33). Christ is 
pointing to his death and resurrection and to the Kingdom 
of God which he would establish in and through his 
Church. The religion thus inaugurated will be a new 
garment, or to use our Lord’s second image, new wine in 
new wineskins. It is this of which, by our membership in 
the Church through baptism, we have the privilege of being 
a part. It is a great privilege and it is a grave responsibility. 
But there is more to what our Lord reveals to his puzzled 
inquirers. They look to John and the Pharisees, but, our 
Lord states, his own disciples have in their midst the very 
Bridegroom. In using this hallowed term of himself, our 
Lord raises himself beyond any other figure in revealed 
religion. In the Old Testament, the prophets speaking on 
behalf of God, referred to Yahweh God as the Bridegroom 
and Husband of his people. Yahweh longs to be with his 
spouse and is in anguish at his people’s infidelity. He is 
their faithful Husband. Indeed, when one carefully 
considers the meaning of the word “Yahweh,” the name 
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God gave to Moses to denote himself, one discerns 
something of the note of Bridegroom and Husband there in 
that name too. Yahweh is “I am who am,” but precisely as 
the One who is ever with his people. I shall be there (with 
my people) as who I am. As I am, so I shall be there. He, 
in all his ineffable mystery, is binding himself in love and 
fidelity to his people. He will be their God and they his 
people. Now, Jesus appropriates to himself the title of 
Bridegroom. The Bridegroom has now come and is with 
his own. Our Lord is intimating to his questioners that they 
have before them one who is uniquely in union with God, 
is representing him, is making him present, and, indeed, is 
himself God the Bridegroom with respect to his people. 

Jesus Christ is man and he is the Son of God. He is 
human and he is divine. He has revealed and established 
on earth a divine religion, the fulfilment of the old. It is 
new wine in new wineskins. In our living of the religion 
revealed by Christ we are called to fast, yes, but much 
more. Let us pray for the grace to live with the utmost 
generosity in union with the Bridegroom who lives now in 
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our midst, in the Church his body, calling us to daily 
holiness of life. 
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Tuesday of the Second Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 66 (65): 4 All the earth shall bow 
down before you, O God, and shall sing to you, shall sing 
to your name, O Most High! 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, who govern all things, 
both in heaven and on earth, mercifully hear the pleading 
of your people and bestow your peace on our times. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Hebrews 6:10-20; Ps 111:1-2, 4-5, 9-10c; 

Mark 2:23-28 

One Sabbath Jesus was going through the cornfields, 
and as his disciples walked along, they began to pick 
some ears of corn. The Pharisees said to him, Look, why 
are they doing what is unlawful on the Sabbath? He 
answered, Have you never read what David did when he 
and his companions were hungry and in need? In the days 
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of Abiathar the high priest, he entered the house of God 
and ate the consecrated bread, which is lawful only for 
priests to eat. And he also gave some to his companions. 
Then he said to them, The Sabbath was made for man, not 
man for the Sabbath. So the Son of Man is Lord even of 
the Sabbath. (Mark 2:23-28) 

Jesus is Lord Jesus of Nazareth transcends in so 
many ways all the prophets — and, we might say, the 
religious leaders of all human history — as well as in his 
claims. Yes, there were his miracles. Who can be pointed 
to as having performed the miracles he performed? Moses 
by a stroke of the staff brought water from the rock. He 
also cleaved the Red Sea and enabled the children of Israel 
to pass through ahead of the pursuing Egyptians. Elijah 
and Elisha performed many miracles. But none of these 
could match the abundance and range of miracles which 
Christ at a word — and even without a word — effected. 
His greatest miracle was his own rising from the dead, after 
predicting that he would freely lay down his life and on the 
third day freely take it up again. And again, none of the 
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prophets could match his teaching in its sublimity. But 
more than anything, Christ transcended them all by his 
claims. He himself was at the centre of his teaching. Entry 
into the Kingdom of God which he announced and was 
establishing was granted to those who accepted in faith his 
claims as to his own Person. In his outstanding work Jesus 
of Nazareth, Pope Benedict XVI refers (in the first volume, 
on Christ’s public ministry) to the reflections of the 
contemporary Jewish Rabbi Neusner who ponders on what 
“the sage Jesus” had to say of the commandments given to 
Moses. Jesus left out nothing, Neusner writes, but he 
added something altogether distinctive. What he added 
was himself. Perfection, “the state of being holy as God is 
holy — as required by the Torah — “ now consists in 
following Jesus ” (2007, P.105). The Kingdom of God is 
open to the one who believes in Jesus, who loves him, who 
follows him and who keeps his commandments for love of 
him. What other prophet had himself as the object of his 
teaching and who required of his disciples that they make 
him the object of their life? What other prophet claimed to 
be establishing God’s promised Kingdom with himself as 
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its centrepiece? As our Lord’s ministry gradually unfolded 
it became clear that Christ’s claims were exalted beyond 
compare. 

Our Gospel passage today (Mark 2:23-28) is all of a 
piece with this. The Pharisees notice that his disciples pick 
ears of corn as they make their way through the cornfield 
on the Sabbath day. Hungry, perhaps after their service in 
the Synagogue with our Lord undoubtedly speaking and 
ministering there, they help themselves to ears of corn. 
They are violating the stipulation laid down by certain 
traditions! What they did amounted to harvesting on the 
Sabbath day! The Pharisees go straight to our Lord and 
object, perhaps thinking that, with Jesus allowing such a 
violation to go uncorrected, the wider public may follow 
suit. Our Lord in his reply makes two points. He says that 
the Pharisees’ interpretation goes beyond Scripture and the 
practice of the great and holy ones of Israel. For instance, 
in the circumstances he was in, David regarded himself as 
free to do what was formally not allowed. But more 
significantly, our Lord pointed to himself. Whatever about 
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David - he, Jesus, was the Lord. Indeed, he was the Lord 
of the very Sabbath! What prophet or king ever made such 
a claim? No one in all of sacred history had said such a 
thing, and here was Jesus calmly stating it before the 
leaders of the people. JJe was Lord of the Sabbath — yes, 
even of the Sabbath! It was for him to decide how the 
Sabbath was to be observed. He carried in his Person the 
authority of God. Jesus claimed to be Lord. This reached 
its culmination when our Lord rose from the dead and 
appeared to his disciples, this time Thomas being with 
them. He called Thomas to him and showed him his hands 
and his side, at which Thomas cried, “My Lord and my 
God 7” Jesus is Lord. This is the proclamation of the 
Christian religion. He is not only the Lord of the Sabbath, 
but the Lord of everything. As risen, he told his disciples 
that all authority in heaven and on earth had been given to 
him. They were to go, then, and make disciples of all the 
nations, teaching them to observe all the commands he had 
given. 
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Let us place ourselves in the scene of today’s Gospel, 
gazing on the figure of Jesus of Nazareth as he addresses 
the Pharisees who come to him criticizing his disciples, and 
by implication, himself. He tells them that he has full 
authority to interpret God’s law. His reply, though, reflects 
the heart and soul of his entire teaching which more than 
anything is about himself. He is Lord. He is the Messiah, 
the Son of God, himself God from God, and Saviour of the 
world. In having him we have every heavenly blessing. 

-- 
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Wednesday of the Second Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 66 (65): 4 All the earth shall bow 
down before you, O God, and shall sing to you, shall sing 
to your name, O Most High! 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, who govern all things, 
both in heaven and on earth, mercifully hear the pleading 
of your people and bestow your peace on our times. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Hebrews 7:1-3, 15-17; Psalm 110:1-4; 

Mark 3:1-6 

Another time he went into the synagogue, and a man 
with a shrivelled hand was there. Some of them were 
looking for a reason to accuse Jesus, so they watched him 
closely to see if he would heal him on the Sabbath. Jesus 
said to the man with the withered hand, Stand up in front of 
everyone. Then Jesus asked them, Which is lawful on the 
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Sabbath: to do good or to do evil, to save life or to kill? 
But they remained silent. He looked round at them in 
anger and, deeply distressed at their stubborn hearts, said 
to the man, Stretch out your hand. He stretched it out, and 
his hand was completely restored. Then the Pharisees 
went out and began to plot with the Herodians how they 
might kill Jesus. (Mark 3: 1-6) 

Christ’s anger In the First Letter of St John, God is 
defined as Love. God is Love, St John writes (4:16). This 
has been understood by some to mean that God is never 
angry. JJe is pure benevolence. Over the years I have 
noticed that among some — indeed many — there is a 
great reluctance to speak of God in any terms other than 
love. Now, of course, God is indeed love, for this is 
revealed. But we must be careful lest our notion of “love” 
be not just an expression of the mixed and imperfect 
character of human love. For instance, a love of a parent 
for her child that simply gives things to the child without 
regard for the child’s true benefit is scarcely true love. In 
this sense “benevolence” cannot be regarded as 
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synonymous with true “love”. Love must be morally 
upright and concerned for the beloved’s true interests, 
which is to say above all for his moral good. One of the 
notions of God which John Henry Newman attacked during 
the rise of the Oxford Movement was that God is purely 
“benevolent”. Such a notion implies, of course, that God 
cannot be angry — meaning that it cannot be admitted that 
he punishes wrongdoing. Hell, then, is an impossibility 
because a notion of God that allows this would fly in the 
face of what we take to be essential to his divine nature. 
This philosophical and theological assumption re-interprets 
radically all the instances in the Old Testament of the wrath 
of God. The “wrath” of God is said to be an 
anthropomorphism, an attribution to God of human 
limitations. Now, there is no denying that in some, perhaps 
many, cases in Scripture where God is described, the 
images used are analogies that include human limitations. 
But the wrath of God in response to deliberate and gross 
sin is too prominent a feature of Scripture to be dismissed 
in this way. The prophets speak often of it, and major 
historical events (such as the destruction of Jerusalem) are 
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accounted for by it. God is revealed in the history of his 
chosen people to be full of love and yet “angry” at 
deliberate sin. He will not accept sin and allow it to go 
unpunished. Deliberate and obstinate sin provokes his 
“wrath” — which means his righteous judgment on sin. 

The love of God hardly needs to be stressed in theory 
(though in practice it needs stressing), but the anger of God 
does need to be stressed both in theory and in practice. 
There is a further glib assumption. It is that the Old 
Testament portrays a God of anger (which notion is 
assumed to be basically an anthropomorphism), while the 
New Testament portrays a God of love. But no, and our 
Gospel scene today is but one example of the anger of the 
God of the New Testament in the face of deliberate sin. 
Both the love of God and his anger are revealed in Jesus 
Christ, the Son of God made man. Christ finds himself in 
the synagogue with the man with the shrivelled hand, and 
encircling him like vultures are his enemies watching if he 
will do something they can claim to be reprehensible, such 
as curing on the Sabbath. Their sinful blindness before the 
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all-holy Christ is evident. How does our Lord react? 
Consider our text: “ Then Jesus asked them, Which is lawful 
on the Sabbath: to do good or to do evil, to save life or to 
kill? But they remained silent. He looked round at them in 
anger and, deeply distressed at their stubborn hearts, said 
to the man, Stretch out your hand. He stretched it out, and 
his hand was completely restored ” (Mark 3: 1-6). Christ, 
we read in the inspired text, was angry. It was not an anger 
arising from personal affront for we see throughout the 
Gospels his personal humility. He did not get angry at his 
treatment during his Passion. He was angry here in our 
scene today “at their stubborn hearts .” It was an anger 
springing from love for the good and a profound concern at 
what the leaders were doing to themselves and to others by 
their own sinful blindness. Christ was angry. On one 
occasion he entered the Temple and seeing the rampant 
disrespect for the House of his heavenly Father, he was 
angry. He threw them all out of the Temple with a whip 
and insisted on reverence and prayer. We remember that 
God threw Satan and the demons out of Heaven. St Paul 
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writes that Christ is the image of the unseen God. God is 
angered by deliberate and obstinate sin. 

Let us live in the love of God as revealed in Christ, 
and let us fear lest by sin we offend the all-holy God. No 
one in all the Scriptures spoke as much on Hell as Christ 
did. It is the ultimate result of incurring the wrath of God. 
God loves holiness and he hates sin. He loves the sinner, 
and goes to immense length at great personal cost to save 
him from sin. But if this is refused and sin is chosen then 
what is left is the anger of God — that is, his righteous 
judgment. Let us keep these ultimate and awesome realities 
constantly before us as we make our way in union with 
Jesus to our homeland in heaven. 

-- 
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Thursday of the Second Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 66 (65): 4 All the earth shall bow 
down before you, O God, and shall sing to you, shall sing 
to your name, O Most High! 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, who govern all things, 
both in heaven and on earth, mercifully hear the pleading 
of your people and bestow your peace on our times. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Hebrews 7:25—8:6; Psalm 40:7-10, 17; 

Mark 3:7-12 

Jesus withdrew toward the sea with his disciples. A 
large number of people followed from Galilee and from 
Judea. Hearing what he was doing, a large number of 
people came to him also from Jerusalem, from Idumea, 
from beyond the Jordan, and from the neighbourhood of 
Tyre and Sidon. He told his disciples to have a boat ready 
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for him because of the crowd, so that they would not crush 
him. He had cured many and, as a result, those who had 
diseases were pressing upon him to touch him. And 
whenever unclean spirits saw him they would fall down 
before him and shout, “You are the Son of God. ” He 
warned them sternly not to make him known. (Mark 
3:7-12) 

Christ’s authority In our Gospel passage today our 
Lord is drawing large crowds of people from all over the 
country and beyond. They come from Galilee and Judea 
including Jerusalem, but also from Idumea, from beyond 
the Jordan and from the area of Tyre and Sidon. His 
holiness and his spiritual power were an immense magnet 
to the poor, the afflicted, and to those who yearned for 
God. The press of the crowds was considerable and so our 
Lord arranged to speak to the crowds from a boat. There is 
a detail at the end of our Gospel passage which we ought 
note, for it could be regarded as the punchline of the 
passage. It is the utterance of the demons. The devils in 
their helplessness “ would fall down before him and shout, 
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‘You are the Son of God. ’ He warned them sternly not to 
make him known ” (Mark 3:7-12). In contemplating this 
scene we cannot but think of the authority and power of 
Christ. He towers above the demonic world as one who is 
unassailable. The demons are helpless before him, and 
without having been told, they divine that he is the Son of 
God. We do not know just what the devils knew of the 
mystery of the Blessed Trinity, nor do we know to what 
extent they knew of the Incarnation. During his retreat in 
the desert before his public ministry began, Satan tempted 
him by saying, “If you are the Son of God....” His words 
begin with “if’. Satan may not have been at all certain that 
this man before him was actually the Son of God — he 
may have surmised it and could have been testing his own 
guess. As I say, he begins his dialogue with Who 
knows! The devils in our scene today were also at least 
surmising the truth about our Lord and were openly 
“letting the cat out of the bag,” as we might say. What do 
the words of the devils show us? They point to the awful 
spiritual power Christ radiated, especially over the 
underworld. There was and had been no one like him. 
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The second detail to be reflected on is Christ’s 
response. The devils helplessly taunt our Lord with their 
shouts about his true identity — perhaps childishly 
accusing our Lord of having an unfair advantage! Consider 
our Lord’s response. “He warned them sternly not to make 
him known.” We may presume that the demons in question 
here observed the warning for fear of the consequences. 
Again, we think of our Lord’s authority and power. We 
remember how, on another occasion in the Decapolis 
region, our Lord cast out many demons from one 
unfortunate person (“our name is Legion, for there are 
many of us”), and the demons who were cast out pleaded 
with our Lord that he permit them to go into the herd of 
pigs and not be dismissed from the region (and perhaps 
back into Hell). Exercising a certain kindness to them, our 
Lord gave them leave. The point I would make, though, is 
that the devils feared what our Lord might command them 
to do. On this occasion of our Gospel scene today he 
warned them not to make him known. They would have 
known that a warning from Christ was to be respected — 
or else! Consider too the fact that our Lord did not want to 
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be known for who he really was. No one beyond the Holy 
Family at Nazareth knew who he really was during those 
thirty years of his presence there — that he was the Son of 
God. During his public ministry it was something he was 
only gradually revealing, and in large measure he was 
leaving the revelation of it to his heavenly Father. We 
remember how when Simon told our Lord that he was the 
Christ, the Son of the living God, our Lord pointed out that 
this insight had been given to him by his heavenly Father. 
So then, Christ did not want it known as yet. Why? We are 
not told. The important thing to take note of in Christ’s 
words is that God’s will is to be our guide, and not our own 
notions as to what is and will be best. 

Let us contemplate the holiness and authority of 
Christ, who teaches the truth to the crowds, who is 
acknowledged by the demons, and who is the centre of the 
world and of all human history. Let us choose Jesus, 
giving our hearts and minds to him. The question of our 
secular age is, “Where is God? I can’t see him!” We can 
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point to the man Jesus who lived once and who lives now. 
Where is God? There he is! Let us take our part with him. 

-- 
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Friday of the Second Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 66 (65):4 All the earth shall bow 
down before you, O God, and shall sing to you, shall sing 
to your name, O Most High! 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, who govern all things, 
both in heaven and on earth, mercifully hear the pleading 
of your people and bestow your peace on our times. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Hebrews 8:6-13; Psalm 85:8, 10-14; 

Mark 3:13-19 

Jesus went up the mountain and summoned those 
whom he wanted and they came to him. He appointed 
Twelve, whom he also named Apostles, that they might be 
with him and he might send them forth to preach and to 
have authority to drive out demons: He appointed the 
Twelve: Simon, whom he named Peter; James, son of 
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Zebedee, and John the brother of James, whom he named 
Boanerges, that is, sons of thunder; Andrew, Philip, 
Bartholomew, Matthew, Thomas, James the son of 
Alphaeus; Thaddeus, Simon the Cananean, and Judas 
Iscariot who betrayed him. (Mark 3:13-19) 

Christ and the Church Some time back there was a 
television series on the work of Christ, considered as an 
event of history. In the series, Christ’s work was 
continually referred to as a “movement”. The sense of this 
was that the Christianity intended by Christ had practically 
no structures but was simply the effect on men of his 
personal influence. His message, his example, and the 
power of his personality inspired individuals and 
communities to embrace his teaching and to influence 
others to do the same. The resultant movement as shaped 
by circumstances and men’s convictions was and is 
Christianity. The experts who were interviewed during its 
episodes put little store on what was a central creation of 
Christ, his Church. This, the Church, they seemed to 
interpret as something of an accident. But in fact, by 
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formal intent Christ established a definite Church, and he 
called it just that - his “Church”. When Simon gave our 
Lord his magnificent answer to the question of who Jesus 
was, our Lord told him that he, Simon, would be the rock 
of his “Church.” So he was establishing a Church, and 
clearly he intended to entrust to his Church the fruits of his 
work for man’s redemption and sanctification. Before 
ascending to heaven he told them, “7 shall be with you till 
the end of the age.” So he would remain in the Church till 
the end. Well now, in our Gospel today (Mark 3:13-19) we 
see our Lord taking the early steps to form his Church. 
Among his many disciples he “ summoned those whom he 
wanted and they came to him” He then “ appointed Twelve, 
whom he also named Apostles .” His Church, so essential 
to bringing his work of redemption to all, would be one and 
apostolic. It would be forever founded on his Apostles, his 
“ambassadors” or “envoys”. The Church of the ages was 
beginning to receive its enduring structure. 

Nothing and no person stands between us and Christ. 
But the Person of Christ, his teaching and the redemption 
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won for us by him, is not brought to us by a free-wheeling 
movement of men and women with deep convictions about 
him. Christ founded a Church to do this, a body that had at 
its head the Apostles with their specific roles. What these 
were would become more and more evident as time went 
on and as the Spirit of Jesus gradually made clear. In our 
Gospel passage today, we see the beginnings of the Church 
which would be born into life at Pentecost by the power of 
the Holy Spirit. Here in our passage today, Christ appoints 
the Twelve with Simon heading the list. Christ named him 
Peter, the Rock. The Christian who loves the living Christ 
and who wishes to serve him must consider very carefully 
Christ’s plan in appointing the Twelve as his Apostles. 
Where is that Church now, that he was forming then? It is 
there that Christ is to be found with all the heavenly 
blessings he came to bestow on sinful man. That Church 
subsists in the Church of the successors of the Apostles and 
the successor of Peter. The successor of St Peter is the 
Bishop of Rome, the Pope of the day. The successors of 
the Twelve are the Bishops in communion with the Bishop 
of Rome, the Pope of the day. Loving Christ includes 
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loving what Christ planned, loved and instituted. Taking 
our stand with Christ means taking our stand with the 
Apostles whom he appointed in order “ that they might be 
with him and he might send them forth to preach and to 
have authority to drive out demons.^ For many years we 
have been hearing some say, “Christ yes, the Church no.” 
It cannot be like that, because that is not how Christ 
intended it. Christ intended to be preached by those whom 
he appointed and by the Church which he founded, with 
the structure he gave to it. He intended his power to 
combat Satan to be exercised by those he appointed. If we 
love Christ we must consider with the utmost seriousness 
the question of where Christ is to be found. He is not 
found simply in free-wheeling movements. He is found in 
the Church he instituted. The question is, where is that 
Church? 

The claim of the Catholic Church has always been 
that she is that Church. Christ’s Church subsists in the 
Catholic Church, the Church of Peter and the Twelve. She 
is the body of Christ her head. She is the spouse of Christ 
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the Bridegroom. The Church’s members are sinful, as 
were the Apostles themselves — though many attain 
outstanding holiness as did the Apostles, except for Judas 
Iscariot. But the point here is that where the Church is, 
there abides the Redeemer of man. Let us then grow in a 
profound appreciation of the place of the Church in our 
Christian calling, and let us never in our minds disconnect 
the Church from Christ. 


Vb»©«dv 
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Saturday of the Second Week of Ordinary Time 


Entrance Antiphon Ps 66 (65): 4 All the earth shall bow 
down before you, O God, and shall sing to you, shall sing 
to your name, O Most High! 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, who govern all things, 
both in heaven and on earth, mercifully hear the pleading 
of your people and bestow your peace on our times. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Hebrews 9:2-3, 11-14; Psalm 47:2-3, 6-9; 

Mark 3:20-21 

Jesus came with his disciples into the house. Again 
the crowd gathered, making it impossible for them even to 
eat. When his relatives heard of this they set out to seize 
him, for they said, “He is out of his mind. ” (Mark 3:20-21) 

Christ’s love Our Gospel scene takes us into what 
may have been a typical day in much of our Lord’s public 
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ministry. He and his disciples were given over to intense 
and unending work. We are told that on this day our Lord 
came with his disciples into the house, possibly to have a 
respite and to have something to eat. Indeed, the problem 
of getting something to eat is specifically mentioned. But 
the crowds followed him and there was no respite at all, 
with people thronging in and listening to him, possibly 
asking him questions, and presumably making countless 
requests. They did not have a minute to themselves, not 
even to catch a bite to eat. We might imagine a few of our 
Lord’s band attempting to chew something, standing. The 
fact that our Lord’s “relatives” were saying that “he is 
beside himself’ would suggest that the great press of the 
crowds was due to our Lord giving himself entirely to 
them. Nothing was holding him back in his gift of himself 
to them in his work. The crowds knew he loved them 
profoundly and was full of compassion for their burdens. 
This comes through time and again in the Gospels. From 
the point of view of the crowds, here they had before them 
a profoundly holy man with unheard of power before God. 
He taught with absolute authority and wielded authority 
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over nature and the demonic world as well. He could do 
anything for them and he seemed to them to be entirely 
accessible. The intensity of his work and the scale of his 
availability shows the love behind our Lord’s ministry. It 
seemed to his relatives that he was “beside himself’, or 
“out of his mind” (Mark 3:20-21). A modern saint often 
spoke of being mad with love for God and for all others in 
God. The exemplar of this is Jesus and we have evidence 
of it in today’s Gospel. 

But there are further implications in our brief Gospel 
today. Consider the ease with which our Lord’s relatives 
presumed to set out to restrain him, saying “He is out of his 
mind.” It suggests that during our Lord’s thirty years at 
Nazareth he was remarkably humble, unassuming, and 
very much part of his family circle and town. Our Lord 
was unique in the greatness of his Person, but he did not 
show it during those years. One senses from this reaction 
of his relatives that, while they would have recognized the 
goodness of his Person and that of his mother and 
foster-father, his goodness did not impose itself on them. 
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They were in no way cowered by it. They were not awed 
by their now-eminent relative. Indeed, our brief Gospel 
today suggests that they took him somewhat for granted, 
and this in turn suggests that our Lord accepted this attitude 
to him during those hidden years at Nazareth. How like so 
many family and community situations this is! Our Lord 
once said that a prophet is never accepted as such among 
his own. He had been a hidden Messiah, and his bursting 
on the public scene was the utmost surprise to his 
townspeople and to his relatives — with the exception of 
Mary his mother. All of this reminds us how truly, how 
authentically incarnated he, the second divine Person of the 
Holy Trinity, really was. God became man. As man, he 
subjected himself to all the normal laws of human and 
social life. He was God-with-us, with us in every way, 
with the exception of having personal sin. Christ on one 
occasion described his heart: it was meek and humble. 
Nazareth illustrates how this was so. The contrast between 
his hidden and very human years at Nazareth and his 
spectacular public ministry as described in our Gospel 
today was striking. 
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Let us think of this divine Christ who was so very 
human. Our brief Gospel scene shows Jesus pouring 
himself out in love for his fellow-man in unremittingly 
intense work. Those who had known him all along in his 
family circle thought he was beside himself, out of his 
mind. Christ wishes to give himself to each of us with 
equal love and generosity. Let us ask for his grace and his 
love. Let us accept his invitation to come to him and learn 
from him for he is meek and humble of heart, and we shall 
find rest for our souls. 
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Third Sunday of Ordinary Time 


Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 96 (95): 1, 6 O sing a new 
song to the Lord; sing to the Lord, all the earth. In his 
presence are majesty and splendour, strength and honour in 
his holy place. 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, direct our actions 
according to your good pleasure, that in the name of your 
beloved Son we may abound in good works. Through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Nehemiah 8:2-6, 8-10; Psalm 19:8-10, 15; 

1 Corinthians 12:12-30; Luke 1:1-4; 4:14-21 

Since many have undertaken to compile a narrative of 
the events that have been fulfilled among us, just as those 
who were eyewitnesses from the beginning and ministers of 
the word have handed them down to us, I too have decided, 
after investigating everything accurately anew, to write it 
down in an orderly sequence for you, most excellent 
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Theophilus, so that you may realize the certainty of the 
teachings you have received. Jesus returned to Galilee in 
the power of the Spirit, and news of him spread throughout 
the whole region. He taught in their synagogues and was 
praised by all. He came to Nazareth, where he had grown 
up, and went according to his custom into the synagogue 
on the sabbath day. He stood up to read and was handed a 
scroll of the prophet Isaiah. He unrolled the scroll and 
found the passage where it was written: The Spirit of the 
Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring glad 
tidings to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim liberty to 
captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the 
oppressed go free, and to proclaim a year acceptable to the 
Lord. Rolling up the scroll, he handed it back to the 
attendant and sat down, and the eyes of all in the 
synagogue looked intently at him. He said to them, “Today 
this Scripture passage is fulfilled in your hearing. ” (Luke 
1:1-4; 4:14-21) 

Realize the facts! Our Gospel passage today begins 
with the introductory words of Luke’s Gospel in which he 
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makes it clear that he intends providing the reader with an 
ordered history of his subject. That is his chosen project. 
He mentions that “many” have drawn up an account of the 
events of Jesus as told by eyewitnesses and preachers of 
the word (Luke 1:1-4). That alone suggests that what was 
expected in the infant Church was a presentation of actual 
facts as narrated by eyewitnesses, and that many had 
indeed attempted to provide this. So the early Church 
expected accounts of Jesus Christ to be factual. There was 
no place for myths and fanciful legends. Luke tells us that 
he has carefully gone over everything from the beginning 
— presumably by examining existing accounts, many of 
which may have been incomplete and piecemeal. He has 
investigated their truth, done his own careful research, and 
written up an ordered and reliable account. He wants to 
provide Theophilus (i.e., the one loved by God) with an 
account of Jesus Christ that is systematic and certain. We 
are being assured by Luke that our faith in Jesus the 
Saviour is based on historical certainties. This care to 
present facts is illustrated in our Gospel passage today. 
Luke begins by describing the broad sweep of our Lord’s 
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activity in simple terms: “ Jesus returned to Galilee in the 
power of the Spirit, and news of him spread throughout the 
whole region. He taught in their synagogues and was 
praised by air (Luke 4:14). Simple facts are given. But 
Luke then goes beyond this general picture to a detailed 
description of our Lord in the synagogue of Nazareth 
announcing his mission. Luke may have given us these 
picturesque details because of the importance of the event. 
“He came to Nazareth, where he had grown up, and went 
according to his custom into the synagogue on the sabbath 
day. He stood up to read and was handed a scroll of the 
prophet Isaiah. He unrolled the scroll and found the 
passage where it was written: The Spirit of the Lord is 
upon me, because he has anointed me to bring glad tidings 
to the poor ” (Luke 4:14-21). Plenty of personal details are 
given. It is very easy to imagine. Our Lord enters the 
synagogue and takes his place. He stands up to read, he 
goes forward and he is handed the scroll of the prophet 
Isaiah. He unrolls the scroll, finds the passage, reads it, 
hands it back to the attendant, sits down and gives his 
sensational address. It is intriguing that Luke does not 
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bother to provide us with a detailed description of Jesus’ 
own person. But so be it — nor did the other evangelists. 

Christ states that Isaiah’s prophecy is being fulfilled 
before their very eyes. The one whom Isaiah prophesied so 
long before — the people of Nazareth can see him before 
them now. Let us immerse ourselves in St Luke’s detailed 
description of Jesus here. Let us be filled with a sense of 
the facts as described. This is one way to read the Gospels, 
and to come to a personal knowledge of Jesus Christ. It is 
a method recommended by many saints, such as St Ignatius 
Loyola in his Spiritual Exercises. The Person of Jesus 
stands forth as vivid and as very real. Placing ourselves in 
the presence of Jesus by means of our prayerful memory, 
let us contemplate him. We are among his disciples in the 
synagogue, gazing on his wonderful Person. He reads the 
prophecy that “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because 
he has anointed me to bring glad tidings to the poor. He 
has sent me to proclaim liberty to captives and recovery of 
sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go free, and to 
proclaim a year acceptable to the Lord ” (Luke 4:14-21). 
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Isaiah was pointing to a Messiah who would be Saviour to 
the poor, the blind, the oppressed and to those who lack 
freedom. This is the condition of the world considered in 
itself and as unreconciled with God. Its blindness, its 
spiritual and moral poverty, its state of oppression is 
ultimately due to sin and it is by dealing with sin that the 
Messiah would bring true freedom to man. Our Lord 
announces to his own townspeople that he is the long 
expected Messiah and his mission would be to save. 
Hearing his words in our hearts, let us renew in our hearts 
our profession of that fundamental article of the Apostles’ 
and Nicene Creeds: 7 believe in Jesus Christ his only Son 
our Lord. I believe in Jesus the Messiah, the anointed One, 
the One who is filled with the Holy Spirit and who gives 
the Holy Spirit to those who believe in him. He is the One 
who takes away the sin of the world. He is the promised 
One who establishes God’s kingdom on earth, that 
kingdom which will never end and which we are called to 
live in and live for. 
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One of the problems of modem culture is the 
difficulty people have in regarding the things of God as 
real. The Supernatural is an object of scepticism. In 
relation to the Supernatural there now prevails, as we might 
put it, a hermeneutic of suspicion. We must acquire the 
conviction that the bedrock reality in our lives is Jesus. We 
need to gain a personal realization of the content of 
revealed religion. Jesus Christ is the Messiah, the only 
One who brings to man all heavenly blessings intended for 
us by God. He is God the Son made man, the Saviour of 
the world. 

Further reading : The Catechism of the Catholic Church, 
no.430-440 (Jesus, the Christ [the anointed one]) 

-- 
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Monday of the Third Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 96 (95): 1,6 O sing a new song 
to the Lord; sing to the Lord, all the earth. In his presence 
are majesty and splendour, strength and honour in his holy 
place. 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, direct our actions 
according to your good pleasure, that in the name of your 
beloved Son we may abound in good works. Through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Hebrews 9:15, 24-28; Psalm 98:1-6; 

Mark 3:22-30 

The scribes who had come from Jerusalem said of 
Jesus, “He is possessed by Beelzebul, ” and “By the prince 
of demons he drives out demons. ” Summoning them, he 
began to speak to them in parables, “How can Satan drive 
out Satan? If a kingdom is divided against itself, that 
kingdom cannot stand. And if a house is divided against 
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itself, that house will not be able to stand. And if Satan has 
risen up against himself and is divided, he cannot stand; 
that is the end of him. But no one can enter a strong man’s 
house to plunder his property unless he first ties up the 
strong man. Then he can plunder his house. Amen, I say 
to you, all sins and all blasphemies that people utter will be 
forgiven them. But whoever blasphemes against the Holy 
Spirit will never have forgiveness, but is guilty of an 
everlasting sin. ” For they had said, “He has an unclean 
spirit (Mark 3:22-30) 

Christ and Satan There are a few striking things to 
be observed in our Gospel text today. Ultimately there are 
two opposing poles of reality and influence: good and evil, 
God and whatever is against God. We see this reflected in 
our Gospel scene today with the scribes on the one hand, 
and Christ on the other. Our Gospel scene opens with the 
scribes who had come from Jerusalem. They said of Jesus 
that he was possessed by Satan and in league with demons, 
and that this was the source of his power over the 
underworld. In other words, Jesus was a sorcerer. What a 
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wonder this is, that the religious leaders could say such a 
thing of the all-holy Christ, the One whom the very devils 
shouted out to be the Holy One of God, the One to whom 
Satan said, If you are the Son of God! That the scribes in 
their blindness said this of Christ shows the power and 
darkness of sin. Moreover, there is also this, that the 
scribes were in effect speaking of the Holy Spirit because 
our Lord goes on to say that “ whoever blasphemes against 
the Holy Spirit will never have forgiveness, but is guilty of 
an everlasting sin.’' 1 For they had said, “He has an unclean 
spirit ” (Mark 3:22-30). In saying that Christ was possessed 
of an unclean spirit, they were saying that the Holy Spirit 
was unclean. This was a most serious blasphemy against 
God the Holy Spirit. It must also have been a clear sin 
against the light, a sin against One whose goodness was 
plainly evident and a revelation of the Holy Spirit. It was a 
matter of awesome seriousness for our Lord states that 
“whoever blasphemes against the Holy Spirit will never 
have forgiveness, but is guilty of an everlasting sin.” By 
contrast with the scribes, consider the love which, in this 
very remark, our Lord showed for the Person of the Holy 
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Spirit. They insulted the Holy Spirit and blasphemed 
against him. Jesus loved the Holy Spirit, and warned in 
solemn fashion against all irreverence towards him. 

But we also have our Lord’s words on that dark being 
who is Satan. First of all, our Lord reminds us that Satan 
truly exists, which is something which those of our day do 
not take at all seriously. I remember when, many decades 
ago, Pope St Paul VI said that the smoke of Satan had 
entered sectors of the post-conciliar Church. His comment 
was reported in the media with mirth. The amusing thing 
for the media was the Pope’s speaking of Satan as a reality. 
But Christ repeatedly reminds us that he is real. In this 
very passage he implies that his great (but doomed) enemy 
is Satan. Moreover, our Lord seems to be implying that 
Satan works with intelligence and system. He works as a 
kingdom and as a household, with a certain unity in order 
to make progress: “If a kingdom is divided against itself, 
that kingdom cannot stand. And if a house is divided 
against itself that house will not be able to stand. And if 
Satan has risen up against himself and is divided, he 
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cannot stand; that is the end of him.’’'’ Satan knows this, and 
does not work as one who is divided. But — and this is the 
consoling addition to our Lord’s words — one stronger 
than he has arrived and he will tie up Satan and plunder his 
property. At the beginning of his public ministry our Lord 
was led into the desert by the Holy Spirit in order to 
encounter Satan. At that encounter Satan said that if he, 
Jesus, would worship him, he would give to him the 
kingdoms of the world, for they were his. As we think of 
the blood and mayhem perpetrated by Philip, by 
Alexander, by the Persian and Egyptian rulers, then by the 
Roman Caesars and their successors, to a great extent this 
may have been correct. However, the time was fulfilled 
and the Messiah had arrived. He was the King of kings, 
the Lord of lords, and he would tie up Satan and plunder 
his property. 

Our passage reminds us of sin and Satan on the one 
hand, and of Christ and the Holy Spirit on the other. Let us 
take our stand with Christ and ask of him an ever greater 
gift of the Holy Spirit so as to fight with him in combat 
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with Satan. There are two kingdoms, two households at 
war. The one is of Satan, the other of Christ. The result is 
a foregone conclusion. Let us make sure we fight with the 
stronger one wielding his weapons, and end up with the 
Victor. 

-- 


- 1063 - 





Tuesday of the Third Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 96 (95): 1, 6 O sing a new 
song to the Lord; sing to the Lord, all the earth. In his 
presence are majesty and splendour, strength and honour in 
his holy place. 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, direct our actions 
according to your good pleasure, that in the name of your 
beloved Son we may abound in good works. Through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Hebr. 10:1-10; Ps 40:2, 4ab, 7-8a, 10,11; 

Mark 3:31-35 

The mother of Jesus and his brothers arrived at the 
house. Standing outside, they sent word to Jesus and 
called him. A crowd seated around him told him, “Your 
mother and your brothers and your sisters are outside 
asking for you. ” But he said to them in reply, “Who are my 
mother and my brothers?” And looking around at those 
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seated in the circle he said, “Here are my mother and my 
brothers. For whoever does the will of God is my brother 
and sister and mother. ” (Mark 3:31-35) 

Will of God Our Gospel scene today provides us 
with a fascinating consideration. Our Lord’s “ mother and 
brothers ” arrive at the house where he is speaking, and we 
see from the next sentence that these included his “sisters.” 
Of course, we know that because Mary his mother was 
ever a virgin, these brethren of our Lord were not 
immediate blood brothers and sisters, but relatives within 
the wider family. They were somewhat importunate in this 
scene, and undoubtedly these relatives with whom he had 
grown up were a mixed lot. There is no reason to think 
that in general they were anything other than ordinary 
people with typical foibles and faults. The outstanding 
exception to this was, of course, Mary the mother of Jesus, 
whose holiness, while limited, was both complete and ever 
advancing. There had been also Joseph her holy husband, 
now dead. Mary was full of grace and no sin ever touched 
her. Here we have in our Gospel scene today the picture of 
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our Lord’s relatives asking to see him. Let us think of our 
Lord and Mary his mother, both persons of incomparable 
holiness, living as members of a very imperfect wider 
family and social circle. They lived truly immersed in and 
part of their family and social situation. In Christ’s case it 
was part and parcel of becoming man. His incarnation was 
genuine. There is a great lesson in this for all of us. Very 
often there is so much that is unsatisfactory and frustrating 
in the situation in which the providence of God and our 
own decisions have placed us. The attitudes, temperament 
and behaviour of those around us as well as our own 
personal decisions often make up a very imperfect life 
situation for us. We may be tempted to think, if only I 
were part of a reality that is very, very different. If only I 
could leave my situation. Those greener pastures! But let 
us take inspiration from our Lord’s acceptance of and 
immersion in his own social ambient. It is where God and 
our circumstances have placed us that we are called to live 
out our vocation, whatever it may be. The thought of Jesus 
and Mary rooted in and part of the reality of their wider 
very ordinary family can help us in this. 
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In our Gospel, our Lord himself comments on what it 
means to be his brothers and sisters. How wonderful, we 
might tend to think, to have been a member of our Lord’s 
wider family and to have known him all those years of his 
growth to maturity! Indeed, the thought of the Holy Family 
at Nazareth, the immediate family of Jesus involving Mary 
and his foster-father Joseph, has provided Christian souls 
with unending inspiration. But of course we are looking on 
our Lord’s Person with the eyes of faith which Mary and 
Joseph had to perfection, but which our Lord’s wider circle 
of relatives did not have during those years. This wider 
circle did not know that their relative was God the Son. 
The point to be appreciated here, though, is that if every 
day we determine to do the will of God, Christ will regard 
us as his brother and his sister and his mother. Our Gospel 
scene today gives our Lord’s response to the news of his 
relatives waiting outside. “He said to them in reply, ‘Who 
are my mother and my brothers?’ And looking around at 
those seated in the circle he said, ‘Here are my mother and 
my brothers. For whoever does the will of God is my 
brother and sister and mother (Mark 3:31-35). Those in 
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front of him listening to his words won his love. They 
were listening to the word of God and desired to put it into 
practice. They were part of our Lord’s true family, his 
brothers and sisters in God his heavenly Father. If God’s 
will is the guide of our life, Christ will unite us to himself 
far more intimately than he did the wider natural family 
circle that became his when he was born into this world. 
Mary his mother was sinless. Joseph his foster-father was 
very, very holy. This has been the tradition and the 
teaching of the Church, and is therefore absolutely true. 
We learn from our Lord’s remarks in today’s passage that 
the truest basis of the union with our Lord enjoyed by 
Mary and Joseph at Nazareth was their holiness and 
commitment to the will of God. We can share in this union 
if we, like them, make the will of God our life. 

Let us accept our situation in life as that which the 
providence of God has permitted or arranged, resolving to 
make the very best of it and to do the work of God right 
where we are. Our inspiration for this is our Lord himself. 
Let us not be forever pining after greener pastures. Christ 
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was immersed in and part of a very particular situation with 
all its foibles and limitations. Likewise his holy mother 
lived her life in this mixed and limited reality. Our daily 
aim in the life situation in which we are placed should be 
to do the will of God precisely where we are, with all its 
frustrations. Let us sanctify ourselves and the reality in 
which we have been placed. If we do this we shall be true 
brothers and sisters of Christ, our Brother and our God. 

-- 
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Wednesday of the Third Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 96 (95): 1, 6 O sing a new song 
to the Lord; sing to the Lord, all the earth. In his presence 
are majesty and splendour, strength and honour in his holy 
place. 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, direct our actions 
according to your good pleasure, that in the name of your 
beloved Son we may abound in good works. Through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Hebrews 10:11-18; Psalm 110:1, 2, 3, 4; 

Mark 4:1-20 

On another occasion, Jesus began to teach by the sea. 
A very large crowd gathered around him so that he got into 
a boat on the sea and sat down. And the whole crowd was 
beside the sea on land. And he taught them at length in 
parables, and in the course of his instruction he said to 
them, “Hear this! A sower went out to sow. And as he 
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sowed, some seed fell on the path, and the birds came and 
ate it up. Other seed fell on rocky ground where it had 
little soil. It sprang up at once because the soil was not 
deep. And when the sun rose, it was scorched and it 
withered for lack of roots. Some seed fell among thorns, 
and the thorns grew up and choked it and it produced no 
grain. And some seed fell on rich soil and produced fruit. 
It came up and grew and yielded thirty, sixty, and a 
hundredfold. ” He added, “Whoever has ears to hear 
ought to hear. ” And when he was alone, those present 
along with the Twelve questioned him about the parables. 
He answered them, “The mystery of the Kingdom of God 
has been granted to you. But to those outside everything 
comes in parables, so that they may look and see but not 
perceive, and hear and listen but not understand, in order 
that they may not be converted and be forgiven. ” Jesus 
said to them, “Do you not understand this parable? Then 
how will you understand any of the parables? The sower 
sows the word. These are the ones on the path where the 
word is sown. As soon as they hear, Satan comes at once 
and takes away the word sown in them. And these are the 
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ones sown on rocky ground who, when they hear the word, 
receive it at once with joy. But they have no roots; they 
last only for a time. Then when tribulation or persecution 
comes because of the word, they quickly fall away. Those 
sown among thorns are another sort. They are the people 
who hear the word, but worldly anxiety, the lure of riches, 
and the craving for other things intrude and choke the 
word, and it bears no fruit. But those sown on rich soil are 
the ones who hear the word and accept it and bear fruit 
thirty and sixty and a hundredfold. ” (Mark 4:1-20) 

Divine grace There have been many great teachers 
in the history of the world and they have come from East 
and West. In the Ancient World we think of the 
philosophers Socrates, Plato and Aristotle. We think 
perhaps of Cicero and even Marcus Aurelius. In religion 
we think of Zarathusthra, Buddha, Confucius, and centuries 
later, Mahomet. The Christian recognizes as standing out 
far above them all the figure of Jesus Christ, because of 
who he really was and the divine revelation he gave. But 
as we consider these various figures we notice how varied 
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are the genres they employed to communicate their 
respective doctrines. In respect to Christ, it is noteworthy 
how relatively simple and concrete is the medium of his 
teaching. He characteristically (but not exclusively) 
teaches by means of stories drawn from everyday life. The 
message conveyed is generally a simple one but pivotal for 
the life in God to which he was calling his hearers. The 
result is that his teaching is accessible to the world at large 
and will be so till the end of time. By contrast, let us 
consider the teaching of Aristotle, to take but one example. 
His philosophical thought is great, but how many read it? 
Christ did not present himself as a philosopher, even 
though his teaching has spawned a vast river of 
philosophical thought. His method of teaching is 
eminently simple. Our Gospel passage today is a case in 
point (Mark 4:1-20). Our Lord draws an illustration from 
the everyday life of the farming community in which he 
lived since his infancy and during his public ministry. It is 
the parable of the farmer going out to sow, and his seed 
falls on ground of uneven quality, and the crop that is 
produced varies accordingly. Two things are contemplated: 
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the power of the seed and the quality of the soil, though it 
is clear from the space given to these two components of 
the parable that our Lord’s primary focus is on the quality 
of the soil. 

Years ago when in my youth, a priest said that 
holiness is 99% due to the grace of God and 1% the result 
of our own efforts. But we must put in that 1%, and that 
1% is all that we have. On one occasion our Lord was 
asked which is the greatest commandment of the Law, and 
he replied that it is to love the Lord God with all our heart, 
soul, mind and strength. That’s the 1%, we might say. On 
another occasion our Lord was seated in the Temple and 
was watching various persons contributing to the Temple 
Treasury. The rich put in a considerable amount, and along 
came a poor widow who put in two very small coins. Our 
Lord summoned his disciples and, pointing out the widow 
to them, told them that she had put in more than all the 
others because she had contributed all she had to live on. 
She had given God all she had. That’s the 1% in the 
equation. That gift to God of our whole self is absolutely 
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essential to holiness, but even this is not sufficient — in 
fact it would not be possible without the action and aid of 
God. That is the other 99 % — it is the grace of God. 
Now, our Lord’s parable today of the sower going out to 
sow his seed features these two elements. The sower sows 
the word which is pregnant with God’s grace. The word 
and grace of God has a power that is without limit of itself, 
provided the one who receives the word is properly 
disposed. That proper disposition is symbolized in the soil 
which receives the seed of the word of God. If only we 
could be properly disposed! The saints show us what can 
happen if we receive the grace and revelation of God with 
generosity and perseverance. Above all, Mary the mother 
of God shows us what God can do in the human soul. God 
is almighty, and the only thing that can limit his work is the 
bad use of the freedom he has given us. For grace to 
produce its harvest, we must be good soil. 

Let us put our trust in the power of God and his grace. 
We believe in God the Almighty Father. Fie is almighty, 
and so he can lead us to sanctity. He can give us the mind 
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of Christ. We have failed, yes, but we must simply start 
again, putting our faith in the power of God. We start 
again and again, determined to receive well the word and 
the grace of God that is constantly available to us in the 
ministry and Sacraments of the Church. Let us determine 
to do this with perseverance, never losing heart. God will 
do his work. 
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Thursday of the Third Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 96 (95): 1, 6 O sing a new song 
to the Lord; sing to the Lord, all the earth. In his presence 
are majesty and splendour, strength and honour in his holy 
place. 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, direct our actions 
according to your good pleasure, that in the name of your 
beloved Son we may abound in good works. Through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Hebrews 10: 19-25; Psalm 23; 

Mark 4:21-25 

Jesus said to them, Do you bring in a lamp to put it 
under a bowl or a bed? Instead, don’t you put it on its 
stand? For whatever is hidden is meant to be disclosed, 
and whatever is concealed is meant to be brought out into 
the open. If anyone has ears to hear, let him hear. 
Consider carefully what you hear, he continued. With the 
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measure you use, it will be measured to you — and even 
more. Whoever has will be given more; whoever does not 
have, even what he has will be taken from him. (Mark 
4:21-25) 

The gaze of God As is fairly well known, A1 
Capone (1899-1947) was an American gangster who has 
become iconic of the criminal mobster. He led a crime 
syndicate in the United States Prohibition era. His 
organization was dedicated to smuggling and bootlegging 
liquor, and other illegal activities such as prostitution, 
especially in Chicago during the 1920s up to about 1931. 
The son of Italian immigrants and one of a large family, he 
showed promise as a student, but disliked the rules of his 
strict parochial Catholic school. He dropped out of school 
at the age of 14, after being expelled for hitting a female 
teacher in the face. He worked at odd jobs around 
Brooklyn, and was influenced by gangster Johnny Torrio, 
whom he came to regard as a mentor. He graduated from 
one small gang to the next in power, and married early. He 
moved up progressively within the criminal underworld 
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and gang wars, and by the Prohibition Era he controlled 
large portions of the Chicago underworld. This provided 
his organization with millions of dollars a year in revenue, 
generated through numerous illegal enterprises such as 
gambling, prostitution and especially the sale of liquor. He 
was often the object of rival assassination attempts. 
Although the matter is disputed, it is believed that Capone 
masterminded the 1929 Saint Valentine’s Day Massacre in 
the Lincoln Park neighbourhood on Chicago’s North Side, 
in retaliation against a rival gang. Finally in 1931 Capone 
was indicted for income tax evasion and various violations 
of the Prohibition Act at the Chicago Federal Building. It 
led to his imprisonment and the end of his sordid career. 
On his final release he was a broken man, finally dying of a 
stroke in 1947 in his Florida home, surrounded by his 
family. So there we have a man whose life was given over 
to crime. He was a force for evil. What was a factor in his 
keeping to this course? One factor was that he continually 
thought he could get away with it. His evil-doing was 
surrounded with secrecy and various forms of self¬ 
protection against all enforcement of law. He did not think 


- 1079 - 



that what he was doing would come to light and that he 
would have to render an account before those who had 
power to impose sanctions. This is the story of much of 
life, and where there is no perceived likelihood or threat of 
legal penalties, people think they will be able to “get away 
with it.”. 

I suppose most people accept that they had better obey 
the law, because if they do not, they will get caught sooner 
or later. It is just not worth it to break the law, for their 
misdemeanour will come to light. If they speed while 
driving on the roads, the cameras will catch them. This 
threat of sanctions keeps society in order, for when there is 
no fear of the law, society will become lawless. But much 
more fundamentally, a great many people do not fear the 
Divine Lawgiver. They do not see him, nor hear him, nor 
do they see for themselves what happens hereafter to those 
who do not obey his laws. Such people just die, and that is 
the end of their story. So we pass on to the next stage of 
life, without a thought of what had happened to them and 
of what will happen to us when we, in like manner, pass 
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on. But what a difference to life it would make if we kept 
in mind that sooner or later all our secret deeds — and A1 
Capone thought his deeds were hidden from the law — will 
be brought to light before the ultimate Tribunal. As a 
matter of fact, God sees all. He sees our most secret 
thoughts, hears our shortest words and whispers, and as the 
Creator and Father of all observes all that we think, say or 
do. We stand before his gaze continually — indeed, he 
sustains our entire being. He sustains us while we flout 
him in, say, evil thoughts, thoughts that are profoundly 
against his holy will. This is the mystery and the horror of 
God having created free beings, whether angelic or human. 
They are able, because free, to sin — and during their sins, 
it is the all-holy God who not only observes them but 
sustains them in their very being. Let us not be deceived. 
We shall not get away with it. I mentioned the sorry case 
of All Capone, one of countless bad men who could be 
cited. But then there is the extraordinary case of Judas 
Iscariot. We read in the Gospel of St John that after Christ 
publicly announced the doctrine of the holy Eucharist and 
lost many of his disciples as a result, he stated that one of 
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the Twelve was a devil (John 6:70). Judas did not leave 
Jesus Christ, as did many other disciples — he just stayed 
on in his secret unbelief. He was, in his heart, a liar and 
began a course of hatred for Christ. Pope Benedict XVI 
once expressed the opinion (August 27, 2012, Angelus) 
that Judas nurtured the desire for revenge against Jesus for 
not fulfilling his hopes of a political Messiah. The 
essential thing, though, was that Judas thought he could get 
away with it. He was oblivious to his blindness. 

All of this brings us to our Gospel today (Mark 4:21 - 
25), which can be interpreted in various senses and at 
various levels. Christ is plainly referring to his own 
teaching when he states that “ whatever is hidden is meant 
to be disclosed, and whatever is concealed is meant to be 
brought out into the open. If anyone has ears to hear, let 
him hear.” Still, let all of us remember that everything will 
be disclosed, all will be brought out into the open. 
Ominously, our Lord warns that “ Whoever has will be 
given more; whoever does not have, even what he has will 
be taken from him.” The Judgment of God is inevitable, 
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and every moment of life brings us closer to that awful 
moment. Let us not slip into thinking that we can “get 
away with it.” Instead, let us live constantly in the presence 
of our all-holy and all-loving Father, who, nevertheless, 
will be our Judge. 

-- 
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Friday of the Third Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 96 (95): 1, 6 O sing a new 
song to the Lord; sing to the Lord, all the earth. In his 
presence are majesty and splendour, strength and honour in 
his holy place. 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, direct our actions 
according to your good pleasure, that in the name of your 
beloved Son we may abound in good works. Through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Hebrews 10: 32-39; Psalm 36; 

Mark 4: 26-34 

Jesus said to the crowds: “This is how it is with the 
Kingdom of God; it is as if a man were to scatter seed on 
the land and would sleep and rise night and day and the 
seed would sprout and grow, he knows not how. Of its own 
accord the land yields fruit, first the blade, then the ear, 
then the full grain in the ear. And when the grain is ripe, 
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he wields the sickle at once, for the harvest has come. ” He 
said, “To what shall we compare the Kingdom of God, or 
what parable can we use for it? It is like a mustard seed 
that, when it is sown in the ground, is the smallest of all the 
seeds on the earth. But once it is sown, it springs up and 
becomes the largest of plants and puts forth large 
branches, so that the birds of the sky can dwell in its 
shade. ” With many such parables he spoke the word to 
them as they were able to understand it. Without parables 
he did not speak to them, but to his own disciples he 
explained everything in private. (Mark 4:26-34) 

God can do it! Our Gospel passage today is taken 
from Mark chapter 4, verses 26-34. It speaks of the man 
going out to sow seed on the land, and it also speaks of one 
kind of seed, the mustard seed. At the beginning of the 
same chapter there is a long passage in which our Lord 
gives a similar parable of the sower going out to sow, but 
in that passage the focus is on the soil. In that, our Lord 
holds up for the consideration of his hearers the various 
kinds of soil that receive the seed. The good soil consists 
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of “ those who have received the seed in rich soil: they 
hear the word and accept it and yield a harvest, thirty and 
sixty and a hundredfold ’' 1 (Mark 4:1-20). Today we have 
two short parables and they are both drawn again from the 
sowing of crops. The fact that the spotlight at times falls 
on one aspect of a parable, at times on another, and at other 
times on another again, indicates that our Lord often drew 
his stories from the farming life of his hearers. Our first 
parable today speaks of the living power of the seed (Mark 
4:26-34). It is not inert like some stone or piece of wood 
on the ground, but has a life of its own. The farmer who 
casts it this way and that onto the soil goes back home at 
the end of the day to rest, and sleeps the night and awakes 
once again to his work. All the while the seed he has sown 
is developing. It begins to sprout and grow — how, the 
farmer has not the faintest idea. It is one of the marvels of 
nature. God’s reign in the hearts of men is like that. If it is 
received and accepted with perseverance, then God will do 
his work in the heart of man. His reign will sprout and 
grow. St Paul writes in one of his Letters that eye has not 
seen nor ear heard what God will do for those who love 
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him. He tells us that this is the will of God your 
sanctification, and that God brings all things together for 
the good of those who love him. This good is our 
sanctification, and God is very active at his work. So we 
can hope in the sanctifying power of Christ, just as the 
farmer can hope in the power of the seed. 

Drawing again from the rural life of his hearers, our 
Lord turns to the different classes of seed. There is the 
mustard seed which, “ when it is sown in the ground, is the 
smallest of all the seeds on the earth. But once it is sown, 
it springs up and becomes the largest of plants and puts 
forth large branches, so that the birds of the sky can dwell 
in its shade ” (Mark 4:26-34). So not only does the reign of 
God in our hearts and in the life of the world have a life of 
its own, but its growth is vast. It has great proportions. 
The very world can help us appreciate its vastness. We 
look out on the stars, we observe our world with its 
profound fecundity providing a home for age after age of 
the children of men, and we think of the might of God our 
Father. His kingdom is of similar vastness, and it is this 
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kingdom which Christ was beginning and establishing. 
Consider how small it was when it began, with our Lord’s 
small band of Apostles, but over the centuries it has flowed 
and spread like a sea. Just before he ascended into heaven, 
our Lord commanded his disciples to go to the whole world 
and make disciples of all the nations. Like the mustard 
seed, Christ’s kingdom was small at its beginnings but it 
was destined to grow and become the largest of the plants 
and put “forth large branches, so that the birds of the sky 
can dwell in its shade.” All of this means that, firstly, 
however daunting the work of personal sanctification may 
seem to us sinners, God can do the work. As our Lord 
said, with men it is impossible, but for God all things are 
possible. So there is no place for pessimism or anything 
like despair in the work of seeking holiness of life. It also 
means that the Church which Christ founded is for all. If 
we wish to be Christ’s disciples, we must be essentially 
apostolic. Christ our Lord means us to take the news of 
him and his work to all those with whom we live, those 
around us and those well beyond. 
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Let every disciple of Christ understand that he or she 
can be victorious in the grand undertaking. Christ has won 
the victory by his death and resurrection, and his kingdom 
will never end. It is present, but beyond our sight. Though 
invisible, it has a powerful life of its own and is destined to 
grow to immense proportions. God will be all in all. Let 
us then enter enthusiastically with Christ into the work and 
never give up. Jesus Christ is Lord, and this will be the 
acclamation of all eternity to come. So then, now I begin! 

-- 
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Saturday of the Third Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 96 (95): 1, 6 O sing a new 
song to the Lord; sing to the Lord, all the earth. In his 
presence are majesty and splendour, strength and honour in 
his holy place. 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, direct our actions 
according to your good pleasure, that in the name of your 
beloved Son we may abound in good works. Through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Hebrews 11:1-2, 8-19; Luke 1:69-75; 

Mark 4:35-41 

On that day, as evening drew on, Jesus said to his 
disciples: “Let us cross to the other side. ” Leaving the 
crowd, they took Jesus with them in the boat just as he was. 
And other boats were with him. A violent squall came up 
and waves were breaking over the boat, so that it was 
already filling up. Jesus was in the stern, asleep on a 
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cushion. They woke him and said to him, “Teacher , do you 
not care that we are perishing? ” He woke up, rebuked the 
wind, and said to the sea, “Quiet! Be still!” The wind 
ceased and there was great calm. Then he asked them, 
“Why are you terrified? Do you not yet have faith?” They 
were filled with great awe and said to one another, “ Who 
then is this whom even wind and sea obey?” (Mark 4:35- 
41) 


No one like him There is so much in the Gospels 
that reveals the Person of Jesus to us! So let us place 
ourselves in today’s Gospel scene. It would seem from the 
context of this chapter that Christ has been teaching all 
day. Then, “ as evening drew on, Jesus said to his 
disciples: ‘Let us cross to the other side. ’ Leaving the 
crowd, they took Jesus with them in the boat just as he 
was.” At various points in the Gospels our Lord directs his 
disciples to withdraw from their work in order to rest for 
awhile. Undoubtedly, our Lord himself had been 
consumed in his work all day, teaching, curing, consoling. 
That his fatigue was profound is clear from the fact that, 


- 1091 - 



though he was a man full of strength and energy, he was 
later found asleep in the midst of the violent squall. Waves 
“were breaking over the boat so that it was already filling 
up,” we are told (Mark 4:35-41). In the midst of this crisis 
of the elements, Christ was in a deep sleep — showing his 
exhaustion from what must have been a total dedication to 
his work during the day. His sleep in circumstances such 
as these also showed his profound tranquillity of soul. Let 
us not imagine that this tranquillity was due to an absence 
of suffering. We remember how, at the threshold of his 
Passion, he underwent his agony in the Garden and 
sweated blood in his anguish. Yet when his arrest arrived 
and his Passion gathered its horrifying momentum, what is 
remarkable in the Gospel account is his self-possession and 
dominance of his situation in the midst of unspeakable 
sufferings. This striking integration within his Person, so 
evident in other contexts, is manifested in his sleeping in 
the midst of the storm as described in our passage today. 
Undoubtedly, in the depths of his soul he slept in the arms 
of his heavenly Father, sleeping a sleep that few could 
imagine. At the Last Supper he promised many blessings 
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to his disciples, and among them was a share in his peace 
— not the peace offered by the world, but his own peace, 
he said. What a blessing to share in the peace of Christ! It 
is a peace that accompanies the cross. We see something 
of it, this peace, this tranquillity, in Christ asleep in the 
boat. 


The Christ who is asleep is not only a Christ of 
tranquillity, but a Christ of power and strength. This 
becomes immediately evident when his frantic disciples 
come to wake him. That the boat was in dire straits is clear 
from their reproaching him for not caring that they were 
perishing. Jesus woke from his sleep and at a word quelled 
the storm and there reigned across the expanse a great 
calm. It must have been an event of high and astounding 
drama. Just imagine it! The storm that was threatening the 
boat and their lives was in an instant replaced by a great 
calm. The noise and turmoil was now all still and quiet. 
Jesus brought this about in a matter of a moment, not by 
appealing to God his Father in the way that some of the 
prophets had asked God for this or that miracle of nature, 
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but by his own simple word of command. There was no 
ceremony, no preparation, no request of God. It was a 
simple command to the wind and the sea that it be quiet 
and still. “Quiet! Be still!” he said (Mark 4:35-41). The 
effect on the entire environment over the Sea of Galilee 
was immediate and general. There was quiet and stillness 
and a great calm. Here was One who was man — just 
moments ago asleep in the stern — and who at the same 
time was God commanding the wind and the sea, and they 
obeyed him. So let us contemplate this wondrous Man 
who is Master of the truth in his teaching and Master of the 
world in his miracles. But now, he is not a person of the 
past. No, he lives now. He lives now in his body the 
Church. He lives in the Sacraments of the Church, and 
most especially in the Eucharist which is his very self. Just 
as he was the heart and soul of the company in the buffeted 
boat, so now he is the heart and soul of the Church, 
buffeted as it is by the course of human history. He was 
the life and the strength of his disciples and he is the life 
and strength of us too. So let us commit our lives to him 
for he is all we need. He lives now and he is very near. 
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Indeed, for those who are his friends, he is within. He is 
Christ within you, your hope of glory. 

Let us contemplate Jesus in our Gospel scene. At one 
moment he is asleep, exhausted yet profoundly tranquil in 
the arms of his heavenly Father. At the next moment he is 
standing and subduing at a word the wind and the sea. 
There is no one like him. We were made to know, love 
and serve him here on earth and to see and enjoy him 
forever in heaven, for this man is God. 

-- 
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Fourth Sunday of Ordinary Time 


Entrance Antiphon Ps 106 (105): 47 Save us, O Lord our 
God! And gather us from the nations, to give thanks to 
your holy name, and make it our glory to praise you. 

Collect Grant us, Lord our God, that we may honour you 
with all our mind, and love everyone in truth of heart. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Jeremiah 1:4-5,17-19; Ps 71:1-6, 15-17; 

1 Corinthians 12:31—13:13 or 1 Corinthians. 13:4-13; 
Luke 4:21-30 

Jesus began speaking in the synagogue, saying: 
“Today this Scripture passage is fulfilled in your hearing. ” 
And all spoke highly of him and were amazed at the 
gracious words that came from his mouth. They also 
asked, “Isn’t this the son of Joseph?” He said to them, 
“Surely you will quote me this proverb, ‘ Physician, cure 
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yourself, ’ and say, ‘Do here in your native place the things 
that we heard were done in Capernaum. ’ ” And he said, 
“Amen, I say to you, no prophet is accepted in his own 
native place. Indeed, I tell you, there were many widows in 
Israel in the days of Elijah when the sky was closed for 
three and a half years and a severe famine spread over the 
entire land. It was to none of these that Elijah was sent, 
but only to a widow in Zarephath in the land of Sidon. 
Again, there were many lepers in Israel during the time of 
Elisha the prophet; yet not one of them was cleansed, but 
only Naaman the Syrian. ” When the people in the 
synagogue heard this, they were all filled with fury. They 
rose up, drove him out of the town, and led him to the brow 
of the hill on which their town had been built, to hurl him 
down headlong. But Jesus passed through the midst of 
them and went away. (Luke 4:21-30) 

Christ the centre As we look out on our world we 
cannot but be struck by its vastness and richness. No one 
knows the number of galaxies there are in the universe, let 
alone the number of stars. No one knows the full sweep 
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and variety of human history. No one knows all there is to 
know in the tiniest atom, nor in any one living thing. There 
is no end to what we could observe and investigate. This 
bafflingly complex creation which is our home, this vast 
flux and flow of human history, invite us to ask if there is 
any single thing in nature which keeps all created reality in 
place, and which when grasped provides us with the 
principle of unity in life and in all things. The key cannot 
be simply an idea or theory of some individual or school of 
thought such as the theory of relativity, or the philosophy 
of Marxism, because a theory or an idea is just a creation 
of the mind giving light to the human intellect. The 
linchpin of the world cannot be an idea. Nor can it be 
simply some other component of the universe which 
brings benefits to other components, because that 
component itself depends on so many other things. No, 
there is only one thing which may be said to constitute 
what we might call the heart of the world and its key, That 
on which the world and human history depend is the 
Person of Jesus Christ. Through him all things came to be 
and all that comes to be has life in him, and that life is the 
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life and light of men. The Christian is one who accepts and 
appreciates the uniqueness of Christ and his supreme 
lordship. He is the key and he is absolutely in a class of his 
own. Of course, a husband who loves his wife appreciates 
her uniqueness, and vice versa. Those of other religions 
believe the founder of their religion to be unique. But the 
Christian knows that the Person of Jesus Christ stands forth 
in human history and in the universe as One who is beyond 
compare. No other religion claims for its founder what 
Christianity claims for Christ. The essential reason for the 
Christian claim is that Christ is not a mere human person, 
though he is truly man. He is a divine Person. He is God. 

It has been revealed to us that our universe is the 
creation of the one and only God, and that through man’s 
original sin, he and the world were alienated from this one 
and only God. The wonder is that God actually became 
man to reconcile the world to himself, for this meant that 
there was a man walking the earth who is the Creator of all. 
When our Lord appeared publicly among men he began by 
making certain claims. In our Gospel today (Luke 4:21-30) 
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we read how, in his own town of Nazareth, he claimed that 
the prophecy of Isaiah was being fulfilled in his Person 
before their very eyes. He was intimating that he was the 
promised Messiah, and that they, his own townspeople, 
would not accept him as such. They hustled him out of the 
town with the intention of killing him, so he left them. His 
uniqueness was not recognized. At various points in his 
public ministry he revealed to his disciples and to others 
that he was the promised Messiah. But there was more in 
his revelation, and it was that he was the Son of God the 
Father, and indeed, one with the Father in being. The 
Gospel of St John makes it very clear that the leaders of the 
Jews could see that in speaking of God as his own Father, 
Jesus was making himself God’s equal. On another 
occasion, he placed himself in the position of Yahweh God 
when he said that before Abraham ever was, I am. Then 
after he rose from the dead, Thomas stood before him and 
said “My Lord and my God A We ought never cease to offer 
our prayer of wonder and praise at God becoming man and 
dwelling among us. This wondrous man who is God calls 
himself our friend and brother. He said to his disciples, 
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“You are my friends if you do what I command you ” (John 
15: 14). When he rose from the dead he told Mary 
Magdalen to go and tell his brothers that he had risen. 
Such is the God who became man - he is our friend and 
our brother. He dwells among us still, day by day in our 
hearts (if we are in the state of grace), and in the life of the 
Church and in the Church’s Sacraments. He is a divine 
Person, the second Person of the Holy Trinity, and he took 
to himself a human nature with its human soul, human 
mind and human will, thus making himself a man like us in 
all things but sin. By this humanity he saved us all. 

Christ is the centre of the world and of our life, and all 
things hinge on him. From him comes that life in 
abundance which God intends us to have. Let us base our 
lives on the fact that the man Jesus is not merely the most 
outstanding of men, but is God himself. He is God who by 
means of his humanity opened heaven to the world. In our 
life and in all that we say of Jesus Christ, let us bear 
witness to the uniqueness of this divine Person in all his 
humanity and divinity. 
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Further reading : The Catechism of the Catholic Church , no. 
470-478 (How the Son of God is a Divine Person yet man) 

-- 



- 1102 - 






Monday of the Fourth Week of Ordinary Time 


Entrance Antiphon Ps 106 (105):47 Save us, O Lord our 
God! And gather us from the nations, to give thanks to 
your holy name, and make it our glory to praise you. 

Collect Grant us, Lord our God, that we may honour you 
with all our mind, and love everyone in truth of heart. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Hebrews 11:32-40; Psalm 31:20-24; 

Mark 5: 1-20 

Jesus and his disciples came to the other side of the 
sea, to the territory of the Gerasenes. When he got out of 
the boat, at once a man from the tombs who had an 
unclean spirit met him. The man had been dwelling among 
the tombs, and no one could restrain him any longer, even 
with a chain. In fact, he had frequently been bound with 
shackles and chains, but the chains had been pulled apart 
by him and the shackles smashed, and no one was strong 
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enough to subdue him. Night and day among the tombs 
and on the hillsides he was always crying out and bruising 
himself with stones. Catching sight of Jesus from a 
distance, he ran up and prostrated himself before him, 
crying out in a loud voice, “What have you to do with me, 
Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I adjure you by God, do 
not torment me!” (He had been saying to him, “Unclean 
spirit, come out of the man!”) He asked him, “What is your 
name? ” He replied, “Legion is my name. There are many 
of us. ”And he pleaded earnestly with him not to drive them 
away from that territory. Now a large herd of swine was 
feeding there on the hillside. And they pleaded with him, 
“Send us into the swine. Let us enter them. ” And he let 
them, and the unclean spirits came out and entered the 
swine. The herd of about two thousand rushed down a 
steep bank into the sea, where they were drowned. The 
swineherds ran away and reported the incident in the town 
and throughout the countryside. And people came out to 
see what had happened. As they approached Jesus, they 
caught sight of the man who had been possessed by Legion, 
sitting there clothed and in his right mind. And they were 
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seized with fear. Those who witnessed the incident 
explained to them what had happened to the possessed man 
and to the swine. Then they began to beg him to leave their 
district. As he was getting into the boat, the man who had 
been possessed pleaded to remain with him. But Jesus 
would not permit him but told him instead, “Go home to 
your family and announce to them all that the Lord in his 
pity has done for you. ” Then the man went off and began to 
proclaim in the Decapolis what Jesus had done for him; 
and all were amazed. (Mark 5:1-20) 

Christ and Satan There have been various movies 
during the last few decades on devil possession. It is very 
interesting to notice that in almost all such movies it is the 
Catholic priest who features as the one who drives out the 
demon, or who attempts to do so. Despite all its 
exaggerations, one of the best I have seen is the movie 
“The Exorcism of Emily Rose,” a movie based remotely on 
a factual case of many years ago in Bavaria. In this movie 
there were several demons possessing Emily Rose. Emily 
was a good girl, and her possession was portrayed as 
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permitted by God in order to serve his wider redemptive 
plan. Now, in movies of this kind the devil is characterized 
as a tremendous power, most difficult to dislodge - which 
to some extent is in fact correct. Let us then turn to the 
Gospel accounts, such as the one given to us in today’s 
Gospel. Christ and his disciples come to the pagan 
territory of the Gerasenes, and he is confronted 
immediately by “a man from the tombs who had an 
unclean spirit .” This “unclean spirit” may have been the 
principal demon possessing him, for in fact when that devil 
was asked by our Lord for his name, he answered, “ Legion 
is my name. There are many of us” (Mark 5:1-20). The 
evil and havoc caused by the devils is evident in the 
description of the history of this hapless individual. “The 
man had been dwelling among the tombs, and no one could 
restrain him any longer, even with a chain. In fact, he had 
frequently been bound with shackles and chains, but the 
chains had been pulled apart by him and the shackles 
smashed, and no one was strong enough to subdue him. 
Night and day among the tombs and on the hillsides he was 
always crying out and bruising himself with stones ” (Mark 
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5:1-20). But in the presence of Christ all was different. 
The demons knew they were in the presence of one who 
effortlessly dominated them. We must have a healthy 
respect for the very reality of Satan and the demonic world, 
while at the same time realizing that the underworld is not 
the slightest match for Christ, who is almighty God. 

So amid all the threats that confront us in this world, 
threats coming from Satan, sin and the effects of sin, Christ 
stands unseen in our midst as a source of unending 
strength. He is the stronger one in the face of sickness, the 
unruly natural elements, sin and the underworld. The 
demons in our scene today come up to him and prostrate 
themselves before him, beseeching that he not torment 
them. They plead with him that he not expel them from 
what had become their territory. They had struck roots 
there! The thought of trying to find a new nest elsewhere 
horrified them, suggesting that it was not easy for the 
demons to find a new and secure abode outside hell itself. 
The implication might also be that once expelled by our 
Lord, they would not be permitted to inhabit a person 
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again. So they pleaded with our Lord to let them at least 
go into the pigs. Notice the detail that Christ, while firm 
and commanding, is nevertheless somewhat kind even to 
the anguished demons. He gave them leave. The result of 
this was that the herd of pigs perished - showing again the 
destructive character of the underworld - and Christ was 
asked by the superstitious inhabitants to leave the 
neighbourhood. This he did. So Christ is holy, powerful 
and kind. In his famous Spiritual Exercises which St 
Ignatius Loyola wrote to assist people to order their whole 
lives to the love and service of Christ, there is a particularly 
important meditation. It is the “Meditation on the Two 
Standards.” The one is the Standard of Christ, the other the 
Standard of Satan. The person doing the Exercises is 
invited to place himself in the presence of these two 
Standards, and to make a choice between Christ and Satan. 
Let us do that as we place ourselves in our Gospel scene 
today, thinking of Christ on the one hand and the demons 
on the other. Our choice for Christ must be from the heart, 
repeated over and over, and lived out in the details of our 
everyday life. 
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Christ would not let the newly released man follow 
him physically. That was not his calling. But he was given 
a mission by our Lord, and this he proceeded to fulfil. 
Often in the Gospels people who had benefited by Christ’s 
healing were told by him not to tell others about it. All too 
often they proceeded to disobey this request. In the case of 
our newly liberated man from the country of the Gerasenes, 
he did do what our Lord asked, which was to “ 'Go home to 
your family and announce to them all that the Lord in his 
pity has done for you.' Then the man went off and began to 
proclaim in the Decapolis what Jesus had done for him; 
and all were amazed ” (Mark 5:1-20). Let us resolve to 
follow Christ by doing God’s will in our everyday life, 
whatever that might be. 

-- 
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Tuesday of the Fourth Week of Ordinary Time C-I 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 106 (105): 47 Save us, O Lord our 
God! And gather us from the nations, to give thanks to 
your holy name, and make it our glory to praise you. 

Collect Grant us, Lord our God, that we may honour you 
with all our mind, and love everyone in truth of heart. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Hebrews 12:1-4; Psalm 22:26b-28, 30-32 
; Mark 5:21-43 

When Jesus had crossed again in the boat to the other 
side, a large crowd gathered around him, and he stayed 
close to the sea. One of the synagogue officials, named 
Jairus, came forward. Seeing him he fell at his feet and 
pleaded earnestly with him, saying, “My daughter is at the 
point of death. Please, come lay your hands on her that 
she may get well and live. ” He went off with him and a 
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large crowd followed him. There was a woman afflicted 
with haemorrhages for twelve years. She had suffered 
greatly at the hands of many doctors and had spent all that 
she had. Yet she was not helped but only grew worse. She 
had heard about Jesus and came up behind him in the 
crowd and touched his cloak. She said, “If I but touch his 
clothes, I shall be cured. ” Immediately her flow of blood 
dried up. She felt in her body that she was healed of her 
affliction. Jesus, aware at once that power had gone out 
from him, turned around in the crowd and asked, “Who 
has touched my clothes?” But his disciples said to him, 
“You see how the crowd is pressing upon you, and yet you 
ask, Who touched me? ” And he looked around to see who 
had done it. The woman, realizing what had happened to 
her, approached in fear and trembling. She fell down 
before Jesus and told him the whole truth. He said to her, 
“Daughter, your faith has saved you. Go in peace and be 
cured of your affliction. ” While he was still speaking, 
people from the synagogue official’s house arrived and 
said, “Your daughter has died; why trouble the teacher any 
longer?” Disregarding the message that was reported, 


-1111 - 



Jesus said to the synagogue official, ‘'Do not be afraid; 
just have faith. ” He did not allow anyone to accompany 
him inside except Peter, James, and John, the brother of 
James. When they arrived at the house of the synagogue 
official, he caught sight of a commotion, people weeping 
and wailing loudly. So he went in and said to them, “Why 
this commotion and weeping? The child is not dead but 
asleep. ” And they ridiculed him. Then he put them all out. 
He took along the child’s father and mother and those who 
were with him and entered the room where the child was. 
He took the child by the hand and said to her, “Talitha 
koum, ” which means, “Little girl, I say to you, arise!” The 
girl, a child of twelve, arose immediately and walked 
around. At that they were utterly astounded. He gave 
strict orders that no one should know this and said that she 
should be given something to eat. (Mark 5:21-43) 

God and my soul In the history of man’s religions, 
a constant refrain is the attempt to access supernatural 
power in order to overcome some menace. A leading 
British anthropologist of primal religions (Evans-Pritchard) 
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once wrote that a key to the interpretation of any particular 
primal religion is the method it uses to deal with evil and 
suffering. If we consider a number of religions, at times it 
seems that the myths and rituals often have the function of 
benefiting the officials and practitioners of that religion. I 
have mentioned elsewhere that I once attended a lecture at 
the University of Sydney by a Zoroastrian scholar (i.e., his 
personal faith was the Zoroastrian religion) and it was his 
view that most religions were a technology — that is, 
something which is used and developed to gain a benefit 
from the higher powers. I suppose this is indeed the 
constant danger and it can lead to religion becoming the 
practice of magic. Certain steps are taken either 
occasionally or regularly in the belief that they give access 
to greater power over what is perceived to be evil and 
suffering, be it hunger, sickness, or whatever. Religion as 
a personal relationship with a personal higher power who is 
to be genuinely worshipped can very easily be lost sight of. 
In fact it might be said that one of the most distinctive 
features of Revealed Religion is that all things, seen or 
unseen, are understood as having one ultimate source. 
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There is one only God who is the creator and sustainer of 
everything. Now, this one God is to be loved , and loved 
with all one’s heart. The foundation of this is God’s love 
for us. He is not to be practised on. God is to be venerated 
as a Person and not to be regarded as a supernatural force 
to be simply used for man’s benefit through certain rituals. 
Revealed Religion is a love affair and not a technology. 
God is to be approached and petitioned as one approaches 
and petitions a person, and benefits that result are to be 
acknowledged as gifts coming from his personal goodness 
and mercy. In the plan of the Creator there is no place for 
magic in man’s dealings with him. Religion is not a 
technology. 

In our Gospel passage today, “ one of the synagogue 
officials, named Jairus, came forward. Seeing Jesus he fell 
at his feet and pleaded earnestly with him, saying, ‘My 
daughter is at the point of death. Please, come lay your 
hands on her that she may get well and live.” Does our 
Lord simply say to him that he is to go back and he will 
find his daughter well again? No, our Lord accedes to his 
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request to come. He goes with him to do what was 
requested of him. It emphasizes the very personal 
character of the benefit he is about to bring. The healing 
will be a gift from a person and not a just a process that is 
triggered by a request - as if it were magic. He is on his 
way there, when secretly from the midst of the crowd a 
poor woman approaches. She had been “ afflicted with 
haemorrhages for twelve years.” She was desperate for a 
cure, and we are told that “ she had heard about Jesus and 
came up behind him in the crowd and touched his cloak. 
She said, ‘If I but touch his clothes, I shall be cured!” 
Now, for all we know she just may have looked to Jesus a 
little in the way a person might look to magic. If only she 
could touch this source of power, the healing would come 
automatically! Whether she thought this way or not, our 
Lord’s reaction clarified the true position immediately. 
“Aware at once that power had gone out from him,” he 
stopped and turned around, looked about and asked who 
touched him. Our Lord was acting here within his human 
nature and seeking to know who it was that had touched 
him. He wanted to meet and speak to the one who had 
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benefited from contact with him. The woman came 
forward and told him what had happened, and our Lord 
sent her on her way, commending her for her faith and 
reassuring her that she was cured of her affliction. Our 
Lord insisted on showing that the benefit received came 
from him and not from a mere process. Religion involves 
faith in a real and active divine Person. It is not a 
technology bordering on magic. 

Let us spend our lives cultivating a personal 
relationship with each of the three divine Persons. Our 
way to God is through the man Jesus, through his 
humanity. In and through the Son of God made man, we 
come to know the Father and the Holy Spirit. Our Lord 
said at the Last Supper, “this is eternal life: that they may 
know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you 
have sent ” (John 17:3). Let us not just use religion as a 
mere technology to deal with our afflictions and sufferings, 
but let us live it out as a personal love affair with God. 
Religion is a matter between God and my soul. 

-- 
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Wednesday of the Fourth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 106 (105): 47 Save us, O Lord our 
God! And gather us from the nations, to give thanks to 
your holy name, and make it our glory to praise you. 

Collect Grant us, Lord our God, that we may honour you 
with all our mind, and love everyone in truth of heart. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Hebrews 12:4-7, 11-15; Psalm 

103:1-2, 13-14, 17-18a; Mark6:l-6 

Jesus departed from there and came to his native 
place, accompanied by his disciples. When the sabbath 
came he began to teach in the synagogue, and many who 
heard him were astonished. They said, “Where did this 
man get all this? What kind of wisdom has been given him? 
What mighty deeds are wrought by his hands! Is he not the 
carpenter, the son of Mary, and the brother of James and 
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Joseph and Judas and Simon ? And are not his sisters here 
with us? ” And they took offence at him. Jesus said to them, 
“A prophet is not without honour except in his native place 
and among his own kin and in his own house. ” So he was 
not able to perform any mighty deed there, apart from 
curing a few sick people by laying his hands on them. He 
was amazed at their lack of faith. (Mark 6:1-6) 

Our Teacher Let us place ourselves in the Gospel 
scene of today in the company of our Lord and his 
disciples. His public ministry had begun in Judea and he 
had returned to Galilee. He was becoming known as a 
great prophet, great in the authority of his teaching and in 
the power of his miracles. Mark devotes thirteen chapters 
to our Lord’s public ministry prior to his Passion, and it is 
not till the sixth chapter that he returns to Nazareth. So 
there are five chapters of public ministry involving 
teaching and miracles prior to his public appearance in his 
home town. Perhaps our Lord had left his return to 
Nazareth in his new mission until now, so that the fame of 
his work might prepare his townspeople for his new 
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revelation about himself. He knew they would be 
surprised, for after all, they had seen him grow up, they had 
mixed constantly with him as a youth, a young man and 
fellow townsman. Undoubtedly they knew him to be a 
very good and religious person, but one senses from the 
texts that they had divined nothing of the unique and 
extraordinary character of his Person so long in their midst. 
This itself is revealing of the humility and normalcy of our 
Lord’s day-to-day life among them. Nevertheless, they had 
definitely heard of the extraordinary things he was doing, 
for in our text today they wonder how it is that such 
“mighty deeds are wrought by his hands!” So our Lord 
would have expected and hoped that his townspeople, 
whom undoubtedly he loved with a special love of family 
and long-standing friendship and social ties, would respond 
to his teaching and presence. But no. We are told that 
“they took offence at him.” Indeed, St Mark informs us that 
our Lord “was amazed at their lack of faith” Let us not 
underestimate the significance of our Lord being amazed at 
his townspeople’s lack of due acceptance of his claims and 
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teaching. If our Lord was amazed, then it is an indication 
that it was indeed utterly amazing. 

Their striking refusal to respond occurred in spite of 
what they actually saw in his teaching. They beheld an 
extraordinary wisdom. Many who heard him were 
astonished. They said, “ Where did the man get all this? 
What kind of wisdom has been given him ? What mighty 
deeds are wrought by his hands!” What then caused them 
to stumble before the invitation to believe? One senses that 
it was a simple matter of pride. They could not bring 
themselves humbly to acknowledge that here was One 
before whom they must bow spiritually, and follow with a 
profound faith. Their attitude and behaviour towards their 
long-standing relative, friend, acquaintance and townsman 
would have to change to one of a profound respect. They 
would have to place their faith in him. The problem was 
pride, it would seem. This attachment to sin was the 
hidden obstacle. In view of all that our Lord had done 
elsewhere, in view of his revelation of himself in his 
teaching before them on his return, our Lord found it 
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amazing that their response was so very poor. It seems he 
made no progress in his own town, including among at 
least several of his own kin, because Jesus said to them, “A 
prophet is not without honour except in his native place 
and among his own kin and in his own house The great 
exception, of course, was his own all-holy mother. The 
result of this culpable lack of faith was that our Lord was 
not able to do in Nazareth what he had already done in so 
many other places in Galilee. “He was not able to perform 
any mighty deed there, apart from curing a few sick people 
by laying his hands on them’’'’ (Mark 6: 1-6). So we have in 
our Gospel text today an instance of faith in Christ being 
refused. The heart of man is a great mystery. It can 
respond to the light, or it can freely refuse it. The issue is, 
what is the heart of man attached to? Is it attached to God, 
or to other things for the sake of self? 

Let us place ourselves before Christ our Lord as he 
teaches in the synagogue of Nazareth, taking our place with 
his disciples and most especially in the company of his 
greatest and most perfect disciple, his blessed mother. Let 
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us look on him as he teaches. Let us accept his teaching 
wholeheartedly as teaching coming from God’s Messiah 
who is also God’s only begotten Son. He is the light of 
every man, the light of the world, and the light of my life. 
Jesus Christ is Lord. 
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Thursday of the Fourth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 106 (105): 47 Save us, O Lord our 
God! And gather us from the nations, to give thanks to 
your holy name, and make it our glory to praise you. 

Collect Grant us, Lord our God, that we may honour you 
with all our mind, and love everyone in truth of heart. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Hebrews 12:18-19, 21-24; Ps 48:2-4, 9-11; 

Mark 6:7-13 

Jesus summoned the Twelve and began to send them 
out two by two and gave them authority over unclean 
spirits. He instructed them to take nothing for the journey 
but a walking stick --no food, no sack, no money in their 
belts. They were, however, to wear sandals but not a 
second tunic. He said to them, “Wherever you enter a 
house, stay there until you leave from there. Whatever 
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place does not welcome you or listen to you, leave there 
and shake the dust off your feet in testimony against them. ” 
So they went off and preached repentance. The Twelve 
drove out many demons, and they anointed with oil many 
who were sick and cured them. (Mark 6:7-13) 

Repentance It is traditionally thought that the 
Gospel of St Mark is based on — and perhaps is virtually a 
reproduction of — the preaching, teaching and 
reminiscences of St Peter. Let us assume that this is so, 
and imagine Simon Peter thinking back to that precious 
and fond time with the Lord during his public ministry. 
Our Gospel passage today tells us of how our Lord began 
to send them out on his behalf. He “ summoned the Twelve 
and began to send them out two by two and gave them 
authority over unclean spirits ” (Mark 6:7-13). They were 
to go out with what was necessary and nothing more, 
depending simply on Jesus and his word and direction. 
They were to be detached from personal considerations and 
to take what might come. The mission was all that 
mattered, and they were to conduct their mission together 
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with Jesus in spirit. So they went off, and what did they 
preach? They preached repentance. We remember that 
John the Baptist preached repentance, and had a baptism 
symbolizing repentance and the forgiveness of sins. Not 
long after our Lord was baptized, he began his public 
ministry by preaching repentance, for the kingdom of God 
was at hand. The Twelve had the same message to 
announce. People were to be exhorted to turn away from 
sin, to be alive to the reality and evil of sin, and to prepare 
for its remission by God. God’s rule was coming, a rule 
that would involve holiness of life in union with him. JJow 
it would come and what precisely this would involve, was 
not yet revealed. The one thing which would prevent the 
blessings of God being poured out on mankind and each 
person was sin. If sin were to be clung to, the Messiah’s 
work would not attain its goal. All must repent. It is a 
message our Gospel today directs towards each of us. 

But now, there was one among the Twelve whose 
path was a tremendous disappointment to Christ. I refer to 
Judas Iscariot who is always mentioned in the Gospel at the 
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end of the list of the Twelve, and is described as the 
betrayer. Jesus chose him to be one of the Twelve to be 
with him and to be sent out to preach. He was one of those 
to whom our Lord gave the name of Apostle or Envoy - his 
Ambassador. He was not just a disciple who followed and 
learnt, but an official Envoy. He represented the Messiah 
and in the future he would have been one of the great 
foundation stones of the Church, called to be a saint of 
God. He must have been a person of real promise for 
Christ made no mistakes in the matter of the redemption of 
the world. In our passage today he was one of those whom 
our Lord sent out in training and to prepare for his coming 
ahead of him. He was instructed in the message to be 
delivered. With the others, he drove out many demons and 
anointed with oil many who were sick and cured them. 
Very significantly, with the others he “went off and 
peached repentance .” But he himself failed to repent. 
Little by little he allowed his sins to remain and indeed to 
grow. He stole from the common purse. He gradually 
refused faith in Jesus. At the synagogue of Capernaum 
Christ announced his doctrine of the Eucharist and, as a 
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result, he lost many of his disciples. On that occasion our 
Lord said to the Twelve that one of them was a devil. 
Judas was refusing faith. His heart was turning away from 
love of Jesus and acceptance of his teaching. If only he 
had repentedl If only he had recognized his sins and turned 
to the Master he was accompanying and sought his help in 
overcoming them. Christ could have made a saint of him. 

Judas preached repentance, but it was his own lack of 
repentance that ruined him and opened him up to Satan. St 
John tells us that at the Last Supper Satan entered him and 
he went out into the night. He never came back into the 
light. Let us learn from his horrifying case that though we 
have been called to the constant company of Jesus, we 
must be vigilant against sin. We must recognize it and 
repent constantly of it. Let us pray to the Holy Spirit for 
the precious grace of true and constant repentance. 

-- 
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Friday of the Fourth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 106 (105): 47 Save us, O Lord our 
God! And gather us from the nations, to give thanks to 
your holy name, and make it our glory to praise you. 

Collect Grant us, Lord our God, that we may honour you 
with all our mind, and love everyone in truth of heart. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Hebrews 13:1-8; Psalm 26; Mark 6:14-29 

King Herod heard about this, for Jesus’ name had 
become well known. Some were saying, John the Baptist 
has been raised from the dead, and that is why miraculous 
powers are at work in him. Others said, He is Elijah. And 
still others claimed, He is a prophet, like one of the 
prophets of long ago. But when Herod heard this, he said, 
John, the man I beheaded, has been raised from the dead! 
For Herod himself had given orders to have John arrested, 
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and he had him bound and put in prison. He did this 
because of Herodias, his brother Philip’s wife, whom he 
had married. For John had been saying to Herod, It is not 
lawful for you to have your brother’s wife. So Herodias 
nursed a grudge against John and wanted to kill him. But 
she was not able to, because Herod feared John and 
protected him, knowing him to be a righteous and holy 
man. When Herod heard John, he was greatly puzzled; yet 
he liked to listen to him. Finally the opportune time came. 
On his birthday Herod gave a banquet for his high officials 
and military commanders and the leading men of Galilee. 
When the daughter of Herodias came in and danced, she 
pleased Herod and his dinner guests. The king said to the 
girl, Ask me for anything you want, and I’ll give it to you. 
And he promised her with an oath, Whatever you ask I will 
give you, up to half my kingdom. She went out and said to 
her mother, What shall I ask for? The head of John the 
Baptist, she answered. At once the girl hurried in to the 
king with the request: I want you to give me right now the 
head of John the Baptist on a platter. The king was greatly 
distressed, but because of his oaths and his dinner guests, 
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he did not want to refuse her. So he immediately sent an 
executioner with orders to bring John’s head. The man 
went, beheaded John in the prison, and brought back his 
head on a platter. He presented it to the girl, and she gave 
it to her mother. On hearing of this, John’s disciples came 
and took his body and laid it in a tomb. (Mark 6:14-29) 

Witness There are various instances in Scripture 
of a prophetic witness to revealed truth unto death. Apart 
from the surpassing and benchmark witness to divine truth 
which is the Passion and Death of Jesus Christ, one of the 
most famed is the death of John the Baptist. JJe confronted 
the secular ruler with his violation of the revealed law on 
marriage, and due to hatred for his having borne this 
witness, he was executed. St Mark narrates the event in 
our Gospel passage today. Let us simply take the point of 
the event, which is witnessing to revealed truth, and ponder 
on its relevance for the contemporary Christian. We must 
be alive to all threats to the acceptance of the truth about 
Jesus Christ. I am the Way, the Truth and the Life, Christ 
said of himself. His mission was to bear witness to the 
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Truth, as he said to Pontius Pilate, and those who love the 
Truth listen to him. So this revealed Truth about Jesus 
Christ the Redeemer of man ought be our principal love, 
and its acceptance by all ought be our constant 
preoccupation. For the last century or more, one of the 
threats to this revealed truth that Jesus is the Messiah and 
Son of God, the Redeemer of man and the Founder and 
JJead of his Church, is a basic perspective taken in the 
reading of history. That is to say, the Christ of history is 
seen by many to be altogether different from the Christ of 
faith. The “Truth” about Jesus proclaimed by the Church 
is not deemed to be the historical truth about Jesus. This is 
part of the conflict that has grown between a certain 
reading of history by many, and the historical truth of the 
Bible as maintained by the believer. The Bible contains, so 
it is thought, much legend and fantasy. The arbiter of the 
truth or otherwise of such “legends” is deemed to be the 
historian or the archaeologist — who, of course, has his 
own basic beliefs and assumptions. All up, one of the 
threats to the truth about Jesus Christ is what many 
historians say about Jesus Christ. The believer must be 
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alert to what John Henry Newman called the first 
principles or starting points of thought of those writing or 
referring to the history of Jesus Christ and the beginnings 
of what they call his “movement.” By way of illustration of 
this point, consider the important work of Geza Vermes. 
Born in 1924, Vermes is a British scholar of Jewish 
Hungarian origin and a prominent writer on Jewish and 
Christian history. He is a Jewish authority on the life of 
Jesus of Nazareth and his Jewish context. 

Vermes has numerous publications to his name, and 
was writing well into his old age. In 2012 there was 
published his Christian Beginnings: from Nazareth to 
Nicea (AD 30-325). In it, Jesus is placed in a long tradition 
of charismatic Jewish preachers and healers. The religion 
of Jesus, Vermes argues, was that of Moses and the 
prophets. Jesus summarised the Jewish Law for his 
followers, and that Law was about childlike trust in God 
and love of God and neighbour — in the light of his 
conviction that the Kingdom of God was at hand. While 
the Jesus presented in the Gospels of Matthew, Mark and 
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Luke is a charismatic Jewish teacher, the Acts of the 
Apostles presents a post-Resurrection “Jesus movement” in 
which Jesus is now the Messiah. St Paul and St John take 
this whole business a significant step further. Worshippers 
are directed from God and the end times to Jesus himself, 
who is now a divine being who came to earth to save 
disciples. As well as this, Greek philosophical ways of 
thought on the divine are introduced which change “the 
Jesus movement” far beyond what it had been, indeed out 
of all recognition. In other words, the whole matter has got 
out of hand through the force of personal influences and 
historical circumstances. Vermes speaks respectfully, of 
course, and is himself an eminent scholar of the times of 
his subject, but he has got his subject altogether wrong. 
Why is this? It is because of his starting points, his basic 
assumptions, which are manifestly Jewish. In the light of 
this perspective, he reads and interprets Christian history 
and the Person and life of Jesus Christ. He has missed the 
obvious and powerful post-Resurrection realization by the 
infant Church of Christ’s divinity and the saving mission of 
his death, and Christ’s own clear teaching to this effect. 
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Vermes’ brief sketches of patristic authors, which deal with 
sometimes huge bodies of work in only a few pages and 
which require a lifetime of consideration, do no justice to 
the significance of some of the most profound thinking in 
the Christian tradition. John Henry Newman, one of the 
greatest 19 th century religious thinkers of his time, was 
brought into the Church largely on the basis of his study of 
the Patristic Fathers. I am not here criticizing Vermes as 
such. I merely point out that he writes from his starting 
points and Jewish theological assumptions. The reader 
must be alert to the effect of non-Christian presuppositions 
in any view of Jesus Christ and of Christian history. Such 
perspectives and assumptions abound in our day. 

The point here is that the Christian believer, intent on 
bearing witness to the risen and glorious Lord, the 
incarnate Son of God, the Redeemer of man and Head of 
the Church, must be alive to the threats to this witness 
coming from good, sincere, intelligent and highly-qualified 
men. Our Gospel today (Mark 6:14-29) presents us with 
the witness unto death by John the Baptist. He is an 
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example for all time for every disciple of Jesus Christ. An 
essential element in Christian discipleship is bearing 
witness to the Truth which is the Person and teaching of 
Jesus Christ. Let us be savvy and street-wise about this 
great work — innocent as doves and as shrewd as serpents. 
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Saturday of the Fourth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 106 (105): 47 Save us, O Lord our 
God! And gather us from the nations, to give thanks to 
your holy name, and make it our glory to praise you. 

Collect Grant us, Lord our God, that we may honour you 
with all our mind, and love everyone in truth of heart. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Hebrews 13:15-17, 20-21; Psalm 23:1-6 

; Mark 6:30-34 

The Apostles gathered together with Jesus and 
reported all they had done and taught. He said to them, 
“Come away by yourselves to a deserted place and rest a 
while. ’’ People were coming and going in great numbers, 
and they had no opportunity even to eat. So they went off 
in the boat by themselves to a deserted place. People saw 
them leaving and many came to know about it. They 
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hastened there on foot from all the towns and arrived at the 
place before them. When Jesus disembarked and saw the 
vast crowd, his heart was moved with pity for them, for 
they were like sheep without a shepherd; and he began to 
teach them many things. (Mark 6: 30-34) 

Christ’s teaching Early in this sixth chapter of St 
Mark’s Gospel, our Lord summons the Twelve, instructs 
them on how they are to conduct their mission, gives them 
authority to preach and heal and cast out demons, and then 
sends them out in pairs. Then there follows in the chapter 
a digression narrating Herod’s curiosity about Christ and 
his execution of John the Baptist, after which our passage 
resumes with the Apostles returning to Jesus from their 
mission. The Twelve had been busy at the work Jesus had 
given them. They had much to tell our Lord. He listened, 
undoubtedly questioned them as to the content of their 
preaching, how they had preached it, and who and how 
they had assisted with their healings and exorcisms. We 
can imagine the confidence he inspired in them as they 
talked, and the gentle correction and further instruction he 
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gave them in preparation for their mission of the months 
and years to come. They were taking their first steps and 
he would have been looking ahead to when the Church 
would be launched and sustained by the Holy Spirit whom 
he and the Father would send. In the Church to come, he 
would have seen each of us. Let us think of the love with 
which he gazed on his Twelve — despite his concern for 
Judas. He had chosen them to be with him and to be sent 
out on his behalf. In them he would have seen all those 
called to be members of the Church which he was 
establishing on their foundation. As they were called to be 
his special friends, so too are we. With good reason we 
can place ourselves in their company. And so we read that 
“he said to them, ‘Come away by yourselves to a deserted 
place and rest a while. ’ People were coming and going in 
great numbers, and they had no opportunity even to eat. 
So they went off in the boat by themselves to a deserted 
place.” As we think of this scene of Christ in the midst of 
the Twelve and then leading them away for rest and further 
instruction, let us think of his love for them and for the 
Church to come which was being built on them. 
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So they went off in the boat by themselves to a 
deserted place. But we read that “ people saw them leaving 
and many came to know about it. They hastened there on 
foot from all the towns and arrived at the place before 
them. When Jesus disembarked and saw the vast crowd, 
his heart was moved with pity for them, for they were like 
sheep without a shepherd; and he began to teach them 
many things” (Mark 6: 30-34). The same love that filled 
the heart of Christ for the Twelve and for the Church which 
would be built on them, now showed itself to the crowds 
that clamoured for his attention in this deserted place. We 
are told that it was a vast crowd that had hurriedly arrived 
on foot. We read in the Gospel of St John that Christ had 
no need to be told what was in the heart of man, for he 
could read men’s hearts. In our scene today, Christ reads 
the hearts of the crowds. Disembarking, he saw the faces of 
so many individuals, men, women and children and that 
“they were like sheep without a shepherd.' 1 '' His feelings 
were feelings of pity and compassion, and undoubtedly the 
crowds knew it and had long since seen it. He drew to 
himself sinners and the poor because of his compassion for 
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them. His unceasing work and readiness to continue 
working despite lack of rest and time for food was the 
result of his love and compassion. Time and again in the 
Gospels we see that Christ simply had no time. He would 
often spend the night in prayer to God his Father. In the 
fourth chapter of St John we read that on his way from 
Judea to Galilee he passed through Samaria. At Jacob’s 
well he sat down by the well, tired, while his disciples went 
in for food. His weariness shows his constant work which 
itself shows his great love. So, too, on the occasion 
presented to us in our Gospel scene today. Having arrived 
at the deserted place to be with his disciples alone and 
resting, full of compassion he sets himself to teach the 
crowds at great length. There is no end to the love of 
Christ for man. 

As we think of Christ with the Twelve and then with 
the vast crowds, let us think of his loving compassion and 
of the enormous importance of his teaching. The teaching 
of Christ is God’s revelation to man. This revelation 
manifests his love for the world and for each one of us. It 
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is a love that is compassionate and full of understanding for 
man’s plight which is that of sheep without a shepherd. 
His Person, his love and his teaching is the answer to 
man’s need. Let us entrust ourselves to the care of the 
risen living Jesus, and resolve to live by his teaching. 

-- 
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Fifth Sunday of Ordinary Time 


Entrance Antiphon Ps 95 (94): 6-7 O come, let us worship 
God and bow low before the God who made us, for he is 
the Lord our God. 

Collect Keep your family safe, O Lord, with unfailing 
care, that, relying solely on the hope of heavenly grace, 
they may be defended always by your protection. Through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with 
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. 

Scripture today : Isaiah 6:l-2a, 3-8; Psalm 138:1-5, 7-8; 

1 Corinthians 15:1-11; Luke5:l-ll 

While the crowd was pressing in on Jesus and 
listening to the word of God, he was standing by the Lake 
of Gennesaret. He saw two boats there alongside the lake; 
the fishermen had disembarked and were washing their 
nets. Getting into one of the boats, the one belonging to 
Simon, he asked him to put out a short distance from the 
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shore. Then he sat down and taught the crowds from the 
boat. After he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, 
“Put out into deep water and lower your nets for a catch. ” 
Simon said in reply, “Master, we have worked hard all 
night and have caught nothing, but at your command I will 
lower the nets. ” When they had done this, they caught a 
great number of fish and their nets were tearing. They 
signalled to their partners in the other boat to come to help 
them. They came and filled both boats so that the boats 
were in danger of sinking. When Simon Peter saw this, he 
fell at the knees of Jesus and said, “Depart from me, Lord, 
for I am a sinful man. ” For astonishment at the catch of 
fish they had made seized him and all those with him, and 
likewise James and John, the sons of Zebedee, who were 
partners of Simon. Jesus said to Simon, “Do not be afraid; 
from now on you will be catching men. ” When they 
brought their boats to the shore, they left everything and 
followed him. (Luke 5:1-11) 

Transcendent God In a past issue of the Sydney 
Morning Herald (February 1, 2007, p.9) there was a report 
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of excavations at Stonehenge in southern England, in 
which dozens of ancient homes had been uncovered. The 
settlement was dated at about 4600 years ago, at about the 
time when the giant Egyptian pyramid of Giza was being 
built. Much of Stonehenge appears to be of a religious 
character, reminding us that religious practice was almost 
universal in ancient and prehistoric times. All the evidence 
that is available suggests the same for traditional 
Aboriginal culture in Australia during the thousands of 
years of its history. Higher supernatural beings (in some 
sense) were acknowledged, and ritual and myth shaped 
society. There is one thing, though, that seems to me to be 
worthy of further study in respect to the traditional and 
natural (as against supernatural and revealed) religions of 
the world. It is whether the higher supernatural powers of 
this or that religion were understood as truly transcending 
the world, or whether basically they were part of it, though 
occupying a much higher place in it. My own reading 
suggests to me that the supernatural beings of, for instance, 
traditional Australian Aboriginal religion did not really 
transcend the world, but fundamentally were part of it. 
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Whether or not this is so, at least the question of 
transcendence reminds us that, because we come to know 
things in the first instance through our senses, we can tend 
to accept as real only that which is part of our world. This 
can affect religion. For many years prior to his conversion, 
St Augustine could not shake off his image of God as a 
material substance. There are serious philosophies that do 
not allow for anything that cannot be confirmed 
empirically. All is merely “natural”. While the Christian 
rejects this notion and insists on a God who transcends the 
world, nevertheless it could be that, despite this religious 
tenet, many of us may in fact barely realize the 
transcendence of God. We need to work at realizing that 
God our Father is not on earth — as it were — but in 
“heaven.” He is our Father in heaven. 

Our Lord time and again referred to God as his 
Father, and whom more often than not he called his 
heavenly Father. I wonder if we ever give much thought to 
the importance of the word “heavenly”, when used by our 
Lord of his Father. On one occasion when our Lord’s 
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disciples saw him praying to his heavenly Father, they 
approached him to ask him to teach them how to pray. The 
prayer he taught them begins with a few very revealing 
words: Our Father, “who art in heaven .” In addressing God 
our Father, there is the danger of not appreciating the 
significance of his being in heaven. That God is in heaven 
does not mean that he is far away from us in a distant 
place. One of the features of many indigenous religions is 
that the principal deity is remote and withdrawn. 
Ritualistic contacts are more easily made with lesser spirits 
who are seen as more active and accessible, and the myths 
of the religion are more commonly about them. That is to 
say, the abode of the supreme being is often imagined in 
terms of a very distant land. But the real heaven is not like 
this. Heaven is God in all his transcendence. Being “in 
heaven ” means being definitively with God, face to face, in 
an intimate and permanent union with him. The truth that 
God is “in heaven ” insists that he is in no way part of this 
world. We can so easily, even unconsciously, imagine God 
to be the highest being of the universe of things seen and 
unseen. God is not just the highest among beings. He is 
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utterly other than all other beings, and the chasm is 
immeasurable. If it were otherwise, if he were in some 
sense part of the universe of things seen and unseen, 
though superior to everything else in it — as is, I think, the 
implicit notion in many religions — then he would not be 
the one and only God. He transcends all. Yet at the same 
time he is intimately near for he holds in existence 
everything that is, seen and unseen. In Michaelangelo’s 
painting of the creation of Adam, God’s finger touches 
Adam. God’s finger, as it were, touches the tiniest particle 
that exists, and his ongoing touch sustains the being of all 
things for their allotted span. 

All of this we are reminded of in today’s Gospel 
(Luke 5:1-11) when Simon, having made his miraculous 
catch of fish at the command of our Lord, fell at the feet of 
Jesus and said to him, “ Leave me, Lord; I am a sinful 
man.” His words bore witness to the transcendent holiness 
and power of Jesus. In Christ dwells the fullness of the 
godhead bodily. In him dwells the thrice-holy God. 
Christ’s divinity utterly transcends the world, and in him 
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heaven was present. Yet by becoming man he who 
transcends the world became part of it as well. The 
Christian religion worships a God who is utterly other, but 
who, as man, is God-with-us as our Brother. As we think 
of Simon’s words, let us pray for a profound realization of 
the utter transcendence of God our Father. Our Father is 
“in heaven,” a heaven that is utterly beyond and yet which, 
in Christ, is at the same time utterly near. 

Further reading : The Catechism of the Catholic Church, 
no.2794-2796 (Our Father in heaven) 

-- 
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Monday of the Fifth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 95 (94): 6-7 O come, let us worship 
God and bow low before the God who made us, for he is 
the Lord our God. 

Collect Keep your family safe, O Lord, with unfailing 
care, that, relying solely on the hope of heavenly grace, 
they may be defended always by your protection. Through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with 
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. 

Scripture today : Genesis 1:1-19; Psalm 104:1-2a, 5-6, 
10 and 12, 24 and 35c; Mark 6:53-56 

After making the crossing to the other side of the sea, 
Jesus and his disciples came to land at Gennesaret and tied 
up there. As they were leaving the boat, people 
immediately recognized him. They scurried about the 
surrounding country and began to bring in the sick on mats 
to wherever they heard he was. Whatever villages or 
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towns or countryside he entered, they laid the sick in the 
marketplaces and begged him that they might touch only 
the tassel on his cloak; and as many as touched it were 
healed. (Mark 6:53-56) 

Come to Jesus Our Gospel scene today places us 
with Jesus and his disciples landing at Gennesaret. As they 
left the boat, those who were near the shore immediately 
recognized him and word spread like wildfire. People 
hurried from the surrounding region and brought to him all 
the sick they could (Mark 6:53-56). This was typical of so 
many villages and towns he entered. St Mark writes that 
all they needed to do was touch him, and healing would 
come. So many were sick and helpless, especially in the 
ancient world when medical science was, by comparison 
with our own, so limited, and where in any case so many 
lived far from professional medical attention. They 
hungered for life and health, and many lacked the light to 
see any true meaning in their physical plight. Christ 
offered them hope. His power to do good for them seemed 
(and was) without limit. Whatever their need, he was able 
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to help them, and if he ever refused a request it was for a 
good purpose and because the request was not in accord 
with the will of God. On the one hand, this picture of 
sickness and need reminds us of the profoundly broken 
situation of fallen man stemming from sin. On the other, 
while Christ gave himself to this ministry of healing, it is 
clear that he did so to give a sign of a much greater 
blessing that he had come to bring. His miracles were a 
sign of the coming of God’s Kingdom which would be a 
Kingdom of holiness. It is this which he especially had 
come to offer. St John the Baptist, at the beginning of his 
public ministry pointed Christ out and said of him, “ There 
is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.” 
Years before this, the angel had said in a dream to Joseph 
before Christ was born that he would save his people from 
their sins. It was the evil of sin which he had come to take 
away. His wide ranging healings and his raising of some 
from the dead were meant to signal to the people the 
coming of God’s kingdom, its establishment in the hearts 
of men, the gift of a new life, and the release from the 
power of sin. 
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But the true and deeper evil of sin which Christ had 
come to take away — the holiness of life which would be 
his gift to all who come to him — was not of interest to the 
body of the people. 7 was sent, he told his disciples on one 
occasion, to the lost sheep of the House of Israel, and it 
was to the people of Israel that he sent his disciples during 
the period of his public ministry. But the deeper message 
was not accepted. St John, in the prologue to his Gospel, 
writes that he came unto his own and his own did not 
accept him. For those who did accept him he gave power 
to become children of God. St John in his Gospel speaks 
of the miracles of Christ as being signs, signs of the much 
greater benefits of redemption and sanctification he offers 
all who come to him. But now, let us pause to contemplate 
the crowds of our Gospel scene today, and let us identify 
with them. Consider the rapid spread of word about his 
arrival (Mark 6:53-56). Could it not be taken as a symbol 
of the response we and all mankind are called to show to 
Christ, and to the deeper blessings of redemption he has 
gained for us by his death and resurrection? The crowds 
are everywhere spreading the word of his arrival, bringing 
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their sick to him, reaching out to him for healing and solace 
— let us contemplate these scenes of the people as pointers 
to what we ought be doing, but at a deeper and more 
important level. We all suffer from the profoundly 
debilitating and lethal disease of sin. Sin is passed on to 
each of us as our inheritance and as children of Adam. We 
cooperate with this proneness to sin to a greater or lesser 
extent. It is a great serpent, as we may call it, that is found 
in the heart and soul of each of us, and only Christ can rid 
us of its presence. So we should come — running — to 
him as our hope. Christ invites us to come to him 
unhesitatingly. He has the love and the power to deal with 
sin and to make us holy. We ought hurry towards him 
bringing before him our own sinful selves together with 
our fellow-sinners and the varied effects of sin in the 
world. We ought be like the people who hurried 
everywhere passing word of his arrival and bringing to him 
all we can for his healing touch. 

We know where Christ is to be found. He is to be 
found in his Church, the Church he founded and within 
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which he constantly abides as Head. Within the life of his 
Church of which he is the Head he acts in the Sacraments 
he instituted. Most especially he offers himself and his 
sanctifying action in the Sacraments of the Eucharist and 
Penance, and he teaches and preaches in the teaching and 
the preaching of the Church’s pastors and all who have a 
responsibility to hand on his word. Let us then come to 
him and find light and life in his name. 

-- 
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Tuesday of the Fifth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 95 (94): 6-7 O come, let us worship 
God and bow low before the God who made us, for he is 
the Lord our God. 

Collect Keep your family safe, O Lord, with unfailing 
care, that, relying solely on the hope of heavenly grace, 
they may be defended always by your protection. Through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with 
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. 

Scripture today : Genesis l:20-2:4a; Psalm 8:4-5, 6-7, 8-9; 

Mark 7:1-13 

When the Pharisees with some scribes who had come 
from Jerusalem gathered around Jesus, they observed that 
some of his disciples ate their meals with unclean, that is, 
unwashed, hands. (For the Pharisees and, in fact, all 
Jews, do not eat without carefully washing their hands, 
keeping the tradition of the elders. And on coming from 
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the marketplace they do not eat without purifying 
themselves. And there are many other things that they 
have traditionally observed, the purification of cups and 
jugs and kettles. So the Pharisees and scribes questioned 
him, “Why do your disciples not follow the tradition of the 
elders but instead eat a meal with unclean hands?” He 
responded, “Well did Isaiah prophesy about you 
hypocrites, as it is written: This people honours me with 
their lips, but their hearts are far from me; in vain do they 
worship me, teaching as doctrines human precepts. You 
disregard God’s commandment but cling to human 
tradition. ” He went on to say, “How well you have set 
aside the commandment of God in order to uphold your 
tradition! For Moses said, Honour your father and your 
mother, and Whoever curses father or mother shall die. 
Yet you say, ‘If someone says to father or mother, ‘Any 
support you might have had from me is qorban ’ (meaning, 
dedicated to God), you allow him to do nothing more for 
his father or mother. You nullify the word of God in favour 
of your tradition that you have handed on. And you do 
many such things. ” (Mark 7:1-13) 
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Truth in religion There were many things about 
which the scribes and Pharisees took hostile issue with 
Jesus, but in general their attack on him seems to have 
begun from his perceived departure from the practices of 
religion which they required of the people. We have an 
instance of this in today’s Gospel scene, where they 
complained to him that his “disciples do not follow the 
tradition of the elders but instead eat a meal with unclean 
hands.'” Obviously, making a religious duty of cleanliness 
has a place in the practice of religion. But this “ tradition of 
the elders ” — and “ many other things that they have 
traditionally observed, the purification of cups and jugs 
and kettles and beds ” — had come to be regarded as 
virtually divine commands. Many of them were man-made 
displacements of the commands of God himself. Christ 
disregarded many of them in his teaching and example. He 
was perceived by many of the scribes and Pharisees as 
dislodging them from their position of authority in the 
religion of the nation. Christ insisted on the religion 
revealed by God, and of course he was indicating that he 
himself is the interpreter of that religion. More than this, 
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the full sweep of his ministry would show that he is the 
very author of that religion and the supreme revelation of 
it. On another occasion he said to his enemies that “before 
Abraham ever was, I am ”, indicating that he himself was 
Yahweh God who revealed himself to Moses in the 
burning bush. They picked up stones to stone him with, 
but he calmly escaped. As we ponder our Lord’s words of 
reply to the Pharisees, let us resolve to embrace every day 
the religion revealed by God and live by it in faith. Let us 
not replace it with something else — as did they. It is an 
inestimable benefit to man that God has revealed to us a 
religion that will please and glorify him. 

Our Gospel scene today shows us on the one hand the 
disciples of Jesus gathered around him and acknowledging 
him as their master, and on the other hand the Pharisees 
and some scribes who placed their allegiance elsewhere. 
One group is for Christ, the other opposes him. Let us 
place ourselves in the company of the disciples in this 
Gospel scene and resolve to adhere to Christ as our Light. 
It is important that every man and woman strive to know 
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the religion revealed by God, and also to know what is not 
that religion, despite claims of many to the contrary. Now, 
one of the dangers of our day is the implicit assumption 
that in matters of religion no one is actually wrong. The 
only right position is the sincere position. If one’s stance 
is sincere (though it may not even be the result of a truly 
personal and deliberate judgment), then it is objectively 
right for you. In matters of religion no one is wrong, 
provided everyone is sincere. This assumption has not 
only struck root in the realm of religion, but holds the field 
in many other domains of the mind as well. It is what Pope 
Benedict XVI famously referred to as the dictatorship of 
relativism. It produces a liberal attitude towards objective 
religious and moral truth, such that the sense of urgency in 
attaining a certain and correct knowledge of revealed truth 
fades away as being unimportant or impossible. When we 
consider the number of religions in the world, and how 
radically different even the world religions are, it must be 
that a great number of persons are not in the truth, despite 
their being sincere. Contradictions cannot be, under the 
same respect, correct. But our common assumption is that 
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truth as such in religion (and morals) is not important. Let 
us then resolve to reject that liberalism in religion that does 
not bother with placing a supreme priority on finding and 
possessing the objective truth revealed by God. 

The true religion is embodied in the Person of Christ. 
Christ abides within the Church he founded, and he 
ministers to man in and through the ministry and 
Sacraments of that Church. In our Gospel scene today, 
Christ’s disciples were gathered around him and took their 
stand with him. Let us do the same. Let us gather around 
Christ in his Church where he abides and continues to 
minister to his faithful and to the world. That Church is the 
Church of the ages and of all places. It is the Catholic 
Church of Peter and the Twelve, and their successors. 

-- 
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Wednesday of the Fifth Week of Ordinary Time 


Entrance Antiphon Ps 95 (94): 6-7 O come, let us worship 
God and bow low before the God who made us, for he is 
the Lord our God. 

Collect Keep your family safe, O Lord, with unfailing 
care, that, relying solely on the hope of heavenly grace, 
they may be defended always by your protection. Through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with 
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. 

Scripture today : Genesis 2:4b-9, 15-17; Ps 104:1-2, 27-30; 

Mark 7:14-23 

Jesus summoned the crowd again and said to them, 
“Hear me, all of you, and understand. Nothing that enters 
one from outside can defile that person; but the things that 
come out from within are what defile. ” When he got home 
away from the crowd his disciples questioned him about 
the parable. He said to them, “Are even you likewise 
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without understanding? Do you not realize that everything 
that goes into a person from outside cannot defile, since it 
enters not the heart but the stomach and passes out into the 
latrine?” (Thus he declared all foods clean.) “But what 
comes out of the man, that is what defiles him. From 
within the man, from his heart, come evil thoughts, 
unchastity, theft, murder, adultery, greed, malice, deceit, 
licentiousness, envy, blasphemy, arrogance, folly. All these 
evils come from within and they defile. ” (Mark 7:14-23) 

Religion of the heart From time to time there are 
reports in the news media of the vast numbers of Hindus in 
India participating in the ceremonial washing in the Ganges 
River. It is a most important Hindu ritual which brings 
together immense numbers of Hindus, and it strikingly 
manifests man’s natural and religious sense of sin — 
whatever be the word for “sin” that is used. Hinduism is a 
great world religion and is a notable indication of man’s 
natural religious sense. The ritual purification that plays 
such a significant part in it is worthy of reflection. Over 
the years of his literary and theological career Cardinal 
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Newman (1801-1890) gradually worked out the elements 
of a philosophy of religion. His philosophy of religion 
could be said to be based on the natural sense of sin which 
is — or normally should be — instinctive to man. He often 
made the point that the religion typical of philosophy and 
civilization is not particularly authentic because it tends to 
snuff out the sense of sin. Now, there is surely no doubt as 
to the importance of a sense of sin. If we are unaware that 
we are guilty of sin and in need of purification, if we are 
unaware of the capital importance of avoiding sin and 
being freed of it, then nature itself will plainly intimate to 
us that we shall gradually sink into one form or another of 
spiritual corruption. Well, beginning from the Old 
Testament, the religion revealed by God is distinguished by 
concern for sin. Yahweh God is the Holy One, and he says 
to us, “Be holy, for I am holy ” (Lev. 11: 45). Holiness and 
moral goodness is stipulated as a requirement of a deep 
relationship with God. If his people keep his 
commandments then he will be with them as their God. It 
is not enough merely to observe ritual practices (though 
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this is very necessary) for moral action. It is also necessary 
to have virtues, such as justice and mercy. 

In our Gospel today our Lord points out the religious 
aberration, which had gradually taken hold in the religion 
taught by many of the spiritual leaders of Israel. The great 
concern for religious purity before God was an authentic 
note of revealed religion, but many had come to understand 
and teach this as primarily involving external purity. The 
Gospel of St Mark shows that physical cleanliness in its 
various forms and the avoidance of things (such as certain 
foods) which were unclean, had become largely a 
substitute for the inner purity of heart which was the true 
end of revealed religion. It is sin which defiles, and it is at 
this level that purification has to be put into effect. It is sin 
which has to be avoided and taken away by some form of 
purification of the heart and soul. The religion of the Old 
Testament was truly revealed but it awaited fulfilment in 
its core concern: the redemption and cleansing from sin. 
This was to be the supreme work of the Messiah, to take 
away the sin of the world and to establish God’s Kingdom 
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in which to him, to Jesus Christ, would be the glory. As 
John the Baptist said of Jesus, he is the Lamb of God who 
takes away the sin of the world. He has done this by his 
death and resurrection. In our Gospel today our Lord 
points out that it is ‘ from within the man, from his heart, 
come evil thoughts, unchastity, theft, murder, adultery, 
greed, malice, deceit, licentiousness, envy, blasphemy, 
arrogance, folly. All these evils come from within and they 
defile A (Mark 7:14-23). We must aim at holiness of the 
heart and goodness of soul, and seek grace to attain it. 
That is to say, we must have as the object of our personal 
religion putting on the mind of Christ. As St Paul said in 
one of his Letters, “ Let this mind be in you that was in 
Christ Jesus A It is the heart of Christ which we must study 
and come to love. Our whole object in life must be to 
attain, with the power of the Holy Spirit, the likeness of 
Christ within, at the level of the mind and heart. 

It is a common phrase to speak of the tip of the 
iceberg. In a sense what we say and do is just the tip of the 
iceberg. The bulk of the iceberg is out of sight and 


- 1165 - 



underneath. That bulk is what is going on in our mind and 
heart. Our thoughts, our desires, our loves and our hates 
constitute the world of the heart. It is this inner man which 
must be made new and shaped in a radical likeness to the 
heart of Christ. This is the religion we must live, and it is 
the religion our Lord calls us to in today’s Gospel. 

-- 
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Thursday of the Fifth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 95 (94): 6-7 O come, let us worship 
God and bow low before the God who made us, for he is 
the Lord our God. 

Collect Keep your family safe, O Lord, with unfailing 
care, that, relying solely on the hope of heavenly grace, 
they may be defended always by your protection. Through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with 
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. 

Scripture today : Genesis 2:18-25; Psalm 128:1-2, 3, 4-5; 

Mark 7:24-30 

Jesus went to the district of Tyre. He entered a house 
and wanted no one to know about it, but he could not 
escape notice. Soon a woman whose daughter had an 
unclean spirit heard about him. She came and fell at his 
feet. The woman was a Greek, a Syrophoenician by birth, 
and she begged him to drive the demon out of her 
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daughter. He said to her, “Let the children be fed first. 
For it is not right to take the food of the children and throw 
it to the dogs. ” She replied and said to him, “Lord, even 
the dogs under the table eat the children’s scraps. ” Then 
he said to her, “For saying this, you may go. The demon 
has gone out of your daughter. ” When the woman went 
home, she found the child lying in bed and the demon gone. 
(Mark 7:24-30) 

Christ is for all In our Gospel passage today our 
Lord goes into the district of Tyre, which was considerably 
pagan. His entering a house secretly to avoid being noticed 
suggests that he has come to this district to get away from 
the crowds in Galilee and Judea and from the persecuting 
Jewish authorities. He wanted a respite to continue his 
intensive formation of his apostles, for time was limited. 
But the house was not to be the hide-away he had hoped, 
for word got around and “soon a woman whose daughter 
had an unclean spirit heard about him. She came and fell 
at his feet. The woman was a Greek, a Syrophoenician by 
birth, and she begged him to drive the demon out of her 
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daughter .” Let us imagine the scene and contemplate the 
pagan woman who comes insisting that he drive the demon 
out of her daughter. Her love for her daughter and her 
helplessness before her plight drove her in her prayer. She 
appears out of nowhere and once the favour is obtained she 
disappears out of sight. Her untold story is a picture in 
miniature of the broken human condition and Satan’s 
presence in it. She, a “Greek” as Mark calls the Gentiles, 
bespeaks the natural man’s crying need of a redeemer who 
will deliver him from the power of the underworld. In 
man’s history of superstitions, fortune telling, astrology, 
spiritism, New Age, and countless other tangled by-ways, 
the Syrophoenician woman is surely an example for all, of 
whom it is that man ought to turn to for relief from the 
thraldom of evil. Christ was visiting her pagan land and 
she heard about it. She had the sense and good fortune to 
come to him in her desperate situation. Most importantly, 
she placed her faith in him, such as her faith with all its 
limitations was. She shows that to a point natural man can 
respond to the news of Christ and rise to a certain level of 
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faith in him. Nature is called by God to grace, and grace 
fulfils it. 


But more revealing is the response of Christ to her 
words. She came to him and he rebuffed her with words 
that did not seem to be kind. Her request did not attain its 
goal immediately. Of course we are not told whether 
Christ said these words smilingly or somewhat severely, 
but our immediate impression suggests that he did not say 
them with a warm smile — though we know that charity 
and compassion filled his sacred heart. His response was a 
test, and this test reminds us that God can choose to test 
those who come to him including those who come to him 
for a favour without what we might call a developed faith. 
Christ chose to test the pagan woman with a 
none-too-flattering image: “He said to her, ‘Let the 
children be fed first. For it is not right to take the food of 
the children and throw it to the dogs (Mark 7:24-30). His 
own mission was almost exclusively to the children of 
Israel, especially to their lost ones. They were the children, 
and let us say in passing that our Lord’s words here remind 
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us of the faithfulness of God in looking after his own. He 
sent his own divine Son to dwell among his chosen people. 
By extension, our Lord’s words to the pagan woman 
remind us that those who are members of the Church he 
founded — the new Israel — are the object of his special 
love, a love manifested in the Person and abiding presence 
of his Son among us. His response to her, assuring her 
with warmth that her faith had saved her daughter, reminds 
us that all who come to Christ in faith can expect from him 
what is best. Therefore, we who are disciples of Christ 
ought bring to those around us word of his Person and 
presence, inviting them to go to him in their need. But they 
must go to him in faith. The challenge is to believe 
enduringly, with perseverance. All too often people came 
to him in their need and then once the need had been met, 
their interest in him diminished, especially if his teaching 
was too hard. One presumes the Syrophenician woman 
had no more contact with him. 

Christ abides in the Church, and our mission is to 
speak of him to all, and to tell them where he is to be found 
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in his fullness. Christ was there in the region of Tyre, and 
in a house unbeknown to most. But word got around. Let 
us do all we can to bring Christ to all, most especially to 
the poor and to those who are suffering any form of 
affliction. 


Vb»©«dv 


- 1172 - 





Friday of the Fifth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 95 (94): 6-7 O come, let us worship 
God and bow low before the God who made us, for he is 
the Lord our God. 

Collect Keep your family safe, O Lord, with unfailing 
care, that, relying solely on the hope of heavenly grace, 
they may be defended always by your protection. Through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with 
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. 

Scripture today : Genesis 3:1-8; Psalm 32:1-2, 5, 6, 7; 

Mark 7:31-37 

Jesus left the district of Tyre and went by way of Sidon 
to the Sea of Galilee, into the district of the Decapolis. 
And people brought to him a deaf man who had a speech 
impediment and begged him to lay his hand on him. He 
took him off by himself away from the crowd. He put his 
finger into the man's ears and, spitting, touched his tongue; 
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then he looked up to heaven and groaned, and said to him, 
“Ephphatha!” (that is, “Be opened!”) And immediately the 
man’s ears were opened, his speech impediment was 
removed, and he spoke plainly. He ordered them not to tell 
anyone. But the more he ordered them not to, the more 
they proclaimed it. They were exceedingly astonished and 
they said, “He has done all things well. He makes the deaf 
hear and the mute speak. ” (Mark 7:31-37) 

Holiness In the passage immediately before this one 
in the Gospel of St Mark our Lord has been in the region of 
Tyre in retreat from the throngs of people seeking him for 
healing from their afflictions. The purpose of retreats such 
as this was above all to provide greater instructions to the 
Twelve for their coming mission as the foundation stones 
of the Church he would found. Now, in our Gospel today 
(Mark 7:31-37) he returns from Tyre and our scene finds 
him again in a Gentile district, that of the Decapolis. Once 
again, some people “brought him a deaf man who had an 
impediment in his speech; and they asked him to lay his 
hand on him.” Let us notice this detail that “they asked him 
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to lay his hand on him’’’ Our Lord, then, had what we 
might call a well-known ritual of placing his hand on the 
one he was about to heal. Busy as he was with such 
requests he did not often just utter a word of healing and 
send a person off. There were exceptions to this — the 
Syrophoenician woman was one case. Our Lord cured her 
daughter with a mere word. It was the same with the 
centurion, but the centurion demurred at our Lord coming 
personally to him. But otherwise the indications we have 
show that our Lord commonly gave a very personal touch 
to his healings. In our case today there is even more of this 
personal touch. “He took him off by himself away from the 
crowd. He put his finger into the man's ears and, spitting, 
touched his tongue; then he looked up to heaven and 
groaned, and said to him, 'Ephphatha!’ (that is, 'Be 
opened'!)” Christ is showing the afflicted man that he is 
the object of very personal attention. He takes the trouble 
to show his deliberate involvement in the life of a suffering 
individual. Now, if we appeal to Christ, he will attend to 
us personally. 
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At various points in the Gospel we see Christ 
commanding the one he has healed not to spread abroad the 
healing he had been granted, though in this too there are 
exceptions. One exception to this was when, having healed 
the one possessed by the devils called “Legion” on another 
occasion here in this Decapolis region, he told him to go 
and make known what God in his mercy had done for him. 
Nevertheless we do see that time and again Christ 
commanded the cured person not to tell others about it. 
Why was this? It was because this healing ministry was not 
Christ’s principal work and he did not want it to be taken 
as the primary benefit he was sent by his heavenly Father 
to bring to man. His work was something incomparably 
greater and his miracles were signs that he had the power 
and the love to establish the Kingdom he was announcing. 
Jesus desired to concentrate — and he wished others to 
concentrate — on his principal mission which was to 
announce, explain and establish God’s Kingdom. That 
Kingdom in which God would be ruler of the hearts of men 
and in which he would enable them to live the life 
preached by Christ, would come above all through his 
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death and resurrection. Personal holiness, the overcoming 
of sin, the transformation of the heart of man, all this was 
the mission he had come to fulfil. He had come to bring to 
each individual the immense heavenly blessing of God’s 
Kingdom which would be within. The heart of man would 
be transformed by the power of God’s grace, and God 
would be all in all. As we read of Christ treating the man 
with the speech impediment in such a personal and 
individual way, and as we then read of his ordering him 
and his friends not to tell others about this physical healing, 
let us focus our lives on the true meaning of Christ’s 
Person, teaching and ministry. 

Let us pray for a knowledge of the Person of Christ 
and for a true understanding of the plan of God for us. Let 
us not be side-tracked into looking on Christ in ways that 
miss the essential purpose of his coming. He has come 
above all to make saints of us, hidden saints immersed in 
the ordinary life and transforming that ordinary and humble 
life into something which, before God, has an eternal 
grandeur, the grandeur of life in Christ. 
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Saturday of the Fifth Week of Ordinary Time 


Entrance Antiphon Ps 95 (94): 6-7 O come, let us worship 
God and bow low before the God who made us, for he is 
the Lord our God. 

Collect Keep your family safe, O Lord, with unfailing 
care, that, relying solely on the hope of heavenly grace, 
they may be defended always by your protection. Through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with 
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. 

Scripture today : Genesis 3:9-24; Psalm 90:2-6, 12-13; 

Mark 8:1-10 

In those days when there again was a great crowd 
without anything to eat, Jesus summoned the disciples and 
said, “My heart is moved with pity for the crowd, because 
they have been with me now for three days and have 
nothing to eat. If I send them away hungry to their homes, 
they will collapse on the way, and some of them have come 
a great distance. ” His disciples answered him, “Where can 
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anyone get enough bread to satisfy them here in this 
deserted place? ” Still he asked them, “How many loaves 
do you have? ” They replied, “Seven. ” He ordered the 
crowd to sit down on the ground. Then, taking the seven 
loaves he gave thanks, broke them, and gave them to his 
disciples to distribute, and they distributed them to the 
crowd. They also had a few fish. He said the blessing over 
them and ordered them distributed also. They ate and 
were satisfied. They picked up the fragments left over — 
seven baskets. There were about four thousand people. He 
dismissed the crowd and got into the boat with his disciples 
and came to the region of Dalmanutha. (Mark 8:1-10) 

Following Christ When we read the Gospels we 
should read with a view to contemplating the living Person 
of Jesus, and in order to understand his salvific mission. St 
John in his Gospel narrates that our Lord in his prayer to 
his heavenly Father during the Last Supper said that 
“eternal life is this, to know you Father, and Jesus Christ 
whom you have sent?' So our purpose in reading the 
Gospels is to come to know Jesus in the first instance and. 
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in him, to know the Father and the Floly Spirit. Well then, 
let us contemplate him. There was following him “ a great 
crowd without anything to eat ” (Mark 8:1-10). While those 
who made up this particular crowd would have been a 
mixed lot, let us take them as symbolizing the numbers 
who would come to follow Jesus down the ages “ without 
anything to eat ”, as it were. Let us extend our image and 
look on the Gospel crowd as a pointer to those of Christ’s 
faithful who choose to follow the Lamb wherever he goes. 
Let us think of those who trust in God’s loving providence 
as they find in the Person of Christ what he truly is: their 
life and their light. The needs of the crowd following 
Christ evoke from him a great act of power and 
compassion. They have nothing to eat, and practically 
nothing is at hand to feed them. So Christ blesses his 
heavenly Father for the meagre particles of food before 
him and at a word proceeds to feed the four thousand 
people seated in front of him. The scene is a revelation of 
the immense power of Christ over all things — in this case 
over the limits of nature — and of the merciful character of 
his power. Christ shows his power in acts of love, pity and 
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mercy. In him is revealed a God who is love. Indeed, if 
we are to come to know God we should contemplate the 
face of Christ. As Pope Benedict XVI was fond of saying 
in his writings, Jesus Christ is the face of God. 

Over the course of life very many things come our 
way. There are consolations, achievements, vicissitudes, 
and many disappointments. There can be bad health, 
physical operations, financial distress and reversals, 
anxiety stemming from various family members, joys and 
sorrows. But in all of this there is one thing we are called 
to do, if life is to acquire its true meaning and if it is to be 
fruitful in the sight of God. It is that we must follow Christ 
wherever this might lead us and whatever might be the 
cost. His Person and his teaching and his grace are the 
constants in our life. We must exercise all the due prudence 
that is pleasing to God, but in the last analysis the only 
truly prudent thing is to be ready to forego everything for 
the sake of Christ whom we are following. We do this 
knowing that he will look after us. He does not need much 
to work his wonders, and our Gospel passage today shows 
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our Lord feeding the crowds with but a few loaves and the 
fish. There is one pattern that we may well notice when 
great perplexities enter our lives. It is that if we trust in 
Christ and ask persistently for his help in being obedient to 
the will of God, we may well be surprised at the sequel as 
we look back on it long afterwards. The power and the 
compassion of God may well become evident to us. In any 
case we must trust, and this is surely the abiding lesson 
from our Gospel passage today. The same Christ who is 
described in today’s Gospel, the same one who exercised 
such power and showed such pity, lives now in the life of 
the Church, his body. He is present among us in the 
Church’s ministry of the word and the Sacraments. He is 
in our midst in this way, inviting us to make him and his 
teaching the object of our life whatever be the 
inconvenience and cost, knowing that he will look after us. 

As is often narrated, St Thomas More once wrote 
while awaiting the scaffold, “though I lose my head I’ll 
come to no harm.” Christ who lives now, and who is 
God-with-us in the Church of which he is the head, asks of 
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us that we give him our faith. He is the constant in our 
world of flux and uncertainty. He is the one thing that is 
utterly certain, the truth that abides, the grace that will 
never fail. He invites each of us to come to him and learn 
from him, especially from his sacred heart which is 
revealed in our Gospel text today, just as it is in the whole 
sweep of the Gospels. 

-- 
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Sixth Sunday of Ordinary Time 


Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 31 (30): 3-4 Be my protector, 
O God, a mighty stronghold to save me. For you are my 
rock, my stronghold! Lead me, guide me, for the sake of 
your name. 

Collect O God, who teach us that you abide in hearts that 
are just and true, grant that we may be so fashioned by 
your grace as to become a dwelling pleasing to you. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Jeremiah 17:5-8; Psalm 1:1-2, 3, 4, 6; 

1 Corinthians 15:12, 16-20; Luke 6:17, 20-26 

Jesus came down with the twelve and stood on a 
stretch of level ground with a great crowd of his disciples 
and a large number of the people from all Judea and 
Jerusalem and the coastal region of Tyre and Sidon. And 
raising his eyes toward his disciples he said: ‘'Blessed are 
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you who are poor, for the kingdom of God is yours. 
Blessed are you who are now hungry, for you will be 
satisfied. Blessed are you who are now weeping, for you 
will laugh. Blessed are you when people hate you, and 
when they exclude and insult you, and denounce your name 
as evil on account of the Son of Man. Rejoice and leap for 
joy on that day! Behold, your reward will be great in 
heaven. For their ancestors treated the prophets in the 
same way. But woe to you who are rich, for you have 
received your consolation. Woe to you who are filled now, 
for you will be hungry. Woe to you who laugh now, for you 
will grieve and weep. Woe to you when all speak well of 
you, for their ancestors treated the false prophets in this 
way. ” (Luke 6:17, 20-26) 

Happiness I remember years ago when I was a 
student I was discussing with a fellow student the essence 
and necessity of morality. What is it to be moral, and why 
should we be moral? In response to this question he said to 
me that, rather than this being the issue for him, basically 
what he wanted was to be happy. It was a very good 
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comment because it implied that the fundamental 
obligation to be good needs to be connected with our basic 
desire for happiness. The profound link between holiness 
(moral goodness) and peace (happiness) ought be 
appreciated, and each is connected with the other. It is 
impossible to be happy if one is not good, and a goodness 
in which happiness is absent lacks authenticity. The quest 
for happiness is a fundamental starting point in the heart of 
man. It is instinctive and natural and is implanted in man 
by his Creator in order that he may actually find that 
happiness. God means us to be happy. So profound a part 
of human nature is this, that the thought of a human being 
who does not want to be happy is almost unimaginable, 
and wherever there is such a person we know that 
something is wrong with him. The critical issue is, though, 
how is happiness to be understood, and what steps are to be 
taken to gain it? Above all, what has God revealed in 
answer to this? From the answers to this will flow certain 
choices that will set a person’s course in this life and in the 
next. Let us turn to our Gospel today (Luke 6:17, 20-26) 
and notice right away that our Lord in his beatitudes 
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addresses man’s desire to be happy. In doing this our Lord 
is taking up a basic Old Testament theme. God had called 
Abraham from his native country to a new land which he 
would give him. He promised Abraham that through him 
all the nations would be blessed. He was promising 
blessings to the world through Abraham’s posterity. When 
his descendants were enslaved in Egypt, God sent Moses to 
lead them out to the promised land. If they accepted him 
as their God and kept his commandments, he would be 
their God and would bless them. 

That is to say, God held out to his chosen people the 
promise of happiness if they remained faithful to their 
covenant with him as their Lord. So happiness would flow 
from obeying God’s commands. Now, we notice that in 
the Old Testament promise of future happiness and 
blessings, the emphasis was given to happiness in this life. 
If they were faithful to God and his covenant with them, 
they would be blessed and happy in this life, while, of 
course including (however vaguely) the next. Now, this 
emphasis in the Old Testament was (of course) true, and 
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we remember how our Lord himself promised those who 
follow him generously a true happiness (“a hundredfold ”) 
in this life — but together with the Cross, with 
persecutions. The Old Testament revelation was 
incomplete and one which many of the children of Israel 
misunderstood, even though there were outstanding 
examples of holiness in the Old Testament. That 
misunderstanding is one in which we can all very easily 
share. Our constant tendency precisely in our religion is to 
look for happiness in this world and scarcely beyond it. In 
the Beatitudes according to St Luke today, our Lord reveals 
wherein lies our true happiness, and his words complete 
what God had already revealed in the Old Testament about 
the happiness intended for man. If all we had were the 
conclusions of human reason, or the revelation of the Old 
Testament, our knowledge of man’s happiness would be 
very limited. Our Lord promises a true and authentic 
happiness, a happiness which is a share in his own 
happiness and a share in the beatitude of God himself. It 
is centered on his kingdom. Therein lies the happiness of 
man, and that kingdom is present in this life but is to be 
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fully enjoyed in the next. It is the happiness our Lord 
himself enjoyed on this earth and which he enjoys in his 
glory. Happy are you who are poor: yours is the kingdom 
of God. The one whose treasure is not in this world but in 
God and his kingdom will be truly happy. The one who 
hungers, who is deprived of human respect and natural 
joys, the one who is persecuted for his belief in Christ - in 
a word the one who looks to Christ as his life - will enjoy 
the truest happiness here while bearing his daily cross, and 
will obtain perfect happiness hereafter. 

Let us ask ourselves what is it that we are seeking in 
life in order to be happy. If we are looking to God, let us 
ask ourselves if we are not putting our bets on other things 
as well. Let us look to Christ, and to all else only in Christ. 
For me, St Paul said, to live is Christ. Yes indeed, for 
Christ is our life and our divinely-intended happiness. 

Further reading : Catechism of the Catholic Church , 
no. 1716-1724 (Our call to happiness) 

-- 
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Monday of the Sixth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 31 (30): 3-4 Be my protector, 
O God, a mighty stronghold to save me. For you are my 
rock, my stronghold! Lead me, guide me, for the sake of 
your name. 

Collect O God, who teach us that you abide in hearts that 
are just and true, grant that we may be so fashioned by 
your grace as to become a dwelling pleasing to you. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Genesis 4:1-15, 25; Psalm 50:1 and 8, 
16bc-17, 20-21; Mark 8:11-13 

The Pharisees came forward and began to argue with 
Jesus, seeking from him a sign from heaven to test him. He 
sighed from the depth of his spirit and said, “Why does this 
generation seek a sign ? Amen, I say to you, no sign will be 
given to this generation. ” Then he left them, got into the 
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boat again, and went off to the other shore. (Mark 
8:11-13) 

The Person of Jesus In our Gospel passage today 
we find ourselves in a scene which is often repeated in 
other parts of the Gospels. “The Pharisees came forward 
and began to argue with Jesus, seeking from him a sign 
from heaven to test him ” (Mark 8:11). Here we have the 
noblest and most exalted person who ever walked the earth 
being subjected to persistent disputes and opposition. He is 
no ordinary human person, however eminent. He is a 
divine Person. This Jesus who is the subject of the Gospels 
is God the Son, the same God as is the Father and as is the 
Holy Spirit, though as a Person he is distinct from each of 
the other two divine Persons. From all eternity his glory 
was that of God, a glory shared also by the Father and by 
the Holy Spirit. Yet he did not hesitate to set aside this 
glory to become as we are, and humbler still, even to death 
on the Cross. And here in our Gospel passage today we 
see him in his fully human condition subjected to the 
unreasonable humiliation of being opposed and taken to 
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task by those whom, as God, he constantly holds in 
existence. Through him, St John tells us in his prologue, 
all things came to be. He came unto his own and his own 
did not receive him, but to those who did accept him he 
gave power to become children of God. So as we think of 
Christ being affronted by the attacks and hostile 
questioning by the Pharisees who demanded from him a 
sign from heaven to test him, let us think of the extent and 
wonder of the Incarnation. God truly became man, and 
though utterly holy, utterly powerful, utterly perfect, he 
allowed himself to be treated as if he were an ordinary and 
flawed man. He became as men are, and humbler still. 
Gazing on Christ with our mind’s eye and contemplating 
him in our scene, let us be filled with amazement that God 
has deigned to become man, a man like us in all things but 
sin, and in becoming man, to subject himself to the 
indignities so often characteristic of the human condition. 

As we think thus of the Person of Jesus and renew in 
our hearts our sense of wonder at his becoming man, let us 
also turn our gaze to the Pharisees who were arguing with 
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him. Little did they know! When our Lord was dying on 
the cross he prayed to his heavenly Father to forgive those 
who were jeering at him and who had brought him to this 
pass, because they did not know what they were doing. 
They did not know that what they were doing to Jesus they 
were doing to one who is a man, yes, but who in his Person 
is God. They were blind. But the question is, why did they 
not recognize his goodness and authority? Their blindness 
was due to sin. Let us not attempt to probe the levels of 
responsibility for their blindness, their stubbornness and 
their advancing hatred for Jesus. Their blindness was due 
to their sinful hearts, and the only answer to sin was and is 
the Person of Jesus. He had come to take away the sin of 
the world, but for this to be applied to the individual there 
had to be a readiness to accept him for who he was, and for 
his redemptive work and teaching. This readiness the 
Pharisees stubbornly refused to have and to show, and so 
Christ left them. “ He sighed from the depth of his spirit 
and said, ‘Why does this generation seek a sign? Amen, I 
say to you, no sign will be given to this generation. ’ Then 
he left them, got into the boat again, and went off to the 
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other shore ” (Mark 8:11-13). The actions of the Pharisees 
and the response it drew from Christ is a warning to us. 
We must come to Christ in all humility and appreciation, 
sitting at his feet as before the one who is the Master. We 
must not dispute with his teaching and we ought do our 
very best to determine where he continues to teach in our 
day and in every generation. He continues to teach from 
within the life of his body the Church, and in and through 
the Church’s ministry of the word and the Sacraments. Let 
us renounce anything in our dispositions or response that 
likens us to the Pharisees, for if we do not put away all 
such attitudes, Christ will sigh from his heart and pass us 
by. If we refuse Christ, we shall be left in our sins. 

Let us then place ourselves in our Gospel scene and 
contemplate the Person of Jesus. He is the Lord of lords 
and King of kings. He is the Son of the Father, and is the 
same divine being as is the Father and as is the Holy Spirit. 
He is God and man. Let us accept him as the Master of our 
life, our true and constant teacher and redeemer. Let us 
renounce any secret attitudes in us that call Christ’s 
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teaching into question and which prompt our hearts to 
argue with the Son of God as he speaks to us in and 
through his body the Church. Let us never entertain the 
slightest temptation against faith. Rather, let us take part 
with him and resolve to follow him wherever he leads us. 

-- 
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Tuesday of the Sixth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 31 (30): 3-4 Be my protector, 
O God, a mighty stronghold to save me. For you are my 
rock, my stronghold! Lead me, guide me, for the sake of 
your name. 

Collect O God, who teach us that you abide in hearts that 
are just and true, grant that we may be so fashioned by 
your grace as to become a dwelling pleasing to you. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Genesis 6:5-8; 7:1-5, 10; Psalm 29:1a 
and 2, 3ac-4, 3b and 9c-10; Mark 8:14-21 

The disciples had forgotten to bring bread, and they 
had only one loaf with them in the boat. Jesus enjoined 
them, “Watch out, guard against the leaven of the 
Pharisees and the leaven of Herod. ” They concluded 
among themselves that it was because they had no bread. 
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When he became aware of this he said to them, “Why do 
you conclude that it is because you have no bread? Do you 
not yet understand or comprehend? Are your hearts 
hardened? Do you have eyes and not see, ears and not 
hear? And do you not remember, when I broke the five 
loaves for the five thousand, how many wicker baskets full 
of fragments you picked up?” They answered him, 
“Twelve. ” “When I broke the seven loaves for the four 
thousand, how many full baskets of fragments did you pick 
up? ” They answered him, “Seven. ” He said to them, “Do 
you still not understand? ” (Mark 8:14-21) 

Christ’s teaching Saint Jerome once wrote that 
ignorance of the Scriptures is ignorance of Christ. Of 
course, he would have been referring to ignorance of the 
content of Scripture, rather than simply to the reading of 
the text of Scripture. Even in his own day the widespread 
illiteracy and the very limited number of written copies of 
the Scriptures, would have excluded great numbers from a 
formal reading of the Books and texts of the Scriptures. 
But a considerable knowledge of the contents of the 
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Scriptures has been handed on to the faithful over the 
centuries by the Church’s teaching and preaching, by the 
Church’s art work, her liturgy, her popular devotions and 
by a variety of other means available in the Church’s life 
and ministry. A daily praying of the rosary involves a 
prayerful contemplation of Christ in the Gospels scenes. 
But of course, the daily, prayerful and assiduous reading of 
the Scriptures, by those able to do so, holds pride of place 
among the ways of knowing the content of Scripture and 
therefore of knowing the Person of Christ. In respect to the 
Scriptures, the reading of the Gospels is especially 
important because the Person of Christ is set forth 
especially in the Gospels. He is the way, the truth and the 
life, and eternal life is knowing, loving, serving and being 
faithful to him. So then, let us consider Jesus in our Gospel 
passage today (Mark 8:14-21). One thing we notice about 
him in his teaching is his frequent use of analogy and 
metaphor. When we think of certain great thinkers in the 
history of Western philosophy — such as Plato and 
Aristotle a few centuries before Christ — we remember 
how they made great use of philosophical abstraction. Our 
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Lord, though, uses stories and analogies drawn from 
everyday life to make the most sublime points. He speaks 
concretely and pictorially, and thus addresses the mind 
with the aid of the imagination. John Henry Newman 
proposed (A Grammar of Assent, Ch.5, 1) that an important 
path to real religious assent is by means of the 
imagination. 

In our passage today the disciples notice that they had 
forgotten to bring bread (and the bread of that time was 
bread of real substance). Christ said to them, “Watch out, 
guard against the leaven of the Pharisees and the leaven of 
Herod.” He was using the analogy of bread to warn against 
the teaching and example of the Pharisees and the 
Herodians, which constituted a principal obstacle to his 
own ministry. He was being opposed at every opportunity 
by them, and their growing hatred of him was implacable. 
It would lead to his death, which he would embrace 
obediently for the salvation of the world. Let us 
understand that in thus warning them against this, our Lord 
warns all his disciples down through the ages against 
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teaching which opposes his own. Christ states plainly in 
the Gospels that he is the Light of the world and that 
anyone who does not walk by his light is walking in the 
darkness. Being a disciple of Christ must include a careful 
and persevering attempt to know his teaching and to guard 
against whatever is not in accord with it. This teaching 
comes to us through the knowledge of Scripture, but as 
read not just with our own private judgment alone but with 
the mind of the Church which produced and authenticated 
these sacred writings. The Gospels and the New Testament 
come to the faithful, as it always has, from the hand of the 
Church who, in certain of her inspired and earliest 
members, wrote them. They are the Church’s own Book, 
and their acceptance as inspired is due to the Church’s 
judgment about them. They are part of the canon of 
Scripture because the Church has discerned this to be the 
case. So Scripture must be read with the mind of the 
Church. Revelation comes to us in two intimately 
connected channels, Scripture and the Church’s living 
Tradition. Each is understood in light of the other, and we 
come to know Christ by being immersed in both. 
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As we think of today’s Gospel scene, in which our 
Lord warns his disciples against false teaching that is not in 
accord with his own, let us resolve to abide in the true 
doctrine of Christ so as to abide in him. The Person of 
Christ is the object of our life, but if we are to know and 
love him we must know and assent to his teaching. Let us 
learn to recognize the true channels through which this 
teaching comes to us, Scripture and the Church’s living 
Tradition. By immersing ourselves in these two intimately 
connected gifts of God, we shall abide in the true and 
living Person of Jesus. 

-- 


- 1201 - 





Wednesday of the Sixth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 31 (30): 3-4 Be my protector, 
O God, a mighty stronghold to save me. For you are my 
rock, my stronghold! Lead me, guide me, for the sake of 
your name. 

Collect O God, who teach us that you abide in hearts that 
are just and true, grant that we may be so fashioned by 
your grace as to become a dwelling pleasing to you. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Gen 8: 6-13, 20-22; Ps 116:12-15, 18-19; 

Mark 8:22-26 

When Jesus and his disciples arrived at Bethsaida, 
people brought to him a blind man and begged Jesus to 
touch him. He took the blind man by the hand and led him 
outside the village. Putting spittle on his eyes he laid his 
hands on the man and asked, “Do you see anything?” 
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Looking up the man replied, “I see people looking like 
trees and walking. ” Then he laid hands on the man’s eyes 
a second time and he saw clearly; his sight was restored 
and he could see everything distinctly. Then he sent him 
home and said, “Do not even go into the village. ” (Mark 
8 : 22 - 26 ) 

Growth Our Gospel scene today presents us with 
an unusual circumstance. The four Gospels narrate 
numerous healings by Christ. People are brought before 
him with all sorts of afflictions and he heals them at a 
word. People approach him to touch his clothes and they 
are healed. He sees the body of a young man being 
brought out of a village for burial, accompanied by his 
grieving widowed mother. He steps forward, and at a word 
raises him to life. He feeds the multitude with just a few 
loaves and a couple of fish. He calms storms at a word - in 
an instant. He walks on water to reach his disciples who 
were battling a heavy sea. There is no limit to his power 
which he effortlessly exercises at the service of his 
mission. What, then, is the meaning of his unusual 
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procedure in today’s scene when he heals the blind man? 
“He took the blind man by the hand and led him outside the 
village. Putting spittle on his eyes he laid his hands on the 
man and asked, ‘Do you see anything? ’ Looking up the 
man replied, 7 see people looking like trees and walking. ’ 
Then he laid hands on the man’s eyes a second time and he 
saw clearly; his sight was restored and he could see 
everything distinctly (Mark 8:22-26). This time the man’s 
sight returns only gradually after two gestures on Christ’s 
part. Why is Christ doing things this way here? Well, let 
us remember that our Lord was constantly dealing with 
incomprehension and spiritual blindness in respect to his 
Person and mission. In the chapter previous to the one in 
which our Gospel scene today is presented, our Lord 
complains to his disciples about their lack of 
understanding. His miracles were signs of what he was 
sent to do and of how it would be done. Perhaps in our 
scene today, our Lord was making the point to his disciples 
that the light that emanated from him was coming and 
would come only gradually to them and to the rest of 
mankind. The power of sin and of fallen human nature was 
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very great, and his victory over the world would not be 
sudden. His gradual healing of the man illustrates this. 

This gradual advance in understanding is the typical 
experience of Christ’s disciples and of each of us. Our 
knowledge of him and our appreciation of his mission 
grows gradually. Our conversion and growth to life in him 
is a gradual thing. Repentance can be and often is sudden, 
but that same repentance must continue to grow and 
deepen over the course of a lifetime. Holiness is not the 
work of a day. We do not have holiness thrust upon us in 
one divine act with nothing more for God to do, nor for us 
to do. We are given the gift of holiness at our baptism, but 
with that act and that gift, the battle has only just been 
joined. A long and difficult struggle remains ahead, in 
which Christ involves himself with us day by day. By the 
power of his grace and our cooperation he slowly 
transforms us into his likeness. That is to say, the gradual 
and seemingly laboured healing of the blind man in today’s 
Gospel is something of a parable of the work of Christ in 
the soul of each person and in the life of the Church over 
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the course of the ages. While his numerous instantaneous 
healings manifest his almighty power and mercy, their 
instantaneous character does not manifest the usual 
character of his work in our souls. He usually works 
gradually. Grace builds on nature. That is to say that in 
giving our lives to Christ our Master, we must ourselves be 
patient with the sin that is within, and with our own lack of 
understanding. We have a battle ahead, and Christ will be 
working with us just as, we might say, he worked with the 
blind man in today’s scene. It is Christ’s power that will 
do it, his grace that will be our salvation, but he will work 
with us and respect the pace at which we choose to go. 
Discipleship and Christian holiness involve growth, and we 
must be prepared to persevere patiently at the work of 
cooperating with the Holy Spirit who over the span of our 
life fashions us in the image of Jesus. During the years of 
our Christian life, let us remember the gradual growth of 
the disciples and especially the Twelve, bearing in mind 
the gradual healing of this blind man. Let us understand 
that the gradual and at times difficult growth of the Church 
is all part of the providence of God. 
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There is an old saying that Rome was not built in a 
day. St Luke tells us that in his human nature the boy Jesus 
grew in wisdom, stature and favour before God and man. 
His all-holy mother pondered on things and kept them in 
her heart — obviously growing in spiritual understanding 
of the ways of God. Of course, there was no element of 
fault or sin in Christ or his mother, but their growth is a 
reminder to us. Authentic holiness involves growth. We 
must be prepared to persevere, constantly beginning again. 
Our Gospel scene today is something of a parable of how 
Christ involves himself in the life of every man to bring 
him gradually to the goal which God intends for him. 

-- 
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Thursday of the Sixth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 31 (30): 3-4 Be my protector, 
O God, a mighty stronghold to save me. For you are my 
rock, my stronghold! Lead me, guide me, for the sake of 
your name. 

Collect O God, who teach us that you abide in hearts that 
are just and true, grant that we may be so fashioned by 
your grace as to become a dwelling pleasing to you. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Genesis 9:1-13; Psalm 102:16-18, 
19-21, 29 and 22-23; Mark 8:27-33 

Jesus and his disciples set out for the villages of 
Caesarea Philippi. Along the way he asked his disciples, 
“Who do people say that I am? ” They said in reply, “John 
the Baptist, others Elijah, still others one of the prophets. ” 
And he asked them, “But who do you say that I am? ” Peter 
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said to him in reply, “You are the Christ. ” Then he warned 
them not to tell anyone about him. He began to teach them 
that the Son of Man must suffer greatly and be rejected by 
the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, 
and rise after three days. He spoke this openly. Then 
Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. At this he 
turned around and, looking at his disciples, rebuked Peter 
and said, “Get behind me, Satan. You are thinking not as 
God does, but as human beings do. ” (Mark 8:27-33) 

Suffering Servant There is no doubt that our 
passage today is a pivotal one in the Gospel of St Mark. 
To this point in this Gospel Christ has been revealing his 
extraordinary power and teaching, and in the process 
revealing that he is the long-awaited Messiah. While he 
has been wary of the title because of the temporal and 
political assumptions which were widely held about the 
coming Messiah, in our passage today he asks his disciples 
who they think he is. Peter answers that he is indeed the 
Christ. No other prophetic figure in the Old Testament 
was thought to be the Messiah, and no other prophet 
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accepted the title. As we see in the Gospels, John the 
Baptist was considered by many as a possible contender, 
but he disclaimed the title. He was a voice preparing the 
way for the Messiah, and he went on to point to Jesus as 
the promised One. There was no prophet who could 
compare with Jesus for the range, number and character of 
his miracles, nor could any compare with the sublimity and 
authority of his teaching. Of all the personalities who 
feature in the inspired writings, if anyone were to be the 
Messiah, it would have to be Jesus. The question is, was 
he? Did he claim to be, and did people see that he was? 
Our passage today shows that his own disciples who lived 
with and accompanied him in his public ministry (and who 
could have seen faults and flaws) had no doubts that he 
was the Messiah. They told him this, and he himself made 
it clear to them that they were right, that he was indeed the 
Messiah. At this stage they were not to tell others of what 
they knew, presumably because of the notions about the 
Messiah which were widely held. This conversation, 
however, includes a new and, for the disciples, 
incomprehensible doctrine. The Messiah is to suffer 
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greatly, to be rejected by the leaders of the people, and to 
be put to death by them. Then he would rise (Mark 
8:27-33). The Messiah’s path would be one diametrically 
opposed to all they expected of him. In the Old Testament 
there were various hints and pointers to what Jesus said of 
the Messiah, but they were rarely taken up and appreciated. 
Though in full accord with the Scriptures, Christ’s teaching 
on this point was a complete surprise. 

For all practical purposes, the doctrine that the 
Messiah is a Suffering Servant of God and one who would 
achieve his mission through obedient suffering even unto 
death, is the pivotal point for the Christian life. Peter’s 
response to Jesus Christ as described in our passage today 
is emblematic of that of so many who perceive the 
attractiveness of Christ and his unique personality. Those 
who draw near to him with open and upright dispositions 
will be fascinated by his person and may apprehend his 
transcendence. As the officers who were sent to arrest him 
said, no one has ever spoken as he speaks. The difficult 
point will be his doctrine of the cross. In this respect, 
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Simon Peter’s response to Christ’s declaration of suffering 
is also emblematic. It will seem madness. Of course, an 
obvious difficulty in discipleship will be simply living by 
faith in one who cannot be physically seen. Christ has 
gone from our sight, and as he said to Thomas, blessed are 
those who have not seen and yet believe. But granted the 
necessity of faith, the next problem is that Christ is a 
suffering Messiah - and what this means for his disciples. 
His path is the path of suffering, and the one who wishes to 
follow him must follow him along the same path. Peter 
had faith in Jesus and professed it in the presence of Jesus 
when asked. But the revelation that the Messiah was to 
suffer and be rejected was a shock to him. He had to reach 
the understanding that this is the Christ he would follow 
and imitate and preach. This is the Christ who would save 
his people and all the peoples from their sins - a suffering 
Christ. It is very possible for any disciple of Christ in any 
age or place to fail to accept the implications of this. The 
implication of it is that we must be prepared to follow the 
path of renunciation. St Ignatius of Loyola in his Spiritual 
Exercises sets forth his “Meditation on Three Classes of 
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Men.” Each of the three “wish to save their souls and find 
God” by abandoning anything that will impede this. The 
first wants to do this but in fact never does. The second is 
not sincere and does not really want to abandon his 
attachments. The third is genuine and immediate in his 
self-denial and following of Christ. He is the one who 
accepts a suffering Messiah. 

Let us pray for the grace to follow Christ 
wholeheartedly along the path he himself chose to tread, 
the path he asks his disciples to take. This is a grace. 
Christ’s messianic path is the path of renunciation. It is the 
path that leads to the cross. It is the path of the Suffering 
Servant of God who by his obedient suffering redeems the 
world. By taking that path in company with Jesus in our 
everyday life, we shall be playing our part in the 
redemption of the world. It is the path that takes us to 
genuine sanctity in the sight of God. 

-- 
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Friday of the Sixth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 31 (30): 3-4 Be my protector, 
O God, a mighty stronghold to save me. For you are my 
rock, my stronghold! Lead me, guide me, for the sake of 
your name. 

Collect O God, who teach us that you abide in hearts that 
are just and true, grant that we may be so fashioned by 
your grace as to become a dwelling pleasing to you. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Genesis 11:1-9; Psalm 33:10-15; 

Mark 8:34-9:1 

Jesus summoned the crowd with his disciples and said 
to them, “Whoever wishes to come after me must deny 
himself, take up his cross, and follow me. For whoever 
wishes to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life 
for my sake and that of the Gospel will save it. What profit 
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is there for one to gain the whole world and forfeit his life? 
What could one give in exchange for his life? Whoever is 
ashamed of me and of my words in this faithless and sinful 
generation, the Son of Man will be ashamed of when he 
comes in his Father’s glory with the holy angels. ” Fie also 
said to them, “Amen, I say to you, there are some standing 
here who will not taste death until they see that the 
Kingdom of God has come in power. ” (Mark 8:34—9:1) 

Eternity One of the most cataclysmic periods in 
the history of Christianity was the Protestant Reformation. 
Centuries before, there had been the break of the East from 
the See of Rome. Early in the sixteenth century, Martin 
Luther broke from the Bishop of Rome and various other 
reformers followed suit. Since that time, Western 
Christianity has been profoundly divided, with tremendous 
results for society in general. The sixteenth century was a 
period of high drama as a result, and part and parcel of the 
drama was what has been called the Counter Reformation, 
led by great and holy Catholics. One of the greatest was 
Ignatius Loyola who founded the Society of Jesus — the 
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Jesuits. He took a long time in his preparation, and a most 
interesting part of his story was his gradual gathering about 
him of his little company during his days as a converted 
layman. They were the seed of his great Society. Perhaps 
the most famous of this tiny band was Francis Xavier, and 
it was Ignatius himself who converted him. Now, what 
was the thought that Ignatius persistently insinuated into 
the active and worldly mind of Xavier? It was the thought 
of death and God’s judgment. It is said that he kept asking 
Francis, What will it profit a man to gain the whole world 
and suffer the loss of his immortal soul? Let us step back a 
little before this great thought. One of the differences 
between the animal kingdom and mankind is that, due to 
his reasoning powers, man is able to look well ahead into 
the future, set his goals in view of the future, and plan 
accordingly. For instance, he is able to realize that death 
awaits him, and that God has revealed — and this is 
supported by the intimations of his conscience — that a 
judgment follows death. So he is able to plan accordingly. 
The important thing is to bear in mind these last things and 
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to take them to heart rather than to disregard them, for 
come upon him they will. 

In our Gospel scene today Christ calls the people and 
his disciples to him and tells them what it means to be his 
follower. In the Gospel of St Mark we are told that great 
throngs were following our Lord. They were made up of 
disciples and the crowds. But were the crowds really 
following our Lord from the heart? Hardly. It looks as 
though our Lord was desirous of bringing the matter to a 
head, and putting very clearly before them what being a 
follower of his entailed. It did not mean just following 
along to be entertained, or to be the recipient of various 
benefits such as healings or whatever. It meant 
self-renunciation and bearing the cross in imitation of 
Jesus. It was the Suffering Servant of Yahweh whom they 
were following. He had the power, he had the love, he had 
the holiness, and he had the moral beauty, but the medium 
in which all this was expressed and the framework in 
which his mission was completed was that of obedient 
suffering. Glory came through the cross. This is the lesson 
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which Christ says that every one of his disciples must 
learn. What is it that will help him learn it? A great help 
will be the thought of death and the judgment of God, to be 
followed by either heaven or hell. St Ignatius of Loyola 
was quoting the words of Christ in today’s Gospel when he 
put to Francis Xavier the question that changed his life: 
“What gain, then, is it for a man to win the whole world 
and ruin his soul? And indeed, what can man offer in 
exchange for his soul?” (Mark 8: 34-9:1). Let us remember 
that the fact of death and the divine judgment on each 
individual and on the human race, to be followed by either 
salvation or damnation, was in the mind of God himself in 
sending his divine Son to redeem the world. So it is a 
fundamental thought for the life of every man. 

Let us be wise and look well ahead, and plan. To plan 
is to do something distinctively human. Let us remember 
that, as is said to us on Ash Wednesday, we are dust and 
unto dust we shall return. Life is short and eternity long. 
Hence it avails nothing if we gain much in this life and lose 
eternal life. Let us resolve to take our part with Christ in 
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real earnest, following him along the path he chose to tread 
which is the path of obedient suffering. All this is to say 
that the one thing necessary is doing the will of God. 

-- 
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Saturday of the Sixth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 31 (30):3-4 Be my protector, 
O God, a mighty stronghold to save me. For you are my 
rock, my stronghold! Lead me, guide me, for the sake of 
your name. 

Collect O God, who teach us that you abide in hearts that 
are just and true, grant that we may be so fashioned by 
your grace as to become a dwelling pleasing to you. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Hebrews 11: 1-7; Psalm 144; 

Mark 9:2-13 

After six days Jesus took Peter, James and John with 
him and led them up a high mountain, where they were all 
alone. There he was transfigured before them. His clothes 
became dazzling white, whiter than anyone in the world 
could bleach them. And there appeared before them Elijah 
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and Moses, who were talking with Jesus. Peter said to 
Jesus, Rabbi, it is good for us to be here. Let us put up 
three tents — one for you, one for Moses and one for 
Elijah. (He did not know what to say, they were so 
frightened.) Then a cloud appeared and enveloped them, 
and a voice came from the cloud: This is my beloved Son. 
Listen to him! Suddenly, when they looked round, they no 
longer saw anyone with them except Jesus. As they were 
coming down the mountain, Jesus gave them orders not to 
tell anyone what they had seen until the Son of Man had 
risen from the dead. They kept the matter to themselves, 
discussing what rising from the dead meant. And they 
asked him, Why do the teachers of the law say that Elijah 
must come first? Jesus replied, To be sure, Elijah will 
come first, and restore all things. Why then is it written 
that the Son of Man must suffer much and be rejected? But 
I tell you, Elijah has come, and they have done to him 
everything they wished, just as it is written about him. 
(Mark 9:2-13) 
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The new Moses The five “Books of Moses” 
constitute an extraordinary ancient text. There is an 
immense amount of direct quotation of the words of God, 
beginning from the very first sentences and chapters of the 
Book of Genesis. God’s words are again given extensively 
in the story of Noah, in the story of the tower of Babel, and 
then in the new beginning with Abraham and the 
Patriarchs. But of course, the climax of this extensive 
revelation by God comes in the call of Moses and in his 
encounters with God on Mount Sinai. In the nineteenth 
chapter of the Book of Exodus, Moses goes “up to God, 
and the Lord called to him out of the mountain ” (19:3). 
Chapter after chapter then follows of God laying down his 
Law and spelling it out for the daily life of the people. 
This includes copious descriptions of how worship is to be 
conducted. On and on it goes, together with descriptions of 
how it was actually implemented. The whole matter is 
again taken up in Leviticus, a Book which opens with “The 
Lord called Moses, and spoke to him from the tent of 
meeting, saying ...” Time after time in the text, we read 
that “The Lord said to Moses”. The Book of Numbers 
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begins in the same way: “77ie Lord said to Moses in the 
wilderness of Sinai, in the tent of meeting ... saying, ‘Take 
a census..’” (1:1-2). Repeatedly and throughout the Book, 
it is the same: the Lord’s words, extensive and containing 
the utmost detail, are given. The Book of Deuteronomy is 
cast in the form of an extended instruction to the chosen 
people by Moses himself. It is a solemn explanation of the 
Law of God, and the constant reference point for all he 
says to them is what God himself said. He is simply telling 
them what the Lord had commanded him to tell them. It is 
little wonder that the Torah, the (five) Books of Moses, the 
Pentateuch (as Catholic Christians are accustomed to call 
them), make up the foundation text of Revealed Religion 
prior to Jesus Christ. The Law of God is given, and Moses 
is God’s Messenger and Prophet of that Law. 

Now, Moses gave a most significant prophecy, which 
is to say he passed on to the people a tremendous word 
from God about what was coming. “77ie Lord your God 
will raise up for you a prophet like me from among you, 
from your brethren — him you shall heed.” Moses repeated 
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the point, recalling that the Lord had said to him that “/ will 
raise up for them a prophet like you from among their 
brethren; and I will put my words in his mouth, and he 
shall speak to them all that I command him ” 
(Deuteronomy: 18:15-19). Christ, of course, is that 
Prophet, and greater far than Moses. As the Prologue of St 
John puts it, “And from his fulness we have all received, 
grace upon grace. For the Law was given through Moses; 
grace and truth came through Jesus Christ ” (John 1:16- 
17). The Gospels, and in particular that of St John, 
strongly intimate that Jesus Christ is the new Moses — 
which brings us to our Gospel today in which “ Jesus took 
Peter, James and John with him and led them up a high 
mountain .” It is reminiscent of the ascent of Mount Sinai 
by Moses, and indeed on this high mountain our Lord, 
transfigured, has Moses and Elijah appear before him. It 
would appear that, in the Transfiguration, Christ far 
outshines in glory both Moses and Elijah — who represent 
the Law, and the prophetic tradition which explained and 
developed the Law. While the dazzling glory of Christ is 
described in Mark’s account, that of Moses and Elijah is 
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not mentioned. But let us notice one feature of this great 
theophany which may be regarded as the greatest of the 
miracles of the public ministry of Jesus Christ. While the 
Books of Moses give page after page after page of the 
words of God, especially though not exclusively through 
his servant Moses, on this occasion God simply says: “This 
is my beloved Son. Listen to him!” God speaks only to 
point to Jesus Christ his Son, and to command that all 
listen to him. fie, Jesus Christ, speaks as God speaks, and 
whatever he says, whatever at all, must be listened to and 
obeyed by all. This is yet another detail which illustrates 
that Jesus Christ is more than Moses. He stands in God’s 
place as God’s Oracle. 

All this is to say that Jesus Christ, while being a 
prophet, is the promised Prophet. Indeed, he does not 
simply say as if there is nothing more to the matter: “the 
Lord said to me” — as did Moses. No. While he does 
indeed speak as his heavenly Father tells him to speak, he 
also says, as it were, I say unto you: “You have heard that 
it was said, ... But I say to you!” (Matthew 5:27). In this 
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singular emphasis, as in everything, he carries the authority 
of the One who sent him. Let us renew in our hearts once 
again our faith in the transcendent authority of Jesus Christ. 
In knowing him, we possess the Way, the Truth and the 
Life, the image of the unseen God, the fount of every 
heavenly blessing. 

-- 



- 1226 - 





Seventh Sunday of Ordinary Time 


Entrance Antiphon Ps 13 (12): 6 O Lord, I trust in your 
merciful love. My heart will rejoice in your salvation. I 
will sing to the Lord who has been bountiful with me. 

Collect Grant, we pray, almighty God, that, always 
pondering spiritual things, we may carry out in both word 
and deed that which is pleasing to you. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 1 Samuel 26:2, 7-9, 12-13, 22-23; 

Psalm 103:1-4, 8, 10, 12-1; 1 Corinthians 15:45-49; 

Luke 6:27-38 

Jesus said to his disciples: “To you who hear I say, 
love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, bless 
those who curse you, pray for those who mistreat you. To 
the person who strikes you on one cheek, offer the other 
one as well, and from the person who takes your cloak, do 
not withhold even your tunic. Give to everyone who asks of 
you, and from the one who takes what is yours do not 
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demand it back. Do to others as you would have them do 
to you. For if you love those who love you, what credit is 
that to you ? Even sinners love those who love them. And if 
you do good to those who do good to you, what credit is 
that to you? Even sinners do the same. If you lend money 
to those from whom you expect repayment, what credit is 
that to you ? Even sinners lend to sinners, and get back the 
same amount. But rather, love your enemies and do good 
to them, and lend expecting nothing back; then your 
reward will be great and you will be children of the Most 
High, for he himself is kind to the ungrateful and the 
wicked. Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful. “Stop 
judging and you will not be judged. Stop condemning and 
you will not be condemned. Forgive and you will be 
forgiven. Give, and gifts will be given to you; a good 
measure, packed together, shaken down, and overflowing, 
will be poured into your lap. For the measure with which 
you measure will in return be measured out to you A (Luke 
6:27-38) 
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Love for God In our Gospel passage today, Christ 
does not present us with what we might call a mere ideal. 
He presents us with his requirements if we wish to be his 
disciples. He requires of us that we strive to have hearts 
like that of our heavenly Father. These are demanding. “ Be 
merciful, just as your Father is merciful .” It is to Jesus that 
we must look if we are to know what our heavenly Father 
is like, because Christ is the image of the unseen God. “Fie 
who sees me” our Lord told his disciples at the Last 
Supper, “sees the Father.” Again, “ The Father is in me, 
and I am in the Father.” Our Lord tells us in our passage 
today that we are to love our enemies, to do good to those 
who hate us, to bless those who curse us, and to pray for 
those who mistreat us. We are not to condemn. We are to 
forgive. We are to give liberally. In this way we shall be 
children of our Father in heaven. This does not mean that 
we should allow evildoers to proceed in their wrongdoing, 
but it does mean that God wants our hearts, our thoughts, 
our words and our deeds to be like his own, and our Lord 
tells us that our Father loves the wicked. I think that this 
command of Christ would strike the average person of 
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most of the great religions of the world as being beautiful, 
but it is at most but an ideal. But in the sight of God it is a 
down-to-earth requirement. Christ’s command that we 
love those who wrong us is a new revelation, a new 
commandment and he pointed to himself as the model. 
Love one another as I have loved you, he told us. He 
himself forgave and loved his enemies. That this is not just 
an ideal but a requirement is indicated in the fact that there 
are divine sanctions involved. Our Lord warns that “the 
measure with which you measure will in return be 
measured out to you” (Luke 6:27-38). If we are ever to 
live such a life as our Lord requires, there are a two 
essential things we need to appreciate. First, the 
foundation of such a life is a clear notion of the character 
and nature of God. As Pope Benedict XVI reminded us in 
his first Encyclical, God is Love. God is love, a love that is 
merciful. That is the teaching of today’s Gospel and of the 
New Testament, and in the light of the New Testament we 
can see it is the teaching of the Old Testament too. 


- 1230 - 



God has revealed himself to be a God rich in mercy 
and compassion. His almighty power is manifested in his 
mercy and love. The appreciation of this fundamental 
revelation requires a life-long consideration of God’s 
revelation of himself. Our tendency will be to attribute to 
God what we experience in ourselves and in others, and to 
project our own limitations and those of others on to him. 
If only we can truly discover the love that God has for us 
and for all men, what a difference it will make to our lives! 
If only we can come to appreciate the enormity of our own 
sins, the seriousness of our inherited fallen condition, and 
the far greater reality of God’s love for us! God our Father 
will then be a living model for all our thoughts, all our 
words and actions. If then we live constantly in his loving 
presence knowing that he sees all that we do, or say and 
think, then he himself, our loving Father, will be our 
constant inspiration. We will be drawn to think as he 
thinks, to want what he wants, and to love as he loves. Let 
us resolve to form our image and impression of God on the 
basis of his revelation as transmitted in the Scriptures and 
in the Church’s living Tradition. That process will take 
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time. It will involve prayer, reading and a true 
commitment. So, the first essential thing we need to 
appreciate if we are to love as Christ commands, is that 
God is love. Secondly, we need to cultivate detachment of 
soul, a true poverty of spirit. If our heart is attached to 
riches, to honours, to power and to pleasures, then 
whenever these are threatened, our reaction will be one of 
anger and desire for revenge. How will we be able to 
forgive and love our enemies and do good to them, how 
will we be able to bless those who curse us and pray for 
those who mistreat us, if we are attached to the things that 
they are denying us? The key to loving others as Christ 
loves us, the key to being able to do good to those who 
harm us, the key to being merciful as our heavenly Father 
is merciful, is to grow in poverty of spirit for the love of 
Christ. The key to achieving this will be appreciating from 
the heart that God is love and striving for a Christlike 
detachment from all that is not according to the mind of 
God. 
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One of the greatest encapsulations of all of this is the 
Lord’s Prayer. Our Father, who art in heaven! God is our 
Father, and he loves us with a total love which we have not 
merited. This is his gift. That God is our Father is the 
basis of our life, and the source of our conviction of his 
love. Your Kingdom come! Your will be done on earth as 
it is done in heaven! That is what matters, and all else is 
secondary. Let us be attached to God and his holy will, 
and be ever ready to leave behind whatever interferes with 
our loving obedience to him. 

Further reading : The Catechism of the Catholic Church, 
no.2544-2550 (Poverty of heart; “I wish to see God”) 

-- 
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Monday of the Seventh Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 13 (12): 6 O Lord, I trust in your 
merciful love. My heart will rejoice in your salvation. I 
will sing to the Lord who has been bountiful with me. 

Collect Grant, we pray, almighty God, that, always 
pondering spiritual things, we may carry out in both word 
and deed that which is pleasing to you. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Sirach 1:1-10; Psalm 93:lab, lcd-2, 5; 

Mark 9:14-29 

A.v Jesus came down from the mountain with Peter, 
James, John and approached the other disciples, they saw 
a large crowd around them and scribes arguing with them. 
Immediately on seeing him, the whole crowd was utterly 
amazed. They ran up to him and greeted him. He asked 
them, “What are you arguing about with them?” Someone 
from the crowd answered him, “Teacher, I have brought to 
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you my son possessed by a mute spirit. Wherever it seizes 
him, it throws him down; he foams at the mouth, grinds his 
teeth, and becomes rigid. I asked your disciples to drive it 
out, but they were unable to do so. ” He said to them in 
reply, “O faithless generation, how long will I be with you? 
How long will I endure you? Bring him to me.” They 
brought the boy to him. And when he saw him, the spirit 
immediately threw the boy into convulsions. As he fell to 
the ground, he began to roll around and foam at the mouth. 
Then he questioned his father, ‘‘How long has this been 
happening to him?” He replied, ‘‘Since childhood. It has 
often thrown him into fire and into water to kill him. But if 
you can do anything, have compassion on us and help us. ” 
Jesus said to him, “‘If you can!’ Everything is possible to 
one who has faith. ” Then the boy’s father cried out, ‘‘I do 
believe, help my unbelief!” Jesus, on seeing a crowd 
rapidly gathering, rebuked the unclean spirit and said to it, 
‘‘Mute and deaf spirit, I command you: come out of him 
and never enter him again!” Shouting and throwing the 
boy into convulsions, it came out. He became like a 
corpse, which caused many to say, ‘‘He is dead!” But Jesus 
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took him by the hand, raised him, and he stood up. When 
he entered the house, his disciples asked him in private, 
“Why could we not drive the spirit out? ” He said to them, 
“This kind can only come out through prayer. ” (Mark 
9:14-29) 

Christ’s power Let us consider this Gospel scene 
today in which our Lord offers such an impressive display 
of divine power. We have here a confrontation between 
Christ and a particularly tenacious demon. Our Lord has 
just been transfigured on the mountain in the presence of 
his three principal disciples. He now arrives with those 
three at the place where his other disciples were. These 
disciples had been asked to cast out the demon from the 
boy, but they were unable to. Obviously his disciples had 
cast out various demons in the name of Jesus and had been 
authorized by him to do so. But this one they were unable 
to drive out. Our Lord’s response to them suggests that 
they failed somewhat in faith, but as he explains later, that 
was not the whole story. The demon had afflicted the boy 
since his childhood and had caused immense damage to 
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him, casting him into the fire and into the water to kill him. 
The father was absolutely desperate and appealed to Jesus 
for help. At a word Christ effortlessly expelled the demon 
from the boy, despite the convulsions which the demon 
caused in departing from him (Mark 9:14-29). What is 
manifest in our Gospel scene is the great power of the 
all-holy Christ. There is nothing he cannot do when asked, 
provided it is in accord with the will of his heavenly 
Father. The demonic underworld is no match for him. 
What is also manifest is the reality and evil of the devils. 
They exist and they are very evil. In this case the demon 
had been preying on a child. Somehow he had gotten 
possession of the boy and he would not let go, doing harm 
after harm to this young life. From this case we can 
conclude that Satan can dominate a person without it 
necessarily being that person’s moral fault — because we 
cannot presume that this young person was morally 
responsible for the entry of Satan into his life. So Satan is 
not only evil and destructive, but is a coward, often preying 
on the weak and defenceless. 
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In every soul, in every heart, in every family, in every 
society, and across the face of the earth, two flags are 
flying, two banners. The one is the standard of Christ and 
the other is the standard of Satan. Two armies are in battle 
array, on the one hand Christ and his followers, and on the 
other Satan with his evil spirits and their knowing or 
unknowing followers. There will be no quarter between 
the two, and the one is by far the stronger. Though Christ 
is the stronger by far, Satan in his delusions wishes to bring 
him down together with those who opt for him. The 
victory by Christ is a foregone conclusion, but many 
skirmishes will be won — we could say — by Satan. 
Souls will be lost unless we fight hard with Christ. The 
flag of Satan has to be captured and flung into oblivion. 
This fight goes on every day in the heart of each man and it 
is played out in the whole range of everyday life. The 
battle is joined in every parliament when legislation is 
prepared enabling and sanctioning abortion, embryonic 
stem cell research, same sex marriages, and the plethora of 
immoral abnormalities that take root in society. The 
Church fights Satan when every one of her members 
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opposes moral evil in the world of everyday life. To 
conduct the fight, to drive out the demon, we must live by 
faith. St John says in one of his Letters that this is the 
victory over the world, our faith. In today’s Gospel our 
Lord expresses pained disappointment at the lack of faith 
in confrontations with Satan: “He said to them in reply, ‘O 
faithless generation, how long will I be with you? How 
long will I endure you? Bring him to me’.” But even more 
is needed, and that is prayer. “When he entered the house, 
his disciples asked him in private, ‘Why could we not drive 
the spirit out? ’ He said to them, ‘This kind can only come 
out through prayer’.” (Mark 9:14-29). Let every disciple 
of Christ, then, face every day with faith and prayer. 

Our Gospel scene today ought teach us that we have 
in the Person of Jesus One whom we can trust altogether 
and always. His power is without limit, and his 
compassion is beyond compare. He is God and he is one 
of us. His kingdom will have no end, and the victory will 
assuredly be his. So let us gather with him and never look 
back. 
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Tuesday of the Seventh Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 13 (12): 6 O Lord, I trust in your 
merciful love. My heart will rejoice in your salvation. I 
will sing to the Lord who has been bountiful with me. 

Collect Grant, we pray, almighty God, that, always 
pondering spiritual things, we may carry out in both word 
and deed that which is pleasing to you. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Sirach 2:1-11; Psalm 37:3-4, 18-19, 
27-28, 39-40; Mark 9:30-37 

Jesus and his disciples left from there and began a 
journey through Galilee, but he did not wish anyone to 
know about it. He was teaching his disciples and telling 
them, “The Son of Man is to be handed over to men and 
they will kill him, and three days after his death the Son of 
Man will rise. ” But they did not understand the saying, and 
they were afraid to question him. They came to 
Capernaum and, once inside the house, he began to ask 
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them, “What were you arguing about on the way?” But 
they remained silent. For they had been discussing among 
themselves on the way who was the greatest. Then he sat 
down, called the Twelve, and said to them, “If anyone 
wishes to be first, he shall be the last of all and the servant 
of all. ” Taking a child, he placed it in their midst, and 
putting his arms around it, he said to them, “Whoever 
receives one child such as this in my name, receives me; 
and whoever receives me, receives not me but the One who 
sent me?’ (Mark 9:30-37) 

The Cross In our Gospel passage today our Lord is 
shown making his way quietly through Galilee with his 
disciples. He did not want anyone to know about his 
presence or movements. The critical thing at this point was 
the adequate instruction of his disciples. By our Lord’s 
own choice, his time was running out, and he was making 
this clear to them. Of course, if our Lord had wanted to 
avoid his passion and death, there would have been no 
difficulty in his doing so. He had often eluded capture in 
the past and he could easily have used his divine power in 
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his own defence. During his passion he said to Peter that 
were he to ask, his heavenly Father would send twelve 
legions of angels to defend him. But no. His being 
“handed over to men ” was a fundamental part of his 
mission. His death and his resurrection was the key to his 
work on earth and he was taking time to convey this to his 
disciples. But among his disciples he met with 
incomprehension: “they did not understand the saying , and 
they were afraid to question him ” (Mark 9:30-37). Their 
profound difficulty in grasping Christ’s teaching on this 
critical point reminds us that the difficulty of man in 
comprehending Christ’s revelation is of an order different 
from that entailed in grasping the teaching of other great 
thinkers, writers, philosophers and teachers of religion. 
Christ’s teaching is radically other than the teaching of the 
world and cannot be reduced to it. It can be and always is 
defended as being rational, but not as being simply rational 
and nothing more, for it involves a revelation from God. 
This applies most especially to Christ’s teaching about his 
own passion and death and the suffering that is an essential 
part of being his disciple. It can take a long time to grasp 
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this, and it will not be grasped if we are approaching it with 
the mind of the world. In a word, the grace of God is 
needed to understand and assent to what Christ has 
revealed. 

On the one hand, then, our Gospel scene presents 
Christ teaching his disciples, and on the other hand it 
presents his disciples failing to comprehend. So we are 
reminded of our need for the assistance of the Holy Spirit if 
we are ever to gain the insight which Christ wishes us to 
have. On one occasion our Lord asked his disciples who 
the people were saying the Son of Man is. They gave him 
various answers, and then he asked them who they 
themselves said he was. Simon spoke on behalf of them, 
telling him that he was the Messiah, the Son of God. Our 
Lord then told Simon that it was his heavenly Father who 
had revealed this to him. It is God who enlightens us as to 
the Person and the teaching of Christ. Without the grace of 
God we would not comprehend. At his death and despite 
all his efforts to instruct them, his disciples still did not 
comprehend. We remember how on the day he rose from 
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the dead, our Lord met two of his disciples walking 
downcast on their way to the village of Emmaus. He 
pointed out to them their incomprehension and slowness to 
perceive. That evening he upbraided his disciples for their 
inability to accept it when they had heard of his 
resurrection. Despite their constant company with him not 
only before but even after his resurrection, to a large extent 
they failed to comprehend. The unbelief of Thomas until 
he actually saw was a case in point. With the coming of 
the Holy Spirit at Pentecost all was changed. The Holy 
Spirit remains with the Church through the ages to guide 
the development of her understanding of Christ and his 
teaching. All this is to say that it is not enough to hear 
about Christ, nor is it enough to read the Scriptures and 
listen to the teaching and the testimony of the Church. We 
must ask for the grace and the help of the Holy Spirit to 
understand what we hear and read. The Spirit of God is 
absolutely critical. 

Let us place ourselves in the company of Jesus as he 
quietly and away from the crowds puts quality time into the 
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instruction of his disciples. He is teaching them (and us) 
what it means to follow him. He wants us to understand 
the central place of the Cross in the life of the Christian. 
Let us ask the grace of the Holy Spirit to help us be true 
disciples of the Master, for we cannot be this if we look on 
him with the mind of the world. 

-- 
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Wednesday of the Seventh Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 13 (12):6 O Lord, I trust in your 
merciful love. My heart will rejoice in your salvation. I 
will sing to the Lord who has been bountiful with me. 

Collect Grant, we pray, almighty God, that, always 
pondering spiritual things, we may carry out in both word 
and deed that which is pleasing to you. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Ecclesiasticus 4: 12-22; Psalm 118; 

Mark 9:38-40 

John said to Jesus, Teacher, we saw a man driving 
out demons in your name and we told him to stop, because 
he was not one of us. Do not stop him, Jesus said. No-one 
who does a miracle in my name can in the next moment 
speak ill of me, for whoever is not against us is for us. 
(Mark 9:38-40) 
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The heart of Christ Jesus Christ was not 

Mesopotamian. He was not Arabic. He was not Egyptian. 
He was not Roman. He was not of the Greek world: a 
“Greek.” He was of the Jewish race, a direct descendant of 
Abraham and David — let us remember, though, that 
Abraham himself was a Mesopotamian (from “Ur of the 
Chaldeans”, Genesis 11:28.31). Of course, as with any 
race, some non-Jewish blood flowed through Christ’s veins 
- such as that of the Moabitess, Ruth (Ruth 1:2-4). Christ 
was Jewish, and the theatre of his appointed mission was 
the land of the Jews. He was sent by his heavenly Father to 
“the lost sheep of the House of Israel.” He was not sent to 
the Gentiles, as was, for instance, Paul. His birth, life and 
work was the culmination of the mysterious predilection of 
God for his chosen people. However, the chosen people, 
the children of Israel, themselves had a mission for the 
world. In the call of Abraham, they were chosen by God 
not merely for themselves but to bring a blessing from God 
to “all the families of the earth” (Genesis 12:3). So it is 
that in the Gospel of St Matthew, manifestly the Gospel 
most laden with the Jewish Scriptures and with a Jewish 
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character, the final note or the end point at which Christ 
departs the scene in glory, directs the disciples’ mission to 
“all the nations ” (Matthew 28:19). Christ will be with the 
Church as it goes forth to the world (28:20). All this is to 
say that while Jesus Christ gave himself, in obedience to 
the will of his Father, to the salvation of the Jews, he was 
(let us say respectfully) not a provincial man. fie was, in 
the best sense of the word, eminently broad-minded in his 
attitude to those who were “different” and who were not 
part of his set and company. This brings us to our Gospel 
incident today. To the surprise of John (who describes 
himself in his own Gospel as ‘the disciple Jesus loved’), a 
person was found busily driving out demons in the name of 
Jesus, whom, it seems, they did not know personally, ffe 
was certainly not “one of us”, so “wr told him to stop.” 

Our Lord was genial about the whole business, ffe 
immediately saw that our unknown exorcist meant well, 
and had the best of intentions, ffe may have known little 
about our Lord and his teachings, ffe may, if asked by 
inquirers who presumed him to be a disciple, have given 
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very erroneous information about our Lord precisely 
because he did not know him personally. Who knows — 
his very intentions may have been a bit defective, or at 
least not perfect. He was driving out demons and 
replicating the good that he had heard or seen Christ and 
his disciples doing, but he may have also enjoyed his foray 
into the exercise of divine power. He was doing all this 
with plenty of faith in the name of Jesus the holy and 
powerful prophet, though with a good dose of unintended 
ignorance thrown in as well. John, who reported the affair 
to our Lord, probably thought that the mission would get 
out of hand if the uninitiated and uninformed muscled in on 
the action. The point here is our Lord’s attitude to those 
who are “not one of us.'” His contact with those “not one of 
us ” began soon after his very birth. We read in Matthew’s 
infancy account that among the first visitors to the Holy 
Family, and in particular to the Child, were pagans, 
probably Zoroastrians. They were “wise men” ( magoi ) 
from the East. They had gone to a lot of trouble to get to 
him, following divinely-given signs and making all the 
inquiries they could. Doubtlessly they were respectfully 
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received by Christ’s mother and foster-father, and received 
hospitality from them. The profound respect of the Magi 
from the East was in stark contrast to the response of the 
ruler of the Jews, the notorious Herod. In his public 
ministry, Christ welcomed those who were “not one of us”, 
such as the crowds who came from beyond the borders, the 
centurion who pleaded for his help, the “Greeks” who 
wished to “see Jesus ” (John 12:21), and he spoke 
respectfully to the representative of the Empire, the hapless 
Pilate. But of course, it was in his post-Resurrection 
commission to the whole world that Christ’s attitude was 
especially revealed. 

Christ, the resurrection and the life, had come to give 
himself to all men and women of every time and place. 
All, both Jew and Greek, were to find life in his name. Our 
Gospel incident today, brief and passing, is a pointer to the 
powerful, expansive and all-embracing heart of Jesus 
Christ, the Redeemer of every man and woman of every 
generation. This means you, it means me, and it means all 
of us. From before the world began, God chose us in 
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Christ to be holy and full of love in his sight. Christ loved 
me, St Paul writes, and gave himself up for me. This 
includes us all. 
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Thursday of the Seventh Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 13 (12):6 O Lord, I trust in your 
merciful love. My heart will rejoice in your salvation. I 
will sing to the Lord who has been bountiful with me. 

Collect Grant, we pray, almighty God, that, always 
pondering spiritual things, we may carry out in both word 
and deed that which is pleasing to you. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Ecclesiasticus 5: 1-10; Psalm 1; 

Mark 9:41-50 

Jesus said to his disciples: I tell you the truth, anyone 
who gives you a cup of water in my name because you 
belong to Christ will certainly not lose his reward. And if 
anyone causes one of these little ones who believe in me to 
sin, it would be better for him to be thrown into the sea 
with a large millstone tied around his neck. If your hand 
causes you to sin, cut it off. It is better for you to enter life 
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maimed than with two hands to go into hell, where the fire 
never goes out. And if your foot causes you to sin, cut it 
off. It is better for you to enter life crippled than to have 
two feet and be thrown into hell. And if your eye causes 
you to sin, pluck it out. It is better for you to enter the 
kingdom of God with one eye than to have two eyes and be 
thrown into hell, where 'their worm does not die, and the 
fire is not quenched.' Everyone will be salted with fire. 
Salt is good, but if it loses its saltiness, how can you make 
it salty again? Have salt in yourselves, and be at peace 
with each other. (Mark 9:41-50) 

Sin Years ago the Godfather movies were well 
known — they depicted Mafia families and the criminal 
world they constructed. I remember one movie in the 
series. The head of a mafia family perpetrated the worst 
murders in his attempt to secure dominance in his territory. 
Particularly striking was how the movie ended with a 
baptism ceremony. The mafia boss was there, well- 
dressed, while his child was being baptized in the local 
parish. That child, it was clear from the story, would 
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eventually grow up in a regime of crime and perhaps 
succeed his father as the mafia boss, and this was definitely 
the intention of the father of the child. The irony of 
religion being mixed up in the sordid business of rampant 
immorality was manifest. Religious ceremony (as in 
Christian, Catholic, burials for slain mafia bosses, and the 
baptism of their children when there was no intention to 
provide a Catholic upbringing) was utterly divorced from 
morality. That is to say, religion was but religious ritual — 
perhaps private, perhaps public — and it had little to do 
with the dictates of the moral conscience and the 
stipulation of revealed religion that life was to be entirely 
in accord with the moral law of God. Now, this is a 
perennial temptation. It is one of the things which the 
prophets continually condemned: holding the faith while 
perpetrating gross injustices and living immorally. “And 
they have coveted fields and taken them by violence, and 
houses they have forcibly taken away, and oppressed a 
man and his house, a man and his inheritance. Therefore 
thus says the Lord: Behold, I devise an evil against this 
family (Micah 2:2-3). The prophet condemns the princes 
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of the people precisely for their immorality. “Hear, O you 
princes of Jacob, and you chiefs of the House of Israel: ... 
You that hate good and love evil; that violently pluck off 
their skins from them ... Then they shall cry to the Lord, 
and he will not hear them . As they have behaved wickedly 
in their devices ” (Micah 3:1-4). 

This brings us to our Gospel today (Mark 9:41-50), 
for our Lord makes it clear that there can be no love for 
and communion with God if the moral law is deliberately 
disregarded. Immorality and the violation of the moral law 
-is not just a matter of publicly-recognised wrongdoing and 
criminality. In the first instance, it is sinful. That is to say, 
it offends God. There is no love for God without justice 
and the doing of what is right. Conversely, injustice and 
wrongdoing, whether in thought, word or deed, is not just a 
matter concerning man here below. It has ramifications in 
the mind and heart of the infinite, all-holy God. The 
august God is profoundly displeased whenever man does 
anything that is morally wrong. The slightest sin is of the 
utmost importance to God, for he is all-holy. Deliberate 
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wrongdoing, though it be unseen by others and hidden in 
the secret thoughts of the wrongdoer, cuts off his 
communion with God to the degree that it is evil. That is 
to say, it is sinful, and God will judge it accordingly. It is 
therefore the worst thing in the world, and our Lord makes 
this very clear: “If anyone causes one of these little ones 
who believe in me to sin, it would be better for him to be 
thrown into the sea with a large millstone tied around his 
neck. If your hand causes you to sin, cut it off. It is better 
for you to enter life maimed than with two hands to go into 
hell, where the fire never goes out.'’'’ It could be said that 
one of the distinguishing things about Revealed Religion 
was its intimate connection with morality. The God of 
Revealed Religion is the all-holy God, understood as a 
morally-good God, which could not be said of the gods of 
the religions. Be holy, for I am holy, he said — meaning 
by this: be not only ritually correct and obedient in the 
ceremonies, but moral in your everyday life according to 
the revealed Ten Commandments. This is one of the things 
Revealed Religion has taught mankind, though mankind 
has a natural intimation of it from his conscience. You 
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cannot be authentically religious if you are not moral or 
endeavouring to be moral, and the quality of person’s 
religion can be judged, to a real point, by his moral 
practice. 

This conviction is more or less in general possession. 
For modern secular man, the other side of the coin has been 
forgotten. He tends to think that at most all that matters is 
that we be moral. Religion is irrelevant, and, he thinks, 
man can certainly be moral without God or religion — and 
this is all that matters because, well, is there a God 
anyway? We moderns tend to forget an even more 
fundamental disorder inveighed against by the prophets, 
the worship of other gods. Our gods are not figurines, but 
our temporal goals and aspirations by which we are able to 
become gods ourselves. Eat that fruit, the Tempter 
whispers, and you will be like God. This is the first and 
basic sin. Let us, then, renounce sin root and branch, and 
take our stand with Christ. 
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Friday of the Seventh Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 13 (12): 6 O Lord, I trust in your 
merciful love. My heart will rejoice in your salvation. I 
will sing to the Lord who has been bountiful with me. 

Collect Grant, we pray, almighty God, that, always 
pondering spiritual things, we may carry out in both word 
and deed that which is pleasing to you. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Ecclesiasticus 6: 5-17; Psalm 118; 

Mark 10:1-12 

Jesus then left that place and went into the region of 
Judea and across the Jordan. Again crowds of people 
came to him, and as was his custom, he taught them. Some 
Pharisees came and tested him by asking, Is it lawful for a 
man to divorce his wife? What did Moses command you? 
he replied. They said, Moses permitted a man to write a 
certificate of divorce and send her away. It was because 
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your hearts were hard that Moses wrote you this law, Jesus 
replied. But at the beginning of creation God ‘made them 
male and female’. ‘For this reason a man will leave his 
father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two 
will become one flesh. ’ So they are no longer two, but one. 
Therefore what God has joined together, let man not 
separate. When they were in the house again, the disciples 
asked Jesus about this. He answered, Anyone who 
divorces his wife and marries another woman commits 
adultery against her. And if she divorces her husband and 
marries another man, she commits adultery. (Mark 10:1- 
12 ) 


Marriage I suspect that it would be difficult to 
establish by reason alone, which is to say without the aid 
of divine revelation, that once a man and woman are 
married, the union between them is indissoluble and, 
further, that their union cannot involve another spouse. 
After all, divorce and polygamy in various forms is 
common among the peoples of the ages. In respect to 
Revealed Religion, plainly the word of God on marriage 
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was understood, but perhaps revealed only gradually. We 
read in the Book of Genesis (4:19) that Lamech, 
descendant of Cain, “ took two wives ” — though this 
appears (in the early text narrating the sequel to Adam and 
Eve) as something of an exception. Of course, the interest 
of the early chapters is clearly on the generations and 
nations coming from the First Parents, rather than on the 
matter of marriage. We cannot here pursue the developing 
thought of the Old Testament on marriage, but there are 
some obvious pointers. To begin with, in the first creation 
account, God makes man in his own image and likeness — 
“male and female he created them ” Genesis 1:26-27). In 
the next creation account, God creates from the side of 
man, a “helper fit for him ” — the woman. “Therefore a 
man leaves his father and his mother and cleaves to his 
wife, and they become one flesh’’' (2:21-24). But this, it 
seems, was not seen as formally and explicitly excluding 
divorce, as we see in the Mosaic legislation (Deuteronomy 
24:1-4). Nor was it seen to exclude polygamy. Holy 
people, such as King David, had many wives. Notoriously, 
King Solomon who had been given such an excellent start 
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with the gift from God of wisdom, ended up with hundreds 
of wives (1 Kings 11: 3). This is not to speak of holy 
Abraham himself who, at his wife Sarai’s instigation, took 
“ Hagar, the Egyptian ... as a wife ” (Genesis 16:3). In the 
event, Sarai got tired of that, and had Abraham turn her 
out. But then later he took another wife, Keturah (Genesis 
25:1). Jacob married Rachel, but also, it seems, Leah 
(29:21-29), and then Ziplpah (30:9). 

Still, the prophetic tradition raised marriage to a new 
understanding in principle, with the proclamation that God 
was the Husband of his chosen people. This was a 
hallowed analogy and full of meaning - God had no other 
“spouse,” and the bond was indissoluble. Though he 
would punish his people for their infidelity, he would 
remain faithful. Not only did this cast light on the 
extraordinary relationship which God in his love chose to 
establish with his people; not only did it reveal precious 
things about God himself; not only did it reveal 
fundamental things about the children of Israel; it also, in 
principle, revealed things about marriage, which as Genesis 
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states, is God’s institution. All this is to say that marriage 
itself ought be seen in the light of God’s declaration that he 
was in a spousal relationship with his people — a 
relationship, that is, marked by exclusivity, oneness and 
indissolubility. God reveals himself to be a God of faithful 
love, and in doing so he reveals the true nature of love 
itself, in the divine plan. Love is to be modelled and lived 
in the light of the divine revelation of it, and this includes 
spousal love. So it is that we find the prophet Malachi 
speaking trenchantly of “divorce”: “ So take heed to 
yourselves, and let none be faithless to the wife of his 
youth. For I hate divorce, says the Lord the God of Israel, 
and covering one’s garment with violence ” (2:15-16). But 
it is especially Jesus Christ who gives the definitive 
understanding of which of the holy texts are critical, and 
their true meaning. In our Gospel today (Mark 10:1-12), 
our Lord is presented with the characteristic uncertainty of 
Jewish thought and law on divorce and remarriage. “ Some 
Pharisees came and tested him by asking, Is it lawful for a 
man to divorce his wife?” It was a test, but the basis was 
the Mosaic legislation: “ Moses permitted a man to write a 
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certificate of divorce and send her away.” Our Lord states 
that this was a mere strategy for the sake of civil order at 
the time. It was not intended by Moses, let alone by God 
himself, to indicate that God intended that a true marriage 
— if true — properly allowed for “divorce” (and our Lord 
is not speaking of a legitimate annulment, nor of a mere 
permanent civil separation.). 

Christ then declared which was the true text to be 
considering. The first and second creation accounts of 
Genesis are what tell of the divine intention for marriage. 
Christ proceeds in solemn manner to declare the meaning 
of those texts: “ at the beginning of creation God ‘made 
them male and female'. ‘For this reason a man will leave 
his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two 
will become one flesh.’ So they are no longer two, but 
one. Therefore what God has joined together, let man not 
separate.” As the New Testament shows, the paradigm for 
marriage is the bond between Christ the Bridegroom and 
the Church his spouse. Let us do all we can, then, to let 
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shine in our world the magnificent and divinely-sanctioned 
institution of marriage. 


Vb*>©«dv 



- 1264 - 







Saturday of the Seventh Week of Ordinary Time 


Entrance Antiphon Ps 13 (12):6 O Lord, I trust in your 
merciful love. My heart will rejoice in your salvation. I 
will sing to the Lord who has been bountiful with me. 

Collect Grant, we pray, almighty God, that, always 
pondering spiritual things, we may carry out in both word 
and deed that which is pleasing to you. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Ecclesiasticus 17:1-13; Psalm 102; 

Mark 10:13-16 

People were bringing little children to Jesus to have 
him touch them, but the disciples rebuked them. When 
Jesus saw this, he was indignant. He said to them, Let the 
little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the 
kingdom of God belongs to such as these. I tell you the 
truth, anyone who will not receive the kingdom of God like 
a little child will never enter it. And he took the children in 
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his arms, put his hands on them and blessed them. (Mark 
10:13-16) 

God of blessings Manifestly, in adhering to 
religion, man hopes for blessings from God or the gods. 
His instinct on the matter is that the divine is powerful and 
kind, provided we live in a way pleasing to him. What this 
involves is another matter, but broadly speaking, man 
hopes to be blessed by turning to the powers above. When 
we turn to Revealed Religion, which in the first instance is 
about what God has done and plans to do for man, the 
issue becomes very concrete. God created man surrounded 
by good things. He placed him “in the garden of Eden’', 
and even when he rebelled, there was the promise of a 
blessing: the seed of the woman would “crush (or bruise) 
the head” of the serpent (Genesis 2-3). Though driven 
forth from the garden of Eden because of their sin, we 
immediately notice that Eve, who instigated the revolt, says 
on bearing Cain “I have begotten a man with the help of the 
Lord ” (4:1). God has given her the blessing of a child, and 
she looks to God in gratitude. When Cain rebels and slays 
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his brother Abel, God places a mark on Cain prohibiting 
vengeance against him. Again, it was a blessing. After the 
Flood, Noah offered sacrifice to the Lord, the Lord 
promised not to “ curse the ground because of man ... (nor 
to) destroy every living creature as I have done ”. We then 
read that “God blessed Noah and his sons and said to 
them, ‘Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth — and 
he proceeded to establish a covenant with Noah and his 
sons (Genesis 8:20-9:17). It is a new beginning, a repeat of 
the earlier beginning in the Genesis creation accounts, 
especially the first — in Genesis eh. 1. The point, though, 
is that God is revealed as a God of blessings. The next 
great stage is the call of Abraham, and God promises to 
make of him a great nation, “ and I will bless you, and make 
your name great, so that you will be a blessing. I will bless 
those who bless you, and him who curses you I will curse; 
and by you all the families of the earth shall bless 
themselves ” (Genesis 12:2-3). God is a God of blessings 
for man. 
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Of course, the greatest of all possible blessings, the 
fulfilment to a surpassing degree of all promised blessings, 
was that of the Person and teaching of Jesus Christ. St 
Paul writes that in Christ is to be found every heavenly 
blessing. The Incarnation of the Son of God and the 
Atonement he effected by his Death and Resurrection, 
confirms to a wondrous extent the revelation of God as a 
God of blessings. To him who is the Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ and the Father of us all we ought turn for the 
blessings we so radically and constantly need. Let this 
general point be the context for our Gospel today, for what 
do we see our Lord doing? He is welcoming the little 
children, and, we read, “he took the children in his arms, 
put his hands on them and blessed them ” (Mark 10:13-16). 
Imagine this! The One in whom is to be found every 
heavenly blessing, blessed the little children. On the 
occasion of our Lord’s raising his friend Lazarus from the 
dead after four days in the tomb, Christ prayed to his 
heavenly Father. He said, “ Father, I thank you for having 
heard me. I knew that you hear me always, but I have said 
this on account of the people standing by ” (John 11:41-42). 
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Consider the power of Christ’s prayer of blessing for 
someone. On the occasion just mentioned, he proceeded to 
confer a wondrous blessing on the dead Lazarus. He raised 
him to life in an instant. Considering the quality of the 
wine that had suddenly come into being at the wedding 
feast of Cana (John 2:10), it could be that Lazarus was 
restored not only to life, but to a degree of health that he 
perhaps had not enjoyed before. The blessing which Christ 
confers on each child of our Gospel scene today must have 
been a powerful, if unseen, thing in the life of each child 
during the years ahead. I cannot but wonder if some of 
them in later years became members of the infant Church, 
due to the prayer of blessing they had received from Christ. 
Were Christ in the flesh before us, who would not want to 
receive his blessing? 

But ah! He is indeed among us! He is present as head 
of his body, his mystical body, the Church. He comes to us 
to embrace us as he did the children, and his embrace 
occurs when we hear his word preached and taught to us by 
his Church, and when we approach in faith the Church’s 
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Sacraments. In the Sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation, 
Matrimony, and especially the Sacraments of Penance 
(Confession) and the Holy Eucharist (Mass, Holy 
Communion and the Real Presence in the Tabernacle), 
Christ meets and embraces us. He confers on us his 
blessings, especially the paramount blessing of union with 
him. Yes, our God, the one true God, is a God of 
blessings, and he comes to us in Jesus Christ his Son. 

-- 
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Eighth Sunday of Ordinary Time 


Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 18 (17): 19-20 The Lord 
became my protector. He brought me out to a place of 
freedom; he saved me because he delighted in me. 

Collect Grant us, O Lord, we pray, that the course of our 
world may be directed by your peaceful rule and that your 
Church may rejoice, untroubled in her devotion. Through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with 
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. 

Scripture today : Ecclesiasticus 27: 5-8; Psalm 91; 

1 Corinthians 15: 54-58; Luke 6: 39-45 

Jesus told a parable to his disciples: ‘Can one blind 
man guide another? Surely both will fall into a pit? The 
disciple is not superior to his teacher; the fully trained 
disciple will always be like his teacher. Why do you 
observe the splinter in your brother’s eye and never notice 
the plank in your own ? How can you say to your brother, 


- 1271 - 



“ Brother, let me take out the splinter that is in your eye, ” 
when you cannot see the plank in your own? Hypocrite! 
Take the plank out of your own eye first, and then you will 
see clearly enough to take out the splinter that is in your 
brother’s eye. 

There is no sound tree that produces rotten fruit, nor 
again a rotten tree that produces sound fruit. For every 
tree can be told by its own fruit: people do not pick figs 
from thorns, nor gather grapes from brambles. A good man 
draws what is good from the store of goodness in his heart; 
a bad man draws what is bad from the store of badness. 
For a man’s words flow out of what fills his heart. ’ (Luke 
6: 39-45) 

Out of what fills his heart In 1840 in Belgium 
there was born a child of a farming family, Joseph de 
Veuster. At the year of his birth, 1840, few people in 
Europe had any first-hand knowledge of leprosy. By the 
time Joseph died at the age of 49, people all over the world 
knew about this disease because of him. By then known by 
his name in religion, Father Damien of Molokai had 
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become a symbol of the heroic missionary who with 
Christ-like compassion gave himself to the lepers of the 
Pacific island of Molokai, in the Hawaiian Archipelago. 
He was the Mother Teresa of the day, dying in 1889, the 
year before the death of the elderly Cardinal Newman, 
respected by England and beyond as a Confessor of the 
Faith through his learning, his writings and his manifest 
authenticity. Both have received the Church’s honours of 
the altar. I refer to Newman simply to set the historical 
context, for let our gaze remain on our Belgian, Joseph de 
Veuster. Forced to quit school at age 13 to work on the 
family farm, Joseph entered the Religious Society of the 
Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary (an Order of Priests 
founded early in the same century) six years later. He took 
the religious name of the fourth-century physician and 
martyr, Saint Damien. When his brother Pamphile, a priest 
in the same Order, fell ill and was unable to go to the 
Hawaiian Islands as assigned, Damien quickly volunteered 
in his place. In May 1864, two months after arriving in his 
new mission, Damien was ordained a priest in Honolulu 
and assigned to the island of Hawaii. Away in England 
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this same year - again to set our context - Newman came 
out with his famous Apologia pro Vita Sua. In 1873, 
Damien, having toiled as a priest in Hawaii, went to the 
Hawaiian government’s leper colony on the island of 
Molokai, which had been set up seven years earlier. He 
was a young man of 33, in full health, and part of a team of 
four chaplains taking that assignment for three months each 
year. Damien soon volunteered to remain permanently, 
caring for the people’s physical, medical and spiritual 
needs. In time, he became their most effective advocate to 
obtain promised government support. Soon the settlement 
had new houses and a new church, school and orphanage. 
Morale improved considerably. His work was heroic, 
splendid. He was an example of our Lord’s words: A good 
man draws what is good from the store of goodness in his 
heart. His heart was full of Christ. 

A second example. Maria Anna Barbara Koob (later 
changed to Cope) was born 23 January 1838, two years 
before Damien. She died in 1918, aged 80. Born in 
Germany, she grew up in New York and entered the 
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novitiate of the Sisters of the Third Order Regular of Saint 
Francis based in Syracuse, New York. At the completion 
of her year of formation, she received the religious habit of 
these Franciscan Sisters along with the new name 
Marianne. Sister Marianne became first a teacher and then 
a principal in newly-established schools for German¬ 
speaking immigrants in the region. She was then appointed 
to hospital administration and eventually became 
Provincial Superior. It was while in this office that in 1883 
she received from King Kala-kaua of Hawaii a plea for 
help in caring for leprosy sufferers. Damien was on 
Molokai. She responded immediately and enthusiastically. 
To cut our story short, in November 1888 she moved to 
Kalaupapa, both to care for the dying Father Damien — 
who was already known internationally for his heroic care 
of the leper colony there — and to assume his burdens. 
She too lived a heroic life, following in the footsteps of 
Father Damien de Veuster, and both are now canonized 
saints of the Catholic Church. They gave a shining witness 
to the care of God for the poor, the suffering and 
abandoned. Now, all of this brings us to our Gospel 
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passage today (Luke 7: 11-17), because both our heroes, 
like many others of their times (such as the very different 
Newman himself), were entirely enamoured of Jesus 
Christ. Let us recall an event in the Gospel. We read that 
“Jesus went to a town called Nain, and his disciples and a 
large crowd went along with him. As he approached the 
town gate, a dead person was being carried out — the only 
son of his mother, and she was a widow ... When the Lord 
saw her, his heart went out to her and he said, Do not 
weep. Then he went up and touched the coffin, and those 
carrying it stood still. He said, Young man, I say to you, 
get up! The dead man sat up and began to talk, and Jesus 
gave him back to his mother A This incident, as do the 
others of our Lord’s public life, reveals the character of 
almighty God. He is a God rich in mercy and compassion, 
and it is due to his grace that the poor and abandoned have 
been served so heroically by persons like Father Damien, 
Mother Marianne, and Mother Teresa of Calcutta of our 
own time. God comes and blesses the poor in the persons 
of servants of his, such as these. 
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All of us are in the hand of God who, St John writes, 
is love. We are his children, and our Lord tells us that we 
must strive to be perfect, just as our heavenly Father is 
perfect. This perfection to which we are called is the 
perfection of love — love for God and love for neighbour. 
How glorious is the life of one who has it in him or her, by 
the power of divine grace, to live thus! It cannot be done 
by ourselves alone: it is the work of grace. With the aid of 
grace, let us resolve to follow Jesus Christ each day, and 
each part of each day, always starting again. So then, as St 
Ignatius of Loyola asks in his Spiritual Exercises, What 
have I done for Christ? What am I doing for Christ? 
What shall I do for him? Lord, let me be one who draws 
what is good from the store of goodness in his heart. Ah, 
now I begin! 

-- 
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Monday of the Eighth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 18 (17): 19-20 The Lord 
became my protector. He brought me out to a place of 
freedom; he saved me because he delighted in me. 

Collect Grant us, O Lord, we pray, that the course of our 
world may be directed by your peaceful rule and that your 
Church may rejoice, untroubled in her devotion. Through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with 
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. 

Scripture today : Sirach 17:20-24; Psalm 32:1-2, 5, 6, 7; 

Mark 10:17-27 

As Jesus was setting out on a journey, a man ran up, 
knelt down before him, and asked him, “Good teacher, 
what must I do to inherit eternal life?” Jesus answered 
him, “Why do you call me good? No one is good but God 
alone. You know the commandments: You shall not kill; 
you shall not commit adultery; you shall not steal; you 
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shall not bear false witness; you shall not defraud; honour 
your father and your mother. ” He replied and said to him, 
“Teacher, all of these I have observed from my youth. ” 
Jesus, looking at him, loved him and said to him, “You are 
lacking in one thing. Go, sell what you have, and give to 
the poor and you will have treasure in heaven; then come, 
follow me. ” At that statement, his face fell, and he went 
away sad, for he had many possessions. Jesus looked 
around and said to his disciples, “How hard it is for those 
who have wealth to enter the Kingdom of God!” The 
disciples were amazed at his words. So Jesus again said to 
them in reply, “Children, how hard it is to enter the 
Kingdom of God! It is easier for a camel to pass through 
the eye of a needle than for one who is rich to enter the 
Kingdom of God. ” They were exceedingly astonished and 
said among themselves, “Then who can be saved? ” Jesus 
looked at them and said, “For men it is impossible, but not 
for God. All things are possible for God. ” (Mark 
10:17-27) 
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Follow me! Our Gospel scene today places us in the 
presence of two figures, the man who had come in haste to 
Jesus, and Jesus himself who stands before him. Let us 
gaze on the man who had come before the Lord. He had 
profound respect for Jesus, addressing him as “good 
teacher ” which he meant sincerely. His question 
concerned eternal life and how he was to gain it. He knew 
our Lord would have the answer and, of course, our Lord 
had indeed come precisely that mankind would have 
eternal life. Moreover he must have pleased our Lord for 
his very question. During his public ministry Christ was 
faced with the problem of being sought by very many, not 
in order to benefit from his true spiritual mission but to 
gain the material benefits he was miraculously dispensing 
as signs of something higher. We remember how our Lord 
(in John ch.6) told the crowds that they were seeking him 
simply because of the bread he had fed them with the day 
before. But here was a young man who understood that 
our Lord offered eternal life and the means to gain it. 
Moreover, that this young man genuinely sought eternal 
life was clear not only because of his very question but 
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because he had always observed God’s commandments. 
The gospels make clear that our Lord could immediately 
read the hearts of men, and we are told in this passage that 
when the man replied that he had observed God’s 
commands from his youth, “Jesus, looking at him, loved 
him ” (Mark 10:17-27). Christ could read his heart, and 
saw the sterling quality of the man before him. We 
remember how on one occasion our Lord pointed to those 
listening to his teaching in front of him and said, “ Anyone 
who does the will of my Father, that person is my mother 
and sister and brother .” Our Lord loved the man in front of 
him because he could see that he loved God, that he obeyed 
God, and that he wanted to obtain eternal life. The man 
before our Lord was a fine representative of Old Testament 
religion, and we could say that he was potentially among 
the best. 

The man had come to our Lord asking what more he 
could do to gain heaven and God. Our Lord’s response 
was that he lacked one more thing. Let us look on the 
young man before our Lord as standing for mankind at its 
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best. Let us imagine mankind and the whole sweep of 
history with its strivings and its accomplishments, with its 
hopes and dreams, with its aspirations for the good and the 
true and the beautiful. Let us think of mankind with its best 
moral qualities, now asking what more needed to be done 
to gain whatever in God’s sight was best. That young man 
was giving voice to the question that rises from the best 
that is in man and from the best that he hopes to be. That 
question is, what must I do, what must I be, in order to gain 
the ultimate prize of eternal happiness and life in God 
forever? Let us think of all that man has done on the earth 
that is good and useful to his fellow man and to himself. 
Let us imagine man at his very best asking the question 
that fills his mind and heart as he yearns for the perfect: 
What more is lacking? What more must I do to have done 
the best and so be able to inherit the best? Christ gives the 
answer to man as he poses the question that rises to heaven. 
It is, Come after me and make me the love of your heart. 
Do not allow anything to occupy the central place other 
than me. Come, follow me, and give place in your heart to 
other things only to the extent that they serve your love for 
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me. Christ Jesus is the object of the strivings and the 
yearnings of the human heart. What more is lacking? What 
is lacking is the wholehearted following of the Person of 
Jesus Christ. Christ is the object and end of the heart of 
man. This is the revelation that has come from Christ, and 
our passage today presents the tragedy that can fall to man. 
That tragedy is the refusal to accept this answer and this 
magnificent invitation. The young man of such promise 
turned away from making Christ the love of his life and 
chose instead to give an indispensable place to his 
possessions. 

Let us place ourselves in the company of Christ’s 
disciples and hear his invitation. Come, follow me! This is 
what your heart is made for and this is what you have been 
granted the gift of life for. Make me the centre of your life 
and in all things follow me and observe my commands. If 
you do this you will have eternal life, life in abundance 
both here and hereafter. So let us make this the grand 
project of our life, now and to the end. When Christ gave 
his final charge to his disciples before ascending to heaven, 
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he told them to do one thing: Go to the whole world and 
make disciples of all the nations. That is because being a 
disciple of Jesus Christ is the highest call of man, the prize 
for which he was created. 
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Tuesday of the Eighth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 18 (17): 19-20 The Lord 
became my protector. He brought me out to a place of 
freedom; he saved me because he delighted in me. 

Collect Grant us, O Lord, we pray, that the course of our 
world may be directed by your peaceful rule and that your 
Church may rejoice, untroubled in her devotion. Through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with 
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. 

Scripture today : Sirach 35:1-12; Psalm 50:5-8, 14, 23; 

Mark 10:28-31 

Peter began to say to Jesus, ‘We have given up 
everything and followed you. ” Jesus said, “Amen, I say to 
you, there is no one who has given up house or brothers or 
sisters or mother or father or children or lands for my sake 
and for the sake of the Gospel who will not receive a 
hundred times more now in this present age: houses and 
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brothers and sisters and mothers and children and lands, 
with persecutions, and eternal life in the age to come. But 
many that are first will be last, and the last will be first. ” 
(Mark 10:28-31) 

Happiness One of the notable things about 

Catholicism is its celebration of sanctity. Throughout its 
long two-thousand year history, “the saints” have been 
highly honoured. Whoever it is, if a person is holy be he 
living or dead, that person is venerated by Christ’s faithful. 
In the first millennium the process by which a deceased 
person’s holiness was gradually recognized varied, but if 
the official Church formally recognized it and proposed the 
person as an example to the faithful, there was no doubt as 
to the high standing that person attained. His sanctity was 
what counted. In our day the number of canonized saints 
has leapt beyond precedent, showing that holiness can be 
found in any walk of life and in any time or circumstance. 
It does not, however, come naturally or automatically. It is 
the fruit of a life-time struggle that all are called to make, 
but the message of the Church is that it is the one thing 
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necessary. The Catholic Church celebrates the acquisition 
of personal sanctity. It is not something simply imputed to 
the person who believes in Christ. No, it is a quality of 
great personal goodness that is gradually infused and 
acquired due to the power of grace and one’s own 
continuing effort to live in Christ. A Christian who is holy 
is one who is marvellously like unto Christ. But now, 
consider any of the saints and ask, Was that person happy? 
Was there great joy in that person’s life? If we take other 
examples of eminence in human history — say, great and 
successful military commanders, or great artists, or great 
novelists, or great political leaders, and ask if their lives 
were lives of joy, we could not possibly give a generally 
affirmative answer. We could not say that because they 
were great in their gift and in their work they found joy. In 
some cases - artists, musical composers, or whatever - 
their personal lives were a ruin. Not so the saint, for every 
saint found joy in life despite suffering. He had the joy of 
Christ. This alone shows we were made for holiness. Being 
made for it, it is imperative that we try to attain it. 
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In today’s Gospel our Lord responds to the statement 
of Peter that “We have given up everything and followed 
you .” He replies that “7 say to you, there is no one who has 
given up house or brothers or sisters or mother or father or 
children or lands for my sake and for the sake of the 
Gospel who will not receive a hundred times more now in 
this present age: houses and brothers and sisters and 
mothers and children and lands, with persecutions, and 
eternal life in the age to come. But many that are first will 
be last, and the last will be first” (Mark 10:28-31). Christ 
promises profound fulfilment and joy for the one who 
follows him totally. The embodiments of this teaching are 
the saints, and it is a great encouragement for the ordinary 
disciple to contemplate the life of the saint. The parish 
priest of Ars in France, Jean Vianney, was always reading 
the lives of the saints and deriving great encouragement 
from them. One thing they showed to him and which they 
show to everyone who aspires to sanctity is that in the 
midst of the necessary sufferings along the road to sanctity, 
there is an abiding joy. Their sufferings and their joy are a 
share in the sufferings and the joy of Christ. The source of 
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Christ’s joy was his being in the Father and in never being 
separated from him. Our joy will come from being in 
Christ and in never being separated from him. The world 
will offer the happiness of material possessions, of family 
and of our achievements in life. Christ offers the far 
greater happiness of being in him who is the fulness of the 
Godhead. We live in him through prayer, the Sacraments, 
and through doing God’s holy will in all the things that 
come our way in life due to the providence of God. It is in 
our family, in our married life and in the work we are 
called to do in life that we do God’s will and follow Christ 
wholeheartedly, and the joy of the Christian will be found 
not in those things alone but in seeking him in all of these 
things. 

Let the Christian be confident that if only he gives to 
Christ his whole heart and life, he will be happy beyond his 
expectations. If a person is profoundly happy, what more 
could he ask for? The question is, where is such happiness 
to be found? Christ is the One who gives the answer. His 
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answer is that happiness and joy will be yours if you love 
and follow him with all your heart and soul. 

-- 
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Wednesday of the Eighth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 18 (17): 19-20 The Lord 
became my protector. He brought me out to a place of 
freedom; he saved me because he delighted in me. 

Collect Grant us, O Lord, we pray, that the course of our 
world may be directed by your peaceful rule and that your 
Church may rejoice, untroubled in her devotion. Through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with 
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. 

Scripture today : Sirach 36:1, 4-5a, 10-17; Psalm 79:8, 
9, 11 and 13; Mark 10:32-45 

The disciples were on the way, going up to Jerusalem, 
and Jesus went ahead of them. They were amazed, and 
those who followed were afraid. Taking the Twelve aside 
again, he began to tell them what was going to happen to 
him. “Behold, we are going up to Jerusalem, and the Son 
of Man will be handed over to the chief priests and the 
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scribes, and they will condemn him to death and hand him 
over to the Gentiles who will mock him, spit upon him, 
scourge him, and put him to death, but after three days he 
will rise. ” Then James and John, the sons of Zebedee, 
came to Jesus and said to him, ‘Teacher, we want you to do 
for us whatever we ask of you. ” He replied, ‘What do you 
wish me to do for you?” They answered him, ‘‘Grant that 
in your glory we may sit one at your right and the other at 
your left. ” Jesus said to them, “You do not know what you 
are asking. Can you drink the chalice that I drink or be 
baptized with the baptism with which I am baptized? ” They 
said to him, ‘We can. ” Jesus said to them, “The chalice 
that I drink, you will drink, and with the baptism with 
which I am baptized, you will be baptized; but to sit at my 
right or at my left is not mine to give but is for those for 
whom it has been prepared. ” When the ten heard this, they 
became indignant at James and John. Jesus summoned 
them and said to them, “You know that those who are 
recognized as rulers over the Gentiles lord it over them, 
and their great ones make their authority over them felt. 
But it shall not be so among you. Rather, whoever wishes 


- 1292 - 



to be great among you will be your servant; whoever 
wishes to be first among you will be the slave of all. For 
the Son of Man did not come to be served but to serve and 
to give his life as a ransom for many. ” (Mark 10:32-45) 

Suffering During the last century and a half an 
enormous amount of field research and study has been 
done on the indigenous religions of the world, be they in 
Africa, Melanesia, Asia, North and South America, the 
Arctic, Australia, or wherever. I recall reading one 
anthropologist (Evans-Pritchard) asserting that a defining 
element in a primal religion is the way it deals with 
suffering and evil. That was an interesting insight and 
there is no doubt that it is a useful yardstick in the study of 
the religions of primal societies. It also brings into relief 
the perennial problem of suffering, a problem that has 
exercised the minds of the founders of religions (such as 
Buddha) and even indigenous peoples. On the face of it 
suffering bears with it little meaning. It is just there and it 
is an enormous burden. Why is it there in human life and, 
we might add, even in non-human life? I can think of one 
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great presenter of nature films who professed to have 
difficulty in there being a God because of the cruelty and 
suffering he saw everywhere in the animal kingdom - 
commonly called the “law of the jungle”. Suffering and 
pain is everywhere and ultimately it seems to be 
unnecessary and meaningless. The final form of suffering 
is that which is involved in death, and where does death 
with its suffering lead to? Nothing much, might be the 
answer. It is just like the black holes in the universe, it is a 
darkness. It is not hard to understand why, in the absence 
of a foundation of religion, there have been philosophies in 
the modern era that speak of ultimate absurdity. We aspire 
for happiness and glory, and yet what we get is a lot of 
suffering and finally death. The Oxford evolutionary 
biologist Richard Dawkins in his two part television series 
{Root of all Evil?), in putting his strident case for positive 
atheism (reflecting his book The God Delusion), stated that 
without religion life becomes positively beautiful and 
challenging precisely because this world is all we have. 
But in his series he did not deal with the massive problem 
of evil and suffering. This alone made it unreal. 
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Let us turn to the words of the Teacher of mankind, 
Jesus Christ the Son of God made man. In our Gospel text 
today we read that “ James and John, the sons of Zebedee, 
came to Jesus and said to him, ‘Teacher, we want you to do 
for us whatever we ask of you. ’ He replied, ‘What do you 
wish me to do for you? ’ They answered him, ‘Grant that in 
your glory we may sit one at your right and the other at 
your left’.” Let us take their request as representing the 
aspirations of mankind for happiness and complete 
fulfilment — in a word, for glory. These hopes are 
implanted in the human heart, and this is how we are made. 
Our Lord’s two disciples had firmly grasped that ultimate 
happiness lay in being with Jesus in his happiness and 
glory. We are called to happiness and our happiness will 
be found with and in him. Their request represents a great 
insight into the human quest for happiness. It lies 
ultimately in being with Christ and in him. Our Lord’s 
reply to their question is mysterious, and yet so important 
if we are to follow the sure and true path to happiness and 
glory. He told his two ardent companions and disciples 
that they did not know what their request necessarily 


- 1295 - 



involved. They had no idea that it had to involve suffering. 
“Jesus said to them, ‘You do not know what you are asking. 
Can you drink the chalice that I drink or be baptized with 
the baptism with which I am baptized?’” His “cup” would 
involve rejection, suffering and death (Mark 10:32-45). 
This was his necessary “baptism”, but then there would be 
the glory. For his disciples to share in his glory they would 
have to drink his cup, the cup of his suffering. The bright 
note in this exchange between our Lord and his two 
disciples is his confirmation to them that they would 
indeed drink his cup, and so share in his glory. 

Our Lord does not explain why suffering with him is 
necessary for glory with him, but we have the great gain of 
knowing that it is necessary. It is not pointless, it is not 
meaningless, it is not just a useless burden. It will count 
enormously in the long run. If we put on the mind of 
Christ and suffer with him then we shall reign with him. 
The enormous and perennial problem of suffering in the 
world has been given a spectacular meaning. It contributes 
to the redemption and the glory of mankind. So then, 
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whenever suffering comes our way, let us make use of it in 
Christ as something precious in God’s sight. 

-- 
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Thursday of the eighth week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 18 (17): 19-20 The Lord 
became my protector. He brought me out to a place of 
freedom; he saved me because he delighted in me. 

Collect Grant us, O Lord, we pray, that the course of our 
world may be directed by your peaceful rule and that your 
Church may rejoice, untroubled in her devotion. Through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with 
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. 

Scripture today : Ecclesiasticus 42: 15-26; Psalm 32; 

Mark 10: 46-52 

Then Jesus and his disciples came to Jericho. As they 
were leaving the city, together with a large crowd, a blind 
man, Bartimaeus (that is, the Son of Timaeus), was sitting 
by the roadside begging. When he heard that it was Jesus 
of Nazareth, he began to shout, Jesus, Son of David, have 
mercy on me! Many rebuked him and told him to be quiet, 
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but he shouted all the more, Son of David, have mercy on 
me! Jesus stopped and said, Call him. So they called to the 
blind man, Cheer up! On your feet! He’s calling you. 
Throwing his cloak aside, he jumped to his feet and came 
to Jesus. What do you want me to do for you? Jesus asked 
him. The blind man said, Rabbi, I want to see. Go, said 
Jesus, your faith has healed you. Immediately he received 
his sight and followed Jesus along the road. (Mark 10:46- 
52) 


Christ our Blessing Our beautiful Gospel scene 
ends with this significant feature: the blind man 
immediately “received his sight and followed Jesus along 
the road ” (Mark 10:52). As is often noticed, Mark gives us 
the very name of the blind man: he is Bar Timaeus. It may 
suggest that the man was known in the Christian 
community for which Mark was writing, or at least 
remembered as a disciple of Jesus Christ. The mention of 
names could imply this. There was Simon of Cyrene — 
again, Mark gives us his name. When Christ was on the 
way to Calvary, “they compelled a passer-by, Simon of 
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Cyrene, who was coming in from the country, the father of 
Alexander and Rufus, to carry his cross ” (Mark 15:21). 
The mention of these names suggests that Simon, and 
subsequently his family, were converted by his unique 
encounter with Christ. It is to be noted that at the end of 
his Letter to the Romans (and Mark wrote his Gospel, it 
seems, in Rome as a kind of secretary to Peter), St Paul 
writes: “ Greet Rufus, eminent in the Lord, also his mother 
and mine ” (16:13). The point is that our blind man, Bar 
Timaeus, seems to have benefited from the touch of Christ 
in precisely the way our Lord intended in such cures. He 
‘ followed Jesus along the road,” not only the road leaving 
Jericho, but the road of life. As a matter of fact, it looks as 
if Bar Timaeus was not the only blind man in the scene. 
We read in the Gospel of St Matthew an incident that 
appears to be the same as our event of today. Matthew 
writes that “As they went out of Jericho, a great crowd 
followed him. And behold, two blind men sitting by the 
roadside, when they heard that Jesus was passing by, cried 
out, ‘Have mercy on us, Son of David!'’” (20: 29-34). They 
receive their sight “ and followed him” Mark may have 
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known of Bar Timaeus, but not of the other. There are 
other differences in the accounts. With Luke, there is only 
one blind man, and his name is not given (18:35-43). 
While Mark and Matthew have the incident occurring as 
Jesus is leaving Jericho, in Luke it happens as he is 
drawing near to Jericho. 

I mention the other Gospels to highlight the details 
chosen by St Mark. We are reminded that the beneficial 
touch of Jesus Christ — as in the case of Bar Timaeus, 
involving an instant cure of blindness — can lead to 
discipleship. Indeed, discipleship is the greatest of 
blessings. I mentioned the parallel example of Simon of 
Cyrene, a convert to Christ due to his encounter with him 
on the way to Calvary. Mark also tells us how at Calvary 
“they crucified two robbers, one on his right and one on his 
left ” (15:27). This is told us by Matthew too (27:38), but 
Luke, who does not provide the detail of the name of Bar 
Timaeus, tells us more about these two robbers. One was 
subject to a signal touch of divine grace, fie rebuked the 
other for his lack of recognition of the holiness of the Man 
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being crucified between them. He then made an absolutely 
extraordinary request, betraying an amazing degree of 
faith: “Jesus, remember me when you come in your 
kingdom (or kingly power)” (23:42). How, on earth, did he 
attain to such faith in such seemingly hopeless 
circumstances? Inasmuch as most of the disciples of our 
Lord had fled, and inasmuch as they could scarcely believe 
any reports of his resurrection on the first day of the week 
before they actually saw him, it looks as if this “criminal” 
(Luke 23:39) had rapidly attained a faith which, at this dark 
point, exceeded theirs. We cannot be sure of all this, but it 
is an astonishing scene. It bespeaks the shining holiness of 
Jesus Christ in the midst of his degradation. It also reveals 
the secret workings of the Holy Spirit, not only in 
sustaining the Incarnate Son of God in his mighty self- 
sacrifice, but in enlightening and inspiring others who 
came in contact with him during this great redemptive 
drama. This criminal went to Paradise because of his faith 
in Christ crucified, and we know that this is so because 
Christ promised it to him: “Truly, I say to you, this day you 
will be with me in Paradise ” (Luke 23:43). Christ had said 
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that “when I am lifted up I shall draw all men to myself 
Our crucified criminal was the first. The encounter with 
Jesus Christ led to discipleship and to salvation. 

Let that be our thought as we contemplate the scene of 
Bar Timaeus calling out to Christ from his blindness, just 
as the criminal dying with Christ on the cross called out to 
him. Both received an inestimable blessing. Bar Timaeus 
received his sight, and, it seems, the best sight of all - faith 
in the Light of the world that is Jesus Christ. The “robber” 
on the Cross received the blessing of blessings, union with 
Jesus Christ at the point of death, and an eternity of 
happiness with him in heaven. Let us understand that the 
one thing necessary is to know, love and serve Jesus Christ. 

-- 
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Friday of the Eighth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 18 (17): 19-20 The Lord 
became my protector. He brought me out to a place of 
freedom; he saved me because he delighted in me. 

Collect Grant us, O Lord, we pray, that the course of our 
world may be directed by your peaceful rule and that your 
Church may rejoice, untroubled in her devotion. Through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with 
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. 

Scripture today : Sirach 44:1, 9-13; Psalm 149:1 b-6a, 9b; 

Mark 11:11-26 

Jesus entered Jerusalem and went into the temple 
area. He looked around at everything and, since it was 
already late, went out to Bethany with the Twelve. The 
next day as they were leaving Bethany he was hungry. 
Seeing from a distance a fig tree in leaf, he went over to 
see if he could find anything on it. When he reached it he 
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found nothing but leaves; it was not the time for figs. And 
he said to it in reply, “May no one ever eat of your fruit 
again!” And his disciples heard it. They came to 
Jerusalem, and on entering the temple area he began to 
drive out those selling and buying there. He overturned 
the tables of the money changers and the seats of those 
who were selling doves. He did not permit anyone to carry 
anything through the temple area. Then he taught them 
saying, “Is it not written: My house shall be called a house 
of prayer for all peoples ? But you have made it a den of 
thieves. ” The chief priests and the scribes came to hear of 
it and were seeking a way to put him to death, yet they 
feared him because the whole crowd was astonished at his 
teaching. When evening came, they went out of the city. 
Early in the morning, as they were walking along, they saw 
the fig tree withered to its roots. Peter remembered and 
said to him, “Rabbi, look! The fig tree that you cursed has 
withered. ” Jesus said to them in reply, “Have faith in God. 
Amen, I say to you, whoever says to this mountain, Be 
lifted up and thrown into the sea, ’ and does not doubt in 
his heart but believes that what he says will happen, it shall 
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be done for him. Therefore I tell you, all that you ask for in 
prayer, believe that you will receive it and it shall be yours. 
When you stand to pray, forgive anyone against whom you 
have a grievance, so that your heavenly Father may in turn 
forgive you your transgressions. ” (Mark 11:11-26) 

Prayer There is, of course, nothing more 
fundamental in religion than prayer. We could put it more 
plainly by saying that there is nothing more fundamental in 
life than prayer. Man is a rational animal, yes, but in our 
current intellectual climate a definition such as this can 
favour a view of life that leaves out God. Any militant 
atheist (such as the Oxford campaigner for atheism, 
Richard Dawkins) would happily accept that definition of 
man (as a rational animal) because usually the modern 
atheist flaunts what he regards as his life of reason. But 
prayer and religion? He would have none of it and would 
regard prayer as an indulgence that diminishes a man’s 
rationality and so also his humanity. Prayer is a crutch, a 
prop, a flight from a hands-on involvement with life and 
the world. It is not a very rational activity. Such is the 
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contemporary view of many, and it is sadly fuelled by the 
irrationality of many forms of religion. I would favour a 
definition of man which, while placing at the centre his 
rationality, also includes his capacity for religion and, more 
precisely, for prayer. If for good philosophical reasons we 
are to place man in the category of animal, then let us 
include among his distinguishing characteristics not only 
his capacity to reason but also his capacity to pray. 
Observe the discussions among anthropologists and 
historians of culture. The religions of the societies they 
investigate are at the centre of their investigations. Rituals, 
myths and temples are the stuff of their publications and 
congresses. Where man has been, there religion has 
showed its lively face. The voice of mankind would seem 
to suggest that if the life of the reason is central to our 
humanity, so too is the life of prayer and religion. 

Well then, what does Christ the Redeemer of man say 
to us about prayer? We cannot take a single reference from 
the Gospels and consider it as providing a complete 
account of the teaching of revelation on prayer. But every 
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reference is precious and, in fact, often surprising. 
Consider our Gospel passage for today (Mark 11:11-26). 
Our Lord enters Jerusalem and goes into the Temple area 
— and is obviously far from pleased. He leaves and 
returns the next day after having left a potent sign in his 
curse of the fig tree. He returns to cleanse the Temple 
forcibly of all that is not prayer and reverence for God. 
Christ is insisting with vigour and unyielding insistence on 
the profound reverence which man ought manifest publicly 
to God his Father. God our Father is a public Fact, and 
temples and churches attest to it. But all too often the 
reverence due to him in and out of our churches is 
lamentably lacking. We talk, we look around, we do many 
things on entering and passing our time there that are 
tantamount to irreverence and neglect of the Divine 
Presence therein. In every Catholic church where there is 
the Tabernacle, the great God abides. There God the Son 
made man and risen from the dead dwells. Where he is 
present, the Father and the Holy Spirit abide also. How 
great ought be our reverence! How often ought we advert, 
in a form of spiritual communion, to the real presence of 
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God there! But there is this too: not only is Christ ever 
present in the Blessed Sacrament, but he and the Father and 
the Holy Spirit dwell within the soul of the baptized person 
in the state of grace. If we are in the friendship of God by 
grace, the Holy Trinity dwells within. How great ought be 
our reverence and how genuine our life of prayer! As we 
think of Christ cleansing the Temple, let us resolve to 
stamp our life with prayer, and to make it prayer with 
genuine reverence filled with the thought of God. 

Let us resolve to cultivate a life of genuine, reverent 
and loving prayer to God. God dwells within the baptized 
soul in the state of grace, and he abides within the 
Tabernacle where the Holy Eucharist is placed. Let our 
prayer of reverence be trusting a 

nd confident, and let us bring to God our Father all 
our needs, knowing that — as our Lord plainly teaches in 
our text today — he will hear our prayers. He is our 
Father, we are his children. 

-- 
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Saturday of the Eighth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 18 (17): 19-20 The Lord 
became my protector. He brought me out to a place of 
freedom; he saved me because he delighted in me. 

Collect Grant us, O Lord, we pray, that the course of our 
world may be directed by your peaceful rule and that your 
Church may rejoice, untroubled in her devotion. Through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with 
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. 

Scripture today : Sirach 51:12 cd-20; Psalm 19:8-11; 

Mark 11:27-33 

Jesus and his disciples returned once more to 
Jerusalem. As he was walking in the temple area, the chief 
priests, the scribes, and the elders approached him and 
said to him, “By what authority are you doing these 
things? Or who gave you this authority to do them?” Jesus 
said to them, “I shall ask you one question. Answer me, 
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and I will tell you by what authority I do these things. Was 
John’s baptism of heavenly or of human origin? Answer 
me. ” They discussed this among themselves and said, “If 
we say, ‘Of heavenly origin, ’ he will say, ‘Then why did 
you not believe him?’ But shall we say, ‘Of human 
origin ’? they feared the crowd, for they all thought John 
really was a prophet. So they said to Jesus in reply, “We 
do not know. ” Then Jesus said to them, “Neither shall I tell 
you by what authority I do these things. ” (Mark 11:27-33) 

Faith It is very clear from the Gospels that a 
striking feature of our Lord’s Person and public ministry 
was the very authority he displayed and exercised. We 
could say that during the brief span of his ministry there 
was a time when no one in the nation commanded the 
spiritual authority he did. At his first appearance on the 
scene in a public sense, the prophet John pointed to him as 
the one who was to come — and that was before he began 
to show his qualities and spiritual prowess. The people 
marvelled at the authority he displayed over the demons 
who seemed to be in abundance at the time of Christ (and 
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what book of the bible outside the Gospels shows them to 
be so active?). His disciples wondered at who this man 
could be who commanded the wind and the sea and it 
obeyed him. He cured the sick, he raised the dead, he 
pronounced unhesitatingly on the important things of the 
Law and on the meaning of the Scriptures. He set himself 
above Moses and the prophets {“there is a greater than 
Solomon...(and) a greater than Jonah here!”). He taught 
new doctrine (“but I say to you...”). Without official 
authorisation he cleansed the Temple. He claimed an 
authority no one else had claimed, and he acted on it by 
backing it up with incomparable miracles. He calmly and 
unhesitatingly forgave sins and immediately backed up his 
authority to do this by working an astounding miracle in 
the sight of all. There was also the authority of his very 
holiness and he claimed to be holy: “Can any of you 
convict me of sin ?”, and “I always do what pleases him 
(i.e., the Father)”. Most significantly he made claims about 
himself that had no precedent in the experience of the 
religious authorities and he mysteriously put himself on a 
par with God his Father — and this they plainly saw. 
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But in due course our Lord was rejected by many. 
One of his own chosen apostles, selected deliberately out 
of the body of his disciples to be one of the Twelve, 
secretly left and betrayed him and then came to a bad and 
tragic end. When our Lord preached his doctrine of the 
Eucharist, we are told by John (ch.6) that many of his 
disciples left him — it was too much for them, they said. 
In fact our Lord’s authority was not accepted by the body 
of the nation’s religious leaders. In our Gospel today 
(Mark 11:27-33) they come to him and demand to know 
the basis of his authority to say and do what he was doing. 
He could see it was useless to explain this to them for they 
would not believe. He pointed to the testimony of John 
asking them about his authority. But they evaded his 
question. Now, what does this refusal on their part to 
accept the authority and revelation of Christ remind us of? 
It reminds us that no matter what steps God takes to 
provide signs of his action and revelation, we must be 
disposed and ready to receive them. We must be disposed 
to seek conscientiously to know the truth that has been 
revealed from on high, and to assent to it generously. At 
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root the problem for man is the disposition of his will, the 
direction of his fundamental free choice and preference. 
He is responsible for the goodness of his choices, and the 
most serious of his choices is what he takes to be the truth. 
That is not to say that at any one point we are responsible 
for not having attained the full truth that has been revealed 
by God. But we are responsible for our desire to know it 
and our readiness to accept it as it comes to us in the 
Scriptures and in the teaching of the Church he founded 
and of which he is the living head. 

The scribes and elders of our passage today showed 
they did not desire to know the truth and were not ready to 
accept it. In our own way, we can be like them. If we are 
like them, then the response of Christ to us will be similar 
to his response to them. He will not favour us with more of 
his light and his grace. As he said to them at their negative 
reply to him, “ Neither shall I tell you by what authority I 
do these things ” (Mark 11:27-33). Let us pray for the gift 
of a very great faith in Jesus and a constant readiness to 
accept and assent to his word. 
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Ninth Sunday of Ordinary Time 


Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 25 (24): 16, 18 Turn to me and 
have mercy on me, O Lord, for I am alone and poor. See 
my lowliness and suffering and take away all my sins, my 
God. 

Collect O God, whose providence never fails in its design, 
keep from us, we humbly beseech you, all that might harm 
us and grant all that works for our good. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 1 Kings 8: 41-43; Galatians 1:1-2.6-10; 

Luke 7:1-10 

When Jesus had finished saying all this to the people 
who were listening, he entered Capernaum. There a 
centurion’s servant, whom his master valued highly, was ill 
and about to die. The centurion heard of Jesus and sent 
some elders of the Jews to him, asking him to come and 
heal his servant. When they came to Jesus, they pleaded 
earnestly with him, ‘This man deserves to have you do this, 
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because he loves our nation and has built our synagogue. ’ 
So Jesus went with them. He was not far from the house 
when the centurion sent friends to say to him: ‘Lord, don’t 
trouble yourself for I do not deserve to have you come 
under my roof. That is why I did not even consider myself 
worthy to come to you. But say the word, and my servant 
will be healed. For I myself am a man under authority, 
with soldiers under me. I tell this one, “Go ”, and he goes; 
and that one, “Come ”, and he comes. I say to my servant, 
“Do this ”, and he does it. ’ When Jesus heard this, he was 
amazed at him, and turning to the crowd following him, he 
said, 7 tell you, I have not found such great faith even in 
Israel. ’ Then the men who had been sent returned to the 
house and found the servant well. (Luke 7:1-10) 

Christ in the poor This is a very striking Gospel 
scene. Christ receives a request from a Gentile — a 
centurion of the Roman occupation — to come and heal his 
valued servant. Christ immediately rises to go to his 
assistance, and on the way receives a second message 
conveyed by the emissaries of the centurion, which elicits 
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from him the highest praise for the centurion’s faith. “I tell 
you,'” he said to the crowds with him, “7 have not found 
such great faith even in Israel ” (Luke 7:1-10). But now, 
let us notice something more. This “ great faith ” of the 
pagan centurion in Christ’s power and goodness was 
clearly a grace of the Holy Spirit. Importantly, it was 
associated with his loving concern for the suffering and 
danger of his servant. By that I mean that the suffering of 
the unknown servant was the occasion of a special grace 
granted to the centurion who was concerned for him. That 
grace was faith in Jesus of Nazareth. This faith was 
manifested in the humble and respectful request by the 
concerned centurion that Jesus come and heal his servant. 
He had “great faith.'” Notice this: the grace of faith, and 
indeed many other graces, come to a person at his 
compassionate contact with and service of those who are 
suffering. God awaits us in those who suffer. Christ, in 
whom is every blessing, is present in the suffering person, 
and he will bless the one who assists those in pain. “Come, 
you blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for 
you from the foundation of the world; for I was hungry and 
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you gave me food ” (Matthew 25:34-35). Let us 
contemplate one particular person, so blessed by those in 
pain, in whom this happened. Ira Barnes Dutton was born 
in Stowe, Vermont, USA, in 1843. Four years later his 
family moved to Wisconsin where he grew up. He served 
as a lieutenant in the Union Army in the American Civil 
War. Afterwards he worked for the War Department, 
locating the hastily buried dead scattered on the battlefields 
and reburying them with a solemn funeral. He said later 
that he and his men collected more than six thousand 
corpses. His marriage failed within a year, with his wife 
deserting him, and Dutton was left inconsolable, sunk in 
habitual dissipation, and given to drink. One day he was 
shocked into the realization that his life was being wasted, 
and he underwent a profound conversion. At 40 he became 
a Catholic and took the name of Joseph, resolving to lead a 
strict Catholic life. 

After two years trying a vocation with the Trappists, 
he read a brief account of Father Damien on the island of 
Molokai, and saw immediately that this, the leper colony, 
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was to be the scene of his work. On July 29, 1886, less 
than two months after he had heard of the place, he landed 
at Kalaupapa where the famed missionary resided. Damien 
was himself now a leper, though still active in his heroic 
priestly service of the lepers. Joseph Dutton became a real 
friend and disciple of the ailing Father Damien and after 
his death carried forward his work in the leprosy 
settlement. He wrote numerous letters and became, in the 
United States, almost as renowned as Father Damien 
himself. He was given the title of “ Brother ” by Father 
Damien, and Brother Joseph Dutton spent the second half 
of his long life on the leper island. He lived to the age of 
eighty-eight and never contracted leprosy. Just before he 
died on March 26, 1931 — some thirteen years after 
Mother Marianne Cope who assisted Father Damien in his 
last days (1889) and who is now, like Damien, canonized 
— he wrote the following. “7 guess that I have come to the 
end of the trail; that my work is finished. I hope that God 
approves .” He expressed his last wish, to be buried at the 
feet of Damien, and indeed, there he lies. Joseph Dutton 
was a great American, a Catholic convert whose life went 
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to a new level when he read of the work of Father Damien 
among the lepers. Word of the lepers and their sufferings, 
and word of the holy priest serving them, brought a special 
grace to Dutton, and he never looked back. The point here 
is that the lepers were an occasion of great grace to him. 
He was not at all afraid to contract the disease and showed 
no disgust, not even with the most disfigured cases. In the 
principles of the care of wounds and bandaging and other 
matters, he surpassed his medical teachers. He served 
Mass, took the orphan boys under his care, and finished 
many building projects that Damien had begun. He served 
the lepers forty-five years, and there are plans afoot to 
consider his eventual beatification. Photos of Dutton with 
the lepers show a man of kindness, one in the line of Father 
Damien and Mother Marianne Cope. But the point here is 
that which is suggested by our Gospel passage about the 
centurion. Christ identifies with the suffering and awaits 
us there, ready to confer on us his heavenly blessings if we 
serve him in our suffering neighbour. 
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The centurion, concerned for his ailing servant, turned 
to Christ. That turning to Christ in faith, such as it was, 
was a grace — and Christ praised his “great faith.” The 
grace was occasioned by his compassionate act on behalf 
of the unknown suffering servant who, in the event, was 
healed. Father Damien and Mother Marianne Cope are 
canonized saints — grace upon grace came to them in their 
service of the suffering. In those forgotten sufferers, Christ 
was especially present, awaiting and ready to bless. He 
awaited with his blessings those who chose to serve him in 
them. Joseph Dutton outlived both these saints and served 
the lepers longer than they. Christ blessed him for serving 
him thus. He will bless us if we serve the poor, for in them 
is Jesus Christ, in whom is every heavenly blessing. 

-- 
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Monday of the Ninth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 25 (24): 16, 18 Turn to me 
and have mercy on me, O Lord, for I am alone and poor. 
See my lowliness and suffering and take away all my sins, 
my God. 

Collect O God, whose providence never fails in its 
design, keep from us, we humbly beseech you, all that 
might harm us and grant all that works for our good. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Tobit 1:3; 2:la-8; Psalm 112:lb-6; 

Mark 12:1-12 

Jesus began to speak to the chief priests, the scribes, 
and the elders in parables. “A man planted a vineyard, put 
a hedge around it, dug a wine press, and built a tower. 
Then he leased it to tenant farmers and left on a journey. 
At the proper time he sent a servant to the tenants to obtain 
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from them some of the produce of the vineyard. But they 
seized him, beat him, and sent him away empty-handed. 
Again he sent them another servant. And that one they 
beat over the head and treated shamefully. He sent yet 
another whom they killed. So, too, many others; some they 
beat, others they killed. He had one other to send, a 
beloved son. He sent him to them last of all, thinking, 

‘They will respect my son. ’ But those tenants said to one 
another, ‘This is the heir. Come, let us kill him, and the 
inheritance will be ours. ’ So they seized him and killed 
him, and threw him out of the vineyard. What then will the 
owner of the vineyard do? He will come, put the tenants to 
death, and give the vineyard to others. Have you not read 
this Scripture passage: The stone that the builders rejected 
has become the cornerstone; by the Lord has this been 
done, and it is wonderful in our eyes?” They were seeking 
to arrest him, but they feared the crowd, for they realized 
that he had addressed the parable to them. So they left him 
and went away. (Mark 12:1-12) 
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One’s work One of the most obvious features of 
all human life is the fact of work. Every human being 
across the face of the earth is called, in some sense, to 
work, if only because his failure to work will result in his 
deprivation and decline. He has to work to survive — but 
of course work has a much wider and deeper meaning than 
this. Indeed, man’s call and need to work is reflected 
throughout the visible creation in the action of other things. 
The animal and insect kingdom is ever active in the effort 
to survive and flourish, and this in turn is reflected in the 
domain of non-sentient living things that also struggle and 
act in order to survive. The tree in the valley reaches up 
and up in order to gain access to the sun and the elements. 
This incessant activity in order to flourish is a powerful 
reflection of what man, who is at the apex of visible 
creation and who may be described as its lord, is engaged 
in. Man works, and the rest of visible creation reflects this 
in its activity — though its activity is instinctive and 
unchosen. How one would define “human work ” as such is 
a further matter that could be the subject of endless 
discussion. But I suppose human “work” could be roughly 
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described as the application of man’s energies to the 
fulfilment of a responsibility that is chosen or imposed. 
We have a responsibility to live and to try to flourish, and 
so we must “work.” The obvious law of life and creation 
impelling things to act, and binding man to “work” in 
order at least to survive, clearly manifests the will of the 
Creator. God means us to work and we know this because 
he has made it necessary for life itself — and this is clear 
to all of whatever religion or none. Well now, that God has 
given us work to do is abundantly obvious also from the 
Gospels. Among other things, God is shown in the Gospel 
parables as an employer who has entrusted us with 
important jobs and he will expect from us due results. At 
various points Christ himself speaks of the work we have 
been given to do. 

This great point is clear in today’s Gospel in which 
our Lord speaks of the owner of the vineyard entrusting it 
to tenants to obtain from it its produce. It was a 
responsibility they were required to fulfil. It was their 
work. Of course, the immediate context was our Lord’s 
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conflict with the religious leaders of the people and their 
persevering hostility against him. They were like tenants 
who were resenting and injuring the servants sent by the 
owner to collect the produce. Not only did our Lord have 
them in mind, but also their predecessors in the history of 
God’s people. His servants the prophets were sent, and 
time and again they were repulsed and even put to death. 
And now God had sent his Son, and what would the tenants 
do? “ He had one other to send, a beloved son. He sent him 
to them last of all, thinking, ‘They will respect my son. ’ But 
those tenants said to one another, ‘This is the heir. Come, 
let us kill him, and the inheritance will be ours. ’ So they 
seized him and killed him, and threw him out of the 
vineyard ” (Mark 12:1-12). The point here, though, is that 
each of us must take to heart the warning our Lord directs 
against those who do not fulfil the appointed charge given 
to them by God. All this means that at the very centre of 
our religious and Christian life is our commitment to our 
work. Work is not just a law of life and of success in 
society. That we work well is a divine law, a requirement 
if we are to be pleasing to God. It is essential for growth in 
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Christian sanctity and for our transformation into the 
likeness of Christ. Consider any of the saints and notice 
how industrious they were in their work in life. They saw 
their work as coming to them from God, as a sacred trust. 
They were like the tenants of our Gospel passage today 
who were entrusted with the vineyard. They knew they 
had to care for the vineyard out of love for the Master, and 
care for it well such that the produce would come. 

Every Christian has a work to do in life. There is no 
day of his life when he does not have his work for God to 
do. St Bernadette Soubiroux lived a short life, and as she 
entered what would be her last illness, she said of it that it 
was her last “job” she had to do. She sanctified her illness 
and made of it a great work for God. Every day we ought 
rise with the intention of serving God as perfectly as we 
can in the work which he has given us to do by vocation or 
providence, in all its detail. By sanctifying our work we 
sanctify ourselves, we sanctify others and we contribute to 
the sanctification of the world. 

-- 
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Tuesday of the Ninth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Turn to me and have mercy on me, O 
Lord, for I am alone and poor. See my lowliness and 
suffering and take away all my sins, my God. 

Collect O God, whose providence never fails in its 
design, keep from us, we humbly beseech you, all that 
might harm us and grant all that works for our good. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Tobit 2:9-14; Psalm 112:1-2, 7-8, 9; 

Mark 12:13-17 

Some Pharisees and Herodians were sent to Jesus to 
ensnare him in his speech. They came and said to him, 
‘'Teacher, we know that you are a truthful man and that 
you are not concerned with anyone’s opinion. You do not 
regard a person ’s status but teach the way of God in 
accordance with the truth. Is it lawful to pay the census 
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tax to Caesar or not? Should we pay or should we not 
pay? ” Knowing their hypocrisy he said to them, “Why are 
you testing me? Bring me a denarius to look at. ” They 
brought one to him and he said to them, “Whose image and 
inscription is this?” They replied to him, “Caesar’s.” So 
Jesus said to them, “Repay to Caesar what belongs to 
Caesar and to God what belongs to God. ” They were 
utterly amazed at him. (Mark 12:13-17) 

God and Caesar Christ is and was the master 
teacher in all that pertains to God and to our service of him. 
He was never caught out despite the constant attempts of 
his enemies to ensnare him. Today’s Gospel scene 
illustrates the point. Some Herodians and Pharisees — the 
two parties see him as their joint enemy — “ were sent ” to 
ensnare Jesus. Their intervention was part of a plan 
involving many others, and this time their question had 
political implications which would enable them to place 
Christ in the hands of Roman law. They begin by 
endeavouring to flatter Jesus as one concerned only for the 
truth and as one who never curried favour. This approach. 
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they hope, will encourage him to disregard Roman civil 
authority and by his teaching to prompt citizens to defy it. 
Christ, whom St John tells us in his Gospel could easily 
read the hearts of men, knew their hypocrisy, and 
effortlessly answered them with a teaching which not only 
amazed them but provides us with important light on the 
living of the Christian life in the midst of the world. We 
are to “render to Caesar what belongs to Caesar and at 
the same time we are to render “to God what belongs to 
God ” (Mark 12:13-17). We are to live in God and in 
Christ, but at the same time we do this in the world, and if 
this is to happen, the world’s temporal authorities must be 
respected. As we survey in our minds the flow of human 
history, we can easily see how the things pertaining to God 
and those pertaining to “Caesar” have time and again been 
in tension and confused. Nevertheless, it is clear from 
Christ’s teaching that a properly understood observance of 
God’s commands will involve good citizenship. The 
Christian does not disregard society and civil authority but 
serves God by building it up. We are called to be good 
citizens. 
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Christ doubtlessly paid his taxes. For example, we 
read in the Gospels that Simon Peter was once asked by an 
official if Jesus paid the temple tax, and Simon said that 
yes, he did indeed. There is no record of Jesus being 
anything but respectful to due civil authority. He spoke 
respectfully — but with stunning dignity and without the 
slightest fawning — to Pontius Pilate during his Passion. 
He would have nothing to do with anything revolutionary 
and promptly withdrew from the clamour to make him 
king. That is not to say that he would not condemn 
immorality and injustice perpetrated by civil authorities for 
they, too, were under the dominion of God and would be 
judged. He would have fully supported John the Baptist’s 
condemnation of King Herod’s marital situation. He 
himself referred to Herod as “that fox '’ when told that 
Herod was after him. Indeed, he would not speak to him 
when he was sent to him by Pilate. The point to be taken, 
though, from our Gospel text today is that Christ teaches us 
to be good citizens, and provided the laws of the land do 
not contravene God’s law, to obey them. We can take the 
point further and say that Christ wishes his disciples to do 
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all they can to ensure that Caesar himself renders to God 
the things that are God’s, and to remember constantly that 
he, Caesar, is not God. That is to say, we are called to 
involve ourselves in civil society and conduct our 
involvement according to the light and teaching of Christ. 
For this reason, the Church has a large body of modern 
social teaching, beginning mainly from the great social 
encyclical Rerum Novarum of Pope Leo XIII at the end of 
the nineteenth century. But all too often this corpus of 
social doctrine applying the teaching of Christ to the 
earthly city is ignored by both citizens and those who 
formulate the laws of the earthly city. There are many 
Catholics and Christians who are in political life, and who 
make their decisions without reference to Christ. 

Let us take to heart the fundamental principle offered 
to us by the Lord in our text today. We belong to Christ 
and, as persons who are in union with him by faith and 
baptism, we live our lives as members of society and the 
world. We have a responsibility to the world and this 
responsibility is to be lived out according due respect for 
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its laws and institutions. We must render to Caesar what 
belongs to Caesar, while at the same time reminding 
Caesar that he is not God — which, as history has shown, 
he is very prone to think. 

-- 
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Wednesday of the Ninth Week of Ordinary Time 


Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 25 (24): 16, 18 Turn to me 
and have mercy on me, O Lord, for I am alone and poor. 
See my lowliness and suffering and take away all my sins, 
my God. 

Collect O God, whose providence never fails in its 
design, keep from us, we humbly beseech you, all that 
might harm us and grant all that works for our good. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Tobit 3:1-1 la, 16-17a; Psalm 25:2-9; 

Mark 12:18-27 

Some Sadducees, who say there is no resurrection, 
came to Jesus and put this question to him, saying, 
“Teacher, Moses wrote for us, ‘If someone’s brother dies, 
leaving a wife but no child, his brother must take the wife 
and raise up descendants for his brother. ’ Now there were 
seven brothers. The first married a woman and died, 
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leaving no descendants. So the second brother married her 
and died, leaving no descendants, and the third likewise. 
And the seven left no descendants. Last of all the woman 
also died. At the resurrection when they arise whose wife 
will she be? For all seven had been married to her. ” Jesus 
said to them, “Are you not misled because you do not know 
the Scriptures or the power of God? When they rise from 
the dead, they neither marry nor are given in marriage, but 
they are like the angels in heaven. As for the dead being 
raised, have you not read in the Book of Moses, in the 
passage about the bush, how God told him, I am the God of 
Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob? He is 
not God of the dead but of the living. You are greatly 
misled.” (Mark 12:18-27) 

The Afterlife One could surely say that the most 
sorrowful spectacle everywhere and in all ages is the 
universal fact of death. All things that live love to live, and 
yet this love of life is doomed to frustration because all 
living things will die. The beautiful flower triumphs in its 
blossoming, and soon fades into death. The grand and 
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strong tree which rises and expands to a great height and 
strength, may live on for some hundreds of years. It 
exhales into the air what other creatures need and gives of 
its substance to conserve other things. It eventually dies. 
The animal and insect kingdoms abound with an 
astonishingly variant life, and all of it dies while being 
replaced by its next generation which dies too. Finally, 
man who is the lord and steward of our beautiful world is 
born, lives his life, and then like all other living things also 
must die. What a sad end to something — I refer to life — 
which offers so much promise! Death has exercised the 
mind of man from age to age and in religion after religion. 
It has clearly been one of the defining issues of one system 
of thought after another. Ultimately, though, the practical 
issue is, Will death be the end, or in some way yet another 
beginning ? Man began at his birth. Will he continue on in 
some sense after his death? Various religions have taught 
that man begins again and again reincarnating in this life. 
There are other religions which, while profoundly affected 
by the doom of death, do not point to much by way of a 
future life. Well then, in our Gospel today (Mark 
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12:18-27) our Lord is approached by representatives of a 
tradition in Judaism, the Sadducees — they did not allow 
for a future resurrection. Their very existence as a school 
of opinion in Judaism shows the less than clear message 
about the Afterlife provided by interpreters of the 
Scriptures to that point. 

Our Lord’s reply to them provides one of his many 
references to what will happen to us after our death. Of all 
the ancient figures and teachers, of all the founders of 
religions and masters of human thought, no one has spoken 
with such power and clarity about what happens to man 
after he dies. In a sense God the Son became man because 
man dies, fie came to deal with death because the danger 
facing man was a death far more terrible than he commonly 
realized. While man knows he dies, he did not know how 
utter can be his death if sin is allowed its reign. The danger 
hanging over every man is that of dying forever — not 
passing into a total oblivion but of perishing forever in an 
active sense. People hate the thought of a lingering and 
painful end to life, a “living death” - as we say. That is a 
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glimmer of the lot of souls who are lost in the fires of hell. 
I have known people getting on in life who have thought 
that there is no Afterlife but that at the end of one’s life one 
simply ceases to exist in a personal sense, much like any 
dog or cat. This is a “cop-out” and is a belief — one 
without evidence — that can take away one’s sense of 
moral responsibility. If there is no Afterlife there is of 
course no judgment, and therefore no consequences for 
one’s misdeeds. It will be a case of eat, drink and be merry 
for tomorrow we die. Christ has revealed that following 
our death there is a personal judgment, and the soul to be 
judged lives on forever with the results of that judgment. 
His teaching also gives a divine interpretation of the 
meaning of the Old Testament on this matter. The 
Sadducees, our Lord tells them, did not know the 
Scriptures nor the power of God. God is the God of 
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, and inasmuch as God is not 
God of the dead but of the living then Abraham, Isaac and 
Jacob were alive. The Sadducees were very much 
mistaken, as are all who think there is no resurrection from 
the dead. Life is short, eternity is very long. 
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Any sensible person looks ahead, learning from the 
past to make provision for the future. The past is 
dominated by the figure and the teaching of Jesus Christ, as 
is the present and the future. We must look ahead in the 
light of his revelation. All of us will live on forever. The 
question is, how are we going to ensure that the life we 
shall live hereafter will be life in abundance and not a 
living death? Following death there is our judgment, and 
following that, there is either heaven or hell and each lasts 
forever. The way to life lies in Christ. The way to death 
lies in refusing him. 

-- 
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Thursday of the Ninth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 25 (24): 16, 18 Turn to me 
and have mercy on me, O Lord, for I am alone and poor. 
See my lowliness and suffering and take away all my sins, 
my God. 

Collect O God, whose providence never fails in its 
design, keep from us, we humbly beseech you, all that 
might harm us and grant all that works for our good. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Tobit 6:10-11; 7:lbcde, 9-17; 8:4-9a; 

Psalm 128:1-5; Mark 12:28-34 

One of the scribes came to Jesus and asked him, 
“Which is the first of all the commandments?” Jesus 
replied, “The first is this: Hear, O Israel! The Lord our 
God is Lord alone! You shall love the Lord your God with 
all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and 
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with all your strength. The second is this: You shall love 
your neighbour as yourself. There is no other 
commandment greater than these. ” The scribe said to him, 
“Well said, teacher. You are right in saying, He is One 
and there is no other than he. And to love him with all 
your heart, with all your understanding, with all your 
strength, and to love your neighbour as yourself is worth 
more than all burnt offerings and sacrifices. ” And when 
Jesus saw that he answered with understanding, he said to 
him, “You are not far from the Kingdom of God. ” And no 
one dared to ask him any more questions” (Mark 
12:28-34). 

Loving God If we allow our minds to roam and 
survey the scene of world literature, and to think of its 
poems, its drama, its stories and its novels, one great theme 
stands out before us. It is human love. Popular songs exult 
in love. Popular novels in one form or another recount the 
story of human love. Now, this is natural because man is 
made for love. He is called to have love fill his life. It is 
manifest that the key to happiness is love, and this is even 
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reflected in an unreasoning way in the animal world in 
which animals accompany one another, act as companions, 
and generally live not in isolation but in a social setting. 
The question is, What kind of love will bring true human 
happiness — because a further theme in the history and 
literature of mankind is the tragedy and travesty of much of 
human love. In popular romance, be it in television and 
movies, the love that is often depicted is scarcely love at all 
but mere passing lust. The question that arises is, 
therefore, what guidance does the good God give us about 
the instinctive desire he has implanted in our nature to find 
love and to give it? Well, our Lord is explicit on the point 
and he places love at the very heart of all God’s 
commandments to man. In this sense our Gospel passage 
today is a fundamental text of the New Testament. It 
reveals the plan of God for man and gives the key to the 
understanding of the Scriptures. One of the scribes, a 
person who studied assiduously the Old Testament with all 
its commandments and laws, “ came to Jesus and asked him 
‘Which is the first of all the commandments Without 
any hesitation our Lord gave the answer: “The first is this: 
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Hear, O Israel! The Lord our God is Lord alone! You shall 
love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your 
soul, with all your mind, and with all your strength. The 
second is this: You shall love your neighbour as yourself. 
There is no other commandment greater than these ” (Mark 
12:28-34). 

So every human being is called by God to love with 
all his heart — but the object of this love must in the first 
place be God himself. This is what is generally forgotten 
by mankind. It is to be noted that the scribe, who showed 
appreciation and understanding of what our Lord had said, 
was told by our Lord that he was “not far from the 
kingdom of God.” He had the perception to see the truth of 
what our Lord had just taught, and this very understanding 
put him on the way to the kingdom of God. There are so 
many who do not even see the truth of revelation nor, 
therefore, do they accept it. The first thing we must do if 
we are to order our lives aright is to accept wholeheartedly 
the truth of our Lord’s teaching — precisely because it is 
the teaching of the Son of God made man. Being his 
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teaching, it is therefore most true. Then, having accepted it 
with a full religious assent, we must make it our life’s work 
to put it into practice. There is this to be said too. I suspect 
that one of the distinctive features of the revealed religion 
of Judaism and Christianity is that God is to be the object 
not just of our awe, reverence and service but of our love 
— just as (more fundamentally) we are the object of his 
love. I do not think this is readily found outside revealed 
religion — except in the case of those religions influenced 
deeply by Judaeo-Christian Revelation. We should have 
reverence and awe before him because he is our infinite 
God, but at the same time this infinite God invites us 
actually to come close to him and to love him. It is to be a 
loving reverence as towards a most revered and loving 
Father who loves us tenderly. The one almighty God 
called his chosen people into a friendship with him, into an 
intimacy of reverent and obedient love. Moses was his 
friend. His people were described by certain prophets as 
his spouse, and God as their Husband. Christ is the full 
revelation of this. As St Paul writes (Colossians 2: 9), in 
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him is the fullness of the Godhead bodily and we are called 
to be his chosen and intimate friends. 

Every day let us set out to fulfil our vocation and to 
love the good God as fully as we can that day. As our Lord 
said, if you love me you will keep my commandments. Our 
love is manifested in the recognition of God’s supreme 
authority over our lives and our obedience to his will. It is 
shown in our total assent to the truth he has revealed, and 
in our daily fulfilment of the duties he gives us in our 
vocation or in the circumstances of his providence. Let us 
therefore resolve to love him with all our heart, and, in 
obedience to him, our neighbour as ourselves. 

-- 
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Friday of the Ninth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 25 (24): 16, 18 Turn to me 
and have mercy on me, O Lord, for I am alone and poor. 
See my lowliness and suffering and take away all my sins, 
my God. 

Collect O God, whose providence never fails in its 
design, keep from us, we humbly beseech you, all that 
might harm us and grant all that works for our good. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Tobit 11:5-17; Psalm 146:lb-2, 6c-10; 

Mark 12:35-37 

4.s' Jesus was teaching in the temple area he said, 
“How do the scribes claim that the Christ is the son of 
David? David himself, inspired by the Holy Spirit, said: 
The Lord said to my lord, ‘Sit at my right hand until I place 
your enemies under your feet. ’ David himself calls him 
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‘lord’; so how is he his son?” The great crowd heard this 
with delight. (Mark 12:35-37) 

The Great One At various points in the Gospels 
we see how great was Christ’s veneration for the Scriptures 
— meaning here the Old Testament. As a child of twelve 
he was found by his anxious parents sitting in the Temple 
in the midst of the doctors of the Law asking questions and 
profoundly impressing them with his intelligence and 
replies. Undoubtedly the object of their interchange was 
the meaning of the inspired Scriptures. He often indicated 
to his disciples how he, the Son of Man, fulfilled the 
Scriptures. He showed his disciples before and after his 
death that the Scriptures taught that the Messiah would 
have to suffer in order to enter his glory. In his conflicts 
with the religious leaders of the people he frequently 
refuted them by his serene mastery of the Scriptures. The 
Sadducees came to him with an argument from the 
Scriptures against the doctrine of the resurrection from the 
dead. He refuted them by his effortless reference to an 
unsuspected text of the Scriptures — the very Torah. Jesus 
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was the incomparable teacher of the true meaning of the 
Scriptures. In our Gospel today our Lord again dazzled his 
audience with his reference to an unnoticed Scriptural 
reference to the lordship of the Messiah. All knew that the 
Messiah was to be the son of David. We remember how 
when Herod consulted the religious authorities as to where 
the Messiah was to be born, they answered that he was to 
be born at Bethlehem the town of his ancestor David. In 
our passage today (Mark 12:35-37) our Lord, quoting the 
psalm, points out that the Holy Spirit (through the mouth of 
“David himself’) refers to the Messiah primarily as 
David’s “ford” whom God sets at his right hand until he 
places his enemies under his feet. So the Christ is lord of 
David, in some sense he is on a par with God himself, and 
by the power of God his enemies will be subjected to him 
— and all of this while being son of David. 

The great point of our Lord’s passing use of the psalm 
is to bring out the supreme grandeur of the Person of the 
Messiah. Scripture has unsuspected depths of meaning and 
richness and this is the case most especially in all that 
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relates to the Messiah who is to come. In fact, as the 
Church has often taught, the entire Old Testament should 
be read in the light of the Messiah who has in fact come in 
the Person of Jesus. He it is who beams a great light on the 
Scriptures and gives to it its unity and true meaning. If we 
approach not only the New Testament in this way but also 
the Old, then the various and seemingly disconnected 
elements become a powerful witness to the one thing 
necessary: the salvation that has come from God in the 
Person of the Messiah. That Messiah has come and, as it 
turns out, he is far greater than an ordinary reading of the 
Scriptures would have led one to expect. He is the King of 
kings and the Lord of lords — and is David his father’s 
Lord as well. There is no king nor any lord who is not 
subject to him. As he said after having risen from the dead, 
all authority in heaven and on earth had been given to him, 
and he sits now at the right hand of the Father, working as 
head of his Church to bring all the nations into his 
kingdom. Of his kingdom there will be no end, and at the 
end all will be brought “under his feet.” This Jesus, who in 
our Gospel scene today was “teaching in the temple”, is the 
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Master of mankind. Jesus Christ is Lord and he sits at the 
right hand of the Father, indeed he is in fact God. The 
great work of life is to recognize this and to bring the 
whole of one’s life into accord with it, and to contribute 
towards its recognition by all mankind. Let us read the 
Scriptures with Jesus as our teacher, and with his JJoly 
Spirit to guide us to the discovery of him in them. 

Place yourself, dear friend, in the company of Jesus. 
He lives now and is very near to you. He is your Lord and 
he is the Lord of all things, seen and unseen. He is the one 
and only divine Saviour of mankind. The one thing 
necessary is to become his disciple, his servant and his 
friend in a genuine and true way. He is found in his body 
the Church, of which he is the abiding head. Let us then 
resolve to belong to him and to live in him every day of our 
lives. 
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Saturday of the Ninth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 25 (24): 16, 18 Turn to me 
and have mercy on me, O Lord, for I am alone and poor. 
See my lowliness and suffering and take away all my sins, 
my God. 

Collect O God, whose providence never fails in its 
design, keep from us, we humbly beseech you, all that 
might harm us and grant all that works for our good. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Tobit 12:1, 5-15, 20; Tobit 13:2, 6-8; 

Mark 12:38-44 

In the course of his teaching Jesus said, “Beware of 
the scribes, who like to go around in long robes and accept 
greetings in the marketplaces, seats of honour in 
synagogues, and places of honour at banquets. They 
devour the houses of widows and, as a pretext, recite 
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lengthy prayers. They will receive a very severe 
condemnation. ” He sat down opposite the treasury and 
observed how the crowd put money into the treasury. 
Many rich people put in large sums. A poor widow also 
came and put in two small coins worth a few cents. 
Calling his disciples to himself, he said to them, “Amen, I 
say to you, this poor widow put in more than all the other 
contributors to the treasury. For they have all contributed 
from their surplus wealth, but she, from her poverty, has 
contributed all she had, her whole livelihood. ” (Mark 
12:38-44) 

Giving all As a generalization that allows for 
exceptions we could say that every man and woman wants 
to achieve. We can constantly improve in our own persons 
and in our activity and work, and one of the distinguishing 
features of man in contrast to the animal is that man has a 
desire for and a gift for perfection. The animal is set in his 
instincts and operates to satisfy them. While man has 
limits to his capacities, nevertheless he desires to develop, 
to improve, and gradually to attain the best he is capable 
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of. He uses his mind and his freedom to attain the heights. 
This desire of his nature for the perfection of himself and 
his work is the basis in nature for his efforts to attain by the 
power of grace that perfection of love for God to which he 
is called. Good work, done for the right reasons, is the 
means of doing this. The point of this general observation 
is that it is the most natural thing in the world to want to do 
our best and to give our all. We want to achieve, and we 
feel a commendable sense of fulfilment in doing good 
work. If we do not work, or if we do not work well, or if 
our work seems to be fruitless, then we lack a sense of 
fulfilment. If life passes and we have not worked, then we 
have been reprehensible. But now, what is to be said of the 
very common phenomenon of people seeing little for all 
their efforts, especially when compared with the results of 
the efforts of others? The overwhelming majority of 
persons are what we could call the little people. We look 
at our limited means, our very unimpressive round of daily 
activity and work, our seemingly insignificant daily 
attainments, and ask ourselves, what have I to show for all 
my work? How am I ever to do the good or produce the 
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fruit that will give to my life great value? What we are 
looking at here is the problem of the life of the very 
ordinary person, living a life made up of very small duties, 
and seemingly having no notable impact and certainly little 
recognition from others. How is the ordinary person to 
attain grandeur? 

Ah! The little person can indeed attain great grandeur, 
but by and large it is grandeur in the sight of God alone. 
To a fair extent, the value of what is small can be seen by 
any clear thinking person. The philosopher and economist, 
E. F. Schumaker, published his famous book entitled, 
Small is Beautiful. Man, he said, is small, as is his work, 
and therefore small is beautiful. In our Gospel today our 
Lord makes a point which ought be providing us with 
consolation and inspiration all our lives. He was sitting in 
sight of the treasury in the Temple, and was watching “how 
the crowd put money into the treasury. Many rich people 
put in large sums. A poor widow also came and put in two 
small coins worth a few cents. Calling his disciples to 
himself, he said to them, ‘Amen, I say to you, this poor 
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widow put in more than all the other contributors to the 
treasury. For they have all contributed from their surplus 
wealth, but she, from her poverty, has contributed all she 
had, her whole livelihood (Mark 12:38-44). That poor 
widow gave her all. She had practically nothing. She was 
unnoticed. She might have been regarded as possibly 
useless, and she might have regarded herself as such. 
Perhaps she had no one else left in her life, but only God. 
She gave him her all, small as it was — and in her case 
Small was very beautiful. Our Lord held her up for the 
example of his disciples, and she is an example for all 
mankind. Every person ought place himself in the 
company of our Lord as he points towards the small widow 
who gives to God everything she had, her whole 
livelihood. A little earlier in this very chapter of St Mark’s 
Gospel, our Lord lays it down that the first and greatest 
commandment is that we love God with all our heart, all 
our soul, our mind and our strength. This is what the poor 
widow was doing in giving to God her mite. It is what 
every person is called to do and can do, with God’s grace. 
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We may not have many talents. We may have only 
one. But that talent we must put to assiduous work so that 
the Lord and Master may be served and glorified. All this 
is to say that the heights of perfection both of nature and 
grace can be attained by the loving fulfilment of our 
ordinary duties of state, no matter how seemingly 
insignificant those duties may be. Small is indeed beautiful 
provided the small is made holy in the way the widow 
made her mite holy - by giving it all to God. 

-- 
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Tenth Sunday of Ordinary Time 


Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 27 (26): 1-2 The Lord is my 
light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? The Lord is the 
stronghold of my life; whom should I dread? When those 
who do evil draw near, they stumble and fall. 

Collect O God, from whom all good things come, grant 
that we, who call on you in our need, may at your 
prompting discern what is right, and by your guidance do 
it. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your 

Scripture today : 1 Kings 17:17-24; Psalm 29; 

Galatians 1:11-19; Luke 7:11-17 

Jesus went to a town called Nain, and his disciples 
and a large crowd went along with him. As he approached 
the town gate, a dead person was being carried out — the 
only son of his mother, and she was a widow. And a large 
crowd from the town was with her. When the Lord saw 
her, his heart went out to her and he said, Do not weep. 
Then he went up and touched the coffin, and those carrying 
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it stood still. He said, Young man, I say to you, get up! The 
dead man sat up and began to talk, and Jesus gave him 
back to his mother. They were all filled with awe and 
praised God. A great prophet has appeared among us, 
they said. God has come to help his people. (Luke 7:11- 
17) 


Death The two greatest events in the life of any 
person are his birth and his death. Of the two, the greater 
was his birth. Of his birth he has no recollection. He could 
not prepare for it. He had no say in its happening. He was 
completely at the disposal of God and of events in respect 
to it. It is only gradually that he appreciates that he did 
come to birth. But everything pivots on its having 
occurred. He would be nothing, and would be no reference 
point for anything at all, with no prospects ahead whatever, 
had he not been born. If he reflects at all, he will sense that 
because of his birth, there has been placed in his hands a 
tremendous responsibility which he did not ask for, but 
which is unavoidably his. If he does not take up his life 
and make of it a great work with the time he has, then his 
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life will be tragic. If he does assume responsibility for 
himself and pursue a course of proper rational and moral 
choice, then happiness will be his. The most significant 
thing in the life of every person is that he was born. What 
is the meaning of it, though? That is to say, what is the 
meaning of life? If he does not attain the answer to this, 
how will he know how best to live? In fact, the answer is 
inextricably connected with the second most important 
event in the life of every person, which is that he will die. 
As he was growing up he saw people around him die, and 
that seemed to be the end for them. He heard it said that 
everyone dies, and was told that he too would die, and 
because of this common testimony he came to be 
convinced that this was indeed the case. He was born into 
this life, and he must die and thus pass away from it. The 
realization of this coming event - the greatest he must face 
- leads him to ask, what will happen to me after my death? 
On the face of it, death is a simple black hole. A person 
lives his life, dies and then he is gone. All his friends are 
helpless before this event, as is he. At most, he and they 
may postpone it, but it cannot be avoided. It is the greatest 
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event to be faced, and it is the one that looks most devoid 
of meaning. Whatever one makes of life, death tears it all 
away and leaves little to show. 

Our Gospel today (Luke 7:11-17) places us in the 
scene of the widow of Nain leaving the town with the body 
of her only son. Her son has died, and the light has gone 
from her life. There have been any number of attempts to 
understand the meaning of death. It is a major issue for the 
religions of man and for many philosophical systems. But 
in the last analysis, what certain knowledge can man have 
of what has happened to those who have died, and of what 
will happen to himself after he dies? He hazards a guess 
and stakes the course of his life on it - by not caring or, let 
us say, by being very religious - but what a boon it is to 
know for certain ! What is to be made of death? Ah! In this 
as in all things, Christ is the Light of the world. Jesus 
Christ was born - and how great an event was the birth of 
the eternal Son of God! The principal thing he came 
among us to do was to die. His greatest achievement came 
in his death. By dying, he turned the world around, as it 
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were. It was the greatest work he accomplished, and by 
means of his death he took away the sin of the world and 
reconciled the world to God. Through his death he attained 
his glory, rising with a new life that is forever beyond the 
reach of death - and, wonder of wonders! - he shares this 
risen life with us at our Baptism. By means of our Baptism 
we have shared mysteriously and sacramentally in the 
death of Christ and we share his life now. Our grand task 
is to grow in this divine life. Every time we die to sin and 
self in union with Jesus Christ, this eternal life granted to 
us grows the more. If we die in the grace of Christ, then 
our physical death completes this daily dying with Christ 
and union with him. Thus death is now no longer a great 
black hole but the greatest and most positive thing we can 
“do.” As it was with Christ, so in the case of each of us, 
death is a call from God to unite ourselves to his holy will. 
In union with Christ and with his grace we can make of this 
most ominous event of life the greatest act of loving 
obedience to God. Death is the crowning act of life’s 
human acts. It is the one above all to be prepared for every 
day of our lives. 
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At our Baptism, Christ does for our souls what he did 
for the dead young man of Nain. He raises us up. But in 
Baptism, he raises us up from the death of Original Sin to 
life in him. This new life must be resolutely lived by 
following in the footsteps of Jesus Christ, and his path is 
that of self-denial in doing the will of the Father. A great 
event is coming for every one of us, just as it was coming 
in the life of Jesus Christ. That event is our death, and it is 
an event full of possibilities and fruit, provided we meet it 
with the mind of Christ. It is the greatest moment of 
surrender to the will of the Father that is open to us. So 
much hinges upon it. Let us prepare for it every day by 
leading a life of obedience to God in the little duties before 
us, in union with Jesus Christ. 

Further reading : The Catechism of the Catholic Church, 
no.1010-1014: (Christian meaning of death) 

-- 
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Monday of the Tenth Week of Ordinary Time C-l 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 27 (26): 1-2 The Lord is my 
light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? The Lord is the 
stronghold of my life; whom should I dread? When those 
who do evil draw near, they stumble and fall. 

Collect O God, from whom all good things come, grant 
that we, who call on you in our need, may at your 
prompting discern what is right, and by your guidance do 
it. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 2 Corinthians 1:1-7; Psalm 33; 

Matthew 5:1-12 

When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up on a 
mountainside and sat down. His disciples came to him, 
and he began to teach them, saying: Blessed are the poor 
in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are 
those who mourn, for they will be comforted. Blessed are 
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the meek, for they will inherit the earth. Blessed are those 
who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be 
filled. Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown 
mercy. Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 
Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called sons of 
God. Blessed are those who are persecuted because of 
righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed 
are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely 
say all kinds of evil against you because of me. Rejoice 
and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven, for in 
the same way they persecuted the prophets who were 
before you. (Matthew 5:1-12) 

The blessed ones The “Books of Moses,” as our 
Lord refers to them on one occasion, the Torah — which in 
Catholic circles is usually referred to as the Pentateuch — 
is the foundation of the Old Testament. Considerable 
sections of it are collections of civil and religious laws of 
the nation, sanctified by the command of God. These laws 
span the books of Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers and 
Deuteronomy. With good reason the Torah is referred to as 
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“the Law.” I am not sure to what extent religious Jewish 
circles would regard these legislative details as still 
applicable to their liturgical, religious and daily life. For 
his part, the Christian knows all this to have been inspired, 
but at the same time meant for a particular stage of 
salvation history. It has been fulfilled and superseded by 
the Law of Christ — as understood, developed and taught 
by his Church, with the assistance of the Floly Spirit, since 
the time of her divine Founder. The Church’s children also 
know that these great portions of the Pentateuch bear 
spiritual study, especially of the essential patterns manifest 
in them. One basic pattern of the Law of Moses is that if 
the Covenant with God is observed, his people will be 
blessed. A typical example of this is the following passage 
from the Book of Deuteronomy: “ Love the Lord your God, 
therefore, and always heed his charge: his statutes, decrees 
and commandment .” And then, some seven verses later, 
“Keep all the commandments, then, which I enjoin on you 
today, that you may be strong enough to enter in and take 
possession of the land into which you are crossing, and 
that you may have a long life on the land which the Lord 
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swore to your fathers he would give to them and their 
descendants, a land flowing with milk and honey ” 
(Deuteronomy 11: 1.8-9). The pattern is that a blessing 
follows obedience. Numerous examples of this pattern in 
the Old Testament could be provided. Of course it is a 
pattern also in natural religion in general: the gods were 
supplicated, appeased, obeyed and kept satisfied because 
their devotees wished to be blessed by them. In Revealed 
Religion, the one true God promises great blessings to 
those who keep faithful to his Covenant. 

Throughout the Old Testament, these blessings are 
usually of a temporal order: if you obey the living God you 
will enter the promised land, you will be spared the sack of 
the City, or your crops will resume. This is not always so: 
at times, the blessings will come after this life. We read in 
the Second Book of Maccabees of the martyrdom of the 
mother and her seven sons. The second son, just before his 
torments began, declared to the king that “Ton, O most 
wicked man, destroy us out of this present life, but the King 
of the world will raise us up, who die for his laws, in the 


- 1366 - 



resurrection of eternal life ” (7:9). Again, the one who 
fears the Lord and obeys his commands will be blessed, but 
in this case, hereafter. All of this brings us to our Gospel 
passage today (Matthew 5:1-12), in which our Lord speaks 
of those who are, and will be, blessed. But in this case, it is 
primarily those who are deprived of this world’s goods 
who are blessed — provided, of course, they are looking to 
God and union with him as the Blessing of life. Our Lord 
is on the mountainside, recalling Moses on the Mountain 
where he received the Law of God and the promise of 
blessings for those faithful to his Law. Our Lord tells his 
disciples that “ Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is 
the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are those who mourn, for 
they will be comforted. Blessed are the meek, for they will 
inherit the earth. Blessed are those who hunger and thirst 
for righteousness, for they will be filled.” Indeed, our Lord 
continues with emphasis, “ Blessed are those who are 
persecuted because of righteousness, for theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven.” The essential point is that the one 
who is blessed is the one who has God above all else, even 
without anything else, and even with suffering. But then 
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we see something unique when set within the context of 
Moses and the prophets. One is especially blessed if one 
suffers on account of Jesus Christ: “ Blessed are you when 
people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of 
evil against you because of me. Rejoice and be glad, 
because great is your reward in heaven 

This last Blessing among the blessings set forth by 
Jesus Christ at the beginning of his “Law” given on the 
Mountainside, shows the Person of Jesus Christ to be the 
divine Blessing par excellence. The one who suffers for 
Christ and his Gospel is especially blessed, and is like the 
prophets who were persecuted before him. St Paul writes 
that in Christ is to be found every heavenly blessing. The 
Beatitudes, which constitutes our Gospel passage today, is 
within the sweep of the prophetic tradition, but fulfils and 
surpasses it. Let us seek, then, the Blessing that is Christ. 
If we gain him, we gain the pearl of great price, the 
Blessing of all blessings, without which all is ultimately 
empty. How tragic to leave this life without it! 

-- 
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Tuesday of the Tenth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 27 (26): 1-2 The Lord is my 
light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? The Lord is the 
stronghold of my life; whom should I dread? When those 
who do evil draw near, they stumble and fall. 

Collect O God, from whom all good things come, grant 
that we, who call on you in our need, may at your 
prompting discern what is right, and by your guidance do 
it. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 2 Corinth; 1:18-22; Ps 119:129-133, 135; 

Matthew 5:13-16 

Jesus said to his disciples: “You are the salt of the 
earth. But if salt loses its taste , with what can it be 
seasoned? It is no longer good for anything but to be 
thrown out and trampled underfoot. You are the light of 
the world. A city set on a mountain cannot be hidden. Nor 
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do they light a lamp and then put it under a bushel basket; 
it is set on a lamp stand, where it gives light to all in the 
house. Just so, your light must shine before others, that 
they may see your good deeds and glorify your heavenly 
Father. ” (Matthew 5:13-16) 

Being a light Let us notice a detail about this well 
known passage from the Sermon on the Mount, as reported 
in St Matthew’s Gospel. Our Lord tells his disciples that 
they are salt and light. Salt in the ancient world preserved 
food — especially meat — from corruption and of course 
it seasoned the food to add to its taste. Light, on which so 
much depended, had to be sought without any of the 
modern provision of electricity and other forms of energy. 
Christ’s disciples are that salt and that light (Matthew 
5:13-16). But observe that the salt of the disciples is salt of 
“the earth”, and the light of the disciples is the light of “the 
world”. That is to say, Christ is not just speaking of their 
mission to others of the household of the Church. He is 
also speaking of their mission to the world, for they are the 
salt of “the earth”, and the light of “the world”. All of 
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Christ’s faithful have a mission to the world, to the world 
of their everyday life, to the world in which they find 
themselves by vocation or divine providence, to the world 
of their family and work and society at large. They 
exercise this mission to the world by letting their light 
shine before others and in that way glorifying their Father 
in heaven. That “light” is the light of Christ’s gospel as 
explained by the Church which speaks in his name. Our 
Lord points out that if his disciples do not do this then they 
are useless as salt, and will be thrown out. It is, then, an 
immensely serious responsibility to endeavour every day to 
exercise an effective influence on Christ’s behalf in one’s 
secular environment. Indeed, the Church in her teaching 
points out that this is the characteristic vocation of the lay 
faithful. They are to bring Christ and his teaching to the 
world and thus make disciples of all the nations. If they 
simply conform to the world rather than influencing it, 
Christ says they will be “thrown out.” 

There are two obvious dangers for Christ’s faithful. 
The first is, obviously, that of failing to believe with 
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genuine conviction all that Christ has taught as it is 
enunciated by the Church. Many count themselves as 
members of the Catholic Church while picking and 
choosing among its teachings. They accept one and not the 
other. They fail to give Christ their total assent to his word 
as the Church proclaims it, and where this is the case, 
through their own fault they simply lack the light that is 
available to them as members of Christ's Church. The 
upshot of this is that, culpably, they are unable to be the 
salt of the earth and light of the world which Christ 
commands his disciples to be. They are unable to let their 
light shine before men and give glory to their Father in 
heaven because they do not have the light. The second 
danger is that, while possessing the light and knowing what 
is the will of God for man, they conform to the world in 
terms of what they stand for in society. A common 
subterfuge in this respect is that which is employed in the 
abortion debate: I personally believe that abortion is 
wrong, but I will respect the right of others to make their 
own choice — and in the meantime a culture is allowed to 
grow of accepting that countless numbers of the unborn are 
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put to death. The same sort of thing was present in the 
debate over embryonic stem cells, human cloning and other 
attacks on the sanctity of life. The Catholic in society and 
in politics is called by God to bear unflinching witness to 
the truth as it is revealed by Christ and set forth by the 
Church which speaks in his name. This bearing witness to 
the light of Christ is the greatest possible service to the 
world. It gives to the world its “salt” preserving it from 
corruption and making it pleasing in the sight of God. It 
gives to the world that light without which the world is in 
the darkness of an unknowing death. 

For the ordinary member of Christ’s faithful whose 
sphere of life and influence is limited, the issues are the 
same. He is called to bear witness to Christ’s light and 
teaching where his vocation and the providence of God 
places him in the world. He is the means whereby Christ 
and the Church are made present in the world. Through 
him Christ is there, as is his body the Church. For the sake 
of the world and for the sake of the earth, let every lay 
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Christian in the world be light and salt, bearing daily and 
unflinching witness to Christ and his teaching. 

-- 
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Wednesday of the Tenth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 27 (26): 1-2 The Lord is my 
light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? The Lord is the 
stronghold of my life; whom should I dread? When those 
who do evil draw near, they stumble and fall. 

Collect O God, from whom all good things come, grant 
that we, who call on you in our need, may at your 
prompting discern what is right, and by your guidance do 
it. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 2 Corinthians 3:4-11; Psalm 99:5-9; 

Matthew 5:17-19 

Jesus said to his disciples: “Do not think that I have 
come to abolish the law or the prophets. I have come not 
to abolish but to fulfil. Amen, I say to you, until heaven 
and earth pass away, not the smallest letter or the smallest 
part of a letter will pass from the law, until all things have 
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taken place. Therefore, whoever breaks one of the least of 
these commandments and teaches others to do so will be 
called least in the Kingdom of heaven. But whoever obeys 
and teaches these commandments will be called greatest in 
the Kingdom of heaven. ” (Matthew 5:17-19) 

Ordinary duties In the first sentence of today’s 
Gospel passage, our Lord tells his disciples not to think 
that he has come to abolish the law or the prophets. 
Presumably he told them this because many of them were 
beginning to think that he had come to do this — perhaps 
they thought this because of accusations of the religious 
leaders of the people. Christ’s doctrine appeared to be very 
new, and in many respects was very different from what 
the scribes, the Pharisees and other religious leaders were 
teaching. Moreover, our Lord unhesitatingly asserted his 
authority to teach in his own right because he was sent by 
the Father. But our Lord makes it clear here that his 
newness consisted not in abolishing but in the inauguration 
of a radical and total fulfilment of the law and the prophets. 
In him the Kingdom of God had come, and with that 
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Kingdom would come the fulfilment of all that the 
Scriptures asked and called for from man. But let us notice 
in our Lord’s words his emphasis on the fulfilment of the 
smallest detail of the commandments of God. “Amen, I say 
to you, until heaven and earth pass away, not the smallest 
letter or the smallest part of a letter will pass from the law, 
until all things have taken place. Therefore, whoever 
breaks one of the least of these commandments and teaches 
others to do so will be called least in the Kingdom of 
heaven ” (Matthew 5:17-19). This point is made in the 
Plain and Parochial Sermons of John Henry Newman, 
written in the second quarter of the nineteenth century 
while he was an Anglican clergyman. This corpus of 
sermons is one of the great sets of spiritual writing in 
English. Newman’s principal preoccupation is Christian 
holiness, and he makes it clear that in his view an essential 
note of Christian holiness is consistency. The Christian is 
called to be consistently obedient to the least aspect of the 
will of God in the little, ordinary duties of life. 
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It is the most natural thing in the world to yearn to do 
something notable in life. That is a good ambition if by 
notable is meant significant, but the nature of significance 
needs to be thought through carefully. The fact is that the 
vast majority of people do not have the gifts nor are they 
circumstanced in a way that allows them to do things that 
will command wide attention. Nor will they have a 
manifestly great effect on the course of events. In this 
sense most of us are ordinary people living out ordinary 
lives. Significance and value in our life and in our work is 
to be sought, not in notoriety, not in being notable, but in a 
different direction. Our Lord’s words today, in which he 
tells us who will be counted as great in the Kingdom of 
heaven, point out this way. It consists in endeavouring to 
do well and with consistency the smallest duties which 
God has given us — the least of his commandments. The 
ordinary person lives a life of small duties. From age to age 
true heroism and greatness will lie in that direction for the 
great majority of people, and the great example for all of us 
is the holy family of Nazareth. For those few who attain 
positions of eminence and notoriety, true greatness will 
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also consist in fulfilling the commandments of God with 
consistency and not just on notable occasions. In fact, if 
there is not consistency in observing the commandments of 
God in little things, when notable occasions arrive in all 
probability the commandments of God inherent in those 
special occasions will go unfulfilled. An obvious instance 
occurs when a Christian or Catholic politician is faced with 
legislation that violates the commands of God as 
enunciated in the Church’s teaching. If he is not faithful 
and obedient to God in little duties, he will not be faithful 
and obedient in the great. This is a constant problem — 
there are Catholic and Christian politicians who vote for 
legislation that is not consistent with their Christian and 
Catholic faith. When the great occasion arises, they fail. 

One of the greatest of Christian politicians, Sir 
Thomas More the Chancellor of England to King Henry 
VIII, was faithful to God’s commands in the big things — 
King Henry’s “great matter” — because he was faithful in 
the little duties of his everyday life. Life is short and 
eternity long. Let us not be always pining after the greener 
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pastures, but rather let us make the very most of where we 
are. Let us make of our ordinary little duties the seedbed 
of true grandeur in the sight of God. The secret will be to 
fulfil the least of God’s commandments and by our 
example and witness to teach others to do the same. 

-- 
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Thursday of the Tenth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 27 (26): 1-2 The Lord is my 
light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? The Lord is the 
stronghold of my life; whom should I dread? When those 
who do evil draw near, they stumble and fall. 

Collect O God, from whom all good things come, grant 
that we, who call on you in our need, may at your 
prompting discern what is right, and by your guidance do 
it. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 2 Cor 3:15—4:1, 3-6; Psalm 85:9ab -14; 

Matthew 5:20-26 

Jesus said to his disciples: “I tell you, unless your 
righteousness surpasses that of the scribes and Pharisees, 
you will not enter into the Kingdom of heaven. “You have 
heard that it was said to your ancestors, You shall not kill; 
and whoever kills will be liable to judgment. But I say to 
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you, whoever is angry with his brother will be liable to 
judgment, and whoever says to his brother, Raqa, will be 
answerable to the Sanhedrin, and whoever says, ‘You fool, ’ 
will be liable to fiery Gehenna. Therefore, if you bring 
your gift to the altar, and there recall that your brother has 
anything against you, leave your gift there at the altar, go 
first and be reconciled with your brother, and then come 
and offer your gift. Settle with your opponent quickly while 
on the way to court with him. Otherwise your opponent 
will hand you over to the judge, and the judge will hand 
you over to the guard, and you will be thrown into prison. 
Amen, I say to you, you will not be released until you have 
paid the last penny. ” (Matthew 5:20-26) 

Religion of the heart Undoubtedly the people 
looked to the scribes and the Pharisees as being more or 
less the models of religious living in the life of the nation, 
and it is clear that our Lord aroused their enmity because it 
was obvious that he judged that they were not. The point 
of our Lord’s reference to them in our passage today was to 
emphasize that what he expected of those aspiring to enter 
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the Kingdom of heaven was far greater than what they saw 
in their religious leaders. Not only is our Lord here 
referring to the degree of holiness all are called to — that 
it was to be greater than that which they saw in those who 
purported to teach them — but he is also referring to the 
kind of holiness. It is above all to be a holiness of the 
heart. The commandment of God given to their ancestors, 
our Lord tells them, was that they were not to kill and 
whoever did kill would suffer judgment. But, our Lord 
tells them, God will look severely on one whose heart is 
filled with anger against his brother, even if he does not 
openly injure him. God observes all, even the secret 
thoughts of our hearts, and the battle for holiness is to be 
waged on a terrain largely out of the sight of the world. 
We may not be physically injuring them, but our heart may 
be filled with dislike and even hatred of them. Therefore, 
“whoever is angry with his brother will be liable to 
judgment, and whoever says to his brother, Raqa, will be 
answerable to the Sanhedrin, and whoever says, ‘You fool, ’ 
will be liable to fiery Gehenna ” (Matthew 5:20-26). The 
true disciple of Christ must therefore be continually 
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guarding the thoughts of his heart. As St Paul tells us in 
one of his Letters, Let this mind be in you that was in 
Christ Jesus. We are to put on the mind of Christ by the 
power of his grace and our own constant interior efforts. 
The Christian life is above all an interior life. 

When we speak of an “interior life” in the Christian 
sense we are speaking of a life immersed in the Person of 
Christ. At the same time, it is to be noticed how much our 
Lord stresses that it concerns others. This life immersed in 
Christ is a life for our brother, just as his life was for us. In 
the instances of “righteousness” which our Lord gives and 
which he says must surpass that of the scribes and 
Pharisees, our Lord speaks of our attitudes to and dealings 
with our fellow man. We are to think kindly of others, we 
are to speak kindly to others and of them, and we are to 
deal kindly with others. We are not to allow grudges and 
complaints to persist and to grow. Rather we are to “be 
reconciled” with our brother before we come before God in 
worship. How little do we observe these demanding 
injunctions! How rapidly would a person advance in 
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Christian holiness were he to act on these words of Christ! 
Let us take the plunge and seek the holiness Christ offers 
us and requires of us. Very importantly, let us bear in mind 
who it is who is speaking to us in this way. In our Gospel 
passage today our Lord draws attention to the authority he 
himself has in setting forth the requirements of entry into 
the Kingdom of heaven. “Lou have heard that it was said 
to your ancestors, You shall not kill; and whoever kills will 
be liable to judgment .” However, he continues, “7 say to 
you, whoever is angry with his brother will be liable to 
judgment ”. That is to say, While that was said to them, 7 
say this to you. He stresses that his word supersedes what 
has been said before. It is the Son of God himself who 
speaks to us of what God is asking. Let us then place 
ourselves in the presence of Jesus thinking of who it is who 
teaches us. Let us hear his word with profound religious 
submission. He calls us to a holiness of the heart, a 
holiness flowing from the heart to our words and actions 
and to every aspect of our daily life. 
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The great legacy of the Second Vatican Council and 
of the magisterium of Pope St Paul VI, the pope of that 
Council, was the call to evangelize anew the world of our 
day. We must start with ourselves, and we start with what 
goes on in our hearts. We must fight to ensure that God is 
king of our own hearts and of everything that happens 
within. We must put on the mind of Christ and in this way 
shall we be equipped to invite others to enter the Kingdom, 
which is a kingdom above all of the heart. Revealed 
Religion, which subsists in the Catholic Church, is a 
religion of the heart. 

-- 
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Friday of the Tenth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 27 (26): 1-2 The Lord is my 
light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? The Lord is the 
stronghold of my life; whom should I dread? When those 
who do evil draw near, they stumble and fall. 

Collect O God, from whom all good things come, grant 
that we, who call on you in our need, may at your 
prompting discern what is right, and by your guidance do 
it. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 2 Corinthians 4: 7-15; Psalm 116:10-11, 
15-18; Matthew 5:27-32 

You have heard that it was said, ‘Do not commit 
adultery. ’ But I tell you that anyone who looks at a woman 
lustfully has already committed adultery with her in his 
heart. If your right eye causes you to sin, gouge it out and 
throw it away. It is better for you to lose one part of your 
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body than for your whole body to be thrown into hell. And 
if your right hand causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it 
away. It is better for you to lose one part of your body 
than for your whole body to go into hell. It has been said, 
‘Anyone who divorces his wife must give her a certificate 
of divorce. ’ But I tell you that anyone who divorces his 
wife, except for marital unfaithfulness, causes her to 
become an adulteress, and anyone who marries the 
divorced woman commits adultery. (Matthew 5:27-32) 

Christ’s new Law If you found an ancient book, 
securely protected and miraculously intact, washed up on 
the beach and began to read it, you would expect that the 
bearing of many things written in it would be difficult to 
grasp. Even many words used in the book would carry 
meanings quite different from the same words in the 
modern day. So too with the Holy Scriptures — being an 
ancient text, a simplistic approach to its reading is 
altogether inappropriate. For instance, when the Gospels 
refer to “the brothers and sisters ” of Jesus Christ, and 
when the Christian Tradition and Church teaching has 
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always been firm that Mary his mother was ever a virgin, 
it is obvious that the expression “brothers and sisters ” 
would not refer to Christ’s immediate siblings. It would 
not refer to blood brothers and sisters who are further 
children of Mary. You would look into it further and 
discover that in ancient terminology (and very often ever 
since), “brothers and sisters” also meant cousins and other 
relatives. We shall return to this general point in a 
moment, but let us turn to our Gospel today. In it, our Lord 
pronounces on the Seventh Commandment given to Moses 
on Sinai (Exodus 20:14) — the divinely-revealed 
prohibition against “adultery”. As with any divine 
commandment, the question is, what does this mean in 
detail? Moses applied it in a way that allowed for, in 
certain circumstances, divorce and remarriage 
(Deuteronomy 24:1-4). Still, some of the sacred texts 
show that this fell far short of God’s will and plan for 
marriage. Genesis 1:28 and Genesis 2:24 suggest unity and 
indissolubility, and Malachi 2:16 states that God hates 
divorce. So our Lord takes up the matter and declares his 
new Law. He begins with the heart of man and his 
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smallest actions. Looking and thinking lustfully is a 
violation of God’s Law, even if the exterior act of adultery 
(or anything approaching it) is not committed. So a 
constant guard over the mind, the imagination and the 
heart must be exercised, as well as over any actions (“if 
your right hand causes you to sin”). In this, the gift and 
grace of the Holy Spirit is the foremost aid for the 
Christian. 

Then our Lord turns to marriage itself. Our passage, 
from the Sermon on the Mount, is from St Matthew (5:27- 
32), and there is one distinctive feature in his text to which 
we shall return. In Luke, Christ states that to divorce one’s 
“wife” (that is, one to whom one is truly married) and then 
to marry another, constitutes an act of adultery (16:18). In 
Mark it is the same. In Mark our Lord is emphatic with the 
Pharisees, and cites the Genesis passages as indicative of 
the divine plan. He then repeats the point clearly with his 
disciples (Mark 10: 2-11). Remarriage after a true 
marriage is impossible. The text in Matthew that is parallel 
to this passage in St Mark is Matthew 19: 3-11. There are 
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some differences between the two in the points made. But 
a notable feature in both passages of Matthew’s Gospel — 
Matthew 19: 3-11, and our passage today from the Sermon 
on the Mount (Matthew 5:27-32) — is Christ’s exception: 
“except for unchastity (porneia )”. What is this “ porneia ”? 
It cannot mean that if a person is truly married that he may 
marry again, for the immediate context shows that the 
disciples saw that our Lord allowed for no exceptions 
(Matthew 19:9-10). Indeed, they considered that, in view 
of this blanket prohibition, “it is not expedient to marry”! 
Over the centuries, Catholic exegesis has put forward three 
possible meanings of this “exception” (porneia ). One view 
sees “porneia” as allowing for divorce, with divorce being 
understood simply as a legal separation, but not as 
allowing for a subsequent remarriage. The second 
interpretation of this exception sees it as applying to 
invalid marriages where the spouses are too closely related. 
The existing union is unlawful (it is porneia ). So the 
“exception,” the “porneia,” amounts to grounds for an 
annulment. The third possibility simply sets aside all Old 
Testament concessions on divorce and revokes the Mosaic 
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permission. The point here is that different views of the 
meaning of this “exception” are possible (and I would 
favour the first two), provided Christ’s prohibition of 
remarriage after a true and valid marriage is maintained. 
Christ restores the original purity of marriage in Genesis 
and Malachi as indissoluble — and he elevates it to being a 
Sacrament, participating in and manifesting the union 
between Christ and his Church. 

What we have here is yet another instance of the 
grandeur of Christian holiness which is offered by Christ to 
man. Jesus Christ has come to abide with us, sharing with 
us his divine life and transforming all elements of human 
life into a share in the holiness of God. At the foundation 
of the life of mankind is marriage, and this too has been 
profoundly affected by the coming of the Redeemer. Not 
only has Christ taught the restoration of marriage to what 
God intended for it, but he has injected it, as it were, with 
the life-giving flow of divine grace. The marriage of the 
Christian is a Sacrament. All is now new, if we but allow 
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Christ to do his work in us. Let us strive to put on the mind 
of Christ, for therein is holiness and eternal life. 

-- 
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Saturday of the Tenth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 27 (26): 1-2 The Lord is my 
light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? The Lord is the 
stronghold of my life; whom should I dread? When those 
who do evil draw near, they stumble and fall. 

Collect O God, from whom all good things come, grant 
that we, who call on you in our need, may at your 
prompting discern what is right, and by your guidance do 
it. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today 2 Corinthians 5:14-21; Psalm 102; 

Matthew 5:33-37 

Jesus said to his disciples: Again, you have heard that 
it was said to the people long ago, ‘Do not break your 
oath, but keep the oaths you have made to the Lord. ’ But I 
tell you, Do not swear at all: either by heaven, for it is 
God’s throne; or by the earth, for it is his footstool; or by 
Jerusalem, for it is the city of the Great King. And do not 
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swear by your head, for you cannot make even one hair 
white or black. Simply let your ‘Yes ’ be ‘Yes ’, and your 
‘No ‘No anything beyond this comes from the evil one. 
(Matthew 5: 33-37) 

The truth As is well known, our Lord did not want 
to get rid of the institution of the scribes and Pharisees — 
he was not a “revolutionary” in this sense (which is 
sometimes claimed). He condemned many of them — 
especially for their hypocrisy. Even so, he did not, by any 
means, condemn all of them for this. Nicodemus, a 
Pharisee, was one of his disciples and one especially 
faithful after his crucifixion. The point I am introducing 
here, though, is our Lord’s detestation of anything which 
was not of the truth. He described himself as the Truth: I 
am the way, the truth and the life, he told his disciples. 
Our Lord hated guile. We remember his words about 
Nathanael at their first meeting: “ Behold, an Israelite 
indeed, in whom there is no guile!” (John 1:47). It is in 
this context that we ought ponder our Lord’s statement at 
the end of our Gospel passage today. “ Simply let your 
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‘Yes ’ be ‘Yes and your ‘No ‘No anything beyond this 
comes from the evil one” (Matthew 5:37). Our Lord’s 
direct link of falsity with “the evil one” takes our minds 
back to the words of “the evil one”, and the “evil one” 
himself, in the Old Testament. The Book of Job, possibly 
pre-dating the Book of Genesis, introduces “ Satan ” ( ha- 
Satan ) among those who are subservient to God (“the sons 
of God”). In response to God’s praise of Job, Satan 
implies that this praise is false, and that Job’s fear of God 
and blameless life is a lie. It is just a form of self-interest 
(1:8-11). With the divine permission, Satan sets out to 
prove this, which is to say to show that God is not being 
honoured by Job at all. It is clear that ha-Satan hates the 
truth about God and human goodness. The Book of Job 
does not give us a developed picture of Satan — indeed, 
the Old Testament does not have much to say about Satan 
when compared with the New Testament. But we certainly 
have more in the Book of Genesis, which, as I observed, 
may be a later book than Job. Here, the duplicity and guile 
of “the evil one” is even more manifest. 
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Though the word ha-Satan is not used in Genesis as it 
is in Job, it is plain that it is Satan who is the protagonist of 
the coming deception. As he was with Job, so too in 
Genesis he is intent on diverting the man and the woman 
from the path of truth, which is to say from honouring God 
by their obedience. This time, he intervenes as the Serpent, 
or Shining One (Hebrew: Nachash, from the root 
Nachash, to shine). The Hebrew could even indicate a 
shining spirit-being, to whom Eve gives deference because 
he presents himself as one having great knowledge. He 
was “ more subtle than any other wild creature ” (Genesis 
2:1). Let us notice what the Serpent, the Shining One, said. 
“He said to the woman, ‘Did God say, you shall not eat of 
any tree of the garden He is suggesting a false 
understanding of God’s word. Indeed, he is insinuating that 
God is being false in his word. He is inviting Eve 
deliberately to accept this falsity, and, by implication, that 
God’s word is unreasonable and bad. Eve, perhaps at that 
very instant entertaining the falsity that God’s word to her 
and her husband is not altogether good, corrects the 
Serpent by saying that it is of the tree in the middle of the 
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garden that they must not eat. If they eat of it, God has 
said, they will die. The Serpent acts immediately, perhaps 
detecting that his first attempt had made some ground. 
“You will not die! For God knows that when you eat of it 
your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, 
knowing good and evil.” So God is false. He is jealous of 
his position, and, indeed, vulnerable. The Serpent poses as 
a knowing (“subtle”) friend, taking the side of Eve against 
God, and he completely succeeds. Eve embraces the 
falsity and assumes the position of one who is independent 
of God, and therefore “like God,” as the Serpent had 
promised. Thus did mankind begin on its path of ruinous 
falsehood. Just as Satan had intervened, so would the Son 
of God intervene. Thus “ grace and truth came through 
Jesus Christ ” (John 1:17). 

Let us take to heart our Lord’s words on all guile, 
falsity, hypocrisy, lack of truth in any sense. Our Lord 
places anything that is not the truth at the feet, finally, of 
“the evil one.” “ Let your ‘Yes ’ be ‘Yes ’ and your ‘No ’ be 
‘No anything beyond this comes from the evil one”. Our 
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Lord tells us more about “the evil one”: “He was a 
murderer from the beginning, and has nothing to do with 
the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he lies, 
he speaks according to his own nature, for he is a liar and 
the father of lies'’'’ (John 8:44). Let us, then, take our stand 
with him who is the Truth, and for love of him let us live in 
the Truth and ever renounce falsity in all its forms. 

-- 
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Eleventh Sunday of Ordinary Time 


Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 27 (26): 7, 9 O Lord, hear my 
voice, for I have called to you; be my help. Do not 
abandon or forsake me, O God, my Saviour! 

Collect O God, strength of those who hope in you, 
graciously hear our pleas, and, since without you mortal 
frailty can do nothing, grant us always the help of your 
grace, that in following your commands we may please you 
by our resolve and our deeds. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 2 Samuel 12:7-10, 13; Psalm 32:1-2, 
5,7,11; Galatians 2:16, 19-21; Luke7:36-8:3 

A Pharisee invited Jesus to dine with him, and he 
entered the Pharisee’s house and reclined at table. Now 
there was a sinful woman in the city who learned that he 
was at table in the house of the Pharisee. Bringing an 
alabaster flask of ointment, she stood behind him at his feet 
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weeping and began to bathe his feet with her tears. Then 
she wiped them with her hair, kissed them, and anointed 
them with the ointment. When the Pharisee who had 
invited him saw this he said to himself, “If this man were a 
prophet, he would know who and what sort of woman this 
is who is touching him, that she is a sinner. ” Jesus said to 
him in reply, “Simon, I have something to say to you. ” 
“Tell me, teacher, ” he said. “Two people were in debt to 
a certain creditor; one owed five hundred days ’ wages and 
the other owed fifty. Since they were unable to repay the 
debt, he forgave it for both. Which of them will love him 
more?” Simon said in reply, “The one, I suppose, whose 
larger debt was forgiven. ” He said to him, “You have 
judged rightly. ” Then he turned to the woman and said to 
Simon, “Do you see this woman? When I entered your 
house, you did not give me water for my feet, but she has 
bathed them with her tears and wiped them with her hair. 
You did not give me a kiss, but she has not ceased kissing 
my feet since the time I entered. You did not anoint my 
head with oil, but she anointed my feet with ointment. So I 
tell you, her many sins have been forgiven because she has 
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shown great love. But the one to whom little is forgiven, 
loves little. ” He said to her, “Your sins are forgiven. ” The 
others at table said to themselves, “Who is this who even 
forgives sins?” But he said to the woman, “Your faith has 
saved you; go in peace. ” Afterward he journeyed from one 
town and village to another, preaching and proclaiming 
the good news of the kingdom of God. Accompanying him 
were the Twelve and some women who had been cured of 
evil spirits and infirmities, Mary, called Magdalene, from 
whom seven demons had gone out, Joanna, the wife of 
Herod’s steward Chuza, Susanna, and many others who 
provided for them out of their resources. (Luke 7:36-8:3) 

Grace The Christian is so familiar with the 
doctrine of the forgiveness of sins coming from the Person 
of Christ that there is a very real danger of failing to 
appreciate the wonder of it. The instructed Catholic knows 
that in the plan of God the ordinary way in which Christ 
forgives our sins regularly is by our personal contrition and 
by our approaching the Sacrament of Penance in a spirit of 
genuine sorrow for sin. If, as we should, we approach this 
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Sacrament very regularly the danger may lie in the grace of 
the forgiveness of sins being taken for granted and so 
ignored. For this reason our Gospel scene today is very 
important. In the scene Christ forgives the sins of the 
“sinful woman” to her great consolation and to the 
astonishment of the others at table with him. They said to 
themselves, “Who is this who even forgives sins?” (Luke 
7:36-8:3). For those who witnessed our Lord doing this, it 
was a spectacle of great wonder. There had been nothing 
like it in all Israel’s history. No figure in their past took on 
himself so effortlessly the authority to forgive sins. 
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob had not presumed to claim this 
authority, nor had Moses and the prophets, nor had John 
the Baptist who had instituted a ceremony of baptism to 
express a (hoped-for) forgiveness of sins by God. Our 
Lord said to the Pharisees that the woman had been guilty 
of many sins and they knew this. Her life was profoundly 
burdened with her many sins and her sorrow at the feet of 
Jesus bore testimony to that burden, just as it also bore 
testimony to the love she felt for Jesus who was such a 
manifest presence of God. At a word he cleansed her of 
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her sins. The grace of reconciliation with God flooded her 
soul, whereas the Pharisees, who were so critical of her and 
indeed of our Lord himself, remained in their sins. Her 
loving repentance opened her to the grace of God. She 
became part of the kingdom of God’s grace which our Lord 
went from one town and village to another to preach. 

Pope John Paul II once said that the Catholic religion 
is a religion of God’s grace. It is based on the grace of 
God and it continually offers the grace of God. It is this 
grace which was received by the sinful woman at a word 
from Christ, and it is the offer of this grace which our Lord 
was proclaiming in preaching the good news of the 
Kingdom of God. In him the Kingdom of God had come, 
and the benefit of this to man is the free gift of God’s 
grace, which makes him right before God. It justifies him. 
We are reminded of this in today’s Gospel. God has done 
wonderful things for us and continues to do them for us. 
He sustains our world and gives to us the numerous 
blessings we enjoy. It all comes from him. But the most 
wonderful work of his love is the gift of his grace in 
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justifying us and making us right with him. We are born 
into the world unreconciled with God due to the effects of 
the sin of our first parents, and burdened with tendencies 
that take us to sin and to death. Because of the death and 
resurrection of Christ, the justifying grace of God is 
immediately and constantly available to us. In the first 
instance it comes to us in the gift of the Holy Spirit at our 
baptism. Then during life it is renewed and strengthened in 
the other sacraments, especially in the Sacraments of the 
Eucharist and Penance. This grace of God is the merciful 
and freely given act of God which takes away our sins and 
makes us just and holy in our whole being. It is a new 
birth which at baptism transforms us into the image of 
Christ and gives us the gifts to become increasingly 
transformed into his likeness. While our baptism does not 
take away the tendency to sin, it does give us the 
supernatural gifts to resist this tendency and gradually to 
put on the mind of Christ and so replace sin with holiness. 
It implants in our souls a share in the divine life of God the 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit, making us holy and like God. 
Grace comes from God, it is his gift, and it remains 
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habitually with us unless we renounce it by serious sin. It 
is the beginning and the basis of further specific graces 
enabling our free cooperation with God in living for him 
and in doing his work here on earth. 

Two things characterised the sinful woman who wept 
at the feet of Jesus. Firstly, she was conscious of her sins 
and she was truly sorry for them. But together with this 
she was also confident in Christ’s love. She knew she 
could approach him in confidence, and she sensed that he 
would give her the forgiveness of God. By the grace of 
God that has justified us we are children of God. All our 
lives we should be growing in a sorrow for our sins which 
we ought acknowledge in acts of contrition and in the 
Sacrament of Penance. But together with this we ought be 
growing in a full and loving confidence in the mercy of 
God who will forgive our sins and continue to abide within 
us. Dwelling in us by grace, and sustaining our efforts to 
cooperate with him, he gradually sanctifies us by 
transforming us into the image of Jesus Christ. 
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Further reading : Catechism of the Catholic Church, 
no. 1987-1995 (Justification). 

-- 
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Monday of the Eleventh Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 27 (26): 7, 9 O Lord, hear my 
voice, for I have called to you; be my help. Do not 
abandon or forsake me, O God, my Saviour! 

Collect O God, strength of those who hope in you, 
graciously hear our pleas, and, since without you mortal 
frailty can do nothing, grant us always the help of your 
grace, that in following your commands we may please you 
by our resolve and our deeds. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 2 Corinthians 6:1-10; Psalm 98:1-4; 

Matthew 5:38-42 

Jesus said to his disciples: “You have heard that it 
was said, An eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth. But I 
say to you, offer no resistance to one who is evil. When 
someone strikes you on your right cheek, turn the other one 
to him as well. If anyone wants to go to law with you over 
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your tunic, hand him your cloak as well. Should anyone 
press you into service for one mile, go with him for two 
miles. Give to the one who asks of you, and do not turn 
your back on one who wants to borrow. ” (Matthew 
5:38-42) 

Christ our Model For much of the modem era 
the key to peace in the world has been seen to lie in a 
balance of powers. That is to say, it has been thought by 
great political strategists that the best hope of maintaining 
world order lies in arming oneself to such an extent that the 
other person would fear the consequences of attacking you. 
Any aggression should then be followed up by a punishing 
counter-attack. It means that peace is basically forged by 
force and mutual fear, accompanied by efforts to build a 
climate of trust and mutual esteem. I remember seeing two 
large dogs facing one another at very close quarters. The 
bigger dog hesitated because it sensed that the other dog 
was smaller, but still powerful. The smaller dog knew that 
the other was larger, and so it too hesitated. Neither made 
the first move because of fear and the perceived possession 
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of force in the other. A balance of powers kept the two 
dogs back from aggression because of a fear of the 
consequences. Not long back an Australian was falsely 
accused of murder in an African country. Had he been 
convicted he would have suffered the same fate as the 
supposed victim — in this case it would have been a 
hanging, because the one who died (as it turned out, by 
suicide) was found hanging. The judicial system of the 
country threatened lawbreakers with an eye for an eye and 
a tooth for a tooth. There is no doubt that in a fallen world 
there is a certain strategic wisdom in this. After all, even 
the doctrine of eternal punishment has the effect of holding 
very many people back from secret or open wrongdoing. 
Fear of a great and hostile force bringing retribution after 
death keeps many persons in check. All this helps us to 
understand the Old Testament injunction which our Lord 
quotes in our Gospel today, that there is to be an eye for an 
eye and a tooth for a tooth. Punishment was proportionate 
to the crime, and the thought of this judgment and 
punishment was deemed to keep crime in check — and it 
probably did. 
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In terms of mutual relations, our Lord transcends this 
principle of action. He says to his disciples, ‘Tow have 
heard that it was said, An eye for an eye and a tooth for a 
tooth. But I say to you, offer no resistance to one who is 
evil. When someone strikes you on your right cheek, turn 
the other one to him as well. If anyone wants to go to law 
with you over your tunic, hand him your cloak as well. 
Should anyone press you into service for one mile, go with 
him for two miles. Give to the one who asks of you, and do 
not turn your back on one who wants to borrow 
(Matthew 5:38-42) How are we to interpret this, for it 
would seem that to take such injunctions to their logical 
conclusions would involve the collapse of order in society. 
Consider the state of lawlessness in Gaza and the West 
Bank (as it was in, say, 2007 and in the years immediately 
following) and in parts of Lebanon, and in many other 
parts of the world. Plainly, the wicked man must be 
resisted. In so very many cases, it is only the threat of 
imminent and enforceable sanctions which restrains certain 
persons. Our passage today serves to remind us that in 
interpreting our Lord’s teaching as given in the Gospels we 
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must bear in mind a few considerations. Firstly, his 
teaching is best seen by the light of his own example. Fie is 
the embodiment of all that he taught, and the Christian is to 
imitate him in all things. The key to understanding, say, 
the beatitudes, is to interpret them in the light of Christ’s 
own Person and life. Christ’s teaching throws light on his 
own Person and practice, and his life and practice throw 
light on his teaching. Furthermore, we must consider his 
teaching in one part of the Gospels in light of his teaching 
in other parts. For instance, Christ says that whatever we 
ask for we shall receive. Flowever, we remember that 
when James and John approached him to ask for first 
places in his glory, he said they did not know what they 
were asking, and that this request was not for him to grant. 
Most importantly, our Lord’s teaching must be considered 
in the light of the Church’s Tradition because that is the 
truest key to the interpretation of the Scriptures. We read 
the Scriptures with the mind of the living Church, guided 
as it is by the Spirit of truth 
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Let us for the moment simply say this. In our 
response to evil and injury let us take Christ as our model. 
Let us contemplate the Person of Jesus Christ, penetrate his 
mind and heart with the aid of God’s grace, and resolve to 
strive to be like him in all things. Let this mind be in you 
that was in Christ Jesus, St Paul wrote. We notice that our 
Lord questioned the justice of the blow he was given to his 
face at his response to the high priest (John 18: 22-23). 
While Christ wishes us to defend ourselves and others from 
unjust aggression and harm, he wants us to build up a 
civilization not of force and fear but of love. Let us strive 
to overcome evil with good, and hate with love. Christ is 
the way, the truth and the life for every man. 

-- 
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Tuesday of the Eleventh Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 27 (26): 7, 9 O Lord, hear my 
voice, for I have called to you; be my help. Do not 
abandon or forsake me, O God, my Saviour! 

Collect O God, strength of those who hope in you, 
graciously hear our pleas, and, since without you mortal 
frailty can do nothing, grant us always the help of your 
grace, that in following your commands we may please you 
by our resolve and our deeds. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 2 Corinthians 8:1-9; Psalm 146:2, 5-9a; 

Matthew 5:43-48 

Jesus said to his disciples: “You have heard that it 
was said, You shall love your neighbour and hate your 
enemy. But I say to you, love your enemies and pray for 
those who persecute you, that you may be children of your 
heavenly Father, for he makes his sun rise on the bad and 
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the good, and causes rain to fall on the just and the unjust. 
For if you love those who love you, what recompense will 
you have? Do not the tax collectors do the same? And if 
you greet your brothers only, what is unusual about that? 
Do not the pagans do the same ? So be perfect, just as your 
heavenly Father is perfect. ” (Matthew 5:43-48) 

Perfection I suppose we could say that it is not 
hard to see the sense in the Old Testament injunction which 
our Lord refers to in our Gospel passage today, when he 
says “yon have heard that it was said, You shall love your 
neighbour and hate your enemy .” That is to say, if you 
must hate anyone, do not hate your neighbour. Rather, 
love him - and let it be only your enemy whom you “hate” 
(i.e., the one who hates you). Moreover, if the 
manifestation of so-called “hatred” is vigorous resistance 
to those who oppress and seek to harm you, then “hate” the 
one who is doing that to you for, of course you must 
defend your rights. He and he alone is your “enemy”. 
Now, even this Old Testament directive of limited 
grandeur is scarcely observed in so much of human society. 
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Even one’s “neighbour” is hated in so many cases. So 
often brothers and sisters do not talk to one another, and 
spouses break up in anger and life-long resentment. Whole 
communities in the Middle East and in other parts of the 
world are at this point rent with warring divisions. Brother 
is hating brother, and neighbour his neighbour. So the Old 
Testament directive that one must love one’s neighbour, 
and hate only one’s enemy was of manifest good sense and 
not to be taken for granted. But now, Christ sets forth his 
stunning teaching which is the test of true discipleship. He 
says that we are to love not only our brothers but even our 
enemies. In respect to those who persecute us, we are not 
to “hate” them, but even to pray for them (Matthew 
5:43-48). Let us remember that our Lord is here speaking 
of a religion of the heart, and his command reaches to the 
heart. It will not be enough to treat our enemy civilly. No, 
we must love and pray for him, and God who sees all will 
see what is going on in our hearts. I wonder how many 
bear grudges all their lives, grudges that begin in their 
youth and which are never given up. These grudges 
accompany them through life and go with them into death 
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and beyond. I wonder how many persons never forgive 
and never learn to love those who have harmed them. 

Our Lord has a severe warning: it is that it will be 
dealt to us in the measure that we have dealt to others. Our 
Lord finishes one parable in the Gospels (Matthew 18.35), 
by saying that “ that is how my heavenly Father will deal 
with you unless you each forgive your brother from your 
heart.” So we must make the life-long and vigilant effort to 
forgive and to love those who have hurt us. Our memories 
have to be sanctified and made a fit home for the Holy 
Spirit, and it is his grace that will enable us to do this. The 
point is that not only is this a matter of coming reward or 
punishment, it is what it means to be a disciple of Christ. 
Christ’s heart was full of love. He forgave his enemies and 
he loved them and prayed for them. On the Cross he 
prayed for those who had put him there and who continued 
to revile him. This prayer for their pardon expressed what 
constantly filled his heart, and it is the sentiment which we 
should strive to ensure fills our hearts also. St Paul says in 
one of his Letters that we are to let this mind be in you that 
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was in Christ Jesus. Christ’s “mind” is humility, it is love, 
it is pardon and forgiveness, it is meekness, together with 
an almighty strength. In all of this he reflects and reveals 
the love of the Father. In our Gospel passage today, our 
Lord makes the point that it is only if we are prepared to 
love our enemies and pray for those who persecute us that 
we will be true children of our Father in heaven. God our 
father loves his “enemies” continually “ ’for he makes his 
sun rise on the bad and the good, and causes rain to fall on 
the just and the unjust .” God is pure love, and if only 
human society could strive to be like the loving Father of 
all mankind, as he reveals himself in his son Jesus Christ! 
Let us who accept Jesus Christ as our Lord and as the Lord 
of all, take love as our rule of life — the love of Christ, the 
love which he manifested and which he reveals as of the 
Father. This love is to be our rule of life. 

Our Lord tells us that if we wish to be his disciples we 
must “be perfect” as our heavenly Father is perfect. It will 
mean loving our enemies and praying for those who 
persecute or harm us. We are to strive for the perfection of 
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love, that divine love which has been poured into our 
hearts at our baptism by the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit 
abides with us to bring this about. This is the project of 
life, and in this project, Christ is our Master and our Model. 

-- 
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Wednesday of the Eleventh Week of Ordinary Time 


Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 27 (26): 7, 9 O Lord, hear my 
voice, for I have called to you; be my help. Do not 
abandon or forsake me, O God, my Saviour! 

Collect O God, strength of those who hope in you, 
graciously hear our pleas, and, since without you mortal 
frailty can do nothing, grant us always the help of your 
grace, that in following your commands we may please you 
by our resolve and our deeds. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 2 Corinthians 9:6-11; Psalm 112:lbc-4, 9; 

Matthew 6:1-6, 16-18 

Jesus said to his disciples: “Take care not to perform 
righteous deeds in order that people may see them; 
otherwise, you will have no recompense from your 
heavenly Father. When you give alms, do not blow a 
trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues 
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and in the streets to win the praise of others. Amen, I say 
to you, they have received their reward. But when you give 
alms, do not let your left hand know what your right is 
doing, so that your almsgiving may be secret. And your 
Father who sees in secret will repay you. “When you pray, 
do not be like the hypocrites, who love to stand and pray in 
the synagogues and on street corners so that others may 
see them. Amen, I say to you, they have received their 
reward. But when you pray, go to your inner room, close 
the door, and pray to your Father in secret. And your 
Father who sees in secret will repay you. “When you fast, 
do not look gloomy like the hypocrites. They neglect their 
appearance, so that they may appear to others to be 
fasting. Amen, I say to you, they have received their 
reward. But when you fast, anoint your head and wash 
your face, so that you may not appear to others to be 
fasting, except to your Father who is hidden. And your 
Father who sees what is hidden will repay you. ” (Matthew 
6:1-6, 16-18) 
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The presence of God One of the very notable 
features of our world is the coming together of widely 
disparate societies and cultures. The world has become a 
village, a global village in which all see one another 
regularly and therefore must get on with one another. The 
differences between societies and cultures and religions are 
noticed more clearly and discussed more frequently. One 
aspect of this discussion is the dominance of the West. 
How is it that the West has over the past six hundred years 
or so attained to such a forceful pre-eminence over the 
societies of the world? Of course, much of this has to do 
with the galloping attainments of Western science and 
technology (and geographical exploration) — but this 
observation just pushes the question back further to the 
reason for the Western mastery of science and technology. 
This is an intricate issue, but surely one reason is that 
Western culture has over a long period of time learnt — 
perhaps due somewhat to the Christian religion — to take 
the world very seriously. The world is not just the 
plaything of unseen higher powers but has been given its 
own very solid laws which are to be discovered and 
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stewarded. But now, one corollary of all this — and this is 
my point — is that the West now tends to live only in this 
very solid observable world and to forget the unseen 
Reality on which it depends. From out of the material and 
technical attainments of the West has come the temptation 
to secularism and atheism. The supernatural tends to be 
ignored and then denied. We live in view of this world 
only and in view simply of those around us. Naturalism is 
our intellectual assumption. This, of course is man’s 
temptation from age to age, but it has over the last 
millennium become a special temptation for the Western 
civilization. Because of the spread of Western culture, it 
has become the temptation of the modern world. So it is 
that our Lord’s injunction to us in today’s Gospel that we 
must live out our religious life before the gaze, not of men 
but of our heavenly Father, is extremely apposite to 
modern man. 

Our Lord’s words call us to live genuinely in the 
presence of the Unseen, which is to say in the presence of 
our heavenly Father, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
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For us moderns, the world is extremely real and the 
supernatural tends to be extremely remote. Hence we must 
make special efforts to live our religion with a lively sense 
of the constant presence of God, that God who has revealed 
himself in and through the Person of Jesus Christ. I 
remember many years ago in my youth hearing a priest 
insist repeatedly on the dangers of human respect. I tend to 
think it is a principal danger of modern religion, and one 
therefore that attracts the warnings of our Lord in today’s 
Gospel. We must be on guard lest we do things in order to 
attract the approval of men and so lose sight of the one 
thing that matters, that we gain the approval of God. For, 
as the Gospel makes clear elsewhere (Matthew 16.26), 
what does it profit a man if he gains the whole world and 
suffers the ruin of his life and soul? As our Lord tells us in 
today’s Gospel, “Take care not to perform righteous deeds 
in order that people may see them; otherwise, you will 
have no recompense from your heavenly Father. When you 
give alms, do not blow a trumpet before you, as the 
hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets to win 
the praise of others. Amen, I say to you, they have received 
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their reward. But when you give alms, do not let your left 
hand know what your right is doing, so that your 
almsgiving may be secret. And your Father who sees in 
secret will repay you ” (Matthew 6:1-6, 16-18). Our Lord 
is assuming that we shall give alms, that we shall do 
penance, and that we shall pray. But he is requiring of us 
that we do all that we do in our religious life for the gaze 
and approval of our heavenly Father, and not for the gaze 
and approval of men. What is at stake is the presence in 
our life of true religion rather than a mere counterfeit. 

Let us resolve to cultivate a profound sense of the 
presence of God. Fie is indeed present to us in our 
innermost being because he is our Creator and Lord — 
and if we are in the state of grace he abides within us in the 
fullness of his triune life. But our temptation will be to live 
as if the only reality is the world in which we live and the 
persons around us. We will tend to forget the God who is 
far more real and present to us than anyone or anything we 
see before us. Let us then not forget God, but rather 
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constantly remember that it is in his sight that we live and 
move and have our being. 
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Thursday of the Eleventh Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 27 (26): 7, 9 O Lord, hear my 
voice, for I have called to you; be my help. Do not 
abandon or forsake me, O God, my Saviour! 

Collect O God, strength of those who hope in you, 
graciously hear our pleas, and, since without you mortal 
frailty can do nothing, grant us always the help of your 
grace, that in following your commands we may please you 
by our resolve and our deeds. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 2 Corinthians 1:1-11; Psalm 111:lb-4, 7-8; 

Matthew 6:7-15 

Jesus said to his disciples: “In praying, do not babble 
like the pagans, who think that they will be heard because 
of their many words. Do not be like them. Your Father 
knows what you need before you ask him. “This is how 
you are to pray: ‘Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed 
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be thy name, thy Kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth 
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. ’ “If you forgive others their transgressions, your 
heavenly Father will forgive you. But if you do not forgive 
others, neither will your Father forgive your 
transgressions. ” (Matthew 6:7-15) 

Prayer If prayer is of the essence of religion and 
therefore of life, how precious is any teaching about prayer 
coming from the Son of God himself! Such is the teaching 
of our Gospel passage today. The Lord’s Prayer has 
occasioned unending commentary from generation to 
generation in the life of the Church. In the Church’s great 
catechisms it constitutes the framework and basis of the 
Church’s doctrine on prayer. The Catechism of the 
Catholic Church, as well as its companion, The 
Compendium, are the latest instances of this. But now, let 
us notice our Lord’s introductory comment on the prayer 
he teaches his disciples. It surely provides the initial 
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emphasis he wishes to give. Our Lord tells his disciples 
that “In praying, do not babble like the pagans, who think 
that they will be heard because of their many words. Do 
not be like them. Your Father knows what you need before 
you ask him.’ ’ Our Lord describes the long prayers of many 
of the pagans as “babble”. We might perhaps think of that 
famous scene in the Old Testament when the prophet 
Elijah confronts the four hundred prophets of Baal and 
invites them to prepare their sacrifice in the presence of the 
people. Then they were to call on their god to consume the 
sacrifice. So they prayed and prayed and struck themselves, 
calling on their god to do something, but nothing 
happened. Elijah taunted them saying that their god was 
asleep or had gone away. Elijah then in a few words called 
on Yahweh to accept his sacrifice and thus to vindicate his 
name. At this, the fire of Yahweh fell and consumed the 
sacrifice. Elijah’s prayer was spectacularly simple and full 
of overflowing faith. He knew that God was aware of what 
he wanted, and he knew that God would answer the prayer. 
Our Lord teaches us that our prayer to God our heavenly 
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Father is to be full of simple faith in his power and love, 
knowing that he is fully aware of all that we need. 

Let us then learn to place ourselves in the presence of 
our heavenly Father as disciples of Jesus Christ his 
only-begotten Son. We are children of the Father because 
we are in Jesus by our Baptism. So we pray to the Father 
in union with Jesus, praying as he would have us pray in all 
simplicity and trust in our heavenly Father. But consider a 
second emphasis our Lord gives to the Prayer he taught. 
The first emphasis came at the beginning, this second 
emphasis is contained in his final comment on what he has 
just taught them. His Prayer includes the important request 
to “forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil.'” We pray for pardon for our sins, and 
for aid against future sin. Having ended, our Lord 
immediately comments, “If you forgive others their 
transgressions, your heavenly Father will forgive you. But 
if you do not forgive others, neither will your Father 
forgive your transgressions ” (Matthew 6:7-15). This 
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constitutes an awful warning because, among the requests 
that our Lord teaches us to present to our heavenly Father 
— that his name be hallowed, that his Kingdom come and 
that his will be done — this appeal for forgiveness is surely 
the most pressing for the one who knows he is a sinner and 
who knows the evil and affront of sin. It was because of 
our sins that the Son of God became man. The Kingdom 
we pray for is a Kingdom of grace and liberation from sin. 
Our Lord died on the cross in order to give glory to his 
Father by expiating for our sins, and at his Resurrection he 
empowered his apostles to forgive sins. So while this 
petition about our sins is the last in the Prayer, it could be 
regarded as also the climax, rather than merely the 
conclusion. So important is this petition that our Lord 
immediately emphasises it and attaches to it a solemn 
warning. We must forgive others if our own request for 
forgiveness is to have any hope of being heard. 

Today let us resolve to pray with simplicity in the 
presence of our heavenly Father, knowing that he is fully 
aware of what we need before we even begin to ask him. 
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Let us pray as his trusting children who have faith in his 
power, his love and his knowledge. Let us also constantly 
ask him to pardon our sins and to preserve us from sin in 
the future, resolving to be like him in pardoning all those 
who have trespassed against us. In a word, let us pray as 
Jesus our Lord commands us to. 

-- 
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Friday of the Eleventh Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 27 (26): 7, 9 O Lord, hear my 
voice, for I have called to you; be my help. Do not 
abandon or forsake me, O God, my Saviour! 

Collect O God, strength of those who hope in you, 
graciously hear our pleas, and, since without you mortal 
frailty can do nothing, grant us always the help of your 
grace, that in following your commands we may please you 
by our resolve and our deeds. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 2 Corinthians 11:18, 21-30; Psalm 34:2-7; 

Matthew 6:19-23 

Jesus said to his disciples: “Do not store up for 
yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and decay 
destroy, and thieves break in and steal. But store up 
treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor decay 
destroys, nor thieves break in and steal. For where your 
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treasure is, there also will your heart be. “The lamp of the 
body is the eye. If your eye is sound, your whole body will 
be filled with light; but if your eye is bad, your whole body 
will be in darkness. And if the light in you is darkness, how 
great will the darkness be. ” (Matthew 6:19-23) 

Our treasure I once saw a series on television, a 
series produced in England, of an English couple who 
spent a few years searching for a home and a small 
business in Spain. They were looking for somewhere other 
than England to live, and for a business which they could 
work at and which would provide them with an enjoyable 
interest and a livelihood. The cameraman followed their 
various vicissitudes and so very much of what they did 
seemed somewhat futile. They did not seem to be getting 
anywhere for a long time. What was the thought that came 
to me? I could not help thinking that it was a pity that this 
couple was spending so much time of their life seeking 
what looked like a mirage. I wondered if their lives were 
being filled up seeking what was of little value. Be that as 
it may — and of course I was in no position to judge about 
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that particular couple — our Lord’s words in today’s 
Gospel speak especially to our secular culture of this day. 
Our temptation is to seek the things of this world and to 
have little thought for the next. What do I mean by “little 
thought for the next”? I do not mean that we ought be 
putting little time into our duties and interests in this life. I 
mean that we ought be doing all that we are required to do 
but with the aim of pleasing our Father in heaven. “ Jesus 
said to his disciples: ‘Do not store up for yourselves 
treasures on earth, where moth and decay destroy, and 
thieves break in and steal. But store up treasures in 
heaven, where neither moth nor decay destroys, nor thieves 
break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there also 
will your heart be ”’ (Matthew 6:19-23). As our Lord 
points out so concretely, if all we are seeking in this life are 
the things of this life, then what we gain can so easily be 
destroyed, as it were, by moth and decay, or taken and 
destroyed by thieves. The wonderful gift of time will have 
been spent on things which will not last. The couple I 
mentioned spent a lot of time on things which did not even 
last in this life — let alone lasting into the next. 
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In fact, the vast majority of persons in the ongoing 
stream of history live lives filled with seeming trivialities. 
Indeed, there is no way that things can be different for the 
ordinary man and woman. The question is, how can a life 
filled up with seeming trivialities become a life of great 
value? The difference will come by serving God our 
heavenly Father precisely in what seem to be trivialities. 
The ordinary man and woman is called to seek and serve 
God in his family life, or in his little business, or in his 
daily work, or in the raising of his or her children, or 
whatever it is. Those humdrum trivialities make up the 
daily duties and responsibilities of life. In our little ways 
we contribute to the development and maintenance of the 
world, and to the building up of the great family of God 
forever in heaven. But we must do them for God. Thus do 
we collaborate with God the Creator in his work of 
sustaining the world he has made, and of preparing for our 
heavenly homeland. As one saint once wrote, our lives 
might appear like that of the donkey of the village. All day 
and every day, it goes round and round just pulling. But 
what is the donkey actually pulling? He is drawing water 
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for the entire village. Its work appears to be humdrum and 
trivial: it is just pulling the same weight all day every day, 
but on that work depends the entire village. So too with 
the work of the ordinary man and woman. The key will be 
to seek to love and serve God in the little duties of 
everyday life, and to ensure that life is filled up precisely 
with the duties or ambitions that will please him. In this 
way the ordinary man will not be seeking a delusory 
mirage, but will be seeking the greatest thing possible, to 
give pleasure to our loving Father in heaven. Let us 
constantly remember what was said by the Father on the 
mount when Christ was transfigured. “This is my beloved 
Son in whom I am well pleased.” Christ always pleased his 
heavenly Father. The purpose of our life is so to live that 
God our Father will be honoured, glorified, and pleased. 

As our Lord said, where our treasure is, there will our 
heart be. Our treasure ought lie in the heart of God our 
Father in heaven. We can seek and serve him in the 
ordinary joys, ambitions and duties of everyday life by 
doing our work well and for him. Let us then fill up our 
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lives with love for God and Christ, and in this way 
transform our seemingly trivial lives into lives of true 
grandeur. 

-- 
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Saturday of the Eleventh Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 27 (26): 7, 9 O Lord, hear my 
voice, for I have called to you; be my help. Do not 
abandon or forsake me, O God, my Saviour! 

Collect O God, strength of those who hope in you, 
graciously hear our pleas, and, since without you mortal 
frailty can do nothing, grant us always the help of your 
grace, that in following your commands we may please you 
by our resolve and our deeds. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 2 Corinthians 12:1-10; Psalm 34:8-13; 

Matthew 6:24-34 

Jesus said to his disciples: “No one can serve two 
masters. He will either hate one and love the other, or be 
devoted to one and despise the other. You cannot serve 
God and mammon. “Therefore I tell you, do not worry 
about your life, what you will eat or drink, or about your 
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body, what you will wear. Is not life more than food and 
the body more than clothing? Look at the birds in the sky; 
they do not sow or reap, they gather nothing into barns, yet 
your heavenly Father feeds them. Are not you more 
important than they? Can any of you by worrying add a 
single moment to your life-span? Why are you anxious 
about clothes? Learn from the way the wild flowers grow. 
They do not work or spin. But I tell you that not even 
Solomon in all his splendour was clothed like one of them. 
If God so clothes the grass of the field, which grows today 
and is thrown into the oven tomorrow, will he not much 
more provide for you, O you of little faith? So do not worry 
and say, ‘What are we to eat? ’ or ‘What are we to drink? ’ 
or ‘What are we to wear?’ All these things the pagans seek. 
Your heavenly Father knows that you need them all. But 
seek first the Kingdom of God and his righteousness, and 
all these things will be given you besides. Do not worry 
about tomorrow; tomorrow will take care of itself. 
Sufficient for a day is its own evil. ” (Matthew 6:24-34) 
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Seek the Kingdom As we look out on the world we 
see an immensely vast hive of activity and industry. All of 
life is working to survive and flourish. The plants and the 
trees are striving to live and to grow. The insects are 
seeking their food and reproducing as are the various 
species of living things of land and sea and sky. So too 
does man. Like the animals and the birds and the fish and 
the insects, he too is active in his attempt to live and 
flourish and multiply. But unlike the animals he has his 
dreams and his hopes, and unlike the animals he can know 
from whence he comes and to where he is going. He can 
know his Creator and he has received a great revelation 
from him telling him of the divine plan. In our Gospel 
today (Matthew 6:24-34), our Lord makes two 
observations about man which highlight these distinctive 
features about him. Firstly, man can “worry.” Animals do 
not plan for the future nor do they “worry” about it. They 
do not have the mind to do this, for they operate from 
instinct alone. As our Lord says, “ Look at the birds in the 
sky; they do not sow or reap, they gather nothing into 
barns, yet your heavenly Father feeds them.” The animal 
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instinctively takes what comes and lives on that, whereas 
man plans for his future and sets his goals, and “worries” if 
these goals are threatened. Now, of course he must have 
his goals and he is called to plan and build up his future. In 
the very first pages of the Bible we read of God giving to 
man, whom he has created, the task of filling the earth and 
mastering it. This requires planning and the setting of 
goals, and with that planning and those goals comes his 
“worry” about them. But what does our Lord say about 
this? He tells us that we are to observe the birds in the sky 
and the wild flowers growing in the fields. They are 
looked after by the Lord and Creator of all. They do not 
“worry”, and, he says significantly, nor should we. We are 
looked after by our heavenly Father just as much as they 
are. We are not to worry as if we do not have our heavenly 
Father constantly caring for us. 

The second point our Lord makes about man is that 
he is prone to forget the God who is constantly sustaining 
him and all he is striving to gain. We are unlike the birds 
and the lilies in the field in that we are prone to “worry.” 
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On the other hand, we are prone to be like them in their 
lack of awareness of the Giver of all the blessings we 
enjoy. We worry about what we are to eat, what we are to 
drink and what we are to wear, and we forget the God from 
whom all these things ultimately come and whose will is 
really the one thing necessary for us to do in life. While 
God — if he so chooses — can give us all things, he 
cannot make us obey him. This is because he has chosen 
to give us the dignity of possessing free will, which is to 
say he has chosen to make us in his image and likeness. 
While we cannot for all our worrying ward off the death 
that sometime must come, we can do or refuse to do God’s 
will. That is to say, the one thing that absolutely depends 
on our own free decision is to seek the Kingdom of God 
and his righteousness, and it is precisely this which man 
deliberately refuses to do or else forgets to do. If we really 
must “worry”, we ought worry about the doing of God’s 
will in everything. We are reminded of that delightful 
domestic scene in the Gospel in which our Lord is 
portrayed in the home of Mary and Martha. Mary is at the 
feet of Jesus, listening to him speaking. Undoubtedly he is 
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speaking of “the Kingdom of God and his righteousness 
Martha, frustrated with the inactivity of her sister who is 
doing nothing but giving her whole attention to the words 
of our Lord, comes to Jesus and demands that he tell her to 
get up and give her a hand with the serving. Our Lord — 
undoubtedly with a warm smile — replies to Martha (who 
is a saint of the Church’s liturgical year) that she should 
not “ worry and fret over many things ” because “few are 
needed, indeed only one. ” 

The one thing man must do is to seek first the 
Kingdom of God and his righteousness. Then, our Lord 
adds in our Gospel today, all these other things we need 
will be granted to us — of course, in the measure that God 
our Father judges is necessary and beneficial to us. Our 
lives are filled up with countless little duties and 
responsibilities, duties towards ourselves and duties 
towards others. In all that we do we must not forget the 
God from whom all comes. The first thing we must seek 
in all that we are called to do in everyday life is the 
Kingdom of God and his righteousness. If this is our 
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constant and first priority in everything, all will be well. 
We are surely reminded of St Thomas More, soon to be on 
the scaffold, writing in his “Letter to Margaret Roper” 
(June 3, 1535) that though I lose my head I’ll come to no 
harm. 
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Twelfth Sunday of Ordinary Time 


Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 28 (27):8-9 The Lord is the 
strength of his people, a saving refuge for the one he has 
anointed. Save your people, Lord, and bless your heritage, 
and govern them for ever. 

Collect Grant, O Lord, that we may always revere and 
love your holy name, for you never deprive of your 
guidance those you set firm on the foundation of your love. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Zechariah 12: 10-11; 13:1; Psalm 62; 

Galatians 3:26-29; Luke 9:18-24 

Once when Jesus was praying in private and his 
disciples were with him, he asked them, Who do the crowds 
say I am? They replied, Some say John the Baptist; others 
say Elijah; and still others, that one of the prophets of long 
ago has come back to life. But what about you ? he asked. 
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Who do you say I am? Peter answered, The Christ of God. 
Jesus strictly warned them not to tell this to anyone. And 
he said, The Son of Man must suffer many things and be 
rejected by the elders, chief priests and teachers of the law, 
and he must be killed and on the third day be raised to life. 
Then he said to them all: If anyone would come after me, 
he must deny himself and take up his cross daily and follow 
me. For whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but 
whoever loses his life for me will save it. (Luke 9:18-24) 

Happiness There are many things which strike 
the observer about the world — its richness, its vastness, its 
order, its beauty. What is especially striking is its constant 
activity and change. The universe is a cauldron of change 
and activity, from the smallest neutron, to the most gifted 
human being, up to the galaxies which man is ever 
discovering. It seems that nothing stops. Nothing is 
basically still, whatever be the appearances. If in life we 
find that we have simply stopped, on further inspection we 
notice that we are probably deteriorating, for simply to stop 
is generally to stagnate. We are made to be in action, as 
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are all things. That is not to say that activity and change is 
synonymous with development and growth. Still, change 
and activity is a fundamental feature of the universe. Man 
himself is ever changing and in action, for good or for bad. 
Now, if we were to ask what drives this activity and 
change, we could say it is, broadly speaking, the quest for 
happiness. All things desire their “happiness,” understood 
as, in some sense, the fulfilment of their needs. Non- 
intelligent and non-reflective beings are not aware of this 
hidden purpose of their change and action, but man 
certainly is or is able to be. He wants to be happy. He 
knows this, and he consciously seeks it. The challenge for 
him is that his needs and aspirations are far deeper, far 
more exalted, than those of the world around him, whether 
he realizes this or not. So it is imperative that he know 
what he really needs and what are his greatest aspirations 
which must be met if he is to attain his true happiness as a 
man. On this, he finds by experience that he can be 
tragically mistaken. He must also grasp how his various 
other needs and aspirations must assist him in the 
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attainment of his true end, which is to say his highest needs 
and best aspirations. 

The most natural thing in the world is to think that 
happiness is to be attained in material or temporal 
satisfaction. To a point, of course, it is. God means us to 
satisfy our material needs — to a point, that is, and in a 
way that is in accord with his will and law. Indeed, we see 
in the Old Testament that when God establishes his 
covenant with his chosen people, he promises that if they 
are faithful to it, he will bless them. By and large, the 
blessings promised in the Old Testament are of a temporal 
character. They will be freed of oppressive slavery, they 
will enter and enjoy the promised land, they will be 
protected from the invading army, their crops will be 
successful. If they are not faithful, these temporal 
blessings will be lost to them. At times there are promises 
not of mere temporal blessings, but of blessings hereafter 
— such as the promise of heaven held out by the mother of 
the seven sons who were about to be martyred, as we read 
in the Second Book of Maccabees (ch.7). The Messiah 
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who was coming would bring to fruition God’s promises 
for man, and these were generally understood to consist of 
a material and temporal utopia. But in the event, when he 
came he revealed that this was not so. All of this brings us 
to our Gospel today (Luke 9:18-24), in which our Lord 
reveals that he, the promised Messiah, was destined not for 
temporal blessings but for a terrible death. Glory would 
come, but through the embrace not of temporal satisfaction 
but of obedient suffering unto death. Indescribable 
suffering in union with the will of the Father was the 
doorway to glory. Further, those who aspired to 
accompany the Messiah and share his blessings must 
follow the same path. “ Then he said to them all: If anyone 
would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his 
cross daily and follow me. For whoever wants to save his 
life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for me will save 
it.” This was a revolutionary revelation, and an occasion 
for his rejection. 

The inestimable blessing, the one for which man was 
made, the one which brings to him his true and ultimate 
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happiness, the one for which he ought pray very 
assiduously, the one which all his other desires and needs 
should subserve, the pearl of great price for which he ought 
sell all to gain, is that of close friendship with Jesus Christ, 
in the way Christ intends. This means the cross — its 
acceptance when it comes, and its embrace for love of 
Christ. The “cross” is all the suffering entailed in doing the 
will of God each day to the end, as Christ and his Church 
teach it to be. Let us understand this clearly, and pray for 
the grace to grasp it, for our ultimate happiness is at stake. 

-- 
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Monday of the Twelfth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 28 (27): 8-9 The Lord is the 
strength of his people, a saving refuge for the one he has 
anointed. Save your people, Lord, and bless your heritage, 
and govern them for ever. 

Collect Grant, O Lord, that we may always revere and 
love your holy name, for you never deprive of your 
guidance those you set firm on the foundation of your love. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever 

Scripture today : Genesis 12:1-9; Ps. 33:12-13, 18-20, 22; 

Matthew 7:1-5 

Jesus said to his disciples: “Stop judging, that you 
may not be judged. For as you judge, so will you be 
judged, and the measure with which you measure will be 
measured out to you. Why do you notice the splinter in 
your brother’s eye, but do not perceive the wooden beam in 
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your own eye? How can you say to your brother, ‘Let me 
remove that splinter from your eye, ’ while the wooden 
beam is in your eye? You hypocrite, remove the wooden 
beam from your eye first; then you will see clearly to 
remove the splinter from your brother’s eye.” (Matthew 
7:1-5) 

Do not judge! In his addresses, our Lord would 
have had the crowds hanging on his words. He was a 
superb story-teller, and if there is one thing which grips the 
attention of people of all ages from children to the best 
educated, it is the story. It fills the imagination and 
provides food for reflection which goes on well into the 
future. We refer to the Greeks as representing abstract 
thought — and they did indeed. But consider their 
religious mythology and its abundant imagery. When it 
came to religion the Greeks too were a people of the 
imagination, as were the Romans. Our Lord was a master 
of the use of the imagination in the communication of 
divine revelation. Another feature of our Lord’s teaching 
to the crowds, I suspect, was his humour. Consider our 
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well-known passage of today (Matthew 7:1-5) in which he 
tells his disciples that they are not to judge — and by 
“judge” he means “condemn”. We are not to condemn. 
He tells his disciples that they “notice the splinter” in their 
brother’s eye, but fail to notice the beam of wood in their 
own! Imagine a log of wood in one’s eye and not noticing 
that it is there, all the while complaining of the splinter in 
the eye of the other! The image would have evoked peals 
of laughter in our Lord’s audience and he would probably 
have chuckled with them as well. It may have struck them 
as so amusing that it could have been remembered long 
afterwards and repeated to others with laughter as well — 
all the while carrying with it its crucially important 
message. I wonder if there were many such instances of 
humour in our Lord’s conversation and discourse. I 
certainly think that his presence among his disciples and 
his constant company with his apostles and closest 
associates would have been a happy presence. One gets 
the impression of great familiarity between our Lord and 
those who followed him closely, a familiarity that would 
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have carried with it plenty of light humour. How like so 
many of the greatest saints! 

But let us consider our Lord’s teaching in today’s 
Gospel passage. How much condemnation goes on in the 
hearts of people! Within families, among spouses, in the 
workplace, in society, among those who live or associate 
with one another, judgment and condemnation fills so 
much of the human heart. With this there is much gossip. 
Accompanying this condemnation is a strange lack of 
awareness of one’s own deficiencies and faults. The faults 
and limitations of the other are exaggerated, and one’s own 
limitations go unobserved unless they are pressed upon 
one. What is the answer to this problem of anger and 
condemnation in the human heart which causes so much 
strife and suffering? To begin with, we must take God our 
Father for our model, and Jesus Christ as his revelation. 
God our Father is, as the Scriptures resoundingly teach us, 
rich in mercy and his mercy is from generation to 
generation. He is ever patient and kind, allowing us time 
to repent of our sins. When we do repent he rewards us out 
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of all proportion to our past offences. He is like the father 
of the prodigal son who ran to meet his returning son and 
then threw a party to celebrate his arrival back home. He is 
like the master of the vineyard who goes out at the eleventh 
hour and, inviting those he finds to work in his vineyard, 
gives them a high wage for the little they have done. That 
is to say, God is merciful and compassionate. We should 
be the same. Moreover — and this is the other side of this 
same coin — we should remember how much we are 
sinners. We remember the steward who owed an 
astronomical sum to his master the king. The king felt so 
sorry for him that he cancelled the debt. Yet this same 
steward immediately went out and refused mercy to a 
fellow servant who owed him what was a substantial sum, 
but nothing to be compared with what he had owed to his 
master. We ought constantly remember that we are sinners 
in profound debt to God. God, despite this, loves us and 
forgives us. God our King, Lord and Father, is our 
constant model. 
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So then, the log has long been and still is in our eye. 
We are in no position to be condemning our brother for the 
splinter in his eye. Let us resolve to fill our hearts and 
minds with Christ-like kindness, compassion, mercy and 
forgiveness. As our Lord warns us elsewhere in the 
Gospel, according to the measure with which we deal it out 
to others, so will God deal with us. 

-- 
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Tuesday of the Twelfth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 28 (27): 8-9 The Lord is the 
strength of his people, a saving refuge for the one he has 
anointed. Save your people, Lord, and bless your heritage, 
and govern them for ever. 

Collect Grant, O Lord, that we may always revere and 
love your holy name, for you never deprive of your 
guidance those you set firm on the foundation of your love. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever 

Scripture today : Genesis 13:2, 5-18; Psalm 15:2-5; 

Matthew 7:6, 12-14 

Jesus said to his disciples: “Do not give what is holy 
to dogs, or throw your pearls before swine, lest they 
trample them underfoot, and turn and tear you to pieces. 
“Do to others whatever you would have them do to you. 
This is the Law and the Prophets. “Enter through the 
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narrow gate; for the gate is wide and the road broad that 
leads to destruction, and those who enter through it are 
many. How narrow the gate and constricted the road that 
leads to life. And those who find it are few. ” (Matthew 7:6, 
12-14) 

Mediocrity There is no doubt that a Christian, 
having discovered in a truly personal way the living Jesus 
and having decided to follow him generously, can turn out 
badly. By that I mean that he can gradually fall away from 
his faith. The archetypal example of this is Judas himself, 
one of the very Twelve. He was chosen by Christ to 
occupy a pivotal role in the redemption of the world, for he 
was intended to be one of the Church’s twelve foundation 
stones. But in his heart little by little he fell away from the 
Lord. That can happen to any member of Christ’s faithful, 
and the start to this is deliberately chosen infidelities and 
un-repented venial sin. In fact there are many who fall 
away from the practice of the Faith and quietly give it up 
altogether. God and Christ cease to be important to them. 
Even into old age with death on the horizon, they remain in 
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their indifference to the faith they once had. That granted, 
I think the more common failure is that of long-standing 
mediocrity among those who have not actually fallen away. 
I refer to the danger of never bothering with a generous 
struggle. The mediocre Christian does not abandon the 
Christian faith but settles for a comfortable level of 
discipleship and quietly refuses to go beyond it. There is 
nothing in his life that could be said to correspond to our 
Lord’s call to leave all and to follow him. He follows 
Christ, but from afar — and barely within earshot. He 
comes to Mass on Sunday — finding excuses not to do so 
at times — and fulfils other basic requirements, but does 
not move beyond what we might call the comfort zone. He 
does not face up to those areas in life in which he is 
resisting the call of grace. He rarely gives to the poor. He 
does not respond to calls to engage in the apostolate in any 
identifiable sense. He does not go much beyond the 
minimum duties the Church lays out for all of Christ’s 
faithful. His prayer life is fairly desultory. We might say 
that he has resolved to keep on the right side of the Divine 
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Law, but does not work at his relationship with God. He is 
not ambitious for Christ’s love. 

Our Lord told us that he had come that we might have 
life and have it in abundance. God wants us to possess life 
to the full in him. He plans for us an abundant share in his 
own infinite divine life. It is a life of love, and as St Paul 
tells us in one of his Letters, eye has not seen nor ear heard 
all that God has prepared for those who love him. Now, 
we must constantly remember that we have been granted a 
very brief span of life to gain the Kingdom of heaven by 
what our Lord called violence and, he said, the violent take 
it by storm. That is to say we must all our lives be working 
hard at our relationship with God. We have one chance — 
it is this life we have been granted — to be filled with the 
fullness of God, and it takes hard work. We cannot just 
coast along. Observe what our Lord says of this. “ Enter 
through the narrow gate; for the gate is wide and the road 
broad that leads to destruction, and those who enter 
through it are many. How narrow the gate and constricted 
the road that leads to life. And those who find it are few ” 
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(Matthew 7:6, 12-14). Every day is precious and it 
constitutes a golden chance to serve our Lord and to grow 
in his love, with eternal consequences. What a pity if it is 
squandered! Once life is over, our chance to grow further 
in the divine love will have gone forever. If we are saved, 
Purgatory will be a time not of further growth and merit 
but of purging from our sins and imperfections. All those 
in heaven will have been purified of sin and filled with 
holiness, but the degree of holiness will vary from person 
to person and saint to saint. It will depend on the extent to 
which during life we have striven to enter by the narrow 
gate of obedience to God and his holy will. Let us 
compare heaven to a beautiful sea. The sun is God. On 
that sea are huge liners which we might liken to the great 
saints. There are small craft, and there are smaller objects 
still, and perhaps lots of small bottles. Unimaginable 
happiness reigns with each, but the capacity of each will 
depend on the love for God attained during life. 

Let us beware of mediocrity. Let us struggle to enter 
the narrow gate of the life that God offers. It comes with 
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union with Jesus Christ and partnership with him in his 
mission, lived out in the generous fulfilment of our daily 
duties of state. How can we maintain our generosity and 
persevere in a generous quest for holiness? There are many 
aspects of this, but very important is the policy of always 
starting again. So then, now I begin! Now I begin! Every 
day, now I begin! 

-- 


- 1463 - 





Wednesday of the Twelfth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon The Lord is the strength of his people, 
a saving refuge for the one he has anointed. Save your 
people, Lord, and bless your heritage, and govern them for 
ever. 

Collect Grant, O Lord, that we may always revere and 
love your holy name, for you never deprive of your 
guidance those you set firm on the foundation of your love. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever 

Scripture today : Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18; Psalm 105:1-9; 

Matthew 7:15-20 

Jesus said to his disciples: “Beware of false prophets, 
who come to you in sheep’s clothing, but underneath are 
ravenous wolves. By their fruits you will know them. Do 
people pick grapes from thornbushes, or figs from thistles? 
Just so, every good tree bears good fruit, and a rotten tree 
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bears bad fruit. A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, nor can 
a rotten tree bear good fruit. Every tree that does not bear 
good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the fire. So by 
their fruits you will know them. ” (Matthew 7:15-20) 

Bad fruit One of the notable and perennial 
characteristics of human society is its propensity for 
dissensions, and consequent divisions. Whatever is the 
prevailing regime in a society, many will be found in it 
who dissent from what is done or allowed by those who 
rule. People have their own minds. Some dissent with such 
sincerity and purpose that they are prepared to overthrow 
the ruler or else launch a breakaway society. The motives 
for such actions can be objectively blameworthy or 
laudable. Julius Caesar culminated his string of victories in 
Gaul with his move against the Republic. Let us allow for 
plenty of ambition, still, he may have thought that this was 
the best thing to do — which is to say that he may have 
done what he thought was right, however mixed his 
motives were. If this can be said of Caesar, it can be said 
with just as much validity about the plotters who finally 
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assassinated him, and then about those who waged the wars 
that followed. And so the story of human history goes on. 
There is dissent and division in societies and, to a greater 
or lesser extent, those involved believe themselves to be in 
the right. Let us put it in contemporary terms. According 
to their lights they are (to a degree) “ following their 
conscience ”. Now then, when our Lord founded his 
Church to bring to mankind his living Person, his teaching 
and his redemption, he predicted that the Church would 
face trouble. He said to Simon Peter on one occasion that 
“the gates of hell will not prevail against it.” So trouble 
would come from hell itself. As we read in today’s 
Gospel, another source of trouble would be “false prophets, 
who come to yon in sheep’s clothing, but underneath are 
ravenous wolves .” They are rotten trees bearing “bad fruit.” 
The false prophets will come at times from outside Christ’s 
Church, at times from within it. We read in the Acts of the 
Apostles and in the New Testament Letters warnings and 
many instances of “false prophets” who rend the life and 
structure of the Church. What, then, can be said about the 
“false prophets” Christ himself warns his disciples against? 


- 1466 - 



Throughout the centuries there has been plenty of 
dissent within the Church. Just as it is a recurring cycle in 
civil societies, so is it a recurring cycle in the life of the 
Church. It has often led to profound divisions and rampant 
heresies, resulting in the rise of new churches and ecclesial 
communions. The early Church was marked by numerous 
instances of dissent, and every epoch has had its examples. 
Now, one of the interesting things about this is that usually 
the leaders who rise up in dissent and take with them many 
away from the life of the Church have been, as they see 
themselves, “sincere”. They have been “following their 
conscience .” But what does our Lord say in today’s 
Gospel? He warns against “false prophets” without 
mentioning the matter of their presumed sincerity 
(Matthew 7:15-20). Presumably the “prophet” who is 
“false” is often or even generally sincere. He considers 
himself as following his conscience. Because he appears to 
be doing this, he gains credibility as a “prophet” and feels 
authorised to accept such a status. But this does not make 
of him a true prophet. His falsity as a prophet derives from 
his false teaching which leads others away from Christ’s 
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Church. He may be conscientious, he may be sincere, he 
may be “following his conscience” — or he may fail to be 
any of these things — but that is not the point. The point 
is that he is a “false prophet” in that his very teaching 
shows that he is not from God. By his “fruit” he is to be 
known. His teaching does not square with what God has 
revealed and entrusted to his authorized representatives — 
which in Christ’s case is the Twelve and those in apostolic 
succession to them. That is to say, that a person is 
following his “conscience” is not the primary indicator that 
his teaching is to be recognized as of God. What places 
him in the class of “prophet” is not that he follows his 
conscience, but that his conscience has led him to accept 
and to do what is objectively right and not to do what is 
objectively wrong. His conscience must be rightly formed 
and not seriously erroneous. 

At the end of his Letter to the Duke of Norfolk 
Cardinal Newman rhetorically raised his glass to 
conscience first and then to the Pope. He was not meaning 
to raise a shrine to the false prophet. Newman meant by 
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this that all must place the doing of one’s duty at the 
forefront of life. That priority being in place (i.e., the 
supremacy of what is right), the toast is then raised to the 
Pope — the Vicar of Christ on earth. Resolve to do 
whatever is right whatever this may be, and then look to 
Christ’s Church. Newman’s whole life was a testimony to 
the duty to assent to revealed truth as found in the Catholic 
Church which Christ founded. One’s duty is to know the 
objective and revealed truth, to identify where it is found, 
to assent to it, and to bear witness to it before others. 

-- 
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Thursday of the Twelfth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 28 (27): 8-9 The Lord is the 
strength of his people, a saving refuge for the one he has 
anointed. Save your people, Lord, and bless your heritage, 
and govern them for ever. 

Collect Grant, O Lord, that we may always revere and 
love your holy name, for you never deprive of your 
guidance those you set firm on the foundation of your love. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever 

Scripture today : Genesis 16:1-12, 15-16 or 16:6-12, 15-16; 

Psalm 106:lb-5; Matthew 7:21-29 

Jesus said to his disciples: “Not everyone who says to 
me, ‘Lord, Lord, ’ will enter the Kingdom of heaven, but 
only the one who does the will of my Father in heaven. 
Many will say to me on that day, Lord, Lord, did we not 
prophesy in your name? Did we not drive out demons in 
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your name? Did we not do mighty deeds in your name? ’ 
Then I will declare to them solemnly, T never knew you. 
Depart from me, you evildoers. ’ “Everyone who listens to 
these words of mine and acts on them will be like a wise 
man who built his house on rock. The rain fell, the floods 
came, and the winds blew and buffeted the house. But it 
did not collapse; it had been set solidly on rock. And 
everyone who listens to these words of mine but does not 
act on them will be like a fool who built his house on sand. 
The rain fell, the floods came, and the winds blew and 
buffeted the house. And it collapsed and was completely 
ruined. ” When Jesus finished these words, the crowds were 
astonished at his teaching, for he taught them as one 
having authority, and not as their scribes. (Matthew 
7:21-29) 

Hope One of the enduring characteristics of the 
human being is his lively hope. He hopes in things to 
come. Consider, on the one hand, the person who has little 
hope or perhaps none. What kind of a life will he be 
leading? His life will have been drained of virtually all its 
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vitality. Consider, on the other, the person who is full of 
hope. Normally he will be constantly working, he will be 
cheerful, and his life will be marked by meaning. Hope is 
central to a human life, but the next question is, in and for 
what are people to hope? Here we see an unending array of 
differences among men and societies, and their hopes all 
too often are what spark conflagrations and wars. Consider 
the publication in London (1848) of Das Kapital, the 
foundational work by Karl Marx for the philosophy of 
Communism. It set forth a utopia, a future kingdom we 
might say, in which contentment would reign. Class 
differences would be eliminated, there would be a level 
playing field permanently in place for all, and the delusory 
pie in the sky — which is religion — would disappear. 
We know the catastrophic suffering which this hope led to. 
We could think of other great hopes that have captured the 
imagination of individuals, groups and whole peoples 
during the course of human history, hopes that pointed to a 
golden future. Well now, God has revealed that he has 
indeed a golden future in store for us, and he has sent the 
Holy Spirit to sustain our hope for what he has promised 
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amid any adversity. I refer to God’s Kingdom which our 
Lord announced, taught, established, which he rules and 
which he invites all mankind to enter. The Church which 
he founded is the seed and proclaimer of this Kingdom. 
Those who wish to enter the Kingdom of God which has 
Christ for its King are called to enter and serve mankind in 
this Church which is his body. God has revealed that it is 
in this Kingdom that mankind’s true hope lies. God made 
us to hope for this. 

It is one thing to think of man who hopes, and to think 
then of the Kingdom which has been revealed by God as 
being the true object of his hope. But the practical issue is 
how to enter this Kingdom and spread it. Our Lord tells us 
that it is not just a matter of turning our minds to God and 
calling on him, even though this is the very thing that 
modern secular man characteristically fails to do. It is not 
just a matter of saying “Lord! Lord!” The crunch-point 
consists in listening to the word of Christ and putting it into 
practice. We must strive above all to do God’s will. “Not 
everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord, ’ will enter the 
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Kingdom of heaven, but only the one who does the will of 
my Father in heaven. Many will say to me on that day, 
‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name? Did we 
not drive out demons in your name? Did we not do mighty 
deeds in your name? ’ Then I will declare to them solemnly, 
7 never knew you. Depart from me, you evildoers. ’ 
Everyone who listens to these words of mine and acts on 
them will be like a wise man who built his house on rock ” 
(Matthew 7:21-29). Striving to enter the Kingdom of God 
involves striving to know what God wills in life, and 
striving then to put his will into practice. How little this is 
done! Let us take any one of many current issues all over 
the world - say, the legalization of same-sex marriage, 
abortion on demand, or embryonic stem cell research. 
Consider the latter issue. Despite what it must do to the 
unborn human being at the very start of his precarious and 
vulnerable existence, because such research and 
experimentation might possibly be useful for the health of 
others, it is legalized. Who among those demanding the 
legalization of this is asking, What does God want in this 
matter? Does God want vulnerable human beings to be 
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attacked and used for spare parts for the sake of others? As 
our Lord said in response to the Sadducees who raised a 
different matter, God is the God of the living and not of the 
dead. 

Man is made to hope. It is hope that will give to life 
its meaning and vitality. Man is called by God to place his 
hope in that Kingdom which Christ makes available to us 
in the Church which he founded and which he sustains. 
That Kingdom is present in Jesus Christ. We shall enter his 
Kingdom if we do his will. Therefore all our life we ought 
be hoping and working to do his will. Our best hopes lie in 
striving to know and to do the will of God and in 
influencing others to do his will also. Let us make the 
knowing and the doing of the will of God the heart and 
soul of our everyday life. This is our best hope. 

-- 
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Friday of the Twelfth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 28 (27): 8-9 The Lord is the 
strength of his people, a saving refuge for the one he has 
anointed. Save your people, Lord, and bless your heritage, 
and govern them for ever. 

Collect Grant, O Lord, that we may always revere and 
love your holy name, for you never deprive of your 
guidance those you set firm on the foundation of your love. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever 

Scripture today : Genesis 17:1, 9-10, 15-22; Psalm 128:1-5; 

Matthew 8:1-4 

When he came down from the mountainside, large 
crowds followed him. A man with leprosy came and knelt 
before him and said, Lord, if you are willing, you can make 
me clean. Jesus reached out his hand and touched the 
man. I am willing, he said. Be clean! Immediately he was 
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cured of his leprosy. Then Jesus said to him, See that you 
don't tell anyone. But go, show yourself to the priest and 
offer the gift Moses commanded, as a testimony to them. 
(Matthew 8:1-4) 

Christ hears our prayer Our Lord has finished his 
great discourse on the mountain (Matthew chs. 5-7). It is 
reminiscent of the divine Law received by Moses on the 
mountain and brought down to the people as the Ten 
Commandments written on the tablets of stone. Christ 
descends and large crowds follow him. Immediately there 
comes to him a man with leprosy, seeking healing. He 
kneels before Jesus in genuine respect and supplication, 
addressing him as Lord. We are reminded of broken man, 
suffering and helpless man, afflicted by his wounded 
condition which is the heritage of original sin, prostrating 
himself before a higher power and asking for aid. The 
leper embodies in his helpless condition the ruined frame 
and constitution of mankind and its inability to regain 
wholeness. So he comes to Jesus who on the mountain has 
laid out the path to life, and he begins with a profession of 


- 1477 - 



faith in the goodness and power of Jesus. His coming to 
Jesus in humility and petition shows he regards Jesus as 
being good to those who suffer, and able to deliver them 
from their suffering. “Lord, if you so will, you can cure 
me.” Now, there is this to be said. It is one thing to say, I 
believe in God and in Christ. It is another to act as if one 
believes in him. That is to say, it is a further thing to stake 
one’s actions and future on this belief. A supreme example 
of this would be to give one’s life in witness to one’s faith. 
That would indeed be staking one’s future on one’s 
religious belief. If there is no God, or if God is forever 
distant and of limited power anyway, then one’s life would 
be needlessly lost and wasted by accepting martyrdom. 
But normally speaking, the possibility of martyrdom occurs 
but rarely. A far more common way of staking one’s 
future on one’s belief in Christ is the simple prayer of 
petition — exemplified in the leper kneeling before our 
Lord. A person is suffering from a difficult marriage or a 
serious physical condition. Is it worth praying persistently 
for alleviation from this burden? Alternatively, if someone 
asks me to pray for his intention, do I act as if prayer will 
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really help? Or secretly do I — without being very aware 
of it — think that the prayer of petition is a bit of a waste 
of time? 

Our Gospel passage today shows the character and 
disposition of God in the face of human suffering. Christ’s 
response was, I do want to help you! You are now cured. 
Our Lord on various occasions in the Gospels insists that 
God will hear our prayers. This is not to tell us how God 
hears our prayers, nor when, nor whether he will answer 
them in the form we desired. Cardinal Newman, great 
theologian, philosopher, preacher and prose writer, said the 
following about the prayer of petition: The Creator 
normally acts by the laws of nature and the world, which 
are his ordinance. For the most part his miracles are 
“rather what may be called exaggerations, or carrying out 
to an extreme point, of the laws of Nature, than naked 
contrarieties to them; and if we would see more of his 
wonder-working hand we must look for it as thus mixed up 
with his natural appointments. As Divine aid given to the 
soul acts through and with natural reason, natural 
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affection, and conscience, so miraculous agency, when 
exerted, is in many ways, nay, in most cases, a 
co-operation with the ordinary ways of physical nature ” 
C Address to the Catholic Union of Great Britain, May 12, 
1880). For example, we lose a precious item and we have 
the faith to pray earnestly that we find it. Ten minutes later 
we notice it where we did not notice it before. We were 
led by divine help to spot that item. A serious illness 
develops and we pray earnestly for a cure. The surgeons 
are successful. Again, some other matter of need arises. 
We pray for a particular solution. It is not granted but we 
keep praying. Some time later we suddenly become aware 
that the prayer has been silently answered in a way we did 
not expect. All these things seem to happen naturally, by 
natural means. But the prayer of petition has preceded 
them and God has answered our prayer within the ordinary 
course of the world’s laws. At times there may be a 
miracle that goes flat against the laws of nature, but most 
“miracles” that answer our prayer do not. What is needed 
is faith in Christ’s love and power. We need to be like the 
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leper in today’s Gospel. Christ will hear our prayer in his 
way. 


Let us in all our need remember the poor leper 
(Matthew 8:1-4) and try to be like him in our prayer. 
Could you imagine our Lord saying to the leper, I am not 
willing to help you! The idea is absurd. If we approach the 
same Jesus, unseen but just as alive as then, with our 
petition, would he in effect say to us, I am not willing to 
help you? The idea is absurd — unless this same Jesus is 
not now alive at all, but is, like Buddha, Zoroaster, 
Mahomet, or Confucius, in fact dead. No. The living risen 
Jesus in his full human and divine reality is very willing to 
answer our prayer. But we must keep asking, humbly and 
confidently, all the while knowing that God knows what is 
the best way to hear our prayers. Let us ask of him what 
we need, then! 
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Saturday of the Twelfth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 28 (27): 8-9 The Lord is the 
strength of his people, a saving refuge for the one he has 
anointed. Save your people, Lord, and bless your heritage, 
and govern them for ever. 

Collect Grant, O Lord, that we may always revere and 
love your holy name, for you never deprive of your 
guidance those you set firm on the foundation of your love. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever 

Scripture today : Genesis 8:1-15; Luke 1:46-50, 53-55; 

Matthew 8:5-17 

When Jesus had entered Capernaum, a centurion 
came to him, asking for help. Lord, he said, my servant 
lies at home paralysed and in terrible suffering. Jesus said 
to him, I will go and heal him. The centurion replied, 
Lord, I do not deserve to have you come under my roof. 
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But just say the word, and my servant wdl be healed. For I 
myself am a man under authority, with soldiers under me. 
I tell this one, 'Go,' and he goes; and that one, ’Come,' and 
he comes. I say to my servant, 'Do this,' and he does it. 
When Jesus heard this, he was astonished and said to those 
following him, I tell you the truth, I have not found anyone 
in Israel with such great faith. I say to you that many will 
come from the east and the west, and will take their places 
at the feast with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob in the kingdom 
of heaven. But the subjects of the kingdom will be thrown 
outside, into the darkness, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. Then Jesus said to the centurion, Go! It 
will be done just as you believed it would. And his servant 
was healed at that very hour. When Jesus came into 
Peter's house, he saw Peter's mother-in-law lying in bed 
with a fever. He touched her hand and the fever left her, 
and she got up and began to wait on him. When evening 
came, many who were demon-possessed were brought to 
him, and he drove out the spirits with a word and healed 
all the sick. This was to fulfil what was spoken through the 
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prophet Isaiah: He took up our infirmities and carried our 
diseases. (Matthew 8: 5-17) 

The prayer of petition On various occasions our 
Lord held up persons drawn from real life as examples for 
us. One example was the poor widow in the Temple. 
Many rich people were giving to the Temple treasury a 
considerable sum, whereas the poor widow put in only two 
tiny coins. Our Lord held her up ahead of all the others as 
an example of generosity to God. She put in all she had to 
live on, whereas the others put in what they did not really 
need. On another occasion our Lord was instructing a 
group of disciples around him and word came that his 
mother and brothers wished to see him outside. He replied. 
Who are my brothers? Pointing to those in front of him he 
said, here are my brothers — anyone who does the will of 
God is my mother and sister and brother. He held up for 
imitation those in front of him. Inasmuch as a most 
important kind of prayer is the prayer of petition — in 
which we ask God for what we need — it is most 
instructive to consider those examples of this prayer that 
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are held up in Scripture for our emulation. In our Gospel 
today, our Lord holds up before the people of Israel an 
individual who was not of the covenant of Moses. Our 
Lord points to him as a great example of that most essential 
virtue, religious faith — manifested in his prayer of 
petition. Entering Capernaum, our Lord was approached 
by a Roman centurion, no less. He was an officer of the 
occupation forces. He humbly presented to our Lord the 
plight of his servant who “lies at home paralysed and in 
terrible suffering.” It is reminiscent of our Lady at the 
wedding feast of Cana coming to our Lord and simply 
saying “They have no wine.” Our Lord immediately offered 
to the centurion that he come and heal him. This, 
incidentally, shows our Lord’s readiness to assist anyone of 
any race, religion or standing even though his distinctive 
mission was to the lost sheep of the House of Israel. But 
what occurs to us immediately is the simple excellence of 
the centurion’s prayer. It was humble, simple and 
faith-filled, and Christ responded immediately. Our Lord 
held up his example for imitation. 
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Consider further the centurion’s sentiments that were 
part and parcel of his prayer of petition. What was his 
reaction to Christ’s offer to go and heal his servant? His 
reaction was one of self-abasement. The depth of his 
humility immediately came to the fore. He was not at all 
worthy to have Jesus under his roof. His reply bespeaks a 
deep sense of personal sin and limitation. We can liken it 
to the prayer of the publican in the Temple who remained 
well behind the praying Pharisee, repeating on his lips and 
in his heart his prayer for mercy, for he was a sinner. The 
centurion felt entirely unworthy to have Jesus under his 
roof: “7 am not worthy ”, he proclaimed. Together with this 
humility and sense of personal sin, he had full faith in the 
power of Jesus to grant the healing at a mere word. “Lord, 
I do not deserve to have you come under my roof. But just 
say the word, and my servant wdl be healed.^ The 
centurion knew what it was to be in a position of command 
— he exercised command constantly over his soldiers and 
his servants. In similar fashion Jesus could command the 
sickness to depart from his servant. The centurion 
certainly had magnificent faith, a faith that exceeded the 
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body of the people in Israel. So our Lord’s response 
suggests. “/ tell you the truth, I have not found anyone in 
Israel with such great faith'' (Matthew 8: 5-17). I interpret 
our Lord as meaning that, in his faith, the centurion 
surpassed that of the generality of the children of Israel. 
He could not have meant literally everyone. After all, 
Christ’s own mother was unsurpassable in faith among her 
fellow creatures. The point I wish to highlight, though, is 
the prayer of petition of the centurion which our Lord held 
up for the emulation of all. So excellent a prayer was it 
that the Church has incorporated an important part of it into 
that most solemn part of the Mass when the adorable Host 
is held up for the veneration of the people before receiving 
it in Holy Communion. Lord, I am not worthy to have you 
under my roof Say but the word and my soul shall be 
healed. Let us learn from the Roman centurion how to ask 
God for what we need. 

The prayer of petition is most important if we are to 
get to heaven. Our Lord stressed that we must ask our 
heavenly Father for what we need. The first thing we need 
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is to get to heaven. All else is waste and nothing if we fail 
to get to heaven. So we ought to pray all through life that 
God will lead us safely home to him. Christ is the way to 
heaven, so we should pray for all the graces and helps we 
need every day to follow Christ closely. We must strive to 
love Christ dearly, to imitate him closely and to serve him 
generously. This is what we ought be praying for 
continuously. We can expect that God will hear our prayer 
if we pray persistently, humbly and with faith. Let us look 
to the centurion, whose example our Lord held up for our 
inspiration. 

-- 
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Thirteenth Sunday of Ordinary Time 


Entrance Antiphon Ps 47 (46): 2 All peoples, clap your 
hands. Cry to God with shouts of joy! 

Collect O God, who through the grace of adoption chose 
us to be children of light, grant, we pray, that we may not 
be wrapped in the darkness of error but always be seen to 
stand in the bright light of truth. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 1 Kings 19:16b, 19-21; Psalm 16:1-2, 
5,7-11; Galatians 5:1, 13-18; Luke 9:51-62 

When the days for Jesus’ being taken up were 
fulfilled, he resolutely determined to journey to Jerusalem, 
and he sent messengers ahead of him. On the way they 
entered a Samaritan village to prepare for his reception 
there, but they would not welcome him because the 
destination of his journey was Jerusalem. When the 
disciples James and John saw this they asked, “Lord, do 
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you want us to call down fire from heaven to consume 
them? ” Jesus turned and rebuked them, and they journeyed 
to another village. As they were proceeding on their 
journey someone said to him, “I will follow you wherever 
you go. ” Jesus answered him, “Foxes have dens and birds 
of the sky have nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to 
rest his head. ” And to another he said, “Follow me. ” But 
he replied, “Lord, let me go first and bury my father. ” But 
he answered him, “Let the dead bury their dead. But you, 
go and proclaim the kingdom of God. ” And another said, 
“I will follow you, Lord, but first let me say farewell to my 
family at home. ” To him Jesus said, “No one who sets a 
hand to the plow and looks to what was left behind is fit for 
the kingdom of God. ” (Luke 9:51-62) 

Faith In an age in which so very many are 
dependent on the computer and on the Internet, we all fear 
the “virus”. The “virus”, coming in from cyberspace, 
attacks computer programs and causes the breakdown of 
our information technology. It can ruin Governments and 
can be a major weapon of war. Let that be an image of a 


- 1490 - 



certain kind of spiritual vims causing a breakdown of the 
spirit of Catholicism. In our Gospel text today St Luke 
narrates our Lord’s exchange with three prospective 
disciples who, if we read between the lines, seem to lack 
the full obedience of faith which our Lord was looking for. 
We have the impression that they regard other things as 
somewhat superseding our Lord’s call to them. Let their 
words remind us of how private judgment can complicate 
the obedience which should characterize faith in Jesus. 
The obedience of faith is of the essence of Christianity, and 
it is in this sense that Cardinal Newman once wrote that 
authority and obedience are of the essence of religion. 
God has revealed himself to man supremely and 
completely in Christ. The man Jesus is God, God the Son 
revealing himself and the Father to us, in the power of the 
Holy Spirit. The perennial issue till the end of time is, how 
are we to respond to the great God who thus reveals 
himself? We are called to respond to him with the 
obedience of faith, which means, firstly, the full surrender 
of ourselves to the person of Christ in faith. We do not see 
that full surrender in the three disciples with whom our 
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Lord speaks in our Gospel passage today (Luke 9:51-62). 
But there is a further aspect of this surrender of self in faith 
which must be stressed. It is that this personal surrender in 
faith must be expressed in a total acceptance of the truth 
revealed by Christ. We assent to his word because of his 
authority as the divine Truth itself. The man Jesus is God, 
and so our response to him is unreserved faith, expressed in 
total assent and obedience to his word. 

However, there is more to the spirit of Catholicism 
than this. What marks the Catholic mind is the recognition 
that the living though unseen Jesus continues to teach with 
an identifiable voice. That voice is the voice of the Church 
he founded. This Church is the Catholic Church which is 
Christ’s mystical body in history, in space and time. Christ 
lives in his Church not just as a general presence, but as her 
Head till the end of the ages when he will come again in 
glory. The disciple who met and heard our Lord when he 
walked the earth was called by him to express his faith by 
full obedience to his word. So too the disciple of any age 
is called to express his faith in the living risen Jesus by 
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religious assent and obedience to the word of his body the 
Church. The obedience of faith due to the person and word 
of the living Jesus is, ever since his resurrection and 
ascension, now expressed in obedience to the word of the 
Church when she speaks in his name. Just as the 
prospective disciples of today’s Gospel allowed something 
of their own private judgment to interfere with an 
obedience of faith, so too the same danger remains from 
generation to generation in man’s response to Jesus who 
speaks as the living head of his Church. A special 
propensity of our age is to think that we, and not Christ, 
know what is true and right. In concrete terms this means 
that we are prone to refuse to accept with the obedience of 
faith the word of the Church speaking in his name. We are 
peculiarly inclined to prefer our own private judgment for 
this word, in deciding what is right and true. If we go with 
this tendency, then the true spirit of Christianity and of 
Catholicism will be corrupted in our life. Our faith in 
Christ will be corrupted by the virus of a misplaced private 
judgment which we follow in place of the authoritative 
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word of the Church, which the truly Catholic mind knows 
to be the word of the living Jesus. 

This is an especially important matter for the lay 
faithful whose irreplaceable mission is to bring the word of 
Christ to the public square, to the family home, to the 
workbench, to politics and the legislature and to every 
corner of our very secular world. If a Catholic out there in 
the world chooses to substitute his private judgment as to 
what is right and wrong for the word of Christ as it comes 
in the word of the Church, he manifests the loss of a 
Catholic mind. A virus has penetrated his living of the 
Catholic faith and has corrupted his grasp of its true spirit. 
As has been said, that virus is the preference for one’s own 
private judgment over obedience to the authoritative word 
of the Church. This obedience is the only authentic 
expression of faith in Jesus. Let us resolve to be like Mary 
our Mother who, after Christ, was the perfect embodiment 
of the entire biblical witness to the obedience of faith given 
to God revealing himself and his word. Throughout her 
life she rendered in a perfect way the obedience of faith, 
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expressing it simply and perfectly at the annunciation when 
she replied to the angel by saying, “ Let it be done unto me 
according to your word 

Further reading : The Catechism of the Catholic Church , 
no. 144-149 (Obedience of faith) 

-- 
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Monday of the Thirteenth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 47 (46): 2 All peoples, clap your 
hands. Cry to God with shouts of joy! 

Collect O God, who through the grace of adoption chose 
us to be children of light, grant, we pray, that we may not 
be wrapped in the darkness of error but always be seen to 
stand in the bright light of truth. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Genesis 18:16-33; Psalm 103:lb-4, 8-11; 

Matthew 8:18-22 

When Jesus saw a crowd around him, he gave orders 
to cross to the other shore. A scribe approached and said 
to him, “Teacher, I will follow you wherever you go. ” 
Jesus answered him, “Foxes have dens and birds of the sky 
have nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to rest his 
head. ” Another of his disciples said to him, “Lord, let me 
go first and bury my father. ” But Jesus answered him, 
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“Follow me, and let the dead bury their dead. ” (Matthew 
8 : 18 - 22 ) 

Christ above all Consider Buddha, consider 
Confucius, consider any great figure of history and I 
suspect it will be difficult finding any personality who 
asked for such a total following of and adherence to his 
own Person as Jesus of Nazareth asked of his disciples. 
Moreover, he commissioned his disciples to go out to the 
whole world and make disciples of all the nations. So he 
set forth a scheme in which the entire world would be 
asked to give to his own Person its total adherence. That is 
not in any way to say that he succeeded in eliciting this 
following from all those he personally invited. One need 
only think of Judas Iscariot and countless others who have 
refused him or who, having once started, subsequently fell 
away. Nevertheless that is what Jesus Christ called for and 
what he stated as being the plan of God for man. God’s 
plan for man is that the salvation of every man is to be 
found in a personal love for Jesus, ensuing in the total 
acceptance of his word. Christ expects of his disciples that 
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obedience of faith which would be given to God, and he 
asks that all the nations be his disciples precisely in this 
sense. Furthermore, he made it clear that at the end he 
would come to judge the living and the dead, and that all 
the nations would be judged by him. In that Last Judgment 
one critical issue will be how we have treated others. But 
observe how at that very Judgment he will say to those on 
his right “7 was hungry and you gave me to eat ...” His own 
Person is still the object of our life and of our Judgment, 
for in serving the least who are in need, we serve the 
Person of our Lord — and for this we shall be rewarded. 
Would any prudent and good man make such claims and 
expect such a unique personal following, unless because of 
his incomparable greatness it was due to him? Hardly. 
Christ is either all-holy and to be accepted, or an imposter 
to be rejected. If we accept Christ as a great and holy man, 
then we must take seriously his claims. If his claims are 
false, then he is false. His call stands, that we follow him 
with all our heart. It is this call which we see him issuing 
in today’s Gospel. It is one of many similar passages 
which could be cited. 
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In our Gospel passage today the scene is that of our 
Lord about to cross to the other shore. “A scribe 
approached and said to him, ‘Teacher, I will follow you 
wherever you go. ’ Jesus answered him, ‘Foxes have dens 
and birds of the sky have nests, but the Son of Man has 
nowhere to rest his head (Matthew 8:18-22). This 
sentence reminds us, incidentally, that not all of the 
“scribes” were in opposition to him. There were those who 
were captivated by his Person and his teaching and who 
counted themselves among his disciples. We have here a 
scribe who wanted to follow him “wherever” he chose to 
go — perhaps the scribe was even stating that he wanted 
there and then to accompany our Lord “to the other shore.” 
Our Lord by no means refused his request to follow him 
physically (as he did, say, the man from the Gerasenes 
whom he had exorcised) but he warned him of what it 
would entail. We are reminded by his reply to the scribe 
that whatever be the discomfort, the following of Christ is 
the one thing necessary. The second disciple is one whom 
our Lord obviously took the initiative to call. Our Lord 
called various persons to follow him. He called Levi, and 
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Levi immediately got up and followed him. He called the 
rich young man, and the rich young man went away sad 
because he had many possessions. He calls this disciple to 
follow him, but the disciple asks our Lord to give him time. 
He wants to go home and fix things up first by burying his 
father. Again, our Lord’s reply to him reminds us that the 
following of the Master is the one thing necessary and in 
all that we do — including the fulfilling of family 
obligations — the one thing necessary is that we be 
following Jesus. Our Lord allows for no distractions from 
this fundamental project of human life. This is of immense 
importance for the lay Christian to understand, because on 
him depends the implanting of the Christian message in the 
midst of the world. In the world he is to bear witness to 
Jesus and his word with all his heart. 

Let us place ourselves in the presence of Jesus in our 
Gospel scene today, presenting before him our tendency to 
forget what the following of him will require, together with 
our tendency to turn away from him to deal with other 
so-called more pressing matters of life. Let us hear again 
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his reply, telling us that there will be a cost and we must be 
prepared to pay it. Nothing must distract us from the one 
thing necessary, which is to love him with all our heart and 
to keep his commandments. 

-- 
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Tuesday of the Thirteenth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 47 (46):2 All peoples, clap your 
hands. Cry to God with shouts of joy! 

Collect O God, who through the grace of adoption chose 
us to be children of light, grant, we pray, that we may not 
be wrapped in the darkness of error but always be seen to 
stand in the bright light of truth. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Genesis 19:15-19; Psalm 25; 

Matthew 8:23-27 

Then Jesus got into the boat and his disciples followed 
him. Without warning, a furious storm came up on the 
lake, so that the waves swept over the boat. But Jesus was 
sleeping. The disciples went and woke him, saying, Lord, 
save us! We’re going to drown! He replied, You of little 
faith, why are you so afraid? Then he got up and rebuked 
the winds and the waves, and it was completely calm. The 
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men were amazed and asked, What kind of man is this? 
Even the winds and the waves obey him ! (Matthew 8:23- 
27) 


Faith One of the most notable features of the 
modern age — and most would argue that it is the most 
notable feature — is the dominance of empirical science, 
together with its technological applications. In 1856, the 
Frenchman Jean Marie Le Bris made the first powered 
flight, by having his glider “L’Albatros artificiel” pulled 
by a horse on a beach. But who would have expected then, 
in 1856, anything of the massive travel by flight that 
characterizes modern life? We may ask a similar question 
about the invention of the telephone, the radio and the 
electric light bulb. Science has transformed housework 
(the washing machine and the refrigerator), industry, daily 
communications — everything. Instead of sitting on a 
horse, we are in cars with an array of gadgets in front. We 
can easily buy a GPS device that will guide us in our 
driving to any address. All this is a wonderful advance in 
what God commands in the Book of Genesis: ‘fill the earth 
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and subdue it; and have dominion over the fish and the 
sea" (1:28). But one result is that we have come to think 
that real knowledge is that which is scientific and technical. 
Something is real and certain if it can be verified 
empirically and put to practical use. Other forms of 
knowledge are, at most, problematic. Especially to be 
suspected is the acceptance of things on faith. Our culture 
imbues us with a condescending suspicion of this mode of 
knowing things. We are not consistent here, because 
manifestly we act on faith continually in our everyday life. 
We accept the word of others in news bulletins, on 
information about train times, what the doctors tell us 
about health and medicine, what the scientists tell us of the 
galaxies and in the numerous technical gadgets we use. 
But “faith” will not do, so we tend to think, in matters 
beyond empirical testing, such as morals and religion. 
Even in religion, many prefer to rely on paths that purport 
to be scientific, and, let us say, heavily psychological. The 
danger in this, at the very least, is that we can neglect the 
virtue of faith. We can decline in our capacity to believe, 
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and this capacity is manifestly needed for ordinary life, let 
alone religious life. 

Yes, indeed. For, as a matter of fact, faith in the word 
of those who know is basic to ordinary human life. It is a 
basic foundation of everyday knowledge. In countless 
societies too, religion has pervaded culture, and the body of 
religious belief, however ill-defined, which informs 
cultures, is commonly handed down and accepted in faith. 
Broadly speaking, the members of any society and culture 
accept their religious beliefs on faith. So it is in much of 
the rest of human knowledge. Anyone who has done a 
doctorate at university knows how laborious it is to 
establish something new for oneself, and to contribute to 
the body of existing knowledge in any particular discipline. 
In large measure, man knows what he knows on faith. 
How much more is this the case in Revealed Religion, and 
in particular the Religion revealed by the Incarnate Son of 
God, Jesus Christ. It is plainly a religion of revealed 
mysteries: the One and Triune God, the Incarnation, the 
Atonement, the outpouring of grace, the institution of the 
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Church as Christ’s body. Man simply must believe the 
word of Jesus Christ if he is to know these ineffable things, 
if he is to act on them, and if he is to receive the blessings 
promised to those who believe. All of this brings us to our 
Gospel today (Matthew 8:23-27), which finds Jesus Christ 
asleep in the midst of the terrifying storm, and his disciples 
around him convinced that they are doomed. At their 
frantic rousing of him, our Lord had one thing to say to 
them: “ You of little faith, why are you so afraid ?” There 
was nothing they could do with “scientific and technical 
knowledge” (of which, when it came to sailing, they had a 
good deal). It was beyond that. What they lacked was 
much more important. They lacked faith. Our Lord, of 
course, was not saying that if they had faith they would be 
spared all danger and even death. Even were death itself to 
come, they still must have faith. 

Father Damien, the famous missionary of the lepers 
on Molokai, lay dying of leprosy in April, 1889, and a 
priest-confrere later wrote this of him. was truly 
edifying to see him. He seemed so happy. The following 
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day, he received the holy Viaticum. During the day, he was 
bright and cheerful” Damien knew well that leprosy was 
overcoming him. “ What I most admired in him,” the priest 
wrote, “was his admirable patience.” Damien had death 
enclosing and engulfing him, but he was brimming with 
faith. Thus did he gain the victory, for he died in the arms 
of Christ his Lord. Ah yes! Faith! As St John writes in his 
Letter, This is the victory over the world, our faith. 

-- 
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Wednesday of the Thirteenth Week of Ordinary Time 


Entrance Antiphon Ps 47 (46): 2 All peoples, clap your 
hands. Cry to God with shouts of joy! 

Collect O God, who through the grace of adoption chose 
us to be children of light, grant, we pray, that we may not 
be wrapped in the darkness of error but always be seen to 
stand in the bright light of truth. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Genesis 21:5, 8-20a; Psalm 34:7-8, 

10-11,12-13; Matthew 8:28-34 

When Jesus came to the territory of the Gadarenes, 
two demoniacs who were coming from the tombs met him. 
They were so savage that no one could travel by that road. 
They cried out, “What have you to do with us, Son of God? 
Have you come here to torment us before the appointed 
time?” Some distance away a herd of many swine was 
feeding. The demons pleaded with him, “If you drive us 
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out, send us into the herd of swine. ” And he said to them, 
“Go then!’’ They came out and entered the swine, and the 
whole herd rushed down the steep bank into the sea where 
they drowned. The swineherds ran away, and when they 
came to the town they reported everything, including what 
had happened to the demoniacs. Thereupon the whole 
town came out to meet Jesus, and when they saw him they 
begged him to leave their district. (Matthew 8:28-34) 

The undying choice Saint Jerome once wrote that 
the one who knows not the Scriptures does not know 
Christ. Of course, we must interpret such a statement 
broadly and recognize that one can know the content of the 
Scriptures without being an avid reader of the actual text. 
Consider the illiterate yet profoundly religious Catholic, 
whose spiritual life is nourished by a prayerful and daily 
recitation of the (very scriptural) Rosary, by the great 
prayers recommended by the Church, by the preaching of 
the word of God, by the Sacraments, and by the whole life 
of the Church of which he or she is a faithful member. 
That is to say, the content of the Scriptures can come to a 
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person not only in the actual text (which is far and away 
the privileged mode of knowing them) but by other means 
as well. The Revelation that is Christ comes to us in both 
the Scriptures and in the Church’s Tradition, and the holy 
illiterate just mentioned is primarily nourished by the 
Church’s Tradition. That proviso having been made, there 
is not the slightest doubt that the inspired text of the 
Scriptures, and most especially the Gospels, nourishes our 
knowledge of the Person of Jesus in a most eminent way. 
Soren Kierkegaard once wrote that we ought read the 
Scriptures as if we are reading a letter to us from our very 
close friend. If that is the case with the Scriptures it is 
particularly so with the Gospels which the Church regards 
as their most precious portions. They present to us the 
Person and teaching of the Lord. Countless Catholics 
begin their day in the prayerful presence of the living 
Christ by praying over the Gospel of the Mass of that day. 
This is an excellent spiritual practice and will lead to the 
knowledge and love of Christ, the Christ of the Gospels. 
Well then, let us consider our Gospel text of today 
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(Matthew 8:28-34), in which we have a confrontation 
between Christ and the demons. 

The demons are unusually savage and strong, for we 
read that “they were so savage that no one could travel by 
that roadT The first thing we notice is their fear and 
desperation in the presence of Christ. They know he has 
no part with them whatever and that he has the mastery. At 
the sight of him they fear the consequences. They cried 
out, “ What have you to do with us, Son of God? Have you 
come here to torment us before the appointed time?” They 
know they are doomed and they know that their doom will 
come from the One who is before them. He is all holy and 
he is all powerful. He has come to put an end to their 
influence. But we observe too that they are aware of his 
mercy, and so, doomed though they are, they appeal for a 
species of leniency in the short term. “ Some distance away 
a herd of many swine was feeding. The demons pleaded 
with him, ‘If you drive us out, send us into the herd of 
swine. ’ And he said to them, ‘Go then /”’ It is incidents 
such as these that suggest, I think, degrees of punishment 
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among the damned. Hell is eternal and will be a horror for 
all who by their lives in effect choose to go there. But 
might we not think that the mercy of God allows for 
degrees of suffering, and that Dante’s picture of this eternal 
inferno with its grades and levels is legitimate? Whatever 
of that, in our Gospel scene we have on the one hand the 
destructive and yet ultimately helpless demons, and on the 
other hand the all-holy and all-powerful Christ. Let us 
place ourselves in our Gospel scene and make our choice 
once again. Let us place ourselves definitively in the 
company of Christ and renounce anything that might 
smack of the devil and his ways. Satan has no future, but 
Christ’s kingdom will never end. As the devils know all 
too well, there is an appointed time when he will come and 
then there will be only happiness or torment. Let the 
thought of this help to protect us in time of temptation. 

So, dear friend, what is it to be - Christ or Satan? Let 
us not try placing a bet both ways, but rather one or the 
other - and, of course, it has to be only for Christ. In the 
book of Revelation Christ says that if we are neither hot 
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nor cold he will spit us out of his mouth. As St Ignatius 
Loyola puts it in his famous Spiritual Exercises, there are 
two standards flying aloft. One is that of Christ and the 
other is that of Satan. Let us take our stand with Christ and 
don the armour and weapons of Christ. That weapon, that 
armour is the Cross. Let us carry it in company with 
Jesus, holding it aloft and singing for joy. It is the sword 
and shield of victory. 

-- 
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Thursday of the Thirteenth Week of Ordinary Time 


Entrance Antiphon Ps 47 (46): 2 All peoples, clap your 
hands. Cry to God with shouts of joy! 

Collect O God, who through the grace of adoption chose 
us to be children of light, grant, we pray, that we may not 
be wrapped in the darkness of error but always be seen to 
stand in the bright light of truth. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Genesis 22:lb-19; Psalm 115:1-6, 8-9; 

Matthew 9:1-8 

After entering a boat, Jesus made the crossing, and 
came into his own town. And there people brought to him 
a paralytic lying on a stretcher. When Jesus saw their 
faith, he said to the paralytic, “Courage, child, your sins 
are forgiven. ” At that, some of the scribes said to 
themselves, “This man is blaspheming. ” Jesus knew what 
they were thinking, and said, :Why do you harbour evil 
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thoughts? Which is easier, to say, ‘Your sins are forgiven, ’ 
or to say, ‘Rise and walk ’? But that you may know that the 
Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins he 
then said to the paralytic, “Rise, pick up your stretcher, 
and go home. ” He rose and went home. When the crowds 
saw this they were struck with awe and glorified God who 
had given such authority to men. (Matthew 9:1-8) 

Forgiveness Various things caused astonishment 
among the people at the sight of our Lord engaged in his 
public ministry. The ease with which he worked truly 
extraordinary miracles, the authority with which he taught 
and pronounced on God and the entire life of religion, the 
confidence with which he silenced his opponents, these and 
many other features of his Person and work captivated the 
people and disconcerted his enemies. But in the eyes of the 
leaders especially, but also of the people, there was one 
kind of act which especially surprised them. It was his 
calm and effortless forgiveness of sins. Who is there in the 
entire Old Testament who took on himself such a ministry 
and who exercised such an authority? Who is there in all 
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human history who did this? I am not aware of any other 
religious figure who presumed to forgive the sins of people 
on his own authority. In our passage today Christ does not 
pray to the Father asking that in his mercy he forgive the 
sins of this person who was sick, nor does he declare that 
he has the prophetic message that the Father has forgiven 
the sins of this person. No, on his own authority he 
forgives him his sins. It is as if he places himself directly 
in the position of God against whom the sins have been 
committed, and as one who is in God’s place he forgives 
the person his sins because he has every right and full 
power to do so. And it is thus that the scribes interpret our 
Lord’s action. They regard him as having blasphemed: 
“Courage, child, your sins are forgiven.” At that, some of 
the scribes said to themselves, “This man is blaspheming ” 
(Matthew 9:1-8). A mere man has no authority to act as 
God would and could act, and our Lord knew that this was 
the issue in their minds. That our Lord accepted that it was 
the issue is clear from his response: “ But that you may 
know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive 
sins he then said to the paralytic, ‘Rise, pick up your 
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stretcher, and go home ” Christ forgave as God forgives 
and he healed as God heals. 

That is to say, the man Jesus was acting as God acts 
and indeed on various occasions in the Gospel he claims to 
be God — without, of course, claiming to be the Father. 
But this action is the prelude to something almost as 
astonishing. Christ later confers this very authority to 
forgive sins on the Twelve. Having shown in his public 
ministry that he has authority to forgive sins, having shown 
in his public ministry that his mission was to take away 
sins, and in the fullness of time having shown how he 
would take those sins away (by his death and resurrection), 
he confers the power to forgive sins on others so that they 
may take this blessing of the remission of sins to the whole 
world. On rising from the dead he appeared to the Eleven 
that very evening. At that first meeting with the Eleven as 
a group he conferred on them the Holy Spirit especially to 
go out on his behalf and to forgive sins. “ Receive the Holy 
Spirit, ” he said to them. “Whose sins you forgive they are 
forgiven them, and whose sins you retain they are 
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retained .” How extraordinary this would have seemed to 
our Lord’s enemies and indeed to all, had he done this 
during his public ministry in their presence! But no, he 
does this in the exclusive presence of the Eleven, just as he 
instituted the holy Eucharist in their exclusive presence at 
the Last Supper the night before he died. The authority to 
forgive sins which he himself had exercised during his 
public ministry in the presence even of his enemies (such 
as the scribes) he now entrusts to the Eleven for them to 
exercise in the mission for which he was now empowering 
them. This power to forgive sins is handed down to the 
successors of the Apostles by means of the apostolic 
succession and to all those ordained by those successors to 
the ministerial priesthood. It is very evident from the 
Gospels that this ministry of the forgiveness of sins must 
be at the forefront of the work of bishops and priests. 

At times I come across persons who object to the 
confession of sins to the ordained priest, saying that anyone 
can seek forgiveness from God in prayer and obtain God’s 
forgiveness. What has any particular man to do with this? 
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But Christ’s plan was that there be a specific Sacrament for 
the forgiveness of sin. He forgave sins, and on rising from 
the dead he entrusted this ministry to the Twelve and to the 
ordained ministerial priesthood. Let us have a profound 
appreciation of the Sacrament of Penance and make it a 
regular and genuine feature of our Christian life. It is a 
principal blessing of being a Catholic, and a principal 
reason for being a Catholic. 

-- 
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Friday of the Thirteenth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 47 (46): 2 All peoples, clap your 
hands. Cry to God with shouts of joy! 

Collect O God, who through the grace of adoption chose 
us to be children of light, grant, we pray, that we may not 
be wrapped in the darkness of error but always be seen to 
stand in the bright light of truth. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Genesis 23:1-4, 19; 24:1-8, 62-67; 

Psalm 106:lb-2, 3-4a, 4b-5; Matthew 9:9-13 

As Jesus passed by, he saw a man named Matthew 
sitting at the customs post. He said to him, “Follow me. ” 
And he got up and followed him. While he was at table in 
his house, many tax collectors and sinners came and sat 
with Jesus and his disciples. The Pharisees saw this and 
said to his disciples, “ Why does your teacher eat with tax 
collectors and sinners?” He heard this and said, “Those 
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who are well do not need a physician, but the sick do. Go 
and learn the meaning of the words, I desire mercy, not 
sacrifice. I did not come to call the righteous but sinners. ” 
(Matthew 9:9-13) 

Following Christ At various times in history great 
changes have come to a people or society, and often it has 
been due to the change of mind of the ruler or chief persons 
in that society. All this stands to reason. Constantine 
converted to the Christian religion and the Roman Empire 
soon after found itself with Christianity as its official 
religion. That having been said, we must not overlook the 
slow, silent and yet decisive role played by the little person 
in bringing about momentous changes. Consider 
Constantine again. Constantine’s conversion would have 
been unimaginable had it not been for the nearly three 
centuries of unconquerable Christian witness amid 
inexorable persecution. That witness was sustained by the 
little person. What the ordinary person does in his ordinary 
life is very important in the providence of God. The 
Roman Empire became Christian because of the intrepid 
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lives of ordinary Christians. Consider what happened after 
the fall of the Roman Empire in the West due to the 
barbarian invasions. Over some three or four hundred 
years of what we commonly call the Dark Ages, 
Christianity again triumphed. Europe emerged as a 
Christian phenomenon. This was due to the ordinary lay 
faithful, the ordinary priest, the ordinary monk, the 
ordinary bishop, the ordinary missionary faithfully working 
amid immense difficulties of Viking and other barbarian 
invasions, together with innumerable upsets. With this 
hidden stream of witness going on, the outstanding 
individuals who emerged or led the Church were able to 
have their due effect. The point is that the ordinary 
Christian has immense importance in the providence of 
God, and in Christ’s saving presence in the Church and in 
history. Now then, with this in mind let us contemplate our 
Lord in our Gospel today (Matthew 9:9 13). He is passing 
by and he sees an ordinary tax collector at his customs 
post. He called him to follow him. An ordinary event in 
an ordinary life, but viewed from the broad perspective of 
God’s saving work, it was momentous. 
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There is no reason to think that Matthew was 
immensely gifted — gifted, possibly, but not 
extraordinarily so. However, he was totally disposed to 
accept the word and call of Christ, and that was the 
important thing for this otherwise ordinary person. He 
offered the obedience of faith. God can do the rest. Look, 
then, at what happened after Matthew’s immediate 
response. Our Lord dined at the house of Matthew and 
“many tax collectors and sinners came and sat with Jesus 
and his disciples ”. Again, they were ordinary persons and 
even less than ordinary in the sense that they were regarded 
as obvious sinners and probably were so in fact. They 
drew near to Christ and chose to be in his company. We 
have no way of telling what became of this in terms of their 
becoming disciples in some sense, but it is surely a picture 
of much of Christian history. Christ and his Church is 
above all a great family of ordinary children of God, 
sinners all, who are called to respond to the call of Christ 
as did Matthew. The little person, the one who is relatively 
unnoticed and yet who is in Christ, has a glorious role to 
play in the course of history and his importance derives 
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from his being in Christ by baptism and grace. If he 
follows the Lamb whithersoever it goes (as the Book of 
Revelation puts it), then God’s work will be done and in 
the long run great things will be achieved. Those ordinary 
tax collectors and sinners who came to sit with Jesus and 
his disciples are the stuff of salvation history. We can all 
identify with them, knowing that our lives will achieve 
their purpose if we live as branches of the great Vine which 
is Christ. Our heavenly Father is the Vinedresser, and fruit 
will most certainly come forth from the Vine. The 
important thing is to do the will of God in our everyday 
life, bearing witness to Jesus in our fidelity and our work. 
Thus will God’s kingdom advance and we who are in Jesus 
will be its instruments, however ordinary and unworthy we 
know ourselves to be. Thus is the ordinary life made thing 
of grandeur. 

Let us never underestimate the importance of the life 
which God in his goodness has given to us. We have but 
one shot, and once it is fired it is all over. That one shot is 
the life we have been given. Let us aim carefully and high. 
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It must hit a high target and that target is union with Christ 
and a full and generous sharing in his work, the redemption 
of mankind. No matter how small on the stage of things 
we feel ourselves to be, let us resolve to do our best. 

-- 
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Saturday of the Thirteenth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 47 (46): 2 All peoples, clap your 
hands. Cry to God with shouts of joy! 

Collect O God, who through the grace of adoption chose 
us to be children of light, grant, we pray, that we may not 
be wrapped in the darkness of error but always be seen to 
stand in the bright light of truth. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Genesis 27:1-5, 15-29; Psalm 135:lb-6; 

Matthew 9:14-17 

The disciples of John approached Jesus and said, 
“Why do we and the Pharisees fast much, but your 
disciples do not fast?’’ Jesus answered them, “Can the 
wedding guests mourn as long as the bridegroom is with 
them? The days will come when the bridegroom is taken 
away from them, and then they will fast. No one patches 
an old cloak with a piece of unshrunken cloth, for its 
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fullness pulls away from the cloak and the tear gets worse. 
People do not put new wine into old wineskins. Otherwise 
the skins burst, the wine spills out, and the skins are 
ruined. Rather, they pour new wine into fresh wineskins, 
and both are preserved. ” (Matthew 9:14-17) 

The Wedding In our Gospel passage today 
Matthew tells us that the disciples of John approached our 
Lord to ask him why his disciples do not fast while they 
and the Pharisees do fast. We could enter into a detailed 
discussion of the meaning of what our Lord says in 
response to this particular question. But I suggest we 
consider one aspect of his response which relates to how he 
describes himself — after all, Christ himself is the object of 
the Gospels. If we understand his person aright then our 
response to his answers and teachings will more likely be 
right too. In answer, our Lord describes himself as the 
Bridegroom and his disciples as the wedding guests 
(Matthew 9:14-17). Now, it is interesting that John’s 
disciples are the ones to whom Christ said this because 
John their master had himself described our Lord — the 
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one who was to come — as the Bridegroom. We read in 
the Gospel of St John (3:29) how John the Baptist, when 
told by his disciples that Jesus’ influence was increasing 
beyond his own, described our Lord as the Bridegroom and 
himself as the friend of the Bridegroom. As the friend of 
the Bridegroom he rejoiced, he told them, to hear the 
arrival of the Bridegroom. So John had described our Lord 
as “die Bridegroom ” and himself as the Bridegroom’s 
friend, and here our Lord describes himself as “die 
Bridegroom ” and his disciples as the Bridegroom’s guests. 
For those steeped in the Old Testament this would surely 
have been an exalted and powerful image. The 
Bridegroom of the Old Testament prophetic books was 
Yahweh God himself. His people were his spouse and 
between him and them there had been established a 
covenant to be likened to marriage. He was a faithful 
Husband, while his spouse was not. I suspect that the very 
name of Yahweh had a connotation similar to that of 
“Bridegroom” because not only did it mean the one who is 
(I am who am), but contained in this was the notion that he 
would be there with them. 7 shad be there , as who I am. 
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Moreover, in the prophetical books Yahweh promises 
a new covenant in which Israel his spouse would be 
empowered to be faithful. Our Lord is saying to John’s 
disciples that the wedding has arrived and that he is the 
Bridegroom. Implicitly he is placing himself in the 
position of Yahweh God himself, and he is saying that the 
promised times have arrived when there would be 
established the definitive covenant between God and his 
people. God was with his people as their Bridegroom and 
the wedding was now in progress. Our Lord is calmly and 
unhesitatingly claiming for himself the status of Messiah, 
and implicitly — to be appreciated in due course — a 
Messiah who is Yahweh God himself. Christ is phrasing 
his self-description in a form which is reminiscent of the 
testimony to him of John himself, and in a form which also 
conjures up some of the most beautiful descriptions of 
Yahweh God in the Old Testament. He is all of this, and 
therefore his disciples have every reason to be rejoicing as 
would the guests at the wedding of the bridegroom. Now, 
all this should profoundly affect our own image of God and 
in particular of Jesus our Lord. His attitude to us, who are 
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in union with him by baptism, is nuptial. His bond with us 
is unbreakable, as is the Christian marriage. As St Paul 
writes in one of his Letters nothing can separate us from 
the love of Christ. This is the kind of religion that has been 
revealed to us by God, and of which by his grace we have 
been made living members. The more we consider it, the 
more wondrous it ought appear. I am not aware that other 
religions describe God in this way nor our relationship with 
him. Does Islam describe God as the Bridegroom of the 
people of Islam? Of course not. Moreover, the suggestion 
that Mahomet is the bridegroom of his people (of Islam) 
would be preposterous to the Muslim world. Allah is the 
Merciful Master who utterly transcends those who believe 
in him and of course the entire world. But the case of 
Christianity is entirely different. Yes, God is utterly 
transcendent of course, but he is also unimaginably close 
and even on familiar terms. He is to be described as the 
Bridegroom , made manifest in Christ the Bridegroom of 
his redeemed people. Such notions far transcend Islam. 
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Let us rejoice in Christ, as would specially invited 
guests at the wedding feast. The wedding has come in the 
life, death and resurrection of Christ and now we are living 
out the divine marriage which will never end. We must be 
faithful to the grace we have been given so as not to be cast 
outside when the Bridegroom comes again. 

-- 
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Fourteenth Sunday of Ordinary Time 


Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 48 (47): 10-11 Your merciful 
love, O God, we have received in the midst of your temple. 
Your praise, O God, like your name, reaches the ends of 
the earth; your right hand is filled with saving justice. 

Collect O God, who in the abasement of your Son have 
raised up a fallen world, fill your faithful with holy joy, for 
on those you have rescued from slavery to sin you bestow 
eternal gladness. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Isaiah 66:10-14c; Psalm 66:1-7, 16, 20; 

Galatians 6:14-18; Luke 10:1-12, 17-20 

At that time the Lord appointed seventy-two others 
whom he sent ahead of him in pairs to every town and 
place he intended to visit. He said to them, “The harvest is 
abundant but the labourers are few; so ask the master of 
the harvest to send out labourers for his harvest. Go on 
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your way; behold, I am sending you like lambs among 
wolves. Carry no money bag, no sack, no sandals; and 
greet no one along the way. Into whatever house you 
enter, first say, ‘Peace to this household. ’ If a peaceful 
person lives there, your peace will rest on him; but if not, it 
will return to you. Stay in the same house and eat and 
drink what is offered to you, for the labourer deserves his 
payment. Do not move about from one house to another. 
Whatever town you enter and they welcome you, eat what 
is set before you, cure the sick in it and say to them, ‘The 
kingdom of God is at hand for you. ’ Whatever town you 
enter and they do not receive you, go out into the streets 
and say, ‘The dust of your town that clings to our feet, even 
that we shake off against you. ’ Yet know this: the kingdom 
of God is at hand. I tell you, it will be more tolerable for 
Sodom on that day than for that town. ” The seventy-two 
returned rejoicing, and said, “Lord, even the demons are 
subject to us because of your name. ” Jesus said, “I have 
observed Satan fall like lightning from the sky. Behold, I 
have given you the power to ‘tread upon serpents’ and 
scorpions and upon the full force of the enemy and nothing 
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will harm you. Nevertheless, do not rejoice because the 
spirits are subject to you, but rejoice because your names 
are written in heaven. ” (Luke 10:1-12, 17-20) 

Glory In our Gospel passage today, our Lord sends 
seventy-two of his disciples out to announce the imminent 
arrival of a kingdom (Luke 10:1-12, 17-20). It is the 
kingdom of God. All through history there have been 
kingdoms after kingdoms, and in our Lord’s day the 
greatest of them was the empire of Rome. Large numbers 
of the chosen people of Israel assumed that the kingdom 
which the prophets had predicted and which would have 
the Messiah as its king would be of the same kind, only 
greater and everlasting. Many thought that the kingdom of 
God would be a great political kingdom not unlike that of 
King David many centuries before, only far greater. God 
would reign in and through the Messiah, God’s anointed 
one. Such would be the Kingdom of God. But as our Lord 
stated in the presence of Pontius Pilate, his kingdom was 
not at all like the kingdoms of this world. As he had said 
during his public ministry, the kingdom of God is within 
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you. By his death and resurrection and by means of his 
Church, God in Christ would be present and glorified 
among men as King of kings and Lord of lords. But now, 
let this thought of the Kingdom, arising from today’s 
Gospel, remind us of what is the ultimate end and purpose 
of all things. The fact is that very many people rarely ask 
themselves what is the ultimate purpose of everything. 
They pragmatically set for themselves their own purposes, 
and live and work accordingly. If you were to walk 
through a busy street of Sydney and stop this or that person 
to ask him what is the purpose of the world and of all 
things, I think you would see a very puzzled look on his 
face. Many might admit to never having thought of the 
matter. Some might say, on reflection, that the purpose of 
the world and of all things is to provide for the needs of 
man. For this reason, they might go on, we must care for 
our planet and our universe and not allow it to be ruined by 
man-made climate changes. Others might say that the 
world does not have an objective end or purpose at all, and 
that it is just there. We find ourselves living in it and we 
just make use of it for our own happiness just as the 
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creatures of the wild make use of their environments. If 
you were to ask them what is the purpose of their own life, 
they might have some answer but it would be a tentative 
one, and it would be even more tentative if the question 
were about the purpose and end of the world and of all 
things. 

But in fact we know what the ultimate purpose and 
end of all things is — the purpose of the world and of the 
life of each one of us. That purpose is the honour and 
glory of God. It is a profound and simple answer to a 
perplexing question and it contains an ocean of meaning 
which if taken to heart will transform a person’s life. It has 
been revealed to us and it casts light on everything. God 
created the world and all that is in it in order to show forth 
his goodness, truth and beauty. The ultimate end of all 
creation is that God be all in all , and in this lies man’s true 
happiness. We were made to find our happiness in God 
being honoured and glorified. So our life ought be lived 
and the world ought be used in such a way that God is 
glorified, and he will be glorified if his will is done. Every 
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time we pray the Lord’s Prayer, we pray that God’s 
Kingdom will come and that his will be done on earth as it 
is done in heaven. We have come from God and he freely 
sustains all things constantly. He gives us the capacity to 
act and he leads us and all things towards fulfilment. That 
fulfilment will come in God being glorified, and he will be 
glorified if we live in union with the Person of Jesus. All 
things and each of us as well, are recapitulated, as St Paul 
puts it, in Christ. We are connected with him, by our 
baptism we live in him, and our true fulfilment is to be 
found in living and dying in union with him. We and all 
things are sustained to give glory to God. But sin ruins this 
plan. Christ our redeemer lived, died and rose to give 
glory to his heavenly Father, and he redeemed mankind so 
that his Father would be glorified and honoured the more. 
The purpose of the Church which Christ founded and 
sustains is in order that in him we might all be able to live 
in such a way that God the most holy Trinity is glorified. 

No matter what might be our vocation or profession in 
life, the end or purpose of life and of all things is that God 
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be honoured and glorified. That is our daily mission. How 
seldom it is that journalists, politicians, legal people, those 
in industry and commerce, families or trades, understand 
that this is the meaning of things. It is this which gives 
direction to life and it is the decisive factor in the daily 
choices that have to be made. St Ignatius Loyola 
formulated a famous motto. It is, “All for the greater glory 
of God.” Let us make our favourite prayer the one we pray 
during the Rosary, Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit, as it was in the beginning, is now 
and ever shall be for ever. 

Further reading : Catechism of the Catholic Church, no. 
293-301 (The world has been created for the glory of God) 

-- 
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Monday of the Fourteenth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 48 (47): 10-11 Your merciful 
love, O God, we have received in the midst of your temple. 
Your praise, O God, like your name, reaches the ends of 
the earth; your right hand is filled with saving justice. 

Collect O God, who in the abasement of your Son have 
raised up a fallen world, fill your faithful with holy joy, for 
on those you have rescued from slavery to sin you bestow 
eternal gladness. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Genesis 28:10-22a; Ps 91:1-4, 14-15ab; 

Matthew 9:18-26 

While Jesus was speaking, an official came forward, 
knelt down before him, and said, “My daughter has just 
died. But come, lay your hand on her, and she will live. ” 
Jesus rose and followed him, and so did his disciples. A 
woman suffering haemorrhages for twelve years came up 
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behind him and touched the tassel on his cloak. She said to 
herself, “If only I can touch his cloak, I shall be cured. ” 
Jesus turned around and saw her, and said, “Courage, 
daughter! Your faith has saved you. ” And from that hour 
the woman was cured. When Jesus arrived at the official’s 
house and saw the flute players and the crowd who were 
making a commotion, he said, “Go away! The girl is not 
dead but sleeping. ” And they ridiculed him. When the 
crowd was put out, he came and took her by the hand, and 
the little girl arose. And news of this spread throughout all 
that land. (Matthew 9:18-26) 

Christ’s love I wonder how many of us appreciate 
the advantage of having the inspired Gospel text constantly 
at hand. It was not so in the first few decades of the infant 
Church. It is generally agreed that the Gospels were 
written only some decades after the resurrection and 
ascension of our Lord. Prior to their writing, the faithful 
were nourished by the preaching and developing Tradition 
of the infant Church. They did not have the full formal 
written text of the New Testament. They had only certain 
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portions of it, depending on where they were and when 
they lived at that time. Many, of course, were not literate 
— for as we know many of the early Christians were of the 
lowest class, even slaves. This is, of course, one reason 
why it is incorrect to think that the revelation of Christ 
comes to us only in the New Testament inspired text (sola 
Scriptura ). The New Testament Scriptures — meaning the 
Gospels, Acts, Letters and Book of Revelation — came to 
the faithful over some decades, and even then the Canon of 
the Scriptures was only decided by the Church long after. 
So then, there was a time in the very early history of the 
Church when the faithful did not have constantly at hand 
much of the inspired text of the New Testament and in 
particular much of the Gospels. As I mentioned, there was 
a time when there was none of it. In its place, though, they 
had a most privileged access to the Church’s Tradition as it 
was being established by the Twelve and those who were 
witnesses of the Lord. We have the Church’s Spirit-guided 
Tradition and we also have the precious gift of the New 
Testament Scriptures, and in particular the inspired text of 
the Gospels. If we remain immersed in the Church’s 
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Tradition and prayerfully and assiduously read the 
Scriptures, daily meditating on the Gospels, we shall be in 
a privileged position to know Christ and his saving 
revelation. Let us then cherish a frequent and daily reading 
of the Gospels, coming to know and love the Person of 
Jesus. So let us turn to today’s Gospel passage with a view 
to contemplating the Person of Christ. 

Consider our Lord’s response to the official who 
comes to him with a request that he come and raise up his 
daughter from the dead. Our Lord at this point in his 
public ministry is pressed on all sides by requests for help 
and healing. He does not simply send the official off with 
a word assuring him that the girl will live, but immediately 
rises to follow him (Matthew 9:18-26). He is gracious and 
constantly in a posture of service for the individual who is 
in need. Matthew adds the detail that his disciples 
followed him, reminding the reader that being a disciple 
means following in the footsteps of Jesus who lives for the 
sake of others. On his way, with the crowd pressing 
around, a woman with a serious health complaint comes up 
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to Jesus and touches his cloak, sure that the touch would 
bring her healing. Again, our Lord turns to her as an 
individual and gives her his personal attention, assuring her 
that her faith has saved her. He arrives at the house, and 
takes the girl by the hand. There is this very personal 
contact. The girl herself is physically touched by the Lord 
and raised to life. Christ does not just deal with humanity 
in general, with the masses. He deals with individual 
persons. Each individual has a high dignity. When 
immersed in the crowds, he has constant thought for the 
individual. All this is to say that Jesus loves not just 
mankind, but he loves me. As St Paul writes, Christ loved 
me and gave himself up for me. If we are ever to 
appreciate this, we must meditate on it and especially with 
the inspired Gospel text in our hand. That is why the gift 
of the inspired Gospels is such a boon for the serious 
Christian, the one who wishes to receive Christ into his 
life. Let us take up the Gospel every day and place 
ourselves in the presence of the risen living Jesus whose 
regard for us is constantly portrayed in the Gospel 
accounts. 
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Jesus loves me and gave himself for me. That is what 
each of us can say with St Paul. The Christian religion 
places the Person of Christ at the centre of life. It involves 
coming to know, love and serve him with all our heart. If 
we are to do this, we must come to know him. The daily 
and prayerful reading of the Gospels are a most privileged 
means of arriving at this personal knowledge of Jesus. Let 
us make this a linchpin of our Christian life. 

-- 
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Tuesday of the Fourteenth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 48 (47): 10-11 Your merciful 
love, O God, we have received in the midst of your temple. 
Your praise, O God, like your name, reaches the ends of 
the earth; your right hand is filled with saving justice. 

Collect O God, who in the abasement of your Son have 
raised up a fallen world, fill your faithful with holy joy, for 
on those you have rescued from slavery to sin you bestow 
eternal gladness. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Genesis 32:23-33; Psalm 17:1b, 2-3, 
6-7ab, 8b and 15; Matthew 9:32-38 

A demoniac who could not speak was brought to 
Jesus, and when the demon was driven out the mute man 
spoke. The crowds were amazed and said, “Nothing like 
this has ever been seen in Israel. ” But the Pharisees said, 
“He drives out demons by the prince of demons. ” Jesus 
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went around to all the towns and villages, teaching in their 
synagogues, proclaiming the Gospel of the Kingdom, and 
curing every disease and illness. At the sight of the 
crowds, his heart was moved with pity for them because 
they were troubled and abandoned, like sheep without a 
shepherd. Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest is 
abundant but the labourers are few; so ask the master of 
the harvest to send out labourers for his harvest. ” 
(Matthew 9:32-38) 

Knowing Christ It is passages such as these that 
give us a window into the heart and the Person of Jesus 
Christ. The gospel accounts show him as unmistakably a 
person of enormous spiritual power. Where in the history 
of religions has there been a person of such spiritual power 
when faced with the demonic? There is no parallel in the 
Old Testament. No prophet showed such power over the 
demons as did Jesus Christ. Is there any parallel in Islam? 
Where is there a record of Mahomet or Zarathustra or 
Buddha doing this? It would be laughable to suggest that 
any of the great military conquerors such as Alexander the 
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Great or Julius Caesar could do the like. With good reason 
do we read in our Gospel passage that “ the crowds were 
amazed and said, ‘Nothing like this has ever been seen in 
Israel . I tend to think that nothing like it had been seen in 
the world. As well as this power over the demonic world, 
he displayed sovereign power over “ every disease and 
illness.'” There was no disease or illness which he could not 
heal, and even death could not defy Christ. He raised 
people from the dead — and of course would rise from the 
dead himself. Who is there in the history of the world who 
can be compared with Jesus of Nazareth in his stream of 
miracles in favour of the sick and the afflicted? Set Christ 
on the world stage and he is seen as having inner power 
beyond compare. On one occasion he calmly, 
unhesitatingly and in the presence of the religious leaders 
forgave the sins of a sick person — and proceeded to back 
up this step by effortlessly healing the person of his 
paralysis. The first thing the average man or woman in 
history thinks of in God is his power. God is the one of 
great power — and revelation informs us that he is actually 
almighty. Whatever God could do, Christ could do. 
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Christ claimed to be God — though not the Father — 
and backed up his claims by his constant display of 
supernatural power. In fact, Christ’s displays of power 
were displays of love and mercy. His power was manifest 
in mercy and compassion. We read in our passage that 
“Jesus went around to all the towns and villages, teaching 
in their synagogues, proclaiming the Gospel of the 
Kingdom, and curing every disease and illness. At the 
sight of the crowds, his heart was moved with pity for them 
because they were troubled and abandoned, like sheep 
without a shepherd .” (Matthew 9:32-38). Power, as it is 
played out in human history, has more often than not been 
far from merciful and compassionate. Not so with Christ. 
His heart was a heart filled with pity for human distress. 
Just as his power was divine, so too was his love divine. 
Each one of us ought every day place ourselves in the 
presence of Jesus who lives with us as the head of his 
Church, and think of his love and his power. As St Paul 
wrote, Christ loved me and delivered himself up for me. 
Each of us can say the same thing. He is our Lord, and he 
is the Lord of lords and King of kings. St Ignatius Loyola 
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in his classic Spiritual Exercises has a famous “Meditation 
on the Kingdom”. The one doing the retreat is invited to 
place himself in the presence of Christ as the King, 
considering him in the context of all those who could be 
considered as worthy of an enthusiastic following. Christ 
is the pre-eminent Lord beyond compare, the one who, 
whatever be the worth of other leaders in the stream of 
human history, is worthy of all our love and zeal. In this 
no one can rank with him, and it is clear from the Gospels 
that Christ himself knew this and claimed it to be so. 

Let us make it our daily business to come to know 
Christ in a truly personal sense. The more we know him 
the more will our love for him have a chance to grow. The 
purpose of life as it has been revealed to us by God is to 
know, love and serve the living risen Jesus, and by means 
of this to see and enjoy God in heaven for ever and ever. 

-- 
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Wednesday of the Fourteenth Week of Ordinary Time 


Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 48 (47): 10-11 Your merciful 
love, O God, we have received in the midst of your temple. 
Your praise, O God, like your name, reaches the ends of 
the earth; your right hand is filled with saving justice. 

Collect O God, who in the abasement of your Son have 
raised up a fallen world, fill your faithful with holy joy, for 
on those you have rescued from slavery to sin you bestow 
eternal gladness. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Genesis 41:55-57; 42:5-7a, 17-24a; 

Psalm 33:2-3, 10-11, 18-19; Matthew 10:1-7 

Jesus summoned his Twelve disciples and gave them 
authority over unclean spirits to drive them out and to cure 
every disease and every illness. The names of the Twelve 
Apostles are these: first, Simon called Peter, and his 
brother Andrew; James, the son of Zebedee, and his 
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brother John; Philip and Bartholomew, Thomas and 
Matthew the tax collector; James, the son of Alphaeus, and 
Thaddeus; Simon the Cananean, and Judas Iscariot who 
betrayed Jesus. Jesus sent out these Twelve after 
instructing them thus, “Do not go into pagan territory or 
enter a Samaritan town. Go rather to the lost sheep of the 
house of Israel. As you go, make this proclamation : ‘The 
Kingdom of heaven is at hand. (Matthew 10:1-7) 

Christ and his Church I remember watching a 
series on Christ and early Christianity that was shown on 
Sydney television a years ago. It was intriguing to notice 
who were the scholars who were interviewed on various 
aspects of the topic and history that was covered. It 
reflected the mindset of the producers of the series. Those 
interviewed were scholars of an outlook that understood 
Jesus of Nazareth to have begun a “movement”. That was 
the word they continually used to describe his work and his 
legacy. He began a “movement” and the “movement” has 
continued to this day in enormous proportions and in 
various forms. The different Christian churches are 
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manifestations of this great unfolding religious 
“movement” that Jesus began. Describing the work of 
Christ in this way puts it in much the same category as that 
of various other founders who began “movements” that 
grew to being great religions. I suppose we could say that 
Buddha began a religious movement and it has grown to 
the proportions that we see it possessing today. Buddha 
does not seem to have instituted a definite society or what 
we might call a clearly structured “church”. He taught and 
set his example, attracted followers and left his legacy. 
Perhaps even Mahomet could be described in these terms, 
allowing for all the obvious differences. But it is plainly 
erroneous to picture Christ in this way. He came 
announcing the arrival of a Kingdom and he would be its 
anointed King. It would be the Kingdom of God, which 
while in the world would not be like the kingdoms of the 
world. He would establish it and it would endure forever. 
By means of its advance, God’s rule over the hearts of men 
would come about, and the aim was that all men would be 
subjects of this spiritual Kingdom. Just before he ascended 
into heaven Christ told his disciples that they were to go to 
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the whole world and make disciples of all the nations. 
Baptism would mark the entry of a person into this 
Kingdom. Where would this Kingdom be found and 
visibly located? This spiritual Kingdom of Christ would be 
found in his Church, and through his Church the Kingdom 
would extend in space and time. 

In our Gospel today (Matthew 10:1-7) we see Christ 
making the first concrete steps to form the visible structure 
of his Kingdom to be found and embodied in his Church. 
He would be the head of his Church, and in and through his 
Church he would bring his Kingdom to the hearts of men. 
By means of his Church this Kingdom would have its 
officers who would act in his name. He had attracted 
numerous disciples, but now he formally selects the 
Twelve to be th e foundation stones of his Church. He then 
sends them out in a work that empowers them to share in 
his mission at that stage: it was a harbinger of what was to 
come after he had gone. He would be with them and they 
would act in his name wielding the power he had entrusted 
to them. Further in his ministry he would appoint one of 
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them, Simon, to be the visible rock of his Church and to be 
the one who would hold and use the keys to the Kingdom 
of heaven. All this is to say that Christ did not just begin a 
simple even if powerful “movement”. He established a 
definite Kingdom — the rule and lordship of God his 
Father — the locale and instrument of which was his 
Church. The Twelve (reminiscent of the patriarchs of the 
twelve tribes of Israel) were its foundation stones and he 
the cornerstone. He himself — the fullness of the 
Kingdom — is to be found in this Church and the riches he 
won for mankind and which are found in him are to be 
dispensed by the one who holds the keys. The Twelve and 
the Church built on the visible rock who is their chief, 
Peter, is an institution which is all very visible, all very 
concrete and tangible and in no sense is it a mere 
“movement.” What Christ inaugurated had a definite 
structure and plan which, under the guidance of the Holy 
Spirit whom he and the Father sent, has unfolded according 
to the constitution established by him who is its Lord. That 
is to say, from Christ came his Church, and the Church is 
his body. Christ established a Kingdom here on earth. 
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Where is it? It is to be found in his Church, and it is 
advanced by his Church. 

Let us reject the cry that is occasionally heard, Christ 
yes, the Church no. Not at all! Christ is the head and the 
bridegroom of his Church. His plan is that we become 
subjects of his Kingdom by being members of his Church, 
for his Church is his body and his spouse. Let us enter into 
and maintain full communion with his Church, knowing 
that in doing this we enter into full communion with Christ 
who is the Church’s Lord, head and bridegroom. 

-- 
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Thursday of the Fourteenth Week of Ordinary Time 


Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 48 (47): 10-11 Your merciful 
love, O God, we have received in the midst of your temple. 
Your praise, O God, like your name, reaches the ends of 
the earth; your right hand is filled with saving justice. 

Collect O God, who in the abasement of your Son have 
raised up a fallen world, fill your faithful with holy joy, for 
on those you have rescued from slavery to sin you bestow 
eternal gladness. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Genesis 44:18-21, 23b-29; 45:1-5; 

Psalm 105:16-21; Matthew 10:7-15 

Jesus said to his Apostles: “As you go, make this 
proclamation: ‘The Kingdom of heaven is at hand. ’ Cure 
the sick, raise the dead, cleanse the lepers, drive out 
demons. Without cost you have received; without cost you 
are to give. Do not take gold or silver or copper for your 
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belts; no sack for the journey, or a second tunic, or 
sandals, or walking stick. The labourer deserves his keep. 
Whatever town or village you enter, look for a worthy 
person in it, and stay there until you leave. As you enter a 
house, wish it peace. If the house is worthy, let your peace 
come upon it; if not, let your peace return to you. Whoever 
will not receive you or listen to your words go outside that 
house or town and shake the dust from your feet. Amen, I 
say to you, it will be more tolerable for the land of Sodom 
and Gomorrah on the day of judgment than for that town. ” 
Jesus sent out these Twelve after instructing them thus, 
“Do not go into pagan territory or enter a Samaritan town. 
Go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. As you 
go, make this proclamation : ‘The Kingdom of heaven is at 
hand. (Matthew 10:7-15) 

The Kingdom Any reader of the Gospels will 
notice how frequently our Lord refers to the kingdom of 
heaven, or the kingdom of God. It is the term he uses in 
announcing his message and the reason for his call to 
repentance. After being baptized by John the Baptist, he 
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begins preaching “ Repent, for the kingdom of God is at 
hand.” We ourselves have perhaps lost a sense of the 
concrete character which this term “kingdom” and 
“kingdom of heaven” evoked. History had been 
characterized by the coming and the passing of kingdoms, 
and the announcement of the imminent appearance of a 
“kingdom” always aroused anticipation and concern. We 
remember the reaction of Herod when the Magi came from 
the East to see the infant king. We think of Pilate asking 
our Lord if he was a “king” and our Lord replying that yes 
he was, but his “kingdom” was not of this world. A 
“kingdom” was (and is) a very concrete thing and we ought 
try to regain the sense of this. As the Scriptures had 
foretold, God’s “kingdom” was coming and it would never 
end. We see expressions of this in Genesis, in the 
prophets, the book of Daniel, the historical books and 
others, and our Lord now announces that it was at hand. In 
today’s Gospel passage (Matthew 10:7-15), he sends out 
the Twelve to the lost sheep of the house of Israel to 
proclaim this good news everywhere. The miracles and 
exorcisms they were to perform were signs of the joyous 
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and blessed character of this kingdom. The danger was, of 
course, that the term was so concrete a one that the people 
and the Apostles themselves would tend to regard this 
kingdom as like the kingdoms of this world bringing with it 
a political rather than a spiritual freedom, a temporal rather 
than a spiritual and personal sovereignty. Despite the 
danger it was a kingdom no less for that. Christ came to 
conquer, and his kingdom would never end. 

The kingdom of God is real, concrete and very 
definite. It has a king, Jesus the Messiah, anointed by the 
Holy Spirit. The most striking thing about this kingdom is 
that it is constituted in Jesus himself. One becomes a 
citizen of this kingdom by being incorporated into the 
Person of Jesus and this is done by believing in him and by 
baptism. If we believe in him and in what he has revealed, 
as it is taught by the Twelve and the Church which Christ 
built on them, and if we are baptized into his Church, we 
shall be “in Christ” and he in us. The kingdom of God 
consists of all those who are in Christ as branches of the 
vine. Christ is the vine, the Father is the vinedresser. The 
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life of the kingdom is our life in Christ and that comes with 
and is the gift of the Holy Spirit. It is what the Church 
calls the life of grace, and it is the gift of God to man as a 
result of the death and resurrection of Christ. This 
“kingdom” of Christ and God is not just some amorphous 
and vague spiritual reality somewhat like the air we breathe 
and the atmosphere around us. It is all this in a certain 
sense, but it is also a very definite thing in character with 
its being a “kingdom”. The kingdom of God is localized 
and can be seen. It has its outward form and can be 
pointed to. It has its governance and its clearly-defined 
life. Where is it? In the first instance it is in the Church of 
which Christ is head and which he sustains. The Twelve 
are its foundation stones and it is built by Christ on them, 
and in particular on the one he appointed to be its visible 
rock and to hold the keys. That Rock is Peter and his 
successors. Yes, it is a very definite and identifiable 
kingdom and its defining Presence is the Person of Jesus 
abiding in his Church. By being incorporated into him we 
are citizens of this kingdom, and our vocation is to be 
transformed into him. This glorious drama is played out in 
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the Church Christ founded to bring his Person and 
blessings to all mankind. 

Let us endeavour to recover a sense of the freshness 
and very concrete reality of the “kingdom of God”. Let us 
remember its character of hard fact bringing great changes 
to the life of all its citizens. Above all let us remember that 
in its essence it involves life in Jesus who abides in his 
Church. As St Paul puts it in one of his Letters, this is the 
mystery now revealed, Christ in you, your hope of glory. 

-- 
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Friday of the Fourteenth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 48 (47): 10-11 Your merciful 
love, O God, we have received in the midst of your temple. 
Your praise, O God, like your name, reaches the ends of 
the earth; your right hand is filled with saving justice. 

Collect O God, who in the abasement of your Son have 
raised up a fallen world, fill your faithful with holy joy, for 
on those you have rescued from slavery to sin you bestow 
eternal gladness. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Genesis 46:1-7, 28-30; Psalm 37:3-4, 
18-19, 27-28, 39-40; Matthew 10:16-23 

Jesus said to his Apostles: “ Behold, I am sending you 
like sheep in the midst of wolves; so be shrewd as serpents 
and simple as doves. But beware of men, for they will hand 
you over to courts and scourge you in their synagogues, 
and you will be led before governors and kings for my sake 
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as a witness before them and the pagans. When they hand 
you over, do not worry about how you are to speak or what 
you are to say. You will be given at that moment what you 
are to say. For it will not be you who speak but the Spirit 
of your Father speaking through you. Brother will hand 
over brother to death, and the father his child; children 
will rise up against parents and have them put to death. 
You will be hated by all because of my name, but whoever 
endures to the end will be saved. When they persecute you 
in one town, flee to another. Amen, I say to you, you will 
not finish the towns of Israel before the Son of Man 
comes. ” (Matthew 10:16-23) 

Bearing witness When I was young, a priest in 
charge of our formation used to stress the danger of what 
he called “human respect.” By that he meant that the 
worldly expectations and values of those with whom one 
associates can constitute a true danger to one’s fidelity to 
Christian values. Why? The reason lies in our perfectly 
natural and God-given desire to be socially accepted. We 
crave the respect of human society. If this is denied us 
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because of what we choose to do, it will cause us suffering. 
I remember years ago in one parish I served in, there was 
one Catholic couple who could not get one of their children 
to go to Sunday Mass. As it turned out the reason was that 
the boy’s friends who lived in the same street nearby would 
tease and mock him for going to Mass. Human respect was 
extremely powerful in that boy’s life as it is in the life of 
everyone. The only way it can be overcome is by force of 
something that is held to be even more important, such as 
one’s religion and the God who is worshipped and served 
in it. The priest I mentioned earlier who was often warning 
us against the power of “human respect” was not only 
thinking of its effect in the life of an individual Christian. 
He was thinking also of its effect in the life of Christian 
communities and families and religious institutes. 
Gradually the influence of the world’s expectations, and 
the values of a secular society as it is exemplified in one’s 
associates and companions, can be accepted through fear of 
ridicule and rejection or through the attraction of greater 
ease and convenience. The upshot can be that a whole 
institute or community can be led into the broad way of the 
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world and away from the demanding path of Christ. 
Families can stray from the Christian faith because of their 
acceptance of a contrary and worldly example. The church 
in a certain locality or country can in this way decline and 
society itself can gradually become less Christian. The 
hard-won evangelization of a culture can gradually 
evaporate because of undue respect for the approval of 
others. Human respect is a power that competes with 
respect for God and love for his regard. 

In our Gospel today our Lord solemnly warns his 
Apostles — and therefore the entire Church of which they 
were the foundation stones — of the hatred and persecution 
of men. Bearing witness to Christ’s name will bring the 
scorn, the disregard, the ridicule, the vituperation, and even 
active persecution of men (as we see in communist 
countries such as China and in certain Islamic societies). 
Of course, from age to age the form of rejection and 
persecution will vary. In a society which has learnt 
(through Christian influence) that human rights and 
conscience are to be respected, an active and physical 
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persecution is unlikely. But other forms of persecution can 
be just as virulent. Pope Benedict XVI famously referred 
to the “dictatorship of relativism,” so rampant in Western 
secular culture and which can be so intolerant of Christian 
orthodoxy. The point here is that our Lord’s warning in 
today’s Gospel applies to every age while appearing in 
different guises. The tendency to respect and desire human 
approval and to avoid anything which brings down upon 
one’s head the disapproval of those who have influence or 
power, is to be actively guarded against and disciplined. 
Otherwise it will be impossible to withstand what our Lord 
calls being “ hated by all because of my name .” Not only 
must we be vigilant against human respect, but we must 
bear in mind our Lord’s wonderful assurance of divine aid 
in the midst of opposition: “ When they hand you over, do 
not worry about how you are to speak or what you are to 
say. You will be given at that moment what you are to say. 
For it will not be you who speak but the Spirit of your 
Father speaking through you.” (Matthew 10:16-23). We 
ought pray that at all times we shall be alert and open to the 
assistance of the Holy Spirit who abides with the one who 
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is in Jesus. The Holy Spirit bears witness to Jesus and he 
assists those who are called to give this witness to the 
world. This is consoling to know, and we ought pray for a 
lively faith in our Lord’s assurance on this. 

Let us see ourselves in the company of our Lord’s 
Apostles as he sends them out to bear witness to his name. 
We who are Christians and members of Christ’s Church 
founded on the Apostles and on Peter are called to share in 
their mission. We have the Holy Spirit to help us. Let us 
be strong against the temptation to human respect, and 
place our hopes not in the approval of man but in that of 
God. 


Vb»©«dv 
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Saturday of the Fourteenth Week of Ordinary Time 


Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 48 (47): 10-11 Your merciful 
love, O God, we have received in the midst of your temple. 
Your praise, O God, like your name, reaches the ends of 
the earth; your right hand is filled with saving justice. 

Collect O God, who in the abasement of your Son have 
raised up a fallen world, fill your faithful with holy joy, for 
on those you have rescued from slavery to sin you bestow 
eternal gladness. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Genesis 49:29-32; 50:15-26a; Psalm 
105:1-4, 6-7; Matthew 10:24-33 

Jesus said to his Apostles: “No disciple is above his 
teacher, no slave above his master. It is enough for the 
disciple that he become like his teacher, for the slave that 
he become like his master. If they have called the master 
of the house Beelzebul, how much more those of his 
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household! “Therefore do not be afraid of them. Nothing 
is concealed that will not be revealed, nor secret that will 
not be known. What I say to you in the darkness, speak in 
the light; what you hear whispered, proclaim on the 
housetops. And do not be afraid of those who kill the body 
but cannot kill the soul; rather, be afraid of the one who 
can destroy both soul and body in Gehenna. Are not two 
sparrows sold for a small coin? Yet not one of them falls to 
the ground without your Father’s knowledge. Even all the 
hairs of your head are counted. So do not be afraid; you 
are worth more than many sparrows. Everyone who 
acknowledges me before others I will acknowledge before 
my heavenly Father. But whoever denies me before others, 
I will deny before my heavenly Father. ” (Matthew 
10:24-33) 

Trust There is no doubt about it, a lot of things 
can disturb us in this life. Cardinal Newman — that 
outstanding witness to Christian orthodoxy in nineteenth 
century England — states in his famous book Apologia Pro 
Vita Sua (1864) that were it not for the unmistakable 
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witness to God provided by his conscience, the fact of evil 
would be overwhelming for him. He would not be a 
believer. Newman’s statement reminds us that the world 
and life are in a state of immense dysfunction. Disturbance 
is an unavoidable component of the human condition. 
Suffering and frustration beset man from the cradle to the 
grave, and the sooner he understands that this is the pattern 
of life the better, because if he fails to appreciate it, his 
bewilderment and bitterness will be very great. Pope 
Benedict XVI once wrote that each man and woman must 
learn how to live. An essential part of this learning process 
is learning how to deal with life’s unavoidable evils, which 
can at times be crushing. Now, what is the key to learning 
how to deal with suffering? Well, it is obvious that while 
technology and science go some way to dealing with evils, 
it is not the ultimate answer. Philosophy has its place, but 
it too will not suffice — if only because of its uncertainty. 
In the history of man and his cultures man has looked to 
the superior powers for his main aid in the face of evil and 
suffering. I can think of at least one British anthropologist 
(Evans-Pritchard) who maintained that the way evil and 
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suffering is dealt by an indigenous religion is its defining 
feature. Whatever about that suggestion, it is obvious that 
religion is man’s stay and principal resource in his 
recurring confrontation with evil. Characteristically he 
appeals to his gods in dealing with the dysfunction and 
hostility that characterize the forces of this world which is 
his abode. The danger of our age is to disregard faith and 
to look instead wholly to this world for his answers. 

When we turn to divine Revelation — to what God 
has revealed — we immediately see that in his mercy God 
has responded to the evil that inflicts man. In our Gospel 
today our Lord places before us central elements of this 
Revelation. He refers to the disciple who is treated as the 
Master is treated, and to those who can kill the body but 
not the soul. He says, do not fear all this. Think of God 
your heavenly Father and of what he intends for you, and 
live accordingly. We read, “Do not be afraid of those who 
kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather, be afraid of 
the one who can destroy both soul and body in Gehenna. 
Are not two sparrows sold for a small coin? Yet not one of 
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them falls to the ground without your Father’s knowledge. 
Even all the hairs of your head are counted. So do not be 
afraid. You are worth more than many sparrows. 
Everyone who acknowledges me before others I will 
acknowledge before my heavenly Father. But whoever 
denies me before others I will deny before my heavenly 
Father ” (Matthew 10:24-33). So we must acquire the habit 
of living in the presence of God and of living in the light of 
his revealed plan for us, while doing what we can to 
overcome the evils and sufferings that bear down upon us. 
Ultimately we must live in the unseen arms of God and 
draw light and abiding consolation from his revealed plan. 
This requires faith. As St John puts it in his inspired 
Letter, “this is the victory over the world, our faith.'’'’ Faith 
in God and in his revelation gives us the victory over the 
forces around us and within us that can crush us. 
Ultimately those forces derive from sin, and sin has been 
overcome by Christ. Christ is man’s light and Christ is 
man’s stay, and though he walk through the valley of 
darkness, he need not fear. So we must not be afraid. 
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That is our Lord’s message in today’s Gospel. This 
was the inaugural message of Pope St John Paul II as he 
began his pontificate in October of 1978. Do not be afraid! 
Open the doors to Christ! Let us resolve then always to 
live in the light of God and his revelation. Let us live as if 
we have seen the unseen, and this we shall do if we live by 
a lively faith in the Person of Christ who is the revelation 
of the Father. If we do this and bear witness before men to 
this faith, Christ will bear witness to us before his heavenly 
Father. 
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Fifteenth Sunday of Ordinary Time 


Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 17 (16): 15 As for me, injustice 
I shall behold your face; I shall be filled with the vision of 
your glory. 

Collect O God, who show the light of your truth to those 
who go astray, so that they may return to the right path, 
give all who for the faith they profess are accounted 
Christians the grace to reject whatever is contrary to the 
name of Christ and to strive after all that does it honour. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Deuteronomy 30:10-14; Psalm 69:14, 
17, 30-31, 33-34, 36, 37 or Psalm 19:8-11; Colossians 
1:15-20; Luke 10:25-37 

There was a scholar of the law who stood up to test 
him and said, “Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal 
life?” Jesus said to him, “What is written in the law? How 
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do you read it? ” He said in reply, You shall love the Lord, 
your God, with all your heart, with all your being, with all 
your strength, and with all your mind, and your neighbour 
as yourself. ” He replied to him, “You have answered 
correctly; do this and you will live. ” But because he 
wished to justify himself, he said to Jesus, “And who is my 
neighbour? ” Jesus replied, “A man fell victim to robbers 
as he went down from Jerusalem to Jericho. They stripped 
and beat him and went off leaving him half-dead. A priest 
happened to be going down that road, but when he saw 
him, he passed by on the opposite side. Likewise a Levite 
came to the place, and when he saw him, he passed by on 
the opposite side. But a Samaritan traveller who came 
upon him was moved with compassion at the sight. He 
approached the victim, poured oil and wine over his 
wounds and bandaged them. Then he lifted him up on his 
own animal, took him to an inn, and cared for him. The 
next day he took out two silver coins and gave them to the 
innkeeper with the instruction, ‘Take care of him. If you 
spend more than what I have given you, I shall repay you 
on my way back. ’ Which of these three, in your opinion, 
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was neighbour to the robbers’ victim?” He answered, 
“The one who treated him with mercy. ” Jesus said to him, 
‘‘Go and do likewise. ” (Luke 10:25-37) 

The Good Samaritan The story of the Good 
Samaritan is one of the most famous stories of world 
literature and has inspired countless Christians to a life of 
service to those in need. In Australia there is one Institute 
of women religious founded in the nineteenth century that 
takes the Good Samaritan for its very name. Our Lord told 
the story in explanation of the Old Testament divine 
command to love. In order to gain eternal life we must 
love God with all our heart and our neighbour as ourself. 
Christ subsequently added a new element to this command, 
that we are to love one another as he loves us. Love for 
one’s neighbour is a central requirement for salvation. In 
our Lord’s description of the Last Judgment as narrated in 
the Gospel of St Matthew (chapter 25), our judgment 
hinges on how we have treated our neighbour, particularly 
the one in need. Christ our Judge will regard what we do 
to the least in need as having been done to himself. In our 


- 1576 - 



Gospel today (Luke 10:25-37), the question directed to our 
Lord is, who is my neighbour? In effect the question is, 
exactly who am I to love as myself? Is it the one with 
whom I have God-given natural ties and for whom I have 
natural responsibilities? Our Lord’s answer is, I am to love 
as myself all who are in need and whom I am able to help. 
In the story the priest and the Levite pass by the wounded 
man in need. They are able to help him but they do not. 
They are breaking God’s fundamental law of love, the 
observance of which is necessary for salvation. A 
foreigner and one who is not of their religion comes by and 
sees the man in need and serves him at personal cost and 
inconvenience. Our Lord holds up the example of that 
compassionate Samaritan and says, Go and do the same 
yourself. Be like that heretic. The question we can go on to 
ask is, in just what circumstances is the average person to 
do this? 

Many interpret our Lord’s teaching in this story as 
applying to special initiatives we can take for those in 
need, initiatives that are over and above the ordinary duties 
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of everyday life. For instance, the St Vincent de Paul 
members walk in the footsteps of the Good Samaritan, 
visiting persons in material need in their own free time and 
assisting those who are not otherwise helped by the various 
institutions of society. Again, parish catechists involve 
themselves in very important spiritual works of mercy, 
visiting the state schools in their own free time, teaching 
children who lack the critically important knowledge of the 
Catholic Faith. They are Good Samaritans assisting every 
week considerable numbers of young people in spiritual 
need. Many other examples of spiritual and corporal works 
of mercy to those in need could be mentioned that every 
parish invites all parishioners to consider giving of their 
time to engage in. However, our Lord’s teaching does not 
apply only to this kind of loving service to those in need. 
He is speaking of the love for others that ought permeate 
our entire life in whatever circumstance we find ourselves 
and whatever might be our calling or profession. It must 
be remembered that the characteristic situation of the lay 
faithful is in the world. He lives in the world of family and 
work and daily acquaintances, and his life is largely one of 
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service in that context. His life is inextricably bound up 
with the world and by means of this involvement in the 
world the Church herself is made present there. It is 
largely through the lay person that the Church brings Christ 
into the world. The Church is present in society, in family 
life, in the myriad forms of daily work, in commerce and in 
political and legislative action precisely through and in the 
lay faithful. 

This means that the lay person in the world must live 
and act as an instrument of Christ and his Church right 
there in his daily situation in the world. It means that 
precisely there he must constantly be a Good Samaritan, 
whom our Lord says we must imitate. In his family life the 
lay member of Christ’s Church must be the Good 
Samaritan serving the one in spiritual or material need. In 
his daily profession and work he must be the Good 
Samaritan serving those in need as would Christ. Imagine 
Christ and his foster-father Joseph at their daily work and 
profession in Nazareth all those years. They embodied to a 
perfect degree the spirit of the Good Samaritan in everyday 
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life. It means taking to heart the needs of the common 
good in society and doing all possible to ensure that civil 
and political life and all legislation serve those in need. In 
God’s plan society itself and all its laws and institutions 
ought be imbued with the spirit of the Good Samaritan. 
Christ would say to every country and culture and 
institution, go and do what the Good Samaritan did. The 
mission of the lay faithful in Christ’s Catholic Church is so 
to live and work in family and society that the spirit of the 
Good Samaritan, which is nothing other than the spirit of 
Christ himself who became poor that we might be rich, 
pervades all of life be it personal, social, economic, legal, 
political, national and international. Christ, having told the 
parable of the Good Samaritan, says to each of us and to 
the entire world, Go and do the same yourself. If we and 
the world neglect to do this, God will judge us and the 
world accordingly. 

Further reading : The Catechism of the Catholic Church, 
no.1913-1916 (Responsibility and participation) 

-- 


- 1580 - 





Monday of the Fifteenth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 17 (16): 15 As for me, injustice 
I shall behold your face; I shall be filled with the vision of 
your glory. 

Collect O God, who show the light of your truth to those 
who go astray, so that they may return to the right path, 
give all who for the faith they profess are accounted 
Christians the grace to reject whatever is contrary to the 
name of Christ and to strive after all that does it honour. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Exodus 1:8-14, 22; Psalm 124: lb-8; 

Matthew 10:34-11:1 

Jesus said to his Apostles: “Do not think that I have 
come to bring peace upon the earth. I have come to bring 
not peace but the sword. For I have come to set a man 
against his father, a daughter against her mother, and a 
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daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law; and one’s 
enemies will be those of his household. “Whoever loves 
father or mother more than me is not worthy of me, and 
whoever loves son or daughter more than me is not worthy 
of me; and whoever does not take up his cross and follow 
after me is not worthy of me. Whoever finds his life will 
lose it, and whoever loses his life for my sake will find it. 
“Whoever receives you receives me, and whoever receives 
me receives the one who sent me. Whoever receives a 
prophet because he is a prophet will receive a prophet’s 
reward, and whoever receives a righteous man because he 
is righteous will receive a righteous man’s reward. And 
whoever gives only a cup of cold water to one of these little 
ones to drink because he is a disciple - amen, I say to you, 
he will surely not lose his reward. ” When Jesus finished 
giving these commands to his Twelve disciples, he went 
away from that place to teach and to preach in their towns. 
(Matthew 10:34—11:1) 

Christ Jesus It is not easy to think of a person in 
history who, while being universally allowed to have been 
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good and holy, required of his disciples such absolute 
devotion to his very person as did Jesus Christ. Consider 
Buddha, Confucius, Mahomet. Did they require that 
people be prepared to lose their lives for their sakes, with 
the guarantee that if they did they would find and regain 
their lives? They made claims for the authority and truth of 
their teaching, but as far as I am aware they did not make 
their own persons the object of the life of their disciples. 
Not so Jesus Christ, for he did just this. His teaching is to 
be followed whatever be the cost, but this is to flow from 
total devotion to his very Person. Our Gospel passage 
today is one of several that could be cited in which Christ 
calmly presents himself as the supreme value in each 
person’s life. Because of this, he states, his coming will 
cause profound division within many families and one’s 
“enemies” could well come from one’s own family and 
household. For the disciple, the Person and teaching of 
Christ is to be utterly non-negotiable, whatever be the 
consequences for one’s personal life and natural family and 
social ties. No one is to be preferred before Jesus, and 
“whoever loves father or mother more than me is not 
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worthy of me, and whoever loves son or daughter more 
than me is not worthy of me; and whoever does not take up 
his cross and follow after me is not worthy of me ” 
(Matthew 10:34-11:1). This absolute personal devotion to 
the Founder appears to be a very distinctive feature of the 
Christian religion. Christ himself is its object. No 
patriarch or prophet in Judaism demands the like, nor does, 
say, the founder of Islam. Christ’s claims and 
requirements are no different from that of God himself. 
Jesus Christ makes that very claim. The one who sees him 
sees the Father. For this reason he is the Way, the Truth 
and the Life. Full acceptance of his teaching, whatever be 
the consequences to life and relationships and possessions, 
flows from this devotion to his Person. 

This all stands to reason. The Christian has drawn 
near in faith to the Person of Jesus, and in his prayerful 
reading or hearing of the words of the Gospels, he has 
heard him speak. The Christian keeps Christ company day 
by day and comes to know him as a real and living Person. 
Christ has to be discovered as a living Person, and it is 
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necessary to approach him and to be with him as were the 
Twelve to whom our Lord speaks in today’s Gospel. The 
Person of Christ is not just an academic study as one would 
study the stars and come to a learned view as to the 
existence and nature of this or that galaxy or distant planet. 
He is not just an intellectual challenge posed by the belief 
and witness of many fervent Christians — even though he 
can be all this too. Rather, Christ is a Person who now 
lives as risen from the dead. He is approached by listening 
with prayer and faith to the proclamation of the Church and 
her Scriptures. I remember many years ago watching a 
movie, the story of which was about some early Christians 
in the Roman Empire. There was one memorable scene in 
which a pagan Roman officer, who loved a Christian girl, 
prayed for a Christian facing the wild animals in the 
Colosseum. He said, Christ, if you exist, help him! That 
Roman officer in the movie who so prayed, became a 
Christian. He turned to Christ as to a real Person. Christ is 
not just an academic challenge. He is a living unseen 
Person who, therefore, has to be personally approached if 
he is ever to be known. Once one comes to know him one 
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must stay in his company, listening to him with openness 
of heart until love dawns and flowers. The Christian is one 
who has come to see that in Christ is to be found every 
heavenly blessing. In him is present the fullness of the 
godhead bodily. He is man’s all. In having him we have 
everything. We show our faith and love for his Person by a 
total assent to his teaching as it comes to us in the 
Tradition, the teaching and the Scriptures of the Church he 
founded. 

As we listen to the words of our Lord in today’s 
Gospel asking from the Twelve their total and undivided 
devotion to his Person, let us understand that those words 
are addressed to us as well. The Twelve were the 
foundation stones of the Church Christ founded. He is the 
head and the cornerstone. We who are baptized are part of 
that living Temple, and our calling as Christians is to make 
Christ the object of our life and to bear witness to him and 
his teaching to the world. 

-- 
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Tuesday of the Fifteenth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 17 (16): 15 As for me, injustice 
I shall behold your face; I shall be filled with the vision of 
your glory. 

Collect O God, who show the light of your truth to those 
who go astray, so that they may return to the right path, 
give all who for the faith they profess are accounted 
Christians the grace to reject whatever is contrary to the 
name of Christ and to strive after all that does it honour. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Exodus 2:l-15a; Psalm 69:3, 14, 30-31, 
33-34; Matthew 11:20-24 

Jesus began to reproach the towns where most of his 
mighty deeds had been done, since they had not repented. 
“Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! For if the 
mighty deeds done in your midst had been done in Tyre 
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and Sidon, they would long ago have repented in sackcloth 
and ashes. But I tell you, it will be more tolerable for Tyre 
and Sidon on the day of judgment than for you. And as for 
you, Capernaum: Will you be exalted to heaven? You will 
go down to the netherworld. For if the mighty deeds done 
in your midst had been done in Sodom, it would have 
remained until this day. But I tell you, it will be more 
tolerable for the land of Sodom on the day of judgment 
than for you. ” (Matthew 11:20-24) 

Faith Ever since the Enlightenment, God and 
Christ have been widely understood and presented as being 
purely “benevolent”. By that I mean that the notion of God 
and the image of Christ that have taken root in many 
people’s minds and imaginations exclude the thought and 
possibility of a harsh and irrevocable judgment. Hell is 
deemed to be incompatible with the notion of God, and by 
implication, of Christ. Whatever about the difficulty of 
integrating in our own minds divine justice with divine 
love, we observe in our Gospel passage today our Lord 
doing what prophet after prophet had done before him. He 
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reproached and denounced many of his people and warned 
them of a terrible judgment that was coming. Our Lord is 
clearly doing nothing less than telling the towns in clear 
and graphic terms that they were heading for hell. Hell 
was were they were going. The town where he lived, and 
where he was based for the most part of his public 
ministry, seems to have been Capernaum. What did he say 
to them? “And as for you, Capernaum: Will you be exalted 
to heaven? You will go down to the netherworld. For if the 
mighty deeds done in your midst had been done in Sodom, 
it would have remained until this day. But I tell you, it will 
be more tolerable for the land of Sodom on the day of 
judgment than for you ” (Matthew 11:20-24). It is as plain 
as the day that, as we read in the Gospels, Christ solemnly 
taught that after the death of every person there would be a 
solemn judgment by God, and that there would be only two 
possible upshots of that judgment. The person would go to 
heaven (after being entirely cleansed and sanctified) or he 
would go to hell. Therefore to accept Christ as our God 
and Saviour must include the acceptance of the reality not 
only of heaven for which we were redeemed, but the reality 
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of hell. It is clear from our Lord’s words that hell is no 
fantasy and the people of the towns our Lord mentions 
were heading for hell. They had to repent. 

The second thing to notice is the precise issue for 
which our Lord was so reproachful of the towns. Did he 
reproach Capernaum and the other towns for being 
murderers? No. Did he condemn them for widespread 
adultery or theft? No — at least not in our passage here. 
Did he say that they were going to hell because they 
practised idolatry and worshipped the gods of the 
surrounding peoples? This had been the charge of much 
earlier prophets, but no. Did he say that they would not 
inherit the kingdom of God because they practised sexual 
perversion or because they refused to forgive others? No. 
That is not to say that all these things will not bring the 
judgment of God. They will, as our Lord and the writers of 
the New Testament make abundantly clear. But what our 
Lord rails against in our passage today with such vigour is 
their unbelief. They refused to believe in him and all that 
he claimed. He claimed a lot, but he provided all the 
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evidence they needed to accept his word as the word of 
God. We see throughout our Lord’s public ministry that he 
was seeking faith. He wanted all to believe in him, and he 
taught that everything depended on it. The blessings of 
God coming to man in the Person of his Son Jesus Christ 
depended on his being accepted in faith. If a person 
positively refused to believe after having received the light, 
then there would be awful consequences. Here in our 
passage today our Lord gives vent to his profound concern 
that people had refused to believe in him despite all they 
had been shown. “For if the mighty deeds done in your 
midst had been done in Sodom, it would have remained 
until this day.” Our Lord’s deeds had indeed been mighty 
— who had ever done them before? All this is to say that 
an enormous amount hangs in the balance in respect to the 
free choice to believe in Jesus. Our eternity is bound up in 
the Person of Jesus Christ and in our free assent to his 
word. As our Lord told his disciples before he ascended 
into heaven, the one who refuses to believe will be 
condemned (Mark 16: 16). 
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Let us who have been granted the supernatural gift of 
faith offer thanks to God for the gift, and not take it for 
granted. It has to be cherished and guarded, and it has to 
be lived by. Our faith must be guarded and brought to 
others so that they too might believe. But we must also 
live lives in accord with our Christian faith otherwise, as St 
James says in his Letter, our faith is dead. Faith alone is 
not sufficient, though it is the most necessary thing of all. 
Works must accompany and be the fruit of our faith. What 
we do will be its manifestation. As St James writes, faith 
without works is dead (2: 26). In this way will Christ reign 
in our life and we shall reign with him. 

-- 
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Wednesday of the Fifteenth Week of Ordinary Time 


Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 17 (16): 15 As for me, injustice 
I shall behold your face; I shall be filled with the vision of 
your glory. 

Collect O God, who show the light of your truth to those 
who go astray, so that they may return to the right path, 
give all who for the faith they profess are accounted 
Christians the grace to reject whatever is contrary to the 
name of Christ and to strive after all that does it honour. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Exodus 3: 1-6.9-12; Psalm 1-2; 

Matthew 11:25-27 

At that time Jesus said, I praise you, Father, Lord of 
heaven and earth, because you have hidden these things 
from the wise and learned, and revealed them to little 
children. Yes, Father, for this was your good pleasure. All 
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things have been committed to me by my Father. No-one 
knows the Son except the Father, and no-one knows the 
Father except the Son and those to whom the Son chooses 
to reveal him. (Matthew 11:25-27) 

Knowing God St Thomas Aquinas called Aristotle 
“the Philosopher.” Aristotle was a student of Plato and the 
teacher of Alexander the Great. His extant writings 
(perhaps only a third of the original) range over many 
fields. His writings were the first to create a 
comprehensive system of Western philosophy, 
encompassing morality, aesthetics, logic, science, politics, 
and metaphysics. But that having been said, what, among 
all the things that man may strive to know, is the most 
important? Is it not the ultimate Reality on which all else 
depends? God and his will is the most important thing to 
know, and the most important issue in life is our 
relationship with him. Well, in several portions of his 
work on First Philosophy, Aristotle undertakes to prove 
there is a Supreme Cause. For instance, in his Physics he 
builds on Socrates’ statement that “ Whatever exists for a 
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useful purpose must be the work of an intelligence ”. In the 
same treatise he argues that, although motion is eternal, 
there cannot be an infinite series of movers and of things 
moved. So there must be one, the first in the series — a 
First Cause which is unmoved — in order to provide 
movement to all. In the Metaphysics he shows that there 
must have existed a Being that is pure actuality, and whose 
life is self-contemplating thought. The Supreme Being’s 
desirability caused movement to the universe by moving 
the First Heaven. The First Heaven, attracted by the 
Supreme Being “as the soul is attracted by beauty ”, was 
set in motion, and then imparted its motion to the lower 
spheres and thus finally to our terrestrial world. Aristotle’s 
theodicy, showing that God is the principle of all, was a 
tremendous gain and will ever be of assistance in human 
thought on God. But what does it do for our relationship 
with God and our real knowledge of him as a living 
Person ? How does it compare with, say, what Elijah says 
and shows of God in the Book of Kings, let alone the other 
inspired books of the Bible? 
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What I am pointing to is the grave difficulty of man in 
coming to know God as he is. I take Aristotle as an exalted 
example of the grandeur of human thought, and also of its 
manifest limitations. What is evident in the virtually 
universal presence of religion in human culture and 
society, and in most philosophies up until the aberration of 
modern post-Enlightenment secularism, is the conviction 
that there is an unseen divine realm beyond the visible. On 
this unseen realm, the visible world to some extent 
depends. But beyond that, little is agreed. This fact of 
conflicting testimony, belief, position and systems 
regarding the divine, indicates the immense need of man 
for a divine revelation. I wonder if Aristotle felt the need 
of a divine revelation in order to gain light on the divine. 
Whether or not he felt the need of it, he certainly did need 
it, as has man across the ages. If we are ever to enter into a 
real friendship with a person, we must first come to know 
that person. If ever we are to attain a true friendship with 
God, we must come to know him. God looks with 
kindness and infinite mercy on man’s poor efforts, and will 
reward them with his friendship if he conscientiously keeps 
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them up, but how great a boon for man it has been that 
God, seeing his need, has come to his aid. He has sent his 
Son to take us into his friendship by revealing himself to us 
as he is, together with his divine plan for our salvation and 
sanctification. It is on this basis that man can then make 
truly profitable use of the independent strivings of human 
thought — such as those of the great Aristotle. All of this 
brings us to our Gospel today (Matthew 11:25-27), in 
which our Lord declares that “ No-one knows the Son 
except the Father, and no-one knows the Father except the 
Son and those to whom the Son chooses to reveal him.” 

There is one Man in history who gives us a true 
knowledge of the living God, a knowledge of his ineffable 
mystery, a knowledge of what is otherwise entirely beyond 
the power of man to know. He brings us the knowledge of 
the One and Triune God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. He 
brings us the divine life that comes with knowing God as 
he is, and the salvation and sanctification of sharing in his 
divine life. We must make Jesus Christ and his ineffable 
teaching the basis of everything. He who sees me, sees the 
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Father, and No-one comes to the Father but by me. Yes, 
Jesus Christ is our life and our Lord! 

-- 
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Thursday of the Fifteenth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 17 (16): 15 As for me, injustice 
I shall behold your face; I shall be filled with the vision of 
your glory. 

Collect O God, who show the light of your truth to those 
who go astray, so that they may return to the right path, 
give all who for the faith they profess are accounted 
Christians the grace to reject whatever is contrary to the 
name of Christ and to strive after all that does it honour. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Exodus 3:13-20; Psalm 105:1 and 5, 
8-9, 24-25, 26-27; Matthew 11:28-30 

Jesus said: “Come to me, all you who labour and are 
burdened, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you 
and learn from me, for I am meek and humble of heart; and 
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you will find rest for yourselves. For my yoke is easy, and 
my burden light. ” (Matthew 11:28-30) 

Union with Jesus It is almost a byword that the 
problem of suffering and evil is the nagging and 
unresolved problem of mankind. Why is there not just 
peace and happiness? Why is it that from the cradle to the 
grave in the life of every man and woman there is a trail of 
difficulties and burdens? Such is the human condition and 
it is a mystery, because man is characteristically also 
convinced that there is a good God. But if there is a good 
God, why are things as they are and what is to be done 
about it? There have been various attempts at an answer. 
At the time of the Hebrew prophets, across in the Far East 
Buddha was seeking his answer to the problem of 
suffering. He thought he found it in the renunciation of all 
desires and the attainment of Nirvana. However, he left 
out all reference to a personal God, and that is the glaring 
defect of classical Buddhism because it is God who is the 
ultimate happiness of man. Now, consider Christ and his 
answer. He says, come to me and you will find in me, in 
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my very person, your rest. He does not simply say that if 
people follow his doctrine then they will find happiness — 
Buddha made this claim. He does, of course, state that 
following him will involve accepting and following the 
path of his doctrine. Believing in him means learning from 
him, assenting to his doctrine wholly, and embracing it 
wholeheartedly. But that is not the beginning and the end 
of it. In the first instance it means believing in his very 
Person and entrusting oneself to his Person. It means, in 
other words, acting towards him as one would act towards 
God. In God lies the happiness of man and Christ makes 
this identical claim. In him, in his very Person, in coming 
to him, in entrusting oneself and one’s burdens entirely to 
his keeping and to his disposition, in taking up his yoke 
will man attain the happiness God intended for him. 

Buddha, Mahomet and other formulators of a doctrine 
for the wellbeing and happiness of man entrusted their 
legacy to their followers and to history. They did not claim 
for their very persons the source of man’s happiness. But 
this is exactly what Christ claimed and he showed by his 
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incomparable holiness and deeds that overburdened man is 
called to come to him and find his rest in him. He says, 
place your faith entirely in my Person and in my word, for 
I guarantee you that in me will you find rest for your souls 
(Matthew 11:28-30). So our fundamental vocation as 
human beings is to turn to Jesus Christ and enter daily into 
his company, bringing with us all the difficulties inherent 
in our human condition and circumstances. Our calling is 
to love Jesus, to be with him, to learn from him, and to take 
upon ourselves his yoke. This consists in doing the will of 
God in union with him and according to his teaching and 
his way. He is the Way, the Truth and the Life, and he 
teaches us humility and meekness of heart. If we do this 
with him and in him, if we take up our cross every day and 
follow in his footsteps, then we shall find rest for our souls. 
If we take up his yoke — life for God in union with Jesus 
and according to what St Paul calls his “mind” — then all 
will be well. Let this mind be in you, St Paul writes, that 
was in Christ Jesus. That is what the yoke of Christ is, and 
it is the key to our true happiness. So it is that the Church 
which Christ founded and which he constantly sustains as 
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her Head, bears continued witness to the world and to all 
the religions of man that the Person of Christ and his 
ineffable revelation is the path to man’s ultimate happiness 
here in this life and forever hereafter. This is what the 
saints did and they found happiness beyond compare. We 
ought pray insistently for the grace to do as they did. 

Our Gospel passage today is a passage that ought 
resound in our hearts, assuring us that the way to life and 
happiness is clear but difficult. We have the key. It lies in 
belonging to Jesus and in living in union with him. He 
says, come to me with all your burdens and I will give you 
rest. That is God’s answer to the problem of evil and 
suffering. The answer lies in a particular Person who, 
though unseen, lives with abundant divine life which he 
wishes to give to all who come to him. That Person is 
Jesus. So let us then come! Let us abide with Jesus! He is 
our happiness and our stay. 

-- 
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A second reflection on today's Gospel passage : 

Jesus said: “Come to me, all you who labour and are 
burdened, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you 
and learn from me, for I am meek and humble of heart; and 
you will find rest for yourselves. For my yoke is easy, and 
my burden light. ” (Matthew 11:28-30) 

Christ’s yoke Ultimately there are two great 
empirical facts — life and death. Life appears as a thing of 
beauty and to be embraced, death as an ugly end to be 
shunned. Life comes from God, while death flowed forth 
from sin. It is a wondrous thing, then, that the religion that 
has come from God holds up the death of the Saviour as 
something filled with the promise of life. But so it is. By 
dying on the cross Christ destroyed our death and opened 
the floodgates of abundant life. 

This triumph of the Cross we see at work during 
Christ’s passion. As Christ struggled along the way to 
Calvary bearing his cross, a man from the country is forced 
to carry his cross. He is Simon of Cyrene, and the Gospel 
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tells us the revealing detail that he is the father of 
Alexander and Rufus. Those two sons of his must have 
been well known in the Christian community, suggesting 
that their father Simon who carried the cross of Christ 
became a disciple together with his family. What does this 
tell us? It tells us of the power of the Cross of Christ and 
how filled it was with redeeming grace. Mary too follows 
Christ along his way, perhaps praying for Simon as he 
carries the cross. The scene then moves to Calvary as 
Christ hangs crucified, with two others one on either side. 
One criminal rebukes the other and says that he, Jesus, has 
done nothing wrong. Then he makes his stunning request: 
Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom. 
No miracle is worked before his eyes. He sees nothing 
except this good man beaten beyond description with all 
his future seemingly gone forever and about to die an 
ignominious death. Yet he addresses him as the Lord of a 
kingdom to come and asks to be admitted. Christ turns to 
him and promises him that this very day he would be with 
him in Paradise. How did that crucified criminal arrive at 
such an extraordinary faith? It was through the grace of 
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Christ’s passion and death, together with, probably, the 
prayers of Mary so close by. The scene shifts again with 
Christ dead on the Cross, and the centurion exclaims in 
admiration that this man was a son of God! He was 
touched by the grace of Christ’s Cross as Mary prays 
nearby. One wonders about that centurion’s subsequent 
story, as we may wonder about the crucified criminal. It 
all shows that the closer we come to the Cross of Christ in 
union with Mary, the more profoundly will our lives be 
changed and sanctified. Christ came that we might have 
life in abundance. That life flows from the Cross. 

In the middle of the seventeenth century, in the wilds 
of where New York now stands, a native American Indian 
girl was born. Nine years before her birth in that very area 
the holy Jesuit missionaries Isaac Jogues, John de Brebeuf 
and their companions — who are now canonized saints — 
were tortured to death by the Huron and Iroquois Indians. 
The girl’s mother was a Christian Algonquin Indian, taken 
captive by the Iroquois and given as wife to the chief of the 
Mohawks. The Mohawks were the fiercest of the Five 
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Indian Nations of that part of north America. When the 
girl was four she lost her parents in a smallpox epidemic 
that left her disfigured and half blind. Her uncle succeeded 
as Mohawk chief and adopted the child. He hated the 
black-robed missionary priests, but had to put up with them 
because of a treaty with the French allowing the presence 
of priests where there were Christian captives. The child 
was moved by the words of the priests and despite 
opposition sought conversion at the age of 19. She took 
the baptismal name of Kateri, Catherine. Kateri’s life in 
grace grew rapidly and all the while her life was constantly 
in danger. On the advice of a priest she stole away and 
began a 200 mile walking journey to a distant Christian 
village near Montreal. For three years there she grew in 
great holiness with the help of spiritual direction, giving 
herself to prayer, charity and strenuous penance. At 23 she 
took a vow of celibacy, which was an unprecedented act of 
a native Indian woman. She led an otherwise ordinary life 
while practising severe penance for the conversion of her 
own nation. She loved Christ and drew near to his Cross, 
embracing it in her own life and understanding it to be at 
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the heart of the Christian religion. She died at the age of 
24. She has been canonized by the Church and is known as 
Saint Kateri Tekakwitha, “the lily of the Mohawks.” She 
was a child of a wild and savage Indian nation and yet 
quickly attained great holiness. Her secret was to have 
learned to love the crucified Jesus and to bear the Cross 
with him. Christ’s Cross and his grace - that is the key. 

All our lives let us contemplate and pray before the 
Cross of Christ. It brought redemption to mankind. If we 
draw near the Cross with Mary we shall be blessed. If we 
stay under its shadow and learn from it, we shall be 
sanctified and drawn to embrace the Cross of Christ. Mary 
the mother of Jesus is our help. Let us bear in our hearts 
Christ's words, Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, 
for my yoke is easy and my burden light (Matthew 
11:28-30). Let us pray for the grace to accept the Cross 
when it comes, to embrace it when it is offered, and to 
understand with Christ and his saints that paradoxically it 
is a blessing from God. Let us unite ourselves with Christ 
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crucified so as to experience now and hereafter the power 
of his resurrection. 
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Friday of the Fifteenth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 17 (16): 15 As for me, injustice 
I shall behold your face; I shall be filled with the vision of 
your glory. 

Collect O God, who show the light of your truth to those 
who go astray, so that they may return to the right path, 
give all who for the faith they profess are accounted 
Christians the grace to reject whatever is contrary to the 
name of Christ and to strive after all that does it honour. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Exod. 11: 10-12:14; Ps 116:12-13, 15-18; 

Matthew 12:1-8 

Jesus was going through a field of grain on the 
sabbath. His disciples were hungry and began to pick the 
heads of grain and eat them. When the Pharisees saw this, 
they said to him, “See, your disciples are doing what is 
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unlawful to do on the sabbath. ” He said to the them, 
“Have you not read what David did when he and his 
companions were hungry, how he went into the house of 
God and ate the bread of offering, which neither he nor his 
companions but only the priests could lawfully eat? Or 
have you not read in the law that on the sabbath the priests 
serving in the temple violate the sabbath and are innocent? 
I say to you, something greater than the temple is here. If 
you knew what this meant, I desire mercy, not sacrifice, 
you would not have condemned these innocent men. For 
the Son of Man is Lord of the sabbath. ” (Matthew 12:1-8) 

He is Lord If we allow our minds to range over 
the sweep of the Scriptures both Old and New Testaments, 
particularly the Old Testament, who is there who speaks as 
Jesus Christ speaks? I refer to the way Jesus speaks about 
himself. Strength, humility and gentleness are strikingly 
coupled with claims to a unique greatness. In our Gospel 
scene today (Matthew 12:1-8) our Lord is passing through 
a field of grain on a Sabbath with his disciples, presumably 
the Twelve. Perhaps he had finished his teaching and 
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ministry in the Synagogue and was walking through the 
fields in a resting mode with his disciples. Our Lord would 
have observed the Sabbath as a day of rest. How good and 
gentle would have been the company of our Lord! How 
accessible his Person and how much at ease would he have 
put those with him! He and his disciples presumably had 
not had any opportunity to eat and they began to pick the 
heads of grain and to eat them, and the Lord looked gently 
on. But the Pharisees saw this and came to our Lord to 
accuse him of allowing them to break the Sabbath law of 
rest — for they were in effect doing the work of harvesting 
on the Sabbath! It was absurd, but our Lord answered 
them patiently, genially and rationally. The point to be 
noticed about his answer, though, is that he unhesitatingly 
pointed to the unique authority of his own Person. There is 
something greater than the temple here — he is greater 
even than the temple! Indeed, he says, he is Lord of the 
Sabbath. What prophet or king or priest in the Old 
Testament ever made such a claim? Our Lord made the 
claim calmly before his enemies while showing humility, 
modesty and gentleness. As he said on another occasion, 
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he is meek and humble of heart. Christ is great beyond all 
others and at the same time is profoundly humble. 

As we think of this simple Gospel scene let us place 
ourselves in the company of Jesus with his disciples as they 
are presumably relaxing while walking through the fields 
on the Sabbath day. Let us stay in his company, all the 
while recognizing that he is Lord and Master of all, 
including of the Sabbath. He is holy, gentle, humble, 
winning and yet full of intrepid power. No one is his 
superior in knowledge and wisdom, as the Pharisees, the 
Sadducees and others of his enemies repeatedly learn. 
Most stunning of all, in this man we have God himself. 
God walks the earth as the man he has become. In him 
God has become man. The Person of Jesus is the wonder 
of the universe and the greatest Reality of all time. His 
disciples walk familiarly in his company almost taking him 
for granted, and his enemies pursue him and desire to do 
away with him. Such is the humility of God that he easily 
bows so low. What cannot the great God do if he can 
become man like us, and put himself in a position where he 
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can speak as a man among men and suffer and be rejected 
like no one else? The non-Christian ought consider 
carefully this figure of Jesus who effortlessly made such 
unique claims and supported them by the holiness of his 
life and the wonder of his deeds. The Christian in his turn 
ought never take the Incarnation for granted. He ought 
preserve in his mind and heart a profound sense of wonder 
at what God has done in sending his Son. The Incarnation 
made possible the Atonement for the sins of the world. 
The Person of Jesus is at the heart of the world, and 
knowing him is the one thing necessary. As our Lord said 
at the Last Supper, eternal life is this, to know the Father 
and Jesus Christ his Son. 

Let us pray for the grace to know and love the Lord 
Jesus Christ. He is the Lord of lords and the King of kings. 
All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to him. 
Eternal life is to be found in him. He exceeds and 
transcends all other figures of human history, and as he 
tells us in today’s Gospel, the Son of Man is Lord even of 
the Sabbath. To him be the glory! 
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Saturday of the Fifteenth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 17 (16): 15 As for me, injustice 
I shall behold your face; I shall be filled with the vision of 
your glory. 

Collect O God, who show the light of your truth to those 
who go astray, so that they may return to the right path, 
give all who for the faith they profess are accounted 
Christians the grace to reject whatever is contrary to the 
name of Christ and to strive after all that does it honour. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Exodus 12:37-42; Psalm 136:1 and 
23-24, 10-15; Matthew 12:14-21 

The Pharisees went out and took counsel against 
Jesus to put him to death. When Jesus realized this, he 
withdrew from that place. Many people followed him, and 
he cured them all, but he warned them not to make him 
known. This was to fulfil what had been spoken through 
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Isaiah the prophet: Behold, my servant whom I have 
chosen, my beloved in whom I delight; I shall place my 
Spirit upon him, and he will proclaim justice to the 
Gentiles. He will not contend or cry out, nor will anyone 
hear his voice in the streets. A bruised reed he will not 
break, a smouldering wick he will not quench, until he 
brings justice to victory. And in his name the Gentiles will 
hope. (Matthew 12:14-21) 

Christ’s mercy As we think of the course of 
history one great theme is the presence of power. Power 
ebbs and flows, it rises and falls, it has its impact and it 
wanes. There are persons in history who gather power and 
exercise it in various ways, and it is often taken away from 
them. The common man caught up in the stream of history 
looks to power to gain the help he needs. He may look to 
those who are powerful in human society, or he may look 
to the supernatural powers above. If we consider those 
persons who have had power over others in society and 
history, how often is their power exercised violently and 
for self-seeking purposes! Consider the powerful ones in 
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the past: Alexander the Great, Julius Caesar, Genghis 
Khan, Napoleon Bonaparte, and many others. They left a 
trail of carnage and human massacre in the pursuit and 
exercise of great power. Consider even the individual on 
the smaller stage of his own personal life of family and 
work. How often it is that when he has or gains power 
over others he causes injury to them! But now, let us 
consider one Person in history who showed astonishing 
power over those things which all would take to be subject 
to the power of God alone. I refer to Jesus Christ who 
healed the sick, cleansed lepers, raised the dead, quelled 
storms, walked on the sea, fed thousands of people with a 
handful of food, showed a power of mind no one could 
match in debate and in exposition, and who showed 
himself to be beyond the control of others unless he 
allowed it. Take any other figure in history no matter what 
his military or political power over others and ask, could he 
have done these things which Christ did? Obviously not. 
Christ showed that there was nothing he could not do had 
he chosen. His power was almighty. What is also clear is 
that he chose not to use his power except in very precise 
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ways that supported and illumined his very precise 
mission. He absolutely refused, for instance, to accept 
being a king. 

In our Gospel today, St Matthew narrates how 
Christ’s enemies took counsel on how to put him to death, 
despite the holiness of his life and the extraordinary deeds 
of mercy that emanated from him. Christ could have 
resisted and overcome them by an exercise of his divine 
power but instead he withdrew from there, though the 
people followed him to benefit from his power. Christ for 
all his power constantly exercised restraint, humility and 
meekness. He did not react to the evil shown against him 
by exercising his overwhelming power. Rather, he was 
prepared to suffer. The power he showed in the face of 
evil was his power to suffer and bear on his own shoulders 
the suffering flowing from the sin of the world. St 
Matthew quotes the prophet Isaiah predicting that the 
Messiah would not impose himself over others as do the 
powerful ones of this world. The prophet wrote: “This was 
to fulfil what had been spoken through Isaiah the prophet: 
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Behold, my servant whom I have chosen, my beloved in 
whom I delight; I shall place my Spirit upon him, and he 
will proclaim justice to the Gentiles. He will not contend 
or cry out, nor will anyone hear his voice in the streets. A 
bruised reed he will not break, a smouldering wick he will 
not quench, until he brings justice to victory. And in his 
name the Gentiles will hope ” (Matthew 12:14-21). The 
ultimate result of Christ’s choice was his death on the 
cross, and that death was the greatest display of his power 
to save. He had the power to bear in himself the sins of all 
mankind and in this way to take away the sin of the world. 
He was the great Suffering Servant predicted by the 
prophet, and his power — so manifest in his miracles — 
was finally displayed in the triumph of his death and 
resurrection. In this way he showed how God exercises his 
power. The divine power is exercised to manifest his 
mercy. We too who are in Christ are called to manifest 
mercy in any exercise of power or human capacity. 

Let us contemplate the redeeming mercy and 
compassion of Christ that led him to suffer and to die for 
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the world rather than to exercise his power in the manner 
of the world. Let us in our turn resolve to follow in his 
footsteps by showing mercy and compassion in our 
everyday life, and in bearing with Christ the cross that will 
undoubtedly come our way in the doing of God’s will. 

-- 


- 1620 - 





Sixteenth Sunday of Ordinary Time 


Entrance Antiphon Ps 54 (53): 6, 8 See, I have God for 
my help. The Lord sustains my soul. I will sacrifice to 
you with willing heart, and praise your name, O Lord, for it 
is good. 

Collect Show favour, O Lord, to your servants and 
mercifully increase the gifts of your grace, that, made 
fervent in hope, faith and charity, they may be ever 
watchful in keeping your commands. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Genesis 18:l-10a; Psalm 15:2-5; 

Colossians 1:24-28; Luke 10:38-42 

Jesus entered a village where a woman whose name 
was Martha welcomed him. She had a sister named Mary 
who sat beside the Lord at his feet listening to him speak. 
Martha, burdened with much serving, came to him and 
said, “Lord, do you not care that my sister has left me by 
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myself to do the serving? Tell her to help me. ” The Lord 
said to her in reply, “Martha, Martha, you are anxious and 
worried about many things. There is need of only one 
thing. Mary has chosen the better part and it will not be 
taken from her. ” (Luke 10:38-42) 

Prayer We have in our text for today a very 
beautiful scene in the Gospel, offering much food for 
prayerful reflection. We know from elsewhere in the 
Gospels that the Martha and Mary of our scene today had 
Lazarus for their brother whom, after having been in the 
grave four days, our Lord raised from the dead. We are 
told in the Gospel that our Lord loved Martha, Mary and 
Lazarus. Just as in the Gospel of St John there is repeated 
reference to the “beloved disciple” — a reference to John 
himself — so there is mention of the fact that our Lord had 
a special friendship with Lazarus, Martha and Mary. Let 
us note that there is no explicit mention of any of these 
three actually accompanying our Lord on his journeys 
throughout Galilee and Judea. Seventy-two disciples are 
said to have been sent out by our Lord to go ahead of him 
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to preach and prepare for his coming. The Twelve are 
described as being called to be with our Lord and to be sent 
out to preach and to do much of what he himself was 
doing. Certain women too are presented as accompanying 
our Lord and the Twelve to assist them in various ways and 
to support them from their means, fulfilling something of 
the role of assistants and housekeepers for the intensely 
busy travelling band. But there is no mention of Lazarus, 
Martha and Mary among them. It looks as if for various 
reasons they stayed at their home in Bethany fulfilling their 
own commitments. But they were ardent disciples and 
close friends of the Master. They loved him and they gave 
their total assent to his teaching, placing all their hopes in 
him. Undoubtedly they bore constant witness to Jesus 
among their friends, relatives and acquaintances in their 
everyday life and work in and around Bethany. The 
Gospel tells us that Jesus loved them and it is clear that he 
called on them when he was in the area of Jerusalem and 
perhaps stayed with them. We could liken their vocation to 
that of the typical modern lay member of Christ’s faithful 
with his family and work in the world. Their wonderful 
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friendship with our Lord reminds us that all are called to a 
deep friendship with Jesus whatever be their vocation in 
life and whatever be the circumstances in which their 
calling is lived out. 

Our scene today not only reminds us of the friendship 
with Jesus to which all are called, but it tells us of a most 
important element of this friendship. Friendship with Jesus 
requires being like Mary sitting at the feet of Jesus, 
listening to him speaking. Christian prayer involves an 
abiding openness to the word of God as uttered by Jesus. 
St Luke holds up before the ordinary Christian, the 
Christian of ordinary everyday circumstances in home, 
family and small duties, the example of Mary sitting at the 
feet of Jesus, listening to him speaking (Luke 10:38-42). 
St Luke is not meaning to assert that what Mary was doing 
at this particular moment is to be done at all times. Rather 
he is holding before us this snapshot and saying to every 
member of Christ’s faithful that, however busy like Martha 
you are, you must put time into doing what Mary was 
doing at this instant. You must put time into being with 
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Jesus in prayer, listening to his word as it comes to you in 
the Scriptures and in the life and the Tradition of the 
Church. In this snapshot of the Gospel scene Martha 
complains to our Lord that Mary is not getting on with 
pressing duties, and our Lord tells her, undoubtedly with a 
smile, that what Mary is doing is of the greatest importance 
and most pleasing to him. At this particular moment 
Martha was anxious and worried about too many things 
and excessively so, perhaps even to have briefly forgotten 
the Lord. Let us remember, by the way, that every year the 
Church celebrates the feast day of St Martha, whereas there 
is no explicit feast day for Mary or for Lazarus, though 
undoubtedly they are saints in heaven (and many maintain 
that the “Mary” here is “Mary Magdalen”, and so has a 
feast day). The point, though, of our brief Gospel scene is 
that prayer at the feet of the Master must be the most 
important and indispensable component of our life in 
Christ, and if our prayer life is weak then our relationship 
with Christ will be weak. Everyday we ought put time into 
doing what Mary in our scene is doing, and we must 
persevere in our life of prayer despite distractions and 


- 1625 - 



difficulties. With this daily meeting with Jesus sitting at 
his feet in prayer, gazing on him in faith and listening to 
his word, we are able to bring to our many duties of service 
in everyday life a growing love of the Master, enabling us 
to serve him with love and bear daily witness to him in our 
service of others in family, work and everywhere our 
calling in life might place us. 

Let us resolve to be Christ’s very close friends. That 
is the vocation of all who are baptized. If we are to be his 
friends, a strong, daily and persevering life of prayer is 
indispensable. Prayer is a loving conversation with the 
One whom we know loves us, a conversation which is 
characterized above all by an attitude of gazing on Jesus 
and listening as he speaks his word to us. That word 
comes to us in the Scriptures and in the entire Tradition of 
the Church. By means of his word we grow in the 
knowledge and the love of him, and we are able to live in a 
way that pleases him. Our daily witness to him becomes 
possible and effective only if we live a life of persevering 
daily prayer despite all difficulties. In this way we shall be 
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able to pray always, while serving God fruitfully in our 
daily work and responsibilities. 

Further reading : The Catechism of the Catholic Church , 
no. 2725-2728 (The struggle to pray) 

-- 
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Monday of the Sixteenth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 54 (53): 6, 8 See, I have God for 
my help. The Lord sustains my soul. I will sacrifice to 
you with willing heart, and praise your name, O Lord, for it 
is good. 

Collect Show favour, O Lord, to your servants and 
mercifully increase the gifts of your grace, that, made 
fervent in hope, faith and charity, they may be ever 
watchful in keeping your commands. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Exodus 14:5-18; Exodus 15:lbc-2-6; 

Matthew 12:38-42 

Some of the scribes and Pharisees said to Jesus, 
“Teacher, we wish to see a sign from you. ” He said to 
them in reply, “An evil and unfaithful generation seeks a 
sign, but no sign will be given it except the sign of Jonah 
the prophet. Just as Jonah was in the belly of the whale 
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three days and three nights, so will the Son of Man be in 
the heart of the earth three days and three nights. At the 
judgment, the men of Nineveh will arise with this 
generation and condemn it, because they repented at the 
preaching of Jonah; and there is something greater than 
Jonah here. At the judgment the queen of the south will 
arise with this generation and condemn it, because she 
came from the ends of the earth to hear the wisdom of 
Solomon; and there is something greater than Solomon 
here. ” (Matthew 12:38-42) 

The Truth If there is one thing that can be said 
about discourse and discussion in society, it is that no 
matter what is asserted someone will be found who will 
contradict it. I suppose the constant prevalence in human 
history of assertion and contradiction, issuing in new 
assertions that are contradicted, prompted the idea of the 
dialectic of thesis, antithesis and synthesis in the Hegelian 
and Marxist philosophies. Of course, there is no doubt that 
man’s search for and grasp of truth develops considerably 
in this way. But this account of the matter, stressing 
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struggle and the clash of opposites, plays down the moral 
element in the search for and attainment of truth. The 
search for truth requires earnestness and right moral 
dispositions . Modern man can so easily expect religious 
truth to come to him and provide him with proofs for it, 
while he remains in his armchair, as it were. He can find 
himself contradicting and expecting demonstrations of 
religious truth that suit his intellectual whims. He can be 
almost like a king on his throne expecting the truth to 
dance before him for his entertainment, requiring no 
earnestness of search from him. This is especially serious 
when it comes to divine revelation. In our Gospel today 
we see something that crops up time and again in our 
Lord’s public ministry. It is the constant demand for so- 
called “proof.” Our Lord clearly considered that his works 
and miracles were sufficient to vindicate his claims. In our 
Gospel today (Matthew 12:38-42) some of the scribes and 
Pharisees said to Jesus, “ Teacher , we wish to see a sign 
from you.” They wanted it to be proved to them beyond the 
slightest doubt that Jesus was all he claimed to be. They 
asked for a great “sign.” On the hill of Calvary as our Lord 
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hung dying, they jeered at him saying that if he were to 
come down from the cross they would believe in him. In 
fact nothing would satisfy them because they were not 
morally disposed to believe. We are reminded of our 
Lord’s story of the rich man and Lazarus. The rich man 
was in Hell, and Abraham said to him that if his brothers 
did not believe the testimony of the prophets, they would 
not believe even if someone were to rise from the dead. 

If we are to receive the testimony of Christ’s 
revelation with true assent, then we must be duly disposed 
for it. If we are not disposed, then the “proofs” which God 
has deigned to provide us with will not drag us along the 
road of genuine assent. Assent to truth is a moral matter 
because it is free. It involves a duty, the duty to assent to 
truth. If it is a duty, it is not an intellectual, let alone a 
constitutional necessity. Further, there will be 
consequences flowing from the failure to fulfil the duty — 
in this case the duty to seek, to find, and to assent to 
revealed truth. The fundamental issue is being properly 
disposed for and desirous of the truth of Christ. The 


- 1631 - 



scribes and the Pharisees of our Gospel passage were not 
thus disposed. They continued to set what they regarded as 
difficult tests for Christ, hoping to find him wanting. That 
is the attitude of so many who demur at the person and the 
claims of Christ, and who, indeed, have a problem with 
there being any Revelation at all. It is also the attitude of 
many who dispute mere theism. They set their own tests 
for God to fulfil, unconsciously hoping that he will be 
found wanting. Rather it is God who must set the tests, and 
it is he who determines what indications are sufficient for 
man to attain the truth he graciously chooses to reveal. 
Time and again in the Gospels, we see instances of persons 
coming to our Lord with seemingly little need for “proof’, 
and who discover his true identity and mission. Our Lord’s 
first disciples as recorded in the Gospel of St John are a 
case in point. John the Baptist pointed our Lord out to two 
of his disciples who forthwith followed our Lord and 
stayed with him the rest of that day. That was sufficient 
for them to perceive that he was the long awaited Messiah. 
Soon after, Nathanael was brought to our Lord who 
revealed a detail of Nathanael’s recent history. It elicited a 
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great act of faith in him. Nathanael was properly disposed. 
What are the foundations of a right disposition before God 
who reveals himself? That can be difficult to determine, 
but God knows them, and we ought pray to him to give us 
those right foundations. 

Let us pray to be, in the way God wants, disposed for 
the truth, most especially the truth that has been revealed 
by God. We see in the New Testament many examples of 
disciples of Christ who were properly disposed to receive 
his Person and his truth. There is no doubt that the holy 
figures of the Old Testament would have rejoiced to have 
met and known him. They longed for his day. Let us 
reject the example of the scribes and Pharisees who 
required of our Lord that he conform to their tests. Rather, 
they should have been morally disposed to submit to God’s 
tests. 
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Tuesday of the Sixteenth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 54 (53): 6, 8 See, I have God for 
my help. The Lord sustains my soul. I will sacrifice to 
you with willing heart, and praise your name, O Lord, for it 
is good. 

Collect Show favour, O Lord, to your servants and 
mercifully increase the gifts of your grace, that, made 
fervent in hope, faith and charity, they may be ever 
watchful in keeping your commands. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Exodus 14:21—15:1; Exodus 15:8-9, 10 
and 12, 17; Matthew 12:46-50 

While Jesus was speaking to the crowds, his mother 
and his brothers appeared outside, Someone told him, 
“Your mother and your brothers are standing outside, 
asking to speak with you. ” But he said in reply to the one 
who told him, “Who is my mother? Who are my brothers? ” 
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And stretching out his hand toward his disciples, he said, 
“Here are my mother and my brothers. For whoever does 
the will of my heavenly Father is my brother, and sister, 
and mother. ” (Matthew 12:46-50) 

The Incarnation There are two things the disciple 
of Christ must keep constantly in mind whenever Christ is 
thought of. The first is that Jesus was truly man, and the 
second is that he was truly God. As the story of 
Christianity shows, one or other of these can be lost sight 
of. In the Gospels there is no evidence that anyone found it 
difficult to accept that Jesus was truly man. The difficulty 
was accepting his claim that he was not just man, but God. 
When it became evident to our Lord’s enemies that he was 
claiming to be equal to God because of his being the very 
Son of God, then they took up stones to put him to death. 
It was above all because of his claims of being equal to the 
Father that he was condemned to death. He died in witness 
to this truth. That was then. Since then, there has at times 
been the opposite danger of not really appreciating the 
extent of his being man. That is to say, we can fail to 
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appreciate that God became truly man in every way, 
except, of course, in sin. He was utterly and totally sinless 
for he was and is the all-holy God. But if we accept that he 
is what he is, namely the living God — God’s eternal Son 
— then it is a breathtaking wonder that he became one of 
us. The Incarnation was an extraordinary feat of divine 
power. There have been theologians in the past who have 
proposed that the great sin of the angels in heaven was 
their rejection of the prospect of adoring God-made-man. 
Whether this was indeed their damning sin is another 
matter, but at least the proposal stresses the astonishing 
marvel of the Incarnation. To think that God become man 
was crucified by his creatures! Well now, let us consider 
our Gospel today with this perspective. We read that while 
Jesus was speaking to the crowds, his mother and his 
brothers appeared outside. Someone told him, “Your 
mother and your brothers are standing outside, asking to 
speak with you.” We are reminded that our Lord immersed 
himself in a family. He not only had his all-holy mother 
and saintly foster-father, but had all his cousins and various 
relatives making up a wider family circle in which he 
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would have been treated familiarly and even casually. Let 
us remember that we are talking here about God. It is God 
who immersed himself in this very typical human setting. 

The utterly transcendent God has immersed himself in 
our situation and condition. He, the transcendent One, is 
immanent in our world and life to a degree which is almost 
beyond our capacity to appreciate. But appreciate it to a 
point we must. Just as Jesus was truly man and walked the 
earth as one of us, so now he abides among us still. He is 
not seen but he is with us nevertheless. He is God with us. 
He shares our humanity though glorious now — but still 
with us. We go to the Father through the man Jesus, who 
is his divine Son. We access the divine by means of the 
sacred humanity of Jesus. The further question is, where is 
Jesus to be located among us now? Our Gospel scene today 
reminds us of the answer to this. Our Lord on being told 
that his relatives wanted to see him outside, asks, “ Who is 
my mother? Who are my brothers? And stretching out his 
hand toward his disciples, he said, Here are my mother 
and my brothers. For whoever does the will of my 
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heavenly Father is my brother, and sister, and mother ” 
(Matthew 12:46-50). He is pointing to the Church to come. 
It is the will of the heavenly Father that we believe in his 
Son Jesus Christ, and this includes accepting his body the 
Church. Christ is located in the midst of his family the 
Church and he comes to us in the Church’s body, ministry, 
word, and sacraments. He is the Church’s Head and 
Bridegroom. The Church is his mystical body and spouse. 
We are members of the Vine which is Christ, and the 
Vinedresser is the Father. The Church is the continuation 
of the presence of Christ in our midst. God became man 
and dwelt among us as a true member of a family and truly 
immersed in his society. He dwells in our midst now 
within his new and eternal family, the Church. This, his 
Church, subsists in the Catholic Church, and it is there that 
Christ abides in all his fullness and with all the graces and 
blessings he means to give us, however limited and sinful 
the Church’s members may be. 

Let us strive to appreciate that Jesus is both man and 
God. To assert that he is God is a hard saying for the ears 
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of, say, our Jewish and Muslim friends, as it is for other 
religions. But so it is. It was the claim of Jesus which he 
backed up with the evidence of his incomparable holiness 
and extraordinary works. He is God. But let us appreciate 
too that in him God became man in every way like us 
except for sin. In him was the fullness of the Godhead 
bodily. He dwelt among us. He dwells among us still in 
his body the Church and it is there that we have ready and 
immediate access to him in all his fullness. 

-- 
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Wednesday of the Sixteenth Week of Ordinary Time 


Entrance Antiphon Ps 54 (53): 6, 8 See, I have God for 
my help. The Lord sustains my soul. I will sacrifice to 
you with willing heart, and praise your name, O Lord, for it 
is good. 

Collect Show favour O Lord, to your servants and 
mercifully increase the gifts of your grace, that, made 
fervent in hope, faith and charity, they may be ever 
watchful in keeping your commands. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Exodus 16: 1-5.9-15; Psalm 77; 

Matthew 13: 1-9 

That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat by 
the lake. Such large crowds gathered round him that he 
got into a boat and sat in it, while all the people stood on 
the shore. Then he told them many things in parables, 
saying: A farmer went out to sow his seed. As he was 
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scattering the seed, some fell along the path, and the birds 
came and ate it up. Some fell on rocky places, where it did 
not have much soil. It sprang up quickly, because the soil 
was shallow. But when the sun came up, the plants were 
scorched, and they withered because they had no root. 
Other seed fell among thorns, which grew up and choked 
the plants. Still other seed fell on good soil, where it 
produced a crop — a hundred, sixty or thirty times what 
was sown. He who has ears, let him hear. (Matthew 13: 1- 
9) 


The seed In a previous reflection I recalled a scene 
in a movie I once saw. In it, an infant said to her puzzled 
mother, “Why isn’t there nothing?” It is one of the most 
profound questions about the world that one could ask, and 
I am not sure that many ever get to the point of asking it. 
Although, I believe, Aquinas exceeded him, perhaps the 
most famous philosopher of all time was Aristotle. I am 
not sure that he ever formally asked this particular 
question. The world does exist, obviously, but there is 
nothing about it that requires it to exist, except for the fact 
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that it actually happens to exist. Why isn’t there no world 
at all, and instead, just nothing? The most amazing thing 
about the world is that it happens to exist when it might not 
have existed, for manifestly, of itself, it need not have 
existed. If one says that it has to exist, that existence is a 
necessary feature of the world, because it happens to exist, 
that is a mere assertion and scarcely an answer to the 
question which occurred to that child. But there are other 
fundamental questions about the world, too. Granted that 
the world happens to exist (and we are grateful to 
Something or Someone that this is the case), a striking 
feature about the world that affects everything, is that it is 
always in motion and change. Scarcely anything ever 
stops. None of us ever stops. We might think we are 
stopping, but we never do. Probably everything in us is, in 
some sense, changing for good or for ill. In fact, we have 
to make a conscious decision to struggle for a good change. 
If we are not wide awake, and do not beware of our 
tendency to think that we can “rest up” on things, the 
change that is inevitable will drag us down to ruin. For 
example, if a person gets no exercise, he is doomed. We 
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must strive, not just to change (for change is inevitable), 
but to change for the better. In fact, we know we should 
strive for the perfection of our best features — the best 
being our capacity for love. So then, we exist, and we are 
in constant change. 

This brings us to our Gospel today (Matthew 13: 1-9) 
in the sense that our Lord paints a picture of a typical scene 
in the world of change. Our passage describing the sowing 
of the seed and the change it brings about is simply 
presented, without the message. Our Lord paints the 
picture of the farming scene before the large crowds, and 
asks them to think about what it suggests: “He who has 
ears, let him hear.” Our Lord is hoping that those of the 
crowd who are properly disposed will get the point, and the 
point is clearly explained to his disciples later in private 
(13:18-23). But inasmuch as our Gospel scene today 
describes simply the planting of the seed and the drama of 
its growth and upshot, let us think of the world and the 
drama of its activity. The world around us is ever and 
always in a state of change, symbolized by the change of 
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the seed, planted in the soil, for good or ill. Some of it 
comes to nothing, and some becomes a harvest. This is the 
drama of the cosmos and all within it. The question before 
it, and before its pinnacle which is man and woman, is that 
asked of the child, John the Baptist: “ What then will this 
child turn out to be?” The key to his magnificent 
development is then given: “For the hand of the Lord was 
with him ” (Luke 1:66). No part of this world can avoid 
change. Consider it in terms of the parable. God wants not 
a total loss by the birds who eat it up, not a withering 
through lack of roots, not a choking because of the thorns, 
but a harvest. The hand of the Lord will be with us if we 
are in earnest about the drama of change in our life. At the 
end of our course, we shall have changed enormously. But 
what shall we have turned out to be? How terrible if it had 
been better that we had never been born, that we had never 
happened to exist. Due to the gracious act of Someone — 
and we know who He is — we exist, and we are beings of 
change. Let us ensure that the change in which we are 
inexorably caught up is pleasing to him. 
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How we do this is a further matter and is not set forth 
by our Lord in our passage today. But the Gospels are full 
of God’s plan for us, as is the Church in her teaching and 
preaching. Let us today, as we think of the scene painted 
by our Lord in today’s Gospel, appreciate the magnificent 
gift to us of life and existence, together with the awesome 
challenge which we simply must rise to meet. We cannot 
stand by and not “grasp the thistle,” because there is no 
such thing as standing still. We shall change. We must 
make a decision and take our precious lives in hand. If we 
do, and do this well, the hand of the Lord will be with us. 

-- 


- 1645 - 





Thursday of the Sixteenth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 54 (53): 6, 8 See, I have God for 
my help. The Lord sustains my soul. I will sacrifice to 
you with willing heart, and praise your name, O Lord, for it 
is good. 

Collect Show favour, O Lord, to your servants and 
mercifully increase the gifts of your grace, that, made 
fervent in hope, faith and charity, they may be ever 
watchful in keeping your commands. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Exodus 19:1-2, 9-11, 16-20b; Daniel 
3:52-56; Matthew 13:10-17 

The disciples approached Jesus and said, “Why do 
you speak to the crowd in parables?” He said to them in 
reply, Because knowledge of the mysteries of the 
Kingdom of heaven has been granted to you, but to them it 
has not been granted. To anyone who has, more will be 
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given and he will grow rich; from anyone who has not, 
even what he has will be taken away. This is why I speak 
to them in parables, because they look but do not see and 
hear but do not listen or understand. Isaiah’s prophecy is 
fulfilled in them, which says: You shall indeed hear but not 
understand, you shall indeed look but never see. Gross is 
the heart of this people, they will hardly hear with their 
ears, they have closed their eyes, lest they see with their 
eyes and hear with their ears and understand with their 
hearts and be converted and I heal them. “But blessed are 
your eyes, because they see, and your ears, because they 
hear. Amen, I say to you, many prophets and righteous 
people longed to see what you see but did not see it, and to 
hear what you hear but did not hear it. ” (Matthew 
13:10-17) 

Dispositions In our Lord’s somewhat veiled words 
to his disciples in today’s Gospel he speaks of the 
far-reaching ramifications of a person’s basic dispositions, 
which in turn spring from hidden, obscure choices. By 
way of introduction to this point, let us notice this. If we 
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allow our minds to range over many of the great teachers 
of mankind, we notice a great variety of teaching styles and 
genres. Socrates, Plato and Aristotle had their styles of 
teaching, as did Mahomet and others. One of the notable 
features of our Lord’s style was his use of stories and 
parables which resulted in his teaching being so very 
accessible to persons of all backgrounds. There is nothing 
so universal as the story — it is the stuff of all forms of 
literature be it the novel, the play or the epic poem. 
Teaching that is contained in the story suggests or 
insinuates its message, rather than presenting it explicitly - 
unless the author states his meaning clearly. In the Gospels 
our Lord often gives explicit instruction (such as the Lord’s 
Prayer, the Beatitudes, and many other instances of his 
teaching) and he often uses parables (such as many of his 
parables of the Kingdom, introduced simply with the 
statement that the “Kingdom of Heaven is like this..”). So 
notable and frequent was his use of the bare parable with 
the crowds that his disciples asked him quite directly why 
he spoke to the crowd in parables. The question implies 
that often our Lord told the story and left the story to make 
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its own points, much as would a play, a novel or some epic 
poem. In effect, the disciples are asking our Lord why he 
did not always speak directly and plainly to the many who 
were following him. He replied that he was doing this 
because despite their following of him, fundamentally they 
were not open to his message. They “look but do not see 
and hear but do not listen or understand. ” Why was this? 
As Isaiah predicted, they did not hear nor did they 
understand because they were not willing to hear and 
understand. They had closed their hearts for fear of what it 
might require of them (Matthew 13:10-17). 

This simple analysis of the human heart coming from 
the lips of Christ ought be a solemn warning to all. How 
disposed are we to the word of God as embodied in the 
person and teaching of Jesus Christ? We are very likely to 
be unaware of our own moral indisposition. That is to say, 
the sad thing is that the human being can easily consider 
himself to be in the light when he is actually in a moral 
darkness. This happens time and time again. Our starting 
points can be hidden from our own sight and yet they affect 
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all that we choose and see. One of the foremost theological 
minds of the English speaking world during the nineteenth 
century was John Henry (later Cardinal) Newman, and an 
abiding preoccupation of his was the nature and roots of 
faith. Among the many things he stressed in his 
discussions of religious faith was the critical importance of 
first principles, or a person’s starting points. A person’s 
fundamental assumptions are of decisive importance in all 
that he is disposed to accept as right and true. Now, one’s 
basic principles can be difficult of access to the individual 
himself because they, his first principles and assumptions, 
his fundamental preferences and choices, his basic 
expectations and viewpoints, are out of sight while yet 
constantly at work. What must he do? He must pray that 
God will give him the right starting points. He must pray 
that God will give him the grace of being properly disposed 
for the divine will and word. This grace will come if he 
genuinely acts according to the light he has been given and 
endeavours to unmask self-deception in his own life. More 
light will then come. He must pray that God will make of 
him good soil for the reception of the seed which is the 
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word of God. In our passage today our Lord tells his 
disciples that the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven were 
granted to them but not to (many in) the crowds. The 
reason? His disciples were disposed to be open to his word, 
but not so these crowds. 

Every day let us place ourselves in the presence of 
Christ and his word, and ask for the grace to respond to 
him in a way that is pleasing to him. Let us live honestly 
in the presence of God, striving to ensure that our 
conscience is not fooled into being guided by little more 
than our own private judgment in place of the word and the 
Person of Christ, who abides in his body the Church. 

-- 
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Friday of the Sixteenth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 54 (53): 6, 8 See, I have God for 
my help. The Lord sustains my soul. I will sacrifice to 
you with willing heart, and praise your name, O Lord, for it 
is good. 

Collect Show favour, O Lord, to your servants and 
mercifully increase the gifts of your grace, that, made 
fervent in hope, faith and charity, they may be ever 
watchful in keeping your commands. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Exodus 20:1-17; Psalm 19:8-11; 

Matthew 13:18-23 

Jesus said to his disciples: “Hear the parable of the 
sower. The seed sown on the path is the one who hears the 
word of the Kingdom without understanding it, and the Evil 
One comes and steals away what was sown in his heart. 
The seed sown on rocky ground is the one who hears the 
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word and receives it at once with joy. But he has no root 
and lasts only for a time. When some tribulation or 
persecution comes because of the word, he immediately 
falls away. The seed sown among thorns is the one who 
hears the word, but then worldly anxiety and the lure of 
riches choke the word and it bears no fruit. But the seed 
sown on rich soil is the one who hears the word and 
understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields a hundred 
or sixty or thirty fold. ” (Matthew 13:18-23) 

The Word In our Gospel passage today our Lord 
explains a parable which throws an immensely important 
light on something that is present throughout the entire 
Sacred Scriptures. By means of his parable, our Lord is 
commenting on the reception and effectiveness of the word 
of God. The word of God features from the very first page 
of the Bible when God spoke, and things came to be. In 
the beginning there was simply the void, and the Spirit of 
God hovered over it. Then God spoke — and continued to 
speak — and the universe, crowned by man, came into 
being. Such is the power of the word of God. From that 
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point on, the Scriptures feature the word of God and the 
results of that divine word being spoken. Connected with 
this is another theme which also appears in the very first 
pages of the Bible, and it is the frustration of this word. 
By his word, God made man in his own likeness and set 
him in a garden with one stipulation. He was to observe the 
divine word. Specifically, he was not to eat of the tree of 
the knowledge of good and evil which was planted in the 
middle of the garden. But man refused to observe this 
word. He rebelled and all was ruined. This could be said 
to be the story of the Bible — God speaking, and man 
either observing or disregarding his word. Our Lord in our 
Gospel today (Matthew 13:18-23) takes up this central 
theme and sums it up in his parable, filling it with extra 
light. The word that comes from him is the word about the 
Kingdom of God long predicted and now being announced 
and established by Jesus the Messiah. That word is like 
seed that produces the harvest. But the harvest of the 
Kingdom which it promises depends also on it being truly 
received and then retained, and with “understanding.” It is 
often not understood, it is often received superficially, and 
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it is often choked to death by other interests. If it is 
received after the manner of good soil, it will produce an 
abundant harvest. 

A danger which all too easily we lose sight of is that 
of not appreciating sufficiently the power and the promise 
of the word of God. We forget or do not really believe that 
God’s word can indeed produce a harvest in our life, the 
harvest of personal holiness which is the flowering of the 
Kingdom of God in our hearts. If a person really believes 
that a goal is worthwhile for him and truly attainable, then 
he will be more likely to put a persevering effort into its 
acquisition. For instance, why are our prayers not heard? It 
could be that we are not really praying. More deeply, it 
may be because we do not really believe that our prayers 
will be heard — which in turn implies that we may not be 
really praying to the God of Revelation at all but to a 
caricature of him. So too in the matter of the word of God 
bringing about the harvest in our life. Do we really believe 
that Christ can bring about this harvest of holiness in our 
life, or do we subconsciously think of this as just a 
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pipe-dream? If we do, then this will affect our reception 
and response to the word of God. So then, prior to the 
question of our persevering response to the word of God, 
we must deal effectively with the possibility that we do not 
really believe the promise that comes with God speaking to 
us. We remember Elizabeth exclaiming before Our Lady, 
her young kinswoman, “ Blessed are you who have believed 
that the promise made her by the Lord would be fulfilled” 
Mary perseveringly put that word into practice, but first of 
all she believed it and entrusted herself in faith to the Lord 
who had spoken to her. All through his public ministry our 
Lord was seeking faith and unmasking its counterfeits. 
The act of faith in God’s word is pivotal, and based on this 
faith a person then goes on to live it in everyday life. 

Let us place ourselves continually in the presence of 
Jesus Christ who lives in his Church and who speaks to the 
Church’s members, and through the Church he speaks to 
the world. Let us appreciate anew that all depends on the 
word of God and on our response to that word. If that 
response is forthcoming, the harvest promised by the 
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power of the word will surely come. But our response in 
the first instance depends on our faith in that word. Let us 
then pray to be disposed to believe the word 
wholeheartedly, and then on the basis of this belief, to put 
that word into daily practice. 

-- 
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Saturday of the Sixteenth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 54 (53): 6, 8 See, I have God for 
my help. The Lord sustains my soul. I will sacrifice to 
you with willing heart, and praise your name, O Lord, for it 
is good. 

Collect Show favour, O Lord, to your servants and 
mercifully increase the gifts of your grace, that, made 
fervent in hope, faith and charity, they may be ever 
watchful in keeping your commands. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Exodus 24:3-8; Ps 50:lb-2, 5-6, 14-15; 

Matthew 13:24-30 

Jesus proposed a parable to the crowds. “The 
Kingdom of heaven may be likened to a man who sowed 
good seed in his field. While everyone was asleep his 
enemy came and sowed weeds all through the wheat, and 
then went off. When the crop grew and bore fruit, the 
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weeds appeared as well. The slaves of the householder 
came to him and said, ‘Master, did you not sow good seed 
in your field? Where have the weeds come from?’ He 
answered, ‘An enemy has done this. ’ His slaves said to 
him, ‘Do you want us to go and pull them up? ’ He replied, 
‘No, if you pull up the weeds you might uproot the wheat 
along with them. Let them grow together until harvest; 
then at harvest time I will say to the harvesters, “First 
collect the weeds and tie them in bundles for burning; but 
gather the wheat into my barn. ” (Matthew 13:24-30) 

The weeds One of the very persistent problems 
most people will face is that of resentment, hurts and 
injury, and hence the difficulty in forgiving. It is possible 
to go right through life and never manage to forgive this or 
that person for the injury done. This is very 
understandable. But if one is a Christian then an outright 
refusal to forgive cannot be accepted, because Christ has 
commanded that we forgive from the heart. He has 
threatened that at our judgment we shall be treated as we 
treat others, and that if we refuse to forgive, forgiveness 
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will be refused to us. Of course, it is one thing to refuse to 
forgive. It is another thing to have great difficulty in 
forgiving despite one’s constant attempts to do so. It helps 
to remember that the injuries that constitute a burden in life 
and that cause so much ongoing resentment can, to a point, 
have been brought on somewhat by oneself, while having 
also been inflicted — often unjustly — by others. Well, 
even if to a large extent the injury you suffer from was 
brought on by yourself, still, the one who inflicted it can be 
very difficult to forgive. Now, I have often thought that for 
the person who wants to forgive but who finds it very 
difficult to do so, it is a real help to remember that the 
person who has caused the injury is himself an injured and 
faulty person. His having caused you the injury is itself to 
some extent due to his own limited, flawed and injured 
condition. He is flawed with impatience or lack of 
comprehension or whatever it might be. There is in his 
own make-up what we might call many weeds amid the 
wheat. Those weeds have caused him to react in the way 
he did, and you yourself have been injured as a result. The 
weeds have grown in his field, as they have in yours. The 
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result in your case is that you were injured but it helps to 
remember that the injury you suffer from is due to the 
weeds in both your fields. This common flawed condition 
which we might see represented in the image of weeds 
growing amid the wheat can help us be understanding 
towards those who injure us. 

This observation about the common difficulty in 
forgiving is really an aside, and is meant to illustrate a 
much more general point. The point is that the world of 
man which has come from God is not as God intended. 
Anything that comes from a good God must be good and if 
it is corrupted in some way or is found to contain the bad, 
then that element comes not from God but from another 
source: “an enemy”. An enemy has done this. The same 
applies to the Kingdom of God which was foretold dimly 
by the patriarchs and more clearly by the prophets, and 
which was announced and established by our Lord Jesus 
Christ. The Kingdom of God contains weeds in the midst 
of the wheat. It is this point which our Lord makes in his 
parable today. ‘'"The Kingdom of heaven may be likened to 
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a man who sowed good seed in his field. While everyone 
was asleep his enemy came and sowed weeds all through 
the wheat, and then went off. When the crop grew and 
bore fruit, the weeds appeared as weir (Matthew 
13:24-30). The Kingdom of God is found in the Person of 
Christ and one enters this kingdom by becoming a member 
of his body the Church through faith and baptism. Thus 
does the Kingdom that is in Christ embrace all those who 
are in him. The Catholic Church teaches that the Church 
which Christ founded subsists in the Catholic Church, 
though numerous elements of it are found outside its 
visible confines. The point of today’s parable, though, is 
that in this Kingdom which includes all who are in Christ 
there are many, many weeds. This accounts for the 
sinfulness that is always present in the Church which is the 
seed, the bearer and the herald of the Kingdom of God 
because Christ is her Head. The weeds that are present 
come from, our Lord tells us in his parable, “an enemy”, 
and we must be patient with this reality just as God is 
patient. The Church is holy because she has Christ for her 
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Head, but she is also flawed because she has fallen people 
for her members. Weeds grow with the wheat. 

Let us learn to be patient and compassionate with the 
world and with what God has in his inscrutable wisdom 
allowed in his providence. This applies to the very 
Kingdom of God which Christ brought to man in his own 
Person and which he offers in his body the Church, made 
up as it is of human beings united with their divine Head. 
There is wheat everywhere in the Kingdom and there are 
weeds everywhere too. Let us work for God every day in 
this reality, patient and ever faithful with the knowledge 
that the harvest time will most certainly come. 

-- 
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Seventeenth Sunday of Ordinary Time 


Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 68 (67): 6-7, 36 God is in his 
holy place, God who unites those who dwell in his house; 
he himself gives might and strength to his people. 

Collect O God, protector of those who hope in you, 
without whom nothing has firm foundation, nothing is 
holy, bestow in abundance your mercy upon us and grant 
that, with you as our ruler and guide, we may use the good 
things that pass in such a way as to hold fast even now to 
those that ever endure. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Genesis 18:20-32; Psalm 138:1-3, 6-8; 

Colossians 2:12-14; Luke 11:1-13 

Jesus was praying in a certain place, and when he 
had finished, one of his disciples said to him, “Lord, teach 
us to pray just as John taught his disciples. ” He said to 
them, “When you pray, say: Father, hallowed be your 
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name, your kingdom come. Give us each day our daily 
bread and forgive us our sins for we ourselves forgive 
everyone in debt to us, and do not subject us to the final 
test. ” And he said to them, “Suppose one of you has a 
friend to whom he goes at midnight and says, ‘Friend, lend 
me three loaves of bread, for a friend of mine has arrived 
at my house from a journey and I have nothing to offer 
him, ’ and he says in reply from within, ‘Do not bother me; 
the door has already been locked and my children and I 
are already in bed. I cannot get up to give you anything. ’ I 
tell you, if he does not get up to give the visitor the loaves 
because of their friendship, he will get up to give him 
whatever he needs because of his persistence. “And I tell 
you, ask and you will receive; seek and you will find; knock 
and the door will be opened to you. For everyone who 
asks, receives; and the one who seeks, finds; and to the one 
who knocks, the door will be opened. What father among 
you would hand his son a snake when he asks for a fish? 
Or hand him a scorpion when he asks for an egg? If you 
then, who are wicked, know how to give good gifts to your 
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children, how much more will the Father in heaven give 
the Floly Spirit to those who ask him? ” (Luke 11:1-13) 

Petition Anyone with a modicum of historical 
knowledge will know that religion is fundamental to 
human history and very much part of the cultures of man. 
The glaring exception — we could call it an anomaly — is 
the secular Western culture of the last few centuries since 
the Reformation and the Enlightenment, together with 
those cultures and philosophies that have been influenced 
by the secularisation of Western culture. Now, if religion 
has been part of human cultures, so has prayer because 
prayer is at the heart of religion. When we look at the life 
of prayer of mankind, be it public or private, we see an 
enormous variation. The question naturally arises then, 
how should we pray? We cannot simply look to the 
testimony and practices of the various peoples because 
their testimony differs so profoundly. There is no obvious 
consensus. Rather, in the first instance we must look to 
what God has revealed about prayer, and this flows from 
what he has revealed about himself because in prayer it is 
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to him that man addresses himself. What God has revealed 
about himself and about prayer is given to us in the 
Scriptures, both Old and New Testaments, and is 
interpreted and taught by the Church especially in her 
official catechisms. Now, is there any way of getting at the 
essence of what God has revealed to us about true prayer, 
prayer that is pleasing to him and therefore fruitful? Yes 
there is, and we do this by turning to the teaching of our 
Lord himself. What he teaches about prayer sums up the 
teaching of the Old Testament on prayer and fulfils it with 
his own revelation. Jesus Christ is our teacher in all things 
involving God and most especially in the art and practice 
of prayer. It needs to be stressed in our day that the 
Christian looks to him, to Jesus, for an understanding of 
prayer, and not primarily to sources other than Christ. Our 
Gospel passage today (Luke 11:1-13) is a most important 
expression of our Lord’s teaching on prayer. As ever, it is 
simple, concrete and illustrated by parables and parallels 
from everyday life. Firstly, it gives us our Lord’s own 
prayer, the prayer he taught his disciples when they asked 
him to teach them how to pray. It is the Lord’s Prayer and, 
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being this, it ought be a fundamental prayer for our whole 
life. 


Let us pray the Lord’s Prayer slowly and fervently 
every day, and whenever it is prayed or sung at Mass it 
ought never be said or sung just routinely. If we pray it 
well always during life, at the hour of our death we shall be 
able to pray it with deep fervour. I remember reading after 
Pope St Paul VI died in August 1978 that, as he was dying, 
he prayed the Lord’s Prayer in Latin. He is now a 
canonized saint. Imagine going from this life and into the 
presence of God with the Lord’s Prayer having filled our 
mind, heart and soul! It has been said that during the last 
moments of our life we draw on those simple things that 
have proved to be our nourishment and stay through the 
years. I invite you to make the Lord’s Prayer of our 
Gospel today just that, a principal prayer of your daily life 
and the life of your family. I recommend that you pray it 
with fervour often during each day and in your family, 
allowing its words to shape your spiritual life and the life 
of your family. It will shape our life with the thought that 
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God is the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, and because we 
are in Christ by faith and baptism, God is our loving Father 
too. In union with Jesus, we and every family address God 
as our Father. Because he is our Father we can address our 
petitions confidently to him — and our Lord tells us in the 
prayer he has taught us what those petitions ought be. We 
ought make those petitions our own and shape our lives 
according to them. Let us not take this prayer for granted 
simply because we know it so well. It contains in summary 
all God’s revelation on prayer and that is why the Church 
in her official catechisms — such as that of the Council of 
Trent, and the modern Catechism of the Catholic Church 
— usually presents her teaching on prayer as a 
commentary on the Lord’s Prayer. In our passage today, 
our Lord, having taught his Prayer to the disciples then 
goes on to comment on it. The comment he makes stresses 
the great confidence we ought have in presenting our 
petitions to God our Father. Our confidence ought be a 
share in the confidence of Jesus himself in praying to his 
heavenly Father. Our Lord tells us that if we ask we shall 
receive, most especially shall we receive the greatest of the 
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Father’s gifts, the gift of the Holy Spirit. In his Letter, St 
James is so confident of prayer that he writes that if we do 
not receive what we have asked for it is because we have 
not asked for it in the way we should. 

How should we address our petitions to our heavenly 
Father, then? We do it in the way and the attitude and the 
mind of Christ. We ought try to do everything, including 
our prayer, in Christ and as he would do it. When we pray 
we ought unite ourselves with our Lord and in his presence 
ask ourselves if he would be pleased to unite our petitions 
with his. Is my petition to God pleasing to him and does it 
bring glory to our heavenly Father? Is my petition one that 
I am convinced Christ would be pleased to make his own? 
If so, then present that petition perseveringly to God our 
Father, knowing that he will answer it in the way he knows 
is best for me and for his glory. Let every person and 
every family take to heart our Lord’s teaching on prayer in 
today’s Gospel, for prayer ought be the basis of the life of 
every person and every family. 
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Further reading : The Catechism of the Catholic Church, no. 
2598-2619 (The prayer of Jesus and Mary), 2734-2741 
(Child-like confidence in prayer) 

-- 
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Monday of the Seventeenth Week of Ordinary Time 


Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 68 (67): 6-7, 36 God is in his 
holy place, God who unites those who dwell in his house; 
he himself gives might and strength to his people. 

Collect O God, protector of those who hope in you, 
without whom nothing has firm foundation, nothing is 
holy, bestow in abundance your mercy upon us and grant 
that, with you as our ruler and guide, we may use the good 
things that pass in such a way as to hold fast even now to 
those that ever endure. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Exodus 32:15-24, 30-34; 

Psalml06:19-20, 21-22, 23; Matthew 13:31-35 

Jesus proposed a parable to the crowds. “The 
Kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed that a person 
took and sowed in afield. It is the smallest of all the seeds, 
yet when full-grown it is the largest of plants. It becomes a 


- 1672 - 



large bash, and the birds of the sky come and dwell in its 
branches. ” He spoke to them another parable. “The 
Kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took and 
mixed with three measures of wheat flour until the whole 
batch was leavened. ” All these things Jesus spoke to the 
crowds in parables. He spoke to them only in parables, to 
fulfil what had been said through the prophet: I will open 
my mouth in parables, I will announce what has lain 
hidden from the foundation of the world. (Matthew 
13:31-35) 

The Kingdom In our Gospel passage today we 
have yet another of our Lord’s parables describing the 
Kingdom of heaven. The Gospels make it clear that “the 
Kingdom” was central to our Lord’s preaching. He came 
to announce and establish “the Kingdom of heaven,” the 
“Kingdom of God.” That is to say, he had come to 
establish God’s active rule over the world, what Pope 
Benedict XVI in his masterly book Jesus of Nazareth 
prefers to call God’s “lordship.” This rule of God that was 
long foretold is not just a general kind of divine rule little 
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different from that always exercised by God over the work 
of his creation, but one that actively fights against sin and 
works towards his full and holy dominion. It has the 
Person of Jesus Christ for its centre, as a Kingdom it has a 
life of its own, it has a range of divinely instituted 
structures and, above all, it is a Kingdom of holiness 
amidst a world marred by sin. This active rule or lordship 
of God — the “Kingdom of heaven” — is present in its 
fullness in the Person of Jesus. Further, because Jesus 
abides among men as the Plead of his Church, this 
“Kingdom” can be located. The “Kingdom of heaven” is 
present and active in the Church Christ founded on Peter 
precisely because Christ in his fullness is to be found there. 
But now, let us turn to the words of our Lord today 
describing certain features of the new and promised 
lordship of God which our Lord was bringing. Our Lord 
tells us that it does not appear among men crashing through 
on to the scene in all its fullness, as it were. When 
Alexander the Great went from victory to victory 
conquering even the vast Persian Empire, his kingdom 
arrived, advanced and overturned all others before it. The 
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rule of God is not like that, even though it will eventually 
conquer all when God will be all in all. No, it will begin as 
something very small and even barely noticed. What is it 
like? It is like “ a mustard seed that a person took and 
sowed in afield. It is the smallest of all the seeds, yet when 
full-grown it is the largest of plants. It becomes a large 
bush, and the birds of the sky come and dwell in its 
branches ” (Matthew 13:31-35). 

What this means is that the final conquest and 
universal sovereignty of God over sin, and over a world 
that is largely alienated from him, begins unpromisingly — 
in the passion and death of Christ. It and grows quietly and 
amid numerous setbacks. But its final outcome is 
absolutely assured. Most especially it depends on our 
puny efforts sustained by grace. The mustard seed is “the 
smallest of all the seeds,” and we who are in Christ by faith 
and baptism are part of that seed. Our daily life is part of 
the process of that seed’s growth. Our tiny efforts aided by 
grace, our everyday duties, our ordinary responsibilities 
and the everyday round in which God has placed us, are all 
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the stuff of the mustard seed that has been sowed in the 
field and is slowly growing. The fundamental dynamic of 
growth is the same as that whereby it began — and that is 
the cross. The seed was planted in the field at the passion 
and death of Christ. It sprouted at his resurrection, and the 
means of its authentic growth remains the cross as borne by 
each of Christ’s members in his body the Church. That 
cross is working for the fulfilment of God’s will amid 
suffering and difficulty. The Church in her members bears 
the daily cross in the footsteps of the Master, and in doing 
this nourishes the growth of the mustard seed that is 
gradually advancing to its great size. There are setbacks 
and new beginnings, but the final result is assured. That 
result is God’s lordship over all when God in Christ will be 
all in all. What we must do is make the very most of our 
very limited daily life with all its possibilities and 
limitations to advance the honour and glory of God by the 
acceptance and the fulfilment of his will. Every little foot- 
soldier counts. It means that every person who is in Christ 
is part of an immensely grand project that is continually 
going on. Something is afoot that is far larger than the 
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activity and horizon of any one individual or group or 
society. That which is afoot is the advance of God’s active 
lordship and Kingdom, the “Kingdom of Heaven” as 
present and embodied in the Person of Jesus. 

There are two great Standards planted in the world 
and flying aloft. One is that of Christ, the other is that of 
Satan and all that is against Christ. Christ will win and his 
Kingdom is coming. Let us get with the strength that is 
Christ and work for him with joy in our everyday duties. 
The outcome is assured. Of Christ’s kingdom there will be 
no end. Let us not miss out on the victory celebration. 

-- 
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Tuesday of the Seventeenth Week of Ordinary Time 


Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 68 (67): 6-7, 36 God is in his 
holy place, God who unites those who dwell in his house; 
he himself gives might and strength to his people. 

Collect O God, protector of those who hope in you, 
without whom nothing has firm foundation, nothing is 
holy, bestow in abundance your mercy upon us and grant 
that, with you as our ruler and guide, we may use the good 
things that pass in such a way as to hold fast even now to 
those that ever endure. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Exodus 33:7-11; 34:5b-9, 28; 

Psalm 103:6-13; Matthew 13:36-43 

Jesus dismissed the crowds and went into the house. 
His disciples approached him and said, “Explain to us the 
parable of the weeds in the field. ” He said in reply, “He 
who sows good seed is the Son of Man, the field is the 
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world, the good seed the children of the Kingdom. The 
weeds are the children of the Evil One, and the enemy who 
sows them is the Devil. The harvest is the end of the age, 
and the harvesters are angels. Just as weeds are collected 
and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. 
The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will collect 
out of his Kingdom all who cause others to sin and all 
evildoers. They will throw them into the fiery furnace, 
where there will be wailing and grinding of teeth. Then the 
righteous will shine like the sun in the Kingdom of their 
Father. Whoever has ears ought to hear. ” (Matthew 
13:36-43) 

The Choice I remember many years ago following 
the Second Vatican Council, when the Pope St Paul VI 
stated that the smoke of Satan had appeared in the Church 
— he was referring to the abuses in doctrine and practice 
that were becoming rampant — his words were reported on 
television news with some mirth. What was considered 
amusing was St Paul Vi’s reference to “Satan.” For many, 
Satan is something of a joke. There is, incidentally, 
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another current in the popular imagination that 
overestimates Satanic power and we see that in the various 
movies of Satanic possession. Another tendency of 
modern secular man is to dismiss references to “Hell.” An 
eternal Hell is an impossibility if we are talking about a 
loving God — so it is assumed. Christ could not really 
mean that a person would be damned forever in torment 
were that person to die in the state of mortal sin. So runs 
the talk. But this kind of thinking is just what Satan wants, 
and it shows the peril of disregarding orthodox Christian 
doctrine. It can profoundly contribute to the loss of the 
sense of sin which is so characteristic of our age. In fact as 
even a cursory reading of the Gospels makes clear, Christ 
was insistent and explicit on the reality of Hell. Where in 
the Old Testament is there such clear teaching on Hell as 
there is found repeatedly in the words of Christ? He is far 
more explicit on this than any figure in the Old Testament, 
and the doctrine of Hell could be said to be one of the very 
distinctive revelations of Christ. Our Gospel passage today 
is a case in point, in which our Lord explains to his 
disciples the parable of the weeds in the field of wheat. 


- 1680 - 



The weeds are those in the world who do evil. “77te 
harvest is the end of the age, and the harvesters are angels. 
Just as weeds are collected and burned up with fire, so will 
it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send his 
angels, and they will collect out of his Kingdom all who 
cause others to sin and all evildoers. They will throw them 
into the fiery furnace, where there will be wailing and 
grinding ofteeth’'’ (Matthew 13:36-43). 

One famous Evangelical Anglican pastor of 
eighteenth century England was John Newton (1725-1807) 
who wrote the story of his conversion in the form of many 
letters gathered into a single publication (. Letters of a Slave 
Trader freed by God’s Grace). He was a writer of some 
hymns, the most well-known of which is his “Amazing 
Grace.” Anyone who has read the Letters — the account of 
his conversion while a young and spiritually reckless sailor 
— will notice the critical role that the thought of Hell had 
on his life. Two things came to the fore during a terrible 
storm at sea, firstly the precariousness of his life and 
secondly the judgment of God following death. Were he to 
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die now, he thought, what would happen? Hell would be 
the upshot of God’s judgment on him. This thought and 
the thoughts that followed it transformed his life and led 
him into the Anglican ministry and to a life as a dedicated 
pastor in Olney in Buckinghamshire and then at Woolnoth. 
Christ’s revelation about Hell is a very important 
revelation. Interestingly, one of the persons Newton came 
to influence was Thomas Scott, Evangelical pastor of 
Aston Sanford (author of The Force of Truth). Scott died 
some sixteen years after Newton. Again, the thought of the 
transience of life, of God’s judgment and of an eternity in 
Hell was decisive in turning Scott’s life around and, 
indeed, in setting him on the path to accept the doctrine of 
the Trinity. Hell proved to be a very important doctrine in 
Thomas Scott’s conversion. This is to say, it made of him a 
Christian. Further, let it be remembered that Blessed John 
Henry Newman in his Apologia Pro Vita Sua pays high 
tribute to the influence of Thomas Scott’s works on his 
own youthful years as an Anglican — to him, he writes, “I 
almost owe my soul”. Many examples could be cited of 
the role that the Christian doctrine of Hell can and should 
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play in turning away a person from sin and directing his 
mind and heart to God. St Ignatius Loyola gives the entire 
first week of his Spiritual Exercises over to the 
renunciation of sin, and meditation on Hell is a very 
important component in this process of the First Week. 

Let us take to heart Christ’s assurance that “a// who 
cause others to sin and all evildoers ” who do not repent 
will be thrown “into the fiery furnace, where there will be 
wailing and grinding of teeth”. As Newman writes at the 
end of one of his volumes ( The Development of Christian 
Doctrine ), life is short and eternity long. Let us then so 
live in God’s sight as to please him, and thus, aided by 
God’s grace, merit eternal life. 

-- 
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Wednesday of the Seventeenth Week of Ordinary Time 


Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 68 (67): 6-7, 36 God is in his 
holy place, God who unites those who dwell in his house; 
he himself gives might and strength to his people. 

Collect O God, protector of those who hope in you, 
without whom nothing has firm foundation, nothing is 
holy, bestow in abundance your mercy upon us and grant 
that, with you as our ruler and guide, we may use the good 
things that pass in such a way as to hold fast even now to 
those that ever endure. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Exodus 34:29-35; Psalm 99:5, 6, 7, 9; 

Matthew 13:44-46 

Jesus said to his disciples: “The Kingdom of heaven is 
like a treasure buried in a field, which a person finds and 
hides again, and out of joy goes and sells all that he has 
and buys that field. Again, the Kingdom of heaven is like a 
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merchant searching for fine pearls. When he finds a pearl 
of great price, he goes and sells all that he has and buys 
it. ” (Matthew 13:44-46) 

The Pearl There are some people, and perhaps 
many, who drift through life. That is to say, they never 
really dedicate themselves wholeheartedly to anything, or 
if they do, it is only by fits and starts and never becomes an 
abiding pattern in their life. Perhaps they never find 
anything that truly captures their interest, but even were 
they to find such a thing it is probable that they still would 
fail to give themselves to it with all their energies. There 
are others who do indeed wholly dedicate themselves to 
some project in life, but the question in their case is the 
value of the project itself, or at least the motives for their 
dedication to it. For instance, a person may devote himself 
might and main to the development of a business which 
itself may be good but his motive may be simply to acquire 
great personal wealth for himself. Others may devote 
themselves to projects which are very bad indeed, and 
which bring harm to themselves and many others. All this 
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is to say that one’s life ought be characterized by 
dedication and work, but dedication to worthy goals and 
for the right reasons. The all-important question is, to what 
ought I wholeheartedly devote my life? Christ provides us 
with the answer: I ought devote myself to what Christ calls 
the Kingdom of Heaven. Let us think of his words in 
today’s Gospel. “ The Kingdom of heaven is like a treasure 
buried in afield, which a person finds and hides again, and 
out of joy goes and sells all that he has and buys that field. 
Again, the Kingdom of heaven is like a merchant searching 
for fine pearls. When he finds a pearl of great price, he 
goes and sells all that he has and buys it ” (Matthew 13: 
44-46).The Kingdom of Heaven to which our Lord refers 
here is not just a vague and ideal state of things here and 
hereafter. It is God’s active lordship as present in Christ’s 
Person. Where is this lordship? Inasmuch as it is in Christ, 
it constantly abides in his body the Church. 

Our Lord tells us in his two brief parables today that 
this Kingdom — God’s lordship and saving regime in 
Christ — is the treasure par excellence of life. In his own 
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Person and grace, Christ has brought to mankind the 
priceless pearl with which nothing can compare: it is God 
and a share in his life. Everyone is called to discover this 
treasure and to leave everything behind in order to gain it. 
In essence, it means gaining Christ. To gain the pearl we 
must begin by drawing near to him. We must gaze on 
Christ who is, as Pope Benedict XVI observed in his many 
writings, the face of God. He who sees me, Christ assures 
us, sees the Father, and no one can come to the Father 
except through me. So one enters the Kingdom by entering 
into union with Jesus and by abiding in him as do, say, 
branches abide in a vine. The question then is, where is 
Jesus? Where, in Christ’s dispensation, is the field that 
contains this treasure that is Christ? Is the acquisition of 
this great pearl which is Christ to be done in just any 
fashion, or has Christ with all the heavenly blessings that 
are in him made himself accessible in a precise context? He 
has indeed, and that context is his body the Church. He, 
the embodiment and locale of the Kingdom of heaven, is to 
be found there. The Kingdom of heaven which is present 
in Christ and accessed through union with him is present in 
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his Church which he founded on the Apostles with Peter at 
their head. The Kingdom of heaven subsists there, and that 
Church which Christ founded to be his mystical body 
subsists in the Catholic Church. Christ our Lord tells us in 
our Gospel passage today that all should dedicate their 
lives to gaining access to this treasure which is life in him. 
As our Lord said on another occasion to Martha, few things 
are needed, indeed only one. That one necessary thing is to 
be “in Christ”, and those who possess this treasure by faith 
and baptism should devote themselves wholeheartedly to 
living their life in him worthily. 

Let us ponder on our Lord’s teaching given to us in 
his simple pictures. It tells us that there is available to us 
the pearl of great price which is the Kingdom. He himself 
is that pearl, and life’s great project is to find him in all his 
fullness and to live in him with all our heart. We must find 
how he means this to be done, and we must be ready to 
give up all to do it. 

-- 
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Thursday of the Seventeenth Week of Ordinary Time 


Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 68 (67): 6-7, 36 God is in his 
holy place, God who unites those who dwell in his house; 
he himself gives might and strength to his people. 

Collect O God, protector of those who hope in you, 
without whom nothing has firm foundation, nothing is 
holy, bestow in abundance your mercy upon us and grant 
that, with you as our ruler and guide, we may use the good 
things that pass in such a way as to hold fast even now to 
those that ever endure. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Exodus 40:16-21, 34-38; Psalm 84:3, 
4-6a and 8a, 11; Matthew 13:47-53 

Jesus said to the disciples: “The Kingdom of heaven 
is like a net thrown into the sea, which collects fish of every 
kind. When it is full they haul it ashore and sit down to put 
what is good into buckets. What is bad they throw away. 


- 1689 - 



Thus it will be at the end of the age. The angels will go out 
and separate the wicked from the righteous and throw them 
into the fiery furnace, where there will be wailing and 
grinding of teeth. ” “Do you understand all these things?” 
They answered, “Yes. ” And he replied, “Then every scribe 
who has been instructed in the Kingdom of heaven is like 
the head of a household who brings from his storeroom 
both the new and the old. ” When Jesus finished these 
parables, he went away from there. (Matthew 13:47-53) 

Fundamentals In the history of literature and 
philosophical writing, there have been works written on the 
utopian society. Plato wrote his Republic, St Thomas More 
his Utopia, and other works directly or indirectly on the 
subject could be mentioned. The drive towards a better 
and more just society is an excellent one, and the Church 
has a great body of social doctrine developed especially 
since the Encyclical Rerum Novarum of Leo XIII near the 
end of the nineteenth century. Occasionally there have 
been attempts not only at theorizing over a utopian society, 
but at constructing such a society, as an identifiable 
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community. The Church, with her vivid awareness of 
original sin, is aware that, however much a particular 
society might emphasize excellent social principles, 
original sin remains. There will be the good with the bad 
in human society and those who know and love the good 
must continually struggle for its triumph. Our Lord came 
among us preaching the promised Kingdom which God 
would himself establish, a Kingdom embodied in its 
fullness and in the first instance in the Person of Jesus. It is 
the Kingdom for which man and the world were intended. 
It will never end, and Christ is its King. While it is the 
utopia in the sense that it is the one and only republic or 
kingdom that is heading towards a utopian condition in the 
fullness of time, it nevertheless is no utopia as yet. That 
will come at the end. Like all purely transitory and earthly 
kingdoms (which it is not), it contains the good and the 
bad. In our Gospel passage today our Lord gives us a 
parallel from everyday work to describe it: “77ie Kingdom 
of heaven is like a net thrown into the sea, which collects 
fish of every kind. When it is full they haul it ashore and sit 
down to put what is good into buckets. What is bad they 
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throw away. Thus it will be at the end of the age.” In the 
Kingdom there are good and bad fish, and the good must 
somehow live with the bad till the definitive reckoning 
comes. 

While there are many implications of this for the 
everyday life of the one who wishes to be Christ’s disciple 
genuinely and in truth, the implication Christ wishes to 
teach us here is spelt out very explicitly. That implication 
is that there will be, following God’s judgment, not only 
the Kingdom in heaven, but eternal damnation in hell as 
well. Those who die in mortal sin in God’s sight will go 
there. This is not a myth, it is not just the imagery of some 
popular or natural religions (which, incidentally, it also 
happens to be), nor is it just a long-standing device to 
motivate and jolt people to be good. It is the formal 
teaching of the Son of God made man. Life is short 
however long a life it is, and then follows death. The same 
pattern applies to the entire world. However long lasting 
the world is, it will come to an end and by comparison with 
eternity, the life of even the world will be seen to be short. 
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Following this life, there will be God’s judgment — his 
judgment on the individual when he dies, and his judgment 
on the world and all in it when it too comes to an end. 
God’s judgment will be definitive and there will be no 
higher appeal. It will come, it will be over, and then all 
will be set for ever and ever. It will be heaven or it will be 
hell, and in either case there will be no end. It is only 
common sense to live in the light of these great final things 
that will sweep every man and woman into eternity, 
whether they wanted it so or not. These final things are 
death and God’s judgment followed by heaven or hell. Our 
Lord reveals it plainly in simple pictures: “Thus it will be 
at the end of the age. The angels will go out and separate 
the wicked from the righteous and throw them into the 
fiery furnace, where there will be wailing and grinding of 
teeth.” “Do you understand all these things?” (Matthew 
13:47-53). Our Lord wants us to understand these things 
so that his word might bear the fruit it can. 

One of the evils of certain instances of modern 
religion is “fundamentalism.” The nature of 
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“fundamentalism” is a further question and it is different 
from possessing the “fundamentals.” It is most important 
that we live in the light of the fundamentals , not missing 
the wood for the trees. Some of those fundamentals are the 
final things that all must face and that the entire world will 
face, those things which Christ has revealed will follow 
death. Let us take them to heart and live our daily lives 
accordingly. The one thing necessary both here and 
hereafter is Christ and life in him. 

-- 
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Friday of the Seventeenth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 68 (67): 6-7, 36 God is in his 
holy place, God who unites those who dwell in his house; 
he himself gives might and strength to his people. 

Collect O God, protector of those who hope in you, 
without whom nothing has firm foundation, nothing is 
holy, bestow in abundance your mercy upon us and grant 
that, with you as our ruler and guide, we may use the good 
things that pass in such a way as to hold fast even now to 
those that ever endure. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Leviticus 23:1, 4-11, 15-16, 27, 34b-37; 

Psalm 81:3-6, 10-llab; Matthew 13:54-58 

Jesus came to his native place and taught the people 
in their synagogue. They were astonished and said, 
“Where did this man get such wisdom and mighty deeds? 
Is he not the carpenter’s son? Is not his mother named 
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Mary and his brothers James, Joseph, Simon, and Judas? 
Are not his sisters all with us? Where did this man get all 
this? ” And they took offence at him. But Jesus said to 
them, “A prophet is not without honour except in his native 
place and in his own house. ” And he did not work many 
mighty deeds there because of their lack of faith. (Matthew 
13:54-58) 

Belief It is surely a fascinating phenomenon that for 
about thirty years there dwelt in a humble obscure village 
the Son of God made man. The great God himself walked 
among ordinary villagers and did what they did and was on 
totally familiar terms with them, without, of course, their 
realizing who he really was. He was a man — and God 
too. The only ones who knew this were his mother and her 
husband Joseph, his foster-father. He was perfectly all that 
man is called to be and at the same time was the divine Son 
of the Father. During those years at Nazareth he discreetly 
kept hidden his true identity from others until the time 
arrived for it gradually to be revealed, although prior to this 
they must have perceived something of his great goodness. 
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On one occasion during his public ministry when in debate 
with the religious leaders our Lord asked them, “Can any 
one of you convict me of sin?” They could not, and the 
same would have been the case with our Lord’s own 
townspeople. The second fascinating thing in all this is the 
response of his own townspeople to him, once he chose to 
reveal who he really was. After having been engaged in 
his public ministry (remember, our passage is drawn from 
the thirteenth chapter of Matthew), he returned to them and 
intimated clearly that he was the long awaited Messiah, the 
Prophet to come, and indeed he hinted at his being far more 
still. Their response? We are told in our passage today that 
“they took offence at him ” (Matthew 13:54-58). What was 
the reason for this lack of response — or rather for this 
positive rejection? We are not told very much about it but 
they were so used to our Lord, on their own terms, that 
they were totally unwilling to accept him on his new terms. 
As our Lord put it, “A prophet is not without honour except 
in his native place and in his own house.” Or, to cite the 
old slogan, familiarity breeds contempt. 
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This is a warning to those who do not yet know Christ 
and it is a warning also to those who do. In one sense our 
Lord’s townspeople knew our Lord very well, and in 
another sense they did not. When the revelation came, they 
failed to be open to it because they lacked a reverent 
openness to God and his unexpected action. This reverent 
openness to God is a disposition to obey, which is the 
fundamental disposition of religion. Cardinal Newman 
once wrote that religion is essentially a matter of obedience 
to the authority of God. It involves the readiness to obey 
whatever God might indicate to be his will. If that 
readiness is lacking, it will be shown in one’s response to 
God’s initiatives in our life. On the one hand, if a person 
has not heard much of Christ and yet has the readiness to 
obey God and the desire to know his will, this disposition 
will incline him to respond to Christ in faith once he is 
revealed. We see this time and again in the New 
Testament. On the other hand, those who do know Christ 
and have faith in him can nevertheless be very limited in 
their basic disposition. Their readiness to obey God is 
limited because they are attached to their own interests and 
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desires. They accept Christ to a point, but on their own 
terms and not on his. The upshot of this is that unless there 
is repentance in their life, true holiness in Christ is 
rendered impossible for them. Moreover, it can lead 
gradually to something far worse: a rejection of Christ and 
his company. Consider Judas, one of the Twelve. He 
began with a certain faith in Jesus, doubtlessly genuine, 
and on this basis was chosen by our Lord to be one of his 
select band. He was chosen to be an Apostle, one of the 
Twelve, no less. But his readiness for God’s will was 
limited and he gradually refused the further terms of 
discipleship that were revealed. It led to his abandonment 
of Christ altogether and his failure to repent. The response 
of our Lord’s townspeople is a grave pointer to many 
further refusals. 

Let us take to heart the refusal to believe of our Lord’s 
own townspeople. We can refuse to believe, and we can 
refuse to grow in belief. We can refuse to obey God, and 
we can refuse to grow in obedience. Rather, let us take our 
stand wholeheartedly in the company of Jesus and, as the 
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expression of our faith, let us always assent entirely to his 
teaching. That teaching is, supremely, teaching about 
Jesus himself and his plan for our salvation. Let us not 
refuse him, for on this depends our eternity. 

-- 
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Saturday of the Seventeenth Week of Ordinary Time 


Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 68 (67): 6-7, 36 God is in his 
holy place, God who unites those who dwell in his house; 
he himself gives might and strength to his people. 

Collect O God, protector of those who hope in you, 
without whom nothing has firm foundation, nothing is 
holy, bestow in abundance your mercy upon us and grant 
that, with you as our ruler and guide, we may use the good 
things that pass in such a way as to hold fast even now to 
those that ever endure. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Leviticus 25:1, 8-17; Psalm 67:2-3, 5, 7-8; 

Matthew 14:1-12 

Herod the tetrarch heard of the reputation of Jesus 
and said to his servants, “This man is John the Baptist. He 
has been raised from the dead; that is why mighty powers 
are at work in him. ” Now Herod had arrested John, bound 
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him, and put him in prison on account of Herodias, the 
wife of his brother Philip, for John had said to him, “It is 
not lawful for you to have her. ” Although he wanted to kill 
him, he feared the people, for they regarded him as a 
prophet. But at a birthday celebration for Herod, the 
daughter of Herodias performed a dance before the guests 
and delighted Herod so much that he swore to give her 
whatever she might ask for. Prompted by her mother, she 
said, “Give me here on a platter the head of John the 
Baptist. ” The king was distressed, but because of his oaths 
and the guests who were present, he ordered that it be 
given, and he had John beheaded in the prison. His head 
was brought in on a platter and given to the girl, who took 
it to her mother. His disciples came and took away the 
corpse and buried him; and they went and told Jesus. 
(Matthew 14:1-12) 

Detachment Historians know a good bit about 
Herod the Great, about his background, about his political 
activities, his association with Mark Antony, his dealings 
with Augustus, his impressive building achievements, his 
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astuteness and his gross and immoral life. His murder of 
the Holy Innocents as narrated by Matthew in his Gospel 
was typical of the ruthlessness of the man. Matthew 
perhaps had some interest in the Herods, because he tells 
us in our Gospel today that King Herod’s son, Herod 
Antipas the tetrarch, began hearing of Jesus. Christ 
referred on one occasion to this particular son of Herod the 
Great as “that fox”. He would not so much as speak to him 
when brought before him during his Passion. Such, 
incidentally, was the effect of Antipas’s life and sins — 
Christ would have nothing to do with him. In our passage 
today we are given a flashback to John the Baptist’s 
condemnation of this same Herod to his face, for his 
unlawful union with Herodias. Matthew gives us the detail 
that it was because of Herodias that Herod had arrested and 
imprisoned John. This passing remark of Matthew’s alerts 
us to the possibility that Herod may have been a little 
reluctant to gaol John. We learn from Mark’s Gospel that 
Herod “ 'feared John, knowing him to be a good and holy 
man, and gave him his protection ” (ch 6:20). He had a 
certain superstitious respect for John’s evident holiness of 
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life, whereas Herodias hated him precisely because he was 
so spiritually resolute. Herodias was the Lady Macbeth of 
the event. In Matthew’s presentation there is no redeeming 
feature in Herodias. She is cruel, hateful, scheming and 
without conscience. She seizes opportunities to manipulate 
Herod to gain her ends. St Matthew tells us that Herod 
wanted to kill John but feared the people. It seems then — 
if we take into account both Mark and Matthew — that 
Herod’s motives were complex. However, it is very 
evident that he is weak. He needs to be loved and 
esteemed by those who are close to him. And so under 
pressure from Herodias and because “of his oaths and the 
guests who were present ” he orders the death of the holy 
prophet (Matthew 14:1-12). 

All this tells us how serious and terrible a thing it is to 
be weak in the face of temptation. We could regard Herod 
and Herodias as the embodiments of two very different 
tendencies. Herodias stands forth as the type of 
unflinching and untroubled sinner who wreaks her evil 
with no remorse or hesitation. What could be done with 
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her? How could she be brought to repentance? She appears 
to be confirmed in her sins. At least the picture presented 
to us in Matthew’s sketch suggests as much. The type that 
is Herod is very different. While he hesitates before what 
is holy, he is mired in his sins, and his weaknesses are his 
total undoing. He cannot detach himself from his craving 
for acceptance and popularity — popularity with the people 
who looked on John as a prophet, popularity with his 
guests who witnessed his bravado in promising Herodias’s 
daughter whatever she wanted, and acceptance from 
Herodias who pressured him to gaol John in the first place. 
He goes to water and succumbs before temptation despite 
some better subliminal instincts, and perpetrates a horrible 
sin that prompts “ Christ to withdraw by boat to a lonely 
place where they could be by themselves ” (Matthew 
14:13). Our Lord was appalled and doubtlessly profoundly 
distressed by the news of his holy cousin’s death. Herod 
the tetrarch has executed the greatest of the prophets, the 
herald of the Messiah. As I said, Herod’s story tells us 
how terrible a thing it is to be weak before temptation. 
Weakness is no excuse for deliberate sin. We just must be 
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strong before temptation wherever it springs from. If a 
person is soft and weak by tendency (as was this Herod in 
his own way) that person must learn and gain fortitude. A 
person’s weakness can and will cause immense harm, 
unless it is overcome by resolute detachment from the sins 
and evils to which he is so weakly attached. He must learn 
a tough spiritual alertness, an avoidance of the occasions of 
certain temptations, detachment from what he 
characteristically craves, and a resolute desire to do what is 
right before God. 

In his great Spiritual Exercises, St Ignatius of Loyola 
stresses, as being of the foundation, complete detachment 
from everything other than the loving service of God. We 
ought strive daily for this detachment — which means 
striving daily to be totally attached to God and to his holy 
will. Let us work on this, remembering the tragic episode 
in our Gospel today, an episode which was the upshot of a 
weak attachment to popularity and the esteem of others. It 
is a terrible thing to be governed by human respect, and the 
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pity is that we can be oblivious to the fact that we are so 
governed. 
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The Eighteenth Sunday of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 70 (69): 2, 6 O God, come to my 
assistance; O Lord, make haste to help me! You are my 
rescuer, my help; O Lord, do not delay. 

Collect Draw near to your servants, O Lord, and answer 
their prayers with unceasing kindness, that, for those who 
glory in you as their Creator and guide, you may restore 
what you have created and keep safe what you have 
restored. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Ecclesiastes 1:2; 2:21-23; Psalm 90:3-6, 
12-14, 17; Colossians 3:1-5, 9-11; Luke 12:13-21 

Someone in the crowd said to Jesus, “Teacher, tell my 
brother to share the inheritance with me. ” He replied to 
him, “Friend, who appointed me as your judge and 
arbitrator?” Then he said to the crowd, “Take care to 
guard against all greed, for though one may be rich, one’s 
life does not consist of possessions. ” Then he told them a 
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parable. “There was a rich man whose land produced a 
bountiful harvest. He asked himself, ‘What shall I do, for I 
do not have space to store my harvest? ’ And he said, ‘This 
is what I shall do: I shall tear down my barns and build 
larger ones.There I shall store all my grain and other 
goods and I shall say to myself, “Now as for you, you have 
so many good things stored up for many years, rest, eat, 
drink, be merry!’” But God said to him, ‘You fool, this 
night your life will be demanded of you; and the things you 
have prepared, to whom will they belong? ’ Thus will it be 
for all who store up treasure for themselves but are not 
rich in what matters to God (Luke 12:13-21) 

The one thing necessary In the daily news of the 
modem world, the economy features prominently. This is 
natural and understandable. The possession and use of the 
material goods of life is of profound importance to man, 
and his happiness depends to a fair extent on the degree to 
which he meets his needs by gaining and using these 
goods. We need food and clothing. We need material 
shelter. We need to be able in some form to store up what 
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we have for our future security and also in order to enjoy 
some leisure — and leisure is in large measure the basis of 
culture. All this means that our happiness in life depend to 
a greater or lesser extent on our possessing material goods 
or having them at hand for our use. However, while 
material possessions can bring a certain happiness, as is 
obvious from what we see around us, their possession and 
use can cause strife and suffering. A person can work so 
exclusively at gaining many possessions that he can easily 
neglect other more important things. For instance, a person 
who works night and day to gain a lot of money — perhaps 
for good purposes too, such as to provide a quality 
education for his children — can easily neglect putting in 
time to be with his family, and time for his relationship 
with God. His desire to gain things could in due course 
seriously affect his relationships with many others, and 
nations have gone to war because of their desire for 
material goods. It does not take much ordinary human 
reasoning to appreciate that it is all too possible to become 
over-attached to material things, in a word to become quite 
avaricious to the neglect of a life of unselfish love. About 
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two and a half thousand years ago Buddha, in India, set out 
on a quest to find the key to happiness. He decided that it 
consisted in detachment from all desire for things and the 
attainment of what he called Enlightenment. There is a 
certain truth in what he said, but it did not go far enough. 
God wants us to be rich, but the question is, rich in what 
sense? What does God really want us to have, and how 
does the possession of material things fit into this? 

In our Gospel passage today, a person in the crowd 
asks our Lord to adjudicate justly on his behalf with his 
brother who would not share the inheritance. Our Lord 
told him he had not come to perform that kind of service, 
but immediately went on to warn against avarice of any 
kind. If our life, our Lord explains, is given over just to the 
acquisition of material goods, what will happen to them 
when we die? Whose will they be then? Let us often ponder 
on our Lord’s very simple story of the “rich man whose 
land produced a bountiful harvest'’ (Luke 12:13-21). The 
rich man of the parable thought of nothing else, wanted 
nothing else, and prepared for nothing else. He forgot that 
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he was mortal, indeed that life was short and very 
precarious, and that following death there is the judgment 
of God. In thinking of death and the judgment of God we 
think of what is in fact the climax of life, and all we do 
during life ought be done in light of it. This thought will 
teach us that few things are needed, indeed only one. That 
one thing is God and living in a way that is pleasing to him. 
If that is all that matters ultimately, then that is all that 
matters here and now, and every day of our life. It means 
that in all our daily efforts to gain the material things which 
we need for ourselves and for our families, what matters is 
God and doing all this in a way that is pleasing to him. In 
other words we should strive to be totally attached to God 
and his holy will, and committed to gaining and using 
material things only to the extent and only in the way that 
God wants. What matters is God, God in Christ our Lord 
— and being pleasing to him. The truly important thing in 
life is to succeed in the love of God, and not just to succeed 
in gaining plenty of money and, in the process, losing God. 
If we are indeed successful in gaining money, all the 
money that we gain ought be used for the love and service 
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of God, whatever that will mean in the context of our 
particular calling. 

This is an extremely important lesson to be learned by 
every man or woman. In all our dealings with the world 
and all it offers, the important thing is Christ our Lord and 
all that he offers. What he offers is friendship with him. 
This is the one thing necessary and it is this which should 
be at the heart of all the work we put in to gain the material 
possessions we undoubtedly need. This lesson can be 
learnt in large part by reflecting often on the precariousness 
and shortness of life to be followed by the judgment of 
God. If our life is marked by a profound attachment to 
Christ and a detachment from the other things that we must 
necessarily deal with in life, our death will be the supreme 
moment of union with Jesus when we surrender all into his 
keeping. Our death will be the final act of detachment 
from this world and total abandonment to the will and the 
care of God, the one whom we love. It will be the supreme 
act of union with Jesus, a share in his supreme act of union 
with his Father in his sacrifice at Calvary. Let us then 
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resolve to make holy all our use of this world’s goods so 
that this world’s goods will serve their true purpose, which 
is our sanctification. Let us so deal with the things of this 
world that we and the world are sanctified. 

Further reading : The Catechism of the Catholic Church , no 
2534-2550 (The tenth commandment), 1681-1683 (Death 
as the Christian’s final Pass-over), 988-1014 (I believe in 
the resurrection of the body). 

-- 
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Monday of the Eighteenth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 70 (69): 2, 6 O God, come to my 
assistance; O Lord, make haste to help me! You are my 
rescuer, my help; O Lord, do not delay. 

Collect Draw near to your servants, O Lord, and answer 
their prayers with unceasing kindness, that, for those who 
glory in you as their Creator and guide, you may restore 
what you have created and keep safe what you have 
restored. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Numbers 11: 4-15; Psalm 801 

Matthew 14: 13-21 

When Jesus heard what had happened, he withdrew 
by boat privately to a solitary place. Hearing of this, the 
crowds followed him on foot from the towns. When Jesus 
landed and saw a large crowd, he had compassion on them 
and healed their sick. As evening approached, the 
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disciples came to him and said, This is a remote place, and 
it’s already getting late. Send the crowds away, so that 
they can go to the villages and buy themselves some food. 
Jesus replied, They do not need to go away. You give them 
something to eat. We have here only five loaves of bread 
and two fish, they answered. Bring them here to me, he 
said. And he directed the people to sit down on the grass. 
Taking the five loaves and the two fish and looking up to 
heaven, he gave thanks and broke the loaves. Then he 
gave them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to 
the people. They all ate and were satisfied, and the 
disciples picked up twelve basketfuls of broken pieces that 
were left over. The number of those who ate was about five 
thousand men, besides women and children. (Matthew 
14:13-21) 

Jesus Our passage today is from Matthew. The 
Gospel of Mark (6: 33-44) reports the same event, which is 
the multiplication of the five loaves and two fish. Five 
thousand men were fed (Matthew telling us that women 
and children are not included in this number), and twelve 
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baskets of scraps were collected at the end. Presumably, 
this meant a basket collected by each of the Twelve. The 
two accounts (Matthew and Mark) are very similar, but are 
not a simple copy one of the other, for there are 
differences. There are also a few differences between their 
accounts and that of Luke (9:11-17). Matthew does not 
give us the name of the locality — telling us that it is “a 
desert country,” “a lonely place.” Mark states that it was 
“a lonely place”. Obviously, it was across the Lake of 
Tiberius. Luke tells us that the “five loaves and two fishes” 
were used to feed “about five thousand men” and that 
twelve baskets were gathered up at the end. He adds that it 
was “in the Bethsaida country, where they could be alone.” 
John reports the event too, and it is obvious that John sees 
great significance in the event of the multiplication of the 
five loaves and the two fish (6:5-13). For him, it shows 
that Jesus is the Prophet foretold by Moses (6:14), the 
Messiah-King (though interpreted by the crowds as a 
political king 6:15), the new Moses giving bread from 
heaven (6:32), and the true Bread from heaven that gives 
life to the world. Above all, it is a sign of the holy 
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Eucharist which gives eternal life. The fact that all four 
gospels report the event (one different from the feeding of 
the four thousand with the seven loaves), shows its 
importance in the public ministry of our Lord. Matthew, 
from whose Gospel we have our passage today, presents 
the miracle with little comment, inviting us to contemplate 
the facts as they stand. There is, though, one observation 
by Matthew which was at the heart of the miracle that he 
describes. We are invited to consider this detail as we read 
his inspired text. It is that Matthew sets forth the 
compassion of Jesus Christ: “ he took pity on them, and 
healed those who were sick'’'’ (14:14). 

This testimony to Christ’s compassion is yet another 
indicator of the surpassing moral quality of his heart and 
soul. I have often thought that one conviction which has 
taken possession in contemporary Western culture 
(especially since, say, the 1960s), has been that human 
nature is always and irretrievably flawed. By this I mean 
that human nature and apparent moral grandeur tend to be 
viewed cynically. There have been exceptions to this 
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common perception. For instance, Mother Teresa of 
Calcutta was the object of adulation and she was 
recognized as a living saint. On one occasion she was told 
this by a journalist at a kind of press conference. This was 
not seen as due to her personal love for Jesus Christ and 
her unyielding service of him, but because of her service of 
the poor. This admirable commitment of her life was not 
essentially connected, in the popular mind, with her 
Catholic Faith. Granted such exceptions one of which she 
was perceived to be, the modern instinct is to discount 
moral grandeur. I remember the characters of the movies 
and popular comic-stories of the mid-twentieth century. 
Many were unambiguously morally good, though rarely 
religious. That changed, and the “good” characters became 
routinely immoral in significant respects. For instance, the 
“Saint” character in the espionage stories was an adulterous 
womanizer — though presented as admirable in charm and 
competence. Yes, modem man tends to discount inner 
moral grandeur. Granted the exceptions, man is considered 
as unable to have a pure and noble heart, and the Christian 
saint tends to be taken to be a fantasy. Now, as a matter of 
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fact, man cannot attain sanctity on his own because of the 
Original Fall, which cut off his human nature from its share 
in the life of God. The real possibility of sanctity for man 
is precisely the blessing brought to “all the families of the 
earth ” (Genesis 12:3) by Jesus Christ. “This is the will of 
God, your sanctification”, and it is Christ, and only Christ, 
who has made this possible. Christ is this Blessing. The 
Person of Christ embodies to perfection all that can be 
conceived of human sanctity. The historical Jesus is 
humanity’s utterly perfect Saint, and he brings sanctity to 
us. 


The mention of Christ’s compassion in our Gospel 
today reminds us of this. There was not the slightest moral 
imperfection in the man Jesus. In no sense did he fail to 
the slightest degree in his moral life. He was morally 
perfect, and this, for modern man, is an especially 
astounding proposition. The Catholic Faith has also 
informed the world that, due to the gift of Christ’s Spirit 
and grace, his own earthly mother was full of grace and 
free of all sin, though far behind her Son in the height, 
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depth and power of his sanctity. This is because while she 
was a human person, he was a divine Person and so the 
fount of all goodness. Contemplating the sanctity of Jesus 
Christ as showed here in his compassion, let us bow down 
in our hearts before him whose very sandals we are not 
worthy to untie (John 1:27). 

-- 
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Tuesday of the Eighteenth Week of Ordinary Time 


Entrance Antiphon Ps 70 (69):2, 6 O God, come to my 
assistance; O Lord, make haste to help me! You are my 
rescuer, my help; O Lord, do not delay. 

Collect Draw near to your servants, O Lord, and answer 
their prayers with unceasing kindness, that, for those who 
glory in you as their Creator and guide, you may restore 
what you have created and keep safe what you have 
restored. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Numbers 12:1-13; Psalm 51:3-7, 12-13; 

Matthew 14:22-36 

Jesus made the disciples get into a boat and precede 
him to the other side of the sea, while he dismissed the 
crowds. After doing so, he went up on the mountain by 
himself to pray. When it was evening he was there alone. 
Meanwhile the boat, already a few miles offshore, was 
being tossed about by the waves, for the wind was against 
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it. Daring the fourth watch of the night, he came toward 
them, walking on the sea. When the disciples saw him 
walking on the sea they were terrified. “It is a ghost, ” they 
said, and they cried out in fear. At once Jesus spoke to 
them, “Take courage, it is I; do not be afraid. ” Peter said 
to him in reply, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to 
you on the water. ” He said, “Come. ” Peter got out of the 
boat and began to walk on the water toward Jesus. But 
when he saw how strong the wind was he became 
frightened; and, beginning to sink, he cried out, “Lord, 
save me!” Immediately Jesus stretched out his hand and 
caught him, and said to him, “O you of little faith, why did 
you doubt? ” After they got into the boat, the wind died 
down. Those who were in the boat did him homage, 
saying, “Truly, you are the Son of God. ” After making the 
crossing, they came to land at Gennesaret. When the men 
of that place recognized him, they sent word to all the 
surrounding country. People brought to him all those who 
were sick and begged him that they might touch only the 
tassel on his cloak, and as many as touched it were healed. 
(Matthew 14:22-36) 
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Jesus Christ Who is there in all of history who can 
compare with Christ in his power and goodness? For 
instance, I am not aware of anyone in all of history who is 
recorded as having done what Jesus did on the occasion 
narrated in our Gospel of today. Our Lord, having 
dismissed the crowds, directed his disciples to go across 
the sea to the other side. He then went up the mountain to 
pray alone in the Spirit with his heavenly Father. Then 
“during the fourth watch of the night ” he walked on the sea 
towards them in the midst of the wind and the tossing 
waves. Presumably there was moonlight, and what a 
spectacle for the disciples to behold! Think of the mightiest 
personages in the history of the world. Who of them have 
done this? — not to mention the many other prodigies 
worked by Christ! But now, let us gaze upon him. There 
he stands speaking to them, “Take courage, it is I; do not 
be afraid'' (Matthew 14:22-36). What a voice to come to 
them from the midst of the sea, the waves, the darkness and 
the wind! Simon Peter appeals to Jesus in his impetuous 
and then sinking faith, and is sustained by the calm and 
strong hand of Christ who helps him, from the sea, back 
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into the boat. The overwhelming impression that Christ 
gives to his disciples is of power, the power to be with 
them in any difficult circumstance, and the power to save. 
It is the very power of Yahweh whose name means, I am. 
That is, I am the One who is and who is there with you. 
How similar to the words of Yahweh to Moses at the 
Burning Bush (“I am!”) are our Lord’s own words to his 
disciples from the midst of the wind and the waves: “It is 
7.” I am the ultimate source of strength and security, the 
one firm rock of all that is, the One who is always with 
you and on whom you can rely. There is no need to fear, 
for I am with you. Therefore I bid you, do not be afraid. 
Christ’s words from the storm ought be our stay whatever 
life may bring. The one thing that will lead us to sink is if 
we do not believe them. 

Christ enters the boat having helped Simon back into 
it, and takes his place. The wind forthwith dies down. 
Christ is lord not only of sickness and human afflictions 
but of the world and its unruly elements. It is a pointer to 
what he would say after his glorification following his 
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resurrection, that all authority in heaven and on earth had 
been given to him. He takes his seat in the boat and his 
disciples, in wonderment and veneration before him, 
proclaim him as being “truly the Son of God.” Christ 
accepts the title, for that is who he is. This man, so 
accessible, so humble, so meek, so compassionate and 
loving, is the living God in all its literal truth. He is the 
Powerful One. He is the one God, though not the Father 
who is also the one God. Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the 
living God and he has come to be with afflicted man 
amidst the storms of his precarious existence that is so 
beset with sin. He comes with the message man longs to 
hear: “ Courage, it is I. Do not be afraid!” When we fail to 
believe he says to us as he did to Simon, “ O you of little 
faith, why did you doubt?” Modem secular man does 
doubt, and doubts profoundly. Peter sank because he did 
not believe. If we do not believe, we shall sink also. We 
must appeal to Christ as the One who is most real, who is 
really out there and yet so very near. Christ is a fact, and 
the facts of our Gospel account of today were witnessed. I 
read an article once by a (theist) professor of philosophy 
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who stated in passing that pure philosophy brings little that 
is certain. That was an interesting admission and one that, 
as a matter of fact, I myself would cavil at. But it reminds 
us that Christianity is not a philosophical or religious 
theory. It is a religion based on hard facts, facts that 
happened. These facts were witnessed, and the Christian 
accepts the testimony of the witnesses because it is 
trustworthy. The unique Person of Jesus is the heart of the 
Christian religion, and he is a fact, and we have some of 
those facts in our Gospel passage today. Our faith in the 
midst of troubles is based on the hard fact of Jesus. 

Let us place ourselves daily in the scenes of the 
Gospel and rejoice in the Person of Jesus who is portrayed 
there in all his living reality. This same Jesus lives now 
and he is present with us above all in the Church his body. 
This Church, founded on the Apostles gathered around the 
Master, offers to everyone abundant access to the Person 
and blessings of Jesus, her head and bridegroom. Let us 
look to him always, hearing his consoling words, 
“ Courage . It is I. Do not be afraid 7” 
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Wednesday of the Eighteenth Week of Ordinary Time 


Entrance Antiphon Ps 70 (69):2, 6 O God, come to my 
assistance; O Lord, make haste to help me! You are my 
rescuer, my help; O Lord, do not delay. 

Collect Draw near to your servants, O Lord, and answer 
their prayers with unceasing kindness, that, for those who 
glory in you as their Creator and guide, you may restore 
what you have created and keep safe what you have 
restored. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Numbers 13:1-2, 25-14:1, 26a-29a, 34-35; 
Psalm 106:6-7ab, 13-14, 21-23; Matthew 15: 21-28 

At that time Jesus withdrew to the region of Tyre and 
Sidon. And behold, a Canaanite woman of that district 
came and called out, “Have pity on me, Lord, Son of 
David! My daughter is tormented by a demon. ” But he did 
not say a word in answer to her. His disciples came and 
asked him, “Send her away, for she keeps calling out after 
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us. ” He said in reply, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of 
the house of Israel. ” But the woman came and did him 
homage, saying, “Lord, help me. ” He said in reply, “It is 
not right to take the food of the children and throw it to the 
dogs. ” She said, “Please, Lord, for even the dogs eat the 
scraps that fall from the table of their masters. ” Then Jesus 
said to her in reply, “O woman, great is your faith! Let it 
be done for you as you wish. ” And her daughter was 
healed from that hour. (Matthew 15: 21-28) 

Evil and suffering It is especially when things are 
difficult that the ways of God seem incomprehensible. It 
was when the just man Job was struck with afflictions of 
all kinds that the problem of God and his ways bore down 
on him. Why is God allowing all this, since — or if — he 
is the good God? It is a question which rises from the heart 
of man from generation to generation. What is to be said 
of the event dubbed “9/11,” — the great terrorist attack in 
the United States that destroyed the lives of thousands of 
innocent citizens in a matter of moments? There is so much 
bewildering suffering borne by so many people who may 
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not question the existence or goodness of God, but whose 
ways are a mystery to them. In the case of others, this 
unexplained suffering tempts them to reject God and they 
often do reject him. Others cannot understand how it is 
that God seems to ignore their prayers for relief. Terrorists 
capture a group of innocent tourists or aid workers and 
demand the release of their own people by the authorities. 
If they are not released they will begin executing the 
hostages. Full of anguish the families of those captured 
pray to God for the release of their hostage relatives. The 
terrorists begin executing them because their demands are 
not met. What was God doing in all of this? He was there, 
so why did he not stop it because, after all, he is God? In 
the case of so many persons in so many different situations 
of difficulty, God seems to make no difference despite all 
their prayers. It is the problem of the apparent silence of 
God in the face of evil. To some, God seems to be as if 
dead, and to others he seems to be strangely absent. To 
others he seems not to care. Others do not doubt the 
presence and goodness of God but it truly tests their faith. 
Can the Gospel portrayal of Jesus throw some light on 
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God’s apparent lack of response to human need, and to his 
lack of response to prayer for help? 

This question cannot be answered in a few lines. 
Cardinal Newman in his Apologia Pro Vita Sua (1864) 
openly acknowledges the daunting problem of evil and 
states that were it not for the instinctive and unmistakable 
testimony of his conscience assuring him of the reality of 
God, the problem of evil would probably have led him into 
unbelief. Well then, does our Gospel passage of today help 
us in any way? Consider the setting (Matthew 15: 21-28). 
Christ has sought a temporary respite from his public 
ministry by going with his disciples to a Gentile territory, 
that of Tyre and Sidon. Humanly speaking, it was not his 
intention to engage in public ministry during that retreat. 
That is to say, humanly, he intended to leave untouched by 
miracles the needs of those who were suffering in that 
region. But somehow word reached the ears of the 
desperate Canaanite woman and she pursued our Lord, 
refusing to accept any rejection. Our Lord answered her 
not a word. On this occasion he was silent in the face of 
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need and requests. Why was this? We are not told. In 
view of the upshot we can say that he was testing her. But 
also, in view of his prior intention, it was not our Lord’s 
intention to engage here and now in the healing ministry 
that was part and parcel of his mission to the House of 
Israel. Furthermore, he was sent only to the chosen people 
of Israel. He would reach the Gentiles in due course 
through the activity of his Church. So for various reasons, 
our Lord was silent before the pleas of the crying woman 
and neither the woman nor our Lord’s disciples understood 
his reasons. The lesson is that there are various reasons — 
known only to him — why from generation to generation 
our Lord remains seemingly silent before the pleas of this 
or that suffering man, woman or society, for whom he died 
on the cross. But what did the Gentile woman do in the 
face of this silence? She did not simply give up and leave 
full of disappointment and resentment. She kept up her 
petitions. Her clamours increased because she knew that 
our Lord was powerful and very good. Our Lord joyfully 
gave in, and commended the woman for her great faith. 
She was persistent and her wish was granted. 
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There is no one answer to the problem of evil, and 
what happened in the case of the Canaanite woman here is 
not the way God necessarily works in all cases. But our 
Lord does teach elsewhere in the Gospel that we are to 
pray unceasingly and never lose heart. In her own way 
that is what the woman of our scene did. The message is 
that if we pray to God perseveringly and not lose heart he 
will answer our prayers, not necessarily in the way we have 
asked, but in a way that will surprise and truly benefit us. 
God is the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, and therefore 
our loving Father. 

-- 
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Thursday of the Eighteenth Week of Ordinary Time 


Entrance Antiphon Ps 70 (69):2, 6 O God, come to my 
assistance; O Lord, make haste to help me! You are my 
rescuer, my help; O Lord, do not delay. 

Collect Draw near to your servants, O Lord, and answer 
their prayers with unceasing kindness, that, for those who 
glory in you as their Creator and guide, you may restore 
what you have created and keep safe what you have 
restored. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Numbers 20:1-13; Psalm 95:1-2, 6-9; 

Matthew 16:13-23 

Jesus went into the region of Caesarea Philippi and 
he asked his disciples, “Who do people say that the Son of 
Man is?” They replied, “Some say John the Baptist, others 
Elijah, still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets. ” He 
said to them, “But who do you say that I am? ” Simon Peter 
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said in reply, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living 
God. ” Jesus said to him in reply, “Blessed are you, Simon 
son of Jonah. For flesh and blood has not revealed this to 
you, but my heavenly Father. And so I say to you, you are 
Peter, and upon this rock I will build my Church, and the 
gates of the netherworld shall not prevail against it. I will 
give you the keys to the Kingdom of heaven. Whatever you 
bind on earth shall be bound in heaven; and whatever you 
loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. ” Then he strictly 
ordered his disciples to tell no one that he was the Christ. 
From that time on, Jesus began to show his disciples that 
he must go to Jerusalem and suffer greatly from the elders, 
the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed and on the 
third day be raised. Then Peter took Jesus aside and 
began to rebuke him, “God forbid, Lord! No such thing 
shall ever happen to you. ” He turned and said to Peter, 
“Get behind me, Satan! You are an obstacle to me. You 
are thinking not as God does, but as human beings do. ” 
(Matthew 16:13-23) 
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He is Lord Consider the great personages of 
human history and ask yourself, whose claims are the most 
arresting and who, more than anyone in history, must each 
person make a decision over? There are some who have 
dominated the stage in a political, military, economic or 
literary sense and yet about whose identity there is no issue 
or question. Take Alexander the Great, or Julius Caesar, or 
Aristotle, or any one of a number of great figures of the 
past, and of course they have come and gone. They do not 
claim the loyalty of our hearts and there is no discussion as 
to their ultimate personal authority. The case is somewhat 
different with certain outstanding religious figures who 
have initiated entire religions. A religion necessarily 
commands the soul of its adherent. Consider Zoroaster, or 
Buddha, or Confucius, or Mahomet, and many other 
founders of religious traditions and movements who have 
lived since them. Their persons live on the memory of 
their adherents and in their teachings and legacies. They 
command the allegiance of the hearts of their followers 
who choose to shape their lives according to their doctrines 
and example. But who is there among this select category 
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of persons in human history whose claims transcend all 
others, and the quality of whose life no one can dismiss? 
The one that stands out is Jesus Christ. Mahomet made 
claims to a unique revelation — although to many 
observers it appears clear that his religious experiences 
were interpreted, to a point, by drawing on elements of 
Christian and especially Jewish revelation. Islam claims 
for Mahomet the status of greatest of prophets, but — 
incidentally — was that Mahomet’s own claim, or that of 
those who immediately followed him? Whatever of that 
aside, the claims of Jesus Christ transcend all others as 
does the moral stature of his Person. His figure, as 
presented by those who witnessed him and as presented by 
the great Tradition about him, is the most arresting of all. 
It all means at least this that, if one professes to seek the 
truth, one must turn to consider the Person of Jesus Christ. 

Ponder on the Gospel passage of today in which our 
Lord directly asks the question which, because of his own 
greatness, may be asked in any generation. “W /20 do 
people say that the Son of Man is?” This question cries out 
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for an answer because one’s whole life is at stake in it, as is 
the life of nations. We can ask the same question of the 
greatest of philosophers, writers, economists, statesmen 
and military commanders and the answer is given as to his 
identity without more ado. Not so with Jesus Christ. Who 
do people say the Son of Man is? The disciples give our 
Lord various answers that can be expected of any era: 
basically that he is a great religious teacher and leader, one 
who is in touch with God and who gives God’s word to 
mankind. In a word, that he is a true and great prophet. 
Plenty of persons before him laid successful claim to being 
a prophet, but for Christ this was in no way the answer to 
his question. “But who do you say that I am?” Simon 
Peter said in reply, “You are the Christ, the Son of the 
living God. ” Jesus said to him in reply, “Blessed are you, 
Simon son of Jonah. For flesh and blood has not revealed 
this to you, but my heavenly Father” (Matthew 16:13-23). 
Christ claimed to be the promised Messiah and the very 
Son of the living God. He came bearing in his own person 
the kingdom of heaven which is God’s lordship over men. 
As we read in the Gospel text, he now moves to establish 
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his Church on a visible rock as the means for all to attain 
entry into this divine kingdom. Simon is that rock and to 
him Christ gives the keys to this kingdom. Everything is at 
stake here. All this means that every person must take 
seriously the Person of Jesus Christ, for his claims are 
utterly unique and carry enormous ramifications. By 
implication each must take seriously the Kingdom he 
claimed to establish here on earth, the Church he built as 
the means to access this Kingdom, and the one rock on 
whom Christ built his Church and to whom he gave the 
keys. Our Gospel passage of today is such that the Person 
of Christ cannot be taken casually. Everything hinges 
around and on him. If Christ’s claims are untrue, he must 
be a knave or a fool. But who could possibly say this? 

Let us place ourselves in the company of the living 
risen Jesus to whom all authority in heaven and on earth 
has been given. He is Lord of lords and King of kings. His 
empire will never be destroyed. Each of us can say with 
Thomas after the resurrection that he is “my Lord and my 
God.” There is no one like him and as St Paul writes, in 
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him is to be found every heavenly blessing. Let us then 
cast our whole lot with him and allow nothing to lead us 
from him. 


Vb»©«dv 
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Friday of the Eighteenth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 70 (69):2, 6 O God, come to my 
assistance; O Lord, make haste to help me! You are my 
rescuer, my help; O Lord, do not delay. 

Collect Draw near to your servants, O Lord, and answer 
their prayers with unceasing kindness, that, for those who 
glory in you as their Creator and guide, you may restore 
what you have created and keep safe what you have 
restored. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Deuteronomy 4: 32-40; Psalm 76; 

Matthew 16: 24-28 

Then Jesus said to his disciples, If anyone would come 
after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross and 
follow me. For whoever wants to save his life will lose it, 
but whoever loses his life for me will find it. What good 
will it be for a man if he gains the whole world, yet forfeits 
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his soul? Or what can a man give in exchange for his 
soul? For the Son of Man is going to come in his Father’s 
glory with his angels, and then he will reward each person 
according to what he has done. I tell you the truth, some 
who are standing here will not taste death before they see 
the Son of Man coming in his kingdom. (Matthew 16:24- 
28) 


The Cross I once read that a survey was taken in 
Italy, comparing the popularity of the Dalai Lama with 
Pope Benedict XVI, and that the Dalai Lama scored ahead 
of the Pope. Of course, this means very little — how 
would our Lord have scored if, when hanging from the 
cross, his “popularity” was compared with some other 
celebrity of the ancient world, say, that of Caesar? That 
aside, let us, for a moment, turn to the message of the Dalai 
Lama. One of his most important points (apart from the 
plight of Tibetans) appears to be the importance of 
compassion as the source of a happy life. He has 
pronounced views on a variety of moral matters and says 
that he is active in spreading India’s message of non- 
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violence and religious harmony throughout the world. “I 
am the messenger of India’s ancient thoughts the world 
over.” Consider Buddhism — it is much studied in 
University schools of Religion. Basically, it is intended as 
a path to liberation, especially from suffering. It is viewed 
as a means to attain the permanently happy life. The 
evidence of the early texts suggests that Siddartha Gautama 
(the Buddha) was born on the periphery, both 
geographically and culturally, of the north-eastern Indian 
subcontinent in the 5th century BC, many decades after, for 
example, the prophet Haggai. In a series of “sights” 
(encountering an old man, a sick man, a corpse and, finally, 
an ascetic holy man), he encountered the horror of 
suffering, and he resolved to abandon his comfortable life 
and take up the quest for a permanent end to suffering. He 
tried various avenues, each proving fruitless. Finally he 
discovered the Middle Way and, determining to complete 
his quest, sat in meditation under the Bodhi tree in the 
town of Bodh Gaya. After many days he destroyed the 
fetters of his mind, thereby liberating himself from the 
cycle of suffering and rebirth, and arose as a fully 
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enlightened being, the Buddha. Suffering was the enemy, 
and it had been overcome in the Enlightenment he had 
attained. 

Suffering always has been the bugbear. The Buddhist 
path to its avoidance resonates in the empty soul of 
Western secular man. The man of the Western 
Enlightenment, one who has dispensed with Christ’s 
revelation and, indeed, the supernatural, finds in the fact of 
suffering much to nourish his agnosticism and even 
atheism. The Australian philosopher Peter Singer is a 
typical case. There cannot be a good God in view of the 
suffering that is so characteristic of the world — and 
coincidentally Buddhism ignores the proposition of a 
loving Creator. Yes indeed, suffering is the classic 
bugbear. By and large, the Elebrew Scriptures, inspired by 
God and expressing his historical Revelation prior to that 
of Jesus Christ, present God as protecting his chosen 
people from suffering and evil, if they are faithful to the 
covenant. There are strong hints of a different meaning to 
suffering, as in, say, the great passages in Isaiah, portraying 
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the Suffering Servant of Yahweh. But broadly speaking, 
these were missed by devout readers. All of this brings us 
to our Gospel passage today (Matthew 16:24-28), which is 
part of a particularly important section of the same Gospel, 
chapter 16: 13 to chapter 17:13. In our Gospel passage 
today, our Lord does not propose a method to avoid 
suffering. His “method” will indeed lead to ultimate 
happiness, a share in the happiness of God, but the way to 
this is precisely the path of suffering. It is not just any 
suffering, but suffering according to the mind of Christ, 
which is to say, suffering accepted in union with the will of 
God. This is, Christ has shown, immensely fruitful. It is 
one of the most original features of Christ’s Revelation, 
and is a turn-about from what the religions of man and 
human philosophies expect and require. Even to the Jews, 
the Cross and a crucified Messiah was “a stumbling block”. 
It was certainly “folly to the Gentiles” (1 Corinthians 1:23- 
24). 


Of course, we must not be simplistic about this. 
Another striking feature of the Revelation of Jesus Christ is 
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his imperious command, under pain of eternal sanctions, 
that his followers be distinguished for relieving those who 
suffer. Anything they do in this regard, Jesus Christ will 
take as being done to him. The greatest saints were totally 
committed to the sick, the suffering and the poor. Still, 
paradoxically, the humble acceptance of suffering in the 
doing of God’s will, stands revealed as the path to untold 
good and to ultimate glory. Christ redeemed the world 
precisely by his Passion, Death and Resurrection. Let us 
pray insistently for the grace to accept his words today, “// 
anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and 
take up his cross and follow me .” The Cross is fruitful. 

-- 
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Saturday of the Eighteenth Week of Ordinary Time 


Entrance Antiphon Ps 70 (69): 2, 6 O God, come to my 
assistance; O Lord, make haste to help me! You are my 
rescuer, my help; O Lord, do not delay. 

Collect Draw near to your servants, O Lord, and answer 
their prayers with unceasing kindness, that, for those who 
glory in you as their Creator and guide, you may restore 
what you have created and keep safe what you have 
restored. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Deuteronomy 6:4-13; Ps 18:2-4, 47, 51; 

Matthew 17:14-20 

A man came up to Jesus, knelt down before him, and 
said, “Lord, have pity on my son, who is a lunatic and 
suffers severely; often he falls into fire, and often into 
water. I brought him to your disciples, but they could not 
cure him. ” Jesus said in reply, “O faithless and perverse 
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generation, how long will I be with you ? How long will I 
endure you? Bring the boy here to me. ” Jesus rebuked him 
and the demon came out of him, and from that hour the boy 
was cured. Then the disciples approached Jesus in private 
and said, “Why could we not drive it out?” He said to 
them, Because of your little faith. Amen, I say to you, if 
you have faith the size of a mustard seed, you will say to 
this mountain, ‘Move from here to there, ’ and it will move. 
Nothing will be impossible for you. ” (Matthew 17:14-20) 

Faith For a considerable length of time there has 
been an assumption among numerous circles of thought 
that there is only one valid way of coming to know 
something with certitude, and that is through what we 
might call demonstration and empirical testing. Positions 
have to be scientifically or mathematically demonstrated 
before one can be sure of their truth. This is viewed as the 
true process of “reason”, and if one is to be “reasonable” 
and “rational” then one’s convictions need to be entirely 
“demonstrable” in a “scientific” or mathematical sense. 
This view of the truly reasonable approach to truth and its 
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requirements is an assumption. It is a kind of faith, and it 
requires justification. For what is to be said of other forms 
and instances of certitude, certitudes that are well grounded 
and that do not involve demonstration? A husband might 
be certain of his wife’s love for him and her love for his 
children, and this certain knowledge is the foundation of 
most of his life’s activities. His faith in her is sure. He 
would be at a loss to demonstrate scientifically either to 
himself or to others this certitude he has — and he would 
regard it as laughable that he would have to do so. But 
much more seriously, this assumption as to the 
requirements of certain and valid knowledge has ominous 
implications for religion and the knowledge of God and his 
will. It can set up a profound prejudice against faith. 
Many discount faith as valid knowledge and behind these 
dismissals lurk epistemologies which discount faith, and in 
particular religious faith. For instance, for the best part of 
the twentieth century Marxism dominated the regimes of 
many countries. Despite its fall in Russia and other 
countries of Eastern Europe, at this point it still commands 
the allegiance of the government of China and other 
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countries such as Cuba. Religion is despised in the Marxist 
system and those who perpetrate these oppressions 
consider that they are enlightened and rational. In the 
name of reason, faith is not allowed and, indeed, is hated. 

The true relationship between faith and reason is a 
vast topic, and the Church has a body of teaching on the 
subject. Pope John Paul II pronounced on it in his 
Encyclical Fides et Ratio and Pope Benedict XVI 
discussed it in his singular speech at Regensburg in 
September of 2006, a speech which the German University 
of Turbingen voted as being the greatest speech anywhere 
in the world during that year. The point of my raising this 
matter, though, is that in our Gospel today our Lord insists 
on the crucial importance of faith. If one is ever to be 
Christ’s disciple, if one is ever to act as his disciple and 
ambassador, if one is ever to do the good and great things 
God wants to see done, faith in him is necessary. We must 
believe in his Person and assent to his word. A man came 
to our Lord asking him to cure his son, saying that his own 
disciples were not able to. Our Lord’s response? “O 
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faithless and perverse generation, how long will I be with 
you? How long will I endure you? Bring the boy here to 
me.” There and then he cured the boy, and went on to tell 
his disciples that they were unable to cast out the demon 
because of their little faith. “Amen, I say to you, if you 
have faith the size of a mustard seed, you will say to this 
mountain, ‘Move from here to there, ’ and it will move. 
Nothing will be impossible for you ” (Matthew 17:14-20). 
Throughout the Gospel accounts we see our Lord asking 
for faith. The problem he constantly encountered and 
which restricted his work was the lack of faith. He asked 
people to observe what he was like and what he was doing 
— his own goodness and his miracles and good works — 
and to place their total faith in him. This faith is entirely 
reasonable, and yet it is faith. Christ makes it clear that we 
shall make no headway in the Kingdom of God which he 
brings in his own Person unless we place our faith in him. 
We must accept his Person and his claims, we must accept 
as a result his word and his teaching and do so totally. So 
critical is faith in relation to the Christian religion that, if 
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we have faith, then in respect to God’s plans for us 
“nothing will be impossible for you". 

Let us pray for the fundamental gift of faith and to be 
rid of all notions that can prejudice us against it. A natural 
faith is basic for ordinary life. Divine faith is a gift of the 
Holy Spirit inclining and enabling us to place our faith in 
the Person of Jesus and his word. The Holy Spirit supports 
this faith, and from this act flows a steadfast hope and love. 
Faith becomes the rock on which the edifice of our 
Christian life is built. It is the foundation of holiness and 
fidelity to Jesus in the midst of sufferings. Let us be very 
aware of the high importance of faith in knowing and 
loving Christ. It places us “in Christ” now, and will 
blossom in eternal life in him hereafter. 

-- 
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Nineteenth Sunday of Ordinary Time 


Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 74 (73): 20, 19, 22, 23 Look 
to your covenant, O Lord, and forget not the life of your 
poor ones for ever. Arise, O God, and defend your cause, 
and forget not the cries of those who seek you. 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, whom, taught by the 
Holy Spirit, we dare to call our Lather, bring, we pray, to 
perfection in our hearts the spirit of adoption as your sons 
and daughters, that we may merit to enter into the 
inheritance which you have promised. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Wisdom 18:6-9; Psalm 33:1, 12, 18-22; 

Hebrews 11:1-2, 8-19; Luke 12:32-48 

Jesus said to his disciples: “Do not be afraid any 
longer, little flock, for your Father is pleased to give you 
the kingdom. Sell your belongings and give alms. Provide 
money bags for yourselves that do not wear out, an 
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inexhaustible treasure in heaven that no thief can reach 
nor moth destroy. For where your treasure is, there also 
will your heart be. “Gird your loins and light your lamps 
and be like servants who await their master’s return from a 
wedding, ready to open immediately when he comes and 
knocks. Blessed are those servants whom the master finds 
vigilant on his arrival. Amen, I say to you, he will gird 
himself, have them recline at table, and proceed to wait on 
them. And should he come in the second or third watch 
and find them prepared in this way, blessed are those 
servants. Be sure of this: if the master of the house had 
known the hour when the thief was coming, he would not 
have let his house be broken into. You also must be 
prepared, for at an hour you do not expect, the Son of Man 
will come. ” Then Peter said, “Lord, is this parable meant 
for us or for everyone? ” And the Lord replied, “Who, then, 
is the faithful and prudent steward whom the master will 
put in charge of his servants to distribute the food 
allowance at the proper time? Blessed is that servant 
whom his master on arrival finds doing so. Truly, I say to 
you, the master will put the servant in charge of all his 
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property. But if that servant says to himself ‘My master is 
delayed in coming, ’ and begins to beat the menservants 
and the maidservants, to eat and drink and get drunk, then 
that servant’s master will come on an unexpected day and 
at an unknown hour and will punish the servant severely 
and assign him a place with the unfaithful. That servant 
who knew his master’s will but did not make preparations 
nor act in accord with his will shall be beaten severely; 
and the servant who was ignorant of his master’s will but 
acted in a way deserving of a severe beating shall be 
beaten only lightly. Much will be required of the person 
entrusted with much, and still more will be demanded of 
the person entrusted with more. ” (Luke 12:32-48) 

Notion of man Of decisive importance for the way 
we live are our notions , our ideas. If we have a notion of 
life that sees a person’s whole existence as ending with 
death, then that notion will affect the way we live. I have 
known elderly people who think that nothing awaits them 
beyond death, no more than for a dog or any animal. Many 
people have few religious notions, while others have 
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religious notions that are decisive. A person who has the 
notion that Mahomet is God’s greatest prophet will live a 
life very different in many respects from one who is 
convinced that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and 
that Mahomet is in fact not a prophet in the 
Judaeo-Christian sense, indeed not a prophet at all. Many 
of our notions can be hidden from our view because we 
have not explicitly turned our attention to them, and yet 
they are at work in our life without our realizing it. One 
such notion is our understanding of man. To take an 
obvious example, all of society would be profoundly 
affected by the death of a group of people in some 
accident, while perhaps not much affected by the death of a 
much larger number of cattle. Why is this? It is because all 
understand man to be an essentially different and superior 
being to the animal, with a dignity that is in a certain sense 
absolute. As against the animal, man is seen as an end in 
himself with inherent and inalienable rights. But do we 
think this through? It is actually immensely important that 
all of society think through its notion of the human person 
because if this is not done false notions will supplant true 
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ones. This is what happens in the passing of legislation 
that allows for experimental research on embryonic stem 
cells, which is a form of abortion done for the sake of 
research. At work here is our understanding of man. 

There are notions of man that are perfectly correct and 
indeed fundamental, but which in the way they are 
entertained can be inadequate. One of the many fine 
results of Greek philosophical thought was its notion of 
man as a rational animal. In this notion, the reason (with 
its accompanying power of choice) is identified as the 
distinguishing element in man. It marks him off from other 
creatures which in other respects are very like him. An 
enormous amount of important philosophical thought has 
flowed from this definition of man. However, in a culture 
and an era when rational thought is often dissociated from 
morality and religion, this notion can be happily 
entertained in a way that does not support or open people 
to ethics and religion. To be intellectual can be a person’s 
pride, while being moral can be discounted. A person can 
take pride in his power of thought and choice and, as a 
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result, regard himself as eminent in his humanity, all the 
while neglecting his moral and religious sense. Cardinal 
Newman preferred to emphasize the conscience as the 
distinguishing feature of man. I would suggest a slightly 
different notion, provided it is understood as including 
man’s rationality and conscience. If we consider the sweep 
of human history and cultures, yes, we see obvious 
products of man’s power to reason and to choose, just as 
we see obvious products of his sense of moral obligation. 
But very noticeable is his sense of the divine, however 
vague and ill formed it may be. Religion distinguishes 
human cultures. Consider the work of anthropologists of 
primal and indigenous societies. Consider the work of 
archaeologists of past civilizations. Consider the work of 
sociologists and historians of the various peoples across the 
centuries and across the world. Religion is one of the most 
prominent subjects of their researches. At least it is 
unavoidable. All this is to say that man is shown in his life 
and works to be a religious being. If he is a rational 
animal, he is also a religious animal. Religion 
distinguishes the human being, even if, like his rationality 
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and power of choice, his religious life can be neglected and 
profoundly deformed. 

All this is to say that in creating man in his own 
image, God has not only given him the power to 
understand and to choose what is right, but also to want to 
see and know him. By means of this innate desire for God 
that characterizes the heart and the mind of man, God 
never ceases to draw man to himself. We see evidence of 
this in the cultures and religions of man throughout history. 
We have been created to find only in God the fullness of 
our happiness for which we long. This intimate bond with 
God and our desire and right to know him gives to us our 
fundamental dignity. This capacity to know God, and to 
live in and for him marks us off from all other living things 
in the world. If it is frustrated or unfulfilled, our life will 
be frustrated and unfulfilled. It means that we ought every 
day to be striving to be on the look-out for God’s presence 
and his will, and using our innate power of mind and 
choice above all to know, love and serve him in our 
everyday life. When we nourish and keep alert our 
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God-given religious sense we are nourishing the deepest 
roots of our humanity. We nourish this sense by 
contemplating the world and its dependence on God, and 
this religious sense blossoms in the consideration of God’s 
revelation to us especially in Jesus his Son and our 
Redeemer. In this way we remain open to the presence and 
comings of Christ into our life. As our Lord says to us in 
today’s Gospel, “be like servants who await their master’s 
return from a wedding, ready to open immediately when he 
comes and knocks .” He tells us that we must “be prepared, 
for at an hour you do not expect, the Son of Man will 
come ” (Luke 12,35-40). Let us fan into a very great and 
unquenchable flame the desire for God he himself has 
planted within us. It will take us to him and to heaven. 

Further reading : The Catechism of the Catholic 
Church, no.27-35 (Desire for God; approaches to the 
knowledge of God) 

-- 
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Monday of the Nineteenth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 74 (73): 20, 19, 22, 23 Look 
to your covenant, O Lord, and forget not the life of your 
poor ones for ever. Arise, O God, and defend your cause, 
and forget not the cries of those who seek you. 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, whom, taught by the 
Holy Spirit, we dare to call our Lather, bring, we pray, to 
perfection in our hearts the spirit of adoption as your sons 
and daughters, that we may merit to enter into the 
inheritance which you have promised. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Deut. 10:12-22; Psalm 147:12-15, 19-20; 

Matthew 17:22-27 

As Jesus and his disciples were gathering in Galilee, 
Jesus said to them, “The Son of Man is to be handed over 
to men, and they will kill him, and he will be raised on the 
third day. ” And they were overwhelmed with grief. When 
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they came to Capernaum, the collectors of the temple tax 
approached Peter and said, “Does not your teacher pay 
the temple tax? ” “Yes, ” he said. When he came into the 
house, before he had time to speak, Jesus asked him, 
“What is your opinion, Simon? From whom do the kings of 
the earth take tolls or census tax? From their subjects or 
from foreigners?” When he said, “From foreigners, ’’Jesus 
said to him, “Then the subjects are exempt. But that we 
may not offend them, go to the sea, drop in a hook, and 
take the first fish that comes up. Open its mouth and you 
will find a coin worth twice the temple tax. Give that to 
them for me and for you. ” (Matthew 17:22-27) 

The Cross Our Gospel scene opens with Jesus and 
his disciples — meaning, in the main, the Twelve — 
gathering in Galilee. Our Lord told them, to their 
consternation, that “the Son of Man is to be handed over to 
men, and they will kill him, and he will be raised on the 
third day We are informed elsewhere in the Gospels that 
our Lord had told his disciples this on other occasions but 
they had not understood what he meant. They could not 


- 1762 - 



imagine that their Master, the long promised Messiah, 
would have such an end as he had described. But this time, 
it seems, our Lord’s meaning got through to them. He was 
to be handed over to his enemies who would put him to 
death. They “were overwhelmed with grief ’ (Matthew 
17:22-27). It seems too that having understood that our 
Lord was foretelling his own death, they did not take in his 
prediction of his resurrection. Christ was entirely aware of 
what was coming and he made sure his own disciples were 
fully aware of it too. We read of great figures of history 
whose deaths came upon them despite their intentions to 
the contrary. Vercingetorix, the great chieftain of Gaul 
who put up such a stout resistance to Julius Caesar, was 
finally captured, in due course exhibited in a cage by 
Caesar and then executed. Caesar himself was 
assassinated. Many examples could be given of great 
personages unable to avoid the death that was imposed on 
them. The case with Christ, though, is different. Christ 
possessed a clear foreknowledge of his terrible end. He 
shared this foreknowledge with his closest disciples. He 
constantly manifested the power easily to avoid it had he so 
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chosen. But he willed to submit to it, indeed to embrace it. 
He did so because it was the will of his heavenly Father, 
and because the Law, the Psalms and the Prophets had 
predicted that this was the way in which he, the Messiah, 
would fulfil his mission to save the world from sin and 
enter into his glory. 

There are religions which have flowed from founders 
who have been successful in a very temporal sense. 
Mahomet was successful in his influence and in his 
military victories. Now Christ, who displayed supernatural 
powers and a spiritual authority no other person in history 
could rival, was unsuccessful in an immediately temporal 
sense. That is to say, of the many distinctive things about 
the Christian religion perhaps the doctrine of the 
Atonement for the world’s sin by Christ dying on the Cross 
is the most arresting. Christ was born to be finally put to 
death. His unsuccessful end was the supreme moment of 
his life. His acceptance and embrace of the death imposed 
on him because of his personal claims was among the 
greatest of his many great acts. It had cosmic significance 
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for it expiated for the sins of the world and opened the 
gates of heaven. It unleashed the life of God for those who 
turn in faith to the Redeemer who died for them. That 
having been said, there is a notable follow-on for his 
disciples. It is that they too, if they wish to take their stand 
with him, must follow in his footsteps. The disciples in 
their grief at hearing the predictions of Christ in respect to 
his sufferings and death, had to learn that this too was to be 
their path to sharing in Christ’s glory. The Christian 
religion is not only a religion which preaches a crucified 
Christ but it is a religion which expects a crucified 
Christian. St Paul writes that with Christ I am nailed to the 
cross. The one who loves Christ and who wishes to follow 
him closely must pray for the grace to do so because it 
means drinking a very special cup that is bitter-sweet. On 
one occasion two of our Lord’s closest disciples 
approached him and asked that they be given places one at 
his right and the other at his left in his kingdom. Christ 
asked if they were ready to drink the cup he had to drink. 
That is what the Christian religion involves. It means 
drinking Christ’s chalice, and that chalice is the chalice of 
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obedience in the midst of suffering. It means embracing 
the suffering that is involved in doing the will of God and 
in following the way of Christ. 

The cross of Christ is a very notable feature of the 
Christian religion and it is so easily avoided. It can be 
avoided in the portrayal of Christ, and it can be avoided in 
the portrayal of the religion he founded and continually 
sustains. It can be avoided by the one who wants to take 
his stand with Jesus. But it must not be avoided. We who 
are Christians must pray for the grace to embrace with love 
the cross that is present in everyday life and in the 
fulfilment of the will of God. Why? So that God’s plan in 
our life may bear abundant fruit. 

-- 
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Tuesday of the Nineteenth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 74 (73): 20, 19, 22, 23 Look 
to your covenant, O Lord, and forget not the life of your 
poor ones for ever. Arise, O God, and defend your cause, 
and forget not the cries of those who seek you. 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, whom, taught by the 
Holy Spirit, we dare to call our Lather, bring, we pray, to 
perfection in our hearts the spirit of adoption as your sons 
and daughters, that we may merit to enter into the 
inheritance which you have promised. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Deuteronomy 31:1-8; Deuteronomy 

32:3-4ab, 7-9 and 12; Matthew 18:1-5, 10, 12-14 

The disciples approached Jesus and said, “Who is the 
greatest in the Kingdom of heaven?” He called a child 
over, placed it in their midst, and said, “Amen, I say to 
you, unless you turn and become like children, you will not 
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enter the Kingdom of heaven. Whoever becomes humble 
like this child is the greatest in the Kingdom of heaven. 
And whoever receives one child such as this in my name 
receives me. “See that you do not despise one of these 
little ones, for I say to you that their angels in heaven 
always look upon the face of my heavenly Father. What is 
your opinion? If a man has a hundred sheep and one of 
them goes astray, will he not leave the ninety-nine in the 
hills and go in search of the stray? And if he finds it, amen, 
I say to you, he rejoices more over it than over the 
ninety-nine that did not stray. In just the same way, it is 
not the will of your heavenly Father that one of these little 
ones be lost. ” (Matthew 18:1-5, 10, 12-14) 

Like children One of the intriguing features of the 
animal kingdom is the quest for dominance. In a pride of 
lions the male characteristically dominates and will not 
tolerate a challenger. If the challenger wins the 
confrontation it too will not allow another to share the 
field. The same applies to apes, dogs, wild camels and 
many other categories of animals driven by the impulse to 
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be at the top — to be, as we say, the “top dog”. The case is 
not noticeably different within mankind, even though the 
drive to attain superiority over others is restrained by other 
factors such as civil legislation. Entire eras of history can 
be understood as driven by the desire for power and 
dominance of man over man and, conversely, by the 
recurring attempt to control this urge by a set of legislation 
that is inspired by the idea of the rights of each person. 
This quest for dominance has been the source of immense 
suffering and is one of the evidences of a profound moral 
flaw in the human constitution. The revelation of an 
original sin transmitted to all and impacting on the world 
throws light on this fundamental feature in history. We can 
see projections of this dominance in the images of the gods 
and higher beings of many religions. Consider the myths 
of the Greek, Roman, Germanic, Nordic and various primal 
religions, and observe the quest for pride of place among 
the higher powers to which man has appealed for help. 
This image of celestial dominance has supported man in 
his pride before God and men, and its awful fruits reveal it 
to have a touch of the demonic. But now, how different is 
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the case of Revealed Religion! While the one and only God 
allowed no other god to be worshipped, he himself is 
revealed as compassionate and loving. His “friends” such 
as Moses and his servants the prophets are humble. 
Yahweh will not allow the quest for power and dominance. 
He stands and acts for the humble and the oppressed. His 
pattern is to cast aside the proud and to raise up the lowly. 
That is his love. 

How clearly is this shown in the full revelation of God 
in the Person of Jesus Christ! While in kingdom after 
kingdom the desire has been to be the greatest, Christ lays 
it down that the greatest in his Kingdom — the Kingdom 
of God and heaven — is the one who chooses to be lowly 
like a child. “Who is the greatest in the Kingdom of 
heaven?” He called a child over, placed it in their midst, 
and said, ‘‘Amen, I say to you, unless you turn and become 
like children, you will not enter the Kingdom of heaven. 
Whoever becomes humble like this child is the greatest in 
the Kingdom of heaven ” (Matthew 18:1-5). The model and 
archetype is Christ himself. “ Come to me all you who 
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labour and are overburdened,' 1 '’ he tells us elsewhere, “ and 
learn from me for I am meek and humble of heart, and you 
will find rest for your souls.” The great God become man is 
meek and humble of heart. He who was in the ‘ form of 
God ”, St Paul writes, set that glory aside and became as we 
are and humbler still, even to dying on a cross. Man 
desires power and domination while God reveals himself 
to be meek and humble and as wanting to serve. Christ is 
the One who washes people’s feet. Therefore the Father is 
this too, because Jesus said that he who sees me sees the 
Father. The Holy Spirit is meek and humble also because 
he is the Spirit of the God who is humble. While our 
Gospel passage gives us our Lord’s instructions to his 
disciples, they also reveal the love of his own heart and that 
of the Father. God is humble and he loves humility. 
Therefore the revelation of Christ shows that the ascent 
from the lowest levels of reality to the highest in God is an 
ascent from pride and dominance to the purest and most 
perfect humility. It is this humble service that our Lord 
puts before his disciples and exhorts them to emulate. The 
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Kingdom of heaven on earth is peopled by those who strive 
to be like him in his humility. 

In this sense we must strive to become, as our Lord 
explains, like little children. Let us recognize in ourselves 
the fallen impetus for power, dominance and superiority. 
The quest for higher power and position takes us spiralling 
downwards. It may be veiled from the eyes of many others 
but it is there. Were it not for so many constraints, this 
quest would probably be as evident as that in so many 
others in the past — and with similar fruits. There is the 
old saying, there go I but for the grace of God. Let us then 
out of love for Jesus choose his path, the path of humility. 

-- 
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Wednesday of the Nineteenth Week of Ordinary Time 


Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 74 (73): 20, 19, 22, 23 Look to 
your covenant, O Lord, and forget not the life of your poor 
ones for ever. Arise, O God, and defend your cause, and 
forget not the cries of those who seek you. 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, whom, taught by the 
Holy Spirit, we dare to call our Lather, bring, we pray, to 
perfection in our hearts the spirit of adoption as your sons 
and daughters, that we may merit to enter into the 
inheritance which you have promised. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Deuteronomy 34:1-12; Psalm 65; 

Matthew 18:15-20 

Jesus said to his disciples, If your brother sins against 
you, go and show him his fault, just between the two of you. 
If he listens to you, you have won your brother over. But if 
he will not listen, take one or two others along, so that 


- 1773 - 



‘every matter may be established by the testimony of two or 
three witnesses. ’ If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the 
church; and if he refuses to listen even to the church, treat 
him as you would a pagan or a tax collector. I tell you the 
truth, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, 
and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. 
Again, I tell you that if two of you on earth agree about 
anything you ask for, it will be done for you by my Father 
in heaven. For where two or three come together in my 
name, there ami with them. (Matthew 18:15-20) 

The Church I was once intrigued to hear a Jewish 
guide in the Old City of Jerusalem state that Jesus has had 
an incredible influence on the world. This is obvious, of 
course, but it was interesting to hear it said by one who did 
not accept his claims. Napoleon Bonaparte, who died in 
his Catholic Faith but who scarcely lived it over the years 
of his ambitious career, also admitted the colossal 
influence of Jesus Christ. It was an influence of love, he 
admiringly said. Jesus Christ has always been 
controverted, but for those who accept him and his 
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revelation, thus counting themselves as his disciples, he is 
the Ultimate. What is much more controverted is his 
“Church.” There are numerous references to Christ’s 
“Church”- the ekklesia — in the New Testament. There 
are some 23 references to it in the Acts of the Apostles, 
over sixty in the Letters of St Paul, St James has a 
reference to it, John has three in his Third Letter, and the 
Book of Revelation has about twenty. The fact of the 
Church and the idea of the Church as a constituent 
component of God’s plan for our salvation through Christ 
is evident in these inspired texts. But if there is one thing 
which has been denied ever since the Protestant 
Reformation, it is the importance of the Church. Of 
course, the members of Christ’s Church can obscure, and 
by their blameworthy lives impede access to, the Person of 
Jesus Christ. Various members of the Church can fail to 
make Christ present and evident to Christ’s faithful and to 
others beyond the Fold. In part, it was this — the 
decadence of many elements in the Church prior to the 
Reformation — which led some of the Reformers to 
radically dispense with the Church and to set forth the 
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Person of Christ alone, as it were. It was the believer’s 
direct access to and involvement with Christ which saves 
him, they taught. Many (though not all) thus decided that 
the Church is basically an historical accident, and certainly 
that there is no one, true, visible and divinely-instituted 
Church. 

Whatever of the true position of the Reformers — 
which is not our issue here — what will be noticed in the 
Gospels is the relative absence of references to the 
“Church.” The paucity of explicit (though not implicit) 
references to the “Church” in the Gospels may reflect our 
Lord’s fewer references to the “Church” during his public 
ministry, and his frequent references to the “Kingdom.” 
We do not know. There are only two formal references to 
the “Church” in Christ’s words as reported in the Gospels, 
and they are both given in the Gospel of St Matthew. One 
of those two occurs in our Gospel passage today (Matthew 
18:15-20): “If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the 
church; and if he refuses to listen even to the church, treat 
him as you would a pagan or a tax collector.'' There will 
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be those who, reading this, claim that the reference carries 
no special significance, and simply refers to the collection 
of Christ’s disciples who share their faith in him. The 
“Church” is nothing more than a gathering or congregation, 
and has nothing to do with Christ’s explicit institution. Its 
structure and nature are open to whatever changes 
circumstances require, or to whatever best enables the 
Person of Christ to be proclaimed. But Matthew gives 
another reference to the Church in Christ’s instructions to 
his disciples. It is most explicit and of enormous 
significance in knowing the mind of Christ. It occurs in 
Matthew 16:18-19. Christ declares that he will build his 
“Church” and it will be on the Rock of Peter. It will 
withstand the “gates of Hades,” and to Peter will he give 
the keys of the Kingdom of Heaven. Our text today 
reminds us our indebtedness to Matthew for his inclusion 
in his Gospel of Christ’s significant references to his 
“Church.” They support the testimony of the rest of the 
New Testament to the place of the Church in Christ’s plan. 
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As a matter of fact, the Gospels are pervaded by the 
implicit idea of the Church. For instance, the final chapter 
of St John is largely about Simon Peter and his commission 
to feed Christ’s lambs, his sheep. The chapter is about 
Christ and the chief pastor of Christ’s flock, and the 
Church — Christ’s sheep. What is manifest from the New 
Testament is that the Church is a divine institution, 
established by Jesus Christ to bring him to the world. Let 
us love the Church, then, as Christ loves her. Let us help, 
by our lives, to make her the fit instrument for him which, 
in God’s plan, she is called to be. 

-- 


- 1778 - 





Thursday of the Nineteenth Week of Ordinary Time 


Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 74 (73): 20, 19, 22, 23 Look 
to your covenant, O Lord, and forget not the life of your 
poor ones for ever. Arise, O God, and defend your cause, 
and forget not the cries of those who seek you. 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, whom, taught by the 
Holy Spirit, we dare to call our Lather, bring, we pray, to 
perfection in our hearts the spirit of adoption as your sons 
and daughters, that we may merit to enter into the 
inheritance which you have promised. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Joshua 3:7-10a, 11, 13-17; Psalm 77; 

Matthew 18: 21-19:1 

Peter approached Jesus and asked him, “Lord, if my 
brother sins against me, how often must I forgive him? As 
many as seven times?” Jesus answered, “I say to you, not 
seven times but seventy-seven times. That is why the 
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Kingdom of heaven may be likened to a king who decided 
to settle accounts with his servants. When he began the 
accounting, a debtor was brought before him who owed 
him ten thousand talents. Since he had no way of paying it 
back, his master ordered him to be sold, along with his 
wife, his children, and all his property, in payment of the 
debt. At that, the servant fell down, did him homage, and 
said, ‘Be patient with me, and I will pay you back in full. ’ 
Moved with compassion the master of that servant let him 
go and forgave him the loan. When that servant had left, 
he found one of his fellow servants who owed him one 
hundred denarii. He seized him and started to choke him, 
demanding, ‘Pay back what you owe. ’ Falling to his knees, 
his fellow servant begged him, ‘Be patient with me, and I 
will pay you back. ’ But he refused. Instead, he had the 
fellow servant put in prison until he paid back the debt. 
Now when his fellow servants saw what had happened, 
they were deeply disturbed, and went to their master and 
reported the whole affair. His master summoned him and 
said to him, ‘You wicked servant! I forgave you your entire 
debt because you begged me to. Should you not have had 
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pity on your fellow servant, as I had pity on you? ’ Then in 
anger his master handed him over to the torturers until he 
should pay back the whole debt. So will my heavenly 
Father do to you, unless each of you forgives his brother 
from his heart. ” When Jesus finished these words, he left 
Galilee and went to the district of Judea across the Jordan. 
(Matthew 18:21-19:1) 

Forgiveness One gets the impression that certain 
religions provide their adherents with little incentive to 
forgive. The incentive goes in a different direction, such as 
in the direction of justice. If the priority is justice and if 
one’s cause is just then injustices of the past must be put 
right and avenged. The issue hangs largely on the image of 
the divine, for that image will shape one’s life. Pope 
Benedict’s XVI first Encyclical ( Caritas in Veritate ) set 
forth the nature and image of God revealed by Christ. 
Christ revealed a God who is love. Christ’s life, his 
teaching and ministry, and finally his death reveal what this 
love entails. In parable after parable the love of God our 
Father — which Christ himself embodies and reveals — is 
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described, and our parable today is a case in point. The 
master in the parable has owing to him a debt of impossible 
proportions and his debtor could only implore his master to 
allow him time. What did the master do? He was moved 
with compassion at the distress of the servant and set aside 
the entire debt. He forgave him everything. That is the 
God and Father whom Christ has revealed, extravagant in 
his forgiveness beyond imagining. All he asks is genuine 
repentance. It is the same in other parables. The prodigal 
son loses his entire heritage in wasteful living and returns 
to his father, looking for employment. The response of the 
father is overwhelmingly forgiving. He is a father of love. 
Indeed, this is the teaching of the entire sweep of Scripture. 
At times it is said that the God of the Old Testament is a 
God of Justice and wrath. He punishes the wrongdoer 
while the God of the New Testament is loving and 
forgives. Not at all. The God of both Testaments is the 
same, a God rich in mercy, compassion and love while 
holy and refusing to accept sin. The New Testament offers 
the fullest revelation of the same God and Lord, and this 
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revelation is given in the Person of Christ. The one true 
God, the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, is love. 

But there is a critically important corollary to this, and 
it is that we who are God’s children must strive to be like 
him if we wish to be accepted by him. While our Lord’s 
parable today describes what God is like, its main purpose 
is to tell us what we must be like and to give us the 
incentive to do this. Christianity is a religion which places 
forgiveness for those who wrong us at the forefront of life. 
There is no doubt that the servant in the Gospel had reason 
to feel aggrieved at his fellow servant for not repaying him 
his debt of one hundred denarii. This was not an 
insignificant sum. We remember that in another of our 
Lord’s parables the workers were paid one denarius for 
their day’s work. One hundred denarii in that parable 
would have been, I suppose, the equivalent of about 
fourteen weeks’ work. This is what was owed to the 
servant of the master by his fellow-servant. But the point 
of the parable is that he forgot what his master had done for 
him and what his master was like. His master was 
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compassionate and forgiving, and he, the servant should 
have striven to be like that too. He should have modelled 
himself on his master out of gratitude and admiration. Our 
Lord tells us time and again in the Gospels that we ought 
strive to be true children of our Father in heaven and we 
have the perfect revelation of him in his Son Jesus Christ. 
That is why the Christian way is to imitate Christ. St Paul 
writes to his readers in one Letter exhorting them to imitate 
him, just as he imitates Christ. In imitating Christ we shall 
be imitating our heavenly Father. Furthermore, our Lord 
makes very plain that this is not just an exhortation for 
those who wish to be generous. It is a grave 
commandment and the failure to comply will bring severe 
consequences. Our Lord concludes his parable by saying, 
“then in anger his master handed him over to the torturers 
until he should pay back the whole debt. So will my 
heavenly Father do to you, unless each of you forgives his 
brother from his heart” (Matthew 18:21-19:1). 

Let us set out each day with the ambition to forgive all 
injuries, past, present and future. It is the test of true 
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discipleship for the Christian. Our goal ought be to go to 
God at the end of life with everyone sincerely forgiven, 
from the heart. Now, how long will be our life to get this 
done? We have no idea — all we have is the present day. 
God has loved us so much and forgiven us for so much. 
Let us remember that if we do not forgive our brother from 
the heart, our heavenly Father will not forgive us either. 
Let us then strive to be true children of the God who has 
revealed himself to be rich in mercy. 

-- 
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Friday of the Nineteenth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 74 (73): 20, 19, 22, 23 Look to 
your covenant, O Lord, and forget not the life of your poor 
ones for ever. Arise, O God, and defend your cause, and 
forget not the cries of those who seek you. 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, whom, taught by the 
Holy Spirit, we dare to call our Lather, bring, we pray, to 
perfection in our hearts the spirit of adoption as your sons 
and daughters, that we may merit to enter into the 
inheritance which you have promised. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Joshua 24:1-13; Psalm 136:1-3, 16-18, 
21-22 and 24; Matthew 19:3-12 

Some Pharisees approached Jesus, and tested him, 
saying, “Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife for any 
cause whatever? ” He said in reply, “Have you not read 
that from the beginning the Creator made them male and 
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female and said, For this reason a man shall leave his 
father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two 
shall become one flesh ? So they are no longer two, but one 
flesh. Therefore, what God has joined together, man must 
not separate. ” They said to him, “Then why did Moses 
command that the man give the woman a bill of divorce 
and dismiss her?” Fie said to them, “Because of the 
hardness of your hearts Moses allowed you to divorce your 
wives, but from the beginning it was not so. I say to you, 
whoever divorces his wife (unless the marriage is unlawful) 
and marries another commits adultery. ” His disciples said 
to him, “If that is the case of a man with his wife, it is 
better not to marry. ” He answered, “Not all can accept 
this word, but only those to whom that is granted. Some 
are incapable of marriage because they were born so; 
some, because they were made so by others; some, because 
they have renounced marriage for the sake of the Kingdom 
of heaven. Whoever can accept this ought to accept it. ” 
(Matthew 19:3-12) 
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Marriage Few things can be thought of that are 
so fundamental to life and to society than marriage. It is 
surely one of the most basic aspirations of what we might 
call Everyman that he or she will happily marry. The 
instinctive sense of mankind is that marriage and family 
offer what are among the greatest joys of life. The natural 
understanding of those who marry is that their union, in its 
very idea, is for life and that it would be a tragic and 
unintended upshot if this sacred union were to break down. 
The instinctive sense of things is that, permanence being 
the natural intention in marrying, there is an obligation on 
the parties to respect its unbreakable character. Yet all 
through history divorce has been a feature of human 
society and it was even legislated for God’s chosen people 
by decree of Moses. Let us notice the very form of the 
question put to Jesus by his crafty opponents the Pharisees. 
“Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife for any cause 
whatever?” It seems to betray a sense that marriage in its 
very notion excludes divorce, but that inasmuch as divorce 
was actually lawful, what was to be made of the fact? They 
were testing Jesus, engaging in strategies to trap him. 
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Christ’s response was unhesitating and decisive, and 
manifested yet again the authority he possessed and which 
the people so marvelled in him. They said of him that he 
spoke as one having authority and not like the scribes. The 
scribes discussed, argued, quoted authorities and presented 
their case with supposed learning. Christ simply 
pronounced as to the meaning of the word of God, 
appealing to no other final authority than himself. “/ tell 
you,'” he says time and again, including in our Gospel text 
today. In this passage he immediately quotes Genesis 
implying that it was a text to be regarded as fundamental 
and uniquely clear, throwing authoritative light on all other 
texts. God made man and wife one flesh and every valid 
marriage is indissoluble. It contravenes the will of God to 
terminate such a union in order to live anew with another 
as man and wife. In such a case, to remarry after a valid 
marriage and to live as such, is tantamount to adultery. 
Such is Christ’s plain and unambiguous teaching. 

We are reminded of Christ’s statement that he had not 
come to abolish the Law and the Prophets but to fulfil 
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them. As it turned out, in the Mosaic law the word of God 
in respect to marriage had not been fulfilled. By the gift of 
the grace he won for us in Christ’s death and resurrection, 
marriage as intended by God would be able to be faithfully 
lived. But in our passage our Lord goes on to give a 
further high and demanding teaching. He speaks of a gift 
that some are “granted.” It is granted to some that, for the 
sake of the Kingdom of heaven — which is nothing other 
than the lordship of God — marriage itself may be freely 
renounced. We are speaking here of a gift, a charism that 
is granted to “some” — not the majority, but to many 
nevertheless. Moreover, our Lord concludes, “Whoever 
can accept this ought to accept it ” (Matthew 19:3-12). Our 
Lord is pointing to a higher gift than the gift of marriage, 
one which if granted “ought” to be accepted, for it is God’s 
call to them and is full of blessings. In it a person chooses 
to give his or her heart to God directly for the kingdom of 
heaven, which is nothing other than God being Lord of all 
and particularly the Lord of one’s own heart and soul. For 
this reason countless persons in the history of the Church 
have accepted the gift of celibacy in which they give their 
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hearts directly to God. In this they are, of course, 
following Christ himself. Who could think of Christ being 
married? He belonged to God his Father and to the Church 
his bride. Just as Yahweh God described himself as 
husband to Israel, so Christ described himself as the 
bridegroom. He is Yahweh God the Son become man, the 
head and bridegroom of the Church. He tells us in our 
passage today that there are some who are granted the gift 
of following him in his undivided love for the Father and 
for his bride the Church. Let us then esteem this gift, let us 
pray for its flourishing in the life of the Church, and 
respond to it if it is offered. 

More than anything, let us contemplate the Person of 
Jesus who pronounces on the word of God in his own name 
and by his own authority. Let us take our stand with him 
and choose to be Christ’s friend totally in the ordinary 
duties of our everyday life. 

-- 
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Saturday of the Nineteenth Week of Ordinary Time 


Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 74 (73): 20, 19, 22, 23 Look 
to your covenant, O Lord, and forget not the life of your 
poor ones for ever. Arise, O God, and defend your cause, 
and forget not the cries of those who seek you. 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, whom, taught by the 
Holy Spirit, we dare to call our Lather, bring, we pray, to 
perfection in our hearts the spirit of adoption as your sons 
and daughters, that we may merit to enter into the 
inheritance which you have promised. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Joshua 24:14-29; Psalm 16:1-2a and 5, 
7-8,11; Matthew 19:13-15 

Children were brought to Jesus that he might lay his 
hands on them and pray. The disciples rebuked them, but 
Jesus said, “Let the children come to me, and do not 
prevent them; for the Kingdom of heaven belongs to such 
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as these. ” After he placed his hands on them, he went 
away. (Matthew 19:13-15) 

Our High Priest Consider the scene of our 

Gospel today in which children were brought to Jesus that 
he might lay his hands on them and pray. How powerful 
our Lord’s prayer over them must have been! The power of 
our Lord’s prayer is seen in other instances when the 
benefit bestowed by his prayer was such as to be perfectly 
visible. He stopped the funeral procession going out of the 
town of Nain and raised the young man to life and returned 
him to his widowed mother. Such was the power of his 
prayer. He raised the young girl at a word, as he did with 
Lazarus who had been dead for four days. He drove out 
demons, cured the sick, the blind, the lame and the lepers. 
He calmed storms and walked on water. He fed thousands 
of people on at least two occasions with just a handful of 
food. There was nothing he could not do at a word. In our 
scene today children are brought to him so that he might 
pray over them, which he did. He encouraged people to do 
this, rebuking his disciples for preventing people from 
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bringing their children to him (Matthew 19:13-15). They 
would have wanted to spare our Lord this added — and 
perhaps seemingly needless — request. Perhaps the 
disciples, seeing no obvious result in such requests, tried to 
discourage it. But our Lord delighted in the children being 
brought to him and perhaps regarded the opportunity to 
pray over each child as a special opportunity to grant what 
he could foresee the child would need in the years ahead 
especially in the way of spiritual favours. Who knows! 
Perhaps our Lord prayed that each child he prayed over 
would receive the gift of faith in him at some point in the 
years ahead. The point I would make, though, is that our 
Lord’s prayer would have been powerful in their regard, 
just as it was in respect to other requests. Who knows what 
benefits came to each child as a result of our Lord praying 
over him! Our Lord told his disciples that if they asked 
they would receive, so how much more would those 
children have received a great blessing from his prayer. 

The Letter to the Hebrews tells us that Christ is our 
great High Priest in heaven, forever interceding for us with 
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his Father, at whose right hand he sits. Just as those 
parents brought their children before our Lord and asked 
him to pray over them and receive his blessing, so too we 
have a host of others who can intercede for us with Christ, 
who is himself our great Intercessor. We ought join 
constantly with the prayer of the entire Church on earth and 
benefit from the prayer of the Church for us. There is the 
opportunity to do this every time we participate in Mass. 
The Church prays to Christ for her children, just as those 
parents asked our Lord to pray for their children. We have 
the vast throng of those in heaven whom we can call upon 
to pray for us. We have those saints in heaven to whom we 
feel especially drawn. We ought ask them to pray for us. 
We have our Guardian Angels who can intercede with us. 
Above all we have the Virgin Mary glorious in heaven. 
She is our mother and we ought regularly ask her to keep 
us before her son, asking that he pray over us and give us 
his blessing. Mary and the saints and angels are our 
intercessors, just as those parents were intercessors on 
behalf of their children, bringing them to Christ so that he 
himself might intercede on their behalf. Moreover, just as 
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those parents brought their children to Jesus, so we ought 
bring to Jesus the many whom we know and have known. 
We ought pray for them, asking Christ to pour out his 
blessings on the ones we are bringing to him in our prayers. 
All this springs from the communion that exists between 
all who are in Christ, whether they live still here on earth, 
whether they are being purified still in Purgatory in 
preparation for their final entry into heaven, or whether 
they reign with Christ already in heaven. There is a 
communion among all the saints — saints here being 
understood in St Paul’s sense as all those who are truly in 
Christ. All in this communion with Christ can pray one for 
the other. 

Christ is our high priest and he constantly intercedes 
for each of us before his Father, at whose right hand he sits 
forever. He also intercedes for us as head of his body the 
Church, and the Church, made up of all those in Christ 
whether in heaven, purgatory or still here on earth, joins 
with Christ in praying for all. Let us do what those parents 
did for their children. Let us place all before Christ, 
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knowing that his blessing and his prayer bring untold 
benefits. 
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Twentieth Sunday of Ordinary Time 


Entrance Antiphon Ps 84 (83): 10-11 Turn your eyes, O 
God, our shield; and look on the face of your anointed one; 
one day within your courts is better than a thousand 
elsewhere. 

Collect O God, who have prepared for those who love 
you good things which no eye can see, fill our hearts, we 
pray, with the warmth of your love, so that, loving you in 
all things and above all things, we may attain your 
promises, which surpass every human desire. Through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Jeremiah 38:4-6, 8-10; Psalm 40:2-4, 18; 

Hebrews 12:1-4; Luke 12:49-53 

Jesus said to his disciples: “I have come to set the 
earth on fire, and how I wish it were already blazing! 
There is a baptism with which I must be baptized, and how 
great is my anguish until it is accomplished! Do you think 
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that I have come to establish peace on the earth ? No, I tell 
you, but rather division. From now on a household of five 
will be divided, three against two and two against three; a 
father will be divided against his son and a son against his 
father, a mother against her daughter and a daughter 
against her mother, a mother-in-law against her 
daughter-in-law and a daughter-in-law against her 
mother-in-law. ” (Luke 12:49-53) 

Christ’s peace One of the most striking features of 
human history and society is the constant recurrence of 
war. Inasmuch as man has a profound need for society and 
for relationships with others, one would have thought that 
human history would have been distinguished by peace. 
Of course, this indeed is how things ought to have been, 
but due to man’s original fall it is not so. So obvious and 
notable is this fact of conflict that many general histories 
have been written from the perspective of the ebb and flow 
of wars. Peace is man’s need, but it is constantly elusive. I 
remember when the Berlin wall fell and the communist 
countries of Russia and Eastern Europe began to crumble, 


- 1799 - 



all hoped for a transformation of the cold war into a new 
era of peace. But suddenly out of nowhere began the era of 
Islamic terrorism and nothing seemed able to stop it from 
growing. Peace seems to be constantly escaping our grasp. 
Now, there has been a view of Jesus Christ which looks on 
him simply as a man of peace. He was indeed a 
peacemaker, and required of his followers that they be 
makers of peace. Our Lord solemnly tells his disciples that 
“Blessed are the peacemakers , they shall be called sons of 
God ” (Matthew 5:9). This, though, must be properly 
understood. Throughout Christian history there have been 
countless examples of holy Christians who out of love for 
Christ have distinguished themselves for their sowing of 
peace and replacing strife with concord. But these holy 
builders of the peace of Christ did not see themselves as 
keeping just any kind of peace, in the sense of avoiding all 
conflict. Nazism grew in Germany in the 1920s because 
many persons were not vigilant, and others just wanted to 
avoid difficulty. Thus Nazism was allowed to gain power. 
There is an old saying which states that evil flourishes 
when good people do nothing. Doing little in the face of 
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evil and human need does not safeguard the peace that God 
desires for the world. The peace Christ came to bring 
involves conflict with what the Christian tradition has 
identified as the values of the world, the flesh and the 
devil. It involves a courageous and persevering struggle 
for the truth. 

Our Lord proclaimed the obligation to build peace, 
but look at what happened in his own life and ministry. 
One might say, if only he had said nothing, things would 
have been more peaceful! If only he had remained in 
Nazareth and let things be! Instead, he aroused great 
opposition from the religious leaders and division of 
opinion about him among the people because of his bearing 
witness to the truth above all about himself. His claims 
and his doctrine led to his rejection and death. In a sense, 
Our Lord caused strife. Indeed, in our Gospel today our 
Lord, having told his disciples in a much earlier chapter 
that they were to be builders of peace, tells them that “/ 
have come to set the earth on fire, and how I wish it were 
already blazing /” He asks “Do you think that I have come 
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to establish peace on the earth? No, I tell you, but rather 
division. From now on a household of five will be divided, 
three against two and two against three; a father will be 
divided against his son and a son against his father'” (Luke 
12:49-53). The division was caused by his proclamation of 
the truth. At the beginning of our Lord’s life when he was 
presented in the Temple, the holy Simeon took the child 
Jesus into his arms and solemnly foretold that he would be 
a sign of contradiction and that many would rise and fall 
because of him. Furthermore, a sword would pierce the 
soul of the Virgin Mary, the first and greatest Christian. 
That is to say, being a true Christian and witnessing to 
Christ and his truth in the world will not be easy. It will 
bring contradiction and division. In his meeting with 
Pilate, our Lord defined his life’s mission as bearing 
witness to the truth. Those who love the truth listen to his 
voice. There we have the key to that true peace on earth 
which the mission of the Christian is to build and promote. 
The key is Christ and his truth. The path to peace lies in 
embracing and living in Jesus and in his truth, and in 
bearing witness to it before others, even if in doing so one 
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becomes a sign of contradiction. Of course, putting this 
great key into practice is a complex daily challenge. But 
one at least must understand what that key is. The key lies 
in knowing and putting into practice the truth revealed by 
Jesus. 

The world needs Christ, and the lay person must bring 
this message to the world of his everyday life. The Church 
in her social and moral teaching spells out what this means 
in practical detail, and it is incumbent on the lay person to 
try to gain an adequate knowledge of this teaching so as to 
know what the truth of Christ really entails for life and 
society. He must know the Church’s teaching and must 
accept that it will involve the cross and contradiction. The 
true peace God intends requires a great struggle and will 
involve the cross and various forms of rejection. But the 
true Christian is prepared to carry that cross in the footsteps 
of Jesus. Let us then take to heart our Lord’s words in the 
Gospel, and be prepared for what it takes to follow him 
wherever his providence places us in life. 
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Further reading : The Catechism of the Catholic Church, 
no.2302-2317 (Safeguarding peace) 

-- 
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Monday of the Twentieth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 84 (83): 10-11 Turn your eyes, O 
God, our shield; and look on the face of your anointed one; 
one day within your courts is better than a thousand 
elsewhere. 

Collect O God, who have prepared for those who love 
you good things which no eye can see, fill our hearts, we 
pray, with the warmth of your love, so that, loving you in 
all things and above all things, we may attain your 
promises, which surpass every human desire. Through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Judges 2:11-19; Psalm 106:34-37, 

39-40, 43ab and 44; Matthew 19:16-22 

A young man approached Jesus and said, “Teacher, 
what good must I do to gain eternal life?” He answered 
him, ‘‘Why do you ask me about the good? There is only 
One who is good. If you wish to enter into life, keep the 
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commandments. ” He asked him, “ Which ones? ” And Jesus 
replied, “You shall not kill; you shall not commit adultery; 
you shall not steal; you shall not bear false witness; 
honour your father and your mother; and you shall love 
your neighbour as yourself. ” The young man said to him, 
“All of these I have observed. What do I still lack? ” Jesus 
said to him, “If you wish to be perfect, go, sell what you 
have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in 
heaven. Then come, follow me. ” When the young man 
heard this statement, he went away sad, for he had many 
possessions. (Matthew 19:16-22) 

Following Jesus It is hard to think of questions that 
are more important than the two questions asked of our 
Lord by the “young man ” in our Gospel passage today who 
“had many possessions If there is an eternal life at all, the 
great question is, what must we do to gain it? The stages 
we progress to during this life depend very much on the 
choices we make. This pattern would lead us to expect as 
probable that the stage we progress to beyond this life will 
depend on the choices we make in this life. Furthermore, 
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the sense of those peoples who have believed in an 
Afterlife is that its character will depend on the choices 
made here. Even those peoples who have believed in a 
transmigration of souls — such as Buddhism — accept that 
our moral choices have consequences for where one’s soul 
migrates to after this present life. The common belief is 
that this life is a probation. But of course God himself has 
revealed with greatest clarity that the Afterlife will depend 
on what we choose to do in this life. Christ brings to 
completion the divine revelation that life is a Trial and a 
Test. Well then, our “young man” of the Gospel 
approaches him with the all-important question of what he 
must do to gain eternal life. This young man has 
interpreted the Scriptures well and knows that life eternal 
hangs on what he chooses to do. The Sadducees, we are 
informed elsewhere in the Gospels, did not accept the 
doctrine of the resurrection. This young man takes it as a 
given that not only is there a resurrection but that an eternal 
life of happiness is in prospect. Our Lord gives his answer: 
If you wish to gain heaven, you must obey God and do 
what he has revealed. “If you wish to enter into life, keep 
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the commandments Everything hinges on obedience to 
God’s known will. Perhaps thinking of the numerous 
Jewish stipulations and religious requirements for everyday 
life, the young man asks our Lord to be more specific: 
“which ones?” Our Lord’s reply refers him to God’s 
revealed will in the Ten Commandments. It was 
unnecessary to remind this good young man that he must 
worship God alone, that he must reverence his name, and 
that he must observe the Sabbath day. Specifically, our 
Lord’s reply, in the specific commandments he 
enumerated, stressed how he must treat his neighbour. 

But then there follows something very new. Our 
young man has observed the commandments that bear on 
one’s neighbour and is clearly on his way to eternal life. 
He is a good soul who is looking for more and our Lord 
divines that he has a longing for perfection. Our youth 
wants to go much further and in him we can see embodied 
the longing of the human heart for moral and religious 
excellence. He is not sure what he still lacks, but he is 
conscious of a great vacuum, even though he has fulfilled 
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the commandments of God. “ What do I still lack?” he asks 
(Matthew 19:16-22). What is the human heart made for 
that will truly fill its need for God, for goodness and for 
eternal life? Our Lord gives his precious answer having a 
universal application. The human heart was made to love 
and to follow Christ, and if it detaches itself from all other 
things and truly loves and follows him, its longings and its 
vocation will be fulfilled. We are reminded of what St 
Paul says in one of his Letters, that before the world was 
made God chose us, chose us in Christ to be holy and full 
of love in his sight. Our Lord in reply to a question 
elsewhere in the Gospel states that the first and greatest 
commandment is that we love God with all our heart and 
soul. In his answer to the young man our Lord is implicitly 
placing himself in God’s place in that he is asking for the 
love of his whole heart. He is saying to the young man and 
to all men that if he wishes to be perfect in the sight of 
God, this perfection will be found in following the One to 
whom he is now speaking. The young man was being 
offered an immense privilege and he failed. His heart was 
discovered to be set on other things. Let us recall two 
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other young men our Lord met at the beginning of his 
public ministry. They were Andrew and his brother John 
the beloved disciple, referred on to our Lord by their 
master to that point, John the Baptist. They met our Lord, 
stayed with him that day, and left all to follow him. 

Let us contemplate the figure of Jesus and hear his 
words to us inviting us to follow him closely. He is the 
source of the perfection to which we are called, and the 
source of our truest happiness. Let us not allow anything 
to distract or deter us from throwing in our entire lot for 
Jesus. By doing this our treasure will be in heaven, and we 
shall be on our way to the perfection intended for us by 
God. 
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Tuesday of the Twentieth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 84 (83): 10-11 Turn your eyes, O 
God, our shield; and look on the face of your anointed one; 
one day within your courts is better than a thousand 
elsewhere. 

Collect O God, who have prepared for those who love 
you good things which no eye can see, fill our hearts, we 
pray, with the warmth of your love, so that, loving you in 
all things and above all things, we may attain your 
promises, which surpass every human desire. Through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Judges 6:11-24a; Psalm 85:9, 11-14; 

Matthew 19:23-30 

Jesus said to his disciples: “Amen, I say to you, it will 
be hard for one who is rich to enter the Kingdom of 
heaven. Again I say to you, it is easier for a camel to pass 
through the eye of a needle than for one who is rich to 
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enter the Kingdom of God. ” When the disciples heard this, 
they were greatly astonished and said, “Who then can be 
saved? ” Jesus looked at them and said, “For men this is 
impossible, but for God all things are possible. ” Then 
Peter said to him in reply, “We have given up everything 
and followed you. What will there be for us?” Jesus said 
to them, “Amen, I say to you that you who have followed 
me, in the new age, when the Son of Man is seated on his 
throne of glory, will yourselves sit on twelve thrones, 
judging the twelve tribes of Israel. And everyone who has 
given up houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother 
or children or lands for the sake of my name will receive a 
hundred times more, and will inherit eternal life. But many 
who are first will be last, and the last will be first. ” 
(Matthew 19:23-30) 

Detachment Our Lord taught that the first and 
greatest commandment is to love God with all our heart, 
mind, soul and strength. Ordinary experience of life 
indicates that it is almost inconceivable that a person with a 
great love for material possessions will at the same time 
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have a great love for God. Putting it simply, his heart is 
divided. In his teaching, our Lord extols the poor in spirit, 
the one whose spirit does grasp at and cling to the things of 
this world, as would one who regards his real wealth as 
being there. The one who earnestly hopes to gain a deep 
friendship with Christ has to be focussed. He must not be 
seeking one thing, while hoping for the other. I remember 
watching a nature documentary and the camera followed a 
lion intent on making his kill. It stalked a herd of deer 
which, once it sensed the stealthy approach of the lion 
broke out into flight from the scene. The lion made his 
charge after a fleeing deer, but then saw another and 
chased it, then saw another and chased that one. The result 
was that it gained nothing with all the deer making a 
successful getaway from the scene. The lion did not 
remain focussed. It got distracted. By contrast in another 
nature film a cheetah stalked a herd of deer and, having 
focussed on one, broke out into its charge. All the herd 
fled but the cheetah kept its eye on the one it had selected 
and that one was doomed. The cheetah gained its prey. 
God asks us to be totally attached to him and not to have 
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any god other than He. He is to be the one Lord of our 
hearts, but the trouble is that it is so very easy for us to 
become attached to the material things of this world and to 
make our love the riches that come our way or which by 
our efforts we can gain. What does our Lord say about 
this? “Amen, I say to you, it will be hard for one who is 
rich to enter the Kingdom of heaven. Again I say to you, it 
is easier for a camel to pass through the eye of a needle 
than for one who is rich to enter the Kingdom of God' 
(Matthew 19:23-30). It is hard, indeed very hard to attain 
the holiness intended for us if we are “rich” in the things of 
this world because our hearts can be so easily divided. 

There are many saints who have given outstanding 
witness to the Church and to the world of poverty of spirit 
by their choice of actual poverty. From St Benedict of 
Nursia to St Francis of Assisi to St Teresa of Calcutta, the 
renunciation of possessions and the choice of a poor way of 
life for the love of Christ has been a distinguishing feature 
of so many ardent members of the Church. Their desire to 
follow in the footsteps of Jesus who said that the Son of 
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Man has nowhere to lay his head has led them to take such 
a generous path. Now, while our Lord stresses in our 
Gospel passage the difficulty of attaining true holiness if 
one is rich, he is not saying that those who have many 
material possessions cannot be holy. The crucial issue is 
that of attachment. To what is our heart attached? When a 
bush fire rages through vast swathes of wooded mountains 
and destroys homes and villages, it is indeed a terrible 
experience for so many persons. But notice the response of 
those who escape with nothing but their children. Some 
are profoundly grateful that their whole family was saved 
and in view of that all-important benefit, do not care for the 
things they have lost, even though they have to start again 
in life. Others escape with their families but are 
psychologically crippled by the loss of their material 
possessions. Their lack of detachment is shown in their 
lack of capacity to recover. Whatever of that parallel, my 
point is that it is clearly possible to have many possessions 
and yet to be detached from them in view of what is truly 
necessary — as were those who escaped with their 
children, lost everything else, and rejoiced. So too in our 
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relationship with God - we must be detached. By our 
vocation in life and the circumstances of our duties and 
situation we may need many possessions, but we must be 
on guard lest our heart cleave to them rather than God and 
his holy will. St Thomas More who was martyred by 
Henry VIII in 1535 was a fairly well-off family man. As 
far as I recall he had a small private zoo and kept a good 
home. But his heart was given to God and he worked at 
detachment of spirit. His poverty of spirit and his supreme 
attachment to Christ was proved in the great crisis which 
led to his execution because he would not deny the 
indissolubility of Christian marriage and the supreme 
authority of the Pope in his magisterium and jurisdiction 
over the Church. 

By the grace of God we can achieve that attachment 
to him and detachment from other things that God asks of 
us. As our Lord tells us in today’s Gospel, for us men this 
might be impossible but it is not so for God. All things are 
possible for him. Let us ask, then, his aid as we work at 
making God the centre of our life and at learning to view 
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and use all other things in and for God. If we do this, our 
Lord tells us that we shall receive a hundred times more, 
and eternal life. 
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Wednesday of the Twentieth Week of Ordinary Time 


Entrance Antiphon Ps 84 (83): 10-11 Turn your eyes, O 
God, our shield; and look on the face of your anointed one; 
one day within your courts is better than a thousand 
elsewhere. 

Collect O God, who have prepared for those who love 
you good things which no eye can see, fill our hearts, we 
pray, with the warmth of your love, so that, loving you in 
all things and above all things, we may attain your 
promises, which surpass every human desire. Through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Judges 9:6-15; Psalm 21:2-6; 

Matthew 20:1-16 

Jesus told his disciples this parable: “The Kingdom of 
heaven is like a landowner who went out at dawn to hire 
labourers for his vineyard. After agreeing with them for 
the usual daily wage, he sent them into his vineyard. 
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Going out about nine o ’clock, he saw others standing idle 
in the marketplace, and he said to them, ‘You too go into 
my vineyard, and I will give you what is just. ’ So they went 
off. And he went out again around noon, and around three 
o ’clock, and did likewise. Going out about five o ’clock, he 
found others standing around, and said to them, ‘Why do 
you stand here idle all day? ’ They answered, ‘Because no 
one has hired us. ’ He said to them, ‘You too go into my 
vineyard. ’ When it was evening the owner of the vineyard 
said to his foreman, ‘Summon the labourers and give them 
their pay, beginn ing with the last and ending with the first. ’ 
When those who had started about five o ’clock came, each 
received the usual daily wage. So when the first came, they 
thought that they would receive more, but each of them 
also got the usual wage. And on receiving it they grumbled 
against the landowner, saying, ‘These last ones worked 
only one hour, and you have made them equal to us, who 
bore the day’s burden and the heat. ’ He said to one of them 
in reply, ‘My friend, I am not cheating you. Did you not 
agree with me for the usual daily wage? Take what is yours 
and go. What if I wish to give this last one the same as 
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you? Or am I not free to do as I wish with my own money? 
Are you envious because I am generous? ’ Thus, the last 
will be first, and the first will be last. ” (Matthew 20:1-16) 

The Vineyard However one might hope that 
people will do the right thing simply because it is right, life 
and society would not function were there not rewards and 
punishments. Imagine the chaos if traffic rules were 
proclaimed without there being any sanctions for 
infringements. Think of the difference traffic cameras 
make to the observance of speed limits: people know that 
they can be caught. Ask yourself how well people would 
work in their everyday occupations were there not the 
incentive of salary rises or the hope of promotion as a 
result of performance. A reward is offered for information 
leading to the arrest of a known criminal and it has its 
effect. Someone comes forward with the information and 
the reward is given. Rewards and sanctions are part and 
parcel of human life and they flow from the fact of 
freedom. Every action man takes has its consequences and 
he must take responsibility for those consequences. This 
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universal fact of society’s sanctions ought lead man to 
expect something similar beyond the grave. If such has 
been the pattern in this life, why should it not be the pattern 
in the next? What is there that would lead man to expect 
anything else, simply because the Afterlife has not been 
witnessed and reported on by anyone in this life? Ah! But 
it has been reported on by Someone in this life and that 
One is Jesus Christ the Son of God made man. He comes 
from the bosom of the Father and has made these things 
known to us. He has told us that just as there is reward and 
punishment in this life so there will be in the next, only 
then it will be far more awful because everything then will 
be eternal. The reward for what we do in this life will be 
eternal, and the punishment — for the one judged to 
deserve the punishment — will also be eternal. Our Lord 
spoke time and again of rewards and punishment. In his 
proclamation and description of the Kingdom of heaven he 
made it abundantly clear that an important feature of this 
Kingdom will be that we shall be rewarded or punished. 
What we do here on earth will have eternal consequences. 
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Our parable today is a case in point. Our Lord says 
that the Kingdom of heaven — or God being present and 
active as Lord — is like a landowner going out at various 
points during the day and hiring persons to work in his 
vineyard. This very setting of the parable suggests 
immediately that life is for work, working for God and his 
interests. The high point of the story comes when the 
labourers are summoned to receive their wage, and each is 
paid justly and some very generously. The punch line, 
which sets forth the point our Lord wants to make, is 
contained in his last words. These words are a repetition of 
what he says at the end of the previous chapter, “Thus, the 
last will be first, and the first will be last ” (Matthew 
20:1-16). Those who were all day in the vineyard were not 
as well favoured as those who arrived late, in the sense that 
in giving the late arrivals a whole denarius the landowner 
showed them special favour. Who are the ones who are in 
the vineyard all day? Our Lord seems to be commenting on 
those who were regarded as being, and who prided 
themselves on being, the first in matters pertaining to God 
and his work — the Pharisees, the scribes, the Sadducees 
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perhaps, and many others who took pride in themselves 
and their work in life. We think of the Pharisee in the 
parable our Lord told of the Pharisee and the Publican 
praying in the Temple. Who was first? The Pharisee was 
first, but unbeknown to him and indeed to the Publican, he 
was in fact last and the Publican was first — that is to say, 
in God’s sight. The Publican went home rewarded with 
justification while the Pharisee remained in his sins. Our 
Lord is saying that it is never too late to begin our service 
in the vineyard of the Lord, in our quest for holiness of life. 
We ought begin now, repent and place our trust in the 
mercy of God. He will be bounteous. If we have been in 
the service of God all our life, we ought regard that as a 
great mercy and be conscious of how we have sinned 
despite God’s mercy. We too ought begin again. 

Every day we all ought begin again in the vineyard of 
the Lord, serving the Master with love and gratitude, 
regarding ourselves as the last and not as the first. Every 
day he invites us anew, and every day ought be a renewal 
of our vocation to belong to the Lord and to serve the 
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Kingdom. Let us never regard ourselves as the first in the 
vineyard of the Lord, but always as the last, knowing that 
whatever we might have done we have done no more than 
our duty. So then, now I begin! 

-- 
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Thursday of the Twentieth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 84 (83): 10-11 Turn your eyes, O 
God, our shield; and look on the face of your anointed one; 
one day within your courts is better than a thousand 
elsewhere. 

Collect O God, who have prepared for those who love 
you good things which no eye can see, fill our hearts, we 
pray, with the warmth of your love, so that, loving you in 
all things and above all things, we may attain your 
promises, which surpass every human desire. Through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Judges 11:29-39a; Psalm 40: 5, 7-10; 

Matthew 22:1-14 

Jesus again in reply spoke to the chief priests and the 
elders of the people in parables saying, “The Kingdom of 
heaven may be likened to a king who gave a wedding feast 
for his son. He dispatched his servants to summon the 
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invited guests to the feast, but they refused to come. A 
second time he sent other servants, saying, ‘Tell those 
invited: “Behold, I have prepared my banquet, my calves 
and fattened cattle are killed, and everything is ready; 
come to the feast. ” ’ Some ignored the invitation and went 
away, one to his farm, another to his business. The rest 
laid hold of his servants, mistreated them, and killed them. 
The king was enraged and sent his troops, destroyed those 
murderers, and burned their city. Then the king said to his 
servants, ‘The feast is ready, but those who were invited 
were not worthy to come. Go out, therefore, into the main 
roads and invite to the feast whomever you find. ’ The 
servants went out into the streets and gathered all they 
found, bad and good alike, and the hall was filled with 
guests. But when the king came in to meet the guests he 
saw a man there not dressed in a wedding garment. He 
said to him, ‘My friend, how is it that you came in here 
without a wedding garment?’ But he was reduced to 
silence. Then the king said to his attendants, ‘Bind his 
hands and feet, and cast him into the darkness outside, 
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where there will be wailing and grinding of teeth. ’ Many 
are invited, but few are chosen. ” (Matthew 22:1-14) 

The Wedding Feast It is surprising how often our 
Lord speaks of God’s judgment on those who have been 
called to spend their eternity with him. He speaks of God’s 
judgment and of the possibility of being condemned to hell 
for failing to do his will. If our Lord speaks of this so 
insistently, it is because it is of immense importance that 
we think about it and live accordingly. In our Gospel 
passage today, once again our Lord tells a story. Our Lord 
does not speak abstractly as might a philosopher nor as 
might a theologian. He speaks concretely with numerous 
images which are expressed in simple and common 
language. His terminology is not unusual. He makes use 
of the analogy and the metaphor, having recourse to the 
imagination more than to abstract reason. The result is that 
his divine teaching is immensely accessible across the 
ages. So then, our Lord tells his story of the king who gave 
a wedding feast for his son. Our Lord often makes use of 
the venerable image of a marriage to describe the Kingdom 
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of heaven and his own central place in it. He is the 
bridegroom and his spouse is — as was the case with 
Yahweh’s bride in the Old Testament — the people of 
God. St Paul writes that before the world began God chose 
us, chose us in Christ to be holy and full of love in his 
sight. Now, this choice and this divine calling is liberally 
granted and we gain a sense of this in the many persons of 
the parable who are invited to the wedding. “The 
Kingdom of heaven may be likened to a king who gave a 
wedding feast for his son. He dispatched his servants to 
summon the invited guests to the feast, but they refused to 
come. A second time he sent other servants, saying, ‘Tell 
those invited: Behold, I have prepared my banquet, my 
calves and fattened cattle are killed, and everything is 
ready; come to the feasf” (Matthew 18:8-9). Many are 
invited and of course we ourselves are among them. 

But the sad story of human freedom is that the 
invitation is so often rejected. “Some ignored the invitation 
and went away, one to his farm, another to his business. 
The rest laid hold of his servants, mistreated them, and 
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killed them.” Our Lord is probably alluding to the pattern 
of infidelity that characterized the history of God’s people 
in the Old Testament, resulting in the periodic calamities 
which were visited on them and reaching its most terrible 
moment some decades after our Lord when the city was 
destroyed. “ The king was enraged and sent his troops, 
destroyed those murderers, and burned their city.” But that 
was not the end of it because the king was resolved on 
celebrating the wedding. Such was the great plan, and so 
even greater numbers were invited to the wedding — 
presumably an allusion to the universal mission of the 
Church to go out to the whole world and make disciples of 
all the nations. And so “the servants went out into the 
streets and gathered all they found, bad and good alike, 
and the hall was filled with guests.” Even so, while it is one 
thing to be brought as a guest to the wedding hall, there are 
requirements for admission to the actual feast. There is a 
dress code. One must be properly attired. There will be a 
judgment and admission will depend on one’s state. Those 
who do not meet those requirements will be cast outside 
despite the liberal invitations that were so widely 
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broadcast. “ But when the king came in to meet the guests 
he saw a man there not dressed in a wedding garment. He 
said to him, ‘My friend, how is it that you came in here 
without a wedding garment?’ But he was reduced to 
silence. Then the king said to his attendants, ‘Bind his 
hands and feet, and cast him into the darkness outside, 
where there will be wailing and grinding of teeth?” Many 
are invited to the kingdom of God both now and hereafter, 
but entry is granted only to those judged worthy. 

Let us bear in mind constantly the great final things 
that are coming. Our Lord repeatedly warns us of them. 
We are invited to a wonderful eternity with him and that 
calling is proclaimed by the Church which is the body and 
the bride of Christ. The wedding will be the eternal 
marriage of Christ with his Church. But just having the 
invitation is not enough. God will judge us on what we 
have done with the invitation. Following our death, he will 
judge us on our deeds, and he will judge us again 
definitively at the end of time. For those judged not to be 
worthy because of what they have done or failed to do, 
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eternal damnation will follow. Let us bear this solemn 
doctrine constantly in mind. 

-- 
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Friday of the Twentieth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 84 (83): 10-11 Turn your eyes, O 
God, our shield; and look on the face of your anointed one; 
one day within your courts is better than a thousand 
elsewhere. 

Collect O God, who have prepared for those who love 
you good things which no eye can see, fill our hearts, we 
pray, with the warmth of your love, so that, loving you in 
all things and above all things, we may attain your 
promises, which surpass every human desire. Through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Ruth 1: 1.3-6.14-16.22; Psalm 145; 

Matthew 22:34-40 

Hearing that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees, the 
Pharisees got together. One of them, an expert in the law, 
tested him with this question: Teacher, which is the 
greatest commandment in the Law? Jesus replied: ‘Love 
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the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your 
soul and with all your mind. ’ This is the first and greatest 
commandment. And the second is like it: ‘Love your 
neighbour as yourself. ’ All the Law and the Prophets hang 
on these two commandments. (Matthew 22:34-40) 

The Law It can be extremely difficult getting to the 
heart of the written work of some great thinker. By that I 
refer to the essential points from which flow his thought, 
the basic principles from which hang the rest. Take but 
one example, the thought of John Henry Newman (1801 - 
1890), expressed over thirty-five to forty published 
volumes, and over thirty volumes of Letters and Diaries. 
The Letters and Diaries, incidentally, are a most important 
resource for his thought. What can be said of the essential 
elements or principles of his thought, from which flow or 
hang much of the rest? That is a very difficult question to 
answer, because, to begin with, his thought spans many 
fields. If 7 were compelled to give an answer to this, I 
would say it was the utterly sovereign and transcendent 
character of the all-holy and all-loving God, perceived 
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dimly in the conscience, and revealed in historical 
revelation. Be that as it may, my point here is that any 
great body of thought expressed in writing requires 
immense attention, usually involving lots of persons, to get 
to the bottom of it. The discussions on the key elements of 
the thought of Aristotle or Plato are unending. I remember 
reading an article by one person who teaches Philosophy at 
an Australian University. He claimed that he knew more 
about the philosopher David Hume than anyone else in 
Australia. Now, he may have been — nay, he probably 
was — perfectly correct in his claim. What occurred to 
me, though, was the amount of work and specialization that 
must have been behind his being able to say this with the 
confidence he showed. Now, one of the most amazing 
documents of all time, and certainly in the ancient world, is 
the Hebrew Torah, the Pentateuch, the (five) “Books of 
Moses”. It stands forth as a great and sacred body of text 
and utterance coming from God to, traditionally, Moses. 
The pre-eminent figure of Jesus Christ confirms that it is 
this. There is nothing like it in its era. 
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This great text, the Torah, is not just a system of 
thought, a path to understanding. It is all this, of course, 
for it reveals to man the one true God and what he is like. 
But it is unambiguously clear that man is required not just 
to understand what is stated there, but to do what is 
divinely commanded. The word of God is indeed to be 
received in faith and with understanding, but this must 
issue in obedient action. Hence the “Books of Moses” 
were called “the Law”. The Law (of God) “ was given 
through Moses ”, St John states in his Gospel (1:17). Christ 
commonly referred to u the Law and the Prophets ” — the 
prophets, under divine inspiration, recalling the chosen 
people to the “Law”, developing this or that feature of it, 
and advancing the Tradition within which it was guarded, 
understood and applied to life. In many respects, the 
prophets constituted the Tradition within which the Law 
was guarded. But the old question stood: within the 
“Law”, containing the will of God for his people, what was 
the most essential point, the heart of the matter, that from 
which hung the rest. After all, the rest of it was extensive 
indeed. Within the setting of the inspired narrative of the 
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Patriarchs, Moses, the Liberation from Egypt, the Covenant 
of Sinai, there are pages after pages of law and prescription 
for the chosen people. Where was the wood for the trees, if 
we may ask it this way without disrespect? All this brings 
us to our Gospel today (Matthew 22:34-40), in which our 
Lord was tested for his competence by one of the experts in 
the Law. Which is the greatest commandment in the Law? 
Our Lord answered instantly and set forth the essence of 
everything in the Law: Love God with all your heart, and 
then, your neighbour as yourself. It was brilliant, of 
course, but we who are Christian know that it came from 
the very Author of the Law. 

This gives us the key to the entire reading of the Old 
Testament, with this addition: the one who fulfils this very 
key is Jesus Christ. He is the Key to the key. We read the 
Law, the Prophets and the Writings with him and his 
divine teaching before us. There is this further critical 
point: Christ fulfilled the Law not only in himself, but in 
bringing us the Blessing which enables us to follow in his 
footsteps. That Blessing is the gift of the Holy Spirit and 
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his grace. As St John writes, while “the Law was given 
through Moses, grace and truth came through Jesus 
Christ” (1:17). Jesus Christ is man’s Blessing! 

-- 
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Saturday of the Twentieth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 84 (83): 10-11 Turn your eyes, O 
God, our shield; and look on the face of your anointed one; 
one day within your courts is better than a thousand 
elsewhere. 

Collect O God, who have prepared for those who love 
you good things which no eye can see, fill our hearts, we 
pray, with the warmth of your love, so that, loving you in 
all things and above all things, we may attain your 
promises, which surpass every human desire. Through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Ruth 2:1-3, 8-11; 4:13-17; Psalm 
128: lb-5; Matthew 23:1-12 

Jesus spoke to the crowds and to his disciples, saying, 
“The scribes and the Pharisees have taken their seat on the 
chair of Moses. Therefore, do and observe all things 
whatsoever they tell you, but do not follow their example. 
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For they preach but they do not practice. They tie up 
heavy burdens hard to carry and lay them on people’s 
shoulders, but they will not lift a finger to move them. All 
their works are performed to be seen. They widen their 
phylacteries and lengthen their tassels. They love places of 
honour at banquets, seats of honour in synagogues, 
greetings in marketplaces, and the salutation ‘Rabbi. ’ As 
for you, do not be called Rabbi. ’ You have but one 
teacher, and you are all brothers. Call no one on earth 
your father; you have but one Father in heaven. Do not be 
called ‘Master’; you have but one master, the Christ. The 
greatest among you must be your servant. Whoever exalts 
himself will be humbled; but whoever humbles himself will 
be exalted. ” (Matthew 23:1-12) 

Humble authority Studies that have been made of 
indigenous religions across the world suggest that among 
the various elements at work in them is that of power and 
position. The secrets that are reserved to certain persons in 
the religion, the practices that are required of the general 
body of adherents, and various other features point all too 
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often to the quest for honours, authority and influence by 
some over others. One ought not be surprised at this in 
view of the fact that man is fallen. Of course, one ought not 
imagine that this is peculiar to primal religions for, in fact, 
one can see these factors in the history of religions 
generally. Indeed, it was present in many recipients and 
professionals of revealed religion too, according to the 
word of our Lord. In our Gospel passage today, he warns 
the crowds and his disciples against the example of the 
Pharisees. Do not, he warns, “ follow their example. For 
they preach but they do not practice. They tie up heavy 
burdens hard to carry and lay them on people’s shoulders, 
but they will not lift a finger to move them. All their works 
are performed to be seen. They widen their phylacteries 
and lengthen their tassels. They love places of honour at 
banquets, seats of honour in synagogues, greetings in 
marketplaces, and the salutation ‘Rabbi’” (Matthew 
23:1-12). The ones our Lord refers to sought honours and 
power and wished to be served. Their example must not be 
followed. On the contrary, our Lord says, “ The greatest 
among you must be your servant. Whoever exalts himself 
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will be humbled; but whoever humbles himself will be 
exalted So our Lord is teaching that what ought 
distinguish those in positions of honour and authority in the 
religion revealed by God is humility and the service of 
others. Can we think of examples of the humility our Lord 
is speaking of? One example might be the humble 
apologies expressed by Popes Paul VI and John Paul II on 
behalf of the Catholic Church for various offences against 
other religions in the course of history. 

But there is a second point made by our Lord in 
today’s Gospel (Matthew 23:1-12). It is the importance of 
authority in revealed religion. In his criticisms of the 
Pharisees our Lord is not in any way dispensing with the 
authority to guide and teach that is exercised by various 
persons in religion. In respect to the Pharisees, he actually 
supports their authority for he says to “the crowds and to 
his disciples'' 1 that the “ scribes and the Pharisees have 
taken their seat on the chair of Moses." Their position as 
teachers (“the chair”) shares in the authority of Moses, and 
our Lord recognizes this. Their position is legitimate in the 
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Mosaic religion and should be truly respected as such. 
This has important implications. “ Therefore ” our Lord 
says, “do and observe all things whatsoever they tell 
you...” These words are significant for it shows that our 
Lord not only fully respected the central and enduring 
things of Old Testament religion such as the Ten 
Commandments and the Scriptures, but he had a profound 
respect for the institutions of day-to-day religion in the life 
of God’s chosen people in his day. He reverenced 
authority in religion and insisted on respect for its exercise. 
While our Lord sharply criticised the Pharisees’ love for 
honours and certain details of what they required (such as 
certain stipulations respecting the observance of the 
Sabbath) his exhortation that his disciples and the crowds 
“observe all things whatsoever they tell you ” shows that he 
did not dispute their legitimate authority nor in general 
their guidance. The point we can take from this is not, of 
course, the question of the Pharisees. The substance of our 
Lord’s teaching here in our passage today is, firstly, that 
authority in revealed religion is to be exercised humbly and 
in a spirit of service. Secondly this authority and those 
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who exercise it are to be respected by all even if their 
personal example is far from adequate. 

Authority of necessity pervades society at its various 
levels. Life cannot be lived without the exercise of 
authority. In the religion Christ has revealed and 
established, authority is a fundamental component. Those 
in authority, in the Church Christ founded, occupy the 
chair not of Moses but of Christ and have been given by 
him a share in his authority to teach and to guide. This 
must be respected. At the same time, those who exercise 
this authority must do so in a spirit of humble service as 
would Christ himself, and in a spirit of obedience to his 
word. 
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Twenty-first Sunday of Ordinary Time 


Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 86 (85): 1-3 Turn your ear, O 
Lord, and answer me; save the servant who trusts in you, 
my God. Have mercy on me, O Lord, for I cry to you all 
the day long. 

Collect O God, who cause the minds of the faithful to 
unite in a single purpose, grant your people to love what 
you command and to desire what you promise, that, amid 
the uncertainties of this world, our hearts may be fixed on 
that place where true gladness is found. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Isaiah 66:18-21; Psalm 117:1, 2; 

Hebrews 12:5-7, 11-13; Luke 13:22-30 

Jesus passed through towns and villages, teaching as 
he went and making his way to Jerusalem. Someone asked 
him, “Lord, will only a few people be saved?” He 
answered them, “Strive to enter through the narrow gate, 
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for many, I tell you, will attempt to enter but will not be 
strong enough. After the master of the house has arisen 
and locked the door, then will you stand outside knocking 
and saying, ‘Lord, open the door for us. ’ He will say to you 
in reply, 7 do not know where you are from. And you will 
say, ‘We ate and drank in your company and you taught in 
our streets. ’ Then he will say to you, 7 do not know where 
you are from. Depart from me, all you evildoers! ’ And 
there will be wailing and grinding of teeth when you see 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob and all the prophets in the 
kingdom of God and you yourselves cast out. And people 
will come from the east and the west and from the north 
and the south and will recline at table in the kingdom of 
God. For behold, some are last who will be first, and some 
are first who will be last. ” (Luke 13:22-30) 

Our conscience I have at various times come 
across people who do not believe in an Afterlife, which 
means that they do not believe in a God nor in his 
judgment on our deeds. Nor do they believe therefore that 
there is a heaven and a hell. I have even read of persons 
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who do believe in an Afterlife, but in defiance of God have 
stated that they choose hell. I have also heard of Satanists 
who opt to befriend and collaborate with Satan against God 
and religion. Such attitudes almost defy comprehension if 
only because they fly in the face of fundamental 
self-interest. The overwhelming percentage of people, 
though, prefer and want to go to heaven. That is their 
preference, but the sad fact is that for a great number this is 
little more than just a preference. That is to say, they do 
not think much of heaven or hell, they are not concerned 
much about God’s judgment on their life, and they are 
fairly content to drift through life expecting that the bus 
that is life will take them to something pleasant hereafter. 
If an observer were to gaze at the kind of choices such a 
person makes every day, he would see little evidence of a 
notably religious conscience. Pope Benedict XVI, before 
he became Pope, wrote once that if the atheist or agnostic 
were to live as if there is a God, his concrete decisions 
would be morally well formed. Well, I tend to think that 
many people who count themselves as believers live as if 
there is not, or may not be, a God — and as if Christ and 
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his Church do not matter. They take a broad path not much 
affected by their religious persuasion. But what does our 
Lord say in today’s Gospel? He says that we are to “ strive 
to enter through the narrow gate, for many, I tell you, will 
attempt to enter but will not be strong enough ” (Luke 
13:22-30). There is a narrow gate of entry, and there is a 
broad gate that many choose instead. The way to eternal 
life does not pass through a broad and easy gate but 
through a narrow one. That narrow gate is, in a word, the 
gate of seeking to do what is objectively right in 
everything. This means forming one’s conscience in such 
a way that one does arrive at the truth of what is to be 
done, and then actually does it whatever be the cost. 

It is not enough to say to oneself and to others that I 
am doing what I think is right. One can be mistaken and 
blind or half blind because one has culpably failed to take 
the appropriate steps to be able to perceive what is right. 
This can happen in all sectors of life right down to the most 
personal aspects of individual and married life. A person 
convinces himself it is acceptable to miss Sunday Mass. A 
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person convinces himself it is acceptable to be a little 
unfaithful in his marriage, or to engage in contraception. A 
person convinces himself that it is acceptable to avoid 
legitimate taxes. A person convinces himself it is 
acceptable to defraud or to steal from the workplace. A 
person in political life allows legislation for abortion or for 
embryonic stem cell research or legislation confusing 
marriage and same sex unions, all the while convincing 
himself that he is doing right. He disregards the Church’s 
solemn teaching and the explicit warnings of the Church’s 
pastors. He is being influenced in his judgment by a desire 
for convenience, popularity or some other form of 
self-interest. He is taking the broad and easy path of 
self-interest in one or other of its numerous forms, a path in 
which the voice of the authentic and properly formed 
conscience is ignored, evaded and gradually silenced. He 
is learning to call evil good and what is good evil. His 
conscience is being rendered blind. When attentive to a 
well formed moral conscience, the prudent person can hear 
the voice of God who speaks to him or her. Elsewhere in 
the Gospel our Lord says that the one who is faithful in 
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small things will be faithful in great. If we do not cultivate 
this sensitivity of conscience in our judgments concerning 
the little duties of everyday life, we shall be unable in 
conscience to judge on the great things. We shall become 
culpably blind. A wonderful example for every lay person 
with duties in the world is St Thomas More. There is now 
a statue of him in the New South Wales state parliament. 
He was a saint in the little things of his everyday life, and 
was able in conscience to judge the truth of the great things 
of state when they arrived on the scene. He had formed his 
conscience well and was able to see the truth of the issues 
that were so crucial for the Church and the nation of his 
time, issues that had ramifications for centuries to come. 
He entered by the narrow gate and that was the gate that 
led to life. 

We form in ourselves an upright and true moral 
conscience by educating ourselves in the Word of God and 
the teaching of the Church, and by conscientiously 
applying this to everyday life despite the disapproval of 
others. A true conscience is supported by the gifts of the 
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Holy Spirit and helped by the advice of wise and holy 
people. Prayer and an examination of conscience can also 
greatly assist one’s moral formation. Let us take our 
Lord’s words to heart in every aspect of our daily lives, let 
us take the narrow gate of forming our moral conscience in 
a way that is pleasing to God, and then following it in our 
daily life, whatever be the cost. This and this only is the 
way to life. 

Further reading : The Catechism of the Catholic Church, 
no.1776-1785 (Judgment of conscience; formation of 
conscience) 

-- 
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Monday of the Twenty-first Week of Ordinary Time 


Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 86 (85): 1-3 Turn your ear, O 
Lord, and answer me; save the servant who trusts in you, 
my God. Have mercy on me, O Lord, for I cry to you all 
the day long. 

Collect O God, who cause the minds of the faithful to 
unite in a single purpose, grant your people to love what 
you command and to desire what you promise, that, amid 
the uncertainties of this world, our hearts may be fixed on 
that place where true gladness is found. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 1 Thessalonians 1:1-5, 8b-10; Psalm 
149: lb-2, 3-6a and 9b; Matthew 23:13-22 

Jesus said to the crowds and to his disciples: “Woe to 
you, scribes and Pharisees, you hypocrites. You lock the 
Kingdom of heaven before men. You do not enter 
yourselves, nor do you allow entrance to those trying to 
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enter. “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, you hypocrites. 
You traverse sea and land to make one convert, and when 
that happens you make him a child of Gehenna twice as 
much as yourselves. “Woe to you, blind guides, who say, 
‘If one swears by the temple, it means nothing, but if one 
swears by the gold of the temple, one is obligated. ’ Blind 
fools, which is greater, the gold, or the temple that made 
the gold sacred? And you say, ‘If one swears by the altar, it 
means nothing, but if one swears by the gift on the altar, 
one is obligated. ’ You blind ones, which is greater, the gift, 
or the altar that makes the gift sacred? One who swears by 
the altar swears by it and all that is upon it; one who 
swears by the temple swears by it and by him who dwells in 
it; one who swears by heaven swears by the throne of God 
and by him who is seated on it. ” (Matthew 23:13-22) 

Sight As is well known, prior to his election Pope 
Benedict XVI often referred to what he called the 
dictatorship of relativism. He brought into high relief the 
philosophical assumption that objective truth — especially 
religious truth — is either non-existent or unattainable and 
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that any claim to possess the truth is necessarily a mere 
subjective opinion. Relativism involves the view that 
whatever be a person’s judgment on reality (specifically, 
its moral and religious dimensions) that conviction is just a 
personal impression lacking the means and the note of 
objective validation. So the “truth” is ultimately relative to 
each person. I suppose the occasion prompting the rise and 
prevalence of this assumption, which acts as a prejudice 
against the notion of objective truth (especially religious 
and moral), is the presence in human society of radically 
diverse convictions. The doubt that descends on people is 
this: How can one possibly be sure of having attained the 
truth if there is profound and strongly held disagreement? 
40,000 Frenchmen can’t be wrong (as the saying goes), 
and we just don’t have that kind of agreement. How, then, 
can one attain “the truth”? Now, whatever of certain 
philosophical discussions, to deny the validity of all claims 
to having the truth flies in the face of ordinary human 
convictions and of common sense. We are all aware that it 
is possible to be right and that it is possible to be wrong. It 
is like the philosophical discussions as to the existence of 
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free will. The fact is that we know that, to a greater or 
lesser extent, people are free and may be held accountable 
for their choices. So too we know that one can attain the 
truth and that one can be in objective error. What the fact 
of disagreement points to is not that all are “right” and that 
no one is wrong and that “truth” is relative to each person, 
but that truth (especially in religion and morals) is very 
often not attained. It requires a great effort to attain the 
truth and especially religious truth, and it is very possible 
to be blind to it. The obviously valid philosophical 
principle that something cannot be right and wrong 
simultaneously means that some in the world — and in 
matters of religious truth probably only a minority — are 
right, and many others are wrong. Some see the light and 
others are blind to it or at least for whatever reason do not 
attain it. 

In our Gospel passage today (Matthew 23:13-22) our 
Lord inveighs against the scribes and Pharisees who, he 
charges, are blind. They are blind and they lead others 
blindly into perdition: “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, 
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you hypocrites. You traverse sea and land to make one 
convert, and when that happens you make him a child of 
Gehenna twice as much as yourselves. Woe to you, blind 
guides..” There are two obvious features in that which 
Christ condemns in the scribes and Pharisees here. Firstly 
that they are blind and so lead others into harm, and 
secondly that their blindness is very culpable. They are 
hypocrites, and woe is coming upon them: “ Woe to you, 
scribes and Pharisees, you hypocrites .” This, then, is a 
warning to us all that we must strive conscientiously to 
seek the truth of God with hearts and minds open to the 
light of the Floly Spirit. As were the scribes and Pharisees, 
we can very easily be in culpable error while thinking we 
are in the truth. Our mistaken blindness can be culpable. 
How so? By secret disposition and choice, our will can fail 
to be attuned to the will of God. Our starting points, our 
fundamental principles, our preferred assumptions, can set 
us against the truth revealed by God and render us blind. 
That is the danger. Its root is the love of sin and self which 
prevents us from attaining the truth revealed by God in 
Christ. Being blind ourselves, we lead others astray in the 
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process. Because of our fundamentally social nature, we 
do not go either to heaven or to hell alone. We bring others 
with us one way or the other. This is the awful 
responsibility we all have of sincerely seeking to attain the 
truth because it is the truth which will set us free now and 
hereafter. Let us take our cue from what Christ says to the 
scribes and the Pharisees standing before him. Let us not 
allow ourselves to be blind as to the truth of Christ, at least 
not culpably so. We have a responsibility to do all we can 
to attain the light of God with certainty and with clarity. 

On one occasion the people brought a clamouring 
beggar into the presence of our Lord. The beggar had been 
importunately demanding with loud and unremitting cries 
that Jesus of Nazareth hear him. Christ asked him what he 
wanted of him. The beggar — Bar Timaeus by name — 
said, “Lord, that I may see!” Let that prayer be our own. 
Lord, that I may “see” Christ who is the light of my life, 
and that I may be able to guide others to him who is the 
light of life and of the world. 

-- 
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Tuesday of the Twenty-first Week of Ordinary Time 


Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 86 (85): 1-3 Turn your ear, O 
Lord, and answer me; save the servant who trusts in you, 
my God. Have mercy on me, O Lord, for I cry to you all 
the day long. 

Collect O God, who cause the minds of the faithful to 
unite in a single purpose, grant your people to love what 
you command and to desire what you promise, that, amid 
the uncertainties of this world, our hearts may be fixed on 
that place where true gladness is found. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 1 Thessalonians 2:1-8; Psalm 139:1-6; 

Matthew 23:23-26 

Jesus said: “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, you 
hypocrites. You pay tithes of mint and dill and cummin, 
and have neglected the weightier things of the law: 
judgment and mercy and fidelity. But these you should 
have done, without neglecting the others. Blind guides, 
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who strain out the gnat and swallow the camel! “Woe to 
you, scribes and Pharisees, you hypocrites. You cleanse 
the outside of cup and dish, but inside they are full of 
plunder and self-indulgence. Blind Pharisee, cleanse first 
the inside of the cup, so that the outside also may be 
clean. ” (Matthew 23:23-26) 

Secret thoughts There are many aspects of the 
life of man’s conscience. One aspect which has received 
sustained attention during the modern era is the freedom of 
each to act according to his conscience. This is especially 
dramatic in a situation where civil authority is reluctant to 
allow full liberty of conscience because of what it believes 
to be its harmful effect on the common good. It is also a 
great issue within the life of the Church, when, for 
instance, the Church judges the individual conscience to be 
failing to respect the charism of the teaching authority in 
the Church to guide the faithful to revealed truth. But there 
are other aspects of the life of the conscience which have 
always been critically important. For instance, there is the 
question of the sensitivity of the conscience to matters 
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beyond and behind observable practices. What do I mean? 
In many religions in the course of man’s history, it is the 
observance of external rites and regulations which have 
preoccupied the conscience of religious man. A rule 
governing a society’s behaviour is observed — say, the 
observance of the Sabbath day, or the exclusion of worship 
of other gods — and the conscience of both individuals and 
the society is at peace because of this external observance. 
It could be a rule prohibiting adultery, or theft, or murder 
or calumny. Whatever is the issue, the conscience at this 
stage of its life and development is satisfied when that rule 
governing external and especially social behaviour is 
observed. But of course, the action of man does not only 
encompass external behaviour. It originates in and 
embraces above all the inner world of his mind and heart. 
Man acts when he chooses to judge and when he approves 
or disapproves interiorly , when he accepts or rejects, 
whenever he exercises his mind and heart freely and 
deliberately even if society is unable to observe this 
interior activity. Inasmuch as this interior activity is truly 
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his own and is a product of his own free choice, it is 
subject to his conscience. 

In fact, however unobserved by society our secret 
thoughts and intentions may be, God sees all. All is bare 
before the constant gaze of God who sustains all things in 
being. If anything in any sense exists, it does so only 
because of the sustaining hand of God. This is one reason 
why sin is so much of an offence to the infinitely holy God. 
God sustains us in our exercise of his gift of freedom, and 
therefore sustains us while we sin. The great and holy God 
is, as it were, dragged in to witness and with infinite 
reluctance to sustain, by his act of creation, actions of ours 
that are morally evil and an affront to his infinite holiness. 
They are a profound offence to his holiness. The point 
being made here, though, is that man’s conscience must be 
directed to his secret thoughts and actions, the realm of his 
inner soul. What this means is that we must remember 
constantly that we live in the constant presence of God, and 
our service of him must especially involve our thoughts 
and desires. We must strive to be clean and pleasing to 
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him not only on the outside but especially on the inside. 
The religion of man must especially become a religion not 
only of external practices — and of course including that 
too — but of the heart as well. Indeed, it must in the first 
instance be a religion of the heart because from the heart 
proceed both the good and the bad, and in any case God 
sees all man’s secret actions, which are those of his heart. 
And this is exactly what our Lord condemns in the scribes 
and the Pharisees listening to him. He calls them 
hypocrites because their observable actions are very 
different from the action of their hearts. “Woe to you, 
scribes and Pharisees, you hypocrites. You cleanse the 
outside of cup and dish, but inside they are full of plunder 
and self-indulgence. Blind Pharisee, cleanse first the 
inside of the cup, so that the outside also may be clean ” 
(Matthew 23:23-26). The religion revealed by God 
requires a holiness of the heart, not only a holiness of 
observable behaviour. 

Our Lord’s words remind us that the religious person 
can be a hypocrite. His external behaviour can be the 
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opposite of his internal behaviour. If this is so, then his 
internal behaviour will vitiate his entire religious practice, 
and God sees all. We must resolve to live constantly in the 
presence of God our Father, knowing that he sees our 
inmost thoughts. We must resolve to please him in the 
sanctuary of our hearts. Therein lies the battleground of 
holiness. It is above all there that we must put on the 
likeness of Christ, taking to heart the exhortation of St Paul 
that we put on the mind of Christ. Let us make this our 
daily undertaking, to please God above all within. 

-- 
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Wednesday of the Twenty-first Week of Ordinary Time 


Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 86 (85): 1-3 Turn your ear, O 
Lord, and answer me; save the servant who trusts in you, 
my God. Have mercy on me, O Lord, for I cry to you all 
the day long. 

Collect O God, who cause the minds of the faithful to 
unite in a single purpose, grant your people to love what 
you command and to desire what you promise, that, amid 
the uncertainties of this world, our hearts may be fixed on 
that place where true gladness is found. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 1 Thessalonians 2: 9-13; Psalm 138; 

Matthew 23:27-32 

Jesus said, Woe to you, teachers of the law and 
Pharisees, you hypocrites! You are like whitewashed 
tombs, which look beautiful on the outside but on the inside 
are full of dead men’s bones and everything unclean. In 
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the same way, on the outside you appear to people as 
righteous but on the inside you are full of hypocrisy and 
wickedness. Woe to you, teachers of the law and 
Pharisees, you hypocrites! You build tombs for the 
prophets and decorate the graves of the righteous. And 
you say, ‘If we had lived in the days of our forefathers, we 
would not have taken part with them in shedding the blood 
of the prophets. ’ So you testify against yourselves that you 
are the descendants of those who murdered the prophets. 
Fill up, then, the measure of the sin of your forefathers! 
(Matthew 23:27-32) 

The Truth Our Lord’s baptism by John in the 
River Jordan and the coming of the Holy Spirit on him 
launched his public ministry. In the Gospel of St John, our 
Lord’s contact with the Baptist in chapter 1 is intimately 
linked with his call of the first disciples (Andrew, the 
unnamed John, Peter, Philip and Nathanael). It is 
interesting to notice one detail in what our Lord said to 
Nathanael — and our Lord’s conversation with Nathanael 
is his longest with any in this first chapter. The first thing 
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our Lord said when he saw Nathanael coming to him as a 
result of Philip’s invitation was, “ Behold, an Israelite, 
indeed, in whom there is no guile /” (1:47). As a matter of 
fact, these are the only words of our Lord about the 
character of any of those who feature in this first chapter. 
Our Lord designates Simon as one who will be called 
“Rock” (1:42), but with Nathanael he speaks of his 
character (1:47), and with high praise. And what does he 
say? He says he is a person of no guile. He is a man of 
the truth, and does not pretend to anything other than what 
he is. Nathanael was, then, straightforward, simple 
without being simplistic, honest and true. This, then, was 
very important to our Lord. We remember that on one 
occasion (in the same Gospel of Matthew), disciples of the 
Pharisees together with the Herodians were sent to trap him 
with their questions. This time it was a political matter: 
was it lawful to pay tribute to Caesar? But we notice how 
they began. They endeavoured to beguile our Lord by 
bringing forward one of his most obvious features: 
“ Teacher, we know that you are true and that you teach 
the way of God in truth ” (Matthew 22:16). In Mark’s 
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account of the incident, it is the same, with even greater 
emphasis on our Lord’s manifest “truth”: “ Teacher, we 
know that you are true and that you do not care about 
anything else nor for the position of men, but teach the way 
of God in truth ” (12:14). With Luke it is the same (20:21). 
Our Lord appeared to all as utterly true, and we see this in 
his demeanour and words before Annas, Caiaphas and 
Pilate during his trial. As we have noticed, it is the first 
thing he says about the character of one of his disciples at 
the earliest coming together of those disciples. 

All of this brings us to our Gospel today (Matthew 
23:27-32), in which our Lord speaks of at least some of the 
teachers of the Law and the Pharisees — not all of them, 
for let us always remember that Nicodemus, a disciple of 
our Lord, was a Pharisee. They are not true, our Lord 
states: they are “hypocrites” . In the incident just 
mentioned when the scribes and Pharisees flattered our 
Lord with his manifest quality of truthfulness in the 
presence of any man, Mark tells us that our Lord knew 
their “hypocrisy” (12:15). Matthew tells us that our Lord 
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called them “hypocrites” (22:18). Jesus Christ did not like 
guile, deception, pretence, hypocrisy — so we had better 
steer clear of it in our own lives. The Synoptic Gospels 
(Matthew, Mark and Luke) each report our Lord referring 
to “hypocrites”. This use of the word by our Lord is 
recorded once in Mark, three times in Luke, and thirteen 
times in Matthew. So if we want to know more about what 
our Lord says of “hypocrisy” and “hypocrites”, it is 
especially to the Gospel of St Matthew that we would go. 
It is from this Gospel that our passage today is drawn, with 
its reference to “y ou hypocrites''' and to their being “ full of 
hypocrisy. The “teachers of the Law and the Pharisees” 
whom our Lord was addressing were appearing “to people 
as righteous but on the inside you are full of hypocrisy and 
wickedness .” Matthew is recognized as being especially 
Hebraic, Scriptural, Jewish, and his target would seem to 
have been mainly a Jewish audience of the Gospel. He 
would, therefore, have been very interested in the attitudes 
of the Jewish leaders and in the orchestrated opposition 
which they mounted against the Saviour. This, of course, 
they continued to direct against the infant Church. Our 
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Lord had pronounced against many of them (though not 
all), for they were full of pretence. They were sunk in sin, 
and yet pretending to virtue. In our Gospel today, our Lord 
pronounces a solemn and repeated woe upon them: “Woe 
to you, teachers of the Law and Pharisees, you 
hypocrites /” This was a serious matter indeed. 

Our Lord stated to his disciples that he is the Way, the 
Truth and the Life. He declared before Pontius Pilate that 
it was for this that he had come into the world, to bear 
witness to the truth, and those who are of the truth listen to 
his voice. Our Lord died in witness to the truth, the truth 
about himself and his revelation. Let us seek the truth and 
at every point take our stand by it in all charity to those 
who do not as yet accept our witness. Let us never allow 
deception, pretence and guile to gain the slightest knowing 
and deliberate foothold in our heart. It is in lies that Satan 
specializes. Let us have none of it, then! 

-- 
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Thursday of the Twenty-first Week of Ordinary Time 


Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 86 (85): 1-3 Turn your ear, O 
Lord, and answer me; save the servant who trusts in you, 
my God. Have mercy on me, O Lord, for I cry to you all 
the day long. 

Collect O God, who cause the minds of the faithful to 
unite in a single purpose, grant your people to love what 
you command and to desire what you promise, that, amid 
the uncertainties of this world, our hearts may be fixed on 
that place where true gladness is found. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 1 Thessalonians 3:7-13; Psalm 90:3-5a, 
12-14 and 17; Matthew 24:42-59 

Jesus said to his disciples: “Stay awake! For you do 
not know on which day your Lord will come. Be sure of 
this: if the master of the house had known the hour of night 
when the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake 
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and not let his house be broken into. So too, you also must 
be prepared, for at an hour you do not expect, the Son of 
Man will come. “Who, then, is the faithful and prudent 
servant, whom the master has put in charge of his 
household to distribute to them their food at the proper 
time? Blessed is that servant whom his master on his 
arrival finds doing so. Amen, I say to you, he will put him 
in charge of all his property. But if that wicked servant 
says to himself, ‘My master is long delayed, ’ and begins to 
beat his fellow servants, and eat and drink with drunkards, 
the servant’s master will come on an unexpected day and 
at an unknown hour and will punish him severely and 
assign him a place with the hypocrites, where there will be 
wailing and grinding of teeth. ” (Matthew 24:42-59) 

Our work I remember watching a movie many 
years ago and in one of its scenes a woman was shown 
holding her small child. The child suddenly asked his 
mother, “Why isn’t there nothing?” The mother was 
nonplussed, but so important is that question that it is the 
only scene in the movie that I remember. We see all 
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around us a wonderful world of unending variety, and 
typically we take it for granted. Secular man 
subconsciously assumes that this world always was, that it 
always will be, and that it more or less has to be. Apart 
from the Big Bang hypothesis, some have come up with a 
theory which accounts for the world’s appearance by 
recourse to the action of a previous this-world substance. 
But this simply pushes the basic question back. Why isn’t 
there nothing? There is nothing about this world that makes 
it necessary , unless we assert (thus explaining nothing) that 
the mere fact that it is means that it has to be. The 
implications of this question for theism are obvious, but 
that is not why I raise it. We can ask the same question 
about life and one’s own existence. Why is it that I happen 
to exist and live at all? There is nothing about my life and 
my existence that makes me necessary. The mere fact that 
I can cease to live shows that I am not necessary. We have 
plenty of reasons to be grateful for the gift of life, because 
there is no reason inherent to me why I have had to live. 
Nor is there any necessary reason why I must continue to 
live. That is why the first point our Lord makes in our 
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Gospel passage today is so important. We must stand 
ready at every moment. Jesus said to his disciples: “Stay 
awake! For you do not know on which day your Lord will 
come. Be sure of this: if the master of the house had known 
the hour of night when the thief was coming, he would have 
stayed awake and not let his house be broken into. So too, 
you also must be prepared, for at an hour you do not 
expect, the Son of Man will come.” What is to prevent this 
day from being our very last, or this very night? We must 
stand ready because we never know the day on which we 
may be suddenly called to appear before God for our 
judgment. 

In our Gospel passage today (Matthew 24:42-59) our 
Lord goes on to tell us what it means in practice to stand 
ready for the sudden coming of Christ. It means to be 
found lovingly fulfilling the service that he has given us. 
“Who, then, is the faithful and prudent servant, whom the 
master has put in charge of his household to distribute to 
them their food at the proper time? Blessed is that servant 
whom his master on his arrival finds doing so. Amen, I say 
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to you, he will put him in charge of all his property.' 1 '’ If we 
do not fear the judgment of God, then our conscience all 
too often will slumber in respect to the doing of his will. 
We will think there is no urgency about the fulfilment of 
our duties because we have plenty of time on our hands. 
The thought of a judgment as involved in the feeling of a 
guilty conscience will keep us returning to God and this in 
turn gives the time and the opportunity for the love of God 
to grow in our hearts. If there is a heart attack or a stroke, 
or a car accident or whatever, forthwith our life may be 
over and nothing else is ahead of us but the judgment of 
God. That is to say, for the man alive to his true situation, 
the thought of death ought be ever before him together with 
what must follow death. This will help him to be at his 
work in life, which includes all his responsibilities to God 
and to others and to his own spiritual life. I remember 
hearing a very good comment by a well-known radio 
talk-back host. He said that we are born to work and the 
purpose of our life is to work. Let us work all our lives at 
the task that God wants us to do and not at tasks that in his 
sight are a waste of our precious time. I remember I once 
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asked a person how his brother — a very well-known TV 
personality of many years ago — was going. He replied 
that he was going well, but that he was not working on his 
religious faith. Our religious faith is a work, the greatest 
work we have to do in life. When God calls us, he wants to 
find us at our work, the work he has given us to do. 

I have seen paintings of saints with a skull on their 
desk. The point of this practice was to keep in mind that 
life is short and eternity long. These holy men and women 
worked well and constantly with a profound love for God, 
partly because they remembered the transitoriness of life. 
That is to say, they remembered the judgment of God and 
they resolved so to live and to work as always to be ready 
for it even if it were to come suddenly. Let us live in such 
a way that we shall not be caught napping. 

-- 
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Friday of the Twenty-first Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 86 (85): 1-3 Turn your ear, O 
Lord, and answer me; save the servant who trusts in you, 
my God. Have mercy on me, O Lord, for I cry to you all 
the day long. 

Collect O God, who cause the minds of the faithful to 
unite in a single purpose, grant your people to love what 
you command and to desire what you promise, that, amid 
the uncertainties of this world, our hearts may be fixed on 
that place where true gladness is found. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 1 Thessalonians 4:1-8; Psalm 97:1 and 
2b, 5-6, 10-12; Matthew 25:1-13 

Jesus told his disciples this parable: “The Kingdom of 
heaven will be like ten virgins who took their lamps and 
went out to meet the bridegroom. Five of them were 
foolish and five were wise. The foolish ones, when taking 
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their lamps, brought no oil with them, but the wise brought 
flasks of oil with their lamps. Since the bridegroom was 
long delayed, they all became drowsy and fell asleep. At 
midnight, there was a cry, ‘Behold, the bridegroom! Come 
out to meet him!’ Then all those virgins got up and 
trimmed their lamps. The foolish ones said to the wise, 
‘Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out. ’ But 
the wise ones replied, ‘No, for there may not be enough for 
us and you. Go instead to the merchants and buy some for 
yourselves. ’ While they went off to buy it, the bridegroom 
came and those who were ready went into the wedding 
feast with him. Then the door was locked. Afterwards the 
other virgins came and said, ‘Lord, Lord, open the door for 
us! ’ But he said in reply, ‘Amen, I say to you, I do not know 
you. ’ Therefore, stay awake, for you know neither the day 
nor the hour. ” (Matthew 25:1-13) 

Stand ready! Take any day of the year and listen 
to or watch the news. It speaks of sudden death coming 
upon individuals and groups time and again, death without 
warning to persons of all ages, callings and conditions. 
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The greatest persons can be suddenly snuffed out, from 
Julius Caesar in classical times to Lincoln in the nineteenth 
century, to Ghandi, John and Bobby Kennedy and Martin 
Luther King in the twentieth. Pope St John Paul II 
narrowly escaped sudden assassination. Death comes to all, 
and to very many it comes suddenly whether by natural or 
unnatural means. Such is the human condition and our 
Lord warns his disciples to understand that they must take 
this into account because an enormous amount depends on 
how we are found at the moment death visits us. In this 
sense, the whole of life is a preparation for the moment of 
death. Our Lord — as usual — tells a story to drive home 
the point. The setting is a wedding feast and the maids 
were awaiting the arrival of the bridegroom. There were 
foolish ones among them who did not foresee a sudden 
arrival of the bridegroom and wise ones who took this 
possibility into account. The upshot was that the foolish 
ones were left outside with the door locked to them. So 
apart from anything, wickedness is foolish. Living a life of 
sin is, as some might say, a bit “dumb”. It is foolish 
because even from the point of self-interest it shows poor 
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thinking. We must think through our situation as 
vulnerable creatures whose lives are radically exposed to 
any number of threats which may at any point cut it off. 
And then what? Then comes the divine judgment. Its 
upshot depends on our readiness for the bridegroom at the 
moment of his arrival. If death can come suddenly and if 
an unending eternity depends on the welcome we are able 
to give to the bridegroom — then the whole of our life 
ought be spent in standing ready for his arrival. 

Our parable not only teaches us to stand ready lest 
death overtake us suddenly. It also and more importantly 
tells us who it is whose coming death announces (Matthew 
25:1-13). It is the bridegroom. It is the bridegroom of the 
Church and therefore the bridegroom of the soul of each of 
the Church’s faithful. Christ describes himself as the 
bridegroom and the kingdom of heaven as a wedding feast. 
This ought be a wonderful thought all through life, giving 
joy to the thought of death. Death is not just a loss, and 
possibly a sudden and catastrophic loss which we must be 
always ready for. Rather, it is a gain. The whole of life is 
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not a dark preparation for a sudden loss. Rather it is a 
joyful preparation for a beautiful gain, the gain of entry 
into the wedding feast of Christ and sanctified mankind. 
Death in this light is something which can be viewed with 
serenity and optimism, and if life has many sorrows then 
death can be looked forward to as a great door to 
something far more beautiful to come. Indeed, we must 
develop the habit of looking on life and death in these 
terms because this is central to all that Christ has revealed. 
In death something beautiful can come upon us suddenly, 
and that beautiful thing is the arrival of Christ to take us 
into the wedding feast of heaven with him. So let us stand 
ready to welcome him. Our whole life ought be 
tantamount to a readiness for heaven because of the way 
we are striving to live. Life is short no matter how long it 
is, and eternity is unending no matter how long we choose 
to imagine it. Thus death, this event that can be a beautiful 
finale to life, casts a bright and joyful light across the paths 
of life, provided we live accordingly. If we do not, death 
will indeed be a catastrophe. Every day counts, as does 
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every moment. Let us live in the present as if the present 
were to be the last. 

Every day we ought begin again. So then, now I 
begin! I must keep my lamp filled with the oil of faith in 
Jesus and good works done in him and for him. He, the 
bridegroom, could come at any moment. Let me not fool 
myself by saying that it will be some time yet. I simply do 
not know. My whole life should be lived in such a way 
that were he to come now, I would be ready to welcome 
him with my bright and burning lamp. 

-- 
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Saturday of the Twenty-first Week of Ordinary Time 


Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 86 (85): 1-3 Turn your ear, O 
Lord, and answer me; save the servant who trusts in you, 
my God. Have mercy on me, O Lord, for I cry to you all 
the day long. 

Collect O God, who cause the minds of the faithful to 
unite in a single purpose, grant your people to love what 
you command and to desire what you promise, that, amid 
the uncertainties of this world, our hearts may be fixed on 
that place where true gladness is found. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 1 Thessalonians 4:9-11; Psalm 98:1, 7-9; 

Matthew 25:14-30 

Jesus told his disciples this parable: “A man going on 
a journey called in his servants and entrusted his 
possessions to them. To one he gave five talents; to 
another, two; to a third, one - to each according to his 
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ability. Then he went away. Immediately the one who 
received five talents went and traded with them, and made 
another five. Likewise, the one who received two made 
another two. But the man who received one went off and 
dug a hole in the ground and buried his master’s money. 
After a long time the master of those servants came back 
and settled accounts with them. The one who had received 
five talents came forward bringing the additional five. He 
said, ‘Master, you gave me five talents. See, I have made 
five more. ’ His master said to him, ‘Well done, my good 
and faithful servant. Since you were faithful in small 
matters, I will give you great responsibilities. Come, share 
your master’s joy. ’ Then the one who had received two 
talents also came forward and said, ‘Master, you gave me 
two talents. See, I have made two more. ’ His master said 
to him, ‘Well done, my good and faithful servant. Since 
you were faithful in small matters, I will give you great 
responsibilities. Come, share your master’s joy. ’ Then the 
one who had received the one talent came forward and 
said, ‘Master, I knew you were a demanding person, 
harvesting where you did not plant and gathering where 
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you did not scatter; so out of fear I went off and buried 
your talent in the ground. Here it is back. ’ His master said 
to him in reply, ‘You wicked, lazy servant! So you knew 
that I harvest where I did not plant and gather where I did 
not scatter? Should you not then have put my money in the 
bank so that I could have got it back with interest on my 
return? Now then! Take the talent from him and give it to 
the one with ten. For to everyone who has, more will be 
given and he will grow rich; but from the one who has not, 
even what he has will be taken away. And throw this 
useless servant into the darkness outside, where there will 
be wailing and grinding of teeth. (Matthew 25:14-30) 

The Judgment On one occasion our Lord, having 
been accused of violating the Sabbath by curing someone 
on the Sabbath day, said that his Father is ever at work, and 
therefore so is he. St John tells us that thereupon the Jews 
took up stones to stone him because he not only broke the 
Sabbath but spoke of God as his very own Father, thus 
making himself equal to God. This was one of many 
statements by our Lord that revealed his own divine nature. 
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But it also tells us something of the Father. It tells us that 
the Father is a worker. Fie is ever at work — and therefore 
the Son is ever at work. We ought look on God the holy 
Trinity as actively at work in creation and in the 
sanctification of his creatures. God is very enterprising. 
We see in the work of creation and especially in the work 
of the redemption of the world from sin, a mighty 
undertaking in process. God strains every nerve, as it we 
might put it, to achieve his goals for us. There is nothing 
he is not prepared to do to attain our good. If we wish to 
be his true and worthy children we must strive to be like 
him —just as in his work, too, our Lord stated to his critics 
that he was constantly doing as his Father did. Being like 
God means being compassionate and merciful (as our Lord 
says elsewhere). It also means that we be people who work 
and strive to achieve our goals. Those goals should be 
done for him. Our Lord tells his disciples today (Matthew 
25:14-30) a parable of the master going away on a long 
journey and entrusting his property to them. He expected 
them to put what he gave them to work and to produce, 
each according to his ability. That is an image of life. We 
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have been entrusted with responsibilities and we are 
expected to fulfil those responsibilities and bear fruit for 
the Master, each according to our ability. The parable 
teaches that the Master detests idleness and laziness. 

But our Lord’s parable is especially directed, it would 
seem, to the ordinary man of very ordinary abilities and 
circumstances. The centre of attention is the one who was 
entrusted with only one talent. The one who received the 
five talents got to work immediately and made five more, 
and the one given the two immediately set to work and 
made two more. But the one who received the one did 
nothing with it at all. He did not even think of at least 
depositing it in the bank and so gaining some interest on it 
(and in the process at least covering its depreciation). He 
was lazy and refused to put himself out. So he lost 
everything and was thrown out into the darkness. All this 
is to say that it is not enough to say to God that I haven’t 
done any positive harm. God will be asking me what 
positive good I have done. He will be wanting to see how I 
have advanced his interests in the world and how I have 
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served to give greater glory and honour to him. No matter 
how little a person I am in the eyes of others, God expects 
me to be enterprising for him. He expects me to work and 
to work for him in everything I do, no matter how ordinary 
my deeds may seem. Moreover, the concentration in the 
parable on the little man, on the one with one talent only, 
helps to alert us to the great importance that God places on 
the ordinary person. Imagine what a difference to the 
world would be made if that sleeping giant — Everyman, 
as we might call him — were to rise from his slumber to 
serve God! Imagine the difference if all the little persons 
— millions of them every generation — took their ordinary 
vocation with great seriousness. There are Christians 
teaching at University, in politics, in the professions, at the 
workbench, in the trades, and so many of them do little to 
bear witness to the truth of Jesus. We could say that Christ 
will only be brought to the heart of the world if the 
ordinary man takes up the challenge and makes it par 
excellence the work of his life. Think of what difference to 
the world the mighty rivers have made: the Tigris, the 
Euphrates, the Amazon and others. But those rivers are 


- 1886 - 



made up of coundess drops, are they not? Each of those 
little drops may be taken as a symbol of the little person. 

Let us reflect on today’s parable (Matthew 25:14-30) 
and think of the judgment on our work in life that awaits 
us. Let us take seriously and gratefully the work in life that 
God has given us and ask him to help us be enterprising 
and never to give up on it. Where God has placed us, that 
is our field of work for him until he calls us elsewhere. But 
we are just little people! Ah yes! If we have been given but 
one talent, let us put it to work. It is important to God. 

-- 


- 1887 - 





Twenty-second Sunday of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 86 (85): 3, 5 Have mercy on 
me, O Lord, for I cry to you all the day long. O Lord, you 
are good and forgiving, full of mercy to all who call to you. 

Collect God of might, giver of every good gift, put into 
our hearts the love of your name, so that, by deepening our 
sense of reverence, you may nurture in us what is good 
and, by your watchful care, keep safe what you have 
nurtured. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Sirach 3:17-18,20,28-29; Ps 68:4-7, 10-11; 
Hebrews 12:18-19, 22-24a; Luke 14:1, 7-14 

On a Sabbath Jesus went to dine at the home of one of 
the leading Pharisees, and the people there were observing 
him carefully. He told a parable to those who had been 
invited, noticing how they were choosing the places of 
honour at the table. “When you are invited by someone to 
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a wedding banquet, do not recline at table in the place of 
honour. A more distinguished guest than you may have 
been invited by him, and the host who invited both of you 
may approach you and say, ‘Give your place to this man, ’ 
and then you would proceed with embarrassment to take 
the lowest place. Rather, when you are invited, go and 
take the lowest place so that when the host comes to you he 
may say, ‘My friend, move up to a higher position. ’ Then 
you will enjoy the esteem of your companions at the table. 
For every one who exalts himself will be humbled, but the 
one who humbles himself will be exalted. ” Then he said to 
the host who invited him, “When you hold a lunch or a 
dinner, do not invite your friends or your brothers or your 
relatives or your wealthy neighbours, in case they may 
invite you back and you have repayment. Rather, when you 
hold a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the 
blind; blessed indeed will you be because of their inability 
to repay you. For you will be repaid at the resurrection of 
the righteous. ” (Luke 14:1, 7-14) 
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Love for neighbour There have been many 

religions in the history of man that have been not notably 
concerned for the poor. Many have been distinguished for 
their striving for the Absolute — whatever be the name 
they give to it or the image they have of it — while often 
being forgetful of the needs of man and the world. Among 
the many things that revealed religion places at the centre 
is concern for and love of those in need. In the first 
instance, this surely flows from its teaching about the 
creation and very nature of man. As we read in the first 
pages of the Bible, man is not simply the greatest of all the 
living things to come into being from the word of God. 
Man is created in the very image and likeness of God and 
is a child of God and God is his Father. God is the Father 
of all mankind, and every man and woman is his creature 
made in his likeness. We may surely regard this fatherly 
creation of man — man who is “little less than a god”, as 
the psalm expresses it — as something of a primordial 
covenant conferring on the least endowed and the least 
circumstanced an inalienable dignity. He is a child of God 
made like unto his heavenly Father and is a member of 
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God’s vast family. Above and beyond the dignity inherent 
in his very creation, the dignity of every man features 
prominently in the developing covenants God forged with 
his chosen people. The Mosaic legislation required 
constant consideration for slaves, for sojourners and the 
needy, and the prophets time and again denounced a 
religion of sacrifices and oblations while flouting and 
neglecting the poor. God is portrayed as wishing to have 
nothing to do with such a religion. Indeed, the whole of 
the Law and the Prophets can be reduced, Christ said, to 
loving God with all our heart and loving our neighbour as 
our self. So then, love of neighbour — a real love and 
care, a love equal to that which we have for ourselves — is 
an unavoidable linch-pin of revealed religion. 

But Christ developed this to what we might call stark 
levels. On one occasion he was asked, in the context of 
love for neighbour, who is my neighbour? He proceeded to 
tell the story of the Good Samaritan, thereby showing that 
one’s neighbour is not just one’s family member, one’s 
associate in religion, or one’s countryman, but anyone in 
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need. Any person in need is my neighbour. We must love 
anyone who is in need as we love our own very self. But 
even here, Christ gave a new commandment. It is that we 
are to love one another as he has loved us. That is the level 
of love which a true disciple of Christ extends to the poor. 
St Paul writes that, though he was rich because he was 
God, Christ gave all this up and became as we are and 
humbler still. He did all this so that we who are poor might 
become rich. Christ loved the lowly and the poor. Apart 
from his countless miracles on their behalf, we read that 
when Judas went out at the Last Supper some thought that 
he had gone to give some money to the poor. This 
indicates that the giving of money to the poor was a 
practice of the Twelve, instilled by the Master. Our Lord 
taught that our concern for the poor will be an essential 
element in our judgment. Our Lord describes, in Matthew 
25, the final judgment of Christ on each and all. He will be 
our judge, and at our judgment he will say to those on his 
right, come you whom my Father has blessed, for when I 
was hungry you gave me food. When did we do this? the 
blessed will ask. “Whenever you did this to the least of 
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these brothers of mine, you did it to me.” So Christ our 
Lord and God identifies entirely with the poor and the 
lowly such that whatever we do to them he counts as 
having been done to him. Therefore we serve and love 
Christ himself when we serve and love the poor. They are 
to be reverenced and loved as we reverence and love Christ 
himself, and we shall be rewarded greatly if we do this. In 
our Gospel passage today (Luke 14:1, 7-14), our Lord 
speaks of this to a leading Pharisee. 

All through the history of the Church there have been 
outstanding and saintly examples of Christians who have 
taken our Lord’s teaching to heart. They have loved and 
served the poor. In this way they have reminded the 
Church’s children and all mankind of the dignity of the 
poor and of their right to reverence and care. They have 
also reminded all of the judgment to come on those who 
serve the poor and also on those who neglect the poor 
when they have been in a position to help them. Let us 
take our cue from the likes of St Teresa of Calcutta who 
lived a holy life given over to seeing Christ in the poor. 
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This is revealed religion, the religion God has taught to us. 
This is the service he wants of those who strive to be 
pleasing to him. In this way we show our love for Christ 
and become Christ-like ourselves. 

Further reading : The Catechism of the Catholic Church, 
no.2443-2449 (Love for the poor) 

-- 
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Monday of the Twenty-second Week of Ordinary Time 


Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 86 (85): 3, 5 Have mercy on 
me, O Lord, for I cry to you all the day long. O Lord, you 
are good and forgiving, full of mercy to all who call to you. 

Collect God of might, giver of every good gift, put into 
our hearts the love of your name, so that, by deepening our 
sense of reverence, you may nurture in us what is good 
and, by your watchful care, keep safe what you have 
nurtured. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18; Psalm 96:1 
and 3-5, 11-13; Luke 4:16-30 

Jesus came to Nazareth, where he had grown up, and 
went according to his custom into the synagogue on the 
sabbath day. He stood up to read and was handed a scroll 
of the prophet Isaiah. He unrolled the scroll and found the 
passage where it was written: The Spirit of the Lord is 
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upon me, because he has anointed me to bring glad tidings 
to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim liberty to captives 
and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go 
free, and to proclaim a year acceptable to the Lord. 
Rolling up the scroll, he handed it back to the attendant 
and sat down, and the eyes of all in the synagogue looked 
intently at him. He said to them, “Today this Scripture 
passage is fulfilled in your hearing. ” And all spoke highly 
of him and were amazed at the gracious words that came 
from his mouth. They also asked, “Is this not the son of 
Joseph?” He said to them, “Surely you will quote me this 
proverb, ‘ Physician, cure yourself, ’ and say, ‘Do here in 
your native place the things that we heard were done in 
Capernaum. ’ ” And he said, “Amen, I say to you, no 
prophet is accepted in his own native place. Indeed, I tell 
you, there were many widows in Israel in the days of Elijah 
when the sky was closed for three and a half years and a 
severe famine spread over the entire land. It was to none 
of these that Elijah was sent, but only to a widow in 
Zarephath in the land of Sidon. Again, there were many 
lepers in Israel during the time of Elisha the prophet; yet 
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not one of them was cleansed, but only Naaman the 
Syrian. ” When the people in the synagogue heard this, they 
were all filled with fury. They rose up, drove him out of the 
town, and led him to the brow of the hill on which their 
town had been built, to hurl him down headlong. But he 
passed through the midst of them and went away. (Luke 
4:16-30) 

Responding to Jesus Little is known of the 

history of the town of Nazareth. I have read that the town 
began a century or two before the birth of Jesus. Other 
archaeological evidence seems to suggest a more ancient, 
though very obscure, history. Whatever be the case, the 
greatest thing that happened in the entire history of the 
town from its obscure beginnings to the present (for it is 
now a modern city) was the presence in it, for thirty years, 
of three persons. They were Jesus the Son of God made 
man, Mary his most holy mother, and Joseph his holy 
foster-father. Nothing can compare with that illustrious 
fact. Jesus Christ was a townsman of Nazareth, and that 
will always be the reason for the fame of Nazareth. 
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Connected with this was the fact that the people with 
whom our Lord lived — with the exception of his own 
immediate family, of course — had no idea of his exalted 
status. They did not know that he was the Messiah nor that 
he was the Son of God. Undoubtedly they could see that 
he had altogether special qualities, but he blended so well 
into his social setting and family circle that he was taken 
largely for granted. At least this is the impression we 
gather from various details of the Gospels. Our Gospel 
text today (Luke 4:16-30) narrates how Jesus went to the 
synagogue as was his custom. So his townspeople had 
accompanied him to the synagogue, had seen him there 
Sabbath after Sabbath, and had seen him and mixed with 
him in so many other settings. How fascinating a fact! 
Many had grown up with him and had lived with him daily. 
The stunning upshot of their years with Jesus is their 
response to the Gospel. When he revealed who he really 
was they rejected him violently. 

If we contrast the reaction of those who had lived with 
him with that of his first disciples, what a contrast there is! 
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Let us take the case of Nathanael. Philip came to him and 
told him that they had found the Messiah. Nathanael 
appears to have been a little sceptical: “ Nazareth? Can 
anything good come from that place?” And so he was 
taken to Jesus. Jesus showed that he knew him in an 
altogether special sense, a sense beyond ordinary human 
means, and Nathanael responded with a total and 
magnificent faith. We read, “Jesus saw Nathanael coming 
toward him and said of him, ‘Here is a true child of Israel. 
There is no duplicity in him. ’ Nathanael said to him, ‘How 
do you know me? ’ Jesus answered and said to him, ‘Before 
Philip called you, I saw you under the fig tree. ’ Nathanael 
answered him, ‘Rabbi, you are the Son of God; you are the 
King of Israel. ’ Jesus answered and said to him, ‘Do you 
believe because I told you that I saw you under the fig 
tree? You will see greater things than this (John 
1:45-51). Nathanael’s faith was immediate and 
magnificent, and it attained the faith which John the 
Evangelist saw as the very purpose of writing his Gospel 
which was “that you may learn to believe Jesus is the 
Christ the Son of God, and that believing you may have life 


- 1899 - 



in his name ” (John 20:31). Let us appreciate the sad and 
miserable response to the Gospel on the part of our Lord’s 
townspeople who had known him so well and yet so little, 
by considering the magnificent response of our Lord’s very 
first disciples. 

Let us cherish dearly the gift of faith in Jesus Christ 
which we have received, and nourish it into a great flame. 
St Paul tells us that from before the world began God chose 
us in Christ to be holy and full of love in his sight. It 
begins with and is based on faith in Christ’s Person. What 
a tragedy if, having the gift of faith, we allow it to weaken 
and die. By contrast, what a wonder if we cherish this faith 
and allow it to lead us to love and holiness. 

-- 
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Tuesday of the Twenty-second Week of Ordinary Time 


Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 86 (85): 3, 5 Have mercy on 
me, O Lord, for I cry to you all the day long. O Lord, you 
are good and forgiving, full of mercy to all who call to you. 

Collect God of might, giver of every good gift, put into 
our hearts the love of your name, so that, by deepening our 
sense of reverence, you may nurture in us what is good 
and, by your watchful care, keep safe what you have 
nurtured. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 1 Thessalonians 5:1-6, 9-11; Psalm 

27:1,4,13-14; Luke 4:31-37 

Jesus went down to Capernaum, a town of Galilee. 
He taught them on the sabbath, and they were astonished 
at his teaching because he spoke with authority. In the 
synagogue there was a man with the spirit of an unclean 
demon, and he cried out in a loud voice, “What have you to 
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do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy 
us? I know who you are-the Holy One of God!” Jesus 
rebuked him and said, “Be quiet! Come out of him!” Then 
the demon threw the man down in front of them and came 
out of him without doing him any harm. They were all 
amazed and said to one another, “What is there about his 
word? For with authority and power he commands the 
unclean spirits, and they come out. ” And news of him 
spread everywhere in the surrounding region. (Luke 
4:31-37) 

Christ and Satan In the history of the world there 
have been countless kings and rulers who set out to 
conquer. Philip of Macedon in the fourth century BC set 
out to conquer the Greek peninsular and succeeded. His 
son Alexander set out on an extraordinary adventure to 
conquer the known world and one may think that had he 
lived long enough he would have succeeded. He was 
unstoppable in his military brilliance, while committing 
atrocities in the process. Julius Caesar set out to conquer 
and ruthlessly succeeded. So too did Genghis Khan, 
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Napoleon Bonaparte, and many others. They saw 
themselves as kings and were determined to establish their 
kingdoms. But of course, whatever they planned and 
achieved was the work of man and in due course it all 
crumbled. Their kingship did not last. However, God 
planned another kingdom from all eternity and he revealed 
through the prophets that it was coming. It would come 
from the dynasty of David, whose descendant would be its 
Messiah-King and it would last forever. The Christian 
believes that Jesus is the Messiah, and that he whose 
kingdom will never end is the Son of God made man. As 
our Lord said to Pontius Pilate before he went to his 
redeeming death, his is not a kingdom of this world. In our 
Gospel passage today we see our Lord beginning the 
establishment of his kingdom. He overthrows the demons. 
We remember how, after his baptism by John the Baptist, 
he was led by the Holy Spirit into the desert to be tempted 
by Satan. There the first great confrontation began. Satan 
took him to a high mountain and showed him all the 
kingdoms of the world. He claimed that they were all his. 
Much of this claim may be true, but in his pride and dark 
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vanity Satan presumed to present himself to Jesus as the 
lord of the entire world. He told Jesus that if he 
acknowledged him, Satan, as lord, then the whole world 
would be his for the asking. 

Satan could see that the man before him had the 
makings of being the Lord of the world. He was offering 
him a deal, and of course Christ would have none of it. He 
would indeed be King of kings and Lord of lords, but on 
God’s terms and for the sake of his heavenly Father. He 
had come to win the world and to hand it back to his 
heavenly Father. God had sent his champion to reclaim the 
world from the influence of Satan and his demons. There 
was nothing like it in its scale — this man Jesus was setting 
out to conquer the whole world and to establish here on 
earth the kingdom of heaven. It is the grand project of 
human history. It is the one thing that matters, and in our 
Gospel scene we see our Lord taking the fight to the 
enemy. “ He taught them on the Sabbath, and they were 
astonished at his teaching because he spoke with authority. 
In the synagogue there was a man with the spirit of an 
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unclean demon, and he cried out in a loud voice, ‘What 
have you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come 
to destroy us ? I know who you are-the Holy One of God! ’ 
Jesus rebuked him and said, ‘Be quiet! Come out of him!’ 
Then the demon threw the man down in front of them and 
came out of him without doing him any harm ” (Luke 
4:31-37). Jesus is shown as one with unassailable 
authority and power, though it was used solely for his 
spiritual mission. The devils could see that this was One 
whom they could not possibly deal with in any sense 
successfully. The case was hopeless. On their own 
admission, he is the Holy One of God and has the power to 
destroy them. He is wholly good and all powerful, the 
absolutely ideal king whose victory is assured. Satan made 
the mistake of thinking that in orchestrating his death 
through betrayal and scheming and stubbornness, the 
kingdom of this all-holy Man would be at an end. But 
Christ’s death turned out to be, as long intended in God’s 
plan, the very means of victory. 
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Let us see very clearly the fundamental issues at 
stake. It is a matter of good and evil, or more precisely, 
God and all that is against God. Two great standards are 
hoisted. The one is the standard of Christ, the other is the 
standard of Satan. Christ has his means of victory and 
those means are summed up in the Cross. Satan has his 
means and they are those of sin and self. Christ will win so 
let us stand with Christ and live out this stand every day of 
our lives. 
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Wednesday of the Twenty-second Week Ordinary Time 


Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 86 (85): 3, 5 Have mercy on 
me, O Lord, for I cry to you all the day long. O Lord, you 
are good and forgiving, full of mercy to all who call to you. 

Collect God of might, giver of every good gift, put into 
our hearts the love of your name, so that, by deepening our 
sense of reverence, you may nurture in us what is good 
and, by your watchful care, keep safe what you have 
nurtured. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Colossians 1:1-8; Psalm 52:10, 11; 

Luke 4:38-44 

After Jesus left the synagogue, he entered the house of 
Simon. Simon’s mother-in-law was afflicted with a severe 
fever, and they interceded with him about her. He stood 
over her, rebuked the fever, and it left her. She got up 
immediately and waited on them. At sunset, all who had 
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people sick with various diseases brought them to him. He 
laid his hands on each of them and cured them. And 
demons also came out from many, shouting, “You are the 
Son of God. ” But he rebuked them and did not allow them 
to speak because they knew that he was the Christ. At 
daybreak, Jesus left and went to a deserted place. The 
crowds went looking for him, and when they came to him, 
they tried to prevent him from leaving them. But he said to 
them, “To the other towns also I must proclaim the good 
news of the Kingdom of God, because for this purpose I 
have been sent. ” And he was preaching in the synagogues 
of Judea. (Luke 4:38-44) 

Christ St Jerome who was writing and translating 
in the early years of the fifth century stated that ignorance 
of the Scriptures is ignorance of Christ. Such a statement 
implies two things, among others. The Scriptures are the 
Church’s special instrument for introducing those whom 
she evangelizes to the knowledge of Christ, and Christ is 
the meaning of the Scriptures. Now, since Christ is the 
object of the Scriptures, those parts of the Scriptures (Old 
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and New Testaments) that speak most explicitly of Christ 
are especially important. For this reason the Gospels are 
the crowning books of the Bible because they set forth with 
greatest clarity the Person of the Lord. The Christian 
ought make great use of the Gospels to contemplate the 
Person and actions and teaching of Jesus. By placing 
himself prayerfully and contemplatively in the scenes of 
the Gospels, the Christian will come to know and love 
Jesus. Cardinal Newman pointed out in his Grammar of 
Assent (1870) that the imagination is the special faculty for 
a lively religion. By means of the religious imagination a 
person comes to know the divine Objects of religion — not 
just as conclusions of the reason, but also as if they are 
objects of sight. In this way they are known as realities 
and not just as notions. So then, let us place ourselves in 
the Gospel scene of today (Luke 4:38-44) and contemplate 
the Person of Jesus as if we are observing him — which we 
do by means of our religious imagination, guided by a 
disciplined and religiously docile reason. He is the Lord of 
lords and the King of kings, God himself become man, the 
divine Son of the divine Father, the Second Person of the 
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three divine Persons each of whom is the one only 
almighty God. He moves among men as a man that he is, 
thus giving them immediate access in him to the eternal 
God. 


He enters the house of Simon and Simon’s 
mother-in-law “ was afflicted with a severe fever, and they 
interceded with him about her. He stood over her, rebuked 
the fever, and it left her. She got up immediately and 
waited on them ” (Luke 4:38-44). The Incarnation of the 
Son of God ought be a perpetual source of grateful wonder 
to us! St Paul writes that in Christ was the fullness of the 
godhead bodily, and here we have the Lord of all familiarly 
entering a home and being approached to heal Simon’s 
mother-in-law. At his word the fever left her. Such is the 
sovereign and almighty power of the word of Jesus, that 
she immediately rises to wait on them. We are reminded of 
the first page of the Bible when God said, Let there be the 
world and so it was. Here now the same God is among 
men restoring broken humanity with his same divine 
power. “At sunset, all who had people sick with various 
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diseases brought them to him. He laid his hands on each 
of them and cured them.” Power is at work restoring 
wounded man. It is an almighty power that reveals the 
mercy and compassion of God. The devils, driven out by 
Christ, guess who it is who is so powerful and impregnable 
to their advances. They shout “Ton are the Son of God!” 
But he silenced them and did not allow them to speak 
because, we are told, “ they knew that he was the Christ.” 
All through history man has appealed to the powers above 
for compassion and aid. He is weak and fallen, subject to 
threats that injure and destroy him. He needs the 
compassion and mercy of One who is all-powerful. He 
needs salvation especially from his moral flaws that take 
him and others to death. Jesus is the answer to the cry of 
humanity and he is the focus and embodiment of the 
religion God has revealed and to which man aspires. Let 
us place ourselves constantly in the company of Jesus and 
allow him to be the focus of our life. 

Not only is Christ sent by the Father to be the object 
of our love and veneration, but he stands forth as our 
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example. In his goodness, he is the example of what it 
means to be human. He is the model for Everyman. St 
Paul tells us that we are to put on the mind of Christ: “Let 
this mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus.” Christ is 
mankind’s exemplar, and the challenge for every Christian 
is to bring this message to the world. The world awaits its 
evangelization. Let all members of Christ’s Church 
proclaim the Person of Jesus to a broken world. 
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Thursday of the Twenty-second Week Ordinary Time 


Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 86 (85): 3, 5 Have mercy on 
me, O Lord, for I cry to you all the day long. O Lord, you 
are good and forgiving, full of mercy to all who call to you. 

Collect God of might, giver of every good gift, put into 
our hearts the love of your name, so that, by deepening our 
sense of reverence, you may nurture in us what is good 
and, by your watchful care, keep safe what you have 
nurtured. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Colossians 1:9-14; Psalm 98:2-6; 

Luke 5:1-11 

While the crowd was pressing in on Jesus and 
listening to the word of God, he was standing by the Lake 
of Gennesaret. He saw two boats there alongside the lake; 
the fishermen had disembarked and were washing their 
nets. Getting into one of the boats, the one belonging to 
Simon, he asked him to put out a short distance from the 
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shore. Then he sat down and taught the crowds from the 
boat. After he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, 
“Put out into deep water and lower your nets for a catch. ” 
Simon said in reply, “Master, we have worked hard all 
night and have caught nothing, but at your command I will 
lower the nets. ” When they had done this, they caught a 
great number of fish and their nets were tearing. They 
signalled to their partners in the other boat to come to help 
them. They came and filled both boats so that the boats 
were in danger of sinking. When Simon Peter saw this, he 
fell at the knees of Jesus and said, “Depart from me, Lord, 
for I am a sinful man. ” For astonishment at the catch of 
fish they had made seized him and all those with him, and 
likewise James and John, the sons of Zebedee, who were 
partners of Simon. Jesus said to Simon, “Do not be afraid; 
from now on you will be catching men. ” When they 
brought their boats to the shore, they left everything and 
followed him. (Luke 5:1-11) 

The Church with Peter It is important when we 
are reading Holy Scripture to remember that while the 
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Holy Spirit used numerous human authors, he himself was 
the principal and ultimate Author. He gives unity to the 
entire corpus that makes up both Old and New Testaments. 
So when reading any particular passage of the New 
Testament we bear in mind its connection with the rest of 
the Scriptures because the whole has a common divine 
Author. In our Gospel passage today (Luke 5:1-11), our 
Lord is standing near the lake of Gennesaret teaching the 
throngs of people pressing all around him. He sees two 
boats close to the bank and he boards one of them to teach 
the crowds from there. St Luke tells us it was Simon’s 
boat. So we contemplate Christ seated in Simon’s boat, 
teaching as the Master. I suppose many would pass over 
this detail as having no special significance. But in view of 
the special vocation of Simon as spelt out in the Gospels, 
Luke, in describing this factual scene, was surely giving his 
readers a pictorial reminder of a special feature of Christ’s 
Church. We remember that great occasion narrated in a 
different Gospel when having received Simon’s declaration 
of faith in him as the Messiah and Son of God, Christ 
appointed him to be the rock on which he would build his 
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Church. To him Christ gave the keys of the kingdom of 
heaven, and promised that whatever he bound on earth 
would be ratified in heaven. Well now, in our Gospel 
scene, Luke intimates to the believing reader more about 
Simon and the Church of which he will be the visible rock. 
Christ will continue to teach vast throngs from Simon’s 
boat which is his Church. Luke gives us even more. Christ 
tells Simon to cast his net into deep water, which he does, 
and a huge number of fish are caught. From now on, 
Christ tells Simon, it is men he will catch. It is a pointer to 
the Church of the future. It reminds us that Christ the 
Saviour abides in the Church’s midst as it carries out its 
mission to bring the Saviour to the world. 

A great student of the religions of the world in the 
early decades of the twentieth century was the German 
scholar Rudolf Otto. His book, The Idea of the Holy , 
analysed the sense of the holy at the heart of religion. The 
religious sense is, so thought Otto, a sense of the numinous 
which is apprehended as something both awful and 
fascinating. It involves awe, fear and yet a profound 
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attraction. Otto’s description hints at the sense of sin but 
does not give it its due. Simon’s reaction to the miracle 
wrought by Christ before his very eyes manifests the 
authentic reaction to the holy. He falls down at the knees 
of Jesus and does not merely express wonderment at the 
divine power at work in the catch of fish, but his profound 
sense of sin before the One who is all-holy. Christ is 
all-powerful and his power reveals his holiness. His power 
reveals many other things, but here it is his transcendent 
and incomparable holiness which Simon finds to be so 
overwhelming. He experiences a vast separation between 
his own sinfulness and the holiness of the One who has just 
manifested such power. “Leave me, Lord, for I am a sinful 
man” He and all his companions were completely 
overcome by the catch they had made. In all efforts which 
the Christian expends to serve Christ and do his will, he 
ought have a lively sense of his own sinfulness and of 
Christ’s holiness. This sense of sin is something modern 
man characteristically lacks. Pope Pius XII once wrote that 
the sin of the century — speaking of the twentieth century 
— is the lack of the sense of sin. That culpable lack has 
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been growing for centuries and it has, of course, to do with 
the lack of a sense of God in the mind of secular man and 
his culture. It is something that can afflict and influence 
the Church’s faithful, immersed as they are in the world. 
We need to develop a deep sense of God as the Holy One, 
and of Christ his Son as the Holy One of God. Even the 
devils knew this. We who are children of a secular culture 
are in danger of being insensitive to the holiness of Christ. 

Let us ponder on the reminders and implications of 
our Gospel scene today. Christ’s Church is that which is 
with Simon Peter and which has Peter as its visible rock. In 
that Church, Christ teaches the world and casts the net for 
catch upon catch. Let us be close to Jesus and spend our 
lives adoring him as the Holy One of God, the One who 
will cleanse us from our sins and who will bring this 
cleansing to the world of sinful men. 

-- 
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Friday of the Twenty-second Week of Ordinary Time 


Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 86 (85): 3, 5 Have mercy on 
me, O Lord, for I cry to you all the day long. O Lord, you 
are good and forgiving, full of mercy to all who call to you. 

Collect God of might, giver of every good gift, put into 
our hearts the love of your name, so that, by deepening our 
sense of reverence, you may nurture in us what is good 
and, by your watchful care, keep safe what you have 
nurtured. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Colossians 1:15-20; Psalm 100:lb-5; 

Luke 5:33-39 

The scribes and Pharisees said to Jesus, “The 
disciples of John the Baptist fast often and offer prayers, 
and the disciples of the Pharisees do the same; but yours 
eat and drink. ” Jesus answered them, “Can you make the 
wedding guests fast while the bridegroom is with them? 
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But the days will come, and when the bridegroom is taken 
away from them, then they will fast in those days. ” And he 
also told them a parable. “No one tears a piece from a 
new cloak to patch an old one. Otherwise, he will tear the 
new and the piece from it will not match the old cloak. 
Likewise, no one pours new wine into old wineskins. 
Otherwise, the new wine will burst the skins, and it will be 
spilled, and the skins will be ruined. Rather, new wine 
must be poured into fresh wineskins. And no one who has 
been drinking old wine desires new, for he says, ‘The old is 
good. (Luke 5:33-39) 

The Person of Jesus Our Gospel scene today 
presents us with the scribes and Pharisees coming to our 
Lord and pointing to the contrast between the religious 
practice he allows and that inculcated by both John the 
Baptist and the scribes and Pharisees. They each taught 
their disciples to fast and pray whereas he, Jesus, allowed 
his disciples to “eat and drink.” They were setting our Lord 
within the context of the religion of the Old Testament 
(which, of course was valid) but behind this was the 
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assumption that he was nothing more than a teacher or 
prophet of the Old Testament. Indeed, what he was 
allowing would seem to be of a lower standard than its best 
traditions and expectations. Our Lord in reply alluded to 
the completely new phenomenon they had before them. He 
was the bridegroom and what had now begun was the 
wedding feast, and his disciples were the wedding guests 
rejoicing with the bridegroom. His reply fully alludes to 
the Old Testament and throws light on the true meaning 
and expectations of the Law, the Prophets and the Psalms. 
God was the Bridegroom or Husband and Israel his bride 
and the day would come when there would be a great 
banquet for his people and for all peoples. Our Lord was 
intimating that the prophecies of the Old Testament were 
being now fulfilled, and this fulfilment involved something 
altogether new. Its newness is illustrated in the analogies 
our Lord then uses. “ No one tears a piece from a new 
cloak to patch an old one. Otherwise, he will tear the new 
and the piece from it will not match the old cloak. 
Likewise, no one pours new wine into old wineskins. 
Otherwise, the new wine will burst the skins, and it will be 
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spilled, and the skins will be ruined. Rather, new wine 
must be poured into fresh wineskins ” (Luke 5:33-39). The 
religion now being revealed in him had its roots in that of 
the Old Testament, but transcended it as something new. 

In what was it so new? It was new in the Person of 
Jesus. The disciples rejoiced in the bridegroom. He is the 
object of their love and attention. He will be the object of 
their religion and this is what gives to the religion Jesus 
was now revealing and instilling its newness. No other 
prophet or teacher of the Old Testament pointed to himself 
as the object of religion, but Jesus does. He himself is the 
bridegroom and it is in him that the disciples were rejoicing 
and Jesus allowed them to do this. The day would come 
when he, the bridegroom, would be taken away from them 
and then they would have to deny themselves the things 
that could attract them and distract them from him. But 
now, they had him before them. Our Gospel passage is a 
reminder to the Christian and to all who turn their hearts 
and minds to the Person of Christ that he himself is the 
object of the heart of man in the plan of God. The religion 
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of the Old Testament inculcated love of Yahweh God with 
the whole of one’s heart, mind, soul and strength. Christ 
has come and he himself is now the object of this same 
undivided and total love. The one who sees Jesus, sees the 
Father. He is the image of the unseen God, and is the Way, 
the Truth and the Life. Moreover, everything is now new 
in the sense that grace upon grace is now offered. It 
transforms the heart of the one who is Christ’s disciple and 
enables him to love with a new heart. New wine would be 
poured into new wineskins. Let us then place ourselves in 
the company of Jesus as one of his disciples and let us do 
so with the joy our Lord here encourages. He is taken from 
us visibly, but he still lives with us. Taken from us visibly, 
we are to fast and pray so as to keep our hearts entirely 
given over to the bridegroom of our souls, and that 
bridegroom is Christ the Lord. He is preparing us for entry 
into the eternal wedding feast where every tear will be 
wiped away. 

Being a Christian means recognizing that in Christ is 
found every heavenly blessing. No one can attain access to 
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the Father except through him, even though he can and 
does work through his Spirit in ways beyond what he 
revealed as the normal. That normal and sure way is his 
Church. Christ is found in and through his Church and he 
is the object of the Church’s life and proclamation. Let us 
resolve never to be separated from the living risen Jesus 
and let us resolve to bear witness to him in our everyday 
life so that others too may find life in him. 

-- 
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Saturday of the Twenty-second Week of Ordinary Time 


Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 86 (85):3, 5 Have mercy on me, 
O Lord, for I cry to you all the day long. O Lord, you are 
good and forgiving, full of mercy to all who call to you. 

Collect God of might, giver of every good gift, put into 
our hearts the love of your name, so that, by deepening our 
sense of reverence, you may nurture in us what is good 
and, by your watchful care, keep safe what you have 
nurtured. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Colossians 1:21-23; Psalm 53: 

Luke 6:1-5 

One Sabbath Jesus was going through the cornfields, 
and his disciples began to pick some ears of corn, rub them 
in their hands and eat the grain. Some of the Pharisees 
asked, Why are you doing what is unlawful on the 
Sabbath? Jesus answered them, Have you never read what 
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David did when he and his companions were hungry? He 
entered the house of God, and taking the consecrated 
bread, he ate what is lawful only for priests to eat. And he 
also gave some to his companions. Then Jesus said to 
them, The Son of Man is Lord of the Sabbath. (Luke 6:1-5) 

The Lord Our Gospel passage is taken from St 
Luke, and our incident today is not the first time our Lord’s 
supreme authority is highlighted. At the beginning of his 
public ministry, our Lord is approached by the devil (Luke 
4:2). One temptation the devil attempts is the prospect of 
possessing supreme temporal authority. “ And the devil 
took him up and showed him all the kingdoms of the world 
in a moment of time” (4:5). Matthew adds (4:8) that this 
was on a “very high mountain”. It is not clear, but it seems 
to imply not just the current kingdoms, but past and future 
as well. If so, then presumably, our Lord saw the past 
kingdoms of Mesopotamia, Persia, Egypt, Greece, the 
current Empire of Rome and its satellite kingdoms, the 
future kingdoms of East and West, the Islamic empire, the 
rise of Europe, our own day, and the kingdoms that will 
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rise and fall in the future prior to his coming at the end. St 
Luke tells us that the devil promises to give him “ all this 
authority and their glory, for it has been given to me ” 
(Luke 4:6) — provided Jesus worships him. That was the 
deal offered. Satan would not have made such an offer had 
he not divined that in this Man before him there were the 
makings of the world’s supreme Lord. He was determined 
to get him on side, or failing that, to crush him. But of 
course, Satan totally miscalculated, for he had absolutely 
met his match. Jesus would be the Lord of all the 
kingdoms, but in a sense and through means beyond the 
devil’s understanding. The issue, though, was authority. 
When our Lord had risen from the dead, he told his 
disciples that “all authority in heaven and on earth has been 
given to me” (Matthew 28:17). 

The issue of Christ’s authority continued through his 
public ministry. We read in the same Gospel of Luke that 
“he went down to Capernaum, a town of Galilee ” — this 
geographical clarification that Capernaum was a town of 
Galilee suggests that Luke was writing for non-Jewish 


- 1927 - 



readers. “ And he was teaching them on the Sabbath; and 
they were astonished at his teaching, for his word was with 
authority ” (Luke 4:31-32). Then, after driving out a 
demon from a man in the Synagogue, “ all were amazed 
and said to one another, ‘What is this word? For with 
authority and power he commands the unclean spirits, and 
they come out’” (4:36). Simon Peter, seeing the catch of 
fish, addresses Jesus as “Lord”, and Jesus tells him he will 
be catching men — alluding to Christ’s universal lordship 
(5:8-10). All of this brings us to our Gospel today (Luke 
6:1-5), which concludes with our Lord’s claim to lordship 
even of the Sabbath. It is commonly known that the 
Pharisees made a tremendous contribution in setting the 
observance of the Sabbath at the forefront of the life of the 
people. The Sabbath was a distinctive feature of the 
Judaism of the time, and this was due in no small measure 
to the efforts of the Pharisees. But it got out of hand. They 
gradually made the law of the Sabbath a great burden by 
their complicated legislation and practices. Exaggeration 
was rife. I have read that some Rabbis held that even the 
tortures of Gehenna were suspended on the Sabbath, and 
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that if one were to keep two Sabbaths perfectly, one’s 
salvation was assured. So, within such a context and mind¬ 
set, one can understand the objection of the Pharisees that 
the disciples were violating the Sabbath in picking some 
ears of corn, rubbing them in their hands and eating the 
grain while passing through the cornfields. In other words, 
in effect by their action the disciples were harvesting crops 
on the Sabbath Day. 

Our Lord refuses to enter into such absurd casuist 
discussions, and after vindicating his position by reference 
to Scriptural precedents, makes the astounding claim that 
he is Lord even of the Sabbath. Let us contemplate this. 
No prophet nor any other personage would have dared to 
make such a statement, but Jesus Christ made it without the 
slightest hesitation. This is because He is the Lord of 
lords, the Messiah-king of kings, and in his hands lie all 
authority in heaven and on earth. Let us follow him to the 
end, then, basing our whole lives on his teaching. 

-- 
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Twenty-third Sunday of Ordinary Time 


Entrance Antiphon Ps 119 (118): 137, 124 Youarejust, 
O Lord, and your judgment is right; treat your servant in 
accord with your merciful love. 

Collect O God, by whom we are redeemed and receive 
adoption, look graciously upon your beloved sons and 
daughters, that those who believe in Christ may receive 
true freedom and an everlasting inheritance. Through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Wisdom 9:13-18b; Psalm 90:3-6, 12-17; 

Philemon 9-10, 12-17; Luke 14:25-33 

Great crowds were travelling with Jesus, and he 
turned and addressed them, “If anyone comes to me 
without hating his father and mother, wife and children, 
brothers and sisters, and even his own life, he cannot be 
my disciple. Whoever does not carry his own cross and 
come after me cannot be my disciple. Which of you 
wishing to construct a tower does not first sit down and 
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calculate the cost to see if there is enough for its 
completion? Otherwise, after laying the foundation and 
finding himself unable to finish the work the onlookers 
should laugh at him and say, ‘This one began to build but 
did not have the resources to finish. ’ Or what king 
marching into battle would not first sit down and decide 
whether with ten thousand troops he can successfully 
oppose another king advancing upon him with twenty 
thousand troops ? But if not, while he is still far away, he 
will send a delegation to ask for peace terms. In the same 
way, anyone of you who does not renounce all his 
possessions cannot be my disciple. ” (Luke 14:25-33) 

The cost The experience of the death of a loved 
one or an acquaintance is profoundly moving. The deep 
loss it entails can lead to bitterness or it can lead to a new 
and positive beginning. A new clarity as to the purpose of 
life can come to a person who sees before him the body of 
the one he has known and loved. If he is blessed with 
faith, he knows with conviction that all comes from God 
and that following death we return to God to be judged on 
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how we have used his gift of life to us. He thinks of the 
life of the one lying before him and of the course he took 
and of the choices he made, beginning perhaps in his 
youth. The course of our life is constituted by our choices 
and those choices are made each day. They are the bricks 
that are placed one after the other as the building that is our 
life and our self is erected. What kind of a building is it, 
now that the person’s life is over? Is it but dust and ashes, 
or, in some great and wonderful sense, has that person 
taken with him something that will endure for ever as 
pleasing in the sight of God? It all depends on the choices 
that were made, and our individual choices will be defined 
by our goals. If our goals are centred on this life only, our 
choices will be shaped accordingly. Where your treasure 
is, there will your heart lie — with its choices. If we have a 
vivid awareness that this life is short and that eternity is 
long, and that eternity will involve either heaven or hell, 
our choices will be shaped by that all-important 
consideration. Day by day one great and unavoidable 
event is ahead of us, and that is our death and the judgment 
of God. Following God’s judgment we shall be unendingly 
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happy or unendingly miserable. These great facts loom 
over the whole of life and at the centre of it all is the 
Person of Jesus. He stands at the centre of our life day by 
day and he holds out to us the key to happiness here on 
earth and forever hereafter. He has come to offer us the 
happiness God intends for us. We do not see him 
physically, but he abides in our midst in the life of the 
Church inviting us to follow him. By doing this we gain 
our true happiness here on earth and in heaven hereafter. 

We ought think much of the happiness Christ came to 
offer us. It is inextricably linked with him. Our true 
happiness is to be found in knowing and loving and 
following him. At the Last Supper our Lord said that 
eternal life consists in knowing the Father and Jesus Christ 
whom he sent. What, then, is the happiness he offers the 
one who knows him, loves him, follows him, lives in him 
and finally dies in him? Firstly, it is the happiness of living 
constantly in the grace of God and with a share in his 
divine life. Our Lord said to his disciples, my peace I leave 
to you — not the peace the world gives but my peace I give 
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you. In all the joys and sorrows of life, the Christian 
knows he has the greatest possession of all, one that no one 
can take from him. That possession is God. It is above all 
this which our Lord brings us, and with it there is given the 
happiness that union with God confers. In sickness or in 
health, in good times and in bad, in life and in death, living 
in union with Jesus brings the happiness of having God and 
knowing that we belong to him. Then secondly, the one 
who lives in Jesus has the joy of knowing that, provided he 
perseveres in following our Lord as his disciple in the life 
of the Church, heaven also awaits him. We ought often 
think of heaven. It is the prize that can spur us on to follow 
Christ closely. The thought of living forever with God in 
heaven can nourish a great desire to bear the cross of Christ 
with him each day, to accept the sufferings that are part and 
parcel of doing the will of God in our everyday life, and to 
die with Christ daily. Our Lord tells us that if we aspire to 
be his disciples and so enter into glory with him, we must 
carry our cross and come after him. He goes on to say that 
we must sit down and count the cost. “Which of you 
wishing to construct a tower does not first sit down and 
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calculate the cost to see if there is enough for its 
completion?” And again, “Or what king marching into 
battle would not first sit down and decide whether with ten 
thousand troops he can successfully oppose another king 
advancing upon him with twenty thousand troops?’’'' What 
is the cost? Our Lord is very clear: “7n the same way, 
anyone of you who does not renounce all his possessions 
cannot be my disciple ” (Luke 14:25-33). 

Renouncing all our possessions means giving our 
whole heart to Christ. It means striving to love him with 
all our strength and disentangling our heart from all that is 
not connected with him. We may and should love our 
work, our family and the interests God may have given us, 
but only inasmuch as they are in him, and according to his 
will. It is in him that our true happiness lies, and we shall 
only be truly happy if everything that makes up our life is 
connected with him. He is the love of the Christian, and 
love for Christ is to exceed any other love. Were any other 
love to claim our heart in place of Jesus — then that 
possession, as we might call it, is to be renounced. Christ 
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is the path to our true happiness both here and hereafter. 
Let us then resolve for love of Jesus to follow in his 
footsteps daily, taking up our cross and accompanying him. 
If we live in him we shall die in him, and if we die in him 
we shall reign forever in heaven with him. 

Further reading : The Catechism of the Catholic Church , 
no.1720-1724 (Christian happiness) 

-- 
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Monday of the Twenty-third Week of Ordinary Time 


Entrance Antiphon Ps 119 (118): 137, 124 Youarejust, 
O Lord, and your judgment is right; treat your servant in 
accord with your merciful love. 

Collect O God, by whom we are redeemed and receive 
adoption, look graciously upon your beloved sons and 
daughters, that those who believe in Christ may receive 
true freedom and an everlasting inheritance. Through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Colossians 1:24-2:3; Psalm 62:6-7, 9; 

Luke 6:6-11 

On a certain sabbath Jesus went into the synagogue 
and taught, and there was a man there whose right hand 
was withered. The scribes and the Pharisees watched him 
closely to see if he would cure on the sabbath so that they 
might discover a reason to accuse him. But he realized 
their intentions and said to the man with the withered 
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hand, “Come up and stand before us. ” And he rose and 
stood there. Then Jesus said to them, “I ask you, is it 
lawful to do good on the sabbath rather than to do evil, to 
save life rather than to destroy it?” Looking around at 
them all, he then said to him, “Stretch out your hand. ” He 
did so and his hand was restored. But they became 
enraged and discussed together what they might do to 
Jesus. (Luke 6:6-11) 

Hating the good There are many things that are 
a cause of wonder in our world. For instance, repeatedly 
we can find ourselves in situations which, for their beauty, 
almost take our breath away. It could be some spectacular 
natural scenery, or the sight of the universe with its 
countless galaxies, or the intriguing and beautiful animal 
and insect kingdom. Another feature of life and reality that 
can bring a sense of wonder is simply the discovery of the 
truth about something. Suddenly the answer to a problem 
dawns. The mystery of life envelopes a person at the death 
of an acquaintance or loved one or perhaps at the birth of a 
child, and after a period of profound meditative thought a 
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new and powerful realization of the meaning of life is 
attained. That is to say, just as beauty is a wonder, so too 
is the truth a cause of wonder. Another mystery which 
confronts us right and left during life is the fact of good 
and evil. Let us dwell on this. Why is it that there is not 
simply moral good everywhere? There is a profound 
cleavage between good and evil present in man and among 
men and throughout the world. There is the moral good 
and there is the bad. There is holiness and there is sin. 
There is Christ and there is that which deliberately refuses 
him. There is, ultimately, God and that which is against 
God. Our Gospel passage today gives us one of countless 
instances of these two great opposites present throughout 
the sacred Scriptures. Our Gospel scene places us in the 
synagogue where Jesus is teaching, and there was a man 
there “ whose right hand was withered. The scribes and the 
Pharisees watched him closely to see if he would cure on 
the Sabbath so that they might discover a reason to accuse 
him ” (Luke 6:6-11). Here we have a Person of striking 
supernatural power and goodness speaking constantly of 
God, and the leaders of this religious society wished to trap 
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and overcome him. Ultimately they desired that he be 
silenced and, if necessary, destroyed. Christ works his 
miracle before their very eyes, and this simply enrages 
them. The good is hated. 

The hard fact is that in the world where there is good, 
there is also dislike even hatred of the good. Where there 
is wheat growing, there are also the tares — to draw on one 
of Christ’s parables. The hatred of the scribes and 
Pharisees, who watched our Lord and who reacted hostilely 
to his healing of the man with the withered hand, reached 
its conclusion in the crucifixion of Jesus. Christ on the 
cross with the taunting leaders below him is the ultimate 
image of the opposition of these two forces, the good and 
the bad. The point in all of this is that we must make our 
choice. We cannot drift through life because if we do we 
shall find ourselves to a greater of lesser extent tolerating 
and collaborating consciously or unconsciously with the 
bad against the good. We shall find ourselves succumbing 
to great temptation in our private lives. We must make our 
choice and it has to be a matter of repeatedly choosing the 
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good as embodied in the Person of Christ, and repeatedly 
renouncing the bad as embodied in what the Church has 
called the world, the flesh and the devil. It has to involve a 
firm and deliberate choice. This choice is made especially 
when the invitation from Christ is heard in faith to join 
with him and then made formally at our baptism when we 
are placed in him by grace. At our baptism we are made 
members of him and we begin to share his life. We profess 
our faith in him and we renounce the devil and his 
temptations, the seductions of the world and the 
inclinations of our fallen nature. The scribes and Pharisees 
were in close physical proximity to Christ and, in him, to 
God. They observed One who was in fact Yahweh God 
acting among them, God the Son become man. They 
observed his powerful works of mercy. Yet they hated 
him. We must take our stand with Christ and, choosing to 
love him, we must bear witness to this love every day. 

Every day ought be lived in such a way that, were it to 
prove suddenly to be our last, we would be ready. That is 
to say, every day ought be lived such that Christ is our 
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choice and all that is opposed to him in whatever sense or 
in any detail, is rejected by us. Sin and evil are to be 
defined and described in reference to Christ and his 
teaching. We choose Christ and renounce all that is not in 
accord with his mind. Let this mind be in you that was in 
Christ Jesus, St Paul writes. Let us then belong to him — 
living in the world while belonging totally to him. 

-- 
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Tuesday of the Twenty-third Week of Ordinary Time 


Entrance Antiphon Ps 119 (118): 137, 124 You are just, 
O Lord, and your judgment is right; treat your servant in 
accord with your merciful love. 

Collect O God, by whom we are redeemed and receive 
adoption, look graciously upon your beloved sons and 
daughters, that those who believe in Christ may receive 
true freedom and an everlasting inheritance. Through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Colossians 2:6-15; Psalm 145: lb-2, 8-11; 

Luke 6:12-19 

Jesus departed to the mountain to pray, and he spent 
the night in prayer to God. When day came, he called his 
disciples to himself, and from them he chose Twelve, whom 
he also named Apostles: Simon, whom he named Peter, 
and his brother Andrew, James, John, Philip, 
Bartholomew, Matthew, Thomas, James the son of 
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Alphaeus, Simon who was called a Zealot, and Judas the 
son of James, and Judas Iscariot, who became a traitor. 
And he came down with them and stood on a stretch of 
level ground. A great crowd of his disciples and a large 
number of the people from all Judea and Jerusalem and the 
coastal region of Tyre and Sidon came to hear him and to 
be healed of their diseases; and even those who were 
tormented by unclean spirits were cured. Everyone in the 
crowd sought to touch him because power came forth from 
him and healed them all. (Luke 6:12-19) 

Kingdom and Church In our Gospel today we see 
our Lord taking concrete steps to lay the foundations for 
his Kingdom. He is appointing the Twelve, his 
fundamental and most important officers. When we think 
of the Twelve, we think of the Kingdom, which is to say 
God’s long-predicted rule or lordship. Jesus Christ was 
embarking on an immense undertaking, far more ambitious 
than that of any other rule in the history of the world. He 
was bringing God’s rule to the earth in the manner long 
foretold and intended by God. God would reign in the 
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hearts of those who chose to receive him in and from his 
Messiah. It was a Kingdom present here on earth, but 
enduring forever in eternity. His Kingdom would be 
victorious over all others, and its beginning, its locale, and 
its indispensable instrument was the Church which Christ 
would found on the visible rock which was Simon Peter as 
the head of the Twelve. Its purpose was to save mankind 
from sin and to bring all who accepted Christ to holiness in 
him. What this Kingdom offers is transformation in Christ, 
the opportunity to become a new creature, new with a share 
in his divine life. We who are baptized into his Church are 
members of this Kingdom, a Kingdom destined for glory. 
It is the Kingdom of God, the Kingdom in which God is 
Lord and in which all the blessings of heaven are found in 
Jesus. To possess Jesus, to belong to him, to live in him, to 
know and love him, to be baptized into him, to receive him 
in the Sacraments of the Church he founded, to live as 
members of his Church in the state of grace, all this is what 
plants us in the Kingdom of God. Of course, all this 
heavenly treasure is entrusted and administered by vessels 
of clay, the Twelve whom Christ appoints in our Gospel 
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passage today, and we are starkly reminded of this in the 
mention of Judas who would betray him. But these vessels 
of clay administer and bring to the world the pearl of great 
price which is the Person of Christ and the grace of being 
in him. 

Christ’s appointment of the Twelve reminds us not 
only of the Kingdom of God but of the Church which 
Christ founded on the Twelve. The Church is the bearer, 
the locale and the instrument of the Kingdom. The Church 
is Christ’s body. He is her head. The Church is nothing 
without him. The Church’s dogmatic teaching is Christ’s 
teaching and her sacraments are Christ’s actions. He is the 
living protagonist of the Church and he enlivens and 
sustains the Church through the action and grace of the 
Holy Spirit, who is the Spirit of Christ and the Spirit of 
God. The purpose of being a member of the Church is to 
come into profound contact with Christ, and by the grace 
of God to become like unto Christ in our mind, heart and 
soul. This grace that redeems and sanctifies the one who 
receives it is symbolized in our Gospel today by the 
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miracles Jesus worked. They are a sign of divine grace. “A 
great crowd of his disciples and a large number of the 
people from all Judea and Jerusalem and the coastal 
region of Tyre and Sidon came to hear him and to be 
healed of their diseases; and even those who were 
tormented by unclean spirits were cured. Everyone in the 
crowd sought to touch him because power came forth from 
him and healed them alF (Luke 6:12-19). St John in his 
Gospel called Christ’s miracles “signs” — they were 
“signs” of the action of grace which was poured out on the 
Church in the sending of the Holy Spirit, who remains with 
the Church to sanctify and evangelize. The Church’s 
mission, received from Christ, is to make mankind holy 
and to make saints of each of us. We ought love the 
Church as our mother, just as Christ loved the Church as 
his bride. He gave himself up for her and we her children 
have benefited from the merits of Christ that have come to 
us by means of her. To bring the Kingdom of God — 
which is to say, God’s lordship — to the men and women 
of our day means nothing other than bringing Christ to 
them, and Christ is found and offered in the Church. 
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Let us contemplate our Lord in our Gospel scene 
today laying the foundations of his Church and of the 
Kingdom of God which the Church would bring to men. 
He appoints the Twelve, and on this foundation he builds 
his Church. He himself abides with the Church till the end 
of the world when he will come again. Our calling as 
members of the Church is to be transformed into his 
likeness in mind and heart. Let us work on this greatest of 
projects every day of our lives. 

-- 
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Wednesday of the Twenty-third Week Ordinary Time 


Entrance Antiphon Ps 119 (118): 137, 124 Youarejust, 
O Lord, and your judgment is right; treat your servant in 
accord with your merciful love. 

Collect O God, by whom we are redeemed and receive 
adoption, look graciously upon your beloved sons and 
daughters, that those who believe in Christ may receive 
true freedom and an everlasting inheritance. Through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Colossians 3:1-11; Psalm 145:2-3, 10-13; 

Luke 6:20-26 

Raising his eyes toward his disciples Jesus said: 
“Blessed are you who are poor, for the Kingdom of God is 
yours. Blessed are you who are now hungry, for you will 
be satisfied. Blessed are you who are now weeping, for 
you will laugh. Blessed are you when people hate you, and 
when they exclude and insult you, and denounce your name 
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as evil on account of the Son of Man. Rejoice and leap for 
joy on that day! Behold, your reward will be great in 
heaven. For their ancestors treated the prophets in the 
same way. But woe to you who are rich, for you have 
received your consolation. But woe to you who are filled 
now, for you will be hungry. Woe to you who laugh now, 
for you will grieve and weep. Woe to you when all speak 
well of you, for their ancestors treated the false prophets in 
this way. ” (Luke 6:20-26) 

Happiness As a father gazes on his infant child he 
hopes that the child before him will be blessed during life. 
Good fortune and happiness is what man longs for and the 
only question is, wherein does this lie? A leading member 
of the Mafia will hope and expect that the child before him 
will grow to be a competent Mafia leader and find in the 
organization all the good things that life has to offer him. 
A father builds up a most impressive business that spans 
various localities and even countries, and hopes that his son 
will find his life work in carrying on and extending the 
family business. The question facing every person is, in 
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what will my life be blessed and fortunate? Wherein is true 
happiness to be found? It is natural to think of wealth and 
the acquisition of numerous possessions, freedom from 
sorrow and stress, the admiration and respect of society, 
achievements to one’s credit, health and in general the 
satisfaction of one’s legitimate desires and needs. But our 
Lord puts human happiness in terms starkly opposite to 
this. Our happiness does not lie simply in the things of this 
world. Blessed, he says, are those who are poor, hungry, 
and weeping. Blessed are those who are unpopular and 
indeed hated on account of him. Rejoice! Why? Because a 
great reward is being kept for you in heaven (Luke 
6:20-26). I suppose we could vaguely liken it to the 
present sufferings of a person who has been informed that 
in a little while an immense treasure will most certainly be 
his. He has won the jackpot. The difference is that the 
Christian who throws in his entire lot with Christ enjoys 
the jackpot already, and that “jackpot” is the Person of 
Christ. In Christ he has the pearl of great price, the 
treasure hidden in the field, and that present treasure is the 
living unseen Jesus. He possesses Jesus truly but in faith, 


- 1951 - 



whereas in heaven he will possess him in face-to-face 
sight. There in heaven his reward will be great beyond 
imagining because he chose an eternal treasure, and not a 
mere temporal one. 

Our Lord is saying that the happiness of man lies in 
God and in doing his will. Where is God, and how do we 
know his will? Speaking very concretely and in a way that 
enables us to point in a very precise direction, God is there 
in the Person of Jesus. That is to say, God is Jesus —just 
as God is the Father and God is the Holy Spirit. The 
fullness of the godhead is there in him whom you see 
before you, Jesus. He is that Person of whom the Church 
speaks in her teaching and proclamation, and of whom the 
Scriptures speak, especially the Gospels. God’s will is 
revealed in the words and teaching and example of Jesus 
because he is God. He who sees me sees the Father , Jesus 
said. God is Jesus just as truly as God is the Father and 
God is the Holy Spirit. The one and only God is each of 
the three divine and distinct Persons, and each is the one 
and only God. The one God is the Father, and the same 
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one God is the Son, and the same one and only God is the 
Holy Spirit. In proclaiming the nature of true human 
happiness, Jesus our Lord is speaking from the depths of 
his own divine happiness. His happiness is found in the 
Father and not in the things of this world. This world is a 
window and a means to God, and all happiness coming 
from this world takes us, or should take us, to the 
happiness we are called to enjoy in God. Christ’s constant 
and profound happiness and joy had God his Father as its 
source, and this is his message about human happiness. He 
is inviting us to find our happiness in the same source as 
he. The beatitudes of our Gospel today not only point to 
God as the source of man’s happiness, but they point to the 
happiness continually experienced by Jesus and they invite 
us to share in his happiness by seeking what he sought. 
God his Father was his life, and that was the source of his 
happiness. He invites us to enter into union with him and 
so share in his happiness. The beatitudes are Christ’s 
description of man’s true happiness and they are a 
revelation of his own inner life. 
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Let us not misjudge human happiness, for many do. 
They spend their lives seeking it where it will not be found. 
Christ and his way are the path to happiness, and the 
beatitudes of our Gospel today are the Lord’s description 
of this way. Let us embark on this way every day. It will 
take us to the happiness for which our heart yearns. 

-- 
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Thursday of the Twenty-third Week of Ordinary Time 


Entrance Antiphon Ps 119 (118): 137, 124 Youarejust, 
O Lord, and your judgment is right; treat your servant in 
accord with your merciful love. 

Collect O God, by whom we are redeemed and receive 
adoption, look graciously upon your beloved sons and 
daughters, that those who believe in Christ may receive 
true freedom and an everlasting inheritance. Through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Colossians 3:12-17; Psalm 150: lb-6; 

Luke 6:27-38 

Jesus said to his disciples: “To you who hear I say, 
love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, bless 
those who curse you, pray for those who mistreat you. To 
the person who strikes you on one cheek, offer the other 
one as well, and from the person who takes your cloak, do 
not withhold even your tunic. Give to everyone who asks of 
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you, and from the one who takes what is yours do not 
demand it back. Do to others as you would have them do 
to you. For if you love those who love you, what credit is 
that to you ? Even sinners love those who love them. And if 
you do good to those who do good to you, what credit is 
that to you? Even sinners do the same. If you lend money 
to those from whom you expect repayment, what credit is 
that to you ? Even sinners lend to sinners, and get back the 
same amount. But rather, love your enemies and do good 
to them, and lend expecting nothing back; then your 
reward will be great and you will be children of the Most 
High, for he himself is kind to the ungrateful and the 
wicked. Be merciful, just as also your Father is merciful. 
“Stop judging and you will not be judged. Stop 
condemning and you will not be condemned. Forgive and 
you will be forgiven. Give and gifts will be given to you; a 
good measure, packed together, shaken down, and 
overflowing, will be poured into your lap. For the measure 
with which you measure will in return be measured out to 
you. ” (Luke 6:27-38) 


- 1956 - 



Transformation in Christ It is the most natural 
thing in the world to feel slighted and wounded at the hurts 
that come from this or that inconsiderate or thoughtless 
person. The memory of some hurts can remain for the 
whole of life, and together with those hurts resentment, 
anger and hate. I have heard of the sad tragedy of persons 
reaching old age and then declining into severe dementia. 
What makes this condition particularly sad in some cases is 
that the person can then be locked in with numerous 
unresolved and unforgiven memories that become the only 
images that fill their failing minds. They progressively 
lose contact with the present and all they have are various 
debilitating memories of the past. What a pity that, by 
then, love has not overcome hate in those memories, for 
those memories become a world of constant suffering to 
them! Even ordinary reflection and common sense 
indicates that anger towards one’s enemies, a desire of 
revenge towards those who inflict hurt, will not bring 
happiness. We are made to love, and it is love that brings 
happiness. But there is so much in life that makes it 
difficult to love and even, from a natural point of view, 
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almost impossible. Yet our Lord’s words in today’s 
Gospel are very explicit. We are to love those who injure 
us (i.e., our “enemies”) and we are to do good to them. We 
are not to judge nor condemn. We are to forgive and we 
are to be merciful and forgiving (Luke 6:27-38). As our 
Lord says elsewhere, we are to do all this without end — 
not just seven times a day but “seventy seven times”. In 
other words, love is to fill our mind, our heart and our 
whole life. What we are speaking of here is a root and 
branch transformation of the mind and heart of the human 
person so that love flourishes in his entire being. Now the 
question is, how is this ever to happen? 

At his baptism the Christian is placed in the Person of 
Christ. Christ envelops him and Christ embeds the Spirit 
of God into the depths of his soul. A new life begins there, 
and that life is a share in the life of Christ. God’s plan is to 
gradually transform us into the likeness of Christ by the 
power of the Holy Spirit. That wondrous transformation 
will involve replacing indifference, resentment and hatred 
with love. Transformation into Christ is the goal of God’s 
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work in our souls, and it is the overriding project of life. It 
is the one thing necessary. When the moment comes for us 
to pass from this world to the next, the great work of life 
will have to have been completed. That work is, by the 
powerful grace of Christ, to have been made like him in 
our mind, heart and soul. St Paul writes in one of his 
Letters, let this mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus. As 
our body lies in its coffin, the question will be, have we 
been thus transformed? The one and only chance we shall 
ever have to attain this for all eternity will have gone. Will 
my transformation into the likeness of Christ and into a 
deep union with his living Person have been attained? If 
not, I go into eternity without him, and indeed separated 
from him. This transformation intended by God is to be 
utterly genuine and not just imputed to me. God will not 
just accept me in view of the merits of his Son, in view of 
the atonement he made on my behalf. No, God wishes to 
see me actually good and holy in my inmost being, due to 
the work and merits of his Son. He intends me, by the 
power of his grace, to have driven out sin from my heart 
and to have become like unto his Son in very truth. He 
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wants to see in me another Christ such that I am genuinely 
loving those who injure me, forgiving those who have 
caused me harm, giving as Christ would give. This 
involves constant renunciation for love for Jesus, and 
constantly cooperating with his grace to make it possible. 
This grace comes through the Sacraments of the Church, 
through daily prayer, and through listening to and reading 
and then applying the word of God to my daily life. 

Let us take our Lord’s words in today’s Gospel to 
heart and understand clearly that they require a new mind 
and a new heart. They require and they nourish holiness, a 
holiness that is genuine and of the heart. This 
transformation into the Person of Christ is only possible 
through daily renunciation and a very deliberate following 
of Christ in my everyday life, and taking all means possible 
to receive regularly the all-powerful grace of Christ. Christ 
in me, my hope of glory! 

-- 
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Friday of the Twenty-third Week of Ordinary Time 


Entrance Antiphon Ps 119 (118): 137, 124 You are just, 
O Lord, and your judgment is right; treat your servant in 
accord with your merciful love. 

Collect O God, by whom we are redeemed and receive 
adoption, look graciously upon your beloved sons and 
daughters, that those who believe in Christ may receive 
true freedom and an everlasting inheritance. Through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 1 Timothy 1: 1-2.12-14; Psalm 15; 

Luke 6:39-42 

Jesus also told the people this parable: Can a blind 
man lead a blind man? Will they not both fall into a pit? 
A student is not above his teacher, but everyone who is 
fully trained will be like his teacher. Why do you look at 
the speck of sawdust in your brother's eye and pay no 
attention to the plank in your own eye? How can you say 
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to your brother, 'Brother, let me take the speck out of your 
eye,' when you yourself fail to see the plank in your own 
eye? You hypocrite, first take the plank out of your eye, 
and then you will see clearly to remove the speck from your 
brother's eye. (Luke 6:39-42) 

Blindness In our Gospel today, Christ refers to 
blindness. The most serious blindness is that which affects 
the heart. I was once listening to a talk-back radio 
conversation while driving in the car, and the host said that, 
looking back on the two World Wars of the twentieth 
century, he did not think there would be another world war 
because the great powers would not dare risk it. Well, let 
us remember that the First World War was triggered by a 
seemingly minor event: a single assassination. Like a line 
of powder that has been lit, one by one those in the drama 
were sucked into the racing flame which then exploded in 
the world-wide conflagration. There never seems to be an 
end to wars, be they local, regional or international. But 
where do they start? I mentioned the beginning of the First 
World War — it started with an Archduke being shot in his 
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carriage by a bystander. And where did that begin? It 
began in the mind and heart of the assassin. The 
fundamental problem of the world is the heart of man. It 
can become culpably blind. Blessed John Henry Newman 
published his Apologia in 1864. A particularly poignant 
page of the work was his description of the spectacle of the 
world. It was, he wrote — using the words of the prophet 
Jeremiah — a sight of woe upon woe, such that were it not 
for the sure witness to a personal God given by the dictate 
of his conscience, he would be a pantheist, or an atheist, or 
an agnostic. But as already asked, wherein is to be found 
the cause of all this woe? Divine revelation has informed 
us that death and all that leads to it has its origin in an 
original sin of man. That original sin began in the heart of 
the first human couple, and, deliberately committed, it 
made them culpably blind. 

Consider the origin of it. We read that “the serpent 
said to the woman, ‘You certainly will not die! God knows 
well that the moment you eat of it your eyes will be opened 
and you will be like gods'” (Genesis 3:4). This proposition 
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the woman accepted in her heart, and the deed was then 
done. She knowingly wished to be independent of the One 
on whom she completely depended. “The woman saw that 
the tree was good for food, pleasing to the eyes, and 
desirable for gaining wisdom ” (3:6) — thus she would be 
“like gods, who know what is good and what is bad ” (3:5). 
The man then joined her in the rebellion. They would 
decide for themselves “ what is good and what is bad.'” 
They, of themselves, would possess all “wisdom.” This 
action, born of the thoughts of the heart, affected the world 
catastrophically and brought doom upon doom. The point 
here, though, is that the course of the world and of each 
human life with all its suffering, its joys, its grandeur, its 
accomplishments, its tragedies, its wars and its sin, is 
profoundly affected by the thoughts of the human heart. It 
is the human heart that constitutes the true battle ground, 
or, to borrow a notorious word from Islam, the true Jihad. 
The heart is the battle-ground for light, the arena of 
struggle against the encroachments of darkness. All of this 
brings us to our Gospel passage today (Luke 6:39-42), in 
which our Lord asks, “ Can a blind man lead a blind man? 
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Will they not both fall into a pit?” We are reminded of 
moral and spiritual blindness brought on by deliberate sin. 
Those who see clearly are the saints, while those who, 
enmeshed in sin, think they see, are blind. How tragic to 
be led by them into sin and therefore into blindness. 

This is why Christ is so necessary for man. He is the 
light that shines in the darkness: “ Whatever came to be in 
him, found life, life for the light of men. The light shines in 
darkness, a darkness that did not overcome if (John 1:4- 
5). Our Lord is absolutely clear on the matter: “7 am the 
light of the world. He who follows me will not walk in the 
darkness. He shall possess the light of life” (John 8:12). 
We shall not be blind if we take Christ for our Light. Let 
us do this, then, and bring to the world him who is the 
Light. 

-- 
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Saturday of the Twenty-third Week of Ordinary Time 


Entrance Antiphon Ps 119 (118): 137, 124 You are just, O 
Lord, and your judgment is right; treat your servant in 
accord with your merciful love. 

Collect O God, by whom we are redeemed and receive 
adoption, look graciously upon your beloved sons and 
daughters, that those who believe in Christ may receive 
true freedom and an everlasting inheritance. Through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 1 Timothy 1:15-17; Psalm 112; 

Luke 6:43-49 

Jesus said, No good tree bears bad fruit, nor does a 
bad tree bear good fruit. Each tree is recognised by its 
own fruit. People do not pick figs from thorn-bushes, or 
grapes from briers. The good man brings good things out 
of the good stored up in his heart, and the evil man brings 
evil things out of the evil stored up in his heart. For out of 
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the overflow of his heart his mouth speaks. Why do you 
call me, ‘Lord, Lord, ’ and do not do what I say? I will 
show you what he is like who comes to me and hears my 
words and puts them into practice. He is like a man 
building a house, who dug down deep and laid the 
foundation on rock. When the flood came, the torrent 
struck that house but could not shake it, because it was 
well built. But the one who hears my words and does not 
put them into practice is like a man who built a house on 
the ground without a foundation. The moment the torrent 
struck that house, it collapsed and its destruction was 
complete. (Luke 6: 43-49) 

The heart of man In human discourse, there is 
commonly a distinction made between “good” and “bad,” 
between a good and a bad state of things. One might have 
a good or a bad car: a good car is one that functions very 
well, looks pleasing, and serves the purpose for which it 
was made. One’s apple tree may be a good one according 
as it produces good fruit. One’s physical health can be 
good or bad. The physical state of one’s heart, lungs, 
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blood pressure or whatever, can be good or bad. While 
being “good” means, very broadly, that something is 
“desirable”, there are, of course, different senses in which 
something is “desirable”, and therefore is “good” or “bad”. 
Alternatively, it could mean that something is in accord 
with the moral law. A person could fire a gun and it may 
be a very “good” shot in the sense that it is effective, but it 
may be, morally, a very “bad” action. This is because it 
may have been fired at someone with the intent to injure 
him. A person who is very “good” at his job, and in very 
“good” health, could be engaged in many (morally) “bad” 
actions, and be a “bad” person as a result. In our Gospel 
today (Luke 6:43-49) our Lord himself uses the word 
“good” and “bad” in these different everyday senses. He 
begins with an image from ordinary life: “ Jesus said, No 
good tree bears bad fruit, nor does a bad tree bear good 
fruit. Each tree is recognised by its own fruit. People do 
not pick figs from thorn-bushes, or grapes from briers .” 
He uses this as an analogy to show how human action will 
flow from, will be the result of, and will be coloured by, its 
source — and that source is the “heart” of man. Well then, 
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let us dwell briefly on what our Lord says of the human 
“heart.” 

“The good man brings good things out of the good 
stored up in his heart, and the evil man brings evil things 
out of the evil stored up in his heart. For out of the 
overflow of his heart his mouth speaks .” I said that our 
Lord uses as an analogy the image of the good tree that 
bears good fruit. The fruit of the tree is like the action of a 
man flowing from his heart. The analogy helps to show 
that what a man does is the result of a source, the source 
being his heart. But of course, the “heart” in this context is 
itself an analogy. Just as we might say that the physical 
heart is the central element of the body on which physical 
life and functioning depend (although it is not the only such 
element), so there is a central element in man on which the 
moral character of his actions depend. This is his very 
core. We are referring here to his fundamental self which 
contemplates his action and freely determines his practical 
course, whether it be in thought, word or deed. Man is one 
who can consider his options and choose among actions 
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that are in themselves morally good or bad. According as 
he intends and then acts, he renders himself morally good 
or bad. The critical element is his intent, and he acquires 
by his intent a good or a bad “heart” — his very self thus 
becomes morally good or bad. It is this feature of the 
human person which is so great a marvel. The core self of 
a person can be very good or very bad, or partially good 
and partially bad — and this will be his responsibility. The 
awesome feature of this is that we are talking not of a mere 
several years, but of an eternity. Once death has come, a 
person’s state and course is set forever. The 
overwhelmingly important thing in life is to gain a “heart” 
stored up with good, to use our Lord’s expression. 

The question is, how to do it? There is a simple 
answer, and our Lord gives it to us in today’s Gospel: “/ 
will show you what he is like who comes to me and hears 
my words and puts them into practice. He is like a man 
building a house, who dug down deep and laid the 
foundation on rockr We must hear the word of God as it 
comes from Jesus Christ, proclaimed and taught by his 
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Church, and then choose to live it out in practical action. 
For this we are not left on our own, for we have the gift 
and grace of the Holy Spirit. This must be our abiding 
intent. Thus will our heart become filled with goodness. 
Let us do this, then! 


Vb»©«dv 
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Twenty-fourth Sunday of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Sir 36: 18 Give peace, O Lord, to 
those who wait for you, that your prophets be found true. 
Hear the prayers of your servant, and of your people Israel. 

Collect Look upon us, O God, Creator and ruler of all 
things, and, that we may feel the working of your mercy, 
grant that we may serve you with all our heart. Through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with 
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. 

Scripture today : Exodus 32:7-11, 13-14; Psalm 51:3-4, 
12-13, 17, 19; 1 Timothy 1:12-17; Luke 15:1-32 

Tax collectors and sinners were all drawing near to 
listen to Jesus, but the Pharisees and scribes began to 
complain, saying, ‘'This man welcomes sinners and eats 
with them. ” So to them he addressed this parable. “What 
man among you having a hundred sheep and losing one of 
them would not leave the ninety-nine in the desert and go 
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after the lost one until he finds it? And when he does find it, 
he sets it on his shoulders with great joy and, upon his 
arrival home, he calls together his friends and neighbours 
and says to them, ‘Rejoice with me because I have found 
my lost sheep. ’ I tell you, in just the same way there will be 
more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over 
ninety-nine righteous people who have no need of 
repentance. “Or what woman having ten coins and losing 
one would not light a lamp and sweep the house, searching 
carefully until she finds it? And when she does find it, she 
calls together her friends and neighbours and says to them, 

‘Rejoice with me because I have found the coin that I lost. ’ 
In just the same way, I tell you, there will be rejoicing 
among the angels of God over one sinner who repents. ” 
Then he said, “A man had two sons, and the younger son 
said to his father, ‘Father give me the share of your estate 
that should come to me. ’ So the father divided the property 
between them. After a few days, the younger son collected 
all his belongings and set off to a distant country where he 
squandered his inheritance on a life of dissipation. When 
he had freely spent everything, a severe famine struck that 
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country, and he found himself in dire need. So he hired 
himself out to one of the local citizens who sent him to his 
farm to tend the swine. And he longed to eat his fill of the 
pods on which the swine fed, but nobody gave him any. 
Coming to his senses he thought, ‘How many of my father’s 
hired workers have more than enough food to eat, but here 
am I, dying from hunger. I shall get up and go to my father 
and I shall say to him, “Father, I have sinned against 
heaven and against you. I no longer deserve to be called 
your son; treat me as you would treat one of your hired 
workers. ” ’ So he got up and went back to his father. Wh ile 
he was still a long way off, his father caught sight of him, 
and was filled with compassion. He ran to his son, 
embraced him and kissed him. His son said to him, 
‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you; I 
no longer deserve to be called your son. ’ But his father 
ordered his servants, ‘Quickly bring the finest robe and put 
it on him; put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. 
Take the fattened calf and slaughter it. Then let us 
celebrate with a feast, because this son of mine was dead, 
and has come to life again; he was lost, and has been 
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found. ’ Then the celebration began. Now the older son had 
been out in the field and, on his way back, as he neared the 
house, he heard the sound of music and dancing. He 
called one of the servants and asked what this might mean. 
The servant said to him, ‘Your brother has returned and 
your father has slaughtered the fattened calf because he 
has him back safe and sound. ’ He became angry, and when 
he refused to enter the house, his father came out and 
pleaded with him. He said to his father in reply, ‘Look, all 
these years I served you and not once did I disobey your 
orders; yet you never gave me even a young goat to feast 
on with my friends. But when your son returns, who 
swallowed up your property with prostitutes, for him you 
slaughter the fattened calf. ’ He said to him, ‘My son, you 
are here with me always; everything I have is yours. But 
now we must celebrate and rejoice, because your brother 
was dead and has come to life again; he was lost and has 
been found. (Luke 15:1-32) 

Christ The classical Latin author Lucretius bears 
angry testimony to one recurring feature of religion in the 
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history of man. It is that religion so very often tends to be 
very fearful. Lucretius hated religion because it made 
people fearful. They feared the gods and higher powers 
and were at constant pains to placate them. This they did 
by means, for instance, of various ceremonies and 
sacrifices. This is not the whole story of religion by any 
means, but it is certainly an important part of the picture. 
Why is the religious person of history so often fearful and 
anxious? One reason is because he has the feeling that in 
his actions he has not done what is pleasing to the powers 
above. His guilty conscience includes the sense that he has 
irritated them. Now, this guilty conscience is not a bad 
thing — indeed if it can be combined with common sense 
and a balanced religious teaching it is a very good thing. It 
brings a person to an acknowledgment of God as he 
understands him to be. The sense of sin is undoubtedly one 
of the foundations of the religious sense and it has been a 
terrible setback for modern Western man that for a variety 
of reasons he is weak in his sense of sin. Characteristically 
he lacks religious fear because he is sceptical of or 
indifferent to God, and this is because he does not see or 
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sense him empirically. It is true that there are widespread 
spiritual movements in contemporary societies. But in 
relation to the all-holy God of revelation who demands 
holiness of us, Western man tends to be agnostic and 
secular. As a result, his religious conscience is dormant, 
even though his social conscience may be quite alive. He 
accepts the ethical demands of his social environment but 
not the far more critical obligations coming from the God 
on whom he constantly depends. The classic fear of the 
gods and of their displeasure at man’s deeds has been lost 
because God is presumed to be but a phantom, or at least 
able to be safely ignored. God is dead or is entirely beyond 
us. What is the answer to this modern religious 
deficiency? The answer has to lie in a recovery of the most 
basic religious truths, that God exists, that while he 
transcends us he is also very near and watching all, and that 
he is our Judge. Especially important is the recovery of a 
sense that he is our Judge. 

All this is to say that the man with a lively sense of 
God and of his own condition typically has a sense of guilt, 


- 1977 - 



and this brings with it a religious fear. Lucretius was right 
as to the fact that while natural man is drawn to God, he 
characteristically approaches Him with servile fear. 
Putting it differently, man senses God to be the Holy One 
who is “ tremendum et fascinans ” — awesome, fearsome, 
fascinating (R. Otto). But now, what do we see in our 
Gospel text today? The all-holy Son of God made man is 
standing in the midst of sinners who sought to be near him. 
We read that the “tax collectors and sinners were all 
drawing near to listen to Jesus ” (Luke 15:1-32). There is 
little servile fear. So greatly did this seeming anomaly 
strike the scribes and Pharisees, that we read that they 
immediately began to complain, saying, “This man 
welcomes sinners and eats with them.” God was all-holy 
and so by definition he could not tolerate the presence of 
sin. Yet here in what Jesus was doing, so the Pharisees 
thought, holiness was being compromised and sin as 
present in sinners was being accepted. How could Jesus be 
regarded as a prophet of the Holy One who required that 
we be holy for he is holy? So it seemed to them. So Christ 
proceeded to show why it is that God had come to dwell 
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among sinful men. It was because of his love for them. He 
is like the shepherd who leaves the ninety-nine sheep who 
are safe and goes after the stray till he finds it. He is like 
the woman who leaves the coins she has and searches 
diligently till she finds the one that has been lost. Most 
especially he is like the merciful father who showered his 
wayward son with such munificence and now welcomes 
his son back after his years of miserable irresponsibility. 
All this is to say that God is the Holy One indeed, but it is a 
holiness that is infinitely loving. God is love. His love is a 
holy love, and his holiness is a loving holiness. In a word, 
God is our Father. His hatred of sin is shown in his 
seeking out sinners in order to redeem them from their sin. 
His holiness was shown in the love that shone forth in his 
agony on the cross. The Holy God is our Father. The 
surprise of divine revelation is that God is love. Sinful man 
as exemplified in the publicans and sinners of our Gospel 
passage today draw near to our Lord to hear the word of 
God, and they know they are loved. They are like the 
prodigal son of our Lord’s parable in which the father is 
shown to be all good and at the same time all loving. 
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The long and the short of all this is that the all-holy 
God has revealed to us that he is first and foremost the 
Father. He is the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, and 
because of the grace of Christ we now can call God our 
Father. Jesus is his image and perfect revelation. He who 
sees me, sees the Father , our Lord said. We who are 
sinners can draw near to him with confidence. Let us every 
day place ourselves in the presence of Jesus and ask him to 
help us to know him, to love him and to follow him, and to 
be purged of our sins and transformed into his likeness. He 
wants to make us holy with a holiness that is like his 
holiness, loving. Let us strive to know the love of Christ 
and make it the basis of our life. 

Further reading : The Catechism of the Catholic Church, 
no.2777-2785 (We dare to approach in confidence to say: 
Our Father) 

-- 
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Monday of the Twenty-fourth Week of Ordinary Time 


Entrance Antiphon Cf. Sir 36: 18 Give peace, O Lord, to 
those who wait for you, that your prophets be found true. 
Hear the prayers of your servant, and of your people Israel. 

Collect Look upon us, O God, Creator and ruler of all 
things, and, that we may feel the working of your mercy, 
grant that we may serve you with all our heart. Through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with 
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. 

Scripture today : 1 Timothy 2:1-8; Psalm 28:2, 7, 8-9; 

Luke 7:1-10 

When Jesus had finished all his words to the people, 
he entered Capernaum. A centurion there had a slave who 
was ill and about to die, and he was valuable to him. 
When he heard about Jesus, he sent elders of the Jews to 
him, asking him to come and save the life of his slave. 
They approached Jesus and strongly urged him to come, 
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saying, “He deserves to have you do this for him, for he 
loves our nation and he built the synagogue for us. ” And 
Jesus went with them, but when he was only a short 
distance from the house, the centurion sent friends to tell 
him, “Lord, do not trouble yourself, for I am not worthy to 
have you enter under my roof. Therefore, I did not 
consider myself worthy to come to you; but say the word 
and let my servant be healed. For I too am a person 
subject to authority, with soldiers subject to me. And I say 
to one, Go, and he goes; and to another, Come here, and 
he comes; and to my slave, Do this, and he does it. ” When 
Jesus heard this he was amazed at him and, turning, said 
to the crowd following him, “I tell you, not even in Israel 
have I found such faith. ” When the messengers returned to 
the house, they found the slave in good health. (Luke 
7:1-10) 

Faith Faith is not a virtue held in much esteem in 
secular society. Intelligence, general ability, various other 
aptitudes are regarded highly, but scarcely faith. Indeed, if 
anything faith is regarded as a weak man’s virtue. The 
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important thing is making up one’s own mind and, rather 
than trusting in another, having the resources to stand on 
one’s own feet and act with personal decision. Yet once 
again our Gospel scene shows us how much store our Lord 
put on faith. At the end of our scene in which the centurion 
sends his message to Jesus, we are told that “When Jesus 
heard this he was amazed at him and, turning, said to the 
crowd following him, 7 tell you, not even in Israel have I 
found such faith. ’ When the messengers returned to the 
house, they found the slave in good health ” (Luke 7:1-10). 
Our Lord was “amazed”, and the centurion was held up in 
honour by him before those who were with our Lord at this 
moment. In his public ministry Christ was forever seeking 
faith, faith in his person and faith in his word. Some of his 
greatest revelations were met with unbelief. We remember 
the great occasion in the synagogue at Capernaum when he 
revealed perhaps the most personal of all his intentions: the 
gift of the holy Eucharist. He would offer his body and his 
blood to be eaten and drunk, and this would give life, 
eternal life, to all who partook of it. We can scarcely 
imagine the emotion our Lord felt at revealing this and in 
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speaking of it! Was there anything more personal? To 
make it abundantly clear that he meant exactly what he 
said, he did not explain that he would do this 
sacramentally. Perhaps he foresaw that if he included this 
in his teaching at this point, people might have taken his 
words as metaphorical. The bread and the wine would 
have been regarded as signs of his body and blood and 
nothing more. And what was the result of his revelation? It 
seems to have been something like a mass exodus: many of 
his disciples walked with him no more and returned to their 
homes. They lacked, indeed they refused, faith. 

Faith is the foundation and without it, as we see in the 
Gospels, no progress can be made in responding to the 
initiatives of God and his word. No progress can be made 
in entering into union with God’s Envoy, Jesus Christ our 
Redeemer and our God. It all depends on faith. Time and 
again in the Gospels we see that this all-important faith is 
possible to anyone, provided his heart is right. Our 
centurion is a manifest example of this. He was not of the 
chosen people, yet his goodness of heart led him to be 
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generous to them. He had a good heart. On another 
occasion our Lord warned the leaders who refused him 
belief that the first would be last and the last would be first. 
Here we have an example of the last being first. Our Lord 
said that people would come from the north and the south, 
from the east and the west to take their places in the 
kingdom of God. He was pointing to the universal Church 
to come, founded on Peter and the Apostles. Here in the 
centurion we have a pointer to the faith that would spring 
from the hearts of the Gentiles, a faith that would draw 
peoples from the four comers of the earth to a recognition 
and acceptance of Christ. A similar instance is recorded in 
the Gospel of St John when our Lord stops by the well in 
the land of Samaria. He reveals himself to the Samaritan 
woman who is there drawing water: I who speak to you am 
he, the Messiah. She is not, we might even say, one of the 
chosen people. She is a heretic, a Samaritan. But she 
believes and brings the village to him, and the village in 
turn believes and accepts him as the Saviour of the world. 
The example of the centurion and our Lord’s high praise of 
him reminds us of how very fundamental is our gift of 
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faith. We need not have been granted this gift. It came to 
us at our baptism as a gift of the Holy Spirit. How we 
ought cherish this gift! How we ought live by it and never 
allow within ourselves any tendency to withhold assent to 
any teaching of the Church, uttered and proclaimed in the 
name of Christ. 

Let us so live by faith, let us so assent to each and 
every Christian dogma and doctrine taught by the Church 
as to please Christ and God our Father. All depends on the 
foundation that is our faith. Let us not allow anything to 
undermine that foundation. Let us go to Mary and ask her 
to help us with her prayers for she is the one who believed 
utterly, never failing in her faith. 

-- 
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Tuesday of the Twenty-fourth Week of Ordinary Time 


Entrance Antiphon Cf. Sir 36: 18 Give peace, O Lord, to 
those who wait for you, that your prophets be found true. 
Hear the prayers of your servant, and of your people Israel. 

Collect Look upon us, O God, Creator and ruler of all 
things, and, that we may feel the working of your mercy, 
grant that we may serve you with all our heart. Through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with 
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. 

Scripture today : 1 Timothy 3:1-13; Psalm 101:lb-2, 5, 6; 

Luke 7:11-17 

Jesus journeyed to a city called Nain, and his 
disciples and a large crowd accompanied him. As he drew 
near to the gate of the city, a man who had died was being 
carried out, the only son of his mother, and she was a 
widow. A large crowd from the city was with her. When 
the Lord saw her, he was moved with pity for her and said 
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to her, “Do not weep. ” He stepped forward and touched 
the coffin; at this the bearers halted, and he said, “Young 
man, I tell you, arise! ” The dead man sat up and began to 
speak, and Jesus gave him to his mother. Fear seized them 
all, and they glorified God, exclaiming, “A great prophet 
has arisen in our midst, ” and “God has visited his 
people. ” This report about him spread through the whole 
of Judea and in all the surrounding region. (Luke 7:11-17) 

Suffering As we think of the event in this Gospel 
passage, let us ask, has there been its equal in the history of 
the world? I do not mean that no one has ever raised 
anyone from the dead. We read in the Old Testament how 
the great prophet Elisha raised someone from the dead, and 
Peter does so too in the Acts of the Apostles. But neither 
of these did so with such immediacy and so effortlessly as 
does Jesus in our scene today. He comes upon a funeral 
procession leaving the town of Nain, and when he sees the 
poor widow accompanying the body of her son, he steps 
forward and at a word raises the young man immediately to 
life (Luke 7:11-17). The divine power of Christ! But the 
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further question is, what does this almighty and astonishing 
power manifest ? It manifests a profound and spontaneous 
compassion which led to the exercise of this power. 
Christ’s powerful works show forth his sacred heart. His 
heart is revealed as being profoundly compassionate in the 
face of suffering man. Long before, Yahweh God, the God 
of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob had appeared to Moses in the 
Burning Bush and had said that he was aware of the 
sufferings of his people. He had compassion for them and 
was now sending them a liberator. By the power of 
Yahweh, Moses would lead his people out of their 
oppression into the promised land. In this great liberating 
act the power of Yahweh would manifest his compassion, 
and reveal that he is a God rich in mercy. This is the 
unfolding theme of revealed religion. God is almighty and 
is only one in being: “Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God is 
one.'” The power that he displays and exercises reveals that 
the heart of the one and only God is a heart of love and 
mercy. The greatest act of the heart of God is to have sent 
his divine Son and now he, God the Son made man, dwells 
with men. In showing forth the power of God he reveals his 
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compassion and mercy. The sacred heart of Jesus is the 
special revelation of the Gospels. 

Christ gave back to the widow of Nain what she had 
lost. But what of all the other suffering widows in the land 
of Israel at the time? What of all the widows in the entire 
world at that time? That is to say, what of evil in the 
world? The world abounds with suffering and it is clear 
that our Lord did not come to take away all of human 
suffering. My own impression is that the great stumbling 
block of many of our Jewish brothers in relation to Jesus 
Christ is that Jesus did not establish here on earth a 
kingdom of temporal peace and freedom from suffering. 
My understanding is that their reading of the Scriptures 
leads them to interpret the prophecies as pointing to a 
Messiah who will bring a kingdom to the earth that will, 
more or less, take away the suffering of man. This will be 
the answer to the problem of evil. The world flows with 
evil and suffering, and the question of the agnostic, the 
atheist and indeed many believers is, what has Christ (since 
he is God!) done about this? If Christ is God and lives 
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among us in his Church — which the Church ceaselessly 
claims to be the case — he should surely be doing 
repeatedly what he did in today’s Gospel passage, only on 
a universal scale. He would be restoring to afflicted man 
what has been lost to him. Was Christ present during the 
holocaust when there was repeat upon repeat of this scene 
of the funeral procession leaving the town of Nain? If he 
was, then Christ stood by without doing anything. This is 
the old and ever-recurring problem of evil. But no, his 
mission was to take away the sin of the world, and the 
miracles of Christ such as the one in today’s Gospel are 
signs of this. We do not know why God allows the world 
to remain broken and profoundly flawed as it is. In his 
wisdom and compassion he will draw good out of evil, just 
as he drew untold good out of the death of his Son. Christ 
united himself with suffering humanity in his passion and 
death, thus showing that God’s plan is not to take away 
suffering but to make it the means of redemption and 
sanctification. By his passion and death Christ redeemed 
the world from sin. 
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Christ is present in the midst of suffering man to make 
this very suffering the means of the transformation of man 
and the universe. The full transformation of all begins here 
and reaches its completion at the End. The raising of the 
son of the widow of Nain shows that God in his 
compassion and love has the power and the will to make all 
things new. Let us take our stand with Christ and take up 
the work. His work will be done if we follow in his 
footsteps. By living with him we shall die with him, and in 
living and dying with him we shall reign with him. Of his 
kingdom there will be no end. 

-- 
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Wednesday of the Twenty-fourth Week Ordinary Time 


Entrance Antiphon Cf. Sir 36: 18 Give peace, O Lord, to 
those who wait for you, that your prophets be found true. 
Hear the prayers of your servant, and of your people Israel. 

Collect Look upon us, O God, Creator and ruler of all 
things, and, that we may feel the working of your mercy, 
grant that we may serve you with all our heart. Through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with 
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. 

Scripture today : Scripture today: 1 Timothy 3:14-16; 

Psalm 111:1-2, 3-4, 5-6; Luke 7:31-35 

Jesus said to the crowds: “To what shall I compare 
the people of this generation? What are they like? They are 
like children who sit in the marketplace and call to one 
another, ‘We played the flute for you, but you did not 
dance. We sang a dirge, but you did not weep. ’ For John 
the Baptist came neither eating food nor drinking wine, 
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and you said, ‘He is possessed by a demon. ’ The Son of 
Man came eating and drinking and you said, ‘Look, he is a 
glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and 
sinners. ’ But wisdom is vindicated by all her children. ” 
(Luke 7:31-35) 

Divine patience Holy Scripture is, among other 
things, the inspired record of God’s dealings with sin. God 
has made and sustained the world, and man’s sin has 
wrecked the work of his hands. The story of salvation as 
recorded in Scripture and conveyed in the Church’s 
Tradition is the history of God’s undoing of the sad 
business of sin, and his making all things new again. One 
thing that comes through in the entire story is God’s 
long-lasting patience. In our talk of God we speak 
analogically. In this sense we may speak of divine 
disappointment. In a sense, God has had catastrophic 
reversals and disappointments and they began with the very 
angels. Long before man and the visible universe, God’s 
work of creation began in heaven. He created the world of 
angels, spiritual beings with freedom, great beauty and 
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power. But what happened? Many turned against him and 
a terrible conflagration broke out. Those who turned out so 
badly were cast out and thrown into an everlasting hell. 
God foresees all, but how great a disappointment to him! 
What many angels freely chose (together with the baleful 
consequences of their dark choice), went entirely against 
his plans for them. But so it was. The entire spiritual 
world was rent asunder into two great camps, those who 
were entirely for God and those who were utterly against 
him, and so it has been ever since. But now, what was 
God’s response to this sad outcome? God was patient. He 
did not withdraw the gift of existence from those who had 
refused him, and he will continue to sustain them in being 
for all eternity. We see the same pattern in his dealings 
with our world. Our beautiful universe came lovingly from 
his hands and at a certain point he created man and woman 
— by what process and when we do not know. Just as the 
angels came highly endowed from his creative hand, so we 
know from revelation that he made man highly endowed in 
nature and in grace. 
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But what happened? A catastrophe again occurred 
that mirrored what had happened in the unseen world long 
before, and this time it was the rebellion of man. God said 
to the man in the Garden, “What have you done?” God’s 
work again had been shattered. If only the angels, and if 
only man, had done what God wanted! If only his will had 
been obeyed! If only we, each of us, would do the will of 
God! But it was not so. But now, what was God’s response 
to this terrible spoliation of his work? God was patient. He 
began again and the story of salvation is that of God 
beginning again and again. He has a long struggle ahead, 
one that has cost him a great deal. There is one image in 
the prophet Jeremiah of God at work. It is the image of the 
potter always beginning again when his pot turns out badly. 
God tries one thing and then another. He punishes, he 
coaxes. He is patient, and if the sinner lives on in his sin 
while the just one suffers, it is because God is patient and 
is giving him time to repent and giving the just one time to 
merit even more. In our Gospel passage today our Lord 
speaks of God trying one thing and then another. He sends 
John the Baptist using one approach, then his very own 
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Son following a somewhat different approach, but to little 
avail. “To what shall I compare the people of this 
generation? What are they like? They are like children who 
sit in the marketplace and call to one another, ‘We played 
the flute for you, but you did not dance. We sang a dirge, 
but you did not weep. ’ For John the Baptist came neither 
eating food nor drinking wine, and you said, ‘Fie is 
possessed by a demon. ’ The Son of Man came eating and 
drinking and you said, ‘Look, he is a glutton and a 
drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners. ’ But 
wisdom is vindicated by all her children ” (Luke 7:31-35). 
God is patient, and his patience will win out. The divine 
Wisdom will conquer and will save. God’s kingdom will 
come and that kingdom will never end. But woe betide the 
one who abuses the patience of God and persists finally in 
his sin. 

Let us be profoundly grateful for the patience of God. 
He has been patient with sinful man and patient with each 
of us. He loves us as a holy and loving Father, and he 
wishes us to turn away from sin and live in love for him. 
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Let us begin again and not waste the time he so lovingly 
and patiently grants us to attain the holiness for which we 
are made. So then, now I begin! 

-- 
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Thursday of the Twenty-fourth Week Ordinary Time 


Entrance Antiphon Cf. Sir 36: 18 Give peace, O Lord, to 
those who wait for you, that your prophets be found true. 
Hear the prayers of your servant, and of your people Israel. 

Collect Look upon us, O God, Creator and ruler of all 
things, and, that we may feel the working of your mercy, 
grant that we may serve you with all our heart. Through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with 
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. 

Scripture today : 1 Timothy 4:12-16; Psalm 111:7-10; 

Luke 7:36-50 

A certain Pharisee invited Jesus to dine with him, and 
he entered the Pharisee’s house and reclined at table. 
Now there was a sinful woman in the city who learned that 
he was at table in the house of the Pharisee. Bringing an 
alabaster flask of ointment, she stood behind him at his feet 
weeping and began to bathe his feet with her tears. Then 
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she wiped them with her hair, kissed them, and anointed 
them with the ointment. When the Pharisee who had 
invited him saw this he said to himself, “If this man were a 
prophet, he would know who and what sort of woman this 
is who is touching him, that she is a sinner. ” Jesus said to 
him in reply, “Simon, I have something to say to you. ” 
“Tell me, teacher, ” he said. “Two people were in debt to a 
certain creditor; one owed five hundred days ’ wages and 
the other owed fifty. Since they were unable to repay the 
debt, he forgave it for both. Which of them will love him 
more?” Simon said in reply, “The one, I suppose, whose 
larger debt was forgiven. ” He said to him, “You have 
judged rightly. ” Then he turned to the woman and said to 
Simon, “Do you see this woman? When I entered your 
house, you did not give me water for my feet, but she has 
bathed them with her tears and wiped them with her hair. 
You did not give me a kiss, but she has not ceased kissing 
my feet since the time I entered. You did not anoint my 
head with oil, but she anointed my feet with ointment. So I 
tell you, her many sins have been forgiven; hence, she has 
shown great love. But the one to whom little is forgiven, 
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loves little. ” He said to her, “Your sins are forgiven. ” The 
others at table said to themselves, “Who is this who even 
forgives sins? ” But he said to the woman, “Your faith has 
saved you; go in peace. ” (Luke 7:36-50) 

Forgiveness of sin This Gospel passage is a 
beautiful scene and full of meaning for fallen man. The 
problem is that all too many do not understand that they are 
fallen. Christ is at the centre of our Gospel passage, but on 
either side of him are two protagonists, the Pharisee and 
the sinful woman. We are surely reminded of the story our 
Lord told elsewhere of the two who were praying in the 
Temple, one was a Pharisee and the other a Publican. The 
Publican went home right with God because of his prayer, 
while the Pharisee did not. The Publican’s prayer was a 
repeated plea to God for mercy and pardon for his sins, 
while the Pharisee’s prayer was a repeated presentation 
before God of his own supposed virtues and a comparison 
of these with the sins of the Publican behind him. In our 
Gospel scene today (Luke 7:36-50), Simon the Pharisee 
invites our Lord to dine in his house with him, an invitation 
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our Lord graciously accepts. The usual marks of courtesy 
and honour are not extended to our Lord when he arrives 
(water for his feet, an embrace, and oil for his head). As 
our Lord later points out to the Pharisee, how great is the 
contrast between his behaviour and that of the sinful 
woman! But what is behind this difference? It is surely the 
sense of sin together with faith in divine compassion, 
present in the woman and lacking in the Pharisee. The 
woman enters and approaches our Lord. She is profoundly 
conscious of her sinfulness but at the same time — and 
perhaps especially at the moment of being in his presence 
— conscious that in him God loved her, understood her, 
was forgiving her and accepted her. How could she have 
wept at the feet of our Lord with such confidence, wiping 
his feet with her hair and then anointing them with the oil 
from the alabaster jar, unless she had sensed that she was 
fully known, understood and loved? For all her sinfulness 
she had attained an understanding of the heart of God and 
his love for the repentant sinner. With utter clarity, she 
saw in Jesus the compassion of God for her. She loved 
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because she was forgiven and she was forgiven because 
she loved. 

Given our scene, it is almost unthinkable that the 
Pharisee would (or could) have responded to the presence 
of our Lord in a way comparable to that of the woman. He 
had no sense of sin or very little of it. He had little need to 
be forgiven — so he felt and thought. With this lack of a 
deep sense of sin and of his need for the pardon and mercy 
of God, he was insensitive to the Person of our Lord 
himself. He did not approach our Lord desirous of 
attaining a deeper relationship with God (as did the 
woman), because he probably thought that he had a fairly 
good relationship with God as it was. He felt little need of 
our Lord in any absolute sense, whereas the woman did. 
She needed God and she needed to be reconciled with him, 
and she saw in Jesus the means of attaining this and the 
actual gift of it. In his presence she sensed that she would 
be forgiven and was being forgiven. Her love swelled and 
overflowed in humble, contrite gratitude and poured itself 
out in her tears and in her anointing of the feet of Jesus. 
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Then the word of Christ came: her sins were forgiven. 
That this was not just a declaration but an act in which 
Christ personally forgave her sins is clear from the reaction 
of the others at table. “Who is this who even forgives 
sms?” She obtained the forgiveness of sins because she 
approached Christ with true contrition for sin and with true 
love. The Pharisee did not. She went away right with God 
whereas the Pharisee did not. Now, that same power to 
forgive sins Christ conferred on the Apostles the very first 
day he rose from the dead. “ Receive the Holy Spirit he 
said to them, “ whose sins you forgive they are forgiven 
them. Whose sins you retain, they are retained ” (John 20). 
This power to forgive sins is exercised in the Sacrament of 
Penance and it is above all — but not exclusively — in that 
Sacrament that the contrite Christian approaches Christ 
with the love and gratitude that the sinful woman 
approached him in our Gospel scene today. She is an 
example for sinful man. 

Christ came to take away the sin of the world and it is 
this marvellous power that he entrusted to the Church’s 
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ordained priest. It is a principal reason for being a member 
of the Church which Christ founded on the rock that is 
Peter. Let us often return to this moving Gospel scene and 
learn from the loving sorrow of the woman to approach 
Christ for forgiveness, knowing that it will most certainly 
be given. 

-- 
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Friday of the Twenty-fourth Week of Ordinary Time 


Entrance Antiphon Cf. Sir 36:18 Give peace, O Lord, to 
those who wait for you, that your prophets be found true. 
Hear the prayers of your servant, and of your people Israel. 

Collect Look upon us, O God, Creator and ruler of all 
things, and, that we may feel the working of your mercy, 
grant that we may serve you with all our heart. Through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with 
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God for ever and 
ever. 

Scripture today : 1 Timothy 6: 2-12; Psalm 48; 

Luke 8:1-3 

After this, Jesus travelled about from one town and 
village to another, proclaiming the good news of the 
kingdom of God. The Twelve were with him, and also 
some women who had been cured of evil spirits and 
diseases: Mary (called Magdalene) from whom seven 
demons had come out; Joanna the wife of Chuza, the 
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manager of Herod’s household; Susanna; and many 
others. These women were helping to support them out of 
their own means. (Luke 8:1-3) 

The King’s servants I have read somewhere that 
one of the reasons for Genghis Khan’s great military 
success was his system of choosing captains and generals 
of great merit and personal ability. Alexander the Great 
and Napoleon Bonaparte had excellent generals. Each of 
these three men had high ambitions, and were determined 
to possess a vast dominion. Their assistants had to be very 
good. Well, it is not easy to think of an individual in 
history who had ambitions that equalled those of Jesus 
Christ, and he had them from the beginning. Ambitions? 
His ambition, his resolve and intention, was to establish a 
world-wide kingdom of all the nations who would 
acknowledge him as Lord of lords, and, placing their faith 
in him, would share in his own divine life. His plan was to 
establish a universal kingdom that would last till the end of 
time, a kingdom of love for him. But now, who do we 
notice around him as his followers and closest assistants in 
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launching the great enterprise, and in laying the 
foundations? I doubt that anyone would have considered 
the group around him as being outstanding, and especially 
suited to the extraordinary project being contemplated. Of 
course, we are here speaking more in terms of military or 
political goals, which our Lord’s mission was decidedly 
not. But my point here is the varied, the unlikely, the 
surprising character of those called to take their stand 
beside the Saviour. It provides a hint and a pointer to the 
universal character of Christian discipleship. All are called 
to it and all have a place and a share in Christ’s mission, no 
matter how ordinary, modest or unusual this or that person 
may be. Let us consider one or two of those mentioned 
here in our Gospel scene. 

We read that “ Jesus travelled about from one town 
and village to another, proclaiming the good news of the 
kingdom of God. The Twelve were with him.” So there 
were the Twelve, and they were a varied lot: fishermen, 
Zealots, a tax collector, and others. But let us notice a few 
others that are mentioned: “ also some women who had 
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been cured of evil spirits and diseases: Mary (called 
Magdalene) from whom seven demons had come out; 
Joanna the wife of Chuza, the manager of Herod’s 
household; Susanna; and many others. These women were 
helping to support them out of their own means’’'’ (Luke 8:1- 
3). Their background, as Luke mentions it, would not have 
looked promising: they had been cured of evil spirits and 
diseases. These were some of the people directly assisting 
the incarnate Son of God. Joanna is mentioned. The 
passage suggests that our Lord had healed her in some 
way, either of evil spirits or of some disease. Now Joanna 
was, as we read, the wife of Chuza, the manager of Herod’s 
household. How did Joanna make contact with Jesus? The 
fact that she was so directly associated with Jesus here 
suggests that she had probably been a good and religious 
woman prior to her cure. Her response to the cure was to 
follow and assist Jesus. Her husband saw a lot of Herod, 
and was trusted by the ruler — Herod was ruler of Galilee 
and an evil man. His father was the notorious Herod the 
Great who had, as the mother of Jesus well knew, sought to 
destroy the infant Jesus. His son, now Herod Antipas and 
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Chuza’s employer, had beheaded John the Baptist. Word 
was out at a certain point that he was after Jesus himself, 
for we read in Luke 13:31 that some Pharisees came, 
saying to Jesus “Get out and depart from here for Herod 
wants to kdl you. ” Christ referred to him as “that fox” 
Joanna’s husband was in this miserable man’s employ, yet 
Christ welcomed her into his circle. 

Presumably Joanna went on after the Resurrection to 
be an active and holy member of the dynamic infant 
Church. One wonders whether Chuza himself benefited 
from the prayers and love of his wife and became, before 
he eventually died, a disciple too. Be all this as it may, the 
point here is that Joanna was accepted into the all- 
important mission which had the Person of Jesus Christ at 
its centre. Let this woman stand as representing Everyman 
— the ordinary person of every time and place. All are 
called to be disciples of the Master, no matter how ordinary 
and unknown we may be, and however unpromising our 
apparent prospects. Let us be profoundly grateful for our 
Christian calling, and resolve to live it fully. 
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Saturday of the Twenty-fourth Week of Ordinary Time 


Entrance Antiphon Cf. Sir 36: 18 Give peace, O Lord, to 
those who wait for you, that your prophets be found true. 
Hear the prayers of your servant, and of your people Israel. 

Collect Look upon us, O God, Creator and ruler of all 
things, and, that we may feel the working of your mercy, 
grant that we may serve you with all our heart. Through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with 
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. 

Scripture today : 1 Timothy 6:13-16; Psalm 100:lb-5; 

Luke 8:4-15 

When a large crowd gathered, with people from one 
town after another journeying to Jesus, he spoke in a 
parable. “A sower went out to sow his seed. And as he 
sowed, some seed fell on the path and was trampled, and 
the birds of the sky ate it up. Some seed fell on rocky 
ground, and when it grew, it withered for lack of moisture. 
Some seed fell among thorns, and the thorns grew with it 
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and choked it. And some seed fell on good soil, and when 
it grew, it produced fruit a hundredfold. ” After saying this, 
he called out, “Whoever has ears to hear ought to hear. ” 
Then his disciples asked him what the meaning of this 
parable might be. He answered, “Knowledge of the 
mysteries of the Kingdom of God has been granted to you; 
but to the rest, they are made known through parables so 
that they may look but not see, and hear but not 
understand. “This is the meaning of the parable. The seed 
is the word of God. Those on the path are the ones who 
have heard, but the Devil comes and takes away the word 
from their hearts that they may not believe and be saved. 
Those on rocky ground are the ones who, when they hear, 
receive the word with joy, but they have no root; they 
believe only for a time and fall away in time of temptation. 
As for the seed that fell among thorns, they are the ones 
who have heard, but as they go along, they are choked by 
the anxieties and riches and pleasures of life, and they fail 
to produce mature fruit. But as for the seed that fell on 
rich soil, they are the ones who, when they have heard the 
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word, embrace it with a generous and good heart, and bear 
fruit through perseverance. ” (Luke 8:4-15) 

The true disciple At times I have heard people 
say, I wish God would make clear to me what is the best 
thing to do! It would be so much easier! Well, at times God 
does make it very clear what he wants but not by sending a 
telegram from heaven, or appearing in person and giving 
the order, or sending an angel to make the announcement. 
God generally makes his will known through secondary 
agents in our life (he is the First Agent), or suggestively 
through circumstances. But it requires that our heart be 
genuinely attuned to seeking to know his will. I suppose it 
could be likened to any search we are engaged in. If one is 
not searching for something it could pass before our very 
eyes and not be noticed. But if we have lost something and 
it is precious to us we search diligently with our faculties 
straining in full focus. Because we want it we are more 
likely to see it. So too if we are to discern what is the will 
of God we must listen with our whole heart given over to 
the search. Something of this requirement is shown in our 
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Lord’s words in today’s Gospel passage. He has a “ large 
crowd ” before him drawn from many towns, consisting of 
persons undoubtedly of mixed attitudes and dispositions. It 
may be taken as representative of all people. Some would 
have been there full of mere curiosity, others with hopes of 
healings, some genuinely seeking God, others with a liking 
for the whole experience, others again looking for a 
diversion. As far as our Lord was concerned, the issue in 
question was their readiness and desire for his word, and 
their willingness to put it into practice. Our Lord sought 
real disciples. Indeed, after he rose from the dead, he 
entrusted the Apostles and the infant Church with the 
mission of making disciples. They were to go to the whole 
world and make disciples of all the nations. Here in our 
Gospel passage today (Luke 8:4-15) our Lord simply tells 
the crowd a story — the story of a sower going out to sow. 
His story instructed by suggestion. Then he called out, 
“Whoever has ears to hear ought to hear .” This concluding 
appeal asked for a heart that truly listened, and his refusal 
to go further implies that he could see his audience lacked 
that heart. 
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Not only is that the obvious meaning of our Lord’s 
peremptory ending to his public parable, but it turns out to 
be the meaning of the parable itself. To his disciples he 
proceeds without hesitation to give the meaning of the 
parable. Its climax comes when our Lord speaks of those 
who are the rich soil and who, having received the Word, 
produce the harvest. They “ are the ones who, when they 
have heard the word, embrace it with a generous and good 
heart, and bear fruit through perseverance ” (Luke 8:4-15). 
They have a generous and good heart and they persevere. 
That is to say, they are good and they truly desire God and 
his holy will. They are generous and are ready to give 
without counting the cost. They are ready to persevere 
along the road of discipleship in the midst of hardship and 
persecution. Those with these dispositions of heart are the 
ones who have the “ ears to hear .” They have what it takes 
to be disciples of Christ and will bear the hundredfold 
harvest that God wishes to see. But without this readiness 
and desire of the heart, “the Devil ”, or their own lack of 
spiritual “roof or depth, or their “anxieties and riches and 
pleasures of life ” will vitiate and frustrate the promise of 
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the word that is proclaimed to them. So then, Christ is 
asking of all those who approach him that they have a good 
and generous heart that is ready to persevere in the path he 
places before them. That path is a personal love for him 
and a readiness to follow closely in his footsteps. How can 
we know if we have this disposition? We cannot know this 
for certain — only God can see with utter clarity the true 
state of our hearts, but we can perseveringly ask God to 
give us the dispositions he requires. We can ask him to 
pour his grace into our hearts and create in us a new heart, 
and to help us to be faithful to the light and the grace he 
gives us. That is to say, we can ask the Holy Spirit to make 
us worthy disciples of Christ. We ought pray that God will 
give us the “ears to hear ” and a heart that is “generous and 
good ” and able to “bear fruit through perseverance .” 

Let us place ourselves among the crowd to whom our 
Lord is speaking, but as persons who wish to be counted 
among his disciples. Let us gaze on him in spirit and hear 
his words as the word of God. Let us resolve to follow him 
with a good and generous heart right to the end, whatever 
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be the cost. Let us resolve to persevere by starting again 
daily. So then, now I begin! 

-- 
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Twenty-fifth Sunday of Ordinary Time 


Entrance Antiphon I am the salvation of the people, says 
the Lord. Should they cry to me in any distress, I will hear 
them, and I will be their Lord for ever. 

Collect O God, who founded all the commands of your 
sacred Law upon love of you and of our neighbour, grant 
that, by keeping your precepts, we may merit to attain 
eternal life. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Amos 8:4-7; Psalm 113:1-2, 4-8; 

1 Timothy 2:1-8; Luke 16:1-13 

Jesus said to his disciples, “A rich man had a steward 
who was reported to him for squandering his property. He 
summoned him and said, ‘What is this I hear about you? 
Prepare a full account of your stewardship, because you 
can no longer be my steward. ’ The steward said to himself, 
‘What shall I do, now that my master is taking the position 
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of steward away from me? I am not strong enough to dig 
and I am ashamed to beg. I know what I shall do so that, 
when I am removed from the stewardship, they may 
welcome me into their homes. ’ He called in his master’s 
debtors one by one. To the first he said, ‘How much do 
you owe my master? ’ He replied, ‘One hundred measures 
of olive oil. ’ He said to him, ‘Here is your promissory note. 
Sit down and quickly write one for fifty. ’ Then to another 
the steward said, ‘And you, how much do you owe? ’ He 
replied, ‘One hundred kors of wheat. ’ The steward said to 
him, ‘Here is your promissory note; write one for eighty. ’ 
And the master commended that dishonest steward for 
acting prudently. “For the children of this world are more 
prudent in dealing with their own generation than are the 
children of light. I tell you, make friends for yourselves 
with dishonest wealth, so that when it fails, you will be 
welcomed into eternal dwellings. The person who is 
trustworthy in very small matters is also trustworthy in 
great ones; and the person who is dishonest in very small 
matters is also dishonest in great ones. If, therefore, you 
are not trustworthy with dishonest wealth, who will trust 
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you with true wealth? If you are not trustworthy with what 
belongs to another, who will give you what is yours? No 
servant can serve two masters. He will either hate one and 
love the other, or be devoted to one and despise the other. 
You cannot serve both God and mammon. ” (Luke 16:1-13) 

Social duty At various times one comes across 
persons who have very little commitment to a great cause. 
They drift through life more or less seeking mere personal 
satisfaction. There are others who spend their lives with 
very worthy commitments that give to their lives real 
nobility, even if hidden. The nature of these commitments 
vary enormously. There are some who are moved by the 
thought of serving others and building a just society while 
having little time for God. Indeed, they can reject God as 
basically a distraction from the true work of man in the 
world. There is, for example, the classic atheistic 
communist who, having embraced Marxism, strives to 
create what he regarded as a classless society while being 
intolerant of religion as being a harmful delusion. That is 
an extreme example, but elements of this can be found in 
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ordinary secular man who responds to the need to alleviate 
suffering in the world and to build a just society, but who is 
prejudiced against a religious perspective. Then there is 
the opposite class of persons who are moved by the thought 
of God as the answer to the aspirations of the heart of man, 
but who have little genuine interest in the needs of man and 
society. As we consider the history of the world and the 
tapestry of cultures that make up mankind, we can perhaps 
see evidence of this polarity. Perhaps the Eastern religions 
with their bent towards the Absolute and away from the 
world have contributed to the spiritual character of their 
societies, but also to the slower material development of 
their societies. Whatever of that speculation about the 
religions of mankind, there is certainly a difference in 
emphasis among various currents of Christianity. There is 
what we might call the Christian who speaks of God and 
Christ and who despises those Christians who speak 
constantly of social development. There is also the 
Christian who speaks of social, economic and political 
development and who despises all the God-talk of the 
pious. The Church in her teaching of the Christian life 
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insists on both. We are to love God with all our heart and 
our neighbour as ourselves. Indeed, we are to love our 
neighbour as Christ loves us. Our judgment will depend on 
our service of our neighbour in need. 

In our Gospel today our Lord tells the story of the 
steward who is discovered to have squandered his master’s 
property (Luke 16:1-13). In the story the same steward 
goes on secretly to engage in dishonest accounting in order 
to procure for himself the favour of his master’s creditors 
and so have friends to help him after his own looming 
dismissal. Although Christ’s point in the parable is not the 
following, let this image of the steward’s fraudulent misuse 
of his master’s goods remind us of the Church’s insistence 
that an essential element of the Christian life is that the 
rights of our neighbour, including his material goods, be 
respected and served. The Church has, on the one hand, a 
vast body of teaching about our inner relationship with and 
love for Christ. This teaching flows from her dogmas, the 
encyclicals of the Popes, the writings of the saints and the 
doctors of the Church, and anyone who sets out to attain 
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sanctity has plenty of approved spiritual guidance at hand. 
On the other hand, the Church has a very extensive body of 
social teaching that is constantly expanding. Almost every 
Pope since Leo XIII in the nineteenth century has 
developed this social teaching and in it the Christian is able 
to find authoritative guidance as to his life and obligations 
in the world and society. All the Church has done in this is 
to unravel in an authoritative way the implications of 
revelation for life in society. The first three of the Ten 
Commandments set forth our obligations to God as the 
foundation of the rest. Then in the next seven 
commandments there is revealed what God requires of us 
in respect to our neighbour, including our neighbour’s 
goods. Our Lord, time and again, insisted on love for 
neighbour and respect for his dignity and rights. Our 
parable today reminds us that this includes respect for our 
neighbour’s goods. This respect for the goods of others is 
one of the linchpins of the common good of society and if 
it is violated, and if a culture in which the violation of the 
goods of others becomes accepted, then true religion 
breaks down. 
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The Catholic Christian should strive to know the 
Church’s social teaching. Progressively knowing it, he 
knows how to promote respect for man in society. He 
insists on respect for promises made and contracts agreed 
to, and the restitution of goods that have been damaged or 
taken away. He promotes the payment of just wages, he 
promotes a culture that will have nothing to do with fraud 
and the evasion of legitimate taxes. He does not accept the 
abuse of public or private property, nor work deliberately 
done poorly, nor waste. He respects the goods and 
property of others and of his employers and of society in 
general, all as part of respecting the dignity of every man 
and woman. He opposes all forms of dishonesty. He takes 
an interest and if possible participates in political action. 
His guiding light is the Church’s social doctrine, He knows 
that the Church speaks in the name of Christ and in her 
doctrine applies Christ’s teaching to the life of individuals 
and societies. Let us then think of the steward of our 
Gospel today who squandered and misused his master’s 
goods, and resolve to live as a true member of Christ in 
society and among men. 
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Further reading : Catechism of the Catholic Church , no. 
2407-2418 (Respect for people and their goods), 
2419-1436 (economic activity, and social justice).. 

-- 
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Monday of the Twenty-fifth Week of Ordinary Time 


Entrance Antiphon I am the salvation of the people, says 
the Lord. Should they cry to me in any distress, I will hear 
them, and I will be their Lord for ever. 

Collect O God, who founded all the commands of your 
sacred Law upon love of you and of our neighbour, grant 
that, by keeping your precepts, we may merit to attain 
eternal life. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Ezra 1:1-6; Psalm 126: lb-6; 

Luke 8:16-18 

Jesus said to the crowd: “No one who lights a lamp 
conceals it with a vessel or sets it under a bed; rather, he 
places it on a lamp stand so that those who enter may see 
the light. For there is nothing hidden that will not become 
visible, and nothing secret that will not be known and come 
to light. Take care, then, how you hear. To anyone who 
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has, more will be given, and from the one who has not, 
even what he seems to have will be taken away. ” (Luke 
8 : 16 - 18 ) 

Hearing Just before our passage today our Lord 
tells the crowds the parable of the seeds falling on the 
ground and having their various results. He concludes by 
calling on those who have ears to hear that they listen. In 
our passage today, he repeats the point: “ Take care how 
you hear!” When someone is speaking to us, how are we 
listening to him? We can listen with love and attention, or 
we can listen with disinterest and even hostility. How we 
hear makes all the difference. Let us recall one of the first 
to hear our Lord at the threshold of his public ministry. It 
was Satan. Christ was led by the Holy Spirit into the desert 
to be tempted by the Devil. After forty days he was hungry 
and Satan approached our Lord and entered into 
conversation with him. Satan listened to Christ, but only 
with the intention of turning him away from the path of the 
Father. Satan wanted to trap him, as did many of the 
scribes and Pharisees who also heard what our Lord had to 


- 2027 - 



say. On one occasion our Lord told them that they had the 
Devil for their father. Let us also recall the great occasion 
recounted in the sixth chapter of the Gospel of St John 
when our Lord publicly told the people in the synagogue of 
the Eucharist. He would give to those who believed in him 
his body and his blood, and those who ate of him would 
live forever. How did they listen to him? Many listened 
with a spirit of refusal and chose not to follow him any 
longer. On that occasion our Lord suffered the loss of 
many of his disciples. He turned to the Twelve and asked 
if they too were going to leave him — because they had to 
understand that his teaching stood. Simon Peter said in 
reply, Lord to whom shall we go? We know and believe 
that your word is eternal life. That is how Simon and the 
Apostles listened to our Lord, with full faith in his word. 
There was an exception: Judas Iscariot. Our Lord said in 
reply to Simon’s words, Have I not chosen you? But one of 
you is a devil! Judas Iscariot listened to our Lord with 
disbelief and hostility, in a way that placed him in the 
company of the demons. 
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“Take care, then, how you hear. To anyone who has, 
more will be given, and from the one who has not, even 
what he seems to have will be taken away ” (Luke 8:16-18). 
We must listen to the word of Christ with a great readiness 
of heart to put it into practice. On one occasion our Lord 
said. It is not those who say to me Lord, Lord, who will 
enter the kingdom of heaven but those who do the will of 
my heavenly Father. We must listen with readiness to put 
the word of Christ into practice. Our Lord once told a 
parable of a master who gave various talents to his 
servants, each according to his ability. Their task was to 
put those talents to work and increase the wealth of the 
master. And so he went away. When he came back, the 
one who had been given one talent gave back the one 
talent, having not put it to work. He was accused by the 
master of being lazy and wicked. That single talent was 
taken from him and given to the one who had made the 
most with his master’s money. The ones who made more 
for their master had listened to the instructions of the 
master with a readiness to put them into practice. So they 
were given more. Their hearts were disposed to accept and 
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obey in faith. Particularly serious is the case of the person 
who hears the word of Christ and simply refuses to believe, 
as did those in the synagogue at Capernaum when they 
heard the doctrine of the Eucharist, and as presumably did 
Judas Iscariot. He listened yet did not believe, but 
remained in Christ’s company continuing to listen till his 
catastrophic betrayal of the Master. We must listen to the 
word of Christ with the obedience of faith. That word 
comes to us in the Scriptures and in the Church’s Tradition, 
and we must receive it according to the mind of the Church 
and not simply according to our own private, independent 
and proud judgment. So much depends on how we hear, 
on the dispositions with which we listen to the word of 
Christ. 

Let us then place ourselves in the presence of the 
living Jesus every day and make his word the guide of our 
life. Let us listen humbly and with the disposition to give 
to Christ the obedience of our faith and the readiness to do 
the will of God in our everyday life. In this way we shall 
have, and as one who has, more will be given to us. 
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Tuesday of the Twenty-fifth Week of Ordinary Time 


Entrance Antiphon I am the salvation of the people, says 
the Lord. Should they cry to me in any distress, I will hear 
them, and I will be their Lord for ever. 

Collect O God, who founded all the commands of your 
sacred Law upon love of you and of our neighbour, grant 
that, by keeping your precepts, we may merit to attain 
eternal life. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Ezra 6:7-8, 12b, 14-20; Psalm 122:1-5; 

Luke 8:19-21 

The mother of Jesus and his brothers came to him but 
were unable to join him because of the crowd. He was 
told, “Your mother and your brothers are standing outside 
and they wish to see you. ” He said to them in reply, “My 
mother and my brothers are those who hear the word of 
God and act on it. ” (Luke 8:19-21) 
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Christ’s brothers and sisters A great deal is 
suggested in the brief passage of today’s Gospel. Let us 
remember that in every passage of the Gospel we ought 
preserve a constant appreciation of the lofty nature of the 
Person who is at the centre of the Gospels and of the entire 
Scriptures. He is Jesus the Messiah, the Son of God made 
man. In the first instance he is God, God the Son through 
whom all things were made and are sustained, the image of 
the unseen God, without whom no one can come to the 
Father. This second Person of the Blessed Trinity became 
man, truly man just as much as we each of us are, except 
that in him there was no sin. Now, the message coming to 
him from the midst of the crowds informing him that “your 
mother and brothers are standing outside and they wish to 
see you ” reminds us of the profundity of the Incarnation. 
The Son of God truly had — and has — a human mother 
and human relatives. He did not have brothers and sisters 
in the sense of there being other children of his mother for 
his mother was ever a virgin. But he had cousins and 
relatives of other degrees. He grew up with them under the 
loving eye of his all-holy mother and they had long been 
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on easy and intimate terms with him. With the exception 
of Mary his mother and Joseph his foster-father how little 
did they appreciate his true Person! There in their midst all 
those years at Nazareth was the divine Son of the Father, 
Yahweh God the Son, yet they would have only perceived 
that before them was a very good and holy young relative 
of theirs. We remember the words of John the Baptist, his 
distinguished cousin, when Jesus presented himself to him 
for his baptism of repentance from sin. He said that he, 
Jesus, ought to be baptizing him! John the Baptist knew - 
perhaps long knew — the great holiness of his slightly 
younger relative. But he was yet to learn from God that 
Jesus was the Messiah, the Lamb of God. So then, our 
passage today reminds us of how truly God the Son 
became man and immersed himself in our human, family 
and social situation. 

Thus Christ our God and Redeemer is our Brother. 
He is bone of our bone and flesh of our flesh. But there is 
a greater and more important family of Jesus to which he 
refers in our Gospel passage today. Having been informed 
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that his mother and his relatives were outside awaiting him, 
Jesus observed, “My mother and my brothers are those 
who hear the word of God and act on it.” (Luke 8:19-21). 
The ones who were closest to him, the ones who truly 
shared his life and the intimacy of his friendship, the ones 
who would inherit from him all his spiritual goods and his 
grace, were those who strove to hear the will of God and 
put it into practice. Christ described himself in the Gospels 
as the bridegroom — a word John the Baptist himself uses 
to describe our Lord. Not only does this term allude to 
Christ being the Yahweh of the Old Testament, but it also 
emphasizes and exalts the Church which is the object of his 
undying and sacrificial love. The Church is his bride. We 
are the Church his mystical body and bride, and in our 
passage today our Lord calls those who are his disciples his 
“mother” and his “brothers.” All these expressions and 
descriptions show the place we have in the heart of Christ 
if we truly endeavour to hear his word and put it into 
practice. The one who did this so superbly was his own 
mother. Not only is she his mother according to the flesh 
but she is his “mother” in the greater and more primary 
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sense he refers to in our passage today. She is the one par 
excellence who heard the word of God and acted on it. We 
remember the pivotal scene of the Incarnation in the 
Gospel of Luke when the angel Gabriel appeared to Mary 
to ask her consent to God’s plan that she be the mother of 
the Messiah who would save his people from their sins. 
“Behold the handmaid of the Lord ” she replied, “ Let what 
you have said be done to me.'” She heard the will of God 
and having accepted it, put it into practice. She, the mother 
of the Lord, is our mother and our model in all that is 
entailed in being part of the family of the Lord Jesus. 

Let us take to heart our Lord’s precious words that 
ought be our stay and our consolation throughout life. If 
we persevere in being true disciples of Jesus, hearing the 
word of God as it comes to us in the Scriptures and in the 
preaching and teaching and life of the Church, and then 
resolutely putting it into practice, we shall be brothers and 
sisters of Jesus the Son of God and our Redeemer. 

-- 
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Wednesday of the Twenty-fifth Week of Ordinary Time 


Entrance Antiphon I am the salvation of the people, says 
the Lord. Should they cry to me in any distress, I will hear 
them, and I will be their Lord for ever. 

Collect O God, who founded all the commands of your 
sacred Law upon love of you and of our neighbour, grant 
that, by keeping your precepts, we may merit to attain 
eternal life. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Ezra 9:5-9; Tobit 13:2, 3-4, 7-8; 

Luke 9:1-6 

Jesus summoned the Twelve and gave them power and 
authority over all demons and to cure diseases, and he sent 
them to proclaim the Kingdom of God and to heal the sick. 
He said to them, “Take nothing for the journey, neither 
walking stick, nor sack, nor food, nor money, and let no 
one take a second tunic. Whatever house you enter, stay 
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there and leave from there. And as for those who do not 
welcome you, when you leave that town, shake the dust 
from your feet in testimony against them. ” Then they set 
out and went from village to village proclaiming the good 
news and curing diseases everywhere. (Luke 9:1-6) 

The Church The feast of Christ the King which 
marks the end of the Liturgical Year was instituted by Pope 
Pius XI in his encyclical Quas Primas of December 1925. 
I have heard it asserted that this feast has never caught on 
and that this is because the notion of kingship is a dated, 
irrelevant and unmeaning idea for the modern world. But 
this is not so — not at all! The notion of Christ as King is a 
profoundly Scriptural notion. Pope Pius XI at the time saw 
the rise of atheistic communism and secularism as a direct 
result of man's turning away from Christ's universal 
sovereignty and of the denial of the spiritual authority of 
Christ's Church. The Gospels are full of the point that 
Jesus is the long-awaited universal Sovereign. He is the 
Messiah, the anointed King who inaugurated the Kingdom 
of God. This Kingdom, as Pope Benedict XVI pointed out 
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in his book Jesus of Nazareth, is none other than God’s 
lordship or rule. It is found in, and is extended and made 
available by, his body the Church. Our Gospel scene today 
presents us with these great facts in their beginnings. 
Christ has appointed the Twelve, the foundation stones of 
his Church. They are his principal officers around whom 
will be grouped his People, the Church. Their task is to 
spearhead the Kingdom and to lead Christ’s Church in its 
work of making the Kingdom present and available. The 
Church, built on the Twelve and led by their successors, is 
the bearer of the Kingdom because it is the bearer of Christ 
her head and bridegroom. In him resides the Kingdom. In 
his Church is to be found full access to and life in him. So 
then, when we think of Christ sending out the Twelve to 
proclaim the Kingdom we also think ahead to the Church 
and her mission. To the Twelve and to the infant Church 
Christ said, Go out to all the world and make disciples of 
all the nations. By means of baptism and by becoming his 
disciples, the peoples would enter the Kingdom of God. 
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For some time there has been a common saying in 
certain currents of theological parlance: Christ yes, but the 
Church no! But this cannot be. Such is not God’s plan. 
Christ sends out the Twelve in our Gospel passage and he 
accompanies them in spirit. He invests them with his 
powers. “ Jesus summoned the Twelve and gave them 
power and authority over all demons and to cure diseases, 
and he sent them to proclaim the Kingdom of God and to 
heal the sick” (Luke 9:1-6). It was a foretaste of the 
Church of the risen Jesus empowered by the gift of the 
Holy Spirit. On the evening of the day he rose from the 
dead our Lord appeared to the Eleven and breathed on 
them the Holy Spirit, giving to them the mandate he had 
been given by the Father and also the power to forgive sins. 
The Church was being formed in them. After Christ’s 
ascension to his Father, the Twelve, together with Mary in 
their midst as mother, as well as the rest of the Lord’s 
disciples, were gathered together in the upper room 
awaiting the promised Gift. Then at Pentecost, upon them 
all together there was conferred the Spirit of God bringing 
the Church as such to birth in a living and public sense. 
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Christ is the Church’s head and her foundation. The Holy 
Spirit is her soul or animating principle. The Church under 
the leadership of the Twelve with Peter at their head brings 
Christ to the world - Christ who is the Kingdom or 
lordship of God in Person. In Christ’s Person, God’s 
lordship is supremely and perfectly present. So then, as we 
think of today’s Gospel event, let us realize again that in 
God’s plan Christ is brought to mankind in and through his 
faithful, the Church. The point here is that we should love 
the Church as Christ loves her. Let us see in the Twelve of 
our Gospel today and their successors the object of Christ’s 
love and the instrument of his saving plan. Authentic 
Christianity involves the Church, and acceptance of Christ 
means also accepting his body the Church. The catchcry of 
“Christ yes and the Church no!” is a travesty of the plan of 
God. Rather it is, Christ yes, and therefore the Church yes! 

The one who truly understands the mind of Christ and 
the plan of God also understands that the one who belongs 
to Christ belongs to his Church, which is to say the Church 
he founded on the Twelve with Peter at their head. This 
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Church which Christ in our Gospel scene today was 
forming for the future is the depository of the treasures of 
heaven because it is the body of Christ here on earth. Let 
us then love the Church, because we love Christ. 

-- 
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Thursday of the Twenty-fifth Week of Ordinary Time 


Entrance Antiphon I am the salvation of the people, says 
the Lord. Should they cry to me in any distress, I will hear 
them, and I will be their Lord for ever. 

Collect O God, who founded all the commands of your 
sacred Law upon love of you and of our neighbour, grant 
that, by keeping your precepts, we may merit to attain 
eternal life. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Haggai 1; 1-8; Psalm 149; Luke 9:7-9 

Herod the tetrarch heard about all that was 
happening, and he was greatly perplexed because some 
were saying, “John has been raised from the dead’’; others 
were saying, “Elijah has appeared’’; still others, “One of 
the ancient prophets has arisen. ” But Herod said, “John I 
beheaded. Who then is this about whom I hear such 
things? ” And he kept trying to see him. (Luke 9:7-9) 
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Contemplating Jesus Many people are interested 
in religion for a variety of reasons, while of course there 
are many who have no interest in religion at all. There are 
those who have an academic interest in religion and this 
kind of interest can be of various kinds. One person may 
find religion fascinating in the way another may find 
mechanics fascinating. As a discipline it just happens to 
arouse his interest. Another is led into it by force of 
circumstances: he makes a sudden decision to do his 
Masters in Buddhism and this leads him to do his PhD in 
an aspect of Judaism, and so his life’s work in university 
Religious Studies faculties is set. He spends the rest of his 
working life studying the religions of man, including 
Christianity. It is his job as a teacher and researcher. But 
it does not move him to be deeply religious himself. 
Another may have a professional background in Ancient 
History and this leads to an interest in the origins of 
Christianity and in the figure of Jesus Christ. But it is just 
an academic interest, a form of curiosity and a field of 
professional competence. In each of these cases and in 
others that may be imagined, the figure of Jesus Christ 
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might indeed be of great interest to a person at one or other 
stage of his career - and perhaps throughout his career. 
But what kind of interest is it? In view of just who Jesus 
Christ really is, if this is all his interest amounts to, such an 
interest is scarcely a worthy one. Obviously the danger in 
reading and talking about Christ, God and religion is that 
these ineffable, holy and transcendent Objects can be 
reduced to being simply objects on a par with the things of 
life and the world. God and Christ can cease to be 
regarded as God and Christ. Christ wants us to consider 
him. He wants us to do what his first associates did, 
namely to “come and see ” (John 1), but not in just any 
fashion. He expects certain dispositions of heart and mind 
that are appropriate. 

In our Gospel text today, Herod the tetrarch is referred 
to. He hears about Jesus, and elsewhere in the Gospel we 
even read that there is among the women who minister to 
our Lord and the Twelve the wife of one of Herod’s 
stewards. Our Gospel passage tells us that Herod “heard 
about all that was happening implying that a fair bit of 
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news was reaching him about Jesus. Jesus was occupying 
his thoughts and concerns. JJe was asking for more 
information “W /20 then is this about whom I hear such 
things?” St Luke tells us that “he kept trying to see him” 
(Luke 9:7-9). But Christ would have none of it. JJerod 
wanted to see our Lord, but our Lord would have nothing 
to do with him. He referred to Herod on one occasion as 
“that fox” and when he was brought before Herod during 
his Passion — to Herod’s delight because he had long 
wanted to see our Lord — our Lord refused to even speak 
to him. Whereas he did speak, say, to Pilate. So it is not 
enough to be hearing a lot about Jesus, nor is it enough to 
be wanting to “see” Jesus in one sense or another. It is 
analogous to the dispositions our Lord refers to when he 
says that it is not enough that a person say “Lord, Lord” to 
enter the Kingdom of Heaven. Rather he must do the will 
of the heavenly Father. Our Lord expects certain 
dispositions, dispositions that in fact he found in many a 
sinner. We remember another who also wanted to “see” 
Jesus but was unable to because of one circumstance: he 
was too short for the crowd. It was the chief tax collector 
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Zacchaeus and therefore a man publicly regarded as a 
sinner. He ran ahead of the crowd and climbed a sycamore 
tree so as to get a good view of Jesus who was to pass that 
way. Our Lord stopped, looked up and called to him, 
saying that he was to dine in his house that day. Zacchaeus 
had the dispositions to renounce his sins and become a 
disciple. 

The goal of life is to “see” Jesus in the fullest sense 
possible, to see him with the eyes of faith in this life, and to 
see him face to face forever in heaven. God wants us to 
desire with all our heart to see him, and to shape our lives 
accordingly. This desire to see Christ requires a heart 
given to God, the heart of a disciple. Blessed are the pure 
of heart, our Lord tells us in the Beatitudes, for they shall 
see God. Let us so live that our desire to see God and 
Christ will be granted. 

-- 
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Friday of the Twenty-fifth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon I am the salvation of the people, says 
the Lord. Should they cry to me in any distress, I will hear 
them, and I will be their Lord for ever. 

Collect O God, who founded all the commands of your 
sacred Law upon love of you and of our neighbour, grant 
that, by keeping your precepts, we may merit to attain 
eternal life. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Haggai 2:1-9; Psalm 43:1, 2, 3, 4; 

Luke 9:18-22 

Once when Jesus was praying in solitude, and the 
disciples were with him, he asked them, “Who do the 
crowds say that I am?” They said in reply, “John the 
Baptist; others, Elijah; still others, ‘One of the ancient 
prophets has arisen. Then he said to them, “But who do 
you say that I am ? ” Peter said in reply, “The Christ of 
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God. ” He strictly directed them not to tell this to anyone. 
He said, “The Son of Man must suffer greatly and be 
rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, 
and be killed and on the third day be raised. ” (Luke 
9:18-22) 

Suffering It is quite possible to be glib about 
Jesus being the Messiah, the Christ. Terrible to say, in our 
secular culture, “Jesus Christ!” is often a name taken in 
vain and can even be used as a profanity. The Christian 
ought often ponder on and recall the great and emerging 
prophecies of the Old Testament reaching back to the very 
call of Abraham, and indeed beyond him to the beginnings 
of human history. The Book of Genesis (3: 15) reveals that 
at the fall of man God promised that the seed of the woman 
would crush the serpent’s head. In the midst of the sad 
history of man there abode a divine promise of victory over 
evil. At his call, Abraham was given a promise that 
through him “ all the families of the earth shall bless 
themselves ” (Genesis 12: 3). And so the great prediction 
developed and gradually became more defined. With 
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varying degrees of clarity, the prophets foretold that One 
was coming who would establish God’s rule among men. 
Everything hung on this Anointed one, this Messiah, and 
the thought of his coming fired the chosen people of God. 
Indeed, as Cardinal Newman points out at the end of his 
Grammar of Assent, the Hebrew prophecy of this coming 
ruler passed beyond the confines of ancient Israel and 
floated among various other peoples of the ancient world. 
That this great Personage might be actually identified in 
space and time was an electrifying possibility. John the 
Baptist identified Jesus as this Person (John 1: 26-34), and 
this was known among some. When challenged by the 
scribes and Pharisees, our Lord asked them if they accepted 
that John’s mission was from God. They refused to answer 
because they knew that John had testified to Jesus. Well 
now, in our Gospel passage today our Lord asks his 
disciples what the crowds were saying of him. They 
responded that the crowds ranked him among the prophets. 
So he asked them who they thought he was and Simon 
gave the answer. He was the long-awaited Messiah on 
whom the entire plan of God for mankind depended. Our 
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Lord replied that indeed they were right but that, very 
importantly, they must not reveal this to others because of 
what no one expected, namely that he must suffer and die 
and then rise again. He, the Messiah, had to suffer and to 
die, something the crowds (and his very disciples) would 
not comprehend. 

This was and is surely the most surprising and 
distinctive feature of the Messiahship of Jesus. Who would 
expect that God would send his Envoy, his Anointed One, 
his King, his Redeemer, his very own Son who was God 
from God and Light from Light, precisely in order to suffer 
and to die? What other great religious figure or founder had 
the divine mission to do his work precisely through 
indescribable sufferings and death? Buddha never claimed 
such a mission, nor did Zoroaster, nor did Mahomet. It is 
the surprise of human history that God’s plan for man’s 
redemption was to be played out in terms of suffering and 
death. Christ would not fulfil his work of man’s 
redemption from sin by military or political success, nor 
simply by proposing a great religious path or a key 
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philosophical or religious system. No, Christ would fulfil 
his mission of Messiah by suffering and dying for the sins 
of the world. He would then rise again to a new life which 
he would share with all who approach him in faith. That 
saving faith would be freely elicited by the proclamation 
and teaching of the Church — that Church built on the 
Apostles. Suffering and self-denial was at the heart of the 
mission and the success of Jesus. That was his way, the 
way marked out for him by his heavenly Father. The Son 
of Man had to suffer and so enter into his glory. This was 
so totally foreign to what people expected of the Messiah 
that he “ strictly directed them not to tell this to anyone. He 
said, ‘The Son of Man must suffer greatly and be rejected 
by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be 
killed and on the third day be raised (Luke 9:18-22). We 
ought strive to appreciate the novelty and the centrality of 
the Cross in the divine plan. In Christ, obedient suffering 
became an object of holy choice and indeed a precious 
means of untold good. In the Letter to the Hebrews we 
read that on coming into the world the Son of God said, 
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here I come to do your will, O God. The distinctive thing 
was that he came to do this as one nailed to the Cross. 

Let us understand very clearly that the path of Christ 
is the path of suffering, death and only then of resurrection. 
The understanding and embrace of this is a great grace. 
Our Lord’s words to his disciples make it plain that the 
crowds would not be able to bear such a doctrine. Let us 
pray for the grace to appreciate the place of obedience in 
the midst of suffering in the plan of God, and how, if we 
wish to be Christ’s disciples, we must accept and embrace 
the Cross as he did. 


Vb»©«dv 
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Saturday of the Twenty-fifth Week of Ordinary Time 


Entrance Antiphon Cf. Sir 36: 18 Give peace, O Lord, 
to those who wait for you, that your prophets be found true. 
Hear the prayers of your servant, and of your people Israel. 

Collect Look upon us, O God, Creator and ruler of all 
things, and, that we may feel the working of your mercy, 
grant that we may serve you with all our heart. Through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with 
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God for ever and 
ever. 

Scripture today : Zechariah 2: 5-9.14-15; Psalm Jer. 31; 

Luke 9:43b-45 

While everyone was marvelling at all that Jesus did, 
he said to his disciples, Listen carefully to what I am about 
to tell you: The Son of Man is going to be betrayed into the 
hands of men. But they did not understand what this 
meant. It was hidden from them, so that they did not grasp 
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it, and they were afraid to ask him about it. (Luke 9:43b- 
45) 


The Cross Philip II of Macedon was father of 
Alexander the Great — and Philip has been called the 
greatest man that Europe had seen up to his day because of 
his military, diplomatic and general ability. I am quite 
convinced that the young and brilliant Alexander could 
never have done what he did against the Persian power 
were it not for the achievements of his outstanding father. 
But for our purposes here, let us remember the 
circumstances of Philip’s death. Philip had planned a 
sunrise assembly for the festival guests to watch a 
procession of the statues of the 12 Olympian Greek gods. 
One by one the 12 statues were carried through the theatre 
at Agai. Then a thirteenth image entered, one depicting 
Philip himself. So Philip pretended to divinity. This was 
the great man’s last act, for, dismissing most of his 
entourage into the audience, he entered the theatre after his 
statue, walking alone. As he walked out before the 
assembled crowd, a young man, Pausanias of Orestis, 
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jumped from the audience and stabbed Philip in the heart 
and then escaped on foot. Three of the King’s Bodyguards 
caught him after he tripped, and forthwith killed him. But 
notice Philip’s aspiration to greatness: he presented himself 
as a god, his immortality being disabused in the event. 
Years later, the young Alexander’s similar pretensions to 
divine origin did not impress his old teacher, the great 
philosopher Aristotle. The first Book of Maccabees has 
something to say of the famous son of Philip II: “ When the 
earth became quiet before him, he was exalted, and his 
heart was lifted up ... and after Alexander had reigned 
twelve years, he died ” (1:1-7). The point to be noted here 
is that for natural man, honour, fame, wealth, power 
constitute the perceived path to abundant life and glory. 
But God does not see as man sees. 

Thinking of Philip, Alexander and so many of the 
kings of the earth can help us appreciate the divine origin - 
indeed the very originality — of Jesus Christ. He came 
presenting himself as the fulfilment of the prophecies, the 
Messiah who would be the promised Blessing for “< 2 // the 
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families of the earth” (Genesis 12: 3), the King to whom 
would be given “ dominion and glory and kingdom, that all 
peoples, nations, and languages should serve him; his 
dominion is an everlasting dominion which shall not pass 
away, and his kingdom one that shall not be destroyed ” 
(Daniel 7: 14). For any detached observer, this would have 
to be counted as a breathtaking expectation, a stunning 
aspiration, an unparalleled idea in the history of kingship. 
The Jews expected such a person because it was a great 
prophecy, but the originality of Jesus Christ is manifested 
even here. The path to kingly glory which Jesus Christ 
insisted on was unexpected — though it too was in line 
with the prophecies. All this brings us to our Gospel 
passage today (Luke 9: 43b-45), for as our Lord told his 
disciples repeatedly, it was necessary for him to suffer if he 
was to enter into his glory. There are various times in our 
Lord’s public ministry when his Kingship was recognized. 
For instance, on one occasion the sons of Zebedee came 
with their mother to ask a favour of our Lord. The favour 
was that he place them one at his right and the other at his 
left in his kingly glory. They recognized his kingship — 
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but our Lord immediately told them that they did not know 
what they were asking. The path to glory was by way of 
the cross: “Will you drink the cup that I am going to 
drink?” Perhaps the most remarkable and convincing 
instance of this recognition occurred when our Lord was 
dying on the cross. It was the recognition of his kingly 
status by someone who was dying with him. Having 
rebuked his criminal colleague for his abusive statements 
to Jesus, the dying criminal turned to Jesus himself and 
asked, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your 
Kingdom .” 

This bespoke a grace of insight given to him directly 
from heaven, which placed suffering and death at the heart 
of the Kingship of the Messiah. Great graces can come, 
then, while dying. Let us pray that we shall be aided at the 
hour of our death. That man saw how radically different 
was Jesus Christ from the rulers of the earth! “ While 
everyone was marvelling at all that Jesus did, he said to his 
disciples, Listen carefully to what I am about to tell you: 
The Son of Man is going to be betrayed into the hands of 
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men As St Paul writes, his state was divine, but he did 
not cling to his glory but set it aside and became as men 
are, even to death on a cross. It was then that God his 
Father raised him up and on high. Let us ask for the grace 
to follow Christ closely, especially when the cross appears. 

-- 
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Twenty-sixth Sunday of Ordinary Time 


Entrance Antiphon Dn 3: 31, 29, 30, 43, 42 All that you 
have done to us, O Lord, you have done with true 
judgment, for we have sinned against you and not obeyed 
your commandments. But give glory to your name and 
deal with us according to the bounty of your mercy. 

Collect O God, who manifest your almighty power above 
all by pardoning and showing mercy, bestow, we pray, 
your grace abundantly upon us and make those hastening 
to attain your promises heirs to the treasures of heaven. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Amos 6:1a, 4-7; Psalm 146:7, 8-10; 

1 Timothy 6:11-16; Luke 16:19-31 

Jesus said to the Pharisees: "There was a rich man 
who dressed in purple garments and fine linen and dined 
sumptuously each day. And lying at his door was a poor 
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man named Lazarus, covered with sores, who would gladly 
have eaten his fill of the scraps that fell from the rich man's 
table. Dogs even used to come and lick his sores. When 
the poor man died, he was carried away by angels to the 
bosom of Abraham. The rich man also died and was 
buried, and from the netherworld, where he was in 
torment, he raised his eyes and saw Abraham far off and 
Lazarus at his side. And he cried out, 'Father Abraham, 
have pity on me. Send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger 
in water and cool my tongue, for I am suffering torment in 
these flames.' Abraham replied, 'My child, remember that 
you received what was good during your lifetime while 
Lazarus likewise received what was bad; but now he is 
comforted here, whereas you are tormented. Moreover, 
between us and you a great chasm is established to prevent 
anyone from crossing who might wish to go from our side 
to yours or from your side to ours. ’ He said, 'Then I beg 
you, father, send him to my father's house, for I have five 
brothers, so that he may warn them, lest they too come to 
this place of torment.' But Abraham replied, 'They have 
Moses and the prophets. Let them listen to them.' He said, 
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'Oh no, father Abraham, but if someone from the dead goes 
to them, they will repent.' Then Abraham said, 'If they will 
not listen to Moses and the prophets, neither will they be 
persuaded if someone should rise from the dead.'" (Luke 
16:19-31) 

The poor There have been many teachers of 
mankind and several are easily remembered. We think of 
the great Greek philosophers such as Socrates, Plato and 
Aristotle. We think of a few classical Roman writers such 
as Cicero. We think of religious figures of great influence 
such as Zoroaster or Buddha or Mahomet. We think of 
Moses and the Hebrew prophets. We notice how they each 
had their preferred way of expressing their doctrine. 
Towering above them all in influence and in sublimity of 
teaching is Jesus Christ. Observe that our Lord expresses 
his doctrine concretely and with imagery, and this is 
especially shown in his repeated use of the parable or story. 
Our Gospel passage today is a case in point in which our 
Lord, not content simply to direct us to help the poor, tells 
a story of the rich man who lacked all concern for the poor 
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man at the very gate of his home. The rich man “ dressed 
in purple garments and fine linen and dined sumptuously 
each day. And lying at his door was a poor man named 
Lazarus, covered with sores, who would gladly have eaten 
his fill of the scraps that fell from the rich man's table. 
Dogs even used to come and lick his sores ” (Luke 
16:19-31). There was no excuse whatever because the 
poor man was constantly before the rich man at his very 
gate. The sight of him was unavoidable and the rich man’s 
neglect would have involved a repeated, even a daily 
hard-heartedness that silently refused to do anything for the 
poor man. This was the story of his life and he passed out 
of this life unrepentant. That this deliberate neglect was a 
horror to God and profoundly offensive to him is shown in 
the condemnation of the rich man to Hell. When he died 
he was buried in Hell. Our parable tells us of how 
important to God is the poor man and how serious is our 
responsibility to assist him. So precious to God is the poor 
man that when he dies he is taken by the angels to the 
intimate friendship of Abraham. Our Lord is not intending 
here to set forth the dispositions the poor man needs in 
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order to be saved. He is just illustrating the simple point 
that God loves the poor man and looks on it as a most 
serious sin to neglect him. 

Our Lord’s teaching also shows that the true 
foundations of an ethical concern for those in need lie in 
religion. An atheistic or agnostic commitment to the poor 
and needy leaves out a consideration that is fundamental. 
That consideration is that the dictate of conscience that we 
assist the poor is an echo of the voice of God. Furthermore 
and very importantly, conscience dictates and God requires 
that we love and assist not only the poor at our very gate 
but all the poor that we can. The setting of our Lord’s 
parable is a rich man who has lying at the very gate of his 
mansion a poor man who is helpless. But what of a 
situation in which the poor man is by no means at the gate 
of someone’s home, but is out of sight and far away? The 
fact is that many in a prosperous country live in relative 
comfort and rarely see a poor and desperate person in the 
flesh. The poor are not lying prostrate at their gates. They 
do not see them every day, nor do they physically pass 
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them by, and because the poor are out of sight they are 
very easily out of mind — with the result that great 
numbers of the poor are neglected. That is to say, because 
we are not often coming across poor people ourselves in 
our everyday lives we can pass through much of life doing 
little for them. But we know full well that there are 
boundless numbers of the poor in the world and this fact is 
borne in on us every day by the media and the appeals of 
various bodies, including and especially the Church. The 
rich man of the parable had no excuse because the poor 
man Lazarus lay at his very gate where he passed by so 
very often when leaving his house. So too, due to the 
media and the efforts of other bodies of aid, we also have 
these poor, out of personal sight and perhaps far away, 
every day at our very gate, as it were. The poor of our 
country and our own towns and suburbs whom we may 
scarcely ever see in daily life are brought to our attention 
by numerous organizations who assist them and who are 
able to help us assist them. The Church is active in this 
work, and we as members of the Church ought also be 
active. The poor who are so far away in other countries are 
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brought to our very gates by the daily news, by television, 
by the Internet. Furthermore, there are numerous kinds of 
poor. There are those who are poor in financial resources. 
There are those who are poor in health, those poor in 
spiritual gifts and resources. Anyone truly in need ought 
be the object of our love and help. 

Let us take to heart what is so dear to God — the love 
and service of the poor. The special danger of those 
blessed by God with life in a prosperous country is that 
they can blithely neglect the poor. Whether at the gate or 
far away out of sight, they are precious to the heart of God 
and as our Lord teaches in Matthew 25, whatever we do to 
the poor, Christ will regard as having been done to him. 
We shall be rewarded or punished accordingly. Let us then 
put on the mind of Christ, and excel in our love for the 
poor. 

Further reading : The Catechism of the Catholic Church, 
no.2437-2442 (Justice and solidarity between nations) 

-- 
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Monday of the Twenty-sixth Week of Ordinary Time 


Entrance Antiphon Dn 3: 31, 29, 30, 43, 42 All that you 
have done to us, O Lord, you have done with true 
judgment, for we have sinned against you and not obeyed 
your commandments. But give glory to your name and 
deal with us according to the bounty of your mercy. 

Collect O God, who manifest your almighty power above 
all by pardoning and showing mercy, bestow, we pray, 
your grace abundantly upon us and make those hastening 
to attain your promises heirs to the treasures of heaven. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Zechariah 8:1-8; Psalm 102:16-23, 29; 

Luke 9:46-50 

An argument arose among the disciples about which 
of them was the greatest. Jesus realized the intention of 
their hearts and took a child and placed it by his side and 
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said to them, “Whoever receives this child in my name 
receives me, and whoever receives me receives the one who 
sent me. For the one who is least among all of you is the 
one who is the greatest. ” Then John said in reply, “Master, 
we saw someone casting out demons in your name and we 
tried to prevent him because he does not follow in our 
company. ” Jesus said to him, “Do not prevent him, for 
whoever is not against you is for you. ” (Luke 9:46-50) 

Humility There are many things that drive the 
animal world, and one of them is the drive (especially by 
males) to dominate. Place two dogs in the same setting and 
consistently show favour to one of them. It is not at all 
unlikely that the other dog will attack the one being 
favoured so as to be the “top dog” itself. In one form or 
another we see a similar pattern in numerous other families 
of animals, birds and insects. It is part of the drive to live, 
survive and propagate, but it results in one attacking the 
other in order to dominate the scene. How like the animal 
world is the human scene! If we consider the vast sweep of 
human history and especially the conflicts that distinguish 
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it, what is it that is at the root of the ebb and flow of human 
affairs? Among other things, it is the desire to dominate 
others and to be deemed the greatest. We see this in 
kingdoms, in communities, in organizations and in 
families. It is the source of so much suffering and evil and 
it would appear to be an inexorable pattern of human life. 
It constitutes much of the problem of evil. When we ask 
why is there evil in the world and why God is allowing it to 
go unchecked, included in this is the phenomenon of man 
desiring to be the greatest and ruthlessly to dominate his 
fellow man. We are asking why man is so much of a beast! 
The answer to this has been revealed. This desire to be the 
first among others and before God appeared even in the 
angelic rebellion against God. This same desire (“you will 
be like God”) led to the fall of man and became part of 
man’s crippled nature. It was played out in human history 
with its wars, conflicts and murders. God’s answer was to 
send his Son to show by his example and teaching a 
radically different way and to offer us the grace to follow 
it. That way is the way of humility and meekness. It is the 
way of the heart of Christ. Come to me, our Lord said, and 
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learn from me for I am meek and humble of heart, and you 
will find rest for your souls. The way of Christ is not to 
dominate but to serve in all humility, not to be the greatest 
but to be the least, even to death, death on a cross. 

In our Gospel passage today we read that “An 
argument arose among the disciples about which of them 
was the greatest. Jesus realized the intention of their 
hearts and took a child and placed it by his side and said to 
them, ‘Whoever receives this child in my name receives me, 
and whoever receives me receives the one who sent me. 
For the one who is least among all of you is the one who is 
the greatest (Luke 9:46-50). At the beginning of his 
public ministry our Lord was led by the Spirit of God into 
the desert to be tempted by the devil. At the end of his 
long fast he was taken by Satan in some sense to a high 
mountain and shown the kingdoms of the world. Satan 
claimed that they were all his to give to anyone he chose — 
suggesting that he himself had a hand in the rise and 
success of many empires and kingdoms. He offered it all 
to Christ if he would but fall down and adore him. Satan 
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wanted to be the first and the greatest. If much of the 
animal world manifests this desire to dominate and to be 
the greatest, if much of the history of mankind also shows 
this tendency, it distinguishes the demonic world. Satan 
wants to be the greatest. Christ revealed that God is the 
direct contrary to all of this. St Paul writes that though he 
was in the form of God — possessing the glory of God — 
Christ shed all this and became as men are and humbler 
still, even to embracing death on a cross. For this reason 
he was exalted. He told his disciples that the Son of Man 
did not come to be served but to serve and to give his life 
as a ransom for the many. At the Last Supper he suddenly 
rose and took a bowl and went from disciple to disciple, 
humbly washing the feet of each. Then he told them that 
just as he, whom they rightly called their Master and their 
Lord, washed their feet, so they should wash the feet of 
each other. That is the way of God. The other is the way 
of Satan. The one who chooses to be the least is the one 
who, in God’s sight, is the greatest. If we aspire to be 
children of God this must be the path in life we follow. 
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Let us strive to understand clearly that God is humble 
and serves humbly. We know this because Christ was 
humble and served humbly. He who sees me, he told his 
disciples at the Last Supper, sees the Father. The one who 
exalts himself, our Lord said, will be humbled, and the one 
who humbles himself will be exalted. Our Lord humbled 
himself and was exalted, and he invites us to follow his 
way. Let us who aspire to be his disciples resolve to 
follow in his footsteps every day. 

-- 
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Tuesday of the Twenty-sixth Week of Ordinary Time 


Entrance Antiphon Dn 3: 31, 29, 30, 43, 42 All that you 
have done to us, O Lord, you have done with true 
judgment, for we have sinned against you and not obeyed 
your commandments. But give glory to your name and 
deal with us according to the bounty of your mercy. 

Collect O God, who manifest your almighty power 
above all by pardoning and showing mercy, bestow, we 
pray, your grace abundantly upon us and make those 
hastening to attain your promises heirs to the treasures of 
heaven. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Zechariah 8: 20-23; Psalm 86; 

Luke 9: 51-56 

As the time approached for him to be taken up to 
heaven, Jesus resolutely set out for Jerusalem. And he sent 
messengers on ahead, who went into a Samaritan village to 
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get things ready for him; but the people there did not 
welcome him, because he was heading for Jerusalem. 
When the disciples James and John saw this, they asked, 
“Lord, do you want us to call fire down from heaven to 
destroy them?” But Jesus turned and rebuked them. Then 
he and his disciples went to another village. (Luke 9:51- 
56) 


Christ’s way Nature documentaries portraying the 
animal kingdom are usually popular. As mentioned in the 
reflection of yesterday, one notable feature of them is the 
drive among animals for supremacy — especially among 
the males. The head of the herd chases away contenders 
and fights to retain its position, till at length a stronger one 
advances to challenge, and wins. It is a matter of which 
commands the greater force. So too, one of the most 
obvious of the phenomena of human history is the use of 
force over others to attain one’s goals. At the beginning of 
the nineteenth century, Bonaparte, having secured France 
against invasion and having gained for himself the supreme 
position within France, decided that the time had come to 
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advance against Europe. The next decade of wars 
exemplified the ever-recurring pattern of using force to 
attain one’s goals — setting aside the obvious question of 
the moral character of those goals. There have been great 
movements in history of individuals and societies who 
have, in all sincerity, viewed their goals as being of 
immense benefit to mankind and of the highest moral 
worth, and then using force to impose and attain those 
goals. This, to say the least, has been many observers’ 
perception of Islam, and it has been many Muslims’ 
perception of certain others, including Christians. Now, 
the use of force to attain certain goals is, to a point and in 
certain respects, legitimate. For instance, a society has a 
certain right to use force. It may legitimately compel with 
due sanctions the observance of civil laws that are in 
accord with the moral law. But these natural rights of 
societies and their governments, as history bears witness, 
can often be abused and go awry. At this point and to its 
own great detriment, China compels with sanctions a one- 
child policy on married couples and denies religious 
freedom to Catholics in communion with the Pope. Now, 
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all I am drawing attention to here is the general pattern of 
using force over others to attain one’s goals. 

If anything can be said of Jesus Christ, it is that he had 
breathtakingly high goals, goals that were of immense 
benefit to the whole of humanity. His project was to 
redeem the entire world from sin and to open the gates of 
heaven to all. He himself set out to atone for the sins of 
mankind in his own person. The benefit of this would be 
brought and applied to each person who both 
acknowledged him in faith as Lord and King, and then 
lived accordingly. His Church was given the charge of 
making disciples of all the nations, for it was through 
discipleship that redemption would come to each. If ever 
there was a goal, this was it. But what was to be the 
method of attaining it? Alexander the Great, inheriting the 
formidable foundations laid by his outstanding father, set 
out at the head of his army, his cavalry, and other military 
resources, and went forth to conquer. He attained his goals 
by force. But what of Jesus Christ, an incomparably 
greater King than Alexander, and one anointed to be such 
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by his heavenly Father? All of this brings us to our Gospel 
today (Luke 9:51-56), which certainly reveals the mind of 
Jesus Christ in this matter. To begin with, our Lord was 
resolutely on his way to Jerusalem. This was not to take 
the City by force (as Mahomet did of Mecca). It was to 
accept immense suffering and death as a result of his 
witness to the truth about himself before the highest 
religious authorities of the nation. That was to be the 
method of attaining his goal of the redemption of mankind. 
This was the means of establishing his Kingdom. “As the 
time approached for him to be taken up to heaven, Jesus 
resolutely set out for Jerusalem .” The next incident given 
us is similarly revealing. The Samaritans refused him 
hospitality, and James and John urged punishment from 
heaven. “But Jesus turned and rebuked them. Then he and 
his disciples went to another village .” The method of Jesus 
Christ in attaining his goals was love, love for enemies and 
witnessing to the truth of his person amid suffering unto 
death. It was to be a Kingdom of love. 
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When, at the beginning of Christ’s Passion, Simon 
Peter drew his sword and cut off the ear of a member of the 
arresting party, Christ commanded him to put away his 
sword. He had to drink his cup (John 18:11). Christ had 
all the power to use force: “Do you doubt that if I call upon 
my Father, even now, he will send more than twelve 
legions of angels to my side ?” (Matthew 26:53). But force 
is not the way of Jesus Christ. His great weapon is the 
obedient witness to the Truth, that Truth being himself. 
This witness is especially fruitful when borne in the midst 
of suffering, and supremely so when unto death. The blood 
of martyrs is the seed of the Church. Let us follow Christ’s 
way! 

-- 
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Wednesday of the Twenty-sixth Week Ordinary Time 


Entrance Antiphon Dn 3: 31, 29, 30, 43, 42 All that you 
have done to us, O Lord, you have done with true 
judgment, for we have sinned against you and not obeyed 
your commandments. But give glory to your name and 
deal with us according to the bounty of your mercy. 

Collect O God, who manifest your almighty power above 
all by pardoning and showing mercy, bestow, we pray, 
your grace abundantly upon us and make those hastening 
to attain your promises heirs to the treasures of heaven. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Nehemiah 2:1-8; Psalm 137:1-6; 

Luke 9:57-62 

As Jesus and his disciples were proceeding on their 
journey, someon e said to him, “I will follow you wherever 
you go. ” Jesus answered him, “Foxes have dens and birds 
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of the sky have nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to 
rest his head. ” And to another he said, “Follow me. ” But 
he replied, “Lord, let me go first and bury my father. ” But 
he answered him, “Let the dead bury their dead. But you, 
go and proclaim the Kingdom of God. ” And another said, 
“I will follow you, Lord, but first let me say farewell to my 
family at home. ” Jesus answered him, “No one who sets a 
hand to the plow and looks to what was left behind is fit for 
the Kingdom of God. ” (Luke 9:57-62) 

True happiness There are some questions that 
many never ask and which they would regard as strange 
questions. They are the kind of questions that presume a 
sense of wonder at the way things are. For instance, there 
is the question, Why is there anything at all? Putting it 
slightly differently, Why isn’t there just nothingl Not only 
is there not nothing, but our extraordinarily vast universe of 
visible things (not considering, here, an invisible universe) 
is not chaotic but manifests order and beauty and causality 
everywhere. Why is it so? Now, there is another question 
related to the previous one. The presence of suffering and 
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unhappiness in life has always been a mystery. We call it 
the problem of evil. But consider the other side of the coin. 
Why is there happiness in human life anyhow? We do not 
enjoy complete happiness, of course, but nor do we suffer 
from its complete absence. There is a fair degree of 
happiness in the world together with, of course, a great deal 
of sorrow, evil and suffering. But why is there not 
complete sorrow everywhere? In any case, whence comes 
our yearning for absolute happiness? We yearn to be happy 
in an absolute sense and not just relatively, or to a point. 
That is, we desire to be absolutely happy. Let me suggest 
that, just as the being — i.e., the things — of our 
experience point to a Source of being beyond, so too the 
happiness we enjoy and of which we yearn an abundance 
points to a Source and Term beyond. Let us make a further 
general point about happiness. Experience of life suggests 
to us that during our life here we shall never be absolutely 
happy, but despite this we still seek the truest and fullest 
happiness. We seek it while knowing that it will not be 
attained fully here. The pressing question is, wherein lies 
true happiness? Well, this must be said, that experience 
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teaches us that it will not be attained simply by setting out 
to be happy. True happiness comes from seeking 
something other than mere happiness itself — though we 
long for happiness. Happiness is a fruit or reward of 
serving and attaining some object of superlative worth. 
Experience suggests that the fullest happiness also comes 
by serving that object totally, whatever it proves to be. 

Yes, experience and reflection suggest that the 
greatest happiness in this life comes from a total surrender 
to something of the highest worth. This general 
observation can come to any thinking person reflecting on 
life and the world, but the concrete question is, in what 
exactly and specifically does my greatest happiness lie? 
Before this great question constantly posed by the heart of 
man there emerges the figure of Jesus Christ. He presents 
himself unequivocally as the happiness of man. It is for 
union with him, the Christian religion states, that we were 
made. It is the greatest claim in human history. In its 
resounding and audacious simplicity it cuts through all the 
claims of philosophy and religion that clamour for man’s 
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attention. Christ is the answer to man’s cry for happiness 
precisely because he is the answer to sinful man’s cry to be 
good. More fundamental than our need to be happy is our 
need to be good and holy — and loved. The fruit of 
holiness is authentic happiness. We are beset by sin and it 
is this which is the cause of our unhappiness, together with 
the evil and suffering so rampant in the world. There are 
some things that absolutely distinguish man. There is his 
rationality and his freedom. But there is also his very 
conscience, his moral sense, his sense of right and wrong. 
This power within him declares that, most fundamental in 
all his projects — even more fundamental than his desire to 
be happy — is his duty to do good and to avoid evil. Sin is 
our problem and goodness is our need. Christ is the answer 
to this for he is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of 
the world. He is the centre and the heart of the world and 
our happiness lies in knowing, loving and serving him. But 
— and this is crucially important — we are called to do 
this totally. Our happiness will lie in a total surrender to 
and following of Christ. In this sense he is the answer to 
man’s need. Christ has come and he invites us to be his 
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friends, but totally so. Indeed, he asks from us what God 
asks, that we love him with all our heart, mind, soul and 
strength. 

This is the point of our Gospel passage today (Luke 
9:57-62). It presents three prospective followers. To each 
our Lord insists on a total following of him. That is what 
he asks, and if we accept the invitation, happiness will be 
ours here, and it will be ours beyond imagining hereafter. 
Life is short and eternity long. There is not a lot of time to 
discover wherein lies our happiness. Christ tells us. It lies 
in a total friendship with him and in loving him with all our 
heart. If we love him we shall keep his commandments. 
The Church’s message to mankind is, look to Jesus and 
enter into friendship with him. Then in obedience to God, 
follow his way. If you do this, happiness will be yours. 

-- 
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Thursday of the Twenty-sixth Week of Ordinary Time 


Entrance Antiphon Dan 3:31, 29, 30, 43, 42 All that you 
have done to us, O Lord, you have done with true 
judgment, for we have sinned against you and not obeyed 
your commandments. But give glory to your name and 
deal with us according to the bounty of your mercy. 

Collect O God, who manifest your almighty power above 
all by pardoning and showing mercy, bestow, we pray, 
your grace abundantly upon us and make those hastening 
to attain your promises heirs to the treasures of heaven. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Nehemiah 8:1-12; Psalm 19: 8-11; 

Luke 10:1-12 

Jesus appointed seventy-two other disciples whom he 
sent ahead of him in pairs to every town and place he 
intended to visit. He said to them, “The harvest is 


- 2084 - 



abundant but the labourers are few; so ask the master of 
the harvest to send out labourers for his harvest. Go on 
your way; behold, I am sending you like lambs among 
wolves. Carry no money bag, no sack, no sandals; and 
greet no one along the way. Into whatever house you 
enter, first say, ‘Peace to this household. ’ If a peaceful 
person lives there, your peace will rest on him; but if not, it 
will return to you. Stay in the same house and eat and 
drink what is offered to you, for the labourer deserves his 
payment. Do not move about from one house to another. 
Whatever town you enter and they welcome you, eat what 
is set before you, cure the sick in it and say to them, ‘The 
Kingdom of God is at hand for you. ’ Whatever town you 
enter and they do not receive you, go out into the streets 
and say, ‘The dust of your town that clings to our feet, even 
that we shake off against you. ’ Yet know this: the Kingdom 
of God is at hand. I tell you, it will be more tolerable for 
Sodom on that day than for that town. ” (Luke 10:1-12) 

The Kingdom of God There is one aspect of the 
phenomenon of Christ and his work which is both essential 
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and distinctive. If we think of Buddha, we think of one 
who searched for the key to life and happiness, and who 
taught his disciples the key he had found. That his 
“religion” grew to the proportions it did and extended so 
widely is something that simply happened — that is to say, 
I do not think it was his design. He scarcely aimed to 
create what we might call a religious empire or kingdom. 
Nor did Confucius. I really wonder whether Mahomet had 
that in mind from the beginning either — if he did have 
this intention, I strongly suspect it came to him only later 
when his movement was gathering momentum and having 
political and military success. I suspect that the religion 
inspired by Mahomet’s “revelations” became aggressively 
missionary only as a later development when it was seen to 
be feasible (and with force). But with Christ the case is 
different. From the very beginning of his ministry, as one 
suddenly appearing out of complete obscurity, he intended 
to inaugurate what we might call a universal empire. It 
was to be a world-wide empire, but one not one of this 
world. Christ came to establish a Kingdom which, while 
all other kingdoms on this earth — by whatever name they 
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are designated — rise and fall, his would conquer the earth 
and would have no end. Indeed, though the earth itself 
should (and will) fail, his throne will, by his design, last 
forever. This Kingdom was the kingdom not of Rome, nor 
of ancient Israel, nor was it any other earthly power. Nor 
did it rely on earthly weapons. In fact it began, by God’s 
intent, most inauspiciously — for it was the Kingdom of 
God and of Heaven. It was the dominion of God himself, 
relying on his power. Christ came to make of the world the 
arena of the dominion of God, the lordship God himself 
intended to exercise over all the nations. He did not just 
come to offer a revelation and to leave it to people to learn 
of it and to embrace it, as might a great philosopher leave 
his teaching to his trusted disciples. Christ came to reveal, 
and to conquer the world with his revelation. 

That revelation in the first instance is himself. He 
himself is the heart and soul of the Kingdom of heaven, the 
Kingdom of God. Being a member of this Kingdom means 
being his loving and genuine disciple. To associate with 
him means associating with him in his mission to make 
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disciples of all the nations. We might say that Christ’s 
mission is essentially and distinctively imperialistic — 
though informed by the most profound humility. Christ 
meant from the very beginning to launch and establish a 
world-wide Empire and he meant all his disciples to devote 
themselves to its extension. Its methods are not those of 
the empires of this world, but the methods of Christ. His 
supremely effective method is that of the Cross. Being 
crucified is his greatest and most fruitful method. He 
requires that those who wish to come after him and assist 
him in establishing and extending the dominion of God 
over the hearts of men must be crucified with him. This is 
done by faithfully doing the will of God every day in union 
with him. As St Paul, the Church’s missionary par 
excellence writes, with Christ I am nailed to the cross. 
This is the way Christ’s world-wide and eternal empire is 
established. The Cross is its life. Our Gospel today 
describes the beginnings of all this during our Lord’s 
public ministry. “ Jesus appointed seventy-two other 
disciples whom he sent ahead of him in pairs to every town 
and place he intended to visit. He said to them, ‘The 
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harvest is abundant but the labourers are few; so ask the 
master of the harvest to send out labourers for his harvest. 
Go on your way; behold, I am sending you like lambs 
among wolves (Luke 10:1-12). One of the sad anomalies 
of what we might call the Christian Fact is that so many 
who associate with Christ have not understood that their 
association with him means that they are called to be 
missionary. They are soldiers extending the Kingdom. 
The life of the Christian must be apostolic. Christ expects 
each of his disciples to bear constant and daily witness to 
him before the world — in accordance with their vocation, 
capacities and circumstances. 

Let us read our Gospel passage of today 
understanding that Christ means to address his words there 
to each of his disciples. Do you wish to be in his company 
and to accept the offer of his divine friendship? Then it 
means walking and working with him. It means being 
apostolic in your everyday life. It means doing what you 
can to gather the harvest for Christ so that God may reign. 

-- 
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Friday of the Twenty-sixth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Dan 3:31, 29, 30, 43, 42 All that you 
have done to us, O Lord, you have done with true 
judgment, for we have sinned against you and not obeyed 
your commandments. But give glory to your name and 
deal with us according to the bounty of your mercy. 

Collect O God, who manifest your almighty power above 
all by pardoning and showing mercy, bestow, we pray, 
your grace abundantly upon us and make those hastening 
to attain your promises heirs to the treasures of heaven. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Baruch 1:15-22; Psalm 79: lb-5, 8, 9; 

Luke 10:13-16 

Jesus said to them, “Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to 
you, Bethsaida! For if the mighty deeds done in your midst 
had been done in Tyre and Sidon, they would long ago 
have repented, sitting in sackcloth and ashes. But it will be 


- 2090 - 



more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon at the judgment than for 
you. And as for you, Capernaum, ‘Will you be exalted to 
heaven? You will go down to the netherworld. ’ Whoever 
listens to you listens to me. Whoever rejects you rejects 
me. And whoever rejects me rejects the one who sent me. ” 
(Luke 10:13-16) 

Repentance Cardinal Newman in one of his early 
Catholic writings expresses some wonder at the spectacle 
of certain individuals who have a degree of faith in God 
and in Christ and the Church, but whose lives in so many 
ways were set in a course of open sin and criminality. He 
wondered at the gift of faith that persisted in lives that were 
greatly at variance with the obvious requirements of 
religious faith. That certainly is one aspect of such a 
situation: the gift of faith can survive serious sin. But the 
other is the more obvious, namely that the lack of moral 
practice in one’s life can totally impede the flourishing of a 
life of faith. Indeed, this is one of the most common 
problems and tragedies in the life of religious persons. It is 
that what they know and believe to be the case in their 
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religion is not thoroughly translated into their own concrete 
practice, whether it be in thought, word or actual deed. 
Putting it differently, there is not enough thoroughgoing 
repentance in their lives. They do not repent of their sins 
and renounce them, and this pattern of repentance is not 
ongoing and repeated. For, as we see in the Gospels, 
repentance was first and foremost in the preaching of 
Christ and indeed throughout both the Old and New 
Testaments. The prophets were constantly preaching 
repentance and warning that unless the chosen people 
repented from their sins, disaster would come. Repentance 
is a fundamental teaching of Revelation. John the Baptist 
preached repentance from sin and made it clear that 
repentance was a prerequisite for the Kingdom of God. Fie 
condemned the scribes and Pharisees for refusing to repent. 
Our Lord began his ministry with a call for repentance. It 
is the lament of our Lord in today’s Gospel against the 
towns of Chorazin and Bethsaida and Capernaum that they 
refused to repent. So serious was it that our Lord made it 
plain that they were heading for no less than Hell (Luke 
10:13-16). 
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Closely connected with and implied in the call to 
repent, is the call to accept in faith what Christ and his 
Church teach to be sins. There is little chance that a person 
will repent of his sins if he has come to regard his sinful 
actions as not being sinful anyway, or that it is for his “own 
conscience” to decide whether a certain kind of thought or 
act is sinful or not, or that sin does not matter much 
because there is a question mark over the very fact of God. 
If a person has very little sense of personal sin then his sins 
will remain unrepented of and therefore unforgiven. If a 
person does not take God to be his Teacher in the matter of 
morality and sin, then he will be in darkness as to what 
constitutes sin. He will be deciding for himself and he will 
be progressively calling good evil and evil good. Christ is 
God and is the revelation of God. He is the Truth and 
gives us the grace to live according to the Truth. Now, in 
our Gospel passage today our Lord not only condemns the 
towns for not accepting his message and repenting of their 
sins and unbelief but he goes on to state to his disciples — 
in other words to the infant Church — that “whoever 
listens to you listens to me. Whoever rejects you rejects 
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me. And whoever rejects me rejects the one who sent me ” 
(Luke 10:13-16). It is a reminder to the Christian that 
Christ speaks to contemporary man through the teaching 
Church, the Church he founded. He who listens to the 
Church which Christ founded on the Twelve with Peter at 
their head, listens to him. When the Church teaches that 
this or that is sin, then Christ’s faithful should accept this 
as coming from Christ. When the Church, teaching in the 
name of Christ, declares that this or that practice is 
morally wrong, then people risk their eternal salvation by 
disregarding that teaching, just as the towns our Lord 
addresses in today’s Gospel were risking their eternal 
salvation for disregarding Christ's word. In practical 
morality each person must be alive to the reality and 
authority of God and Christ and his Church. If the 
authority of Christ and his Church is genuinely accepted, 
then one’s moral life is on a secure footing. Ongoing 
repentance from what God reveals to be sin is then 
possible. 
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A great saint of the modem age gave his key to 
perseverance. It was, “Now I begin!” By this he meant that 
we ought be starting again each day. This pattern of 
repeated beginnings in life especially applies to 
repentance. We must be repenting again and again daily 
throughout life and many times each day. It is not enough 
to repent once or a few times in life because of major 
religious experiences. It has to be occurring constantly and 
it means repentance from small, venial sins. Holiness is 
impossible if we are not repenting from venial sins. So 
then, now I begin! 

-- 
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Saturday of the Twenty-sixth Week of Ordinary Time 


Entrance Antiphon Dn 3: 31, 29, 30, 43, 42 All that you 
have done to us, O Lord, you have done with true 
judgment, for we have sinned against you and not obeyed 
your commandments. But give glory to your name and 
deal with us according to the bounty of your mercy. 

Collect O God, who manifest your almighty power above 
all by pardoning and showing mercy, bestow, we pray, 
your grace abundantly upon us and make those hastening 
to attain your promises heirs to the treasures of heaven. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Baruch 4:5-12, 27-29; Psalm 69:33-37; 

Luke 10:17-24 

The seventy-two disciples returned rejoicing and said 
to Jesus, “Lord, even the demons are subject to us because 
of your name. ’’ Jesus said, “I have observed Satan fall like 
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lightning from the sky. Behold, I have given you the power 
‘to tread upon serpents ’ and scorpions and upon the full 
force of the enemy and nothing will harm you. 
Nevertheless, do not rejoice because the spirits are subject 
to you, but rejoice because your names are written in 
heaven. ” At that very moment he rejoiced in the Holy Spirit 
and said, “I give you praise, Father, Lord of heaven and 
earth, for although you have hidden these things from the 
wise and the learned you have revealed them to the 
childlike. Yes, Father, such has been your gracious will. 
All things have been handed over to me by my Father. No 
one knows who the Son is except the Father, and who the 
Father is except the Son and anyone to whom the Son 
wishes to reveal him. ” Turning to the disciples in private 
he said, “Blessed are the eyes that see what you see. For I 
say to you, many prophets and kings desired to see what 
you see, but did not see it, and to hear what you hear, but 
did not hear it. ” (Luke 10:17-24) 

Written in heaven Many years ago I had my first 
opportunity of spending several weeks in Israel, the Holy 
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Land. I spent the time visiting the scenes that feature in 
Scripture, especially scenes of the Gospels. On one 
occasion I was sitting in the area where our Lord is thought 
to have been scourged, now named the “Ecce Homo.” 
While seated there, a tourist paused with me and we began 
talking. I asked him what he did and he replied with gusto, 
“Oh! I am just a tailor. But I am a member of Jesus 
Christ!” What he was saying was that while his profession 
would not be regarded as very important, what was 
indisputably important and what gave to him a tremendous 
dignity was the fact that he was a member of Jesus Christ. 
I presume (and hope) that he understood that this derived 
especially from his baptism and from the life of faith that 
led to and derived from baptism. Our being in Christ is 
indeed our glory and our boast. Our principal glory is not 
what we might do or be in a natural sense, although in 
Christ our profession and works become important and a 
very significant means of sanctification and apostolate. 
The mystery proclaimed by the Church is that proclaimed 
by St Paul in one of his Letters: Christ in you, your hope of 
glory! No matter how modest our individual abilities, no 
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matter how ordinary we rank in comparison with others in 
terms of notable achievements, our glory lies in being in 
Christ and in knowing him. Our Lord said at the Last 
Supper that eternal life consists in this, to know you, 
Father, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. In our 
Gospel passage today the disciples returned rejoicing and 
said to Jesus, “Lord, even the demons are subject to us 
because of your name.” Our Lord acknowledged that he 
had given them a special share in his own powers to 
combat the Enemy, but that was not their greatest boast. 
What was important was that they were the object of God’s 
special choice. “ Nevertheless Christ said, “do not rejoice 
because the spirits are subject to you, but rejoice because 
your names are written in heaven.” 

The average person is what we might call the little 
person, the ordinary person, the person who will not make 
much of a splash. He will not display nor exercise 
outstanding gifts. Nor will his achievements be especially 
noticed beyond his natural circle in life. He will probably 
pass out of this world and soon be forgotten by the world 
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except for his family and friends. But if he has been of the 
great family of Christ’s faithful through faith and the 
Sacraments, and if he has been truly faithful to his 
Christian calling, then however obscure might have been 
his life, heaven will rejoice in him. For consider the cause 
of our Lord’s rejoicing in our passage today. “At that very 
moment he rejoiced in the Holy Spirit and said, ‘I give you 
praise, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, for although you 
have hidden these things from the wise and the learned you 
have revealed them to the childlike. Yes, Father, such has 
been your gracious will ”’ The Christian knows the Person 
of Christ and has come to love him. His life will be of 
incalculable worth if he loves Christ profoundly and makes 
Christ his all. Our Lord goes on to stress that his disciples 
have what the prophets and holy men of the Old Testament 
longed to have but did not, and that was him. They would 
love to have known, loved, followed and served him in life, 
but such was not the providence of God for them. But his 
disciples before him now had this treasure. “ Turning to the 
disciples in private he said, ‘Blessed are the eyes that see 
what you see. For I say to you, many prophets and kings 
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desired to see what you see, but did not see it, and to hear 
what you hear, but did not hear it’.” (Luke 10:17-24) 
Man’s glory is his calling to know and love Christ and to 
live in him. The greatest instance of this glory is the 
Virgin Mary, mother of God the Son made man. Humble, 
relatively unknown, with no public mission on the stage of 
human affairs, she was the holiest and greatest human 
person in the sight of God. Her greatness consisted 
certainly in her special vocation as the Mother of God, but 
most especially in her perfect union with her Son. 

Let us who are in Christ rejoice that our names are 
written in heaven. Let us never imperil this wonderful 
destiny that God has planned for us. It will be imperilled 
by a lack of fidelity to the One in whom we have been 
chosen from all eternity. St Paul writes in one of his 
Letters that before the world began God chose us in Christ 
to be holy and full of love in his sight. What a catastrophe 
if we throw all this away for something else! Christ is our 
treasure and all our prospects lie in knowing, loving and 
serving him. 
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Twenty-seventh Sunday of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Est 4: 17 Within your will, O 
Lord, all things are established, and there is none that can 
resist your will. For you have made all things, the heaven 
and the earth, and all that is held within the circle of 
heaven; you are the Lord of all. 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, who in the abundance 
of your kindness surpass the merits and the desires of those 
who entreat you, pour out your mercy upon us to pardon 
what conscience dreads and to give what prayer does not 
dare to ask. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever 

Scripture today : Habbakuk 1: 2-3; 2: 2-4; Ps 94; 

2 Timothy 1: 6-8.13-14; Luke 17: 5-10 

The apostles said to the Lord, "Increase our faith." 
The Lord replied, "If you have faith the size of a mustard 
seed, you would say to this mulberry tree, 'Be uprooted and 
planted in the sea, ’ and it would obey you. "Who among 


- 2102 - 



you would say to your servant who has just come in from 
ploughing or tending sheep in the field, 'Come here 
immediately and take your place at table'? Would he not 
rather say to him, 'Prepare something for me to eat. Put 
on your apron and wait on me while I eat and drink. You 
may eat and drink when I am finished'? Is he grateful to 
that servant because he did what was commanded? So 
should it be with you. When you have done all you have 
been commanded, say, We are unprofitable servants; we 
have done what we were obliged to do."' (Luke 17:5-10) 

The daily Yes I once heard a bishop suggest that 
the feast of the Annunciation of the Lord (March 25) ought 
be celebrated as a holy day of obligation. The suggestion 
shows the day’s importance. The Gospel scene of the 
Annunciation in St Luke is full of significance. The Angel 
addresses Mary with profound respect as the one who is 
full of grace. The Lord is with her. His words place in the 
forefront of Mary’s life the grace of God which made her 
the all-holy person she is. His words remind us that God’s 
grace is the life and the foundation of holiness. But there is 
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the other side to a life of holiness which is expressed by 
Mary’s response to the Angel. “ Behold the handmaid of 
the Lord,” Mary said. “ Be it done unto me according to 
your word.” Mary was full of grace, and grace was indeed 
the source of her gifts and her holiness. But it required her 
cooperation. In that sense, through the grace of God, she 
herself merited the profound respect shown her by the 
Angel. In everything she depended on God and his grace, 
but in another sense in his plans God depended on her free 
response. Thus through her free and ongoing response 
Mary merited the holiness she attained by means of the 
grace of God. The thought of Mary leads us to think on the 
one hand of the grace of God sustaining us in everything, 
and on the other of how through our obedience and faith 
we merit the reward of holiness and eternal life. In our 
Gospel passage today our Lord speaks of the active power 
of God uprooting a tree and planting it in the sea (Luke 
17:5-10). It reminds us of the power of grace on which we 
depend. The Gospel also refers to our duty, reminding us 
that by our obedience to God we merit salvation. In the 
history of the Church there have been two errors in respect 
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to this point. In the early Church a priest by the name of 
Pelagius taught that it is through our own efforts that we 
attain holiness and salvation. Pelagius probably saw many 
people making little effort to follow our Lord closely and 
saw the results of that in their lack of a Christian life. On 
the other hand he perhaps saw those who made every effort 
and saw the good results of this. He concluded and laid it 
down that everything depends on our own efforts. 

The Church, particularly St Augustine, stated that this 
was a great error. Everything depends ultimately on the 
grace of God. This is the Catholic doctrine. By God’s 
grace at our baptism we are made just and holy and our 
sins are taken away. This is not just how God chooses to 
regard us, but is the effect in us of the gift of his grace. By 
means of this gift of grace we are able freely to respond in 
faith and obedience to Christ. That grace is God’s gift and 
initiative. If we respond to this gift in faith and obedience 
we are then able — again, by the assistance and power of 
God’s grace — to merit further gifts of grace from God. 
His grace grants us an habitual share in his Trinitarian life. 
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It sanctifies us and unless it is destroyed by serious sin it 
gives us an abiding friendship with him. There are also 
many other kinds of grace apart from this habitual 
sanctifying grace. There are actual graces that are offered 
to us for specific circumstances. There are those graces 
proper to each Sacrament, and there are special graces or 
charisms that God grants to this or that person for the good 
of others and the Church. Through his grace God precedes, 
prepares and elicits our free response to him. It responds to 
our deepest desires and it calls for our full cooperation. So 
all our life we must seek and depend on the grace of God. 
At the same time, there has been the opposite error of 
thinking that nothing other than grace is involved in our 
sanctification and salvation. Grace is fundamental and 
constantly necessary, but so is our free cooperation. While 
whatever we merit from our obedience and cooperation 
with God is, in the first instance, due to the grace of God, 
unless we freely cooperate, little will come of it. Grace 
comes first and foremost, but our efforts are next and also. 
When I was young, a priest once said that holiness is 99% 
due to the grace of God, and 1% due to our efforts. But we 
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must put in that full 1%, and that is our whole strength. All 
will fall if we fail to put in our bit, and that 1 % bit is our 
full effort to love God with all our mind, heart and soul. 
We have a mighty God that we can rely on, one who pours 
into our hearts his wonderful help that can take us so very 
far and that can produce a wonderful harvest of holiness in 
our life. But we must, we must, co-operate. 

But just as with the virgin Mary, God awaits our daily 
and constant assent. We must choose to say our daily 
“yes” to all the calls of his divine plan for us, and then live 
out that assent in our daily duties and responsibilities. 
With that free cooperation God can work wonders in our 
souls far beyond our imagining. Let us then begin again 
every day, saying “yes” to whatever God wants to do with 
us, for us, in us, and through us. It is through his grace and 
our efforts that his divine plan for our salvation and the 
salvation of others will be achieved. 

Further reading : The Catechism of the Catholic Church, 
no. 1996-2016 (Grace) 
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Monday of the Twenty-seventh Week of Ordinary Time 


Entrance Antiphon Cf. Est 4: 17 Within your will, O 
Lord, all things are established, and there is none that can 
resist your will. For you have made all things, the heaven 
and the earth, and all that is held within the circle of 
heaven; you are the Lord of all. 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, who in the abundance 
of your kindness surpass the merits and the desires of those 
who entreat you, pour out your mercy upon us to pardon 
what conscience dreads and to give what prayer does not 
dare to ask. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever 

Scripture today : Jonah 1:1-2:1-2, 11; Jonah 2:3, 4, 5, 8; 

Luke 10:25-37 

There was a scholar of the law who stood up to test 
Jesus and said, “Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal 
life? ” Jesus said to him, “What is written in the law? How 
do you read it?” He said in reply, “You shall love the 
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Lord, your God, with all your heart, with all your being, 
with all your strength, and with all your mind, and your 
neighbour as yourself. ” He replied to him, “You have 
answered correctly; do this and you will live. ” But because 
he wished to justify himself, he said to Jesus, “And who is 
my neighbour?” Jesus replied, “A man fell victim to 
robbers as he went down from Jerusalem to Jericho. They 
stripped and beat him and went off leaving him half-dead. 
A priest happened to be going down that road, but when he 
saw him, he passed by on the opposite side. Likewise a 
Levite came to the place, and when he saw him, he passed 
by on the opposite side. But a Samaritan traveller who 
came upon him was moved with compassion at the sight. 
He approached the victim, poured oil and wine over his 
wounds and bandaged them. Then he lifted him up on his 
own animal, took him to an inn, and cared for him. The 
next day he took out two silver coins and gave them to the 
innkeeper with the instruction, ‘Take care of him. If you 
spend more than what I have given you, I shall repay you 
on my way back. ’ Which of these three, in your opinion, 
was neighbour to the robbers’ victim?” He answered, 
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“The one who treated him with mercy. ” Jesus said to him, 
“Go and do likewise. ” (Luke 10:25-37) 

Being a neighbour However commendable it is to 
love others and help them, in itself it is nothing 
exceptional. A father loves his children and tries to help 
them, as does a wife and mother. A person might love his 
friends and often try to help them. We naturally help those 
who are in the circle we move about in and they are the 
natural object of our love. If someone were to observe the 
radius of love and help that emanates from the average 
person I think he would find that generally it embraces his 
friends and those relatives whom he counts as friends. 
That is to say that there is nothing unusual in there being a 
pattern in a person’s life of being nice and helpful to 
others. This is because that helpfulness generally is 
extended to those to whom one is naturally drawn. The 
fact is that there is also a legitimate self-interest at stake in 
being good to those to whom one is naturally bound. A 
person who did not show love and helpfulness to his 
spouse, his children and his friends would not have an easy 
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life. What is exceptional and admirable is when this love 
and practical charity is extended to those with whom one 
normally has nothing to do. In the case where there is no 
chance of receiving much appreciation, recognition or 
return of friendship, then helpfulness is truly out of the 
ordinary. Even the non-believer recognizes this. In our 
Gospel passage today our Lord is asked by a scholar of the 
law how one is to get to heaven. Our Lord asked him — a 
scholar of the Law — to answer his own question by 
telling him what the Law of God in the Scriptures states. 
The scribe gives the right answer which is that we must 
love God with all our heart and our neighbour as ourself. 
Then (so as not to look foolish) he asks our Lord a 
subsidiary question: who, then, is my neighbour? Our Lord 
in reply tells the famous parable of the Good Samaritan 
who helped the one in need, even though that person in 
need had nothing whatever to do with him. Whoever he 
might be, our neighbour is the one in need. Putting it 
differently, we are a true neighbour to the one in need if we 
help him, whoever he might be (Luke 10:25-37). 
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So then, our Lord reveals to us that our salvation 
depends on our helping whoever is in need. This is the 
sense in which we must love our neighbour as ourself and 
so attain salvation. Our Lord vividly drives home the point 
elsewhere when he describes the General Judgment at the 
end of time. In chapter 25 of Matthew’s Gospel we read 
how all the nations will be gathered together in Christ’s 
presence when he comes and presides as Judge. All 
mankind will be separated into two groups. Those on his 
left will go to hell and those on his right will go to heaven. 
What will be the deciding factor in each case? It will be 
whether a person has helped the one in need. So seriously 
does our Lord take this matter that he identifies with the 
least person in need. When I was hungry you did not give 
me to eat , the King and Judge will say. Lord , they will ask, 
when did we see you hungry? Whatever you did to the least 
of these brothers of mine you did to me. Christ is brother to 
all men, but most especially to the poor and the afflicted, 
whatever the affliction may be. It is to them especially that 
he has made himself a "neighbour." So it has always been a 
distinguishing feature of the Christian religion that its best 
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practitioners are noted for their love and service of the poor 
and afflicted, and that — very importantly — the 
motivation for their love of the poor is their love of Christ 
himself. They see in the poor the face of Christ because 
they know that Christ identifies with the poor. Thus the 
Church had in its midst St Vincent de Paul. Thus, too, it 
had in its midst St Teresa of Calcutta. They helped the 
poor with their corporal works of mercy, but they were the 
first to recognize and proclaim that poverty comes in a 
multiplicity of forms, including spiritual and emotional. 
Our great exemplar is the almighty Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ who loved fallen and stricken man and who 
did not hesitate to give up his Only-begotten Son so as to 
save the world from eternal misery. God impoverished 
himself so that we who were and are poor might be rich. 
God made himself a neighbour to stricken man. He is the 
great Good Samaritan, our exemplar. Let us then do as our 
heavenly Father has done, or at least pray for the grace day 
in and day out to do so. 
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Let us start by contemplating the love and mercy of 
God our Father and that of his Son made man who is his 
perfect image and revelation. Let us aspire to be true 
children of our Father by loving and helping to our cost 
those in need wherever they may be. Let us live out this 
practical charity in our everyday lives, recognizing in faith 
the face of the living Jesus in all who suffer. 

-- 
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Tuesday of the Twenty-seventh Week of Ordinary Time 


Entrance Antiphon Cf. Est 4: 17 Within your will, O 
Lord, all things are established, and there is none that can 
resist your will. For you have made all things, the heaven 
and the earth, and all that is held within the circle of 
heaven; you are the Lord of all. 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, who in the abundance 
of your kindness surpass the merits and the desires of those 
who entreat you, pour out your mercy upon us to pardon 
what conscience dreads and to give what prayer does not 
dare to ask. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever 

Scripture today : Jonah 3:1-10; Psalm 130:lb-4ab, 7-8; 

Luke 10:38-42 

Jesus entered a village where a woman whose name 
was Martha welcomed him. She had a sister named Mary 
who sat beside the Lord at his feet listening to him speak. 
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Martha, burdened with much serving, came to him and 
said, ‘'Lord, do you not care that my sister has left me by 
myself to do the serving? Tell her to help me. ” The Lord 
said to her in reply, “Martha, Martha, you are anxious and 
worried about many things. There is need of only one 
thing. Mary has chosen the better part and it will not be 
taken from her. ” (Luke 10:38-42) 

One thing necessary If there is one thing that 
most persons learn after many years it is that life is short. It 
passes quickly. Indeed, every day is short and it too passes 
quickly. All this depends to some extent on our readiness 
to do things in life and to use our time well in order to 
make as good a contribution to others as we can. If our life 
is full of worthwhile work, not only will we find that time 
is short, but we shall find that we have to simplify our 
goals and do what is truly necessary and do it well. This 
problem of time and our work in life brings us to our 
Gospel scene for today. Our Lord, as ever, is in the centre 
of the scene but two others interact with him, Martha and 
her sister Mary. Of the two, Martha dominates the scene. 
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It is she who welcomes our Lord when he arrives —just as 
she did when he came on the great occasion four days after 
their brother Lazarus had died. Lazarus is not mentioned 
in our scene — perhaps he was away or at work 
somewhere. Martha welcomes Jesus and is busy making 
him even more welcome. It is only her words to our Lord 
that are reported in our scene, together with our Lord’s 
words to her in response. Her sister Mary sits at the feet of 
Jesus listening to him speaking. Well then, Martha is very 
busy and indeed, at this particular moment, too busy. 
Exasperated, she complains to Jesus about her inactive 
sister, asking him to tell her to get moving and help. But 
our Lord — probably with a genial smile — says that “only 
one thing ” is necessary. What is the one necessary thing? 
My conjecture is that, in the first instance, our Lord was 
suggesting frugality in what Martha was preparing for him. 
He did not need much — only “one thing”, a simple 
serving perhaps. But more than anything our Lord was 
saying that what Mary was doing at that point was the 
important thing, and indeed it was the one thing necessary. 
Our Lord preferred Martha to keep the serving as simple as 
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possible so as to allow for this “one thing necessary” to be 
the focus of his visit: to hear the word of God as it came 
from him (Luke 10:38-42). 

This was a simple domestic scene in which our Lord 
asked Martha not to worry about the many things she 
wanted to do for him but to keep it simple — and sit with 
him and enter into and listen to his conversation. But St 
Luke takes the scene and gives it a universal significance. 
The one thing we must do in life is to listen to the word of 
God as coming from Jesus, and to put it into practice. Let 
nothing distract us from that — this is what St Luke reports 
our Lord as implying. Keep the whole of life as simple as 
possible so as to allow for a true concentration on knowing 
Christ’s word and putting that into practice in our life, 
however complicated our life may in fact be. Life may be 
very complicated and there is no doubt that real life is 
complex. Much can harry and distract us but, our Lord 
says, remember that there is but one thing necessary. It is 
that one thing which we should place at the forefront of our 
work and our concerns. It is this which will give value and 
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order to our complex life. The lesson our Lord delivered to 
Martha is reported by St Luke perhaps because of the 
prominence of Martha, not only in our Gospel scene of 
today but whenever her family is explicitly mentioned. For 
instance, she dominates the scene when our Lord arrives (at 
her request) four days after the death of her brother 
Lazarus. On that occasion she also gives verbal expression 
to a magnificent faith in him. With her practical love for 
the Master and her ardent and enlightened faith in him, she 
can be compared to the great Mary Magdalene. Just as 
Mary Magdalene has her feast day in the Church’s 
Liturgical Year, so too does Martha. By taking our Lord’s 
passing correction of Martha and including it in his 
Gospel, St Luke passed on to us all a most important 
lesson about the Christian life. Our short life should be 
spent doing the necessary thing, which is to hear, 
understand and then to put into practice the word of God as 
it comes from Jesus and is transmitted to us by the Church. 
This is all that matters and all our many activities in life 
ought be informed by this all-important and necessary 
thing. It is what our brief life is for. 
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None of us has a lot of time on our hands, and we 
never know when the time given to us will be cut short. 
We must stand ready for such a call, and standing ready 
means doing what the Master has entrusted to us. The “one 
thing necessary” is to hear the word of God and to put it 
into practice. 

-- 
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Wednesday of Twenty-seventh Week Ordinary Time 


Entrance Antiphon Cf. Esther 4: 17 Within your will, O 
Lord, all things are established, and there is none that can 
resist your will. For you have made all things, the heaven 
and the earth, and all that is held within the circle of 
heaven; you are the Lord of all. 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, who in the abundance 
of your kindness surpass the merits and the desires of those 
who entreat you, pour out your mercy upon us to pardon 
what conscience dreads and to give what prayer does not 
dare to ask. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever 

Scripture today : Jonah 4:1-11; Psalm 86:3-4, 5-6, 9-10; 

Luke 11:1-4 

Jesus was praying in a certain place, and when he 
had finished, one of his disciples said to him, “Lord, teach 
us to pray just as John taught his disciples. ’’ He said to 
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them, “When you pray, say: Father, hallowed be your 
name, your Kingdom come. Give us each day our daily 
bread and forgive us our sins for we ourselves forgive 
everyone in debt to us, and do not subject us to the final 
test. ” (Luke 11:1-4) 

The Lord’s Prayer The Church has always held as 
most precious our Lord’s teaching in response to the 
request of his disciples that he teach them how to pray. 
While there are a great number of prayers presented in the 
Scriptures (such as the Book of Psalms and numerous other 
prayers scattered throughout the various inspired books), 
we do not often find the answer of a great master or 
prophet to the specific request of his disciples to teach 
them how to pray. Prayer is fundamental to the practice of 
religion and St Alphonsus Liguori writes that if a person 
never prays it is difficult to see how he will be saved. 
Prayer is an essential condition of salvation, and it is 
utterly necessary for holiness. The very notion of holiness 
includes the notion of prayer. Therefore this Gospel 
passage in which we have the prayer our Lord gave to his 
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disciples in response to their request that he teach them 
how to pray is to be regarded as indispensable. One of the 
first things we notice is that it consists entirely of petitions. 
Again, St Alphonsus Liguori writes of the necessity of the 
prayer of petition. He says that one reason why we do not 
gain much more from God than we do is that we do not ask 
enough. He writes that the prayer of petition is necessary 
for salvation. This is not to say that we ought not offer 
prayers of praise and thanks and adoration. The Book of 
Psalms contains numerous such prayers and the example of 
our Lord himself confirms this. But the fact that the Lord’s 
Prayer consists entirely of petitions suggests that Christ’s 
prayer was also very much petitionary. His life was filled 
with requests to his heavenly Father. Furthermore, given 
our situation as creatures in constant need, it is singularly 
fitting that we honour God and express our adoration by 
directing petitions to him. It is plain that one of the deepest 
fonts of the religious sense is the human and social 
experience of need. Man needs the aid of the powers 
above and this experience of need has obviously nourished 
his religious life and instinct during the course of history. 


-2123 - 



The Lord’s Prayer sets forth what those needs are and 
formulates our petitions in light of them (Luke 11:1-4). 
The first petition and man’s greatest need is that God be 
hallowed by mankind: “ Father, hallowed be your name .” 
Consider how fervently our Lord would have asked for this 
in his prayer! We ask and implore that his dominion be 
established in the hearts of men and that the world 
acknowledge his lordship: “Tonr Kingdom come!” Christ’s 
public ministry was given over to the announcement and 
establishment of the Kingdom of God. We join with him 
in praying that the Kingdom which Christ has established 
here on earth and which is seminally but in all reality 
present in his Church be made more and more fully present 
in the life of individuals and nations. In asking God for 
this we ask what Christ constantly asked for during his life 
and above all as he lay dying on the Cross. The Kingdom! 
The world needs the dominion and lordship of God as 
announced, explained and brought to it by Christ. How 
much ought we pray for this to happen, bringing to our 
petition a heart and soul entirely committed to this goal! It 
is what Christ our high priest is continually interceding for 
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at the right hand of his heavenly Father, and it is the great 
goal of the Church’s existence and efforts. We pray that 
God will be all in all, and that his Will be done on earth 
just as it is done in heaven. Heaven is where the Will of 
God is perfectly done and where all who are united to him 
in Christ reside, gazing on the face of God. The more 
God’s Will is done on earth, the more heavenly will the 
earth become. It is within this framework that, in the 
Lord’s Prayer, we then proceed to place before our 
heavenly Father our own personal needs. We ask for our 
daily bread which is to say all our material and spiritual 
nourishment, especially the Bread of heaven which is the 
Eucharist. We ask for the forgiveness of our sins and 
protection in and from temptation. Very importantly we 
undertake to forgive others their offences against us. 

Let us all our lives be asking things of God our 
Father. But let us ask for the right things, and let us ask for 
them in and with Christ his Son our Lord. All this is 
possible by learning to pray well the Lord’s Prayer which 
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is the charter of all Christian prayer. Let it be our guide 
and stay all our life. 
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Thursday of the Twenty-seventh Week Ordinary Time 


Entrance Antiphon Cf. Esther 4: 17 Within your will, O 
Lord, all things are established, and there is none that can 
resist your will. For you have made all things, the heaven 
and the earth, and all that is held within the circle of 
heaven; you are the Lord of all. 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, who in the abundance 
of your kindness surpass the merits and the desires of those 
who entreat you, pour out your mercy upon us to pardon 
what conscience dreads and to give what prayer does not 
dare to ask. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever 

Scripture today : Malachi 3:13-20b; Psalm 1:1-4 and 6; 

Luke 11:5-13 

Jesus said to his disciples: “Suppose one of you has a 
friend to whom he goes at midnight and says, ‘Friend, lend 
me three loaves of bread, for a friend of mine has arrived 
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at my house from a journey and I have nothing to offer 
him, ’ and he says in reply from within, ‘Do not bother me; 
the door has already been locked and my children and I 
are already in bed. I cannot get up to give you anything. ’ I 
tell you, if he does not get up to give him the loaves 
because of their friendship, he will get up to give him 
whatever he needs because of his persistence. “And I tell 
you, ask and you will receive; seek and you will find; knock 
and the door will be opened to you. For everyone who 
asks, receives; and the one who seeks, finds; and to the one 
who knocks, the door will be opened. What father among 
you would hand his son a snake when he asks for a fish? 
Or hand him a scorpion when he asks for an egg? If you 
then, who are wicked, know how to give good gifts to your 
children, how much more will the Father in heaven give 
the Holy Spirit to those who ask him? ” (Luke 11:5-13) 

Holiness I remember years ago when I was 

visiting Ecuador I met an Ecuadorian deacon who was a 
well-regarded poet, deemed to be one of the best poets of 
Ecuador. He had a book of his poems entitled (in Spanish), 
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The Silence of God. It seems that a good number of his 
poems were about the apparent silence of God in the face 
of our prayers and sufferings. God seems to do nothing. 
Our prayers seem to be unavailing. God seems to be gone 
from the scene, and the world and life carries on without 
him. Such is the common complaint of man and it was the 
theme of many of those poems. But God would not be the 
utterly transcendent God if it were easy to see him or to 
sense his presence and activity. In any case, God has come 
to dwell among us in the Person of Jesus, and Christ has 
assured us that he does indeed hear our prayers. Our 
attitude to God must take its inspiration from the word of 
Christ and not from what we actually see. He assures us 
that our prayers will be answered. So then, relying on the 
word of Christ his Son our Lord, we approach God as his 
children who love and adore him. The one thing our Lord 
stresses in our Gospel passage today is that we must persist 
in our prayers, confident that he will answer us in the way 
he knows best. “ And I tell you, ask and you will receive; 
seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened 
to you. For everyone who asks, receives; and the one who 
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seeks, finds; and to the one who knocks, the door will be 
opened ” (Luke 11:5-13). One of our greatest failures in 
our petitions to God is that we let our petitions drop. We 
do not persist because we do not see results when we want 
or expect them. We do not think they will be answered. 
We even, in view of this experience, fail to ask for much. 
At times we even fail to ask at all. We fail in faith. We 
silently give up on God and act towards him as if there is 
not much point in petitioning him for anything. 

The answer to this is to keep constantly in mind who 
it is we are addressing, and who we are who are addressing 
him. He is our Father and we are his children. We are his 
children by creation, having been made in his image and 
likeness, as the first chapter of the Bible teaches us. We 
are his children by creation, but even more are we his 
children by adoption in Christ. By our baptism we are in 
Christ and share in Christ’s sonship. These are the bedrock 
facts of life and of our being. We place ourselves on that 
bedrock fact and pray in view of it. God is our Father by 
our creation and by our adoption in Christ. He looks on us 
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with the love with which he looks on Christ because we are 
in Christ. God is not a distant and menacing Creator. He 
is — so he himself has revealed — our Father. This is the 
God we approach in prayer and before whom we place our 
petitions. We must never allow our faith to fail because of 
appearances. As St Thomas More wrote in his letter to his 
daughter, “a man may in such a case lose his head and not 
have harm” (Letter to Margaret Roper from the Tower, 
June 3, 1535). That is to say, no matter what happens we 
can hold steadfastly to our faith in God’s fatherly power 
and love. So too in our life of prayer. Whatever be the 
appearances and the circumstances of our prayer, we may 
most assuredly trust him. God can be trusted to hear and 
answer us, provided we persist in placing before him our 
petitions. How the answer will come and precisely what 
form the answer will take is up to his divine wisdom, but 
assuredly it will come. Our danger is to give up. Our Lord 
solemnly assures us that God our Father will not give up on 
us. He will not allow our prayers to go unanswered. But 
we may choose no longer to ask him — which is to say, we 
may give up on him. Let us then resolve to ask God our 
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Father, in union with Jesus his divine Son, for all we think 
we truly need and for all we think he wants to give us, 
especially in the way of personal sanctification and, as our 
Gospel passage says, in respect to the gift of the Holy 
Spirit. 

Our greatest need is to become holy, and that is God’s 
greatest gift. It is his plan for us and it ought be the special 
object of our prayers for ourselves and for all others. Let 
us ask him for this daily. Let us enlist the prayers of Mary 
the mother of God and of the angels and saints. Prayer is 
most powerful. Let us never give up on it simply because 
God appears to delay. 

-- 
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Friday of the Twenty-seventh Week of Ordinary Time 


Entrance Antiphon Cf. Esther 4: 17 Within your will, O 
Lord, all things are established, and there is none that can 
resist your will. For you have made all things, the heaven 
and the earth, and all that is held within the circle of 
heaven; you are the Lord of all. 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, who in the abundance 
of your kindness surpass the merits and the desires of those 
who entreat you, pour out your mercy upon us to pardon 
what conscience dreads and to give what prayer does not 
dare to ask. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever 

Scripture today : Joel 1:13-15; 2:1-2; Psalm 9:2-3, 6 and 
16,8-9; Luke 11:15-26 

When Jesus had driven out a demon, some of the 
crowd said: “By the power of Beelzebul, the prince of 
demons, he drives out demons. ” Others, to test him, asked 
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him for a sign from heaven. But he knew their thoughts 
and said to them, “Every kingdom divided against itself 
will be laid waste and house will fall against house. And if 
Satan is divided against himself how will his kingdom 
stand? For you say that it is by Beelzebul that I drive out 
demons. If I, then, drive out demons by Beelzebul, by 
whom do your own people drive them out? Therefore they 
will be your judges. But if it is by the finger of God that I 
drive out demons, then the Kingdom of God has come upon 
you. When a strong man fully armed guards his palace, his 
possessions are safe. But when one stronger than he 
attacks and overcomes him, he takes away the armour on 
which he relied and distributes the spoils. Whoever is not 
with me is against me, and whoever does not gather with 
me scatters. “When an unclean spirit goes out of someone, 
it roams through arid regions searching for rest but, 
finding none, it says, 1 1 shall return to my home from which 
I came. ’ But upon returning, it finds it swept clean and put 
in order. Then it goes and brings back seven other spirits 
more wicked than itself who move in and dwell there, and 
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the last condition of that man is worse than the first. ” 
(Luke 11:15-26) 

Good and Evil I remember many years ago it was 
reported (correctly) in the news media that Pope St Paul VI 
had observed that the smoke of Satan was present in the 
dissent that was rife in various circles within the Church 
following the Second Vatican Council. Apart from the 
weight of Paul VI’s observation, the notable thing about 
this news was the attitude of mild derision with which it 
was reported, as if to suggest that any serious mention of 
Satan was “over the top.” Satan! There have been works 
written on the history of the image of Satan in Western 
thought, and the point has been made that the modern 
image of Satan is of something of an imp. There is, of 
course, the entirely opposite impression as depicted in the 
modern movies of Satanic possession (as in The Exorcism 
of Emily Rose — a good movie!) in which the power of 
Satan is exaggerated. But generally Satan is now 
dismissed as a mythical mischief-maker such as we might 
find represented in the witches of certain fairy tales. I 
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remember some decades ago watching a television debate 
in which a Protestant minister demanded to see Satan 
before he would believe that there was any reality to him. 
Let us beware lest we ourselves have hidden assumptions 
drawn from our cultural environment. Our culture can 
predispose us against taking Satan seriously, even if we 
accept theoretically the notion of the Devil. Now, Christ 
took Satan seriously. Satan had done immense harm to the 
work of God, beginning in the unseen world itself, when he 
refused to acknowledge the lordship of God. “I will not 
serve!” was his response to God’s test of obedience. 
Undoubtedly his lead had its influence on other angels and 
many followed suit. The great demonic troupe was forever 
banished from the all-holy presence of God. But that was 
not the end of the matter. At the dawn of human history, 
Satan made his appearance and he proved to be the grand 
Wrecker, drawing Eve and, through her, Adam into 
rebellion. Thus did man fall. Satan exists and he has done 
immense harm to God’s work. 
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That Satan is an active force is obvious in our Lord’s 
words in today’s Gospel. It was a marked characteristic of 
his ministry that he drove out demons and did so 
effortlessly. They were helpless before him. This does not 
mean that they were to be taken lightly — it just shows the 
almighty power of Christ. So impressive was this wide 
ranging exorcism that Christ’s enemies whispered that he 
was doing all these exorcisms in secret league with Satan 
himself, so as to gain influence over the people. Christ’s 
answer to this dark and malicious rumour was to reveal 
even more about Satan. He refers to Satan’s “kingdom.” 
Christ had come to establish the Kingdom of God, God’s 
dominion over mankind. Opposed to this Kingdom was 
another kingdom, and that was the kingdom of Satan. 
“Every kingdom divided against itself will be laid waste 
and house will fall against house. And if Satan is divided 
against himself how will his kingdom stand? For you say 
that it is by Beelzebul that I drive out demons .” So Satan’s 
is a “kingdom”, implying many subjects and troops, a 
degree of organizational unity together with a 
determination to fight and gain a victory. Satan’s hated 
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opponent is the Lord God himself. But now there stood in 
the midst of Satan’s territory one who “ by the finger of 
God ” (the Holy Spirit?) was driving him and his minions 
out. Christ is the stronger One and doom will befall the 
one who does not gather with him. “ When a strong man 
fully armed guards his palace, his possessions are safe. 
But when one stronger than he attacks and overcomes him, 
he takes away the armour on which he relied and 
distributes the spoils. Whoever is not with me is against 
me, and whoever does not gather with me scatters ” (Luke 
11:15-26). So a war is in progress and each of us must 
make a decision as to what side we shall fight on. It is a 
fight to the death and we have the advantage of knowing its 
foregone conclusion. At the end, each of us will be on one 
side or the other. Let us decide for Christ now. 

In our vast universe, in ultimate terms there is a great 
struggle going on. It is that between good and evil, 
between God and all that is against God, between Christ 
and Satan. Christ will come to judge the living and the 
dead and that will mark the end of the struggle. Satan and 
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those who have gone with him will be plunged into hell. 
Those who have gone with Christ will go to heaven. So let 
us take our stand with Christ and fight daily with him, and 
in union with him, gain the victory. 

-- 
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Saturday of the Twenty-seventh Week Ordinary Time 


Entrance Antiphon Cf. Esther 4: 17 Within your will, O 
Lord, all things are established, and there is none that can 
resist your will. For you have made all things, the heaven 
and the earth, and all that is held within the circle of 
heaven; you are the Lord of all. 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, who in the abundance 
of your kindness surpass the merits and the desires of those 
who entreat you, pour out your mercy upon us to pardon 
what conscience dreads and to give what prayer does not 
dare to ask. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever 

Scripture today : Joel4:12-21; Psalm 97:1-2, 5-6, 11-12; 

Luke 11:27-28 

While Jesus was speaking, a woman from the crowd 
called out and said to him, “Blessed is the womb that 
carried you and the breasts at which you nursed. ” He 
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replied, ‘'Rather, blessed are those who hear the word of 
God and observe it. ” (Luke 11:27-28) 

Mary Take any field of study, be it astronomy, the 
history of philosophy, the various religions, biology and 
zoology, or of any branch of the insect, fish or animal 
kingdoms. The striking thing that will come home to the 
student will surely be the astonishing variety and richness 
of what is being studied. Visible creation is endowed with 
amazingly varied qualities. For the one who has no doubt 
about the fact of a Creator boundless in being, the world 
offers a stunning spectacle of varied gifts from God, strewn 
everywhere beyond number. There is the greater and the 
less, and so very often the less is no less beautiful than the 
greater. Take any dog show. The parade of dogs of 
different sizes and shapes is judged. The judge comes 
down for the smallest dog as the best formed and best 
performing, showing that excellence comes in all sizes and 
shapes. Take the tiniest bird or fish and its beauty can 
equal or outclass that of a bird or fish much the larger and 
more powerful. This pattern may be taken as a pointer to 
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what is the case in the realm of man. Mankind too displays 
a remarkable variety of gifts. Physically there is an 
extraordinary diversity in height, features, beauty, and 
strength among human beings. There are great differences 
in intelligence and aptitudes, and an extraordinary diversity 
in vocations and paths in life. One person is blessed with 
good fortune in terms of opportunities to achieve while 
another is possessed of few such chances. Others again 
seem to be plagued with difficulties and a lack of success 
that may not be due to their own fault. If we consider the 
more important sphere of religion and man’s relationship 
with God, and in particular the Christian life and man’s life 
in Christ, once again we see a remarkable variety of gifts, 
circumstances and vocations. The lives of the saints show 
that God gives to one certain gifts and to others different 
gifts again. The gifts bestowed on, say, Thomas Aquinas 
or Francis Xavier, were different from those granted to 
Therese of Lisieux. 

In our Gospel today we read that “a woman from the 
crowd called out and said to him, ‘Blessed is the womb that 
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carried you and the breasts at which you nursed .’” The 
woman’s praise of Christ’s mother — so truly appropriate 
— was in effect her praise of him. The woman exulted in 
praise of the mother of Jesus, because she was filled with 
admiration for him. And how appropriate was this! Mary 
the mother of Jesus was the mother of the Messiah. She 
was the mother of the Redeemer of mankind. She was the 
mother of God the Son made man. Furthermore and 
because of this, she was conceived free of original sin. As 
the Angel declared, she was full of grace and the Lord was 
with her. Blessed was she among women and blessed was 
the fruit of her womb. The Almighty had done great things 
for her. He had looked upon his lowly handmaid and all 
generations would call her blessed. But our Lord’s 
response to the acclaim of the woman in the crowd? It was 
to say to her that “ Rather, blessed are those who hear the 
word of God and observe if ’ (Luke 11:27-28). The gifts 
that come from God are a wonderful blessing but in God’s 
sight more important is the free response of man to his 
word. Both the visible (human) and the invisible (angelic) 
world contain gifted individuals — gifted in nature and in 
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grace — who, however, abused their gifts and turned from 
God. The classic case in the world invisible was Satan 
who turned away from God, hearing his will and refusing it 
his obedience. Our first parents were created rich in nature 
and grace, and they turned from God. They heard God’s 
word and refused it. Solomon was splendidly endowed 
with the gift of wisdom, and ended his life in sin and 
idolatry. Judas, chosen for a wonderful vocation and path 
in life, turned from the word of Christ. All this is to say 
that however endowed or however ordinary we might be, 
the one thing that is important is that we hear the word of 
God as it comes from Christ, and then resolutely observe it. 
This is the blessed thing, the one thing necessary. The true 
purpose of the gifts God has given us is to enable us to hear 
his word and to put it into practice for both our own sake 
and for that of others. 

Mary the mother of Christ is our mother too. She is 
the model for both the Church and the world of what our 
Lord extols in our Gospel today. She heard the word of 
God and put it into practice. She was endowed with gifts 
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of grace beyond imagining, derived from her vocation to be 
the mother of God. But it was her faithful response which 
counted above all. Her response to the word and the will 
of God remained perfect and sent her holy soul into ever 
greater heights of union with God amid the humble exterior 
of her everyday life. So then, let us resolve to respond to 
the word of God with our Lord’s words and Mary’s 
example constantly before us. That is the one thing 
necessary. 

-- 
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Twenty-eighth Sunday of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 130 (129): 3-4 If you, O Lord, 
should mark iniquities, Lord, who could stand? But with 
you is found forgiveness, O God of Israel. 

Collect May your grace, O Lord, we pray, at all times go 
before us and follow after and make us always determined 
to carry out good works. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 2 Kings 5:14-17; Psalm 98:1-4; 

2 Timothy 2:8-13; Luke 17:11-19 

As Jesus continued his journey to Jerusalem, he 
travelled through Samaria and Galilee. As he was entering 
a village, ten lepers met him. They stood at a distance 
from him and raised their voices, saying, "Jesus, Master! 
Have pity on us!" And when he saw them, he said, "Go 
show yourselves to the priests." As they were going they 
were cleansed. And one of them, realizing he had been 
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healed, returned, glorifying God in a loud voice; and he 
fell at the feet of Jesus and thanked him. He was a 
Samaritan. Jesus said in reply, "Ten were cleansed, were 
they not? Where are the other nine? Has none but this 
foreigner returned to give thanks to God?" Then he said to 
him, "Stand up and go; your faith has saved you." (Luke 
17:11-19) 

Prayer As all Christians know — or should know 
— Christ gave us a specific prayer in answer to the request 
of his disciples that he teach them how to pray. That 
prayer, the Lord’s Prayer, is precious to the entire Church 
for all ages. In her catechisms she teaches the faithful how 
to pray generally by commenting on the Lord’s Prayer. 
But that text is not the only one that contains our Lord’s 
teaching on how we ought pray. Scattered throughout the 
Gospels, and of course throughout the rest of the 
Scriptures, we find plenty of teaching on prayer. Our 
gospel passage today is a case in point. The lepers, 
gathered in their group, call out to our Lord with a prayer 
that ought be a model for fallen man. All men, as St Paul 
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writes in the Letter to the Romans, are under the power of 
sin and the wages of sin are death. By nature, fallen as it 
is, man is a leper in the sight of God and all he can do is 
what the lepers of our Gospel passage today did, call out to 
Christ that he have pity on them. That plea for mercy is 
surely most pleasing to God. It recognises our condition 
and it recognises God as the One on whom we depend, the 
One who is all-powerful and all merciful. That their prayer 
was pleasing to Christ is shown by the immediate answer it 
evoked from Christ that they go forthwith to the priests to 
show themselves. They must have believed because they 
immediately went, and as they were going they were 
healed. Furthermore, when the lone Samaritan returned to 
our Lord, our Lord told him that his faith had saved him. 
So, due to the goodness of God, their humble and 
faith-filled prayer of petition in itself had been admirable. 
Our Gospel scene of the lepers reminds us of how 
important are petitions we make to God on our own behalf 
and on behalf of others. Flad they not asked, they may not 
have received. Their prayer is used at the beginning of 
every Mass when we repeat after acknowledging our sins, 
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“Lord have mercy! Christ have mercy!” As it was the 
starting point of the prayer of the lepers, so it is with us. 

But the cry of the lepers for mercy is not the whole 
story about their prayer. As we see from our Lord’s words 
in our passage today, even if (and especially if) we receive 
exactly and all of what we ask for, our prayer ought not 
begin and end with petitions. In the case of our lepers their 
prayer, humble, importunate and faith-filled as it was, 
certainly proved to be incomplete. It gained the blessing 
they had sought, but the result was not wholly pleasing to 
Christ for they forgot to thank and praise the Giver of the 
blessing they had requested. For we read that “ one of 
them, realizing he had been healed, returned, glorifying 
God in a loud voice; and he fell at the feet of Jesus and 
thanked him. He was a Samaritan. Jesus said in reply, 
‘Ten were cleansed, were they not? Where are the other 
nine? Has none but this foreigner returned to give thanks 
to God?’” (Luke 17:11-19). In his great story of the Good 
Samaritan, our Lord holds up the example of the kindness 
of a Samaritan towards one in need. Flere in this Gospel 
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passage he holds up another Samaritan — this time one in 
real life — who glorified and thanked God for his goodness 
in freeing him from his affliction. All this is to say that we 
ought constantly recollect the blessings we have received 
from God both in answer to our prayers and those that have 
come unsolicited. He has given us life and various 
opportunities, however modest we may think them to be. 
If we have petitioned him with the spirit of our lepers 
today, we shall find that he has answered many of our 
prayers and many more in ways we are not aware of. 
There is so much to thank God for, and those blessings 
ought lead us to praise and glorify him. Let our lives then 
be filled with prayers of petition and intercession for 
ourselves and for others, and at the same time with praise, 
adoration and thanksgiving. We shall be able to praise and 
glorify God the more as we grow in thanksgiving. Let us 
thank God repeatedly for all we have received, including 
— and this is most important — the difficulties, the 
disappointments and the crosses he has deigned to allow 
and even send. He sends and allows them as a sign of his 
love. They immerse us in the mystery of Christ, if we but 
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accept them from God humbly. The cross is the means of 
special union with Christ, and for this we ought be so very 
grateful. 

St John Vianney (the Cure of Ars) used to read lots of 
lives of the saints. We should too. Biography is both 
interesting and instructive, especially the biographies of 
great people. True greatness consists in holiness, and 
holiness comes from living in Christ. The saints teach us 
so much about Christian prayer. They knew how to pray 
for themselves and for others. They knew how to thank 
God for all that they had received from him, including and 
especially the difficulties and crosses of life. They knew 
how to praise and glorify and adore him. Let us then ask 
God to give us the grace to be able to pray well and to 
immerse our life in a spirit of true prayer. 

Further reading : The Catechism of the Catholic Church , no. 
2637-2643 (Prayer of thanksgiving and praise) 

-- 
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Monday of the Twenty-eighth Week of Ordinary Time 


Entrance Antiphon Ps 130 (129): 3-4 If you, O Lord, 
should mark iniquities, Lord, who could stand? But with 
you is found forgiveness, O God of Israel. 

Collect May your grace, O Lord, we pray, at all times go 
before us and follow after and make us always determined 
to carry out good works. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Romans 1:1-7; Psalm 98:1-4; 

Luke 11:29-32 

While still more people gathered in the crowd, Jesus 
said to them, “This generation is an evil generation; it 
seeks a sign, but no sign will be given it, except the sign of 
Jonah. Just as Jonah became a sign to the Ninevites, so 
will the Son of Man be to this generation. At the judgment 
the queen of the south will rise with the men of this 
generation and she will condemn them, because she came 
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from the ends of the earth to hear the wisdom of Solomon, 
and there is something greater than Solomon here. At the 
judgment the men of Nineveh will arise with this 
generation and condemn it, because at the preaching of 
Jonah they repented, and there is something greater than 
Jonah here. ” (Luke 11:29-32) 

Being with Jesus At various points during his 
public ministry our Lord appealed to his “works”, which is 
to say his miracles. To the messengers from John the 
Baptist who asked if he were the one who was to come, he 
pointed to the blind being able now to see, the deaf to hear, 
the lame to walk and the dead being now alive. At times to 
his own disciples he appealed to his “works.” When on the 
spectacular occasion in front of a crowd Christ raised 
Lazarus from the dead, he prefaced the event with a prayer 
to his heavenly Father in which he said that he was about to 
do this so that many might believe. Clearly these “signs”, 
as St John calls them in his Gospel, had real importance in 
the plan of God and no other prophet in the history of 
God’s people could claim such a variety and number of 
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effortless miracles in his ministry. But while miracles 
helped, they were not, as such, the decisive factor in the 
all-important issue of belief. They assisted the Apostles in 
their faith but they did not constitute the critical factor. 
What mattered was being with Jesus and coming truly to 
know him, by the aid of grace granted to them from above. 
Consider the beginning of their association with him. John 
the Baptist (as we read in St John’s Gospel) pointed our 
Lord out to two of his disciples and they set out to follow 
him. Our Lord turned and asked them what they wanted. 
Addressing him as “Teacher”, they asked where he lived, 
implying their desire to be with him, hear his teaching and 
be his disciples. They stayed with him for the rest of that 
day and their die was cast for they had come to know him. 
Consider the pivotal conversation Christ had with his 
Apostles when he asked what people said of him. Then he 
asked who they took him to be, and it was Simon who 
spoke. “Ton are the Christ ” he said, “the Son of the Living 
God.” Our Lord responded by telling Simon that he was 
blessed because it was not flesh and blood that had 
revealed this to him but the Father in heaven. Simon Peter 
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had come to know the Person of Christ through the grace 
of God, and this personal knowledge of Jesus led to eternal 
life. 


“Signs” alone will not do this. We remember how in 
the Gospel of St John (chapter 6) the people sought Christ 
after having been fed by him with the loaves. They asked 
for a sign from heaven and pointed to the sign — the 
miracle, the work — given them by Moses when God sent 
his people the manna from heaven to eat. The children of 
Israel were fed with manna continually from then on in the 
desert. In our Gospel today our Lord comments on the 
desire for a sign, and in the cases he has in mind he states 
that it is the result of an evil disposition. “ While still more 
people gathered in the crowd, Jesus said to them, ‘This 
generation is an evil generation; it seeks a sign, but no sign 
will be given it, except the sign of Jonah. Just as Jonah 
became a sign to the Ninevites, so will the Son of Man be to 
this generation ’” (Luke 11:29-32). John the Baptist did not 
give miraculous “signs”. Moses gave signs and worked 
some miracles and so did Elijah and Elisha, but by and 
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large the prophets did not. Their prophecies were fulfilled 
in the course of time, but prior to this fulfilment their 
ministry and preaching was not accompanied with signs. 
Their very witness and preaching was sufficient in God’s 
plan. While it is true that our Lord worked very many 
miracles — “signs” — nevertheless he is saying in our 
Gospel passage today that his Person and his preaching are 
enough for the properly disposed person. Jonah’s 
preaching and message was accepted by the Ninevites, and 
yet there is someone much greater than Jonah here! The 
Queen of the South recognized the wisdom of Solomon, 
and there is someone much greater than Solomon here! 
This is a most important message for the Christian, for our 
Lord is saying that the first thing is to strive to know him. 
Look at him, draw near and contemplate him — and as a 
result, recognize who he is! Come to me, he says, and learn 
from me. At the Last Supper our Lord states that eternal 
life is this, to know you Father and Jesus Christ whom you 
have sent. We must strive to know Jesus. We ought enter 
into his company and friendship, and learn who he really 
is, as did Simon Peter. Discipleship comes by being with 
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Jesus as his friend and opening one’s heart to the light of 
God in an earnest effort to know Jesus. Thus will one come 
to love and serve him. 

Every day we must place ourselves in the company of 
Jesus and spend time with him listening with faith and love 
to his words, and having the readiness to put them into 
practice. “Signs” have a place and our prayers for 
ourselves and others will be heard, but the important thing 
is to strive to know Jesus as a living Person. By the grace 
and light of God this will lead us to total faith in him. So 
then, as our Lord said to his first two disciples, Come and 
see! Let us do this daily. 

-- 
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Tuesday of the Twenty-eighth Week of Ordinary Time 


Entrance Antiphon Ps 130 (129): 3-4 If you, O Lord, 
should mark iniquities, Lord, who could stand? But with 
you is found forgiveness, O God of Israel. 

Collect May your grace, O Lord, we pray, at all times go 
before us and follow after and make us always determined 
to carry out good works. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Romans 1:16-25; Psalm 19:2-3, 4-5; 

Luke 11:37-41 

After Jesus had spoken, a Pharisee invited him to dine 
at his home. He entered and reclined at table to eat. The 
Pharisee was amazed to see that he did not observe the 
prescribed washing before the meal. The Lord said to him, 
“Oh you Pharisees! Although you cleanse the outside of 
the cup and the dish, inside you are filled with plunder and 
evil. You fools! Did not the maker of the outside also make 
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the inside? But as to what is within, give alms, and behold, 
everything will be clean for you. ” (Luke 11:37-41) 

Repentance On at least one occasion — and it 
could have been several — our Lord said that he had 
“come to call not the virtuous but sinners to repentance ”. 
On that occasion the scribes and the Pharisees were 
criticising him for associating with publicans and sinners, 
and even dining with them. He was entering into their 
company and mixing with them. Why was he, acclaimed 
as a prophet, doing this? It was, he replied, to draw them 
away from sin to God. On one occasion he was passing 
through Jericho. Zacchaeus, a chief tax collector and a 
wealthy man, wanted to see Jesus. So he ran ahead to 
climb a tree so as to catch sight of Jesus as he passed by. 
Our Lord approached with the crowd, stopped and looked 
up at Zacchaeus and smilingly invited himself to 
Zacchaeus’ home to dine, and did so in front of the crowd. 
Again, our Lord’s easy and friendly approach to sinners 
caused wonderment. He had come to call sinners to 
repentance. But the acknowledged sinners were not the 
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only ones our Lord came to reclaim. The Pharisees too 
were sinners, but in their case there was no recognition or 
acknowledgement of their sins. John the Baptist attacked 
them for their lack of repentance and this attack was 
renewed by our Lord. The publicans and the prostitutes 
were entering heaven before them, our Lord said. Our 
Lord wanted to reclaim the scribes and Pharisees, for they 
also were sinners but of a different type. Our Lord spoke 
plainly to them and often reduced them to silence. His 
bluntness with their hypocrisy and pride and blindness was 
the fruit of his effort to reclaim them from sin. However, 
inasmuch as there are various references to their inviting 
him to dine with them, his manner towards them must have 
been winning and attractive — in character with the beauty 
of his Person. Nicodemus was a Pharisee, a leading Jew, 
and he sought our Lord out by night and was welcomed. 
The point to be made is that our scene today is a further 
illustration of our Lord seeking out the lost. 

The strong words of our Lord to his guest and to his 
class as given in our Gospel today (Luke 11:37-41) show 
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our Lord’s profound and penetrating insight into the heart 
of the sinner. If there is one thing which attracted his 
loving smile it was a genuine repentance. If there was one 
thing which attracted his severity it was pride, a lack of any 
sense of personal sin and hypocrisy. Repentance was 
impossible for such as continued with these dispositions. 
We remember the sinful woman who made her way into 
the house of the Pharisee where our Lord was dining. She 
bathed his feet with her tears and wiped them with her hair. 
Our Lord sensitively accepted her loving repentance, 
forgiving her sins and sending her away profoundly 
consoled and reconciled with God. We remember the 
woman caught in adultery and the power of our Lord’s 
silence dispersing her harsh accusers. He gently allowed 
her to go and directed her not to sin again. All are under 
the power of sin, as St Paul writes in the Letter to the 
Romans. How then can we expect to be welcomed by 
Christ? We shall be welcomed if we turn to him in 
repentant love. This is precisely what the Pharisees were 
not doing (undoubtedly with some exceptions — 
Nicodemus has already been mentioned). In fact, very 
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many of them turned against him in hate. They were sunk 
in their sins and our Lord warned them that if they 
continued along their path they would die in their sins. 
We, then, must make it a major project of our life to learn 
to repent. We must become repentant in the depths of our 
souls. We have to acquire an ongoing and lasting spirit of 
repentance in which we recognise our sins and resolve, by 
the grace of God, to renounce them. Now, it is especially 
the minor sins, the venial sins, which we must learn to 
renounce. If we do not repent of venial sins, if we continue 
knowingly and deliberately to commit them, then holiness 
will be out of the question. God does not simply impute to 
us the holiness of Christ. He means us, with the grace of 
Christ, to renounce our sins and to keep beginning again in 
this path of repentance, and so to become truly holy. 
Holiness will be imparted and infused into us by grace. 

So then, now I begin! Every day let us at least at the 
end of the day make the effort to recall our sins, to be sorry 
for them out of love for Christ, and to resolve to change for 
the love of Christ. We must acquire the habit of genuine 
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repentance. The Gospels show us that the one who is 
genuinely repentant is especially loved by Christ and will 
be favoured with his grace. 

-- 
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Wednesday of the Twenty-eighth Week Ordinary Time 


Entrance Antiphon Ps 130 (129): 3-4 If you, O Lord, 
should mark iniquities, Lord, who could stand? But with 
you is found forgiveness, O God of Israel. 

Collect May your grace, O Lord, we pray, at all times go 
before us and follow after and make us always determined 
to carry out good works. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Romans 2:1-11; Psalm 62:2-3, 6-7, 9; 

Luke 11:42-46 

The Lord said: “Woe to you Pharisees! You pay tithes 
of mint and of rue and of every garden herb, but you pay 
no attention to judgment and to love for God. These you 
should have done, without overlooking the others. Woe to 
you Pharisees! You love the seat of honour in synagogues 
and greetings in marketplaces. Woe to you! You are like 
unseen graves over which people unknowingly walk. ’’ Then 
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one of the scholars of the law said to him in reply, 
“Teacher, by saying this you are insulting us too. ” And he 
said, “Woe also to you scholars of the law! You impose on 
people burdens hard to carry, but you yourselves do not lift 
one finger to touch them. ” (Luke 11:42-46) 

Truth We are so accustomed to diversity of 
opinion in the world that its implications for truth and error 
can easily escape us. We do not advert to the philosophical 
principle of contradiction and its implications for mankind. 
I refer to the obvious fact that something cannot be both 
true and false at the same time and under the same aspect. 
For instance, it cannot be the case that man can know God 
and in the same sense cannot know him. It cannot be the 
case that God exists and in the same sense does not exist. 
It cannot be the case that Christ is the divine and human 
Redeemer of man and the only way to the Father and in the 
same sense is not this. Now, there are great numbers of 
people who firmly consider that the man Jesus is God and 
our Redeemer, while at the same time there are great 
numbers of people (Muslims, Hindus, atheists, etc) who 
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deny he is this. That is to be expected, but our Western 
tendency is not only to accept this diversity and polarity as 
an objective fact, but to set aside the question of the truth 
of the matter as of secondary importance. We set to one 
side the fundamental question of objective truth, of who 
and what is right and who and what is wrong in the 
controverted matter. More than this, our tendency can be 
to think that the truth of non-empirical matters is 
unattainable and basically irrelevant. Indeed, we can think 
that there is no objective truth to the matter in these basic 
issues, but that the only reality is what each person just 
happens to think. “Truth” is simply a factor of each 
person’s opinion, and that opinion is the upshot of 
subjective forces, including personal choice. All of this is, 
all too often, just quietly and unconsciously assumed. But 
this view can be more than an unconscious assumption. It 
can even be a considered opinion — in this case, the person 
in question is thinking philosophically. He deliberately 
espouses a philosophy of relativism or idealism, or 
whatever. The relativism which is so influential in 
Western thought and attitudes is, I believe, a hidden 
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assumption or starting point and its fruit is to think that in 
non-empirical issues — which are the most fundamental 
issues of all — there is no error. The only error is 
whatever does not work or is not useful. Truth and error in 
religion, for instance, is a subjective phantom. 

Now, of course in our Gospel passage today our Lord 
was not addressing the modern assumption as to truth and 
error in religion (that all is relative and subjective, and that 
there is no error). But his words remind us of the fact of 
error in religion. They also remind us of the real 
possibility that error may be culpable. He condemns the 
Pharisees and the scribes. “Woe to you Pharisees! You pay 
tithes of mint and of rue and of every garden herb, but you 
pay no attention to judgment and to love for God. These 
you should have done, without overlooking the others. 
Woe to you Pharisees! You love the seat of honour in 
synagogues and greetings in marketplaces. Woe to you! 
You are like unseen graves over which people unknowingly 
walk ” (Luke 11:42-46). The Pharisees were in an almost 
hopeless state of error, a blindness which was at the same 
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time culpable. Woe was coming upon them. So error in 
religion is a powerful fact. The mere fact of widespread 
and profound diversity in religious opinion manifests the 
fact of religious error to a greater or lesser extent, on a 
large scale. The issue of what is the truth and who 
possesses it is a further question, but our Lord’s words, by 
implication for our day, attack relativism in respect to truth 
and error. Let us take to heart this implication for modern 
culture. Attaining the truth and avoiding and renouncing 
error must be at the forefront of life. It means that we 
should strive to attain the truth and if we are convinced that 
we have the truth (of, say, Catholic Christianity) then we 
should strive to attain more of it so as to be filled with the 
truth revealed by God. We can very easily be partially 
blind, and in the basic issues even wholly so. This 
blindness may to some extent be culpable — the blindness 
of the scribes and the Pharisees our Lord was speaking to 
and of was culpable. So we should arouse ourselves and 
seek to attain and live in the truth, which is the truth 
revealed by God and embodied in the Person of Christ. Let 
us place truth and error at the forefront of life, and uproot 
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the hidden assumption that it is second in importance to 
what is merely useful. Our religion must not be based just 
on pragmatism. 

Let us pray to God our Father for the grace to see and 
embrace the light of Christ and its implications for life. 
Truth and error is the all-important issue in the matter of 
religion and morals. As our Lord said, the truth will make 
you free. While being alert to all traces, seeds and vehicles 
of the truth wherever they may be in the religions and 
philosophies of the world, let us nevertheless strive to be a 
true witness to Christ who is the light of the world. He is 
the Way, the Truth and the Life for mankind. No-one 
comes to the Father but through him. His is the only name 
by which all may be saved. 

-- 
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Thursday of the Twenty-eighth Week of Ordinary Time 


Entrance Antiphon Ps 130 (129):3-4 If you, O Lord, 
should mark iniquities, Lord, who could stand? But with 
you is found forgiveness, O God of Israel. 

Collect May your grace, O Lord, we pray, at all times go 
before us and follow after and make us always determined 
to carry out good works. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Romans 3: 21-30; Psalm 129; 

Luke 11:47-54 

Jesus said to the experts in the law, Woe to you, 
because you build tombs for the prophets, and it was your 
forefathers who killed them. So you testify that you 
approve of what your forefathers did; they killed the 
prophets, and you build their tombs. Because of this, God 
in his wisdom said, 7 will send them prophets and apostles, 
some of whom they will kill and others they will persecute. ’ 
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Therefore this generation will be held responsible for the 
blood of all the prophets that has been shed since the 
beginning of the world, from the blood of Abel to the blood 
of Zechariah, who was killed between the altar and the 
sanctuary. Yes, I tell you, this generation will be held 
responsible for it all. Woe to you experts in the law, 
because you have taken away the key to knowledge. You 
yourselves have not entered, and you have hindered those 
who were entering. When Jesus left there, the Pharisees 
and the teachers of the law began to oppose him fiercely 
and to besiege him with questions, waiting to catch him in 
something he might say. (Luke 11:47-54) 

Responsibility There have been some terrible 
tragedies perpetrated (if we may use the word) by animals. 
For instance, the United States Center for Disease Control 
and Prevention (CDC) published in 2000 a study on dog 
bite-related fatalities (DBRF) that covered the years 1979- 
1998. The study found reports of 327 people killed by 
dogs over the 20-year period. Countless swimmers across 
the globe have been taken by sharks or other sea creatures. 
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I remember reading of a great python snake which 
suddenly dropped on a boy who was with his friends in a 
forest. It crushed him before their eyes, proceeded to 
devour him, and then slithered off. Many have been killed 
by spiders. But no-one considers the dangerous killer- 
animal, with many human deaths to its credit, as being 
responsible for its actions. It is driven by its instincts and 
habits to attack and kill humans. It has no choice, and is 
quite unable to desist from its course of destruction, unless 
it is conditioned to do so. What is supreme in its actions is 
not some form of choice for which it may be held 
responsible, but its instincts which drive it. The animal has 
no ideas, and certainly no idea of right and wrong. This 
moral awareness and choice, as all know, is a fundamental 
characteristic of the human being alone. If this knowledge 
of right and wrong and its accompanying power to choose 
is lacking in a human being, everyone realizes that such a 
person suffers from a radical defect that renders him 
unaccountable for his actions. Such a person is in a serious 
state. Man is a responsible being, which is to say he has the 
responsibility to act rightly. He knows the difference 
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between right and wrong and he knows that he must act 
rightly. This is a fundamental natural law underpinning 
civil law and giving it authority. All know that each person 
is responsible for his compliance with it. It is the grandeur 
of man that he can choose to obey the law of right, and if 
he does so choose, he flourishes. If he does not, it is the 
end of him. 

Man cannot avoid this issue. He is responsible for his 
choices, and if he knowingly chooses to disobey the law of 
right, he will decline and crumble precisely as a man. He 
also vaguely senses that a judgment on him is coming, a 
judgment which will be his final undoing if he has not 
acted responsibly. Man is responsible for himself and his 
actions, and the stakes are high. While during this life civil 
and temporal authorities impose various sanctions of 
reward and punishment (at times even death), at the end of 
life the Divine Judgment will impose only life or death, 
and it will be forever. The responsibility that belongs to 
man is the most awesome thing in creation. He must wake 
up to it while there is time, for even his natural conscience 
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senses that a Reckoning is ahead. Strangely, this basic fact 
of human life and experience has been denied in some 
philosophical thought, and somewhat even in certain 
currents of religious thought. Setting aside various 
philosophies that deny moral obligation and free choice, a 
religious doctrine that assigns the non-elect to eternal loss 
because of the transcendent sovereignty of God, would 
seem to fly in the face of obvious human responsibility. Be 
all this as it may, we are brought to our Gospel passage 
today (Luke 11:47-54), in which our Lord forcefully 
confronts the Pharisees before him with the great fact that 
they will be held responsible for their thoughts, words and 
actions. “ Therefore this generation will be held 

responsible for the blood of all the prophets that has been 
shed since the beginning of the world, from the blood of 
Abel to the blood of Zechariah, who was killed between the 
altar and the sanctuary. Yes, I tell you, this generation will 
be held responsible for it all A Let us not dwell just on 
these Pharisees who, in the event, did not repent. Let us 
take heed, rather, for ourselves. Our final destiny lies in 
our hands. It is an awesome responsibility. 
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Every day counts. What is our primary responsibility? 
Our first and greatest responsibility is to grow in the love 
of God, not just to a degree, but to the maximum degree. 
We are commanded to love God with all our heart and our 
neighbour as ourselves. If we fail to strive for this goal, 
we shall be failing to strive to fulfil our primary 
responsibility and we shall never get there. Let us, then, 
keep the gaze of our hearts on Jesus Christ, knowing that 
from before the world was made, we were chosen in him to 
be full of love in God’s sight. That is our pre-eminent 
responsibility. 

-- 
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Friday of the Twenty-eighth Week of Ordinary Time 


Entrance Antiphon Ps 130 (129): 3-4 If you, O Lord, 
should mark iniquities, Lord, who could stand? But with 
you is found forgiveness, O God of Israel. 

Collect May your grace, O Lord, we pray, at all times go 
before us and follow after and make us always determined 
to carry out good works. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Romans 4:1-8; Psalm 32: lb-2, 5, 11; 

Luke 12:1-7 

At that time: So many people were crowding together 
that they were trampling one another underfoot. Jesus 
began to speak, first to his disciples, “Beware of the 
leaven-that is, the hypocrisy-of the Pharisees. “There is 
nothing concealed that will not be revealed, nor secret that 
will not be known. Therefore whatever you have said in 
the darkness will be heard in the light, and what you have 
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whispered behind closed doors will be proclaimed on die 
housetops. I tell you, my friends, do not be afraid of those 
who kill the body but after that can do no more. I shall 
show you whom to fear. Be afraid of the one who after 
killing has the power to cast into Gehenna; yes, I tell you, 
be afraid of that one. Are not five sparrows sold for two 
small coins? Yet not one of them has escaped the notice of 
God. Even the hairs of your head have all been counted. 
Do not be afraid. You are worth more than many 
sparrows. ” (Luke 12:1-7) 

The presence of God There are many agnostics 
around and some atheists too, but I think one could say that 
most people accept that there is a supernatural realm and 
that there is a God (however this may be imagined and 
understood). Most people are not theoretical atheists or 
agnostics. But that can be a far cry from what we might 
call genuine religion. A great theorist of the nature of faith 
was Cardinal John Henry Newman in the nineteenth 
century. He made a straightforward distinction between 
those for whom God is a mere notion and those for whom 
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God is a reality. What, we might ask, is the key to having 
an abiding realization of the God of revelation and living in 
the light of it? The key is surely living with a lively sense 
of the very presence of God, one and triune. He is present 
to us. Indeed, God the holy Trinity is not just nearby but 
within. The Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit abide 
within the soul of the one who is baptized and in the state 
of grace. In the case of one who is not in the state of grace, 
God the Creator and Father is immanent, intimately near 
and watching all. He is ever so near and he who is our 
Father, our Friend and our Judge, sees all. Nothing escapes 
his notice for he sustains all in being and he is constantly 
inviting us to an intimate friendship with him. He sees the 
slightest movement of our hearts that constitutes an 
obstacle to this friendship and acknowledgment of him. 
Our problem is that we forget these great unseen facts and 
we live in the light of simply what we can and do see. 
Now, even things that we can see we can fail to realize. A 
person has before him the constant love of his spouse and 
yet he can fail to realize it. It is possible for this love to be 
no more than a notion to him and other things can be more 
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real to him such as money, sport or whatever. Yes, we can 
fail to appreciate the reality of things that are plainly before 
us, and so it is even more possible to fail to realize what we 
cannot see but what is even more real than things visible. 
So if our religion is to be genuine, we must learn to live 
constantly in the presence of God. This divine presence 
must not be forgotten. 

In our Gospel today our Lord solemnly warns his 
disciples against the hypocrisy of the Pharisees. We read 
that Jesus began to speak, first to his disciples, “ Beware of 
the leaven-that is, the hypocrisy-of the Pharisees. “There 
is nothing concealed that will not be revealed, nor secret 
that will not be known. Therefore whatever you have said 
in the darkness will be heard in the light, and what you 
have whispered behind closed doors will be proclaimed on 
the housetops ” (Luke 12:1-7). The Pharisees (though not 
all, of course) acted as if they were religious but their 
hearts were far from God. Their hearts were self-centred 
and they sought the acclaim of men. Our Lord said that 
what they kept concealed, either deliberately or through 
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culpable blindness, would be revealed. What they said — 
say, about him — in the dark would be heard in the light, 
and what they had whispered in secret — about him or 
others — would be proclaimed publicly. God sees all and 
the day will come when they would be held to account at 
the judgment seat of God. What each person must do is to 
live with the thought that God is near and within, and then 
to live constantly in a way continually pleasing to God. At 
our Lord’s baptism the voice of the Father was heard and it 
said, this is my Son in whom I am well pleased. Our Lord 
lived constantly in the presence of his heavenly Father, and 
on one occasion he challenged his enemies with this 
question: “Can any of you convict me of sin?” On another 
occasion he stated that he always did what pleased the 
Father. We who desire to follow Christ closely should 
establish a regime in our life whereby we are able to 
remember the constant presence of God. It means a plan of 
life involving times of formal prayer, some spiritual 
reading, receiving the Sacraments, and frequently raising 
the mind and heart to God in brief prayer by renewing the 
offering made of oneself in the morning. When a person 
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lives in the presence of God it is God he is trying to please 
and not just men. 

Our Lord’s words are clear. “7 tell you, my friends, do 
not be afraid of those who kill the body but after that can 
do no more. I shall show you whom to fear. Be afraid of 
the one who after killing has the power to cast into 
Gehenna ” (Luke 12:1-7). Ultimately the only one to fear 
displeasing is God. Let us then resolve to please God in all 
things and to live constantly in his loving and yet awesome 
presence. 

-- 
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Saturday of the Twenty-eighth Week of Ordinary Time 


Entrance Antiphon Ps 130 (129): 3-4 If you, O Lord, 
should mark iniquities, Lord, who could stand? But with 
you is found forgiveness, O God of Israel. 

Collect May your grace, O Lord, we pray, at all times go 
before us and follow after and make us always determined 
to carry out good works. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Romans 4:13, 16-18; Ps 105:6-9, 42-43; 

Luke 12:8-12 

Jesus said to his disciples: “I tell you, everyone who 
acknowledges me before others the Son of Man will 
acknowledge before the angels of God. But whoever 
denies me before others will be denied before the angels of 
God. “Everyone who speaks a word against the Son of 
Man will be forgiven, but the one who blasphemes against 
the Holy Spirit will not be forgiven. When they take you 
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before synagogues and before rulers and authorities, do 
not worry about how or what your defence will be or about 
what you are to say. For the Holy Spirit will teach you at 
that moment what you should say. ” (Luke 12:8-12) 

The Way, Truth and Life I have at various times 
noticed an important objection to the Person of Christ 
levelled by some of our Jewish brethren — and those of the 
Jewish faith are indeed our (elder) brethren, for Abraham is 
our common father in the faith. The objection is that Jesus 
Christ himself is the object of the Christian religion. No 
other prophet or figure assumes this status. Take Abraham, 
Isaac, Jacob, Moses, Samuel, or any of the prophets be 
they the greatest or the least. None of them sets himself 
forth as the object of revealed religion. They all point 
away from themselves to the one God. But read through 
the New Testament and it is obvious that Christ’s very Self 
is the focus of a great deal of his teaching. His very Self is 
the object of his disciples’ love and life. This is 
disconcerting for the Jewish writers I am thinking of. Our 
Gospel passage today is a case in point, for in it our Lord 
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speaks of “everyone” acknowledging him before others. 
He himself is to be the object of their witness and 
proclamation. Everyone who acknowledges him before 
others will be acknowledged by him before the angels of 
God, and the one who denies him before others will be 
denied before the angels of God. The point is reinforced 
by our Lord after he rose from the dead and just prior to his 
final ascension into heaven. His disciples were to go to the 
whole world with a mission. The mission was to make all 
the nations his disciples, disciples of Jesus Christ. The 
Christian religion consists of being a disciple of Jesus 
Christ. The plan of God is that all of mankind is called to 
accept Christ as the divine Oracle and Object of life. This 
is an extraordinary and utterly unique claim, placing the 
Person of Jesus far beyond any other figure in the religions 
of man. How can this be justified? It is justified by the 
claim that Christ is God and Redeemer. The man Jesus is 
not only the Messiah, but he is God from God, Light from 
Light, true God from true God, the only Son of the Lather, 
the image of the unseen God, the divine Redeemer of all 
mankind. 
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So it is that all Christians are called to live a life of 
witnessing to the Person of Jesus. Every religious person 
is called to bear witness to God through his words and 
especially his deeds. But the Christian knows that the God 
of the world is incarnate in the Person of Jesus, and so his 
life is to be a life of witness to this fact. As the life of our 
Lord shows and as the lives of so many other Christians 
show, this work of witnessing brings difficulty, opposition 
and persecution. Our Lord crowned his short life by 
deliberately allowing himself to fall into the hands of the 
Jewish leaders in order to bear witness to the truth of 
himself, knowing that it would involve suffering and death. 
This was the will of the Lather that he bear witness to the 
truth amid rejection, suffering and death. In the presence 
of Pontius Pilate, the representative of the Roman Empire, 
he stated that he was born to bear witness to the truth, and 
that whoever is of the truth listens to his voice. The “truth” 
was above all the truth about himself and his redemptive 
work. Those who believed in him and observed his 
commandments would be saved. The Christian by his life 
bears witness to this, as did the Master himself. Now, there 
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is a most consoling feature in the life of witness of the 
Christian. It is that he has the wonderful assistance of God 
the Holy Spirit, about whom our Lord says that “ everyone 
who speaks a word against the Son of Man will be 
forgiven, but the one who blasphemes against the Holy 
Spirit will not be forgiven. ” This same Holy Spirit is our 
guide and stay in all our life and work of witness, for our 
Lord says that “ when they take you before synagogues and 
before rulers and authorities, do not worry about how or 
what your defence will be or about what you are to say. 
For the Holy Spirit will teach you at that moment what you 
should say. ” (Luke 12:8-12). Let the Christian in his 
everyday life, then, call on the help of the Holy Spirit and 
not worry. In all difficulties the Holy Spirit will be at hand 
to guide and to help. 

Let us accept Christ as the Way, the Truth and the 
Life. He is the true object of man’s yearnings and his 
destiny. This is the message of the Church to the world, 
and we have the wondrous help of the Holy Spirit to guide 
us in proclaiming this by our daily life and the fulfilment of 
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our duties. So then, now I begin! Every day is my 
opportunity! I must not waste time, for life is short and 
eternity is long. 

-- 
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Twenty-ninth Sunday of Ordinary Time 


Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 17 (16): 6, 8 To you I call; for 
you will surely heed me, O God; turn your ear to me; hear 
my words. Guard me as the apple of your eye; in the 
shadow of your wings protect me. 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, grant that we may 
always conform our will to yours and serve your majesty in 
sincerity of heart. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your 
Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Exodus 17:8-13; Psalm 121:1-8; 

2 Timothy 3:14-4:2; Luke 18:1-8 

Jesus told his disciples a parable about the necessity 
for them to pray always without becoming weary. He said, 
"There was a judge in a certain town who neither feared 
God nor respected any human being. And a widow in that 
town used to come to him and say, 'Render a just decision 
for me against my adversary. ’ For a long time the judge 
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was unwilling, but eventually he thought, 'While it is true 
that I neither fear God nor respect any human being, 
because this widow keeps bothering me I shall deliver a 
just decision for her lest she finally come and strike me."' 
The Lord said, "Pay attention to what the dishonest judge 
says. Will not God then secure the rights of his chosen 
ones who call out to him day and night? Will he be slow to 
answer them? I tell you, he will see to it that justice is done 
for them speedily. But when the Son of Man comes, will he 
find faith on earth?" (Luke 18:1-8) 

Prayer of petition The prayer of petition has 
always been a topic of controversy. I remember once at the 
University of Sydney there was a lunchtime address by a 
priest who was a lecturer in the Department of Philosophy 
there, and his topic was prayer of petition. Among the 
audience there were two professors of Philosophy in the 
same department. While one took issue with him, the other 
(who was an agnostic) defended him. Does praying to 
God, for what we need, make any difference to things? 
Jesus Christ, the supreme Teacher of mankind in all that 
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relates to God and man’s relationship with him, solemnly 
assures us that prayer is indeed effective and that God will 
hasten to the aid of the one who appeals to him. But in our 
Gospel passage today our Lord tells us that we must ask 
God in faith, and that faith is shown in perseverance in 
prayer. Typically, he tells a story to illustrate this feature 
of the prayer that God answers. The widow of his story 
simply refuses to give up on asking the unjust judge, and 
out of weariness and frustration at her importunity he gives 
in to her request. This illustration our Lord gives is drawn 
from life and he points out that if this perseverance is 
effective in human affairs, then how much more will 
persistence in asking be effective with the good God. “Will 
not God then secure the rights of his chosen ones who call 
out to him day and night? Will he be slow to answer them? 
I tell you, he will see to it that justice is done for them 
speedily. But when the Son of Man comes, will he find 
faith on earth?" (Luke 18:1-8). We must have the faith to 
turn to God and the faith to be persevering in our request. 
Father Benedict Groeschel of the United States was once 
asked on television what one can do for a close relative 
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who has lapsed from the practice of the Christian faith. He 
said that one should, first and foremost, begin praying for 
that person, and then keep praying for him. He went on to 
make further judicious suggestions, but the first one was 
the persevering prayer of petition. 

We must persevere in our petitions because there are 
many forces opposing the blessings God wishes to bestow 
upon us. Among those opposing forces are the demonic 
powers who fight against God and his plan of redemption. 
In his public ministry our Lord was continually being 
opposed by Satan who actually succeeded in gaining 
dominion over one of our Lord’s own Twelve. At the Last 
Supper Satan finally “entered” into Judas, and Judas went 
out into the “night” to organize his betrayal of the Master. 
Our Lord told the scribes and Pharisees who were his 
enemies that their father was the devil. At the Last Supper 
he spoke of the prince of this world and how he was 
coming. Now, imagine how persevering our Lord’s own 
prayer of petition must have been during the whole of his 
public ministry! He exhorted his disciples on one occasion 
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to pray that the Lord of the harvest would send labourers to 
the harvest. He must have prayed this prayer constantly. 
The prayer for forgiveness of his enemies that he expressed 
on the cross he must have prayed perseveringly during his 
public ministry. The results of that prayer of Christ is 
shown in the harvest of souls after his ascension and the 
sending of the Holy Spirit — it was striking. The Letter to 
the Hebrews tells us that Christ our High Priest is 
continually now interceding for us at the right hand of the 
Father. Christ’s prayer of petition was and continues to be 
persevering. It never gave up and it does not now give up. 
This powerful and persevering prayer of Christ our 
Redeemer and High Priest is the hope of the world and it is 
this which opposes the powers of darkness and the fallen 
tendencies of sinful man. Christ’s prayer overcomes all, 
and we who are in him by baptism and faith are called to 
pray perseveringly for our needs united to him who prays 
for them too. We do not pray persistently on our own. We 
pray in union with Christ and in union with all those who 
are in Christ, Mary his mother, all the angels and saints, 
and all those still on the way to heaven. 
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This persevering prayer of petition offered by Christ 
our High Priest is made present at Mass. Mass is the one 
and unique sacrifice of Calvary mysteriously and 
sacramentally made present. At Mass we are able to unite 
ourselves to Christ who perseveringly makes petitions to 
his heavenly Father on our behalf. Our prayer of petition 
becomes powerful when made in union with him. Let us 
then, as our Lord says elsewhere, pray always and never 
lose heart. 

Further reading : Catechism of the Catholic Church no. 
2629-2636 (Prayer of petition and intercession) 

-- 
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Monday of the Twenty-ninth Week of Ordinary Time 


Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 17 (16): 6, 8 To you I call; for 
you will surely heed me, O God; turn your ear to me; hear 
my words. Guard me as the apple of your eye; in the 
shadow of your wings protect me. 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, grant that we may 
always conform our will to yours and serve your majesty in 
sincerity of heart. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your 
Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Romans 4:20-25; Luke 1:69-75; 

Luke 12:13-21 

Someone in the crowd said to Jesus, “Teacher, tell my 
brother to share the inheritance with me. ” He replied to 
him, “Friend, who appointed me as your judge and 
arbitrator?” Then he said to the crowd, “Take care to 
guard against all greed, for though one may be rich, one’s 
life does not consist of possessions. ” Then he told them a 
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parable. “There was a rich man whose land produced a 
bountiful harvest. He asked himself, ‘What shall I do, for I 
do not have space to store my harvest? ’ And he said, ‘This 
is what I shall do: I shall tear down my barns and build 
larger ones. There I shall store all my grain and other 
goods and I shall say to myself, “Now as for you, you have 
so many good things stored up for many years, rest, eat, 
drink, be merry!”‘ But God said to him, ‘You fool, this 
night your life will be demanded of you; and the things you 
have prepared, to whom will they belong? ’ Thus will it be 
for the one who stores up treasure for himself but is not 
rich in what matters to God (Luke 12:13-21) 

Greed Consider a group of animals around a 

very limited amount of food or prey. In all probability a 
fight will break out for the spoils. Imagine a dog that 
buries its bones in various locations. It feels secure in the 
memory of those bones. I have seen a dog unearth its 
bones and gather them together in order to show 
superiority over another dog that had arrived on the scene. 
Material goods are even more important for man. He 
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needs them for his livelihood, for his leisure and culture, 
and for his security into the future. Material goods are the 
source of tremendous happiness and harmony among men 
and they are also the occasion of numerous wars and strife. 
That is to say, they are the material of both sharing and of 
greed. One man shares his goods with someone in need or 
with someone he loves and those goods are the occasion of 
happiness and harmony. Another is greedy and refuses to 
share them with those in need and at times even deprives 
others of goods that are theirs. Those goods are then the 
occasion of strife and unhappiness. The fact is that we can 
love others the more because of our use of material goods 
or we can love others the less because of them. So too, in 
his relationship with God, man can love God the more 
because of how he possesses and uses material things, or 
he can love God much the less because of them. Because 
of his fallen condition, a condition that makes him prone to 
a great love of self, man is very liable to be greedy. He is 
liable to want material goods far more than is necessary, 
and he is prone to want them at the expense of others and 
his own best interests. Because this tendency is so deeply 
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rooted in man and so likely to dominate his noblest 
aspirations, there have been numerous people — especially 
Christians — who through the centuries have renounced 
the independent use, and even the very ownership, of all 
material goods. These persons bear witness to love as the 
proper soul of our attitude to material goods. 

In our Gospel passage today our Lord solemnly warns 
against greed (Luke 12:13-21). When asked, he refuses to 
accede to the request of a member of the crowd that he 
direct his brother to share the inheritance. That, 
incidentally, is an example of an earnest prayer that our 
Lord did not grant. Perhaps with his insight into hearts, 
our Lord saw in the petitioner the presence or danger of 
greed, even if his request was legitimate (and we do not 
know if it was). Our Lord replied that he had not come to 
arbitrate on those matters. But on other occasions he did 
provide material goods. At the marriage feast of Cana he 
miraculously provided an abundance of splendid wine. On 
at least two occasions he provided an immense amount of 
food for a large and hungry concourse of people. In fact, 
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he gave them more than they needed. So our Lord’s 
concern here was the danger of the vice of greed, even if 
present in legitimate requests. We may have a right to 
what we now have and what we want to have for the 
future, but what is at the heart of our aspiration for those 
material things? It could be a deep-seated greed. Our Lord 
tells a story about a rich man whose land produced a 
bountiful harvest. There is not the slightest indication that 
he gained his harvest dishonestly. We must presume that 
he had every legal right to it. Nor is our Lord specifically 
and expressly referring to his not having shared his goods 
with those in need. However, if asked, might have said that 
the very fact that he hoarded so many goods indicated that 
he was not concerned for others in need. But our Lord’s 
point is that he made his life and its security consist in his 
possessions — so was greedy for them. We read that he 
said to the crowd, “ Take care to guard against all greed, 
for though one may be rich, one’s life does not consist of 
possessions .” All that he worked for, all that he valued, all 
his future, all he rested in, consisted of his material 
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possessions. That very night his life ended, and he was left 
with nothing to enjoy either in this world or in the next. 

We are born into this world to become rich, but truly 
rich — rich in what will last into eternity. Our true wealth 
lies in God and in doing his holy will. We shall be rich if 
we live in Christ and in union with him. This means 
following him in obedient love as he carries his cross, and 
this path is one of renunciation. No one can be my 
disciple, our Lord says, unless he gives up all his 
possessions. That is to say, our hearts must be detached 
from the things of this world and wholly attached to God in 
Christ. That is the way to get rich. The things of this world 
are to be used and possessed in God and at the service of 
his love. Then we shall be rich indeed. 


A Second Reflection 

The fool The testimony of Scripture is clear about 
King Solomon, the famous son of the more famous King 
David: Solomon was very “wise”. This was not just a 
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natural attribute, although inasmuch as grace generally 
builds on nature, he was probably blessed with natural gifts 
of intelligence and prudence. His proverbial gift of 
wisdom was a special endowment from God. It was a 
reward for the request that he made of God for “an 
understanding mind to govern thy people” (1 Kings 3:9). 
Solomon began well: “ Solomon loved the Lord, walking in 
the statutes of David his father” (1 Kings 3:3a), although 
even then there seems to have been some ambiguity, for we 
read that “only, he sacrificed and burnt incense at the high 
places ” (1 Kings 3:3b). This may mean that while he 
worshipped (at this stage) only Yahweh, still, he 
condescended to sacrifice to Yahweh at places that had 
been associated with other gods. Be that as it may, he was 
famously “wise.” God even promised, as a further reward, 
“both riches and honour, so that no other king shall 
compare with you, all your days ” (1 Kings 3:13). And so it 
turned out. We read that “ Judah and Israel were as many 
as the sand by the sea; they ate and drank and were happy. 
Solomon ruled over all the kingdoms from the Euphrates to 
the land of the Philistines and to the border of Egypt; they 
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brought tribute and served Solomon all the days of his life ” 
(1 Kings 4:20-21). Let us not be distracted by the details 
of his success and pre-eminence. The point here is that he 
enjoyed prosperity and temporal success. The inspired 
account repeats the point that “ the Lord gave Solomon 
wisdom, as he promised him; and there was peace between 
Hiram and Solomon ” (1 Kings 5:12). Indeed, we read, 
“Thus King Solomon excelled all the kings of the earth in 
riches and in wisdom. And the whole earth sought the 
presence of Solomon” (10:23-24). 

But all this became horribly wrong, and, I suggest, it 
was due to Solomon losing his heart to the abundance of 
material and temporal benefits that came his way. He 
came to prefer the things of this life to his communion with 
the one true God. He enriched himself in the things of this 
life and gradually neglected the God who had given them 
to him. He “ gathered together chariots and horsemen; he 
had fourteen hundred chariots and twelve thousand 
horsemen .... And the king made silver as common in 
Jerusalem as stone, and he made cedar as plentiful as the 
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sycamore of the Shephelah” (10:26-27). It got more 
serious still: “Now King Solomon loved many foreign 
women, .... from the nations concerning which the Lord 
had said to the people of Israel, ‘You shall not enter into 
marriage with them, neither shall they with you, for surely 
they will turn away your heart after their gods Solomon 
clung to these in love ” (1 Kings 11:1-2). His heart 
gradually left Yahweh God, and he “built a high place for 
Chemosh the abomination of Moab, and for Molech the 
abomination of the Ammonites, on the mountain east of 
Jerusalem. And so he did for all his foreign wives ... and 
the Lord was angry with Solomon, because his heart had 
turned away from the Lord, the God of Israel, who had 
appeared to him twice ” (1 Kings 11:7-9). Till the end of 
the world and for all the time that the Holy Scriptures are 
read, Solomon will be famous not only for his wisdom and 
prosperity, but for his infidelity. He stored up for himself 
satisfying things in this life and rendered himself destitute 
of the one thing necessary: communion with his God. He 
ended his life miserably poor in the things of God. All this 
brings us to our Gospel passage of today, in which our 
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Lord tells the parable of the man who made himself rich in 
the things of this world, while neglecting the things of God. 

The man in our Lord’s parable was a “fool.” The 
psalmist writes that the fool says in his heart that there is 
no God (Psalm 14:1), which is what the person is doing 
who lives for this world’s goods and forgets God. In the 
parable, God accuses the man of being a fool. “Ge>d said to 
him, ‘You fool! This very night your life will be demanded 
from you. Then who will get what you have prepared for 
yourself? ’ This is how it will be with anyone who stores up 
things for himself but is not rich towards God” (Luke 12: 
13-21). We must have things and we must use them. If 
they come our way legitimately, let us be grateful to God 
for his kindness. But in everything and always let us seek 
the glory of God and communion with him by doing his 
will, no matter what the cost. Yes! No matter what the cost, 
even if it means losing all the things of this world, life 
itself — let us cling to God, for with God we shall be rich 
indeed. 
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Tuesday of the Twenty-ninth Week of Ordinary Time 


Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 17 (16): 6, 8 To you I call; for 
you will surely heed me, O God; turn your ear to me; hear 
my words. Guard me as the apple of your eye; in the 
shadow of your wings protect me. 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, grant that we may 
always conform our will to yours and serve your majesty in 
sincerity of heart. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your 
Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Romans 5:12, 15b, 17-19, 20b-21; 

Psalm 40:7-10, 17; Luke 12:35-38 

Jesus said to his disciples: “Gird your loins and light 
your lamps and be like servants who await their master’s 
return from a wedding, ready to open immediately when he 
comes and knocks. Blessed are those servants whom the 
master finds vigilant on his arrival. Amen, I say to you, he 
will gird himself, have them recline at table, and proceed 
to wait on them. And should he come in the second or third 
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watch and find them prepared in this way, blessed are 
those servants. ” (Luke 12:35-38) 

The Present It could be said that the great and 
important thing about life is that we all shall die. A sign of 
an immature grasp of life is the lack of an appreciation of 
our mortality. With the passing of the years there should 
come the realization that life is short. Francis Borgia 
underwent a profound change when he saw the dead body 
of his Spanish sovereign. The sight of the dead queen cast 
a powerfully new light on life and he was never the same 
again. The ultimate upshot of his new path was the Jesuit 
priesthood and personal sanctity. He encountered death, 
and became a canonized saint. In the pictures painted of 
various saints, one often sees a skull included in the 
painting — showing the fact that the saint in question kept 
before himself the thought that life is fast heading towards 
its end. That end is just a new beginning to something 
everlasting, be it Heaven or Hell. The other great feature 
about death (which is itself the great feature about life) is 
that death often comes suddenly, without warning. There is 
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a massive earthquake and vast numbers are killed and 
maimed. Or the earthquake occurs under the sea, and the 
tsunami destroys thousands of people and numerous 
towns. A suicide bomber suddenly blasts numerous people 
in all directions. A plague arises out of nowhere and takes 
numbers beyond counting. A plane explodes in mid-air or 
crashes into a cloud-covered mountain. A person drops 
dead from a heart attack or is suddenly discovered to be 
with terminal cancer and has only a month to live. He has 
to get ready for the most momentous thing of all — his 
death. Life will certainly come to an end, and it could end 
suddenly. All this is part and parcel of the transience of 
created visible being, and is result of the fall of man at the 
beginning. Sin entered the world through one man and 
with sin death, and death has passed to the whole human 
race, and that death can be sudden. We must take account 
of this all our lives. Our Lord says to his disciples that they 
must so live as always to be ready and prepared. 

Jesus said to his disciples: “ Gird your loins and light 
your lamps and be like servants who await their master’s 
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return from a wedding, ready to open immediately when he 
comes and knocks. Blessed are those servants whom the 
master finds vigilant on his arrival” (Luke 12:35-38). Our 
Lord’s words remind us that it is an essential component of 
the Christian discipleship that we so live as to be ready at 
any point for life to end. The Christian views a sudden 
death as a sudden arrival of Jesus the Master. Life is a 
constant journey towards the Master who is in the process 
of coming to us. His definitive arrival could happen at any 
moment. This arrival is something the Christian looks 
forward to and awaits. He is a servant of the Master and he 
awaits his arrival by being constantly busy about his 
Master’s affairs. He is using the short time given to him — 
time that may come to an end without warning — in order 
to please the Master and serve his interests. He is always 
vigilant so as to advance the honour and the glory of the 
Master. Now, as with everything, we must carefully 
cultivate a habit of viewing life in this way. This is because 
we cannot just turn on at will such an attitude in our 
minds. There is an old piece of advice that as we get older 
we depend more and more on the habits that we have 
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cultivated. Those habits that make up the motor of our 
everyday lives have to be good habits, bearing in mind the 
old saying that you can’t teach an old dog new tricks. One 
fundamental habit is to look on the day at hand as if it were 
to be our last. The only true reality is the present. The 
past is gone and the future is not yet. It is the present 
which we must live to the fullest, which means doing the 
duty of the moment with love for and obedience to Christ 
our Lord, constantly remembering his coming Judgment. 
When we die it is all over, all opportunities have been 
exhausted, and all that remains is the Judgment of Christ 
our King. 

Let us appreciate the immense potential of the present 
moment, the present day, the present duty, the present 
opportunity. Let us live in the present as one who is ready 
were the Master to arrive at the next moment. Life must be 
lived with these great facts in mind: Death and God’s 
Judgment. It was because of the radical transience of the 
life of each of us that Christ became man and died and rose 
for our salvation. 
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A Second Reflection on Today’s Gospel Passage: 

Be ready! We read of a landmark event in the 
Book of Genesis, an event destined to have repercussions 
for all mankind. The account is simple: “The Lord said to 
Abram: Go from your country and your kindred and your 
father’s house to the land I will show you .... and by you 
all the families of the earth shall bless themselves ” (12:1- 
3). The event was the sudden appearance by God and the 
declaration of his will in the life of this one man, Abram. 
But the thing to be noticed here is Abram’s disposition. He 
was found ready for God’s coming to him. God having 
declared his will to him, he then “went as the Lord had told 
him ” (12:4). In some sense, the heart of Abram was 
disposed for the divine call, and was ready to act in accord 
with it. There were other such incidents. For instance, we 
read that “the Lord appeared to him by the oaks ofMamre, 
as he sat at the door of his tent in the heat of the day ” 
(18:1). This time we are given the form of this divine 
appearance: “ behold, three men stood in front of him .” 
And what was Abraham’s response? It showed that he was 
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ready for this divine coming: “he ran from the tent door to 
meet them and bowed himself to the earth, and said, ‘My 
Lord, if I have found favour in your sight, do not pass by 
your servant’'” (18:2-5). The point here is that Abraham 
was so disposed as to be ready for the sudden arrival in his 
life of the Lord God. Again, let us pass over to the sudden 
arrival of God in the life of Moses. We read that Moses 
“ looked, and lo, the bush was burning, yet it was not 
consumed ” (Exodus 3:2) — at which he turned aside to 
examine the phenomenon before him. At this, “ God called 
to him out of the bush, ‘Moses, Moses!’ And he said, ‘Here 
am I /”’ Moses was ready for the coming of the Lord to 
declare his will. “ Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to 
look on God ” (3:6) — a sign of his profound submission. 

There are other examples of this readiness in 
disposition for the coming of the Lord. The greatest of the 
Judges, and after Moses the first of the great prophets, was 
Samuel. His readiness for the coming of the Lord was a 
feature of his very childhood. We read of the boy Samuel 
that he “ was ministering to the Lord under Eli. And the 
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word of the Lord was rare in those days; there was no 
frequent vision ” (1 Samuel 3:1). Then, we read, “the Lord 
came and stood forth, calling as at other times, ‘Samuel! 
Samuel! ’ And Samuel said, ‘Speak, for thy servant hears. 
(3:10). Samuel was so disposed from his earliest youth as 
to be ready for the coming of the Lord. We read that 
“Samuel grew, and the Lord was with him and let none of 
his words fall to the ground ” (3:19). Again, we read in the 
Book of the prophet Isaiah the circumstances of his call. “/ 
heard the voice of the Lord saying, ‘Whom shall I send, 
and who will go for us?’ Then I said, ‘Here am I! Send 
me. ’ And he said, ‘Go, and say to this people: ‘Hear and 
hear, but do not understand (Isaiah 6:8-9). All these 
persons, and others could be cited, were ready and willing 
for the arrival of the Lord and the declaration of his will in 
their life. They pointed to Jesus Christ, the exemplar of all. 
We read in the Letter to the Hebrews that “ when Christ 
came into the world, he said, .... ‘Lo, I have come to do 
you will, O God (Hebrews 10:5-7). All of this is in stark 
contrast with what happened in the beginning. After the 
man and his wife sinned, we read that God came “ walking 
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in the garden in the cool of the day What was the 
reaction to this coming of the Lord? We read that "the man 
and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord 
God among the trees of the garden ” (Genesis 3:8). They 
were not ready for him. Theirs is the archetypal instance of 
one not being ready for the coming of the Lord. 

All of this brings us to our Gospel today (Luke 12: 35- 
38), in which our Lord requires of us that we be ever ready 
for the coming of the Lord, for we do not know the day nor 
the hour. "Be dressed ready for service and keep your 
lamps burning, like men waiting for their master to return 
from a wedding banquet, so that when he comes and 
knocks they can immediately open the door for him. It will 
be good for those servants whose master finds them 
watching when he comes.” Let us so live as to be ready for 
the Master, were he suddenly to come. How would we live 
this day, were we to know that this day is our very last? 
Indeed, how do we know that it is not? The one thing 
necessary is that we be ready to do God’s will as well as 
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we can, and for real love of him. That is the way we shall 
be found ready, were the Lord suddenly to come. 

-- 
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Wednesday of the Twenty-ninth Week Ordinary Time 


Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 17 (16): 6, 8 To you I call; for 
you will surely heed me, O God; turn your ear to me; hear 
my words. Guard me as the apple of your eye; in the 
shadow of your wings protect me. 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, grant that we may 
always conform our will to yours and serve your majesty in 
sincerity of heart. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your 
Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Romans 6:12-18; Psalm 124: lb-8; 

Luke 12:39-48 

Jesus said to his disciples: “Be sure of this: if the 
master of the house had known the hour when the thief was 
coming, he would not have let his house be broken into. 
You also must be prepared, for at an hour you do not 
expect, the Son of Man will come. ” Then Peter said, “Lord, 
is this parable meant for us or for everyone? ” And the 
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Lord replied, “Who, then, is the faithful and prudent 
steward whom the master will put in charge of his servants 
to distribute the food allowance at the proper time? 
Blessed is that servant whom his master on arrival finds 
doing so. Truly, I say to you, he will put him in charge of 
all his property. But if that servant says to himself, ‘My 
master is delayed in coming, ’ and begins to beat the 
menservants and the maidservants, to eat and drink and get 
drunk, then that servant's master will come on an 
unexpected day and at an unknown hour and will punish 
the servant severely and assign him a place with the 
unfaithful. That servant who knew his master’s will but did 
not make preparations nor act in accord with his will shall 
be beaten severely; and the servant who was ignorant of 
his master’s will but acted in a way deserving of a severe 
beating shall be beaten only lightly. Much will be required 
of the person entrusted with much, and still more will be 
demanded of the person entrusted with more. ” (Luke 
12:39-48) 
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The Judgment By way of aside, I have always 
thought that St Luke had a sense of humour and that we see 
evidence of it in his inspired writings. We think of his 
account of the Jews attacking Sosthones, the ruler of the 
synagogue, when they were unsuccessful against Paul 
(Acts 18:17). We might think of the consternation that 
Paul’s words about divine justice caused in Felix (Acts 
24:25), or Felix’s exasperation when telling Paul that his 
studies and learning were driving him mad (Acts 26:24). I 
find one detail in our Lukan Gospel passage of today a 
little amusing. Our Lord begins his instruction about being 
constantly prepared for the coming of the Son of Man. 
Then suddenly Peter interrupts, asking if the parable is 
meant for them or for all. Our Lord appears to carry on 
with his parable regardless, as if Peter’s intervention is 
mildly beside the point or perhaps as if the answer to his 
question is obvious. Be that as it may, our Lord’s teaching 
today is surely of immense importance and we see it 
recurring time and again in the Gospels. We must stand 
ready for the coming of the Master, and that coming could 
occur at any point. In the parable the servant does not 
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doubt that the master will come. It is just that he makes the 
assumption that his master is delayed and that therefore his 
present activities will go unobserved. Without warning, 
the master arrives and finds him in the midst of his neglect, 
and punishes him accordingly. Well now, what of modern 
man? We of the modern age doubt the reality of what we 
do not see or touch or hear. We require the possibility of 
empirical testing. The supernatural is therefore the object 
of scepticism. Conduct some sort of review of the 
philosophical literature of the past decades and notice the 
extent to which the supernatural is assumed to be 
non-factual. Theist philosophers feel obligated to defend 
the supernatural. It is a reflection of the materialism of the 
modern age and a fruit of much of Western thought over 
the past few centuries. We now think that if something is 
out of sight then it should be out of mind. 

Our parable insists that it will be no excuse to have 
been forgetful (Luke 12:39-48). We must take steps to 
train ourselves to remember, and to remember constantly, 
that the unseen Lord is due. He is on his way, and when he 
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does arrive — we don’t know when — we shall be judged 
on how he finds us. Now this is a particularly important 
point. Let it not escape us. The all-important moment in 
our life is the moment of our death. The dispositions and 
degree of love and obedience with which we are found at 
death will be decisive at our judgment. If at a certain stage 
of my life I was serving Christ faithfully and subsequently 
abandoned my Christian faith, turning my back on Christ 
and on obedience to God, and if this is the disposition I am 
found to have at my death, what do I take with me as I go 
before the judgment of God? I take little but my neglect, 
because what I had of Christ and life in him I abandoned 
for the sake of other loves. I am found to be like the 
servant of today’s parable. On the other hand, while much 
of my life may have been neglectful of Christ and of my 
duties to him, I may have repented and set about the 
diligent and loving service of Christ. If I am found at this 
love and service of him at my death, then it is with Christ 
that I shall go to my judgment. The all-important moment 
of my life is the moment of my death. But to prepare well 
for this future moment I must live as best as I can every 
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present moment. The present is the best opportunity to 
prepare for the future. How should I prepare for my death? 
I prepare for the moment of my death by living for God in 
the present. I must attend to the duties that Christ my 
master has entrusted to me right now. I should do them for 
him, do them as well as I can in all their detail because they 
come from him, and do them in their entirety whatever be 
the cost. That is to say, I must sanctify my daily work and 
through doing a holy work in a holy manner I shall sanctify 
myself and others as well. If this is my daily way of life, 
then at the last when my master arrives he will find me 
ready and not caught unprepared. 

It was once said to me by a university lecturer that the 
God of the Old Testament was a God of judgment and the 
God of the New Testament was a God of love. His words 
constituted a quite misconceived simplification. Time and 
again our Lord speaks of the coming judgment of God and 
he does so in our Gospel passage today. Let us take heed 
of Christ’s words and so live as always to be ready 
whenever the Master might choose to arrive. 
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Thursday of the Twenty-ninth Week of Ordinary Time 


Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 17 (16): 6, 8 To you I call; for 
you will surely heed me, O God; turn your ear to me; hear 
my words. Guard me as the apple of your eye; in the 
shadow of your wings protect me. 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, grant that we may 
always conform our will to yours and serve your majesty in 
sincerity of heart. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your 
Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Romans 6:19-23; Psalm 1:1-4 and 6; 

Luke 12:49-53 

Jesus said to his disciples: “I have come to set the 
earth on fire, and how I wish it were already blazing! 
There is a baptism with which I must be baptized, and how 
great is my anguish until it is accomplished! Do you think 
that I have come to establish peace on the earth ? No, I tell 
you, but rather division. From now on a household of five 
will be divided, three against two and two against three; a 
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father will be divided against his son and a son against his 
father, a mother against her daughter and a daughter 
against her mother, a mother-in-law against her 
daughter-in-law and a daughter-in-law against her 
mother-in-law. ” (Luke 12:49-53) 

Holiness and peace Every century of history has 
its interest, and one of the very interesting centuries is the 
nineteenth. Particularly interesting is the religious history 
of the nineteenth century, including and especially the 
religious life of England at that time. Now, among the 
figures that stand out as of full of interest is (Cardinal) 
John Henry Newman, now beatified and acknowledged as 
one of the leading religious minds of the age. Among his 
many emphases was that of the hidden starting points or 
assumptions in every person’s mind and heart. He stressed 
time and again that a person’s thought depends enormously 
on where he was coming from, on the initial and often 
hidden assumptions from which flows and which shape so 
much of his thought. Let us take his point. One hidden 
assumption at work in the religious life of so many is that 
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religion is the key to peace — which of course it most 
certainly is. Religion will give me peace. Peace of heart is 
to be found in God and in submission to him. But the 
danger here is that peace rather than God can become one's 
primary aim in embracing and in living religion. A side 
effect of this can be that once religion becomes difficult 
and seemingly devoid of peace, then religion can be put on 
hold or compromised. Newman in his Apologia pro Vita 
Sua acknowledges a special Evangelical influence on him 
during his youth, an influence, incidentally, that implanted 
in him a full acceptance of the doctrine of the Trinity. That 
influence came in the writings of Thomas Scott of Aston 
Sandford. Newman especially attributes to Scott his 
learning that holiness rather than peace is the issue in true 
Christianity. Holiness rather than peace! In our Gospel 
passage today our Lord warns that “Do you think that I 
have come to establish peace on the earth ? No, I tell you, 
but rather division. From now on a household of five will 
be divided, three against two and two against three..A 
(Luke 12:49-53). The peace of Christ involves the cross of 
Christ. 
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Christ does promise peace to the Christian, but it is 
not the peace of this world. My peace I leave to you , he 
tells his disciples at the Last Supper, not as the world gives 
it, but my own peace. Time and again throughout his 
ministry he tells his disciples not to be afraid, for all is in 
the hands of God our heavenly Father. In this sense they 
are to maintain their peace. At the same time he assures 
them that there will be difficulty and persecution. It has 
never been the teaching of the Church that difficulty and 
persecution — martyrdom, say — ought be brazenly 
courted. Our Lord at one point tells his disciples that they 
are to conduct themselves as innocently as doves and as 
shrewdly as serpents. The Christian in the world must be 
prudent and, following the example of St Paul, strive to be 
all things to all men so as to win as many for Christ as 
possible. We must live in the world and work with the 
natural laws (as we might call them) of the world. But this 
should never be an excuse for failing to bear courageous 
witness to the truth of Christ even though it means 
sacrificing the peace we naturally prefer and yearn for. 
Holiness rather than peace! The holiness of the Christian 
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means striving to be a peacemaker, for our Lord 
specifically says that blessed are the peacemakers. 
Nevertheless our Lord’s own example and the example of 
so many witnesses to him in the Church’s history show that 
our Lord’s other words are all too true: “7 have come to set 
the earth on fire, and how I wish it were already blazing! 
There is a baptism with which I must be baptized, and how 
great is my anguish until it is accomplished! Do you think 
that I have come to establish peace on the earth ? No, I tell 
you, but rather division .” All this is to say that bearing 
witness to Christ involves the cross of Christ. The 
Christian follows in the footsteps of the Master on his way 
to Calvary. This he does in his fulfilling, to the very best 
of his ability, the ordinary duties of everyday life that God 
in his providence has entrusted to him. 

Holiness rather than peace! It is by seeking the 
holiness of Christ that the peace of Christ will be attained 
and granted to us. Every day let us be prepared to stand for 
Christ and his way, whatever be the cost. This is our 
greatest service possible to the world of our age. 
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Friday of the Twenty-ninth Week of Ordinary Time 


Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 17 (16): 6, 8 To you I call; for 
you will surely heed me, O God; turn your ear to me; hear 
my words. Guard me as the apple of your eye; in the 
shadow of your wings protect me. 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, grant that we may 
always conform our will to yours and serve your majesty in 
sincerity of heart. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your 
Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Romans 7:18-25a; Psalm 119:66, 68, 
76, 77, 93, 94; Luke 12:54-59 

Jesus said to the crowds, “When you see a cloud 
rising in the west you say immediately that it is going to 
rain-and so it does; and when you notice that the wind is 
blowing from the south you say that it is going to be hot- 
and so it is. You hypocrites! You know how to interpret the 
appearance of the earth and the sky; why do you not know 
how to interpret the present time? “Why do you not judge 
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for yourselves what is right? If you are to go with your 
opponent before a magistrate, make an effort to settle the 
matter on the way; otherwise your opponent will turn you 
over to the judge, and the judge hand you over to the 
constable, and the constable throw you into prison. I say 
to you, you will not be released until you have paid the last 
penny. ” (Luke 12:54-59) 

Religion and life One of the points of discussion 
in our day is the place and effect of religion in our 
everyday world. Specifically, it is asked whether religion 
brings peace and blessings to man or, in the main, suffering 
and strife. Of course, this question is often asked and 
discussed by people who have no time for religion and 
even less for what they call institutionalized religion, 
which is to say the religion embodied in and promoted by 
the Church. They have their case and they argue it out, all 
the while being dismissed by religious people who can see 
quite clearly the prejudices from where they are coming. 
However, this issue of the effect of religion on the world 
should be taken seriously. It ought to lead each to ask what 
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was the founder of the religion intending in respect, say, to 
strife and reconciliation in society and among men. What 
did Christ teach and practise in respect to man’s response 
to injuries, to forgiveness and to all else that divides and 
relates men one to the other. What did Mahomet teach and 
practise? Let us set aside the question about Mahomet and 
ask the question of Christ our Lord. Our Gospel passage 
today contains one of many in the Gospels insisting on 
reconciliation with those from whom we find ourselves 
estranged. Our Lord characteristically begins with a 
parallel from ordinary life, a parallel that illustrates the 
practical wisdom of reconciliation. “Vk/ty do you not judge 
for yourselves what is right? If you are to go with your 
opponent before a magistrate, make an effort to settle the 
matter on the way; otherwise your opponent will turn you 
over to the judge, and the judge hand you over to the 
constable, and the constable throw you into prison. I say 
to you, you will not be released until you have paid the last 
penny^ (Luke 12:54-59). Just as the wise thing in ordinary 
life is to take steps to be reconciled with your opponent 
before it gets to litigation, so too we should make efforts to 
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be reconciled with our brother and our neighbour before it 
gets to the judgment seat of God. 

Our Lord on occasions used graphic language to make 
this point. If someone strikes you on the right cheek, he 
says, turn to him the other cheek for him to strike as well. 
Was our Lord meaning this literally? Hardly, for we 
remember how during his Passion he answered the high 
priest’s question with a legitimate response and was struck 
on the face by an attendant for supposed lack of respect. 
Our Lord asked the attendant for a justification of that 
action: why did you strike me? Our Lord in speaking of 
turning the other cheek was speaking of the love and lack 
of like violence that ought fill the heart of his followers. 
He invites all who labour and are burdened (with, say, 
injustices and violence) to come to him and to learn from 
him for he is meek and humble of heart, and promises that 
they will find rest for their souls. Our Lord describes 
himself as meek and humble of heart. Inasmuch as he 
reveals himself as the image of the Father, we must take it 
that the Father, too, is distinguished by meekness and 
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humility of heart. Christ’s meekness and humility reveals 
that of the Father. Blessed are the gentle and lowly, he 
says, for they shall have the earth for their heritage. 
Blessed are the peacemakers for they shall be called sons 
of God. Blessed are the merciful, for they shall have 
mercy shown them. This is Christ’s charter for the 
Christian in society and in the midst of injustice and 
violence. That is the effect of revealed religion on the 
world — if it is lived. The Christian is not to be violent and 
unjust himself. He is not to seek revenge. He must strive 
to be Christlike, knowing that it is by putting on the mind 
of Christ that one’s actions will bear fruit that will last. 
What these basic principles mean in the concrete is 
elaborated by the Church in her social teaching. It is 
therefore of the utmost importance for the Christian in the 
world that he study and strive to understand this teaching. 
The social teaching of the Church applies and makes 
concrete the teaching of Christ about the life and work of 
the Christian in society. 
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Let us have the ambition to be true representatives of 
Christ in the world of our day. By observing the Christian, 
the world ought be able to know the mind of Christ — 
including his mind for the world. Wherever we go we 
ought to be true instruments and representatives of the 
Master, making him present in the midst of the injustices 
and burdens of men and women everywhere. Where there 
is hatred, let us sow love. It is in this way that evil will be 
overcome and the Kingdom of God made present in the 
world. 
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Saturday of the Twenty-ninth Week of Ordinary Time 


Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 17 (16): 6, 8 To you I call; for 
you will surely heed me, O God; turn your ear to me; hear 
my words. Guard me as the apple of your eye; in the 
shadow of your wings protect me. 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, grant that we may 
always conform our will to yours and serve your majesty in 
sincerity of heart. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your 
Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Romans 8:1-11; Psalm 24:lb-6; 

Luke 13:1-9 

Some people told Jesus about the Galileans whose 
blood Pilate had mingled with the blood of their sacrifices. 
He said to them in reply, “Do you think that because these 
Galileans suffered in this way they were greater sinners 
than all other Galileans? By no means! But I tell you, if 
you do not repent, you will all perish as they did! Or those 
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eighteen people who were killed when the tower at Siloam 
fell on them — do you think they were more guilty than 
everyone else who lived in Jerusalem? By no means! But I 
tell you, if you do not repent, you will all perish as they 
did!” And he told them this parable: ‘‘There once was a 
person who had a fig tree planted in his orchard, and when 
he came in search of fruit on it but found none, he said to 
the gardener, ‘For three years now I have come in search 
of fruit on this fig tree but have found none. So cut it down. 
Why should it exhaust the soil? ’ He said to him in reply, 
‘Sir, leave it for this year also, and I shall cultivate the 
ground around it and fertilize it; it may bear fruit in the 
future. If not you can cut it down. ’ ” (Luke 13:1-9) 

Repentance from sin It would be an interesting 
academic exercise to research the theme of repentance 
from sin in the doctrine and teaching of the founders of the 
religions of man. Let one take Zoroaster, or Buddha, or 
Mahomet, and ask to what extent did they insist on 
repentance from sin as foundational to their message. Of 
course, in one sense or another something of repentance 
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from “sin” (however this is viewed) is plainly required or 
implied in most religions. But I doubt that it could compare 
with the degree to which renunciation of sin is insisted on 
in revealed religion — which is to say in the religion 
recorded in the Old and New Testaments. The dawn of 
man’s history as presented in the Bible is marked by sin 
and by the death that resulted. The history of man that 
followed this sad beginning is shown to be marked by sin. 
The story of God’s people is characterised very much by 
sin. It was from sin that God intended to liberate his 
people, and through them the whole human race. This was 
the blessing intended for “all the families of the earth ” 
(Genesis 12). A constant theme in the preaching of the 
prophets is that of repentance from sin. The God of the 
Old Testament regards sin as a horror and sin brings 
destruction, suffering and death. God requires that his 
people change, that they renounce their evil ways and live 
according to his Law. John the Baptist spent his ministry 
calling on people to repent and to prepare a way for the 
coming of the Lord. He pointed out Christ to his own 
disciples as the Lamb of God who would take away the sin 
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of the world. Once our Lord commences his public 
ministry he too continues the prophetical tradition of the 
preaching of repentance. Our Lord is the great Prophet of 
repentance from sin — and the one who announces the 
divine answer to sin. He calls on all to repent, he offers 
forgiveness to those who do repent, and he offers the grace 
of holiness to those who, having repented, struggle to 
renounce sin in an ongoing sense and to live for God. Sin 
is the sad fact about humanity, and the answer to this 
catastrophic fact is the Person of Christ. 

In our Gospel today our Lord warns his listeners of 
the dire consequences of not repenting from sin. We read 
that some people told Jesus about the Galileans whose 
blood Pilate had mingled with the blood of their sacrifices. 
He said to them in reply, “ Do you think that because these 
Galileans suffered in this way they were greater sinners 
than all other Galileans? By no means! But I tell you, if 
you do not repent, you will all perish as they did! Or those 
eighteen people who were killed when the tower at Siloam 
fell on them — do you think they were more guilty than 
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everyone else who lived in Jerusalem? By no means! But I 
tell you, if you do not repent, you will all perish as they 
didr (Luke 13:1-9). The sufferings and disasters 
undergone by various people cannot be taken as 
punishment for their sins, but they are reminders and signs 
of punishment for sin. Not all suffering is a punishment for 
personal sin, but personal sin will bring the punishment of 
suffering and death (you will all perish as they did). St 
Paul writes in the Letter to the Romans that the wages of 
sin are death. The ultimate consequence is eternal death in 
Hell. It was to save us from the fires of Hell that God 
became man and suffered and died on the cross for sinful 
man. So then, with the grace of Christ we must recognize 
our sins and truly repent of them. On the evening of the 
day our Lord rose from the dead he appeared to the Eleven 
and breathed on them the gift of the Holy Spirit, entrusting 
them with a share in his mission from the Father. Then 
immediately he gave them power to forgive sins. This 
power is transmitted to the ordained priesthood and is 
exercised in the Sacrament of Penance. It is the Sacrament 
of Repentance and Reconciliation with God, a Sacrament 
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which ought be received frequently and regularly, and in a 
spirit of profound repentance and conversion. 

Catholic teaching has always spoken of degrees of 
seriousness in sin. Broadly there are mortal sins and venial 
sins. One danger is to take venial sins lightly. It will be 
impossible to attain holiness of life unless there is an 
ongoing repentance from venial sins. Venial sins must be 
renounced and fought against in everyday life. This we 
can do with the grace of Christ. With this grace, the 
fullness of love can be nourished in our souls. 

-- 
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Thirtieth Sunday of Ordinary Time 


Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 105 (104): 3-4 Let the hearts 
that seek the Lord rejoice; turn to the Lord and his strength; 
constantly seek his face. 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, increase our faith, 
hope and charity, and make us love what you command, so 
that we may merit what you promise. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Sirach 35:12-14, 16-18; Psalm 34:2-3, 
17-19, 23; 2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18; Luke 18:9-14 

Jesus addressed this parable to those who were 
convinced of their own righteousness and despised 
everyone else. "Two people went up to the temple area to 
pray; one was a Pharisee and the other was a tax collector. 
The Pharisee took up his position and spoke this prayer to 
himself, 'O God, I thank you that I am not like the rest of 
humanity - greedy, dishonest, adulterous - or even like this 
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tax collector. I fast twice a week, and I pay tithes on my 
whole income. ’ But the tax collector stood off at a distance 
and would not even raise his eyes to heaven but beat his 
breast and prayed, 'O God, be merciful to me a sinner.' I 
tell you, the latter went home justified, not the former; for 
whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and the one who 
humbles himself will be exalted." (Luke 18:9-14) 

Prayer The Gospel passage before us is one of the 
very famous parables of our Lord. It is the parable of the 
Pharisee and the Tax Collector. They are both in the 
Temple praying and our Lord sets before his audience the 
prayer that formed in the heart of each and he tells us what 
was the upshot of each. In the case of the Pharisee he 
remained in his sins, while the Tax Collector went home 
with his relationship with God restored. The thought of the 
Tax Collector in the parable immediately reminds us that if 
we wish to be made right with God and to live in his 
friendship then we just must pray. Because of his prayer 
he was restored to life in God. Prayer is absolutely 
essential in any genuinely religious life and in any 
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friendship with God. If there is little genuine spirit of 
prayer in our life then our relationship with God will be 
weak. If there is no prayer, there will be no life with God. 
St Alphonsus Liguori writes that a person who does not 
pray is endangering his eternal salvation. By implication, 
if we wish to grow in holiness and in the love of God, then 
we must cultivate a strong life of prayer. Our Lord says 
elsewhere in the Gospels that we are to pray always and 
never to lose heart. He tells us to persevere in our prayer 
with the knowledge that if we ask we shall receive and if 
we knock we shall have the door opened to us. So then, 
any member of Christ’s faithful should be profoundly 
convinced of the overriding importance of a strong daily 
life of prayer, lived out according to the Church’s classic 
guidelines. But now, what further light does our Gospel 
passage today cast on the prayer that ought be rising from 
our hearts daily before God? The key to it lies in what St 
Luke says is our Lord’s intended audience. He directed his 
parable “ to those who were convinced of their own 
righteousness and despised everyone else.” The Pharisee of 
the story embodies the one who thinks himself good and 
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even holy and who looks down on others, perhaps even 
unconsciously. The Tax Collector embodies the one who 
knows he is a sinner and who looks up to others as better 
than himself. The truest and best prayer is humble. It is the 
prayer of one who is conscious of personal sin. 

This point is especially relevant to our own day. I say 
this because it speaks about the necessity of a sense of 
personal sinfulness if our prayer is ever going to open us to 
the friendship of God. Time and again the Church, as 
expressed in the teaching of the Popes of our time, has said 
that one of our most serious deficiencies is the lack of a 
sense of sin. We are prone to think that sin does not matter 
much and that we are not very sinful anyway. This 
tendency in our thought is largely unconscious because we 
do not advert much to sin anyway. We are conscious of 
physical health and its requirements, and we have many 
helps to keep a good check on our physical condition. We 
have no doubt about the reality of various kinds of physical 
and mental illness, but when it comes to spiritual illness — 
indifference to God and serious neglect of his 
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commandments — then, on that, we are strangely blind. 
Sin is quietly deemed to be a non-event. I am sure this is 
largely a product of the practical (not to speak of 
theoretical) atheism or agnosticism of vast numbers of 
people in our age. Our Western culture is one that 
relegates God and his declared commandments to the realm 
of subjective personal opinion, and being thus categorized, 
it is refused any place in the public discussion of issues 
pertaining to man’s objective good. Publicly God is kept 
out of sight because it is assumed that he cannot be 
regarded as a hard objective fact. Religion is taken to be 
useful provided and because religious opinions can support 
morality and peace of mind. But beyond that, God is seen 
to be little more than a private persuasion — a phantom. 
The result of this is that sin becomes a mere personal 
interpretation of wrongdoing and crime. Consider the 
fictional characters and heroes of popular culture. Do they 
manifest a sense of personal sin 1 ? No — even though they 
can have a sense guilt for their wrongdoing. All this is to 
say that we who are children of our culture, a culture that 
has so many strengths, can be dangerously weak in the 
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sense of personal sin. It is this that should characterize our 
prayer, as Christ makes clear in his parable today. 

If this lack characterizes us, then our prayer will not 
make us right with God nor restore us to his friendship. 
Let us then take to heart our Lord’s parable and recognize 
that if we are not on guard then we of our age, an age 
characteristically deficient in the sense of sin because 
deficient in our sense of God, can be very much like the 
Pharisee in our prayer. Let us rather make constant use of 
the prayer of the Tax Collector and pray repeatedly to God 
asking his pardon for our sins and failings. O God, be 
merciful to me a sinner! This is an admirable prayer. If it is 
prayed sincerely it will bring us into God’s pardon and 
friendship. 

-- 
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Monday of the Thirtieth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 105 (104): 3-4 Let the hearts 
that seek the Lord rejoice; turn to the Lord and his strength; 
constantly seek his face. 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, increase our faith, 
hope and charity, and make us love what you command, so 
that we may merit what you promise. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Romans 8:12-17; Psalm 68:2 and 4, 
6-7ab, 20-21; Luke 13:10-17 

Jesus was teaching in a synagogue on the Sabbath. 
And a woman was there who for eighteen years had been 
crippled by a spirit; she was bent over, completely 
incapable of standing erect. When Jesus saw her, he called 
to her and said, “Woman, you are set free of your 
infirmity. ” He laid his hands on her, and she at once stood 
up straight and glorified God. But the leader of the 
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synagogue, indignant that Jesus had cured on the Sabbath, 
said to the crowd in reply, “There are six days when work 
should be done. Come on those days to be cured, not on 
the Sabbath day. ” The Lord said to him in reply, 
“Hypocrites! Does not each one of you on the Sabbath 
untie his ox or his ass from the manger and lead it out for 
watering? This daughter of Abraham, whom Satan has 
bound for eighteen years now, ought she not to have been 
set free on the Sabbath day from this bondage?” When he 
said this, all his adversaries were humiliated; and the 
whole crowd rejoiced at all the splendid deeds done by 
him. (Luke 13:10-17) 

Christ and Satan Let us consider some of the 
implications of our Gospel scene today and the 
protagonists who are involved. There is Christ and the 
afflicted woman on the one hand, and there is Satan who 
has bound her. In the background there is the official who 
criticizes Christ for his action. We read in the Gospels how 
our Lord taught in the fields and in homes and farms, but 
especially he taught in the synagogues on the Sabbath days 
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when the town would be gathered in prayer and to listen to 
the word of God. On this occasion during his session of 
teaching in the synagogue, he saw a woman “ crippled by a 
spirit; she was bent over, completely incapable of standing 
erect. ” Our Lord went to her and told her she was free of 
her infirmity and laid his hands on her. At this, she stood 
up erect and praised God (Luke 13:10-17). Imagine the joy 
and wonderment that filled her soul! But notice what our 
Lord said of her condition when he was accused by the 
synagogue official of violating the Sabbath. He said that 
this woman who had the dignity of being a daughter of 
Abraham had been held bound by Satan for eighteen years. 
Satan had physically enslaved her. Now, that is revealing 
when it comes to what Western thought has called the 
problem of evil. The woman had borne her affliction for 
eighteen years. How it must have appeared a burdensome 
mystery to her! How unjust and how unnecessary one 
might have regarded it! How hopeless her prospects and 
quality of life! Was her affliction just the way her life 
unluckily and unhappily took its course? Had she simply 
been tossed into her crippled condition by the blind forces 
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of nature? No. Our Lord tells us that Satan had held her 
bound in her physical affliction. As we look around the 
world and see the suffering that is everywhere, and as we 
hear of the “mystery of evil” insinuating that there is no 
God, our Lord’s words and actions remind us that, to use 
our Lord’s words from a parable, “an enemy has done 
this .” Suffering and evil come from Satan and sin — “sin” 
being the original sin of man and the ongoing personal sins 
of man in history. 

Christ did not come simply to take away suffering and 
death. Human life has been profoundly spoilt by Satan and 
sin, but our Lord’s mission was not to restore it 
immediately to its pristine condition and beauty as it came 
from the hand of God in the beginning. He came to deal 
with the source of this decay and to turn its oppressive 
fruits to advantage. Its beauty would return in the fullness 
of time. Christ came to fight against Satan and, as the 
Lamb of God, to take away the sin of the world. The 
afflicted woman was a victim of Satan and her condition 
symbolized the crippled condition of fallen man, whom 
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Satan in a far more serious sense — that of sin — holds 
bound. Let us also see in the synagogue official one who 
was blinded by sin and Satan. Our Lord called him a 
hypocrite because he was presenting himself as one zealous 
for the Law, but who was really concerned for his position 
which he sensed was being disregarded by our Lord’s 
healing action. Our Lord’s action against Satan and his 
rebuke of the official shows him taking the fight to the 
enemy of man. In releasing the woman of her condition 
our Lord was giving a sign of the release from sin he would 
effect for all mankind. But this release, this redemption, 
has to be brought to each individual and this is symbolized 
by the personal touch of our Lord over the woman. “He 
laid his hands on her, and she at once stood up straight 
and glorified God” This was a sign of the Kingdom of 
God present now in his own Person and overthrowing the 
kingdom of Satan which holds mankind bound through sin. 
This same Kingdom present in the Person of Jesus is active 
and effective in the life of the Church that he founded. 
What Christ did for the woman he does in a far more 
profound sense for each of us at our baptism and in all the 
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moments when we approach the Sacraments and hear his 
word in the life of the Church. In the word and Sacraments 
of the Church Christ is laying his hands on us individually 
and conferring on us the grace that releases us from sin and 
Satan. 

There are two invisible leaders at work in the world. 
One is far, far the stronger and has won the struggle, but 
the victory has to be played out in history. The other is far, 
far the weaker but monstrously at work nevertheless. Satan 
is a remorseless wrecker of souls and of the good things 
that have come from God. The conclusion is foregone. 
Christ by his death on the cross has redeemed mankind and 
Satan’s days are numbered. But we must take our stand 
with Christ and fight the fight with him. Those who do not 
gather with him will be scattered. So then, let us renew our 
stand with Christ every day. 

-- 
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Tuesday of the Thirtieth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 105 (104): 3-4 Let the hearts 
that seek the Lord rejoice; turn to the Lord and his strength; 
constantly seek his face. 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, increase our faith, 
hope and charity, and make us love what you command, so 
that we may merit what you promise. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Romans 8:18-25; Psalm 126:lb-6; 

Luke 13:18-21 

Jesus said, “What is the Kingdom of God like? To 
what can I compare it? It is like a mustard seed that a man 
took and planted in the garden. When it was fully grown, it 
became a large bush and the birds of the sky dwelt in its 
branches. ” Again he said, “To what shall I compare the 
Kingdom of God? It is like yeast that a woman took and 
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mixed in with three measures of wheat flour until the whole 
batch of dough was leavened. ” (Luke 13:18-21) 

The King I remember a priest who taught Modem 
History several decades ago saying that the great power of 
the future would be China. Many now think that China and 
India will emerge as the superpowers later this century. 
When that priest made his observation the two superpowers 
of the time were the United States and the Soviet Union. 
The world power of our day is the United States, but of 
course it has its limitations and undoubtedly at some point 
in the future it will wane. In the nineteenth century, in the 
main it was Britain that held the stage. Prior to that, this or 
that power held sway. Empires and kingdoms rise and fall 
like the birth, the growth, the days of strength and then the 
passing away of each living thing. Where is the Roman 
Empire now, let alone the dominion of Alexander? There is 
one grand exception to this pattern of eventual decline into 
oblivion. It is the Ruler and the Kingdom predicted in the 
Old Testament and announced and established in the New. 
Our Lord came announcing the Kingdom of God, the 
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Kingdom of Heaven. It was near. Nay, he said, it had 
arrived. If by the finger of God I cast out demons, he said, 
know that the kingdom of God is among you. His Kingdom 
was altogether different from the kingdoms of this world. 
Pilate asked our Lord if he were a king because he stood 
before him charged with claiming to be a king — and 
against Caesar. Our Lord replied to the representative of 
the empire of Rome that yes, he was a king, but that his 
kingdom was not of this world. What he had come into 
this world for was to bear witness to the truth — and it was 
because he had borne witness to the truth (about himself) 
that he was now in the dock, with Pilate about to sentence 
him. Christ’s words indicate that his Kingdom consists, in 
the first instance, of his own Person and then of those who 
become one with him and fully accept his revelation. 
God’s plan for man is that he become a citizen of this 
Kingdom and that in Christ every heavenly blessing be 
gained and enjoyed. 

In our Gospel passage today our Lord describes 
certain features of the Kingdom of God. “ What is the 
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Kingdom of God like? To what can I compare it? It is like 
a mustard seed that a man took and planted in the garden. 
When it was fully grown, it became a large bush and the 
birds of the sky dwelt in its branches The dominion and 
lordship of God as present in the Person and work of Christ 
looks small and unprepossessing but it will grow, become 
vast and be the home and refuge of the peoples. It is 
mankind’s true home and this will become evident in the 
fullness of time. Moreover, it will affect the world and 
gradually transform it. ‘To what shall I compare the 
Kingdom of God? It is like yeast that a woman took and 
mixed in with three measures of wheat flour until the whole 
batch of dough was leavened’" (Luke 13:18-21). So this 
world’s true future is to be found in the Kingdom of God. 
This Kingdom is the true dominion of the present and it is 
certainly the dominion of the future, a future that will never 
end. Other kingdoms come and go, they rise and they fall 
and we see evidence of this even in our own day. But there 
is a Kingdom present in the world right now which will 
never end. It will grow and be the future home of the 
peoples and will transform this mortal world into an eternal 
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and glorious one. Christ is the heart and the centre of this 
Kingdom and our calling is to take our stand with him and, 
together with him, to bear witness to his truth. So then, in 
our participation in the political and economic and social 
life of this world let us remember this, that we are by our 
faith and our baptism members, first and foremost, of the 
Kingdom of God now established in the world by the life, 
death and resurrection of Christ. Let us understand that the 
best hope of the regimes of this world is that the Regime of 
God in Christ be implanted in them to be the yeast that 
leavens the entire dough. God is present among us in 
Christ, and the world’s hope lies in him. 

Every disciple of Christ, immersed in the work of the 
world, has within him and ever by his side the eternal King 
whom he is called to serve moment by moment and day by 
day. That King is Christ. By serving him in his everyday 
life the Christian serves in the best way possible the true 
interests of the temporal kingdom which happens to hold 
the stage at the time. Let us then take our stand with Christ 
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and understand well that Christ is the hope of the world 
and is its salvation. 
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Wednesday of the Thirtieth Week of Ordinary Time 


Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 105 (104): 3-4 Let the hearts 
that seek the Lord rejoice; turn to the Lord and his strength; 
constantly seek his face. 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, increase our faith, 
hope and charity, and make us love what you command, so 
that we may merit what you promise. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Romans 8:26-30; Psalm 13:4-5, 6; 

Luke 13:22-30 

Jesus passed through towns and vdlages, teaching as 
he went and making his way to Jerusalem. Someone asked 
him, “Lord, will only a few people be saved?” He 
answered them, “Strive to enter through the narrow gate, 
for many, I tell you, will attempt to enter but will not be 
strong enough. After the master of the house has arisen 
and locked the door, then will you stand outside knocking 
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and saying, ‘Lord, open the door for us. ’ He will say to you 
in reply, 7 do not know where you are from. ’ And you will 
say, ‘We ate and drank in your company and you taught in 
our streets. ’ Then he will say to you, 7 do not know where 
you are from. Depart from me, all you evildoers! ’ And 
there will be wailing and grinding of teeth when you see 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob and all the prophets in the 
Kingdom of God and you yourselves cast out. And people 
will come from the east and the west and from the north 
and the south and will recline at table in the Kingdom of 
God. For behold, some are last who will be first, and some 
are first who will be last. ” (Luke 13:22-30) 

Hell One gets the impression that there was a far 
greater fear of Hell in the Middle Ages than there is in the 
Modern. For modern man, this fear of Hell constitutes part 
of the general indictment of the Middle Ages. He regards 
the Middle Ages as obscurantist and superstitious and one 
of the many evidences of this was the fear of Hell, whereas 
now we are beyond those fears. Now, of course it is 
possible to exaggerate in our imagination the likelihood of 
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Hell and to underplay the power of Christ to save. But on 
balance, the Middle Ages were far closer to the truth in 
terms of their popular thinking on Hell than is our own. 
The fact is that by and large we do not believe it. I can 
think of one outstanding theologian — and he was truly 
one of the great theologians of the twentieth century — 
who appeared in one of his works to doubt that anyone 
would go to Hell. He did not deny Hell, but doubted it 
contains or would contain inhabitants. Of course, neither 
Christ nor the Church has declared that any particular 
human person is or will be in Hell. But the frequent 
allusions of Christ to the fact of Hell surely put us on guard 
against taking it in any way lightly. It is obvious from any 
knowledge of the Scriptures that Christ taught far more 
explicitly about Hell than any other prophet and, indeed, 
than the Old Testament. I suppose it is for this reason that 
I have seen very good Jews deny the existence of Hell as 
the Christian understands it. Christ has revealed to 
mankind the possibility of Hell for the deliberately 
unrepentant. In our Gospel passage today (Luke 13:22-30) 
our Lord is asked, Will only a few be saved? Perhaps the 
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very question was prompted by our Lord’s frequent calls 
for repentance. Our Lord does not answer the question as 
to the number of souls who are saved, but rather goes on to 
stress that the avoidance of Hell requires real effort, that it 
could come as a surprise to those who are sentenced to go 
there, and that those presumed to be first in line for Heaven 
could be revealed as being last. 

For some eight years at Oxford (during the 1830s) a 
great religious movement arose and spread. It was called 
the Oxford Movement and it sought to renew and recover 
the Catholic foundations of Anglicanism. Its leading light 
was John Henry Newman. His movement carried on after 
him in various forms but at one point during those seven or 
eight years of his active leadership he received a visit from 
a couple of members of Cambridge University. The two 
from Cambridge dined with Newman and Pusey and during 
their conversation reference was made to some religious 
liberals at Cambridge. Newman said that what they lacked 
was religious fear. In some of his sermons Newman 
develops the point that modem man tends to lack religious 
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fear. He writes that modem man is confident in his 
religion and his confidence is not of the right kind, 
basically because he is sceptical of the truth of dogma. It is 
clear from our Gospel passage today that Christ means us 
to have a healthy fear of Hell and a conviction of its real 
possibility. One of the great figures of the renewal of the 
Church in the sixteenth century — the century of the 
Protestant Reformation — was Saint Teresa of Avila, the 
founder of the reformed Carmel. She was granted 
(according to her own testimony) a vision of her place in 
Hell, were she to be unfaithful. It was a horrifying and 
unforgettable revelation to her. When our Lady appeared 
to the three children at Fatima in 1917 she gave the 
children a vision of Hell, which Lucia (one of the three) 
describes in her Third Memoir of 1942, as a great sea of 
fire. Plunged in this fire were demons and souls in human 
form like transparent burning embers, floating about in the 
conflagration, now raised in the air by the flames, now 
falling back on every side. These glimpses given to holy 
people of what God has revealed to all of us are a salutary 
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reminder of what we ought keep in mind. Christ came to 
save us from Hell and to open to us the gates of Heaven. 

Let us pray for the grace so to live as to avoid the 
misery of Hell and go to Heaven in order to be happy with 
Christ for all eternity. There is a beautiful prayer that is 
generally said at the end of each decade of the Rosary. It 
goes, “O my Jesus, forgive us our sins, save us from the 
fires of hell and bring all souls to heaven especially those 
most in need of thy mercy” I invite you to make that prayer 
your own. 

-- 
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Thursday of the Thirtieth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 105 (104): 3-4 Let the hearts 
that seek the Lord rejoice; turn to the Lord and his strength; 
constantly seek his face. 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, increase our faith, 
hope and charity, and make us love what you command, so 
that we may merit what you promise. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Romans 8:3 lb-39; Psalm 109:21-22, 
26-27,30-31; Luke 13:31-35 

At that time some Pharisees came to Jesus and said to 
him, Leave this place and go somewhere else. Herod 
wants to kill you. He replied, Go tell that fox, 7 will drive 
out demons and heal people today and tomorrow, and on 
the third day I will attain my end. ’ But for today and 
tomorrow and the next day I must keep going —for surely 
no prophet can die outside Jerusalem! O Jerusalem, 
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Jerusalem, you who kill the prophets and stone those sent 
to you, how often I have longed to gather your children 
together, as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, but 
you were not willing! So be it! Your house will be left to 
you. I tell you, you will not see me again until you say, 

‘Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. ’ (Luke 
13:31-35) 

Jerusalem If there is one thing (among others) 
that we notice in our Gospel passage today, it is our Lord’s 
immense love for Jerusalem — Jerusalem seen as the 
representative, the pinnacle and the summation of the 
beloved chosen people of God. “But for today and 
tomorrow and the next day I must keep going —for surely 
no prophet can die outside Jerusalem! O Jerusalem, 
Jerusalem, you who kill the prophets and stone those sent 
to you, how often I have longed to gather your children 
together, as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, but 
you were not willingT Our Lord was bom, as the 
prophecies had foretold, in Bethlehem — near Jerusalem. 
Yes, he grew up in Galilee, and the religious leaders 
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certainly did not expect a prophet to come from Galilee 
(although some had, such as Elijah from Tishbe in Gilead 
— 1 Kings 17:1, and Jonah from the town of Gath-hepher, 
not far from Nazareth). Christ’s visit to Jerusalem at the 
age of twelve is recorded by St Luke. His parents found 
him in the Temple, the House of his Father, and at his 
Father’s affairs. The incident indicates a profound 
consciousness in the Boy that the Temple was the place on 
earth wherein dwelt in a special way his heavenly Father, 
the Lord of heaven and earth. Our Lord, the incarnate Son 
of God, loved the chosen people, and this people had for its 
special focus the holy city of Jerusalem. This had a 
history: following the great work of Moses and the 
Covenant of Sinai (in the 13th century BC), the kingship 
was established by the prophet Samuel two centuries or so 
later. With King David’s setting up in Jerusalem, the next 
great development was the building of the Temple by 
Solomon. There was, with that, the king and the Temple in 
Jerusalem. Both these institutions, apart from their 
inherent importance, became the focus, the symbol and the 
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vehicle of great prophecies. The king and the Temple (both 
in Jerusalem) would be fulfilled in Jesus Christ. 

In particular, we see in the prophecies of the Book of 
Isaiah that Jerusalem is the special object of God’s love. 
“For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent, and for Jerusalem’s 
sake I will not rest, until her vindication goes forth as 
brightness, and her salvation as a burning torch. The 
nations shall see your vindication, and all the kings your 
glory .... You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the 
Lord ....for the Lord delights in you ” (62:1-4). God loved 
Jerusalem and had great plans for her. The problem was 
the inveterate infidelity of the City and the chosen people. 
They were not faithful to God. It led to God’s withholding 
of his protection, but not to his abandonment. The City 
was destroyed in the sixth century, but, once chastened, 
was rebuilt — together, most importantly, with the Temple. 
It was the Temple which was the City’s jewel. This was 
the jewel of the people, for God dwelt there in a special 
way. That this was truly so is shown by our Lord’s own 
words when he cleansed the Temple: “ making a whip of 


- 2264 - 



cords, he drove them all, with the sheep and oxen, out of 
the Temple ... and he told those who sold the pigeons, 
‘Take these things away; you shall not make my Father’s 
house a house of trade'” (John 2: 15-16). Our Lord loved 
Jerusalem because it was the pinnacle and centre of God’s 
chosen people, the subject of prophecies, and especially 
because it was the abode of God on earth in a special way 
— and by the time of his incarnate presence, had been so 
for a millennium. There were other great religious shrines 
in the world. Especially famous was the great Greek shrine 
of Delphi which continued as such for about a millennium. 
But the distinction of the Temple of Jerusalem was that it 
was truly the abode of the one true God. For this reason 
Christ loved Jerusalem and its Temple. Christ loved to be 
in the Temple, and to teach therein. 

How great his sadness at what he knew was coming 
on the City and its Temple. It would be utterly destroyed, 
and in particular its Temple. To this day, the Temple 
remains but a ruin, and the Jewish people long for its 
restoration as the abode of God on earth. But the Temple 
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has in fact been restored, and it is the Person of Jesus 
Christ who is the divinely-intended Temple. There is a 
new Jerusalem, and a new Temple. It is the risen Christ 
who is the mystical head of his body here on earth, the 
Church. “Destroy this Temple and in three days I will 
raise it up ” (John 2: 19). That work has been done, and 
those in Christ by faith and baptism abide by grace in the 
new Temple. Let us live in Christ, then! 

-- 
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Friday of the Thirtieth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 105 (104): 3-4 Let the hearts 
that seek the Lord rejoice; turn to the Lord and his strength; 
constantly seek his face. 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, increase our faith, 
hope and charity, and make us love what you command, so 
that we may merit what you promise. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Romans 9: 1-5; Psalm 147; Luke 14:1-6 

One Sabbath, when Jesus went to eat in the house of a 
prominent Pharisee, he was being carefully watched. 
There in front of him was a man suffering from dropsy. 
Jesus asked the Pharisees and experts in the law, Is it 
lawful to heal on the Sabbath or not? But they remained 
silent. So he took the man, healed him and sent him away. 
Then he asked them, If one of you has a son or an ox that 
falls into a well on the Sabbath day, will you not 
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immediately pull him out? To this they could find no 
answer. (Luke 14:1-6) 

True religion As most are aware, the most 
important religious oracle in the classical Greek world was 
that of Delphi. It was a major site for the veneration of the 
god Apollo, who had (it was thought) slain Python, a 
dragon-type creature who had lived there and protected the 
navel of the Earth. Apollo’s precinct there was a great pan- 
Hellenic sanctuary, and in his Temple there burned an 
eternal flame. Throughout the Greek world, Apollo was 
understood to speak through his oracle, who was the 
priestess known as the Pythia. Intoxicated by the vapours 
of the decomposing body of the Python (as was claimed), 
the priestess would fall into a trance and Apollo would 
possess her spirit. Her ravings would then be translated by 
the priests of the Temple and passed on to enquirers in the 
form of hexameters. People consulted the Delphic oracle 
on everything from public policy to personal matters. For 
our purposes here, the point to be noticed is that religion 
meant not displeasing the god, getting his protection for 
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one’s undertakings, and if possible finding out from him 
what course of action (such as a possible declaration of 
war) would be most successful. Now, much of this was 
natural, to be expected of the religious spirit, and was a 
manifestation of the well-nigh universal yearning of man 
for communion with and consequent protection from the 
divine. We do notice that Apollo, who, like the other gods, 
was not exceptionally moral anyway, does not demand of 
devotees that a moral life be lived, nor does he set forth 
what a moral life means. There is nothing like the Ten 
Commandments, demanding of devotees and supplicants a 
good and holy life. This, it seems to me, is one of the most 
distinctive things about Revealed Religion. Yes, Revealed 
Religion insists that the one true God alone be worshipped, 
and this sets it forth as virtually unique among the 
religions. But it is not enough to recognize the one God 
and honour his name, nor just to observe his holy day, the 
Sabbath. For in seven of the Ten Commandments it 
requires a moral life. Be holy for I am holy, we read. 
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The moral life is inextricably bound up with the 
practice of the religion revealed by the God of the 
Hebrews, who is the God of our Lord Jesus Christ. The 
moral life cannot be ignored or put aside. The fulfilment of 
the ceremonies alone will not do. The one true God is 
profoundly concerned with the state of the world and what 
happens to the least person in it. He will hold all to 
account for what they do. For instance, we notice at the 
very beginning when the Lord God creates man and places 
him over the world, he gives him a charge. He is to “ be 
fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth and subdue it; and 
have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of 
the air and over every living thing that moves upon the 
earth ” (Genesis 1:28). That is to say, God gives to man a 
responsibility. He is the steward of the world. Implicit in 
this is the thought of a Reckoning. This is made more 
explicit in the second creation account, when God forms 
the man from the dust of the earth, places him in the 
Garden of Eden, and tells him that he must not eat of the 
tree of the knowledge of good and evil (Genesis 2: 15-17). 
That is to say, he must not decide for himself, as if it is his 
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prerogative to determine what is right and wrong. This is 
God’s prerogative. At the root of God’s command to man 
is his directive that he live a moral life, that he be morally 
responsible, that everything be done in accord with God’s 
command and the moral law. Authentic religion is 
inextricably bound up with the observance of the moral 
life. This reaches a very clear expression in the Ten 
Commandments given to Moses on Sinai. The first three 
require the worship of the one God, and there is a concrete 
application: the observance of the Sabbath Day. The next 
seven require that life be lived morally and in accord with 
the mind of God. 

However, the tendency always remained to neglect 
the moral life. The Pharisees of our passage (Luke 14:1-6) 
insisted on the Sabbath, but to the point of neglecting those 
in great need. Let us not get into the details of their 
attitude, but rather contemplate the grand point that our 
Lord is making, which is that the love, the service and the 
honour of God involve also a profound concern for those in 
need. “Is it lawful to heal on the Sabbath or not? But they 
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remained silent. So he took the man, healed him and sent 
him away.” The heart of one who worships God — in the 
way that God wishes to be worshipped — is a heart filled 
with pity for the suffering, a heart that acts to relieve that 
suffering. Let us strive to put on the mind of Jesus Christ, 
and see in our suffering brother or sister one with whom 
Christ profoundly identifies. 

-- 
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Saturday of the Thirtieth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 105 (104): 3-4 Let the hearts 
that seek the Lord rejoice; turn to the Lord and his strength; 
constantly seek his face. 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, increase our faith, 
hope and charity, and make us love what you command, so 
that we may merit what you promise. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Romans ll:l-2a, 11-12, 25-29; 

Psalm 94:12-13a, 14-15, 17-18; Luke 14:1,7-11 

On a Sabbath Jesus went to dine at the home of one of 
the leading Pharisees, and the people there were observing 
him carefully. He told a parable to those who had been 
invited, noticing how they were choosing the places of 
honour at the table. “When you are invited by someone to 
a wedding banquet, do not recline at table in the place of 
honour. A more distinguished guest than you may have 
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been invited by him, and the host who invited both of you 
may approach you and say, ‘Give your place to this man, ’ 
and then you would proceed with embarrassment to take 
the lowest place. Rather, when you are invited, go and 
take the lowest place so that when the host comes to you he 
may say, ‘My friend, move up to a higher position. ’ Then 
you will enjoy the esteem of your companions at the table. 
For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, but the 
one who humbles himself will be exalted.” (Luke 14:1, 
7-11) 

Humility There have been numerous people who 
have been very opposed to what they call priestcraft. That 
is to say, they are against any religion that brings into 
prominence a caste of priests or religious leaders who are 
endowed with authority over others in religion. These 
accusers maintain that the professionals of the religion are 
in the business mainly for the power it accords them over 
others. Now, there is no doubt that this is indeed a 
problem. The reading I have done of indigenous religions 
suggests to me that much of the sorcery, the magic, the 
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prohibitions and the secrecy characteristic of many tribal 
religions is fuelled at least to a degree by the desire of 
certain individuals or groups to control others and to be 
regarded as of a higher status. Reading between the lines 
of the Gospels one gets the impression that the scribes and 
the Pharisees who were most opposed to our Lord felt 
threatened by his spiritual ascendancy. By implication — 
as they felt it — their position of honour was being 
undermined. It was their own honour that, without perhaps 
fully realizing it, they were seeking and many of the 
institutions of religion which they insisted on supported 
their religious status. Today’s Gospel reminds us of this. 
In the remarks our Lord made to one of the leading 
Pharisees to whose home he had been invited he showed 
not the slightest fear of the loss of the regard of leading 
people as he delivered his gentle rebukes. We read that 
“on a Sabbath Jesus went to dine at the home of one of the 
leading Pharisees, and the people there were observing 
him carefully. He told a parable to those who had been 
invited, noticing how they were choosing the places of 
honour at the table. ‘When you are invited by someone to 
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a wedding banquet, do not recline at table in the place of 
honour (Luke 14:1, 7-11). They were proud and sought 
status, and it led to their profound hostility towards our 
Lord. 

This lack of humility in much of religion and its 
practitioners ought remind us of Christ’s insistence on 
humility as the true hallmark of revealed religion. God 
favours the humble and singles them out for special 
favours and missions. At the beginning of the Gospel we 
are told how the Angel Gabriel came to Mary and with 
profound respect addressed her as full of grace, and that the 
Lord was with her. Mary was humble and lowly, and in 
her prayer (the Magnificat in Luke) Mary extols the 
Almighty who had looked upon his lowly handmaid. The 
Lord had done great things for her. Christ himself was 
meek and humble of heart, and St Paul tells us that though 
he was in “the form of God” he did not cling to this exalted 
status but emptied himself and became as men are and 
lowlier still, even to death on a cross. The Son of God 
abased himself and so God raised him on high. In our 
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Gospel passage today our Lord refers to how, in ordinary 
life, by choosing the lower place one may well be exalted. 
This is an analogy. His point is that if one prefers the lower 
place in life and takes the path of humility as did Christ 
himself, then God will raise one up. Our Lord stressed 
with the Twelve that the Son of Man did not come to be 
served but to serve and to give his very life as a ransom for 
the many. So too, must they serve. At the Last Supper he 
rose from table, placed a towel around his waist and 
proceeded to wash the feet of his closest disciples, of those 
who called him (rightly) Master and Lord. They were to 
do likewise. Indeed, not only were the Twelve to do this 
and all those who succeed them in the Christian priesthood, 
but all of Christ’s disciples are to do this. The 
distinguishing mark of the disciple of Christ is a humble 
love and service of others. Humility is to be the true 
characteristic of the Christian religion. 

There is a further key to the matter which must be 
learnt. It is that if the disciple of Christ wishes (as he 
should) to follow Christ in his humility, the only way he 
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will learn to be humble is through the acceptance of 
humiliations. Humiliations — and they come in a plethora 
of forms whether hidden or open — are the means of 
growing in humility. This is the great message of the 
Christian masters of the spiritual life. Let us then accept 
them when they come and do so in union with Christ who 
trod the path of humiliation, showing forth the humility of 
God. 
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Thirty-first Sunday of Ordinary Time 


Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 85 (84): 9 The Lord speaks of 
peace to his people and his holy ones and to those who turn 
to him. 

Collect Stir up the will of your faithful, we pray, O Lord, 
that, striving more eagerly to bring your divine work to 
fruitful completion, they may receive in greater measure 
the healing remedies your kindness bestows. Through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today: Wisdom 11:22-12:2; Psalm 145:1-2, 8-9, 
10-11, 13, 14; 2 Thessalonians 1:11-2:2; Luke 19:1-10 

At that time, Jesus came to Jericho and intended to 
pass through the town. Now a man there named 
Zacchaeus, who was a chief tax collector and also a 
wealthy man, was seeking to see who Jesus was; but he 
could not see him because of the crowd, for he was short in 
stature. So he ran ahead and climbed a sycamore tree in 
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order to see Jesus, who was about to pass that way. When 
he reached the place, Jesus looked up and said, 
"Zacchaeus, come down quickly, for today I must stay at 
your house." And he came down quickly and received him 
with joy. When they all saw this, they began to grumble, 
saying, "He has gone to stay at the house of a sinner." But 
Zacchaeus stood there and said to the Lord, "Behold, half 
of my possessions, Lord, I shall give to the poor, and if I 
have extorted anything from anyone I shall repay it four 
times over." And Jesus said to him, "Today salvation has 
come to this house because this man too is a descendant of 
Abraham. For the Son of Man has come to seek and to 
save what was lost." (Luke 19:1-10) 

Repentance One of the notable phenomena of 
world culture during the last few centuries is the 
emergence in literature of the novel. The play has had a 
long history as has poetry, but the novel is a relatively 
recent literary form. There are a great variety of basic 
themes in novels, but one which I do not think is 
sufficiently represented or explored by novelists is that of 
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repentance. Wrongdoing and its effects are a recurrent 
theme even in the most popular literature, but not, it seems 
to me, repentance. I wonder if it has even had enough 
place in the much longer traditions of epic poetry and the 
play — let us say, in tragedy. Taking the novel — consider 
Joseph Conrad’s Under Western Eyes and in particular the 
tragic figure of Razumov. It is a pity, I think, that Conrad 
does not develop more the possibility of repentance in 
Razumov’s fateful course. Many other novels could be 
mentioned as examples of my point. Well, whatever of 
literature, repentance could be regarded as one of the most 
significant achievements in a human life. I am not 
referring just to apologies, and public apologies at that, 
which can be mere strategic or political footwork to avoid 
impossible confrontations. But even apologies such as 
these, useful as they are in human relations, suggest the 
power and the benefit of repentance provided it is sincere. 
The fact is, though, that a person can go right through life 
never sincerely and from the heart repenting of the wrong 
things he has done. It is this difficulty and perhaps rarity 
of repentance that, I would observe in passing, may 
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account for what I perceive to be its relative absence in 
literature. Sincere repentance is a fundamental act of the 
heart, one that has a profound and wholesome effect on a 
person’s life, and one that brings the likelihood of future 
blessings. But it is difficult to attain and it is very easy 
continually to put it off. The capacity to repent is a virtue 
to be prayed for and one that should be practised repeatedly 
throughout life. It is a marvellous habit to acquire. We 
ought recognize our lack of a spirit of repentance and, 
praying for the grace to grow in it, resolve to repent often. 

The greatest benefit that will come to a person who is 
able to repent not only of his wrongdoings in society but of 
his sins before God is that of forgiveness. God forgives the 
person who repents of his sins. There are so many sins, 
sins of thought, sins of word and sins of deed that over the 
years have accumulated in each person’s life. The Book of 
Revelation in the New Testament speaks of the books 
being opened at our Judgment before God, and of the 
record of all our deeds having being set down in those 
books. It is all recorded, which is to say that God 
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remembers all. Now, what a benefit to have those sins 
wiped away! This can happen but there is a necessary 
condition. It is that we sincerely repent of those sins. The 
only time given to us for this repentance is during this life. 
We should aim to repent of each and all of our sins so as to 
be eligible for the blessing of God’s forgiveness of each 
and all of them. Now is the time, and if our life passes 
without our having sincerely repented and gone to Christ 
for his forgiveness, then it will all be over for us. This 
sincere repentance is not easy and the general human 
experience of its difficulty shows that we need the grace of 
God to achieve it. The Gospels present us with repeated 
calls to repent and the prophets, culminating in our Lord 
himself, made it a central theme of their preaching. Very 
importantly we have there plenty of examples of persons 
who refused to repent and, by contrast, those who readily 
did so. Our Gospel passage today (Luke 19:1-10) places us 
in a beautiful and inspiring scene of repentance. Zacchaeus 
was a wealthy tax collector, indeed a chief tax collector 
and a wealthy man. The implication is that his position and 
wealth had involved extortion and injustice, and his life 
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was obviously burdened with his many sins and 
wrongdoings. But there was another story to his troubled 
heart and it was shown in his running ahead to climb the 
tree to see Jesus who was to pass that way. He obviously 
wanted God but he needed the grace to repent and to break 
free of his sinful attachments. That breakthrough came 
with his meeting with Jesus who stopped, looked up and 
with a smile greeted Zacchaeus and invited himself to 
Zacchaeus’s home. His meeting with Jesus was the 
moment of grace, and Zacchaeus repented. 

We, on our part, meet the living Jesus especially in 
the ministry and the Sacraments of the Church of which 
Christ is the Head. Let us understand that the door to the 
forgiveness of sins is repentance. Let us ask Christ all 
through our life for the grace to repent not once but daily, 
and with this repentance to receive the grace of the 
forgiveness of our sins. The meeting of Christ and 
Zacchaeus in our Gospel today has much to teach us. 

Further reading : The Catechism of the Catholic Church , 
no.976-983 (I believe in the forgiveness of sins) 
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Monday of the Thirty-first Week of Ordinary Time 


Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 85 (84): 9 The Lord speaks of 
peace to his people and his holy ones and to those who turn 
to him. 

Collect Stir up the will of your faithful, we pray, O Lord, 
that, striving more eagerly to bring your divine work to 
fruitful completion, they may receive in greater measure 
the healing remedies your kindness bestows. Through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Rom. 11:29-36; Ps 69:30-31, 33-34, 36; 

Luke 14:12-14 

And he said to the one who had invited him: When you 
prepare a dinner or a supper, do not call your friends, 
brothers, relations or rich neighbours in case they return 
your invitation and so reward you for having invited them. 
Rather, when you prepare a banquet, invite the poor, the 
maimed, the lame and the blind. You will be blessed 
because they have no means to repay you. Your 
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recompense will come at the resurrection of the just. 
(Luke 14:12-14) 

The poor In a general kind of way we could 
describe hope as the longing for something in the future, a 
longing that generally inspires action now. We see vague 
reflections of hope even in the animal kingdom. A bird of 
prey sets out on its flight in order to gain sustenance and 
expends great energy in its search. What inspires its 
present action is the hope of gaining food. By a more 
remote analogy we could say that something of hope is at 
work in other forms of life. A seed that has fallen in a deep 
ravine sprouts into a young sapling. The sapling grows and 
because it is deep in the valley it searches for the sun and 
this drives its growth to a great height. We might say that 
what is fuelling the powerful growth of the tree is its hope 
of gaining access to the rays of the sun. In whatever sense 
we may speak of hope as a motor of action and 
development in animal and non-sentient life, it is very 
properly the case with human beings. We are born into the 
world imperfect. As we grow, hope is born in our hearts, 
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depending on what we have discovered or have been taught 
to be possible. We are aware of our limitations and needs 
and we look to the future for the fulfilment of them. Thus 
is hope ignited in our hearts and, inspired by that hope, we 
begin to act. A person with no hope is hopelessly inactive. 
The greater our hope the more lively is our action. This is 
why, when it comes to the things of God, the Holy Spirit 
implants in our souls at Baptism the virtue of hope — 
together with that of faith and love. The danger is that 
because of our fallen and sinful condition we can so easily 
become attached to the things of this world, and all our 
hopes can become concentrated on gaining the goods of 
this life. Those goods could be material possessions, the 
esteem of our friends, status and power. The worst people 
can pin their hopes on the goods of this life alone (as they 
conceive them to be) and the best persons can also come to 
pin their hopes on the things of this life alone. It is the trap 
that perennially ensnares much of mankind. 

In our Gospel passage today our Lord reminds his 
host, a leading Pharisee, that there is a much better life to 
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come, and that our hopes ought not be pinned on this life 
alone. “ When you hold a lunch or a dinner, do not invite 
your friends or your brothers or sisters or your relatives or 
your wealthy neighbours, in case they may invite you back 
and you have repayment. Rather, when you hold a 
banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind; 
blessed indeed will you be because of their inability to 
repay you. For you will be repaid at the resurrection of 
the righteous" (Luke 14:12-14). This life ends with death 
and then there begins a life that is everlasting. Its rewards 
are granted to the righteous, our Lord informs his guest. 
How foolish it is to be hoping for benefits and rewards that 
must be left behind when our short span comes to its end! 
A person who seeks and gains the rewards of this life alone 
and neglects righteousness in Christ has already received 
his reward by the time he passes on to the judgment of 
God. Our Lord encourages us to hope for the reward to 
come because it will be great beyond our dreams, and God 
became man precisely in order to offer us this hope. A 
military general gains the reward of victory because he 
astutely takes the means to fulfil his hopes. The one who 
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hopes to gain the reward of everlasting life must astutely 
take the means to gain righteousness in the sight of God. 
Our Lord in his parables speaks of the shrewdness of the 
children of light. They are to be as cunning as serpents and 
as innocent as doves. This heavenly cunning is of the kind 
that drives their quest for holiness in Christ and equips 
them to share in Christ’s redemptive mission. Personal 
holiness in Christ must be the hope of Christ’s disciple. He 
is filled with a supernatural hope for holiness and heaven, 
and that involves union in friendship with the living Jesus 
and walking in his footsteps. It is lived out in the midst of 
our daily duties and responsibilities. 

Our Lord’s words to the leading Pharisee constituted a 
rebuke for hoping for the rewards of this life rather than 
those of the next. Thus the Pharisee neglected the poor in 
his feasting. Let us think of inspiring examples of 
Christlike love for the poor as present in Saint Teresa of 
Calcutta, Saint Vincent de Paul, and so many other 
Christians who have placed their whole hope in heaven 
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reserved for the righteous. They are the sensible ones. The 
foolish ones think of this life alone. 

-- 
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Tuesday of the Thirty-first Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 85 (84): 9 The Lord speaks of 
peace to his people and his holy ones and to those who turn 
to him. 

Collect Stir up the will of your faithful, we pray, O Lord, 
that, striving more eagerly to bring your divine work to 
fruitful completion, they may receive in greater measure 
the healing remedies your kindness bestows. Through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Romans 12:5-16ab; Psalm 131:1-3; 

Luke 14:15-24 

When one of those who sat at table with him heard 
these things, he said to him: Blessed is he who will feast in 
the kingdom of God. But he said to him: A certain man put 
on a great supper, and invited many. And he sent his 
servant at the hour of supper to say to those who were 
invited, that they should come for all was ready. And they 
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began all at once to make excuses. The first said to him: I 
have bought a farm, and I must go out and see it: please, 
hold me excused. And another said: I have bought five 
yoke of oxen, and I must try them: please, hold me excused. 
And another said: I have married a wife, and therefore I 
cannot come. And the servant returning, told these things 
to his lord. Then the master of the house, being angry, said 
to his servant: Go out quickly into the streets and lanes of 
the city, and bring in hither the poor, and the feeble, and 
the blind, and the lame. And the servant said: Lord, it is 
done as you have commanded, and yet there is room. And 
the Lord said to the servant: Go out into the highways and 
hedges, and compel them to come in, that my house may be 
filled. But I say unto you, that none of those who were 
invited, shall taste of my supper. (Luke 14:15-24) 

The Judgment One of the truly catastrophic 
phenomena of modern history was the ascendancy of 
Marxism. It is amazing how Marxism caught the 
imagination of so many intellectuals and leaders for close 
to a century, as well as the allegiance of various populaces. 
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Marxism purported to be the answer to the oppression of 
the masses, and quite important in its system was that the 
notion of God and his care were a delusion — it was the 
God delusion. Marx (and Engels) interpreted religion as an 
opiate that gave unfounded consolation to the ignorant 
masses labouring under unceasing burdens. It distracted 
the peoples from managing the world and society in a way 
that would bring blessings to life. One of the results of this 
was that the thought of a divine judgment was suppressed 
from the religious imagination of great numbers in the 
modern age. By contrast, the image of the divine judgment 
has been a distinctive legacy of the Christian religion, and 
in particular of Catholicism. The religions of man have not 
necessarily included the thought of a divine judgment on 
the individual in the Afterlife. Many indigenous religions 
do not include it, at least not explicitly. There is no such 
thought — formally and explicitly at least — in the 
traditional religion of the Australian Aborigines. While 
forms of it seem to have been present in Egyptian religion, 
as far as I am aware it was only dimly operative in Greek 
and Roman religion. Even the revealed religion of the Old 
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Testament had hazy notions of a future judgment — it was 
certainly part of the ancient Revelation, but the utmost 
clarity came with Jesus Christ. The doctrine of the divine 
judgment on each individual and on the whole human race 
which the world is so familiar with — a divine judgment 
with profound consequences — comes, we could say, from 
Jesus Christ. It is one of the many reasons why Jesus 
Christ is the most influential person in history. The thought 
of the judgment has profoundly affected the culture of the 
West and, through the West, much of the world. This 
revelation from Christ of a judgment, transmitted and 
expressed in the doctrine of the Catholic Church, is a 
hallmark of revealed religion. 

Part of the recovery of a vital religion in one’s life 
will be the recovery of a conviction of the future judgment 
of God. Any familiarity with the Gospels makes it 
abundantly clear that Christ often spoke about the 
judgment of God and how awesome it will be. Great 
happiness will follow it and great misery, depending on 
how worthy a person is judged to be. Our Lord speaks of 
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“those judged worthy of a place in the Kingdom of 
Heaven. In our Gospel today he responds to the person 
who extolled the good fortune of those who would feast in 
the Kingdom of God. “A man gave a great dinner to which 
he invited many. When the time for the dinner came, he 
dispatched his servant to say to those invited, ‘Come, 
everything is now ready. ’ But one by one, they all began to 
excuse themselves. ” God intends us to dine with him in his 
Kingdom, but very many turn down the invitation. Then in 
the parable the master sends out everywhere to invite 
everyone. The story concludes with the solemn warning: 
“I tell you, none of those men who were invited will taste 
my dinner ” (Luke 14:15-24). If our Lord chose to speak so 
often of the judgment of God and of the reward or 
punishment facing every person who has been granted the 
gift of life, it is incumbent on each of us to think of this 
judgment. In the literature of the world there are many 
accounts of great religious conversions. A good proportion 
of them have resulted from the thought of the future 
judgment of God. At the end of life comes death, and what 
will happen then? That is a powerful thought that can 
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change lives. It is not just a useful thought. It is a most 
certain and bedrock fact that cannot be shifted or avoided 
in the long run. If it is never taken account of then life will 
have been tragic, and the tragedy will be eternal. 

God sent his divine Son to save the world from sin 
and its consequences. The wages of sin, St Paul tells us, is 
death. The death that comes from unrepented serious sin is 
eternal. The reward for a life of love and obedience to God 
is also eternal. It all hinges on the judgment of God. It is 
this judgment that our Lord speaks of in today’s parable. 
Let us so live as to be found worthy of a place with God 
when we pass from here to our judgment hereafter. 

-- 
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Wednesday of the Thirty-first Week of Ordinary Time 


Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 85 (84): 9 The Lord speaks of 
peace to his people and his holy ones and to those who turn 
to him. 

Collect Stir up the will of your faithful, we pray, O Lord, 
that, striving more eagerly to bring your divine work to 
fruitful completion, they may receive in greater measure 
the healing remedies your kindness bestows. Through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Romans 13:8-10; Psalm 112:lb-2, 4-5, 9; 

Luke 14:25-33 

Great crowds were travelling with Jesus, and he 
turned and addressed them, “If anyone comes to me 
without hating his father and mother, wife and children, 
brothers and sisters, and even his own life, he cannot be 
my disciple. Whoever does not carry his own cross and 
come after me cannot be my disciple. Which of you 
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wishing to construct a tower does not first sit down and 
calculate the cost to see if there is enough for its 
completion? Otherwise, after laying the foundation and 
finding himself unable to finish the work the onlookers 
should laugh at him and say, ‘This one began to build but 
did not have the resources to finish. ’ Or what king 
marching into battle would not first sit down and decide 
whether with ten thousand troops he can successfully 
oppose another king advancing upon him with twenty 
thousand troops ? But if not, while he is still far away, he 
will send a delegation to ask for peace terms. In the same 
way, everyone of you who does not renounce all his 
possessions cannot be my disciple. ” (Luke 14:25-33) 

Discipleship I remember a few decades ago a 
prominent Australian politician was asked during an 
interview on television whether he counted himself as a 
Christian. He said that inasmuch as he did not accept that 
the resurrection of Christ was a fact, he would have to 
regard himself as a fellow traveller of Christianity. He was 
honest about himself and accurate in his grasp of 
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Christianity. Many consider “being a Christian” simply a 
matter of having what might be called the Christian virtue 
of benevolence towards those in need. Christianity 
involves belief in the Person of Christ and this necessarily 
includes a genuine acceptance of his resurrection. That 
having been said, there is more to being an authentic and 
serious follower of Christ than this. The context of our 
Lord’s important words in our Gospel today is given at the 
beginning of the passage. Great crowds were travelling 
with Jesus. Taking our politician’s words as our cue, there 
were very many who were “fellow travellers” with Jesus, 
and our Lord turned to them to tell them what following 
him — being a Christian, we might say — really means. It 
means regarding all that is naturally dear and of the first 
importance as being secondary to the love of him. “// 
anyone comes to me without hating his father and mother, 
wife and children, brothers and sisters, and even his own 
life, he cannot be my disciple .” The image of “hating” what 
is most dear and what naturally claims our love and care 
sets forth the idea of active and positive renunciation for 
the sake of Christ. Reinforcing his point our Lord employs 
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a stark image of what this means. It means carrying the 
Cross after him. “ Whoever does not carry his own cross 
and come after me cannot he my disciple .” The following 
of Christ means an active spirit of renunciation. “7n the 
same way, everyone of you who does not renounce all his 
possessions cannot be my disciple ” (Luke 14:25-33). 

And so we are brought to the Cross. Accepting and 
indeed embracing the Cross is the distinctive note of an 
authentic and developed Christian life. It is possible for a 
Christian to be “travelling” among the crowds with Jesus 
all through life, listening to him often (but often distracted 
from him too), never straying far from him (but never 
being in his immediate company), never being out of view 
of him (but never gazing on him intently and lovingly 
either), and all the while never taking to heart our Lord’s 
words in today’s Gospel. The great mystery about our 
Lord’s redemptive mission is the centrality of the Cross. 
According to the plan of the Father he had to suffer so as to 
accomplish his saving mission and enter into his glory. It 
was precisely on the cross that he said, “it is 
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accomplished!” Philosophers have often spoken and 
written of the problem of evil. They mean by this that the 
fact of evil is a problem for the acceptance of the fact of an 
almighty and good God. Philosophically this is a problem 
indeed. But there is a different “problem of evil,” and it is 
the problem of why the unmeasurable suffering of Christ 
and his Cross were the grand instrument of such 
incalculable good. But such is the fact. The evil and 
suffering which Christ underwent in a spirit of perfect and 
loving obedience to the will of the Father was the 
instrument of the redemption of mankind. The Christian 
who is not a mere “fellow traveller” with Christ and 
Christianity, not only accepts that he rose from the dead 
and lives now, but that his Cross was essential to his 
mission. Furthermore, he knows that being a disciple of 
Christ entails carrying one’s own cross in the spirit of 
Christ and, as such, following after him. The example and 
choice that Christ made of obedient suffering is the pointer 
to the way of the true Christian. Therefore every disciple 
of Christ ought pray for the grace to carry the cross every 
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day. This he will do out of love for Christ and a desire to 
share in his redemptive mission. 

We are speaking here of spiritual gifts, gifts to be 
prayed for. It is a gift of God to take heed of our Lord’s 
words and for love of him to be prepared to renounce all in 
order to have Christ as our first and true love. It is a gift, a 
grace of God to be prepared to carry one’s cross and to 
follow in the footsteps of Christ as he proceeds along the 
way of Calvary. These are fundamental gifts necessary for 
the person who wishes to follow Christ closely. Let us 
pray that God will give us the grace to do as he says in 
today’s Gospel and thus arrive at authentic Christian 
discipleship. 

-- 
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Thursday of the Thirty-first Week of Ordinary Time 


Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 85 (84): 9 The Lord speaks of 
peace to his people and his holy ones and to those who turn 
to him. 

Collect Stir up the will of your faithful, we pray, O Lord, 
that, striving more eagerly to bring your divine work to 
fruitful completion, they may receive in greater measure 
the healing remedies your kindness bestows. Through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Romans 14:7-12; Psalm 27:1-4, 13-14; 

Luke 15:1-10 

The tax collectors and sinners were all drawing near 
to listen to Jesus, but the Pharisees and scribes began to 
complain, saying, ‘'This man welcomes sinners and eats 
with them. ” So Jesus addressed this parable to them. 
“What man among you having a hundred sheep and losing 
one of them would not leave the ninety-nine in the desert 
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and go after the lost one until he finds it? And when he 
does find it, he sets it on his shoulders with great joy and, 
upon his arrival home, he calls together his friends and 
neighbours and says to them, ‘Rejoice with me because I 
have found my lost sheep. ’ I tell you, in just the same way 
there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who 
repents than over ninety-nine righteous people who have 
no need of repen tance. “Or what woman having ten coins 
and losing one would not light a lamp and sweep the 
house, searching carefully until she finds it? And when she 
does find it, she calls together her friends and neighbours 
and says to them, ‘Rejoice with me because I have found 
the coin that I lost. ’ In just the same way, I tell you, there 
will be rejoicing among the angels of God over one sinner 
who repents. ” (Luke 15:1-10) 

The Shepherd It is not at all uncommon to find in 
the history of religions the recognition of a high god, one 
who, while limited, is the highest among many gods. This 
highest being can well be viewed as the creator in some 
sense. But usually once the work of creation is over 
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(however this is imagined in the myths — it is usually a 
work of arranging things rather than creating them), that 
high god recedes. His work is largely done and the tribe or 
society or nation tends to forget him or to imagine him as 
no longer interested in the goings-on of the world. In place 
of the high god (as we might call him) lesser gods or spirits 
populate the religious imagination and cult of the society in 
question. But even here, usually the lesser spirits do not 
positively love man or actively pursue him with benevolent 
actions. Rather, man pursues these spirits (or even the high 
god) with placatory rites and petitions, and were he not to 
do this, the gods would neglect him or be hostile towards 
him. Of course much of this is an attribution to the powers 
above of man’s own experience of human beings, but it is 
important to be aware of it so as to appreciate the wonder 
of divine revelation. When it comes to philosophical 
thought, the classical philosophical notions of the supreme 
Agent do not much reduce this sense of the remoteness of 
the divine from man. Aristotle’s valuable and valid notion 
of the First Cause and Unmoved Mover is remote indeed. 
All this abundance of human, rational and religious thought 
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expresses both the undying quest of man for the Absolute 
and at the same time his feeling of an impossible distance 
from this same Absolute. Well now, into this great stream 
of human frustration has entered the true and living God. 
He has made himself known as one who pursues man with 
love and care. Indeed he is Father to man, a loving Father 
compassionate and merciful, a Father who like a Shepherd 
tends and protects his flock. The distinctive thing that God 
has revealed to man about himself is that he is active Love. 

In our Gospel passage today the Pharisees and scribes 
complain about our Lord. “This man welcomes sinners and 
eats with them.” Whether their complaint was prompted by 
mere spite or whether it was a genuine puzzlement, it 
certainly represents the surprise of man about the God of 
historical revelation. The sinner, he expects, is ignored by 
God and is usually spurned. But here we have Christ 
welcoming sinners and dining with them. What can 
possibly be made of this? Our Lord answers by showing 
that what is lacking is the true image of God, that image 
which he himself is. Christ Jesus is the image of the 
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unseen God , St Paul states in one of his Letters. “He who 
sees me, sees the Father ”, Christ told his disciples. “No 
one can come to the Father except through me he teaches 
elsewhere. As ever, our Lord gives an image drawn from 
everyday life. “What man among you having a hundred 
sheep and losing one of them would not leave the 
ninety-nine in the desert and go after the lost one until he 
finds it? And when he does find it, he sets it on his 
shoulders with great joy and, upon his arrival home, he 
calls together his friends and neighbours and says to them, 

‘Rejoice with me because I have found my lost sheep. ’ I tell 
you, in just the same way there will be more joy in heaven 
over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine 
righteous people who have no need of repentance ” (Luke 
15:1-10). God does not just await our supplications and 
protestations of contrition for sin, rather he actively 
pursues the sinner, constantly offering him his love. God is 
the loving Pursuer of fallen and sinful man. He is like the 
Shepherd seeking out and finding the stray, or like the 
woman who seeks out and finds the coin that is precious to 
her. He pursues man not to punish him — though finally 
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his judgment will indeed fall — but to shower him with 
love and blessings. He pursues him in order to win his 
repentance. 

This is the reason why Christ welcomes sinners and 
dines with them. He does so because God is not 
withdrawn, remote and disinterested but is a loving Pursuer 
of straying and sinful man. He wants man to be totally 
happy and this happiness will only be found in the 
friendship of Jesus now and forever hereafter. Let us then 
cast in our lot for Jesus, risen from the dead and living now 
in his Church as her head and bridegroom. He is the 
bridegroom of the soul of the Christian. 

-- 
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Friday of the Thirty-first Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 85 (84): 9 The Lord speaks of 
peace to his people and his holy ones and to those who turn 
to him. 

Collect Stir up the will of your faithful, we pray, O Lord, 
that, striving more eagerly to bring your divine work to 
fruitful completion, they may receive in greater measure 
the healing remedies your kindness bestows. Through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Romans 15: 14-21; Psalm 97; 

Luke 16:1-8 

Jesus told his disciples: There was a rich man whose 
manager was accused of wasting his possessions. So he 
called him in and asked him, ‘What is this I hear about 
you? Give an account of your management, because you 
cannot be manager any longer. ’ The manager said to 
himself, ‘What shall I do now? My master is taking away 
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my job. I’m not strong enough to dig, and I’m ashamed to 
beg — I blow what I’ll do so that, when I lose my job here, 
people will welcome me into their houses. ’ So he called in 
each one of his master’s debtors. He asked the first, ‘How 
much do you owe my master? ’ ‘Eight hundred gallons of 
olive oil, ’ he replied. The manager told him, ‘Take your 
bill, sit down quickly, and make it four hundred. ’ Then he 
asked the second, ‘And how much do you owe?’ ‘A 
thousand bushels of wheat, ’ he replied. He told him, ‘Take 
your bill and make it eight hundred. ’ The master 
commended the dishonest manager because he had acted 
shrewdly. For the people of this world are more shrewd in 
dealing with their own kind than are the people of the light. 
(Luke 16:1-8) 

The Light In his lifetime Kerry Packer (1937- 
2005) was a well-known Australian media tycoon. The son 
of Sir Frank Packer, the family company owned a 
controlling interest in the Nine television network and the 
Australian Consolidated Press, which later merged to form 
Publishing and Broadcasting Limited (PBL). At the time 
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of his death he was estimated by many to be the richest 
man in Australia — in 2004, Business Review Weekly 
magazine considered his wealth to be at $6.5 billion. 
Kerry’s son, James Packer, became Executive Chairman of 
PBL. Kerry’s primary schooling suffered greatly when he 
was stricken with a severe bout of poliomyelitis at age 
eight, and he was confined to an iron lung for nine months. 
It is said that his father thought little of his son’s abilities, 
once describing him (so the talk goes) as “the family idiot.” 
As it turned out, “the family idiot” for a while took PBL to 
levels far beyond anything his father or brother achieved. 
It seems that this nickname his father gave Kerry made him 
strive to new heights in schooling, trying to achieve “A” 
grades. One end of year report said he was one of the most 
notable students. On that point, in an interview, former 
employee Trevor Sykes stated that “he didn’t read much on 
the printed page. If you didn’t want Kerry to read 
something, you wrote more than a one-page memo.” But if 
there was one thing clear about Kerry Packer’s life, it was 
that he aimed to be rich, and he reached his goal. He had a 
high life as well — not to mention other matters, there was 
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his gambling. In 1999, it was reported that a three-week 
losing run at London casinos cost him almost A$28 million 
— described at the time as the biggest reported gambling 
loss in British history. On the other hand, one report had it 
that he won A$33 million at the Grand Casino in Las 
Vegas and that he often won as much as A$7 million each 
year during his annual holidays in the UK. 

I suppose we could say that Kerry Packer is an 
instance of a man of ability aiming to do well in life in 
terms of what this life can offer. He was admired by many 
precisely because he was rich, and because he got richer. 
He was shrewd in the matter of gaining great wealth, 
knowing what had to be done to get there, and taking very 
effectively the practical steps that were necessary. But 
what of the next step — that which follows this short life? 
Well, the great man had something to say about this too. 
His busy and varied life took its toll on his heart — he 
reportedly suffered as many as eight heart attacks. In 1990, 
while playing polo at Warwick Farm, Sydney, he suffered 
a heart attack that left him clinically dead for six minutes. 
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He was revived by paramedics and then airlifted to St 
Vincent’s Private Hospital, Sydney and received a bypass 
surgery. In a press conference he later remarked on his 
temporary oblivion: “I’ve been to the other side and let me 
tell you, son, there’s #### nothing there... there’s no one 
waiting there for you, there’s no one to judge you, so you 
can do what you bloody well like”. If this was a true 
report, then it confirms the general impression that he lived 
for the goals of this life, and presumably received a big 
surprise when he finally did pass from this earthly scene in 
2005. He was, incidentally and to his great credit, a great 
benefactor to certain causes, such as St Vincent’s Hospital 
and the New South Wales Ambulance Service. Now all of 
this, meant only as an introduction and an example, brings 
us to our Gospel today, in which our Lord makes this sad 
point: “the people of this world are more shrewd in dealing 
with their own kind than are the people of the lighf’ (Luke 
16: 1-8). If a man can spend himself to real effect attaining 
the goals that this life alone may offer, what are “the 
children of the light” — those who know that Christ is the 
only Light of the world — doing? 
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All this is to say that we must be up and doing in 
respect to the one thing necessary. It is not necessary that 
we seek and gain abundant riches of this world, but it is 
necessary that we become rich in the things of God. What 
are those things? Being rich in God means loving Jesus 
Christ with our whole heart and mind, accepting in 
heartfelt and practical manner his revelation, and building 
our whole life, in practical fashion, on his teaching. It 
means striving to bring the knowledge and love of him to 
the world around us so as to become rich in what God 
regards as essential: souls — souls for his eternal kingdom. 
Let us learn from “the people of this world”, such as the 
Kerry Packers, so as to be effective “children of the light.” 

-- 
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Saturday of the Thirty-first Week of Ordinary Time 


Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 85 (84): 9 The Lord speaks of 
peace to his people and his holy ones and to those who turn 
to him. 

Collect Stir up the will of your faithful, we pray, O Lord, 
that, striving more eagerly to bring your divine work to 
fruitful completion, they may receive in greater measure 
the healing remedies your kindness bestows. Through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Romans 16:3-9, 16, 22-27; Psalm 
145:2-3, 4-5, 10-11; Luke 16:9-15 

Jesus said to his disciples: “I tell you, make friends 
for yourselves with dishonest wealth, so that when it fails, 
you will be welcomed into eternal dwellings. The person 
who is trustworthy in very small matters is also trustworthy 
in great ones; and the person who is dishonest in very 
small matters is also dishonest in great ones. If, therefore, 
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you are not trustworthy with dishonest wealth, who will 
trust you with true wealth? If you are not trustworthy with 
what belongs to another, who will give you what is yours? 
No servant can serve two masters. He will either hate one 
and love the other, or be devoted to one and despise the 
other. You cannot serve God and mammon. ” The 
Pharisees, who loved money, heard all these things and 
sneered at him. And he said to them, “You justify 
yourselves in the sight of others, but God knows your 
hearts; for what is of human esteem is an abomination in 
the sight of God. ” (Luke 16:9-15) 

Attachment to God There is a saying that was 
coined, I think, by Lord Acton in the nineteenth century to 
the effect that absolute power corrupts absolutely. Let us 
add that, in its essence, absolute power need not corrupt. 
There are examples of persons who occupied positions of 
great power and who were good and holy people. For 
example, kings have been saints (say, Edward the 
Confessor, Louis IX of France, Henry II of Germany 
(972-1024), Charles I of Austria (1887-1922). While none 
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of them possessed absolute power (whoever on this earth 
ever has?), their goodness shows that power need not 
corrupt. However, the history of the world shows that 
power may well corrupt and, in fact, all too often it does. 
The same can be said of material possessions. There are 
examples beyond number of persons who have gradually 
gained an abundance of material possessions and in the 
process have come to be ruled by them. They have become 
totally attached to the things of this world and their lives 
could be described as being in the service of material 
possessions. Money has become their god. Now, while 
the great majority of persons who have and gain material 
possessions do not reach such a state of subjection to 
material goods, the danger of attachment to the things of 
this world is very much present. This is what our Lord 
addresses in his words in today’s Gospel passage, and he 
does so in the vivid language of “hate” and “love.” “’ No 
servant can serve two masters. He will either hate one and 
love the other, or be devoted to one and despise the other. 
You cannot serve God and mammon ’. The Pharisees, who 
loved money, heard all these things and sneered at him. 
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And he said to them, ‘You justify yourselves in the sight of 
others, but God knows your hearts; for what is of human 
esteem is an abomination in the sight of God (Luke 
16:9-15). 

At the beginning of his classic Spiritual Exercises, St 
Ignatius of Loyola sets forth the foundation of the religious 
life. It is that man is made to serve and praise God alone 
and, by this means, to save his soul. The implication of 
this fundamental and ruling principle of life is that the heart 
of man ought be detached from all else in the sense that 
nothing else can be allowed to distract his heart away from 
God. He must work constantly at detachment from the 
things of this world. That is to say, he must find God in all 
things, and his love for and commitment to the persons and 
things that make up his life must be such as to please God. 
It must not be such as to replace God or to reduce him. 
This is the work of life then, and it is an immense spiritual 
challenge. What is at stake is the choice between two 
masters: either God or the creatures of God, either the one 
true God or some other false god. The fundamental guide 
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in this challenge that faces every man is the first of the Ten 
Commandments, which is that the Lord is our God, and 
that there is to be no other god in our life than he. So as we 
think of our Lord’s words, let us consider the state of our 
heart in respect to material goods. It is a great help to 
recall and dwell on the lives of those saints who, because 
of their vocation and circumstances, actually had many 
possessions. St Thomas More — a wonderful layman, 
married twice with several children and the leading officer 
of the English realm — had many possessions. But his 
heart did not rest in them as its love. God was his master. 
This was put to the test with the “great matter.” King 
Henry VIII insisted on the formal recognition by all of his 
putting away of his first Queen and his second marriage 
(despite papal prohibition). With the Pope proving to be 
difficult, Henry then claimed to be supreme head of the 
Church in England. Thomas More by his martyrdom gave 
up everything for Christ and his revealed truth about the 
Church. This would have been impossible had his heart 
been attached to the many good things — his possessions, 
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his family, his eminent profession — that God gave to him 
during life. 

It is very difficult to achieve this attachment to God 
and detachment from possessions that our Lord refers to in 
our Gospel text today. We must pray for the grace to be 
servants of God and attached to all else only in God. He is 
to be the love of our hearts and this has to be lived out in 
the midst of everyday life in a very material world. 

-- 
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Thirty-second Sunday of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 88 (87): 3 Let my prayer come 
into your presence. Incline your ear to my cry for help, O 
Lord. 

Collect Almighty and merciful God, graciously keep 
from us all adversity, so that, unhindered in mind and body 
alike, we may pursue in freedom of heart the things that are 
yours. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives 
and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 2 Maccabees 7:1-2, 9-14; Psalm 17:1, 
5-6,8,15; 2 Thessalonians 2:16-3:5; Luke 20:27-38 

Some Sadducees, those who deny that there is a 
resurrection, came forward and put this question to Jesus, 
saying, "Teacher, Moses wrote for us, If someone's brother 
dies leaving a wife but no child, his brother must take the 
wife and raise up descendants for his brother. Now there 
were seven brothers; the first married a woman but died 
childless. Then the second and the third married her, and 
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likewise all the seven died childless. Finally the woman 
also died. Now at the resurrection whose wife will that 
woman be? For all seven had been married to her." Jesus 
said to them, "The children of this age marry and remarry; 
but those who are deemed worthy to attain to the coming 
age and to the resurrection of the dead neither marry nor 
are given in marriage. They can no longer die, for they are 
like angels; and they are the sons of God, being sons of the 
resurrection. That the dead will rise even Moses made 
known in the passage about the bush, when he calls the 
Lord the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God 
of Jacob. Now he is not God of the dead, but of the living, 
for to him all are alive." (Luke 20:27-38) 

Resurrection There are a few religious doctrines 
which have pervaded the consciousness of much of the 
world. Apart from the doctrine of but one God, there is 
also the doctrine of a divine judgment on man issuing in an 
eternity of either heaven or hell. Now, while it is true that 
various religious traditions have contributed to the 
widespread familiarity with and even acceptance of what 
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we might call these Last Things that face man, it is surely 
clear that the single most important source of the doctrine 
of the final judgment is Jesus Christ and the influence 
through two millennia of the Catholic Church which he 
founded. Throughout the Gospels our Lord refers to the 
divine judgment on each man and on the whole human 
race. All should live in such a way as to be ready for that 
judgment. The thought of the judgment of God is perhaps 
the most important prompt for religion in a person’s life. 
Man looks to the end of life whenever that might be and he 
asks, what then? Christ has told him that — using the 
imagery of Scripture — the books will then be opened and 
there will be a divine judgment on all his thoughts, words 
and deeds. Now, one of the most wonderful revelations of 
Christ is that of the resurrection from the dead. As we 
state in the Creed, we believe in the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body and life everlasting. While the 
doctrine of the resurrection from the dead can be shown to 
have been revealed in the Old Testament, it was not 
sufficiently clear to silence dissent from it. In our Gospel 
today we are told that some Sadducees, those who “deny 
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that there is a resurrection ”, came forward and put a 
puzzle to Jesus which, they thought, would vindicate their 
denial that there is a resurrection. They misread the 
Scriptures and thought little of the power of God, as our 
Lord told them. Christ answered sovereignly that there is 
indeed a resurrection from the dead, and that it is for those 
judged worthy. So there is a judgment, and for those who 
pass that absolutely final test, there is a rising to eternal 
life. 


All through human life and society there is the 
incentive of reward for work well done. There are tests 
and rewards. A person receives a bonus for a year’s good 
work. A person’s curriculum vitae records his good work, 
and that is his passbook to better prospects in the future. A 
student works hard to do well in his exams and so have the 
reward of better career prospects. This pattern is a 
reflection of what will happen at the end, for God offers 
immense rewards too. He means his revelation of the fact 
of the resurrection in the body to eternal life to be a grand 
incentive. He wants us, with the thought of a future reward, 
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to live a good and holy life filled with persevering and 
loving service of God and neighbour. Life is short and 
eternity is long. Our Lord has revealed, and the Church 
has taught in her formal teaching, that for those judged 
worthy “to attain to the coming age and to the resurrection 
of the dead ” there will be an eternity of life in the company 
of God himself, face to face in the direct vision of him. 
The very thought of eternity is difficult to imagine, except 
by constantly denying a limit to ongoing time. Those who 
are “judged worthy ’ will be borne along in a limitless sea 
of beauty and joy which is the living God. This vast 
universe with its unknown and unattained limits is but a 
pale reflection of the limitless being of the loving and holy 
God. Heaven will be God’s eternal embrace of each of us, 
holding us to himself in an unimaginable smile of fatherly 
love that will never cease to fill us with overflowing joy, 
and in him we shall live with all those who are likewise in 
him. Every tear will forever be wiped away. How brief 
will life appear to have been for those enjoying the bliss of 
heaven, how paltry its pleasures and sorrows and what a 
waste to have ignored one’s God-given duties. Take any 
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point of time in the future — say, a million years to come 
— and that point will be still but the beginning of an 
eternity to come. Every single human being will be part of 
this eternity planned by God for those who have risen to 
eternal life. 

The all-important project of life is so to live as to be 
judged worthy of the resurrection of the dead in the body, 
and not to be cast out into the eternal darkness of hell. 
Christ has revealed this resurrection unto life to be the 
grand divinely-intended future of man and the world. Each 
of us stands at the crossroads and we know the direction to 
take. Let us not ignore Christ’s revelation. Rather, let us 
take our stand with him and every day live with him so as 
to be able to die with him and then rise with him. 

-- 
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Monday of the Thirty-second Week of Ordinary Time 


Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 88 (87): 3 Let my prayer come 
into your presence. Incline your ear to my cry for help, O 
Lord. 

Collect Almighty and merciful God, graciously keep 
from us all adversity, so that, unhindered in mind and body 
alike, we may pursue in freedom of heart the things that are 
yours. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives 
and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Wisdom 1:1-7; Psalm 139: lb-10; 

Luke 17:1-6 

Jesus said to his disciples, “Things that cause sin will 
inevitably occur, but woe to the one through whom they 
occur. It would be better for him if a millstone were put 
around his neck and he be thrown into the sea than for him 
to cause one of these little ones to sin. Be on your guard! 
If your brother sins, rebuke him; and if he repents, forgive 
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him. And if he wrongs you seven times in one day and 
returns to you seven times saying, 7 am sorry, ’ you should 
forgive him. ” And the Apostles said to the Lord, “Increase 
our faith. ” The Lord replied, “Ifyou have faith the size of a 
mustard seed, you would say to this mulberry tree, ‘Be 
uprooted and planted in the sea, ’ and it would obey you. ” 
(Luke 17:1-6) 

Influence I remember how, at the beginning of my 
studies for the priesthood, the priest who had charge of the 
formation of those in their first year of studies repeatedly 
warned us about the power and influence of human respect. 
By this he meant that the approval or disapproval of those 
around us has a powerful effect on our behaviour, unless 
we place ourselves on guard. Of course, in a properly 
functioning society or community this approval or 
disapproval is a major support for good order and proper 
standards of behaviour. But can also be a major influence 
for evil. If an individual means to aim high in his personal 
standards, the disapproval of those around him can break 
down his resolve and lead him astray — unless he is on 
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guard. What we are speaking of here is bad example and 
good example, bad influence and good influence. A parent 
can be a good influence on his or her child, and 
alternatively that parent can be a bad influence. The 
spiritual masters call this factor “the world,” as distinct 
from the influence coming from one’s own inclinations and 
preferences. The “world”, consisting of the other person or 
other people in our life, has an influence on us for good or 
ill. The example and behaviour of others as well as their 
words and arguments are a powerful pressure on us for 
good or for bad. At the dawn of human history we see this 
factor at play in the drama of human decision. God made it 
clear to our first parents that they were not to partake of the 
“tree of the knowledge of good and evil.” That was God’s 
command. Then there entered Satan as a principal 
influence in the direction of sin. Eve sinned. She then 
turned to Adam and influenced him. Satan did not turn to 
Adam, Eve did. We could look on Eve (in her sinful 
influence on Adam) as the equivalent of the “world”. The 
bad influence and example of others that plays such a 
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major role in the history of sin from age to age was at work 
in the very beginning. 

Our Lord refers to the influence of bad example and 
the immense responsibility of each person who leads others 
to sin through it. Jesus said to his disciples, “ Things that 
cause sin will inevitably occur, but woe to the one through 
whom they occur. It would be better for him if a millstone 
were put around his neck and he be thrown into the sea 
than for him to cause one of these little ones to sin. Be on 
your guardr (Luke 17:1-6). Apart from bad example, 
many actively lead and encourage others to sin and to 
crime. Consider the collusion involved in various forms of 
fraud. Consider the rampant pornography in many of the 
media, the print media, movies, the Internet. When Pope 
Paul VI visited Australia at the end of 1970 he addressed a 
large body of journalists. He told them that they 
constituted world power number one. He was referring to 
the influence on others of what is said and written in the 
media. So as our Lord says, we must be on guard. We 
must be on guard lest we lead others directly or indirectly 
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into sin, and we must be very much on guard lest the 
example and actions of others lead us into sin. Our bad or 
good example is of the first importance for others and the 
example of others is of the first importance for us. All this 
is to say that none of us goes to heaven or to hell alone. 
We take others with us. Part of God’s judgment on us will 
revolve around the harm or the good we have done to 
others by our bad or good example and the influence it 
constituted. When in the twenty fifth chapter of the Gospel 
of St Matthew our Lord portrays himself as saying to those 
on his right and left that whatever they did to the least they 
did to him, he is surely speaking also of the influence on 
others that our good or bad example constituted. Let us 
then be very much alive to our responsibility to lead others 
to goodness and holiness of life by the example of our 
actions. 

The Church needs saints and the world needs them. 
They are the beacons for mankind of goodness and they 
lead by their example and their good works. There is an 
old saying that evil flourishes when good people are 
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lacking or when good people do nothing. Let us resolve to 
overcome evil with good and never to do anything that will 
lead another into sin. 


Vb»©«dv 
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Tuesday of the Thirty-second Week of Ordinary Time 


Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 88 (87): 3 Let my prayer come 
into your presence. Incline your ear to my cry for help, O 
Lord. 

Collect Almighty and merciful God, graciously keep 
from us all adversity, so that, unhindered in mind and body 
alike, we may pursue in freedom of heart the things that are 
yours. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives 
and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Wisdom 2:23-3:9; Psalm 34:2-3, 16-19; 

Luke 17:7-10 

Jesus said to the Apostles: “Who among you would 
say to your servant who has just come in from ploughing or 
tending sheep in the field, ‘Come here immediately and 
take your place at table ’? Would he not rather say to him, 

‘Prepare something for me to eat. Put on your apron and 
wait on me while I eat and drink. You may eat and drink 
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when lam finished’? Is he grateful to that servant because 
he did what was commanded? So should it be with you. 
When you have done all you have been commanded, say, 
We are unprofitable servants; we have done what we were 
obliged to dod” (Luke 17:7-10) 

Our duty There are various keys or starting points 
to the understanding of man and of oneself, and of a truly 
human life. One can start with the sheer fact of one’s 
existence and develop one’s thought from there. Why isn’t 
there simply nothing, or rather, why is it that I now exist 
and live and what are the implications of this for me? I 
exist and I continue to exist when there is no intrinsic 
necessity for me to do so. I am obviously radically 
transient in my very being and there is no reason why at 
any particular instant I need continue to enjoy being at all. 
The same can be said of the world as a whole. Why is 
there not nothing? Yes, one thing in the universe motors 
the other, but not in the sense of providing its continued 
existence. All this points to a Sustainer who is beyond all, 
but ever so near to all. Another starting point might be the 
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fact of order. Things are not radically chaotic and at the 
whim of chance. There is not just a vast sea of flux that is 
somehow just there. Rather, order and rationality pervade 
even to the minutest elements, even though there is enough 
disorder and consequent suffering to pose the problem of 
what must have happened to spoil an otherwise 
exceedingly grand and beautiful world. Another key or 
starting point, I would suggest, is the fact of duty. We 
sense that there is continually before us a great 
phenomenon of moral obligation that just will never go 
away. It summons us to respond in a spirit of loving 
obedience and, if we do not fulfil our duty, our conscience 
will continually reprove us and never leave us in peace. 
The whole of mankind is profoundly aware of duty and the 
practical system of duties is passed on from one generation 
to the next as its most important heritage. If a society or 
family or group fails to insist on the fulfilment of duty then 
it stands self-condemned. A nation’s life pivots around 
duty and, whether one believes in God or not, all will 
accept the great reality of duty even if it is everywhere 
contested what those duties are. 


- 2335 - 



Not only is the centrality of duty accessible to any 
man or woman but its importance is a feature of most 
religions. In the case of revealed religion the place of duty 
is central. So important is duty in a religious life that 
Blessed John Henry Newman once wrote that authority and 
obedience (to God) is of the very essence of religion. 
There are some who would respond to such a statement by 
saying that revealed religion is all about love, not authority 
and obedience. But we are speaking here of the 
recognition of the authority of God and of obedience to his 
commands. That is to say, true religion involves the 
fulfilment of our duties to God, but in a spirit of love as 
would a child obey his father. Our Lord once said that, if 
you love me you will keep my commandments. This is to 
say that the test of love is the fulfilment of our duty. Our 
Lord was once asked what is the greatest commandment of 
the Law and he replied that it is to love God with all our 
strength and our neighbour as ourself. But this is to be 
manifested and nourished by obedience to the commands 
of God. For this reason he gave us the Ten 
Commandments and Christ gave us the Beatitudes. Our 
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Lord came with the mission to do the will of the One who 
sent him, and he fulfilled this duty. In our Gospel today 
our Lord refers to duty. The entire passage is worth 
repeating: “Who among you would say to your servant who 
has just come in from ploughing or tending sheep in the 
field, ‘Come here immediately and take your place at 
table’? Would he not rather say to him, ‘Prepare 
something for me to eat. Put on your apron and wait on 
me while I eat and drink. You may eat and drink when I 
am finished’? Is he grateful to that servant because he did 
what was commanded? So should it be with you. When you 
have done all you have been commanded, say, ‘We are 
unprofitable servants; we have done what we were obliged 
to do’” (Luke 17:7-10). 

The Church teaches that the perfection of man 
consists in the perfect and heroic fulfilment of his duties of 
state out of love for God. Man has been given his life to 
fulfil with love the duties given to him by God his Father. 
Christ came to break the power of sin in us and by the gift 
of his grace to make a life of obedience to our God-given 
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duty possible. Let us, following daily in the footsteps of 
Christ, place the recognition and fulfilment of our duty at 
the centre of all our days. 

-- 
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Wednesday of the Thirty-second Week Ordinary Time 


Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 88 (87): 3 Let my prayer come 
into your presence. Incline your ear to my cry for help, O 
Lord. 

Collect Almighty and merciful God, graciously keep 
from us all adversity, so that, unhindered in mind and body 
alike, we may pursue in freedom of heart the things that are 
yours. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives 
and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Wisdom 6:1-11; Psalm 82:3-4, 6-7; 

Luke 17:11-19 

As Jesus continued his journey to Jerusalem, he 
travelled through Samaria and Galilee. As he was entering 
a village, ten lepers met him. They stood at a distance 
from him and raised their voice, saying, “Jesus, Master! 
Have pity on us!” And when he saw them, he said, “Go 
show yourselves to the priests. ” As they were going they 
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were cleansed. And one of them, realizing he had been 
healed, returned, glorifying God in a loud voice; and he 
fell at the feet of Jesus and thanked him. He was a 
Samaritan. Jesus said in reply, “Ten were cleansed, were 
they not? Where are the other nine? Has none but this 
foreigner returned to give thanks to God? ” Then he said to 
him, “Stand up and go; your faith has saved you. ” (Luke 
17:11-19) 

Mercy In his great account of the history of his 
religious convictions (his Apologia pro Vita Sua, 1864) 
Cardinal Newman speaks with deep pathos of the fact of 
evil and suffering in the world. He is profoundly 
impressed with its scale and were it not for other reasons 
that convince him beyond doubt of the being of God, the 
evil in the world would take him, he writes, into 
agnosticism and even atheism. For this reason it is not 
difficult to put one’s finger on at least one fundamental 
source and prompt for the religious sense in mankind. It is 
his need for help and salvation, in one sense or another. 
There are so many threatening forces in the life of man that 
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he instinctively cries out for the assistance of the higher 
powers that he is sure are at hand, and which he has been 
taught are indeed powerful. He asks that the powers above 
have pity on him. This prayer is instinctive, heartfelt and 
ever recurrent: “Have pity on us!” is the cry of man as he 
gazes on the heavens from the midst of his hunger, his 
sickness, his loneliness and his plight, caused by so many 
hostile factors. It is a further question as to whether his 
unaided conception and image of that to which he is 
appealing has objective validity, but there can be no doubt 
as to man’s need of God and his aid. Man knows he needs 
to be saved, however he might visualize this salvation and 
however he might imagine the Source of this salvation. 
Our Gospel today presents us with ten lepers whom we 
might take as a symbol of man afflicted with the various 
sufferings that prompt him to appeal to the Above for 
mercy. If we were to search for a key to the understanding 
of human history, this image of the ten lepers crying out, 
“Have pity on us!” surely expresses at least one of the keys. 
We all need the mercy of God. Now, all too often we are 
blind as to sin. While it is true that man can know quite 
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well that he is a sinner to the core of his fallen nature, 
nevertheless he is prone to be blind to his sinfulness and 
alive only to his material, emotional and intellectual 
misery. 

The same Cardinal Newman to whom I referred stated 
in many of his sermons that we do not need the revelation 
of God to appreciate that we are sinners in need of his 
salvation. This is true because our sinfulness is an evident 
fact of experience. However, in practice it is a little like 
the knowledge of the one true God. Theoretically we have 
the wherewithal to arrive at a knowledge of the one Creator 
of the world, but due to the fallen condition of man the vast 
majority of us would scarcely come to know him by our 
unaided efforts. We would drift into or be led into 
polytheism or some other deformed religious system or 
agnosticism or practical atheism. So, too, with the 
knowledge of our sinfulness and our need for salvation 
from sin. At least in our modern secular age, we tend to 
lack the sense of sin. It is one of the distinctive features of 
revealed religion that it is revealed to man that he is a 
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sinner and that the forgiveness of sin is brought to him by 
and in Christ. The lepers of our Gospel passage today 
appealed to Christ for mercy — and they were, of course, 
thinking of their terrible leprosy. God encourages man to 
appeal to him for mercy on any number of fronts — mercy 
in respect to his sicknesses, his hunger, his state of political 
or social or economic oppression, whatever it might be. 
That is, we need God for our daily material bread. But 
Christ’s miracles of healing the sick such as our ten lepers, 
raising the dead and feeding the hungry crowds, were, as St 
John expresses it in his Gospel, “signs”. They were signs 
of a much more important liberation, that from sin. God 
sent his Son to save the world from sin and to reconcile all 
to himself through the gift of the Holy Spirit and his grace. 
Christ is the Redeemer of the world especially in respect to 
sin, of which the leprosy in our passage today is an image. 
He is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. 
The prayer of the lepers ought be our daily prayer 
especially in respect to the leprosy of sin. Sin is our 
fundamental plight, our basic illness, the root cause of 
corruption. 
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The Church has long taken the prayer of the ten lepers 
“Eleeson hemas /” (Have pity on us!) and used that prayer 
at the beginning of the Mass to express our consciousness 
of sin and need for God’s pardon. Three times all together 
we state, Lord, have mercy! We together, like the ten 
crying out together, ask for pardon and restoration to grace. 
We appeal to Christ for the gift of being redeemed and 
sanctified. Let us make the prayer of the lepers our 
life-long prayer. 

-- 
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Thursday of the Thirty-second Week of Ordinary Time 


Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 88 (87): 3 Let my prayer come 
into your presence. Incline your ear to my cry for help, O 
Lord. 

Collect Almighty and merciful God, graciously keep 
from us all adversity, so that, unhindered in mind and body 
alike, we may pursue in freedom of heart the things that are 
yours. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives 
and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Wisdom 7:22b-8:l; Psalm 119:89, 90, 
91, 130, 135, 175; Luke 17:20-25 

Being asked by the Pharisees, when the kingdom of 
God would come, he said in answer: "The kingdom of God 
is not observed in its coming. They shall not say, 'Look 
here' or 'look there,' For lo, the kingdom of God is within 
you." And he said to his disciples: The days will come, 
when you will want to see one day of the Son of man; and 
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you will not see it. And they will say to you: Look here, 
and look there. Do not go, nor follow them. For as the 
lightening that lights up the sky shines all across the 
heavens, so will the Son of man be in his day. But first he 
must suffer many things, and be rejected by this 
generation. (Luke 17:20-25) 

The Kingdom and the Church I once attended an 
academic talk by a specialist in Zoroastrianism — and I 
think the lecturer was himself a Zoroastrian. His talk was 
on the nature of religion and he finally came down to 
defining the practice of religion in terms of technology. 
Religion was a technology, that is to say a way of 
achieving tangible results. Furthermore, the results that are 
sought are usually material. He reviewed many indigenous 
and world religions and showed, as he thought, that what 
was at work in their practice was the use of certain 
techniques to gain various benefits from the powers above. 
Now, of course this is what any religion can in effect 
become but it is another matter to define religion in these 
terms. His notion was a caricature of the nature of religion. 
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But it leads on to a further point already mentioned. That 
point is that more often than not what the practitioners of a 
religion hope to gain is a material benefit. It is usually in 
order to be better off in this world that man has recourse to 
religion, and when he is materially content or when he does 
not think that his lot in this world will be better as a result 
of religious practice, he does not bother with the gods or a 
higher power. This is understandable, and in any case 
there is no doubt that the practice of religion brings with it 
blessings here and now and not merely in the Hereafter. 
But those blessings of the here and now are not merely 
material. The Gospels are clear that our Lord had to deal 
with the expectation that God’s Kingdom would be a grand 
temporal regime filled with material blessings. In our 
Gospel passage today our Lord is asked by the Pharisees 
when the Kingdom of God would come. They must have 
been thinking in material and temporal terms because our 
Lord replied, “77ie coming of the Kingdom of God cannot 
be observed, and no one will announce, ‘Look, here it is, ’ 
or, ‘There it is. ’ For behold, the Kingdom of God is among 
you.” 
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That great and eternal Kingdom promised in the 
Scriptures has come in the Person of Jesus Christ. He is 
the blessing of religion. When the Angel Gabriel appeared 
before the Virgin Mary to obtain her consent to be the 
mother of the Messiah, he said of him that his Kingdom 
would have no end. When he was born, the angels in the 
heavens announced to the shepherds that the Messiah had 
been born for them, Christ the Lord. The wise men came 
from the East seeking the infant King whose star had 
appeared and which they were following. At the beginning 
of his public ministry our Lord announced that the 
Kingdom of God was near, and in our Gospel passage he 
tells the Pharisees that the Kingdom of God was already 
among them. “ Behold, the Kingdom of God is among 
you,” he told them. This Kingdom is the lordship and 
dominion of God and it is present in all its fullness in the 
Person of Jesus Christ. It is extended every time a person 
approaches Christ and places his faith in him and gives to 
him the allegiance of his hope and his love. It is confirmed 
by the gift of his Holy Spirit to that person, a gift which 
unites that person to the living Jesus and gives to him a 


- 2348 - 



share in the life of God. Where Christ is, there the 
Kingdom of God is present. And where is Christ now? 
Christ is present in his fullness at the right hand of the 
Father, interceding for us. He is present in his fullness also 
in his body the Church, of which he is the living Head and 
Spouse. While speaking to the Pharisees in our Gospel 
passage today (Luke 17:20-25), our Lord had about him the 
Twelve who were the foundation stones of his Church. On 
the day he rose from the dead he gave to the Eleven his gift 
of the Holy Spirit, sending them out just as he had been 
sent by the Father. Then at Pentecost the Holy Spirit was 
sent to the Church gathered in the Upper Room, and with 
that, the Church was born as a public Fact. The Church 
was given the Person of Christ, and in him is present the 
promised Kingdom. The Kingdom of God is among you 
because the Church is among you. 

“The Kingdom of God is among your This is so 
because Christ is among us, and he is among us because of 
the presence and ministry of the Church which he founded 
on the Apostles and on Peter the visible Rock. What is the 
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“benefit” of revealed religion both here and now and 
hereafter? The benefit is to possess the Person of Christ. 
As St Paul writes, in him we have every heavenly blessing. 
For me, St Paul writes again, life is Christ. Let us 
understand well that Christ and his grace is the motive and 
life of our religion. 

-- 
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Friday of the Thirty-second Week of Ordinary Time 


Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 88 (87): 3 Let my prayer come 
into your presence. Incline your ear to my cry for help, O 
Lord. 

Collect Almighty and merciful God, graciously keep 
from us all adversity, so that, unhindered in mind and body 
alike, we may pursue in freedom of heart the things that are 
yours. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives 
and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Wisdom 13:1-9; Psalm 19:2-3, 4-5ab; 

Luke 17:26-37 

Jesus said to his disciples, As it came to pass in the 
days of Noah, so shall it be also in the days of the Son of 
man. They ate and drank, they married wives, and were 
given in marriage, until the day that Noah entered into the 
ark: and the flood came and destroyed them all. Likewise 
in the days of Lot: they ate and drank, they bought and 
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sold, they planted and built. And in the day that Lot left 
Sodom it rained fire and brimstone from heaven and 
destroyed them all. Even thus shall it be in the day when 
the Son of man shall be revealed. In that hour, he that is 
on the housetop with his goods in the house, let him not go 
down to take them away, and he that is in the field in like 
manner, let him not return back. Remember Lot's wife. 
Whosoever shall seek to save his life shall lose it: and 
whosoever shall lose it shall preserve it. I say to you: on 
that night there shall be two men in one bed; the one shall 
be taken, and the other shall be left. Two women shall be 
grinding together: the one shall be taken, and the other 
shall be left. Two men shall be in the field; the one shall be 
taken, and the other shall be left. In reply they said to him, 
where, Lord? He said to them: Wherever the body is, there 
will the eagles also gather. (Luke 17:26-37) 

Scripture When it comes to the reading of Sacred 
Scripture, I would recommend that two practices be in 
place. These two practices could be linked, or conducted 
separately. Firstly there ought be a simple daily reading of 
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the Scriptures, especially the Gospels for they are the high 
point of the word of God. This daily spiritual reading 
ought be continuous, perhaps the best part of a chapter 
each day with Christ as the figure constantly before the 
reader. If one is reading the Old Testament the living 
figure of Christ still ought be constantly before the reader 
because the Christian knows that Christ is the key to the 
Old Testament. Of course, even more so is he the key in 
any reading of the New Testament. But then apart from 
what we might call this daily spiritual reading, I would 
suggest that there be some brief time during which one 
simply prays over a short passage of the Gospel in the 
presence of the unseen Jesus. This should be considered 
simple prayer time. For this I would especially recommend 
the Gospel passage of the Mass of the day, and spending 
the time in the presence of the living unseen Jesus with that 
passage of the day to assist. Accordingly I would suggest 
that a person consider purchasing a daily Missal so as to 
have these readings of the day constantly at hand. One of 
the advantages of drawing constantly in this way on the 
Church’s liturgy to nourish one’s spiritual life is that the 


- 2353 - 



Scriptures gradually enter into the life-blood of one’s daily 
prayer. Yes, my suggestion to each serious Christian is 
that he or she every day spend several minutes in the 
spiritual reading of Scripture, especially the Gospels. I also 
suggest that he spend several minutes in explicitly 
prayerful contemplation of Christ as he is presented in a 
particular Gospel passage — and my suggestion is that it 
be the Gospel passage of the Mass for that weekday. One 
result — among many — of all this is that hitherto 
unsuspected emphases in Christ’s teachings will be noticed 
and will come alive. 

In respect to noticing emphases in Christ’s teachings, 
our Gospel passage today is a case in point. Over the years 
I have often heard it said that the God of the Old Testament 
is a God of judgment and punishment, while the God of the 
New is a God of kindness and forgiveness. But read the 
Gospels through and try to count the number of times that 
our Lord refers explicitly to the doom of eternal 
punishment. It is clearly on our Lord’s mind constantly 
and it is for this that he has died on the Cross — to save 
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mankind from the fires of hell. In our Gospel passage 
today our Lord refers back to the Old Testament and to the 
punishment visited by God on sin. So it will be, he says, 
when the Son of Man comes. “As it was in the days of 
Noah, so it will be in the days of the Son of Man; they were 
eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage up to 
the day that Noah entered the ark, and the flood came and 
destroyed them all. Similarly, as it was in the days of Lot: 
they were eating, drinking, buying, selling, planting, 
building; on the day when Lot left Sodom, fire and 
brimstone rained from the sky to destroy them all. So it 
will be on the day the Son of Man is revealed’’'' (Luke 
17:26-37). One of the results of an age of scepticism as to 
religious dogma is that there can be little religious fear, and 
this has to be said to be one of the marks of modern man. 
Characteristically he has little religious fear. There are 
many things he fears, but generally they are the menacing 
things of this world such as war, sickness, disease, climate 
change, economic insecurity. He does not greatly fear God 
and the Judgment of God on sin. However, throughout the 
Gospels our Lord exhorts his listeners to fear God and his 
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judgment. Indeed, he says elsewhere that we are not to 
fear those who kill the body but can do little more. The 
one we are to fear is him who has the power to cast into 
hell. The good news is that Christ has died for our sins 
and, if we live and die in him, we shall rise with him. 

St Jerome once wrote that ignorance of the Scriptures 
involves ignorance of Christ. Of course this has to be 
interpreted broadly because there are various ways of 
growing in a knowledge of the Christ of the Gospels — 
such as by an assiduous praying of the Rosary. 
Nevertheless, the Scriptures are a precious gift of the Holy 
Spirit to all of Christ’s faithful. They come to the faithful 
through the medium of the Church who guides her children 
in interpreting its true sense. By a daily reading of and 
praying over the Gospel, our knowledge of Christ and his 
teaching will take us to heaven. 

-- 
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Saturday of the Thirty-second Week of Ordinary Time 


Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 88 (87): 3 Let my prayer come 
into your presence. Incline your ear to my cry for help, O 
Lord. 

Collect Almighty and merciful God, graciously keep 
from us all adversity, so that, unhindered in mind and body 
alike, we may pursue in freedom of heart the things that are 
yours. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives 
and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Wisdom 18:14-16; 19:6-9; 

Psalm 105:2-3, 36-37, 42-43; Luke 18:1-8 

And he told a parable to them that we ought always to 
pray, and not to lose heart, saying: There was a judge in a 
certain city, who feared not God, nor regarded man. There 
was a certain widow in that city, and she came to him, 
saying: Give justice to me against my adversary. And for a 
long time he refused. But afterwards he said to himself: 
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Although I fear not God, nor regard man, yet because this 
widow is troublesome to me, I will accord her her rights, 
lest she keep coming and wearing me with all this. And the 
Lord said: Hear what the unjust judge said. And will not 
God support his chosen ones who cry to him day and night: 
and will he be slow in their regard? I say to you, that he 
will quickly vindicate them. But yet when the Son of man 
comes will he find faith on earth? (Luke 18:1-8) 

Prayer When we speak of a religion as “a faith” we 
are implying that it is just that: namely, a faith in 
something or Someone and not the direct sight of that 
object or Person. If it is a faith that is profound and 
enduring, by implication this means that it endures despite 
what is actually seen. When, due to his religious faith, the 
good man lives according to the commandments of God, 
his obedience to those commandments proves the 
authenticity of his faith. The test of his faith has been his 
obedience to the commands of God. His faith is tested the 
more when the circumstances of his life go absolutely 
against his comfort and convenience. These adverse 
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circumstances from which he suffers offer even less 
evidence of the fact and presence of the unseen God in 
whom he believes. If his faith endures in the midst of these 
circumstances, that faith is proved the more. The same is 
to be said of prayer. If there is no prayer in one’s life, what 
is the evidence of one’s faith? There is none. Religious 
faith will manifest itself in prayer, and a life of faith will 
show itself in a life of prayer. So too, circumstances that 
seem contrary to the object of one’s prayers will prove the 
reality of prayer in one’s life. By this I mean that if a truly 
religious person prays that his adverse circumstances will 
change, the apparent lack of this change will test both his 
faith and his prayer. Consider a religious person who, in a 
harshly repressive regime (say, communist or radical 
Islamist), is imprisoned and subjected to painful 
circumstances prays to God for help and relief. Nothing 
seems to change. He gives up on prayer or, alternatively, 
he prays the more that God’s will be done. It is evident 
from the nature of the case and from general experience 
that the recurrent problem with prayer is that often prayer 
does not seem to be answered. At least so it seems to many 
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who pray and to many who observe. What is to be said of 
this obvious difficulty? 

Our Lord insists on the necessity of praying always 
and never losing heart at the appearances. As usual he 
draws on analogies from real life to drive home his point. 
“There was a judge in a certain town who neither feared 
God nor respected any human being. And a widow in that 
town used to come to him and say, ‘Render a just decision 
for me against my adversary. ’ For a long time the judge 
was unwilling, but eventually he thought, ‘While it is true 
that I neither fear God nor respect any human being, 
because this widow keeps bothering me I shall deliver a 
just decision for her lest she finally come and strike me.’'” 
The widow would not accept the immoral judge’s inaction 
and lack of concern. She kept insisting and wearied him to 
the point of desperation. He granted her the request just to 
get rid of her. But as our Lord states, in prayer we are 
dealing with the good and holy God. He will most surely 
hear our prayer, but at the proper time. Our Lord is 
implying that the reason why our prayers are generally not 
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answered is that we give up on God and cease praying for 
what we need. “Will not God then secure the rights of his 
chosen ones who call out to him day and night? Will he be 
slow to answer them? I tell you, he will see to it that justice 
is done for them speedily. But when the Son of Man comes, 
will he find faith on earth?'’' 1 (Luke 18:1-8). The test of 
faith is perseverance in prayer, and specifically the prayer 
of petition. The Popes have stated that we must pray 
constantly for world peace. How many do this and do it 
persistently? I venture to suggest that a great number 
would instinctively think that such prayer is largely a waste 
of time, that peace if it comes will come anyway and if it 
does not, then our prayers would be of no use in the 
process. But no. The larger the task, the more important is 
the persistent prayer of those with faith. Let us place 
ourselves daily in the presence of God and ask ourselves 
what it is that we ought be praying for — what does God 
want to see in my life and in the world, and what, therefore 
does he wish me to pray for? That is what I ought pray for 
persistently. 
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Let us take our Lord’s words as immensely important 
and consoling. He assures us that God will answer our 
prayers if we pray with faith and persistence. We must not 
give up on prayer and on God simply because he seems to 
delay. His delay may in fact be the opposite, speed. When 
we look back in the future we may be surprised how 
quickly and completely our prayers were heard. Let us 
seek to know what God wants us to pray for, and then let 
us pray persistently for it. 

-- 
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Thirty-third Sunday of Ordinary Time 


Entrance Antiphon Jeremiah 29: 11, 12, 14 The Lord 
said: I think thoughts of peace and not of affliction. You 
will call upon me, and I will answer you, and I will lead 
back your captives from every place. 

Collect Grant us, we pray, O Lord our God, the constant 
gladness of being devoted to you, for it is full and lasting 
happiness to serve with constancy the author of all that is 
good. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives 
and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Malachi 3:19-20a; Psalm 98:5-9; 

2 Thessalonians 3:7-12; Luke 21:5-19 

Some were saying of the temple that it was adorned 
with goodly stones and gifts, and he said: "These things 
which you see, the days will come in which there shall not 
be left a stone upon a stone that shall not be thrown down." 
And they asked him: "Master, when shall these things be, 
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and what will be the sign when they will begin to happen?" 
He said, "Take heed you be not seduced; for many will 
come in my name, saying, I am he; and the time is at hand. 
Do not go after them. And when you hear of wars and 
seditions, be not terrified. These things must first come to 
pass; but the end is not yet now." Then he said to them, 
"Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against 
kingdom. And there will be great earthquakes in various 
places, and pestilences, and famines, and terrors from 
heaven; and there will be great signs. But before all these 
things, they will lay their hands upon you, and persecute 
you, delivering you up to the synagogues and into prisons, 
dragging you before kings and governors, for my name's 
sake. And this will happen to you for the purposes of 
testimony. Lay it up therefore into your hearts, not to 
meditate before how to answer. For I will give you a 
mouth and wisdom which all your adversaries will not be 
able to resist and gainsay. And you will be betrayed by 
your parents and brethren, and kinsmen and friends; and 
some of you they will put to death. And you will be hated 
by all men for my name's sake. But not a hair of your head 
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will perish. In your endurance you will possess your souls. 
(Luke 21:5-19) 

The Final Coming I remember attending a talk 
given many years ago by the chief editor of a leading 
Sydney newspaper, and he made the remark that the 
commodity that newspapers sell is the news. News is 
interesting, it excites and fills people’s minds, and so is 
worthy of purchase. News. As we think of the news of 
nations warring or in difficulties (and most of the news is 
about difficulties and causes of anxiety) we are led to think 
of the course of history. Nations rise and have their span 
of influence. Then they gradually or suddenly decline. 
There are achievements and failures, joys and sorrows, 
wars and times of relative peace. A person who takes an 
interest in the course of history may well ask himself what 
is the meaning of it. What is basically happening in history 
and is there a pattern? Is the course of history pointing to 
anything that can be prepared for? What is happening in 
our world now, and where is it heading? These are some of 
the questions that can occur to a person who is observing 
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the affairs of man and society. Obviously, it is very 
difficult to answer these questions just from ordinary 
rational reflection. The best way to view the course of 
history is to determine first the fundamental vantage point 
to be adopted. If you want to gain a good view of things 
you select a very good vantage point. You go up a 
particular hill or mountain and take your stand there, and 
from that perspective you look at the terrain. So, too, in 
human affairs. Now, our best vantage point is that of God 
and his revelation, which is to say the teaching and 
perspective of Christ. How did Christ view human 
history? Our Gospel passage today (Luke 21:5-19) 
suggests to us something of his divine vantage point. 
Many of the great and beautiful things made by human 
hands, worthy as they are, will not last. The Temple may 
be taken as an instance of this. “ While some people were 
speaking about how the temple was adorned with costly 
stones and votive offerings, Jesus said, ‘All that you see 
here - the days will come when there will not be left a 
stone upon another stone that will not be thrown down " 


- 2366 - 



What then is the enduring thing in and beyond human 
history? It is Jesus Christ, the same yesterday, today and 
forever. He is the one on whom each of us can base our 
lives with utter security and he is the hope of the world — 
not this or that power, country or theory. It is he to whom 
we ought bear witness and to whom we ought dedicate our 
energies with full love and loyalty. “ Then they asked him, 
‘Teacher, when will this happen? And what sign will there 
be when all these things are about to happen?’ He 
answered, ‘See that you not be deceived, for many will 
come in my name, saying, 7 am he, ’ and 'The time has 
come. ’ Do not follow them /”’ Jesus is worth living for, 
suffering for and dying for. It is to him that we ought bear 
witness and the effects of that witness will be truly 
enduring. If we want to spend our lives in ways that have 
enduring value, then it is for Christ that we ought spend 
them. No matter what it may cost, it will be worth it. In 
respect to this our Lord goes on to say, “/ myself shall give 
you a wisdom in speaking that all your adversaries will be 
powerless to resist or refute. You will even be handed over 
by parents, brothers, relatives, and friends, and they will 
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put some of you to death. You will be hated by all because 
of my name, but not a hair on your head will be destroyed. 
By your perseverance you will secure your lives " (Luke 
21:5-19). The centrepiece of human history is the Person 
of Jesus Christ, and the purpose of human history is that he 
be accepted as the Lord. This is the meaning of human 
history, and the more the nations ignore or refuse the 
lordship of Jesus Christ then the more does history sink 
into futility and meaninglessness. The more Jesus Christ is 
acclaimed as Lord, the more does human history and the 
concourse of mankind attain its true end. It is to this that 
Christ’s faithful must every day bear witness by word and 
deed, by holy lives lived out in loving acknowledgement 
that Christ is Lord, and that his teaching is the guide of all 
of human life. 

There is one great future event that is coming. That is 
one thing we do know amid all the uncertainties of human 
history. It is that Christ will come again. He will come 
again to us individually at our death and he will come 
again at the very end of human history to judge the living 
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and the dead. We, each of us and all of us together, are 
called so to live as to be ready for his coming. Let us make 
sure that every day counts in this waiting. We must make 
sure that when the master comes he finds us waiting and 
fully ready. 

-- 
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Monday of the Thirty-third Week of Ordinary Time 


Entrance Antiphon Jer 29: 11, 12, 14 The Lord said: I 
think thoughts of peace and not of affliction. You will call 
upon me, and I will answer you, and I will lead back your 
captives from every place. 

Collect Grant us, we pray, O Lord our God, the constant 
gladness of being devoted to you, for it is full and lasting 
happiness to serve with constancy the author of all that is 
good. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives 
and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 1 Maccab. 1:10-15, 41-43, 54-57, 62-63; 

Ps. 119:53, 61, 134, 150, 155, 158; Luke 18:35-43 

Now it came to pass, when he drew nigh to Jericho, 
that a certain blind man sat by the way side, begging. And 
when he heard the multitude passing by, he asked what this 
meant. And they told him, that Jesus of Nazareth was 
passing by. And he cried out, saying: "Jesus, son of David, 
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have mercy on me." And they that went before, rebuked 
him, that he should hold his peace: but he cried out much 
more: "Son of David, have mercy on me.” And Jesus 
standing, commanded him to be brought to him. And when 
he was near, he asked him, saying: "What do you want me 
to do for you?" He said: "Lord, that I may see." And Jesus 
said to him: "Receive your sight: your faith hath made you 
whole." And immediately he saw, and followed him 
glorifying God. And all the people, when they saw it, gave 
praise to God. (Luke 18:35-43) 

Sight of Jesus A favourite expression that we 
repeatedly find in the Gospel of St John (and our Gospel 
passage of today is from St Luke) is the term “sign”. Our 
Lord’s miracles are signs of something far greater and 
deeper. Let us take that point and bear it in mind in 
reflecting on our Gospel scene today. We are told that “as 
Jesus approached Jericho a blind man was sitting by the 
roadside begging ”. Is not this scene a sign or symbol of 
God approaching man who is helpless in his blindness and 
misery? The beggar is a sign of wounded man, fallen as a 
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result of sin. He is a sign of the world in need of 
redemption and God is coming to him. In an age of 
scepticism as to religion and revealed doctrine man does 
not consider himself to be spiritually blind and that itself is 
his fundamental blindness. The great Pope Pius XII many 
decades ago put his finger on the sin of the modern age 
when he said that it is the loss of the sense of sin. He was 
saying that not only is the sense of sin lacking, not only is 
modern man characteristically blind as to his sinfulness, 
but that this lack is itself sinful. It is a diagnosis that had 
been seen by various religious minds before him. It occurs 
repeatedly in the sermons of John Henry Newman the 
century before. In our Gospel scene today (Luke 18:35-43) 
the blind man is all too aware of his blindness and in this 
he is a model for modern man. He knows he is blind, and 
he is filled with hope at the approach of Jesus of Nazareth 
and his hope is entirely well placed for as St Paul writes, in 
Christ is the fullness of the godhead bodily. He is the 
image of the unseen God, and as our Lord said to his 
disciples at the last Supper, he who sees me sees the 
Father. This is the One who, in approaching Jericho, was 
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approaching the blind man. The blind man hears the news 
and he cries out to Christ that he help him. The scene is a 
sign for modern man of the response he is called to make 
when hearing the proclamation of the Church that in her, in 
her life and Sacraments and preaching, Christ is present 
and approaching. 

If someone had not told the blind man that Jesus was 
passing by, possibly he would have remained in his 
blindness because he would not have appealed to Christ for 
pity and mercy. All of Christ’s faithful, every member of 
the Church, has a responsibility to the world around him to 
bear witness to the presence and Person of Jesus to the best 
of his ability. Who knows what might come of this word 
about Christ! Who knows what might be the response of 
those who hear this word! Look what happened as a result 
of the people telling the blind man that “ Jesus of Nazareth 
is passing by .” We read that he shouted, “Jesus, Son of 
David, have pity on me!” The people walking in front 
rebuked him, telling him to be silent, but he kept calling 
out all the more, “ Son of David, have pity on me!” He knew 
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his plight and he sensed with certainty that Jesus could and 
would do for him all he needed done, if only he could 
make his prayer heard. He had the faith to be persistent in 
his importunate prayer despite the obstacles and 
discouragement presented by those around him, and his 
faith was abundantly rewarded. We read that “ Jesus 
stopped and ordered that he be brought to him; and when 
he came near, Jesus asked him, ‘What do you want me to 
do for you?’ He replied, ‘Lord, please let me see. ’ Jesus 
told him, ‘Have sight; your faith has saved you. If Jesus 
did that once, could he not do it again but at a much deeper 
and more important level, the level of sin and personal 
sanctification? What we lack, though, is faith. At our 
baptism our parents present us to the Church with faith, 
and the touch of Christ in the waters of the Sacrament 
brings the new birth which dispels the darkness of sin. 
That new life must then be nourished lest darkness and the 
blindness of sin gradually engulf us once again. We must 
do what the blind man did and do it daily, asking Christ for 
mercy which is his grace, all the while following him along 


- 2374 - 



the road among his disciples in the life of the Church, 
glorifying God by our lives of obedience to his will. 

Let us be like the blind man in his recognition that 
Christ is our Saviour, and the hope, not only of our life, but 
of the life of the world. Let us make our lives a constant 
witness to others of the fact that Jesus of Nazareth is 
passing by, and that if people appeal to him for compassion 
and follow him along the road of their lives, their faith and 
their hope will be amply rewarded. As St Paul writes, this 
is the mystery now revealed, Christ in you, your hope of 
glory. 

-- 
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Tuesday of the Thirty-third Week of Ordinary Time 


Entrance Antiphon Jer 29: 11, 12, 14 The Lord said: I 
think thoughts of peace and not of affliction. You will call 
upon me, and I will answer you, and I will lead back your 
captives from every place. 

Collect Grant us, we pray, O Lord our God, the constant 
gladness of being devoted to you, for it is full and lasting 
happiness to serve with constancy the author of all that is 
good. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives 
and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 2 Maccabees 6:18-31; Psalm 3:2-7; 

Luke 19:1-10 

And entering, Jesus walked through Jericho. And 
behold, there was a man named Zacchaeus, who was the 
chief of the publicans, and he was rich. And he sought to 
see who Jesus was but he could not for the crowd because 
he was low of stature. And running ahead, he climbed up 
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into a sycamore tree that he might see him; for he was to 
pass that way. And when Jesus arrived there, he looked up 
and saw him, and said to him: Zacchaeus, make haste and 
come down; for this day I must stay in your house. And he 
made haste and came down; and received him with joy. 
And when all saw it, they murmured, saying, that he was 
going as a guest with a man that was a sinner. But 
Zacchaeus standing said to the Lord: Behold, Lord, the 
half of my goods I give to the poor; and if I have wronged 
any man of any thing, I restore him fourfold. Jesus said to 
him: This day salvation has come to this house, because he 
also is a son of Abraham. For the Son of man has come to 
seek and to save that which was lost. (Luke 19:1-10) 

Friendship with Jesus There are many ways of 
viewing human history. It can be understood as primarily 
the story of man’s search for economic security, or of his 
constant attempt to gain physical (and therefore political 
and military) dominance over others, or of his attempts to 
understand and master his environment. So it is that we 
have histories written principally from an economic, 
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political, military or scientific perspective. Alternatively, it 
can be understood as primarily the story of his search for 
the divine, a search that has taken countless forms. Many 
anthropologists and historians of culture would maintain 
that religion has been the foundation and the fabric of very 
many societies in the course of history, and most would say 
that religion has been at least an important feature of social 
and cultural life for most peoples over the ages. The grand 
exception to this has been modern Western society and 
culture and those many societies that have been influenced 
by the advance of Western culture. Turning to our Gospel 
passage today (Luke 19:1-10), we can surely see in the 
simple facts narrated much that points to larger facts 
involving the whole of humanity. Our scene portrays 
Zacchaeus, the chief (and wealthy) tax collector who had 
spent his years gaining his possessions probably through 
dubious means. He might be said to represent economic 
man, the man seeking economic security and even 
dominance. But there is another yearning struggling to be 
satisfied and that is the yearning for the divine. He wants 
to see Jesus. For one reason or another — we are told that 
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Zacchaeus was too short of stature — he could not see 
Jesus and so he takes steps to do so. He “ran ahead and 
climbed a sycamore tree in order to see Jesus, who was 
about to pass that way.” In Zacchaeus we can see 
symbolized the fallen, distracted and struggling children of 
Israel and indeed fallen man in general who, while 
immersed in sin and in neglect of God nevertheless seeks 
God, for the things of this world leave him unhappy. This 
very concrete Zacchaeus is a symbol representing fallen 
man who seeks God as he understands and imagines him. 

But the story of what Zacchaeus is attempting to do is 
not the whole picture. All the while Jesus had been 
approaching and in him God is shown to be coming to 
man. God is not just a distant figure who began the story 
of the world by his creative act and then withdrew — as the 
typical deist philosophy would have it, a philosophy which 
I suspect constitutes the unspoken assumptions of very 
many people. Nor is God simply the One who constantly 
sustains the world and man in his strivings. God is more 
than the Creator, the Sustainer and the Lord of the world. 
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He is the One who is coming to man to assist him in his 
need. Our Lord is coming to Jericho, and in his coming 
and arrival we have a picture of the action of God in 
respect to the world. In Zacchaeus we see man at work, 
and in Christ we see God at work. While on the one hand 
Zacchaeus runs ahead to see Jesus, on the other hand Jesus, 
in approaching where Zacchaeus is, looks up and greets 
Zacchaeus cheerily and with a warm smile. That started 
everything. God takes the initiative and enters the life of 
fallen man who in his heart yearns for communion with the 
living God. The God of revelation seeks out man who 
explicitly or implicitly, directly or indirectly, yearns for 
him. The image of God as it is presented in the inspired 
pages of the Old Testament supports and fills out the action 
of Jesus in his gift of friendship for Zacchaeus. God is the 
Good Shepherd seeking out his sheep. He is the Husband 
and the Bridegroom of his chosen people. He establishes a 
covenant with his people in which he offers to be with 
them and to be their God. He is, in a word, a God of love 
and compassion and is one who is rich in mercy. Our Lord 
sees at a glance the heart of Zacchaeus and finds in him the 
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desire to renounce his sins and to live in loving communion 
with God his Father. Christ’s response is to offer him 
immediately his holy and saving friendship. This new and 
undeserved friendship with Jesus is the salvation of 
Zacchaeus, and his life takes its new and holy turn. These 
simple facts of our Gospel scene constitute a powerful 
message for fallen mankind. 

Let us all recognize that however much we might 
want economic security and abundance, however much we 
might seek political and other forms of temporal success, 
our basic yearning is for God and communion with him. 
Let us then seek God. Fie is found in the Person of Jesus 
Christ and in him God has come seeking our friendship. 
Let us then resolve to cast off the sin that holds us back and 
accept the gift of divine friendship that in his own Person 
Christ offers us. 
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Wednesday of the Thirty-third Week of Ordinary Time 


Entrance Antiphon Jer 29: 11, 12, 14 The Lord said: I 
think thoughts of peace and not of affliction. You will call 
upon me, and I will answer you, and I will lead back your 
captives from every place. 

Collect Grant us, we pray, O Lord our God, the constant 
gladness of being devoted to you, for it is full and lasting 
happiness to serve with constancy the author of all that is 
good. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives 
and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 2 Maccabees 7:1, 20-31; Psalm 17:lbcd, 
5-6, 8b and 15; Luke 19:11-28 

As they were hearing these things, Jesus continued 
with a parable because he was near to Jerusalem, and 
because they thought that the kingdom of God would 
immediately be manifested. So he said, “A certain 
nobleman went into a far country, to receive for himself a 
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kingdom, and to return. And calling his ten servants, he 
gave them ten pounds, and said to them: Trade till I come. 
But his citizens hated him and they sent an embassy after 
him saying, “We will not have this man to reign over us. ” 
And it came to pass that he returned, having received the 
kingdom. He commanded his servants to whom he had 
given the money to be summoned in order that he might 
know how much each had gained by trading. And the first 
came, saying: “Lord, your pounds have gained ten pounds 
more. ” And he said to him: “Well done, good servant, 
because you have been faithful in a little, you will have 
power over ten cities. ” And the second came saying, 
“Lord, your pound has gained five pounds. ” And he said to 
him, “you have charge also over five cities. ” And another 
came, saying “Lord, here is your pound which I have kept 
laid up in a napkin, because I feared your being an austere 
man. You take up what you did not lay down, and you reap 
what you did not sow. ” He said to him, “Out of your own 
mouth I judge you, you wicked servant. You knew that I 
was an austere man, taking up what I laid not down, and 
reaping that which I did not sow: And why then did you not 
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put my money into the bank, that at my coming, I might 
have withdrawn it with interest? ” And he said to them that 
stood by, “Take the pound away from him, and give it to 
him who has ten pounds. ’’And they said to him, “Lord, he 
has ten pounds. ” “ I say to you, that to every one who has 
will be given, and he will have more than enough. From 
him that has not, even that which he has, will be taken from 
him. But as for those my enemies who would not have me 
reign over them, bring them here, and execute them in my 
presence. And having said these things he went on ahead, 
going up to Jerusalem. (Luke 19:11-28) 

True wealth Once again our Gospel passage places 
the Kingdom of God at the centre of the scene and Christ’s 
journey to Jerusalem as being critical to the advent of this 
Kingdom. We read that “while people were listening to 
Jesus speak, he proceeded to tell a parable because he was 
near Jerusalem and they thought that the Kingdom of God 
would appear there immediately .” He was near Jerusalem 
and they had sensed that his arrival at Jerusalem would be 
a decisive step in the coming of the Kingdom. Indeed, they 
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thought that “the Kingdom of God would appear there 
immediately .” Our Lord’s words that follow indicate that 
the “nobleman” who was going “off to a distant country” 
— to his heavenly Father — would indeed return with the 
kingship. But our Lord prefers to warn his listeners of the 
reckoning that he would then conduct as King. It is one 
that affects two groups of people in the parable. There are 
the nobleman’s “citizens” and there are his “servants”, to 
ten of whom he gives certain responsibilities. When he 
returned with the kingship, his “citizens” — the wider 
group of people who hated him and who did not want him 
to be their king —were condemned. This feature of the 
parable reminds us that in the last analysis the pivotal issue 
for all humanity will be their response, implicit or explicit, 
direct or indirect, to the Person of Jesus. We have in this 
parable, as in so many others, the key to salvation. It lies 
in the acceptance in faith of the Person of Jesus, even if 
this acceptance is but implicit. Those who deliberately, 
knowingly, and with full awareness “do not want this man 
to be our king ” will receive the sentence described at the 
end of the parable: “as for those enemies of mine who did 
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not want me as their king, bring them here and slay them 
before me ” (Luke 19:11-28). They will be condemned. 

But most of the details of the parable describe not 
those “citizens” who did not want the “nobleman” to be 
king, but his “ten servants” who were entrusted with 
special responsibilities and powers before his departure. 
This is the first of the two groups introduced and the first 
of the groups to be judged. He “gave them ten pounds and 
told them, ‘Engage in trade with these until I return ’.” So 
each received a pound — a different detail from a very 
similar parable elsewhere in the Gospel, where one servant 
received ten talents, another five and another one. But the 
point is the same. Those servants who used the resources, 
the powers and the opportunities they had been given to 
serve the interests of the master were abundantly rewarded. 
What might be called the climax comes when the third 
servant steps forward. “‘ Sir, here is your pound; I kept it 
stored away in a napkin, for I was afraid of you, because 
you are a demanding man; you take up what you did not 
lay down and you harvest what you did not plant. ’ He said 
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to him, ‘With your own words I shall condemn you, you 
wicked servant. You knew I was a demanding man, taking 
up what I did not lay down and harvesting what I did not 
plant; why did you not put my money in a bank? Then on 
my return I would have collected it with interest. ’ And to 
those standing by he said, ‘Take the pound from him and 
give it to the servant who has ten.’” It is to be noted that in 
this parable the wicked servant was not slain as were those 
who rejected the nobleman as king, but he was left entirely 
bereft. He was deprived of everything for failing to serve 
his master assiduously, actively and enterprisingly. His sin 
was a great sin of omission. He omitted to do what was 
expected of him because he had been explicitly 
commanded to “ Engage in trade with these until I return .” 
It reminds us that the life of the Christian is to be a life of 
active service of Jesus Christ and the daily advancement of 
his interests. 

Let us bear in mind day after day that our response to 
the Person of Jesus Christ will determine our eternal 
prospects. Our Gospel parable today reminds us that this 
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applies to those who are to be counted among his 
“servants” too. A servant of Jesus Christ who omits to use 
his talents, his time and his resources to bear witness to 
Jesus and to gain for him the hearts of others will be judged 
severely for this omission. Let us then fill up our lives 
with generating true riches in the sight of God, for as our 
Lord warns, “to everyone who has, more will be given, but 
from the one who has not, even what he has will be taken 
away” 

-- 
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Thursday of the Thirty-third Week of Ordinary Time 


Entrance Antiphon Jer 29: 11, 12, 14 The Lord said: I 
think thoughts of peace and not of affliction. You will call 
upon me, and I will answer you, and I will lead back your 
captives from every place. 

Collect Grant us, we pray, O Lord our God, the constant 
gladness of being devoted to you, for it is full and lasting 
happiness to serve with constancy the author of all that is 
good. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives 
and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 1 Maccabees 2:15-29; Psalm 50: lb-2, 

5-6, 14-15; Luke 19:41-44 

And when he drew near, seeing the city, he wept over 
it, saying: If on this your day you had only known the 
things that make for your peace. But now they are hidden 
from your eyes. For the days will come upon you, and your 
enemies will cast a trench about you and compass you 
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round, and press in on you from every side. They will beat 
you flat to the ground, and your children who are inside 
you. They will not leave within you a stone upon a stone 
because you have not known the time of your visitation. 
(Luke 19:41-44) 

Christ weeps One of the distinctive features of 
revealed religion is its image of the one and only God 
being very much involved in human history. By contrast, 
one notices very different images of God, or the gods, or 
the Absolute — whatever be the term or image of the 
divine — featuring in pagan human culture and thought. 
Very commonly, the chief or high god withdraws from 
sight and further contact after the initial process of 
creation. There is a heavenly world peopled by active 
lesser gods but their involvement in the world is not great. 
But the one God of revelation, while being utterly 
transcendent, is very historical. In the Old Testament God 
intervenes to call special persons and entrust them with a 
mission. He gathers a select people and enters into a 
covenant with them. He promises protection and salvation 
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if they accept him as their God and are faithful to his 
covenant. He withdraws his support if they fail to 
recognize his sovereignty. He allows disaster to come if 
they deliberately persist in their sins. Indeed, the pattern is 
present at the very dawn of human history with God 
warning Adam and Eve of the death that will come from 
disobedience, and yet holding out hope in the midst of the 
tragedy which sin brings with it. Nathan prophesied 
disasters to David because of his sin. Isaiah, Jeremiah, 
Ezechiel, Amos and the other prophets did the same, while 
pointing to a hope-filled future beyond the coming 
chastisement. God is present and active in the course of 
human history. So too in our Gospel passage today. Our 
Lord, in the tradition of the prophets, solemnly and sadly 
predicts disaster on the holy city for refusing God at the 
time of his visitation. He weeps for the coming disasters. 
As Jesus drew near Jerusalem, he saw the city and wept 
over it, saying, “// this day you only knew what makes for 
peace — but now it is hidden from your eyes. For the days 
are coming upon you when your enemies will raise a 
palisade against you; they will encircle you and hem you in 


- 2391 - 



on all sides. They will smash you to the ground and your 
children within you, and they will not leave one stone upon 
another within you because you did not recognize the time 
of your visitation'’' 1 (Luke 19:41-44). 

Christ weeps over the coming disaster for the city. 
Our Lord said to his disciples that he who sees him sees the 
Father, so the Father weeps too over the coming disaster. 
It is something that wrenches his heart at its very depths. 
But man is free and can refuse him and bring down on his 
own head the disaster that this involves, and to which all of 
human history from its very beginning bears testimony. 
Sin is the disaster constantly recurring in the history of the 
world, and this sin is the refusal by man of God’s will and 
invitations. It makes God weep for love of his children 
who choose to go that way. “ What more could I have done 
for you that I have not done?” the prophet asks on God’s 
behalf. This beautiful world with man — beautiful man! 
— appointed by God to be its lord is inveterately marred 
and repeatedly ruined by human choice refusing the good. 
So man in his hopelessness and frustration weeps at the 
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sight, all the while failing to see the root cause. That cause 
is sin, deliberately chosen sin, and sin is the deliberate 
refusal to accept and choose the good as expressed in the 
will and plan of God. All of this is shown in our Gospel 
scene of today in which our Lord gazes at the holy city and 
weeps because of its failure to accept and recognize him as 
the One who has been sent. It is a warning to us, just as the 
past catastrophes that had visited the children of Israel 
should have been a warning to them. Christ is the salvation 
of man, and if we accept him in our hearts and follow his 
way, all will be well. So then, each Christian must start 
with himself or herself and become by means of this 
choice, lived out in everyday life in the world, a beacon to 
others. Let not Christ have to weep over me, each of us 
ought say. He is gazing on me with love. He died for me. 
He rose for me and he lives now, interceding for me at the 
right hand of the Father. He is present and active in his 
Church, the Church he founded on Peter, and from within 
that boat he teaches the crowds still and pours out on those 
who seek it the grace of the Holy Spirit. Let us then not 
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make him weep. As St Paul writes in one of his Letters, let 
us not make the Holy Spirit sad by our unrepented sins. 

During Christ’s public ministry the Father said, this is 
my beloved Son in whom I am well pleased. Let us so live 
as to earn a similar judgment. We ought aim every day to 
please our heavenly Father. This we shall do if we live in 
his Son by grace, by faith and by our good works. So then, 
now I begin! 

-- 
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Friday of the Thirty-third Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Jer 29: 11, 12, 14 The Lord said: I 
think thoughts of peace and not of affliction. You will call 
upon me, and I will answer you, and I will lead back your 
captives from every place. 

Collect Grant us, we pray, O Lord our God, the constant 
gladness of being devoted to you, for it is full and lasting 
happiness to serve with constancy the author of all that is 
good. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives 
and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 1 Maccabees 4:36-37, 52-59; 

1 Chronicles 29:10-12; Luke 19:45-48 

Jesus entered the temple area and proceeded to drive 
out those who were selling things, saying to them, “It is 
written, My house shall be a house of prayer, but you have 
made it a den of thieves. ” And every day he was teaching 
in the temple area. The chief priests, the scribes, and the 
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leaders of the people, meanwhile, were seeking to put him 
to death, but they could find no way to accomplish their 
purpose because all the people were hanging on his words. 
(Luke 19:45-48) 

The Person of Jesus As our Lord often pointed 
out, the prophets were routinely persecuted. This 
opposition they encountered was due to their proclaiming 
the word of God and the repentance that this required. 
Elijah stood inflexibly for Yahweh against the widespread 
worship of Baal, and the upshot of his famous 
confrontation with the prophets of Baal was his execution 
of them. This stand for the God of Israel brought swift 
persecution and the threat of imminent death. Jeremiah 
encountered tremendous opposition because he predicted 
that disaster was coming to Jerusalem unless the king and 
city surrendered. This military subjection was being 
visited upon the chosen people because of their sins, and 
Jeremiah proclaimed that they must submit to what God 
had determined and surrender to the enemy. This message 
brought great persecution on Jeremiah. A similar pattern is 
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to be seen in the prophetic career of Micah. John the 
Baptist reproved Herod for his marriage and ultimately it 
meant death for him. The case is somewhat different with 
our Lord in an important respect. Our Lord condemned the 
practices of the scribes and the Pharisees, but the principal 
source of opposition to him lay in his claims about himself 
and his own authority. The truth that our Lord was 
increasingly proclaiming was the truth about himself and 
the saving blessings he would grant to those who believed 
in him. He himself was the way to the Father, and the only 
way. Our Gospel today gives us a specimen of this pattern. 
We read that “ Jesus entered the temple area and proceeded 
to drive out those who were selling things, saying to them, 
“It is written, My house shall be a house of prayer, but you 
have made it a den of thieves. ” And every day he was 
teaching in the temple area ” (Luke 19:45-48). He was 
assuming lordship of the Temple and in John’s account of 
this event he claimed that the one God of the Temple was 
his own Father. The leaders could see that acceptance of 
his teaching meant acceptance of the supremacy of his 
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Person and of his authority, and this they would not 
tolerate. 

At our Lord’s trial before the Sanhedrin, our Lord was 
asked if he was the Christ the Son of God. He replied that 
indeed he was and that they would see him coming seated 
at the right hand of God. He was sentenced to death for 
this claim, which was a claim as to his own Person. When 
the leaders brought our Lord before Pilate, the charge was 
that he was claiming to be a king. It concerned his claims 
about his own Person. When pressed by Pilate, they stated 
that he claimed to be the Son of God. At the heart of their 
rejection of Christ’s teaching was their rejection of his 
claims as to his very Person. All of this means that the 
Person of Jesus is the centre of the Christian religion. He 
is the One whom we look to in the way no one would look 
to Moses or any of the prophets. They bore splendid and 
holy witness to God and his word, but Jesus bore witness to 
the truth about himself, and in and through himself to the 
truth about the Father. Indeed, the Father bore witness to 
him too, both at his Baptism by John in the river Jordan, 
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and at his Transfiguration on the mount towards the end of 
his public ministry. Christ spoke of the coming of the Holy 
Spirit, and said that he too would bear witness to him and 
remind his disciples of all that he had told them. He would 
lead them to the complete truth. The Christian approaches 
the Person of Christ not simply as one would approach a 
great, indeed the greatest prophet. Islam makes this claim 
about Mahomet (which, of course, the Christian in no way 
accepts) that he, Mahomet, is the greatest of the prophets. 
No. In respect to Jesus Christ, the Christian accepts totally 
his claim to be not only man as we are, but the very Son of 
God, the same in nature as the Father and therefore equal to 
him in his Person. His Person is divine, and this divine 
Person has taken to himself a human nature so that the man 
Jesus is incomparably the supreme Fact of the visible 
universe. To know and be in union with him is the greatest 
of heavenly and earthly blessings. Eternal life consists in 
it. 


As we think of Jesus cleansing the Temple and 
teaching the word to the people hanging on his words, let 
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us think of the grandeur of his very Person. He is man, of 
course, but in the first instance he is God. His Person is 
divine, and this divine Person took to himself a human 
nature while retaining his own divine nature. He is our 
Lord, our God and our Redeemer. Let us therefore entrust 
ourselves to him and live according to his word. 

-- 
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Saturday of the Thirty-third Week of Ordinary Time 


Entrance Antiphon Jer 29: 11, 12, 14 The Lord said: I 
think thoughts of peace and not of affliction. You will call 
upon me, and I will answer you, and I will lead back your 
captives from every place. 

Collect Grant us, we pray, O Lord our God, the constant 
gladness of being devoted to you, for it is full and lasting 
happiness to serve with constancy the author of all that is 
good. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives 
and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 1 Maccabees 6:1-13; Psalm 9:2-3, 4 and 
6, 16 and 19; Luke 20:27-40 

Some Sadducees, those who deny that there is a 
resurrection, came forward and put this question to Jesus, 
saying, “Teacher, Moses wrote for us, If someone’s 
brother dies leaving a wife but no child, his brother must 
take the wife and raise up descendants for his brother. 


- 2401 - 



Now there were seven brothers; the first married a woman 
but died childless. Then the second and the third married 
her, and likewise all the seven died childless. Finally the 
woman also died. Now at the resurrection whose wife will 
that woman be? For all seven had been married to her. ” 
Jesus said to them, “The children of this age marry and 
remarry; but those who are deemed worthy to attain to the 
coming age and to the resurrection of the dead neither 
marry nor are given in marriage. They can no longer die, 
for they are like angels; and they are the children of God 
because they are the ones who will rise. That the dead will 
rise even Moses made known in the passage about the 
bush, when he called ‘Lord’ the God of Abraham, the God 
of Isaac, and the God of Jacob; and he is not God of the 
dead, but of the living, for to him all are alive. ” Some of 
the scribes said in reply, “Teacher, you have answered 
well. ” And they no longer dared to ask him anything. 
(Luke 20:27-40) 

Resurrection I once helped someone to walk who 
had fractured her hip, and a person who was a nurse joined 
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us. She told the person I was assisting that the technique in 
walking with that injury is to lift the good leg first when 
going up stairs and to move the bad leg first when going 
down stairs. That is to say, she continued, “the good leg 
first when going up to heaven and the bad leg first when 
going down to Heir. It was a gimmick to aid the sufferer 
to remember which leg to us e first in going up and in going 
down stairs. Then later, when visiting a Rehabilitation 
Centre elsewhere in Sydney for those who had fractured 
hips and other parts of the body, I happened to be 
accompanying a person who was recovering there and the 
physiotherapists explained the same thing (with a genial 
smile!). “ When going up (to heaven) use the good leg first. 
When going down (to hell) use the bad leg first.” I then 
realized that this little phrase in which going “up to 
heaven” and “down to hell” are used to aid the memory of 
people who are rehabilitating was widely used among 
physiotherapists. That in turn reminded me of how 
elements of Christian doctrine are embedded in much of 
popular culture. Everyone knows of heaven ("up" there) 
and hell ("down" there), even if they do not organize their 
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lives in accord with these awesome doctrines. The 
therapists use it in this instance as a memory aid for those 
walking with a fractured hip. I mention this in passing to 
illustrate how accustomed we have become to these 
elements of Christian teaching, which is to say to Christ’s 
teaching. At least at a notional level (even if we do not 
have much realization of the matter) we accept the fact of 
an Afterlife and the fact of heaven and hell, and therefore 
of a resurrection. Now, the surprising thing is that there 
are many religions in which this is a very shadowy issue 
and far from clear. I would say that the greatest source for 
whatever popular acceptance there is in the world of the 
doctrines of heaven and hell, and in particular of the 
resurrection of the dead is the Person of Jesus Christ as 
expressed in Catholic teaching. 

Christ revealed to man with the greatest clarity the 
doctrine of the resurrection of the dead. In our Gospel 
passage today (Luke 20:27-40) our Lord is approached by 
a party within the Judaism of the time, the Sadducees, with 
an objection. We are told by St Luke that they denied that 
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there is a resurrection. Such a doctrine is, they would have 
thought, merely mythical and a product of imaginary hopes 
that take the religious person away from facing the realities 
of life. It is not Scriptural - that is, it is not found in the 
Torah. So they approach our Lord with a practical puzzle 
that illustrated the absurdity of expecting a future 
resurrection. It was the supposedly absurd and 
embarrassing situation in heaven where a wife is 
confronted with her seven earthly husbands. Who will she 
count as her husband there? Who will she live with as her 
spouse? Our Lord dismissed the objection by pointing out 
that in heaven people do not live as husband and wife. 
“They can no longer die, for they are like angels; and they 
are the children of God because they are the ones who will 
rise.'” In passing, such a statement by Christ implies certain 
things not only about heaven of course, but also about 
marriage. But more than anything it is a resounding 
affirmation about the reality of life with God after death. 
The Christian believes in the resurrection from the dead. 
Our Lord adds ominously to the Sadducees that the 
resurrection is only for those who are deemed worthy to 
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attain to the coming age. That is to say, after death comes 
the judgment, and our Lord does not let his listeners forget 
this. All will depend on the judgment of God. Following 
this judgment, those deemed worthy to attain the coming 
age and the resurrection of the dead will pass to life 
everlasting. For those not judged worthy to attain it, there 
will be everlasting death. The Sadducees were very much 
mistaken in their denial of the resurrection. They did not 
appreciate the unlimited power of God, nor did they know 
the Scriptures — and our Lord proceeds to quote the words 
of Yahweh God implying the fact of the resurrection. 

Let us think often and much of the doctrine of the 
resurrection from the dead. More than anything let us so 
live as to be judged worthy of it. We shall be worthy of it 
if we take our stand with Christ and live according to his 
way and in a manner pleasing to him. He is the way, the 
truth and the life, and he will come again to judge the 
living and the dead. Of his kingdom there will be no end. 
Let our whole life be lived in the light of these great facts. 

-- 
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Christ the King (Thirty-fourth Sunday Ordinary Time) 


Entrance Antiphon Rev 5: 12; 1: 6 How worthy is the 
Lamb who was slain, to receive power and divinity, and 
wisdom and strength and honour. To him belong glory and 
power for ever and ever. 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, whose will is to 
restore all things in your beloved Son, the King of the 
universe, grant, we pray, that the whole creation, set free 
from slavery, may render your majesty service and 
ceaselessly proclaim your praise. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 2 Samuel 5:1-3; Psalm 122:1-5; 

Colossians 1:12-20; Luke 23:35-43 

And the people stood watching and the rulers with 
them derided him, saying: He saved others; let him save 
himself, if he is Christ, the chosen one of God. And the 
soldiers also mocked him and approached him offering him 
vinegar, saying: If you are the king of the Jews, save 
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yourself. There was also an inscription above him written 
in Greek, and Latin, and Hebrew: THIS IS THE KING OF 
THE JEWS. And one of those robbers who were hanging 
there as well insulted him, saying: If you are the Christ, 
save yourself and us. But the other rebuked him, saying: 
Do you not fear God, seeing you are under the same 
condemnation? And we are justly sentenced, for we receive 
the due reward of our deeds; but this man has done no evil. 
And he said to Jesus: Lord, remember me when you come 
into your kingdom. And Jesus said to him: Amen I say to 
you, this day you will be with me in paradise. (Luke 
23:35-43) 

Teacher and Lord If one had to classify the 
various founders of the great religions, I suppose most 
would place them in the class of teachers. They taught a 
great doctrine and this doctrine gained adherents. 
Zoroaster taught his doctrine, as did Buddha, Confucius 
and Mahomet. Most would probably say the same of Jesus 
Christ. He was a great religious teacher. Those who 
accept the historicity of the Gospels would add that he was 
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a great miracle worker which, in their minds, would mark 
him off from the other great founders of religions. 
Mahomet did not work miracles, nor did Buddha, but 
Christ worked spectacular miracles. In view of his exalted 
religious teaching and the accompanying miracles, and 
speaking more within the context of the Old Testament, 
one would speak of him as a prophet rather than simply as 
a teacher. He was a great prophet, indeed he was the 
greatest and the One who brought the fullness of divine 
revelation to man. He was described as a prophet by very 
many of his contemporaries, although this title was denied 
him by his enemies because of the newness of his doctrine. 
Although a Christian would deny the legitimacy of their 
doing so, some followers of other religions have used the 
same term prophet to designate the founders of their 
religions. A Muslim refers to Mahomet as the Prophet, and 
I could imagine a Zoroastrian perhaps referring to the 
founder of his religion as a prophet. The Christian firmly 
restricts the term prophet and allows it to be used only of 
those prophets authenticated as such in the revealed 
religion recorded in the Old and New Testaments. Christ is 
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the greatest Prophet of God. But Christ is more than the 
Prophet who taught man God’s full and final revelation. 
He is not only mankind’s supreme religious teacher. He is 
also a lord with authority to rule. He is, indeed, the Lord 
of lords and the King of kings to whom all authority in 
heaven and on earth has been given. Islam chooses to 
apply the term prophet to Mahomet, but it does not 
designate him as their king and lord. But the Christian 
religion proclaims Christ to be the Lord and King, the ruler 
of heaven and earth, the One seated at the right hand of the 
Father. He is, as we commonly express it, our Lord, our 
risen and living Lord, Lord of the kings of the earth, Lord 
of the ages both now and forever. 

That is to say, one of the distinctive features of the 
Christian religion is that Christ is not regarded simply as 
the supreme Teacher or Prophet, but as the object of one’s 
love, adoration and service. Buddha is not served as a 
living, unseen king. Nor is Mahomet. The Christian, 
however, serves and acknowledges Christ as King. He is 
the king and the lord of our heart and our life, and the 
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object of our service all our days and in all situations. The 
Emperor is not God. But Christ is. Christ is God and 
therefore he is the unseen Ruler of the kings of the earth. 
Of course, the Christian does not think of the lordship of 
Christ in secular and temporal terms. Christ is not a king 
as this world understands the term: a military, political or 
economic king. When Pilate asked Christ if he were a 
king, Jesus said, it is you who call me that. He then 
continued, Yes, I am a king , but my kingship is not of this 
world. If it were, temporal and military means would be 
employed by my followers to prevent me from falling into 
the hands of my enemies and to enforce my rule. Christ’s 
power and influence come from bearing witness to the 
truth of God. “For this was I bom,” he told Pilate, “to bear 
witness to the truth, and those who are of the truth listen to 
my voice” He is the king and the lord of the world, but his 
dominion is extended by the recognition by all that he is 
the Way, the Truth and the Life. Furthermore, his reign 
was inaugurated not by force and a victory as this world 
understands it, but by the Cross. The Son of Man had to 
suffer, he repeatedly told his disciples, in order to enter into 
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his glory. It was by his obedient death on behalf of sinful 
man that he entered into and took possession of his 
kingdom. As we heard in the Gospel (Luke 23:35-43), 
while Christ hung upon the cross the criminal who had 
defended him against the abuse of the other criminal said to 
him, "Jesus, remember me when you come into your 
kingdom ." Jesus turned to him and said, "I tell you, this day 
you will be with me in Paradise." On the cross he was 
entering his kingdom. Of this kingdom there is no end. Its 
entry is by way of the Cross. On one occasion the mother 
of the sons of Zebedee came to him with her two sons and 
asked him a favour. It was that her two sons be at his right 
and his left in his kingdom. He said, Can you drink the cup 
I am to drink? 

Christ is our prophet, our high priest and victim, and 
he is also our Lord. He is the King of kings and Lord of 
lords and the Christian serves him daily and every moment 
of every day in everything he does. His ambition is to 
serve him and give to him all glory. The living Jesus is the 
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centre and object of all human activity and in this lies the 
salvation of man and the world. 
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Monday of the Thirty-fourth Week of Ordinary Time 


Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 85 (84): 9 The Lord speaks 
of peace to his people and his holy ones and to those who 
turn to him. 

Collect Stir up the will of your faithful, we pray, O Lord, 
that, striving more eagerly to bring your divine work to 
fruitful completion, they may receive in greater measure 
the healing remedies your kindness bestows. Through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Daniel 1:1-6, 8-20; Daniel 3:52-56; 

Luke 21:1-4 

Looking on, Jesus saw the rich people putting their 
gifts into the treasury. And he saw also a certain poor 
widow casting in two brass mites. And he said: "Truly I 
say to you, this poor widow has put in more than them all, 
for they all put into the treasury from what they did not 
need. But she put in all she had to live on." (Luke 21:1-4) 
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The poor widow One of the great criticisms 
(among many) of Marxist communism is that for all its 
purported effort to provide for the masses (by engineering 
a classless society of the proletariat) the individual 
proletarian is forgotten, and indeed is regarded as 
expendable for the sake of the Great Goal. So we had 
millions of unknown nobodies swept away by one means 
or another in Stalinist Russia. One biography of Mao Tse 
Tung observed that he considered that there were so many 
in China that individuals were, as we say, neither here nor 
there. We see an instance of this in the Chinese communist 
treatment of Tibet. Now, it is a hallmark of the Christian 
religion, as solemnly stipulated by its divine Founder, that 
the least individual in need is of immense importance in 
the sight of God. The divine Judgment will pivot around 
this. Time and again in the Gospels we see our Lord 
referring to the Judgment of God. This Judgment at the 
end of time is described in Matthew chapter 25, and there 
we see how important will the individual be in the sight of 
God. All the nations will be assembled for this final 
Judgment, and those on the right and on the left will hear 
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Christ say that whatever they did to the least of his 
brothers they did to him. That is to say, God identifies 
with the least individual, and Christ regards him as his dear 
brother. So the individual is of singular importance in the 
sight of God. Another side to this is the importance God 
attaches to the work of the individual. Our Gospel scene 
today brings this out in the beautiful scene of the widow in 
the Temple. We read that “ when Jesus looked up he saw 
some wealthy people putting their offerings into the 
treasury and he noticed a poor widow putting in two small 
coins. He said, 7 tell you truly, this poor widow put in 
more than all the rest; for those others have all made 
offerings from their surplus wealth, but she, from her 
poverty, has offered her whole livelihood (Luke 21:1-4). 

The temptation facing the so-called nobody in society 
is that he or she might think that his puny and seemingly 
insignificant work in life is of no value. But the teaching 
of our Gospel today is that it can be of great value, more 
value than that of persons in much more prominent 
positions and having at their command many more 
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resources and talents. It all hinges on what we are doing, 
why we are doing it, and how we are doing it. Every 
human being is called to be good. This call is heard in the 
depths of his conscience, and that call of the conscience is 
an echo of the call of the Creator. He is called to be very 
good. Every member of Christ’s faithful is called to be 
holy. St Paul writes in one of his Letters that from before 
the world began, God chose us in Christ to be holy and full 
of love in his sight. How is this vocation to goodness and 
holiness of life to be lived out and attained? To a large 
extent, it is lived out and attained through our daily work 
and duties. The Church teaches that holiness consists in 
the loving fulfilment of our duties of state. That is to say, 
it is achieved very much through the sanctification of our 
work in life, whatever it is that God has entrusted us to do. 
If our duties and work are those of a father and husband, or 
wife and mother, or whatever else it may be, then sanctity 
and goodness will be achieved through the dedicated and 
loving fulfilment of that daily work. If our work of service 
in life is modest in scope and limited in apparent influence, 
and if our talents and resources are also limited, that does 
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not matter. What matters is that we do as well as we can 
and for God that work of service that God has placed 
before us in his providence. We are called to give to him 
in our daily work that which the widow gave, which is all 
we have to live on. God wants us to love him with all our 
heart, and this love is to be expressed in fulfilling his will. 
That will is largely made clear to us in the work of service 
we are called each day to do. We ought do it in such a way 
that God will be honoured, glorified and pleased. 

In our Gospel today our Lord holds up for our 
emulation the example of the poor widow. She was a 
nobody in the Temple. We might feel that we are nobodies 
too. But just as she was most pleasing to God, far more 
pleasing than those rich persons who put in much more 
than she, so too we can be most pleasing to God by giving 
to him our all, especially in the loving and obedient 
fulfilment of our daily work in life, and all for him. We 
must sanctify our work, and in doing this we ourselves 
shall be sanctified, as will others. 

-- 
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Tuesday of the Thirty-fourth Week of Ordinary Time 


Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 85 (84): 9 The Lord speaks 
of peace to his people and his holy ones and to those who 
turn to him. 

Collect Stir up the will of your faithful, we pray, O Lord, 
that, striving more eagerly to bring your divine work to 
fruitful completion, they may receive in greater measure 
the healing remedies your kindness bestows. Through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Daniel 2:31-45; Daniel 3:57-61; 

Luke 21:5-11 

With some people saying of the temple that it was 
adorned with valuable stones and gifts, Jesus said “These 
things which you see, the days will come in which there 
will not be left a stone upon a stone that will not be thrown 
down. ” They asked him, “Master, when will these things 
happen, and what will be the sign when they will begin to 
take place? ” He replied, “Take heed lest you be seduced; 
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for many will come in my name, saying, I am he; and the 
time is at hand. Do not go after them. And when you hear 
of wars and seditions, do not be terrified. These things 
must first come to pass but the end is not so soon. ” Then he 
said to them, “Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom 
against kingdom. And there will be great earthquakes in 
divers places, and plagues and famines and terrors from 
the heavens, and there will be great signs.” (Luke 21:5-11) 

What truly lasts We must be enthusiastic about 
our work — provided it is work that we should be doing 
and that is pleasing to God. We ought have goals in life 
and projects to which we dedicate ourselves. Society is a 
sea of human activity in which work of all kinds is being 
done and goals are being sought. Everywhere we see the 
results of this human work, in businesses, government, the 
arts and enterprises of all kinds. One danger is that, being 
creatures of sense (i.e., who gain their knowledge in the 
first instance from the senses) we can think that our hopes 
and achievements are to be found in this life alone. What 
matters, we can unconsciously assume, is what we see, 
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hear, touch, taste and smell — concrete and tangible things 
all. We can assume that those tangible things are the true 
realities, the things that matter. In our Gospel passage 
today we are reminded that the things of this world are 
very vulnerable and transient. They will eventually pass 
away, and can do so very easily and suddenly. Hence our 
hopes have to be larger than what this world and this life 
can offer. We read that “while some people were speaking 
about how the temple was adorned with costly stones and 
votive offerings, Jesus said, ‘All that you see here - the 
days will come when there will not be left a stone upon 
another stone that will not be thrown down Our Lord is, 
of course, speaking of the Temple and its eventual 
destruction which occurred several decades later. But his 
words remind us of the transience of this life and all it 
contains. We have no lasting city here, and so in our work 
we ought have in mind that which will last forever which is 
God and his holy will. Our work — be it our daily work in 
business, in government, in teaching, in whatever 
profession, as well as our work within the family circle or 
wherever — ought be done for God and his glory. In that 
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way, the good but necessarily vulnerable projects to which 
we must dedicate ourselves will have an eternal 
significance, because they are done in and for God. 

The same point about the transience of things 
temporal applies to those many things which are 
profoundly threatening that arise in the course of an 
individual’s life or in the life of a nation. Indeed, they may 
be already causing great harm. It could be the rise of a 
very bad government that is inimical to religion and moral 
life, a government that may hold the reins of power for 
year after year with little that the more perceptive citizens 
of the country can do to throw that government out. A 
ruthless persecution may be launched against considerable 
portions of the citizenry. Alternatively, it may be war that 
visits the people or some other catastrophe. Well, there is 
an old saying that the sun will rise tomorrow. That is to 
say, because a real tragedy has struck, it is not (necessarily) 
the end of the world. Our Lord’s words remind us that 
these sad and destructive features of our world are also 
transient. He says, “When you hear of wars and 
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insurrections, do not be terrified; for such things must 
happen first, but it will not immediately be the end. ” Then 
he said to them, “Nation will rise against nation, and 
kingdom against kingdom. There will be powerful 
earthquakes, famines, and plagues from place to place; 
and awesome sights and mighty signs will come from the 
sky ” (Luke 21:5-11). There is something far greater that 
we can place our hopes in and that will give us serenity in 
the midst of the many misfortunes and threats which a very 
transient and unstable world may bring, and that is the 
Person of Christ. Jesus is our hope. As St Paul writes in 
one of his Letters, This is the mystery now revealed, Christ 
in you, your hope of glory. Christ is within us. He is 
among us. He is Emmanuel, God with us. He is our hope 
of glory despite what may come and perhaps has come. As 
St Paul writes, neither life nor death, nothing at all, can 
come between us and the love of God that has been made 
visible in Christ Jesus. 

In this world we are radically exposed to both the 
good and the bad things that come our way, which includes 
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the good and the bad that are within our very persons. 
Good and bad is found within us and around us. But we 
must remember that whether it is good or bad, there is a far 
greater and enduring Reality that is wholly loving, kind, 
good and holy. That marvellous Reality is the Person of 
Christ. On him do we pin our ultimate hopes. Him do we 
love in all the things we have a duty to love in this world. 
Let us then cast our lot with him and look on his glory as 
our greatest project and as our truest stay. 

-- 
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Wednesday of the Thirty-fourth Week Ordinary Time 


Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 85 (84): 9 The Lord speaks 
of peace to his people and his holy ones and to those who 
turn to him. 

Collect Stir up the will of your faithful, we pray, O Lord, 
that, striving more eagerly to bring your divine work to 
fruitful completion, they may receive in greater measure 
the healing remedies your kindness bestows. Through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Daniel 5:1-6, 13-14, 16-17, 23-28; 

Daniel 3:62-67; Luke 21:12-19 

Jesus said to the crowd: “They will seize and 
persecute you, they will hand you over to the synagogues 
and to prisons, and they will have you led before kings and 
governors because of my name. It will lead to your giving 
testimony. Remember, you are not to prepare your defence 
beforehand, for I myself shall give you a wisdom in 
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speaking that all your adversaries will be powerless to 
resist or refute. You will even be handed over by parents, 
brothers, relatives, and friends, and they will put some of 
you to death. You will be hated by all because of my name, 
but not a hair on your head will be destroyed. By your 
perseverance you will secure your lives.” (Luke 21:12-19) 

Bearing witness One of the very interesting 
currents of thought in modem philosophy and literature is 
that which asserts the ultimate meaninglessness of life and 
the world. Such a proposition is viewed by some as 
courageous and very real: which is to say that it faces 
reality as it is, and does so with courage. This general 
understanding of things — that life in general is without 
ultimate meaning — can be the cumulative effect of 
viewing various individual issues as lacking in meaning. 
For instance, a great number of people would see no 
meaning in the final years of helpless suffering of the 
elderly, nor in the life of a helplessly retarded child as he or 
she faces years of dependency on hard-pressed parents. 
What is the meaning of it all? What is its value and 


- 2426 - 



purpose? What can be made of such a life? Well, without 
embarking on a critique of a philosophy of general 
meaninglessness, let us take a different case of seeming 
futility. A Christian of great promise, with many natural 
gifts and a promising social position in the country of his 
birth, is jailed precisely for being a Christian and for living 
according to the tenets of his faith. As a matter of fact, 
there are at this moment of writing many Catholic priests 
and some Catholic bishops in China languishing in jail for 
living their Catholic faith. Over the past century countless 
numbers have been in the same situation. They spend an 
enormous slice of their lives incarcerated and perhaps 
eventually released sick and debilitated in order that others 
will not regard them as martyrs. Their best years have 
gone and their lives could be regarded by some as wasted. 
What has been the meaning of it? Our Lord throws light 
on this in our Gospel passage today. Jesus said to the 
crowd: “ They will seize and persecute you, they will hand 
you over to the synagogues and to prisons, and they will 
have you led before kings and governors because of my 
name. It will lead to your giving testimony ” (Luke 
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21:12-19). So then, the meaning of such experiences and 
such a life lies, in large measure, in its testimony. 

No situation we may find ourselves in is bereft of 
meaning because in every situation we are able to give 
testimony to Christ and his truth. This we do by our words 
and our deeds, and if words are impossible, then our deeds 
— the way we live — offers this opportunity. When we 
reflect on the Gospels, we can see how exalted is the 
meaning of things when they testify to the truth of Christ. 
Our Lord in the midst of his Passion said to Pontius Pilate 
that for this was he born to bear witness to the truth, and 
those who are of the truth listen to his voice. Our Lord 
entered and embraced his Passion in order to give 
testimony to the truth about his own Person and God’s 
saving plan to be fulfilled in him. He gathered his disciples 
and, in particular, the Apostles about him in order that they 
might bear testimony to him. When he had risen from the 
dead he told them to await in Jerusalem the promised 
Paraclete, and that they would be his witnesses to the end 
of the earth. The life of the Christian is to bear witness to 
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Christ and his truth, and in this way to give glory to God. 
What is the meaning of life? The meaning of life can be 
expressed in terms of attaining the truth of Christ, living 
according to that revealed truth, and in giving testimony to 
it. When persecutions come — and they come in countless 
forms depending on the circumstances the Providence of 
God places one in — then that situation will provide the 
opportunity to bear witness to Christ and his truth. When 
sickness comes or very adverse circumstances that seem to 
be so pointless and unnecessary and unfair, those situations 
will provide the occasion to bear witness to Christ. It is 
surprising the number of saints who have been afflicted 
with very bad health. Their bad health and at times 
excruciating final moments have been their opportunity to 
bear witness to Christ and his saving work. Their 
confidence and joy in the midst of suffering have borne 
witness before others that Jesus is Lord and that nothing 
can separate us from the love of God revealed in Christ. 

No matter what might befall us, no matter how 
seemingly futile our efforts because of unjust or hapless 
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circumstances, all is in the hands of our loving and 
all-powerful God. He sees all and he knows what he is 
doing and allowing. Why does he allow this or that to 
occur and to continue, perhaps for a very long time — even 
centuries? The persecution and deprivation of Catholics in 
England following the Protestant Reformation lasted at 
least two centuries, indeed close to three. As our Lord says 
in today’s Gospel, such circumstances as these offer us the 
chance to give testimony, to bear witness to him. Very 
importantly, our perseverance will win us life forever. We 
must persevere in faith in a life of bearing witness. Such a 
life will in the fullness of time be revealed as brimful of 
lasting meaning. 

-- 


- 2430 - 





Thursday of the Thirty-fourth Week of Ordinary Time 


Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 85 (84): 9 The Lord speaks 
of peace to his people and his holy ones and to those who 
turn to him. 

Collect Stir up the will of your faithful, we pray, O Lord, 
that, striving more eagerly to bring your divine work to 
fruitful completion, they may receive in greater measure 
the healing remedies your kindness bestows. Through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Daniel 6:12-28; Daniel 3:68-74; 

Luke 21:20-28 

Jesus said to his disciples: “When you see Jerusalem 
surrounded by armies, know that its desolation is at hand. 
Then those in Judea must flee to the mountains. Let those 
within the city escape from it, and let those in the 
countryside not enter the city, for these days are the time of 
punishment when all the Scriptures are fulfilled. Woe to 
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pregnant women and nursing mothers in those days, for a 
terrible calamity will come upon the earth and a wrathful 
judgment upon this people. They will fall by the edge of 
the sword and be taken as captives to all the Gentiles; and 
Jerusalem will be trampled underfoot by the Gentiles until 
the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled. “There will be signs 
in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on earth nations 
will be in dismay, perplexed by the roaring of the sea and 
the waves. People will die of fright in anticipation of what 
is coming upon the world, for the powers of the heavens 
will be shaken. And then they will see the Son of Man 
coming in a cloud with power and great glory. But when 
these signs begin to happen, stand erect and raise your 
heads because your redemption is at hand.” (Luke 
21 : 20 - 28 ) 

Judgments Several decades after the death and 
resurrection of Christ, the Roman armies delivered a 
terrible visitation upon Jerusalem, one that was greater than 
the sack of the City several centuries before. The Gospels 
make it very clear that Christ foretold that this would 
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come, just as much as certain prophets had foretold the 
destruction of the City on the previous occasion. Our 
Gospel passage of today is one such passage in which our 
Lord speaks of the solemn events that were coming. Of 
course, his words speak also of the final judgment on the 
world. It is clear from our Lord’s words that these 
horrifying events for the City were not just an unfortunate 
result of military or political mistakes and lack of 
prudence. They constituted a divine judgment upon the 
City, just as certain previous events had represented a 
divine judgment. We know this because Scripture states it, 
and our Lord’s words are clear. He says that what is 
coming will be “the time of punishment when all the 
Scriptures are fulfilled. Woe to pregnant women and 
nursing mothers in those days, for a terrible calamity will 
come upon the earth and a wrathful judgment upon this 
people .” Now, apart from the specific prophecies of 
Scripture, any interpretations of calamities as divine 
judgments can be legitimate, but they are at most private 
interpretations. In one of his writings Cardinal Newman 
describes the invasion and hammering of the Roman 
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Empire by the barbarian peoples such as the Huns as a 
divine judgment on Rome for its persecution of the 
Christian religion prior to Constantine. That is a legitimate 
view and to be respected because of the eminence of 
Newman, nevertheless it is just a personal opinion. 
Certainly, our divine Lord is certainly not saying in our 
passage today that all sufferings and reversals are 
punishments for the sins of those so suffering, nor does he 
teach that a person’s sufferings are in proportion to his 
sins. On the contrary. On one occasion our Lord, when he 
cured a woman who had been bent over for a long time, 
replied to the criticisms of the Pharisees by saying that 
Satan had held the woman bound. So it was not because of 
her own sins that she had been suffering in this way. Satan 
was the cause. On another occasion he stated that the ones 
who were killed by the falling tower were not more sinful 
than others, nor were the ones Pilate had killed during the 
sacrifices. 

Indeed, we gain the impression from Scripture that 
while certain sufferings that come to a person constitute a 
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judgment on that person’s sins, generally the sufferings 
that God allows constitute a loving correction with a view 
to the sufferer’s amendment, and perhaps a trial that tests, 
proves and nourishes his or her fidelity. In the case of the 
good and just man (like Job), the suffering he undergoes is 
allowed as a test and a proof of patient fidelity which God 
will reward. The paradigm of this is our Lord himself. 
Christ's suffering and death at the hands of sinners tested 
(we might say) and certainly manifested his obedient love. 
The upshot was his own exaltation and the redemption of 
the world. Our Gospel passage today that relates to the 
chastisement of the City, specifically implies this in respect 
to those who are faithful to God and who are caught up in 
the suffering. Our Lord says that “ People will die of fright 
in anticipation of what is coming upon the world, for the 
powers of the heavens will be shaken. And then they will 
see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and great 
glory. But when these signs begin to happen, stand erect 
and raise your heads because your redemption is at hand ” 
(Luke 21:20-28). “ Raise your heads because your 
redemption is at hand A That is a point we could take for 
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our everyday life. The stock market fails. A commercial 
company crashes and an investor, who is trying to live well 
in God’s sight, loses sums of money through no fault of his 
own. A bridge crashes and many people are lost. The 
Twin Towers are destroyed by terrorists and three thousand 
innocent victims die. A great fire engulfs part of a state 
and city and people’s livelihoods are destroyed. The fault, 
perhaps, lay with an arsonist. Yet many others suffer. 
Why has God allowed it to occur? We do not know, but 
what is manifest is that it is the opportunity therein to 
manifest patient fidelity to God in the teeth of suffering. It 
is notable how often the lives of saints are marked by very 
great suffering. In this, their difficult circumstances 
parallel — in a generic sense — those of Christ. Their 
sufferings were the opportunity to manifest their patience 
and fidelity to God and his will. The meaning of their 
suffering is, obviously, that it tests and proves their love. 

No matter what happens in life, nothing can separate 
us from the love of Christ. Let us resolve to turn every 
occasion into an opportunity to show our love for and 
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obedience to God our heavenly Father, and let us do it in 
union with Christ by the power and grace of the Floly 
Spirit. 

-- 
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Friday of the Thirty-fourth Week of Ordinary Time 


Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 85 (84): 9 The Lord speaks of 
peace to his people and his holy ones and to those who turn 
to him. 

Collect Stir up the will of your faithful, we pray, O Lord, 
that, striving more eagerly to bring your divine work to 
fruitful completion, they may receive in greater measure 
the healing remedies your kindness bestows. Through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Daniel 7: 2-14; Psalm Daniel 3; 

Luke 21:29-33 

Jesus told them this parable: Look at the fig-tree and 
all the trees. When they sprout leaves, you can see for 
yourselves and know that summer is near. Even so, when 
you see these things happening, you know that the kingdom 
of God is near. I tell you the truth, this generation will 
certainly not pass away until all these things have 
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happened. Heaven and earth wdl pass away, but my words 
wdl never pass away. (Luke 21:29-33) 

Teacher As is well known, while teaching in Plato’s 
Academy in Athens, Aristotle received an invitation from 
Philip of Macedon to instruct his son Alexander. Aristotle 
was a Macedonian himself, and he accepted the request and 
moved to the School that was set up for the Macedonian 
noble youths. It was in a beautiful bushland setting — it is 
still able to be visited. Aristotle encouraged Alexander in 
his ambitions with respect to the Persian power, and gave 
him as a parting gift Homer’s Illiad. It is said that when 
Aristotle began to publish notes and accounts of his 
instructions that he had given to his Macedonian students, 
Alexander wrote to his old teacher from his new dominions 
in far-away Persia, complaining of such a step. Little did 
the young conqueror realize how long-lasting would be the 
intellectual influence of his old master, precisely because 
of his writings. Nearly fifteen hundred years after 
Aristotle’s death, his thought would be appropriated, 
developed and integrated into a tremendous system of 
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theology by one who was perhaps his philosophical 
superior: Aquinas. Aquinas dubbed Aristotle “The 
Philosopher”. But Aristotle would scarcely have 
considered what he had said and written as absolutely 
ultimate, and as being the one truly lasting thing in this 
changing world. Is there anyone who has made or could 
make such a giant claim, if not the likes of Aristotle, Plato 
and the other greats who could be cited? Yes, indeed. 
Jesus Christ has said that his word is absolutely final, 
ultimate and lasting beyond even heaven and earth. As we 
read in our Gospel passage today, “/ tell you the truth, this 
generation will certainly not pass away until all these 
things have happened. Heaven and earth will pass away, 
but my words will never pass away ” (Luke 21:29-33). 
Christ was addressed as “Teacher” even by his enemies. 
He spoke as one having authority — that is, ultimate 
authority. 

St Thomas Aquinas regarded very highly one special 
miracle in the public ministry of our Lord: his 
Transfiguration. This particular miracle happened to Jesus 
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himself, and Aquinas considered the Transfiguration “the 
greatest miracle.” It complemented Christ’s baptism, and 
the Father’s words over Jesus at the Transfiguration 
parallel his words over Jesus at his baptism. The event also 
shows forth the glory of life in Heaven. After his baptism 
which inaugurated his mission as Messiah, it is a major 
milestone in the life of Jesus, and is followed by the 
Crucifixion, Resurrection, and Ascension. The 
Transfiguration is a pivotal moment. The setting of it on 
the mountain is presented as the meeting place between 
heaven and earth, with Jesus himself as the connecting 
point. But what we especially notice is a distinct directive 
to man coming from the Father during this event. While 
both at the Baptism (Matthew 3:17) and at the 
Transfiguration (Matthew 17:5) the Father declares Jesus 
to be his beloved Son, at the Transfiguration, the Father 
commands the three disciples, and through them the human 
race, to listen to him (Matthew 17:5; Mark 9:6; Luke 9:35). 
He is the divinely-appointed Teacher of mankind because 
he is the incarnate Son of God. “This is my beloved Son: to 
him, then, listen ” (Luke 9: 35). This supreme authority as 
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Teacher is what Christ presented himself as possessing 
from the very beginning of his public ministry. He did not 
speak simply as a prophet, though he was the Prophet 
foretold by Moses. He did not simply claim to utter what 
God had spoken to him, as did the prophets before him. He 
spoke in his own name, as one having supreme authority: 
“Tom have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your 
neighbour and hate your enemy. ’ But I say to you, love 
your enemies, .... pray for those who persecute and insult 
you, that so you may be true sons of your Father in 
heaven ” (Matthew 5:43-45). 

There is this further very important point. Christ is 
not merely the supreme Teacher who has left his teaching 
in an inspired Book produced by his Church and to be read 
reverently by his followers long after him. He lives now in 
his Church, of which he is the divine Head. He teaches us 
still, and this he does through his living Oracle, the Church. 
The Church is his living mystical Body representing him 
before mankind. On Christ’s behalf and by the power of 
his Spirit, the Church has her living teaching and her 
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inspired Book. It is through the Church’s teaching, her 
Tradition and her Book that Jesus Christ acts as mankind’s 
Teacher now. Let us listen to his teaching all our days, and 
be thus led by him to holiness and to heaven. 

-- 
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Saturday of the Thirty-fourth Week of Ordinary Time 


Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 85 (84): 9 The Lord speaks 
of peace to his people and his holy ones and to those who 
turn to him. 

Collect Stir up the will of your faithful, we pray, O Lord, 
that, striving more eagerly to bring your divine work to 
fruitful completion, they may receive in greater measure 
the healing remedies your kindness bestows. Through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Daniel 7:15-27; Daniel 3:82-87; 

Luke 21:34-36 

Jesus said to his disciples: “Take heed to yourselves, 
lest perhaps your hearts be overcharged with carousing 
and drunkenness, and the cares of this life, and that day 
come upon you suddenly. For as a snare shall it come 
upon all that live upon the face of the earth. Watch, 
therefore, praying at all times, that you may be accounted 
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worthy to escape all these things that are to come, and to 
stand before the Son of man. (Luke 21:34-36) 

On the job In our Gospel passage today our Lord 
solemnly warns all of us not to be caught napping. “ Take 
heed to yourselves, lest perhaps your hearts be 
overcharged with carousing and drunkenness, and the 
cares of this life, and that day come upon you suddenly ” 
(Luke 21:34-36). The most important moment of life is the 
moment of death when God comes to take us from this our 
earthly scene. None of us knows how or when that will be. 
Our Lord tells us that we must live in such a way that, 
whatever be the moment and circumstances of our death, 
we shall be ready for God’s judgment. This can only 
happen if at all times we are doing with joyful heart the 
will of God. What does this entail? Well, to begin with, 
we must remember that at no point does God expect us to 
be doing unusual things for him, unless he commands it. 
Rather, he expects us to be doing the ordinary things that 
make up our ordinary life, which is to say the duties of our 
state in life. The distinctive thing about this is the manner 
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or spirit with which we fulfil these ordinary duties. God 
wants us to do them very well and out of love for him. It is 
in this sense that we are to be found at our employment 
when he comes to take us. It is the teaching and the 
tradition of the Church that Mary the mother of Jesus was 
the holiest and purest creature and therefore the greatest of 
God’s creatures. But her life was filled with the ordinary 
things and she lived her life largely in humble obscurity. 
This is a great lesson to every Christian and to every 
human being. Success in life in the sight of God does not 
necessarily mean prominence and general recognition — 
except for those whose vocation it is. It means doing the 
will of God as expressed in our ordinary daily duties as 
perfectly as possible and out of love for him. If death 
comes and finds us at this then we shall not be caught 
napping. 

The danger of life is that, due to dissipation and 
self-indulgence in one or other of its myriad forms, or 
alternatively due to the pressures and anxieties of life, we 
can forget God and his holy will. Our love for God and his 
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will alone will be the issue in our judgment. So our Lord 
in our Gospel passage today tells us to “ beware that your 
hearts do not become drowsy from carousing and 
drunkenness and the anxieties of daily life We are to 
guard the condition and attitude of our hearts. We are to 
“watch, therefore, praying at all times, that you may be 
accounted worthy. We are to be watchful as to what 
occupies our hearts, and be “ praying at all times .” This 
has to involve a clear plan of life with daily prayer, some 
spiritual reading, participation in the life and sacraments of 
the Church, regular prayerful meditation on the word of 
God, and, I would suggest having what we might call a 
sound spiritual advisor to accompany us on our journey of 
friendship with Christ. If anyone in the world sets himself 
a goal or a project in life — it could be a sporting, or 
business or career goal, he works out an appropriate 
regimen which will orient his life to the attainment of that 
goal. Otherwise various other passing goals will distract 
him from the true goal he hopes to attain. Our goal should 
be the love of God, and indeed the perfect love of God. 
This is what we ought be aiming at daily, which is to say 
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we ought be aiming at loving God as perfectly as possible 
each passing day. This love for God will be expressed in 
the generous fulfilment of our ordinary daily tasks, and 
done so for God. If this is the direction of our life, then we 
shall not be caught napping. When the Lord comes, 
however sudden his arrival is, we shall be found ready to 
appear before the judgment seat of God. We shall pass 
from this life to the next, truly loving God and as persons 
desiring to obey him. 

Let us then be ever on the job, God’s job, the job 
which God has given us to do at any one point. That is all 
God asks of us, and he asks it of us constantly. That job 
could be, at any one point, to recreate, to rest, to work, to 
help, to pray, to read, whatever it is. We must strive to 
sanctify our ordinary life and make it the means of 
attaining true holiness, contributing all the while to the 
holiness of others. In this way, whenever death comes, we 
shall be found ready. 

-- 
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Feast Days 
& Solemnities 



Solemnity of the Virgin Mary, Mother of God (Jan. 1) 


Entrance Antiphon Hail, Holy Mother, who gave birth to 
the King, who rules heaven and earth for ever. 

Or: 

Cf. Is 9:1, 5; Lk 1:33 Today a light will shine upon us, for 
the Lord is born for us; and he will be called Wondrous 
God, Prince of peace, Father of future ages: and his reign 
will be without end. 

Collect O God, who through the fruitful virginity of 
Blessed Mary bestowed on the human race the grace of 
eternal salvation, grant, we pray, that we may experience 
the intercession of her, through whom we were found 
worthy to receive the author of life, our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son. Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Numbers 6:22-27; Psalm 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8; 
Galatians 4:4-7; Luke 2:16-21 
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The shepherds went in haste to Bethlehem and found 
Mary and Joseph, and the infant lying in the manger. When 
they saw this, they made known the message that had been 
told them about this child. All who heard it were amazed by 
what had been told them by the shepherds. And Mary kept 
all these things, reflecting on them in her heart. Then the 
shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all 
they had heard and seen, just as it had been told to them. 
When eight days were completed for his circumcision, he 
was named Jesus, the name given him by the angel before 
he was conceived in the womb. (Luke 2:16-21) 

Mother of God In our Gospel passage today, 

Luke describes the arrival of the first persons outside the 
Holy Family to lay eyes on the infant Messiah. They are 
the small group of shepherds who have come in from the 
hills in the district of Bethlehem where, a thousand years 
before, David himself had been looking after sheep (1 
Samuel 16:11). Let us see in their humble persons a 
representation of the great David who, when king, had 
received the prophecy (2 Samuel 7:16) that his throne 
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would be established forever. Let us see in them the Israel 
that had awaited the fulfilment of all the prophecies. The 
humble shepherds came to see Christ the Lord. But let us 
observe who St Luke places at the forefront of our 
beautiful scene, which is so full of significance. One would 
expect that Joseph would have been the first to be 
mentioned among those whom the shepherds found at their 
arrival. He was the head of the family. But no, Mary is the 
first to be mentioned, for they “found Mary and Joseph, 
and the infant lying in the manger’’' (Luke 2:16-21). In 
coming to see the Christ-child, they first “found” Mary, 
and then Joseph with her. Presumably Luke had a purpose 
in expressing this detail. The wondering shepherds arrive 
and their hosts — principally Mary, but together with 
Joseph — reveal to them the divine Child. The Son of God 
became man and dwelt among us, and this happened 
through Mary his mother, supported and assisted by Joseph 
her husband. Let us place ourselves among the shepherds, 
and allow ourselves to be shown the majestic Child who 
has come to redeem and sanctify us by giving up his life 
for our sakes. If we want to meet Jesus, we could do no 
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better than approach Mary to ask her, together with Joseph, 
to show Jesus to us. 

This is the first day of the new year and we begin it 
celebrating the grandeur and glory of Mary. The Almighty 
has done great things for her, and holy is his name. All 
generations now call her blessed. She is the royal mother 
all-glorious in heaven, and what an incomparable dignity is 
hers as the Mother of the Son of God made man! Just as 
the Father entrusted his divine Son to the womb and the 
keeping of the Virgin Mary, so undoubtedly does he entrust 
each of us who are members of his Son to her keeping too. 
Just as she nourished the Son of God, so she nourishes each 
of us who are adopted sons and daughters of God. This is 
surely confirmed by the words of her dying Son when he 
entrusted his beloved disciple to her care, and entrusted her 
to the keeping of his beloved disciple. And then, we are 
told, the beloved disciple took her to his own home. The 
Church has always seen in that interchange at Calvary a 
transaction which involved each of us. We received this 
great and holy mother to be our own mother, and she 
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received all of us to be her children. Behind Mary and the 
Child stands Joseph their protector. In the Church’s formal 
declaration, Joseph now from heaven is the protector of the 
universal Church and each of the Church’s faithful. In 
celebrating the divine motherhood of Mary we celebrate 
the Incarnation of the Son of God and the redemption 
which he effected of all of us. Let us go to Mary, and with 
her to Joseph, to ask of her that she help us become like her 
Son. St Paul writes that we are to let this mind be in us that 
was in Christ Jesus. Our Lord tells us in the Gospel that we 
are to come to him and learn from him for he is meek and 
humble of heart. Mary can teach us this and can obtain for 
us by her prayers the grace to put on his likeness. She is the 
help of Christians. 

Let us make a firm resolution this day, at the start of 
another year, to grow in a true devotion to Mary. Let us 
entrust ourselves entirely to her keeping, promising to do 
what she wants. Our Lord entrusted himself to her keeping 
and our Gospel scene today is the portrayal of this. Let us 
resolve to belong to Mary as her children so that she can 


- 2454 - 



lead us to belong entirely to Jesus, our God and Saviour. 
She knows best how to do this. She is the first of all 
Christians. Let us entrust ourselves to her, taking to heart 
what she says in the Gospel at the wedding feast of Cana: 
“Do whatever he tells you.” 

-- 
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The Conversion of Saint Paul, Apostle (January 25) 

The conversion of Saul of Tarsus, while he was on his way 
to Damascus, is one of the most touching miracles in the 
history of the early Church. It shows us how faith comes 
from grace and from man’s free cooperation. The doctrine 
of the Mystical Body of Christ receives proof and a clear 
illustration when Christ says, “Saul, Saul, why do you 
persecute me?” 

Entrance Antiphon 2 Tm 1: 12; 4: 8 I know the one in 
whom I have believed and I am sure that he, the just judge, 
the mighty, will keep safe what is my due until that day. 

Collect O God, who taught the whole world through the 
preaching of the blessed Apostle Paul, draw us, we pray, 
nearer to you through the example of him whose 
conversion we celebrate today, and so make us witnesses to 
your truth in the world. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 
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Scripture today : Acts 22:3-16 or Acts 9:1-22; 

Psalm 117: lbc, 2; Mark 16:15-18 

Jesus appeared to the Eleven and said to them: “Go 
into the whole world and proclaim the Gospel to every 
creature. Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved; 
whoever does not believe will be condemned. These signs 
will accompany those who believe: in my name they will 
drive out demons, they will speak new languages. They will 
pick up serpents with their hands, and if they drink any 
deadly thing, it will not harm them. (Mark 16:15-18) 

Bearing witness If we consider Christ within the 
setting of numerous other world figures, one of his 
distinctive features is that from the beginning he was a 
person meant for the whole world. At his birth the angels 
appeared to the shepherds heralding the arrival in 
Bethlehem of “ Christ the LordT It was an event bringing 
“peace on earth ” to men of good will. So the whole earth 
would be affected by his birth. Simeon prophesied that he 
would be a “light to the gentiles .” At the beginning of our 
Lord’s public ministry, John the Baptist pointed him out 
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saying that he was the Lamb of God who takes away the 
sin of “the world.” That is to say, his work would bring an 
incalculable benefit to the whole world. Very soon after 
this he was led by the Holy Spirit into the desert to be 
tempted by Satan. One of Satan’s temptations was that if 
he (Christ) would but worship him, he (Satan) would give 
to him the kingdoms of the world — for they were his to 
give. Perhaps Satan divined that this man before him was 
absolutely of world stature and had it in him to be Lord of 
the world. He was trying to tempt Jesus at a point where he 
thought he may have been vulnerable, in the matter of 
conquering the world. So Christ’s mission was a world 
mission, and his work would affect the world even if it 
were not recognized by all. His Passion and Death would 
be of world significance and its benefits would 
mysteriously concern every man. As St Paul writes, Christ 
loved me and delivered himself up for me. The whole world 
and every member of it can say the same thing. 

At times the impression is given by some scholars of 
Christianity that the Christian faith grew willy-nilly as a 
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result of an amalgam of conviction, circumstances, and 
influential personalities such as Saul of Tarsus (St Paul). 
Some have even claimed that Paul was the real founder of 
Christianity. But no. Our Lord intended that his revelation 
be embraced not only by various people from all over the 
world, but by the whole world itself. That is to say, he 
came in order to be accepted, believed, loved and followed 
by every man and woman on the face of the earth. That is 
one of the distinctive features of his person and life, and 
such is the plan of God. Obvious evidence of this divine 
intent are the opening words of our Gospel passage today, 
in which our Lord gives to his disciples his final charge 
before ascending into heaven. “ Jesus appeared to the 
Eleven and said to them: ‘Go into the whole world and 
proclaim the Gospel to every creature. Whoever believes 
and is baptized will be saved; whoever does not believe 
will be condemned (Mark 16:15-18). At this early stage 
of Christian history our Lord commanded his disciples — 
and he was actually in the process of leaving them 
definitively! — to go to the whole world and bring the 
news of him and his work to every single person on the 
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face of the earth. They were to make disciples of everyone. 
The average observer would scarcely have regarded this 
request and commission as realistic. Though it was an 
astonishing directive, our Lord made it of his disciples, and 
it stands now. If we wish to be his disciples, we must hear 
that charge ever anew. If we do not wish to listen to it with 
seriousness and do something about it, then there is 
missing from our Christian life an absolutely essential 
component. 

The Christian people are a sleeping giant. A giant, but 
sleeping. Christ wants the giant to awake and be on the 
move announcing the good news of the Gospel to all. Too 
few of us have the courage to speak of the Person of Christ 
and his work. Too few even know him personally. Let us 
ask God for the grace of a profound realization that Christ 
is meant for the whole world. In the plan of God every man 
and woman is called to know, love and serve Christ. This 
requires that they be told, and if they are ever to be told, we 
ourselves must bear witness and do the telling. In Saint 
Paul, whose conversion we celebrate today, we have a 
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magnificent example of one who bore witness to Jesus. Let 
us follow his example and pray to him for his intercession. 

-- 


- 2461 - 





Feast of the Presentation of the Lord (February 2) 

This feast day was first observed in the Eastern Church as 
‘The Encounter’. In the sixth century it began to be 
observed in the West: in Rome with a more penitential 
character, and in Gaul (France) with solemn blessings and 
processions of candles, popularly known as ‘Candlemas’. 
We might say that the presentation of the Lord concludes 
the celebration of the Nativity and, with the offerings of the 
Virgin Mother and the prophecy of Simeon, the events now 
point towards the Passion and Easter. 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 48 (47): 10-11 Your merciful 
love, O God, we have received in the midst of your temple. 
Your praise, O God, like your name, reaches the ends of 
the earth; your right hand is filled with saving justice. 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, we humbly implore 
your majesty that, just as your Only Begotten Son was 
presented on this day in the Temple in the substance of our 
flesh, so, by your grace, we may be presented to you with 
minds made pure. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your 
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Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Malachi 3:1-4; Psalm 24:7, 8, 9, 10; 

Hebrews 2:14-18; Luke 2:22-40 

When the days were completed for their purification 
according to the law of Moses, Mary and Joseph took 
Jesus up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord, just as it 
is written in the law of the Lord, Every male that opens the 
womb shall be consecrated to the Lord, and to offer the 
sacrifice of a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons, in 
accordance with the dictate in the law of the Lord. Now 
there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon. 
This man was righteous and devout, awaiting the 
consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. It 
had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he should 
not see death before he had seen the Christ of the Lord. He 
came in the Spirit into the temple; and when the parents 
brought in the child Jesus to perform the custom of the law 
in regard to him, he took him into his arms and blessed 
God, saying: “Now, Master, you may let your servant go in 
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peace, according to your word, for my eyes have seen your 
salvation, which you prepared in the sight of all the 
peoples: a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and glory for 
your people Israel. ” The child’s father and mother were 
amazed at what was said about him; and Simeon blessed 
them and said to Mary his mother, “ Behold, this child is 
destined for the fall and rise of many in Israel, and to be a 
sign that will be contradicted (and you yourself a sword 
will pierce) so that the thoughts of many hearts may be 
revealed. ” There was also a prophetess, Anna, the 
daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was 
advanced in years, having lived seven years with her 
husband after her marriage, and then as a widow until she 
was eighty-four. She never left the temple, but worshiped 
night and day with fasting and prayer. And coming forward 
at that very time, she gave thanks to God and spoke about 
the child to all who were awaiting the redemption of 
Jerusalem. When they had fulfilled all the prescriptions of 
the law of the Lord, they returned to Galilee, to their own 
town of Nazareth. The child grew and became strong, filled 
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with wisdom; and the favour of God was upon him. (Luke 
2:22-40) 

The Holy Spirit This is a beautiful scene in St 
Luke’s Gospel, and five people occupy the stage. There are 
Mary and Joseph arriving in the Temple of Jerusalem with 
the child Jesus to present him to the Lord, in accordance 
with what was written in the Law of the Lord. There are 
also Simeon and the prophetess Anna. The centre-stage of 
our passage is occupied by Simeon. He “ was righteous and 
devout, awaiting the consolation of Israel, and the Holy 
Spirit was upon him.” He is the man he is, and he does 
what he does, because “the Holy Spirit was upon him” So 
we could say that, in this scene and through Simeon, the 
Holy Spirit is the principal though unseen protagonist. 
Simeon “was righteous and devout” and his personal 
sanctity was the first great work of the Spirit of God in his 
life. He was an excellent embodiment of the very best of 
the Old Testament. Indeed, in our scene with Simeon, 
having Mary and Joseph and the Child present with him 
and soon to be joined by Anna, we have the holiest 
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grouping of people ever to have gathered in the history of 
salvation to that point. The sanctity of that small and 
unnoticed group was the work of the Holy Spirit. 
Furthermore, the Holy Spirit had actually revealed to 
Simeon that “he should not see death before he had seen 
the Christ of the Lord.” As a man of the Old Testament, 
Simeon looked had forward to the coming of the Messiah, 
and the Holy Spirit had been revealing to him that he 
would actually see the Messiah before he died. And now, 
with the parents of Jesus in the Temple, Simeon was led by 
the Holy Spirit to the couple. In the Spirit he praised and 
thanked God and uttered his prophecy about the Child 
whom he held in his arms. 

It is interesting to notice that, through the words of 
Simeon, the Holy Spirit revealed to the parents of Jesus 
and especially to Mary his mother some new things about 
the Child and his mission. The angel had told Mary and 
Joseph who the child was and that his mission would be to 
save his people from their sins. Here they learn that “this 
child is destined for the fall and rise of many in Israel, and 
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to be a sign that will be contradicted (and you yourself a 
sword will pierce) so that the thoughts of many hearts may 
be revealed ” (Luke 2:22-40). Somehow rejection and 
immense suffering would be an integral part of his 
redeeming work. He would be the glory of Israel and the 
light of the Gentiles. This they knew, but now they learn 
that the shadow of great suffering would fall over him, just 
as it would over those who love him and choose to be with 
him. The first and principal case of this would be his own 
mother whose soul would be pierced with a sword. We 
could say that through Simeon the Holy Spirit is 
identifying the Suffering Servant of Isaiah with the great 
Child whom Simeon held. He was the Messiah, but he 
would be a suffering Messiah and one who would face 
great contradictions and rejection. His holy mother, the 
greatest of his disciples, would share in this suffering (and 
implicitly, so would all who follow him closely). This was 
Simeon’s prophecy and it added to what Mary and Joseph 
already knew. The Holy Spirit had doubtless been training 
Simeon in holiness and preparing him for the moment 
when he would enlighten the parents of the Child about the 
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plan of God. Mary, we are told in these early chapters of 
Luke, kept all these things and treasured them in her heart. 
She was being aided in her role as mother of the Redeemer. 

Let us contemplate the person and action of the Holy 
Spirit. In his Acts of the Apostles, St Luke takes a special 
interest in the Holy Spirit and his action in the early 
Church. From the earliest chapters of his Gospel he is 
likewise attending to the Person and the action of the Holy 
Spirit. The Holy Spirit sanctifies and prepares people for 
the coming of the Redeemer. Thinking of the example of 
Simeon, let us ask the Spirit of God to come into our lives 
with power, enabling us to be holy in God’s sight, and truly 
equipped to bear witness to Jesus before the world. 

-- 
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Feast of the Chair of Saint Peter, Apostle (February 22) 


This feast of the Chair of St Peter brings to mind the 
mission of teacher and pastor conferred by Christ on Peter, 
and continued in an unbroken line down to the present 
Pope. We celebrate the unity of the Church, founded upon 
the Apostle, and renew our assent to the magisterium of the 
Roman Pontiff, extended both to truths which are solemnly 
defined “ex cathedra” and to all the acts of the ordinary 
magisterium. 

Entrance Antiphon Lk 22: 32 The Lord says to Simon 
Peter: I have prayed for you that your faith may not fail, 
and, once you have turned back, strengthen your brothers. 

Collect Grant, we pray, almighty God, that no tempests 
may disturb us, for you have set us fast on the rock of the 
Apostle Peter's confession of faith. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 1 Peter 5:1-4; Psalm 23:1-3a, 4, 5, 6; 

Matthew 16:13-19 
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When Jesus went into the region of Caesarea Philippi 
he asked his disciples, “Who do people say that the Son of 
Man is?” They replied, “Some say John the Baptist, others 
Elijah, still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets. ” He 
said to them, “But who do you say that I am? ” Simon Peter 
said in reply, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living 
God. ” Jesus said to him in reply, “Blessed are you, Simon 
son of Jonah. For flesh and blood has not revealed this to 
you, but my heavenly Father. And so I say to you, you are 
Peter, and upon this rock I will build my Church, and the 
gates of the netherworld shall not prevail against it. I will 
give you the keys to the Kingdom of heaven. Whatever you 
bind on earth shall be bound in heaven; and whatever you 
loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. ” (Matthew 
16:13-19) 

Peter’s Chair Our passage from the Gospel of St 
Matthew today is one of the high points of the Gospel. Our 
Lord asks his disciples, those who lived with him 
constantly, those who constantly heard from him his words 
and his teaching, who they considered him to be. In the 
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person of Simon Peter they give him the right answer, that 
he is “the Christ, the Son of the living God.” This is a great 
achievement of faith on their part and it is a great 
consolation for our Lord himself in his efforts to form 
them. They had attained that faith which, if lived 
consistently, will save a man. Just before he ascended into 
heaven our Lord commanded his disciples to go to the 
whole world and make disciples of all the nations. Our 
Lord told them that he who believes and is baptized will be 
saved, and he who refuses belief will be condemned. They 
themselves had attained this faith, and now they were to 
spread it. So the faith which the disciples manifested and 
professed on this occasion was of critical importance in our 
Lord’s public ministry, and it had far reaching implications 
for human history to come. It allowed our Lord to take his 
next step which involved a further decisive revelation. 
Christ had been preaching the arrival of the kingdom of 
God and its nature. The kingdom of his Father was the 
object of his preaching. Now he tells Simon that his name 
is the Rock, Peter, and that he will build his Church on this 
Rock. His explicit reference to instituting, establishing and 
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building his Church is a new element in his teaching. It is 
clear that in the divine plan Christ will establish the 
promised kingdom of God through his Church. It is in and 
through the Church that the kingdom of God — embodied 
and active in his own Person — will be present among 
men. His Church will be the seed and instrument of his 
kingdom. 

Moreover, this Church which is the seed and 
beginning of God’s saving kingdom will stand successfully 
against the powers of hell. The way Christ expresses it 
suggests that the Church will be buffeted unceasingly, but 
will not fail. Just as Christ was assailed continually by his 
enemies who did not prevail, so too will the Church be 
similarly assailed. Very importantly, and again as a new 
revelation, his Church will be built on Peter, for “on this 
rock I will build my Church .” It is to Peter that Christ will 
also give the keys to the kingdom of heaven. Of course, in 
entrusting to Simon the keys that provide access to his 
kingdom, Christ is entrusting them to the Church, but it is 
Peter who holds and uses them in a special and official 
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way. How those keys are to be used is entrusted to the 
discretion of Peter: “7 will give you the keys to the Kingdom 
of heaven. Whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in 
heaven; and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in 
heaven ” (Matthew 16:13-19). He directs his words 
specifically to Peter, as the head of the Twelve. That this 
entrusting of the keys means the granting of an enormous 
power is indicated in the next sentence, in which Peter is 
empowered to bind and loose, and whenever he does so his 
decision will be ratified in heaven. He will carry the 
authority of Christ. As we see in our passage today, our 
Lord makes more explicit and concrete his doctrine of the 
kingdom of God. Christ will establish God’s kingdom on 
earth through his Church which will be its seed and 
beginning, and it is to Peter, the rock of this Church which 
he will build, that Christ entrusts the keys. Peter is being 
given the authority to open and close the doors to this 
kingdom by his teaching and ministry, and the exercise of 
this authority will carry the sanction of heaven. The general 
doctrine of the kingdom has become much more explicit. 
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Today is the feast of the Chair of St Peter. That is to 
say, today we think of the explicit authority granted to 
Peter by Christ to make accessible to all the riches of the 
kingdom of God. In effect, this means that Peter has and 
will have till the end of time when Christ comes again, a 
unique role in bringing man to the knowledge of Christ, for 
it is in Christ that the kingdom of God is to be found. Peter 
lives in the midst of the Church in the person of his 
successors, and it is in them that he uses the keys Christ 
has entrusted to him. Let us renew our appreciation of this 
divinely established Chair that teaches and guides all to 
Christ, the fount of salvation. 

-- 
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Feast of St Patrick (Solemnity in Australia) (March 17) 


Entrance Antiphon : Leave your country, your family and 
your father’s house, for the land I will show you. I will 
make you a great nation; I will bless you and make your 
name so famous that it will be used as a blessing. 

Collect O God, who chose the Bishop Saint Patrick to 
preach your glory to the peoples of Ireland, grant, through 
his merits and intercession, that those who glory in the 
name of Christian may never cease to proclaim your 
wondrous deeds to all. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today :: Jeremiah 1:4 9; Acts 13:46 49; 

Luke 10:1-12 (readings for a Solemnity) 

After this the Lord appointed seventy two others and 
sent them two by two ahead of him to every town and place 
where he was about to go. He told them, The harvest is 
plentiful, but the workers are few. Ask the Lord of the 
harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest 
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field. Go! I am sending you out like lambs among wolves. 
Do not take a purse or bag or sandals; and do not greet 
anyone on the road. When you enter a house, first say, 

‘Peace to this house. ’ If a man of peace is there, your 
peace will rest on him; if not, it will return to you. Stay in 
that house, eating and drinking whatever they give you, for 
the worker deserves his wages. Do not move around from 
house to house. When you enter a town and are welcomed, 
eat what is set before you. Heal the sick who are there and 
tell them, ‘The kingdom of God is near you. ’ But when you 
enter a town and are not welcomed, go into its streets and 
say, ‘Even the dust of your town that sticks to our feet we 
wipe off against you. Yet be sure of this: The kingdom of 
God is near. ’ I tell you, it will be more bearable on that 
day for Sodom than for that town. (Luke 10:1-12) 

Kingdom St Luke, the companion of St Paul and 
the inspired writer of a significant proportion of the New 
Testament, provides us with Christ’s directives to the 
numerous disciples (a large crowd of more than seventy) 
whom he was sending out on a share in his mission to "the 


- 2476 - 



lost sheep of the House of Israel ”. Luke must have been 
interested in this beginning of what would be characteristic 
of the work of many of Christ’s disciples in the infant 
Church (as portrayed in the Acts of the Apostles ) and 
subsequently. There must have been many of these 
seventy-two still alive at the time of Luke’s writing of his 
Gospel and the Acts. Let us pass over the concrete 
directives our Lord gives them on how they were to do the 
work, and consider the message they were to proclaim. 
That message is what Christ’s disciples are charged to 
bring to the world. He was sending them on ahead of him 
to prepare the way for his arrival. Their message was: “the 
kingdom of God is near to you.'” God’s rule and lordship is 
nigh, about to arrive, so get ready to receive God and his 
dominion worthily! The matter was of the utmost 
seriousness, and if “ you enter a town and are not 
welcomed, go into its streets and say, ‘Even the dust of 
your town that sticks to our feet we wipe off against you. 
Yet be sure of this: The kingdom of God is near. ’ I tell you, 
it will be more bearable on that day for Sodom than for 
that town ” (Luke 10:1-12). It is plain from the Gospels 
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that “the kingdom of God ” was central to our Lord’s 
preaching. In the Gospel of St Matthew the phrase is more 
commonly “the kingdom of heaven” , and I suspect this was 
the more common expression of our Lord himself because 
it has a greater Jewish ring, but in view of its common use 
in Luke’s Gospel, doubtlessly our Lord used “ kingdom of 
God ” too. What, then, is to be said of this expression, so 
central to our Lord’s preaching and mission? 

The expression, the “kingdom”, does have a 
background in the Old Testament. For instance, we read in 
1 Chronicles David’s prayer, blessing the Lord in the 
presence of all the assembly: “ Blessed art thou, O Lord, the 
God of Israel our Father for ever and ever. Thine, O Lord, 
is the greatness, and the power, and the glory and the 
victory .... Thine is the kingdom, O Lord, and thou art 
exalted as head above all ” (29:11). So God is King, and 
by implication, his kingdom is the greatest of blessings. 
The more God’s dominion is accepted, the more blessed 
will the people be, and indeed (again by implication) the 
more blessed will be “the families of the earth ” (Genesis 
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12:3). This, indeed, becomes the grand prophecy, as we 
read in the Book of Daniel. The prophet saw in the visions 
of the night “ one like a son of man, he came to the Ancient 
of Days .. and to him was given dominion and glory and 
kingdom ... his dominion is an everlasting dominion which 
shall not pass away, and his kingdom (is) one that shall not 
be destroyed ” (7:11-14). Our Lord’s favoured designation 
of himself seems to have been “the Son of Man.” It evokes 
the thought of his own manhood, and therefore the thought 
of the Incarnation. But it also evokes the prophecy of 
Daniel, and perhaps Christ’s prophetic status in view of the 
constant use of this expression by God when addressing the 
prophet Ezechiel. The point here, though, is that “the 
kingdom of God (or heaven)” had firm if infrequent roots 
in the Old Testament. But on the lips and in the mission of 
our Lord, it had great prominence, and this was one of the 
distinguishing features of his own prophetic ministry, as 
compared with the prophets before him. He preached the 
arrival, at last, of the kingdom, the dominion, the lordship 
of God his Father, as the fulfilment of the blessings of God 
long expected. This was the Blessing: entry into the 
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kingdom of God which was nigh. How tragic if this call 
was not accepted! 

What, then, did the kingdom of God consist in? Of 
course, academic discussion has suggested all sorts of 
things. Essentially, though, the rule of God is present in its 
fullness in the very Person of Jesus Christ. He himself is 
the Blessing of God, and in him is to be found every 
heavenly blessing, as St Paul points out. He is the fullness 
of the Godhead bodily, the incarnate Son of God. God’s 
dominion is found in him, and one accepts and enters the 
kingdom of God by accepting in faith the Person and 
teaching of Jesus Christ. This happens, concretely, through 
baptism into his body the Church, and then by living a life 
of being Christ’s disciple in very truth. St Patrick did this 
— let us strive to do likewise, living every day as one 
totally belonging to the Lord Jesus. 

-- 
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Solemnity of Saint Joseph, husband of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary (March 19) 

St Joseph is considered as the second greatest saint, next to 
the blessed Virgin Mary, because of his humility and his 
closeness to Jesus as the foster-father of our Lord. 
Scripture tells us that Joseph was just, pure, gentle, prudent 
and unfailingly obedient to the divine will. He died in the 
presence of Jesus and Mary. We wish to imitate. Pope Pius 
IX named him as Patron of the Universal Church and Pope 
John XXIII included his name in the Roman Canon. 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Lk 12: 42 Behold, a faithful and 
prudent steward, whom the Lord set over his household. 

Collect Grant, we pray, almighty God, that by Saint 
Joseph's intercession your Church may constantly watch 
over the unfolding of the mysteries of human salvation, 
whose beginnings you entrusted to his faithful care. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 
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Scripture today : 2 Samuel 7:4-5a, 12-14a, 16; 

Psalm 89:2-5, 27 and 29; Romans 4:13, 16-18, 22; 

Matthew 1:16, 18-21, 24a 

Jacob was the father of Joseph, the husband of Mary. 
Of her was born Jesus who is called the Christ. Now this is 
how the birth of Jesus Christ came about. When his mother 
Mary was betrothed to Joseph, but before they lived 
together, she was found with child through the Holy Spirit. 
Joseph her husband, since he was a righteous man, yet 
unwilling to expose her to shame, decided to divorce her 
quietly. Such was his intention when, behold, the angel of 
the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph, 
son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary your wife into 
your home. For it is through the Holy Spirit that this child 
has been conceived in her. She will bear a son and you are 
to name him Jesus, because he will save his people from 
their sins. ” When Joseph awoke, he did as the angel of the 
Lord had commanded him and took his wife into his home. 
(Matthew 1:16, 18-21, 24a) 
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Joseph One of the perennial problems of ordinary 
man is his recurring sense of the seeming insignificance of 
his life. So much of his life is small-time, as it were. There 
seems to be so little in his life that is of note. He has one 
short life, and he may long to make the best of it. He is 
uncertain how this is to be done and as life proceeds there 
is so much failure and seeming mediocrity in what he is 
doing and in those around him. He is surrounded by 
circumstances that deal with him inconsiderately, and 
perhaps he never gets the break that he needs and that 
others seem to get. There is so much that is puzzling and so 
many things happen to him that are not fair. And so his life 
never looks like gaining the grandeur to which, he feels in 
some obscure way, he is called. What is the sense of it? It 
is not hard to understand why it is that, in our Western 
society and culture in which the certitudes of religion have 
been eroded, a fundamental cynicism and scepticism has 
shaped much of modern philosophy. Relativism and doubt 
have sapped the strength of the modern secular mind, 
rendering it very vulnerable to doubt-free world views, 
such as (Marxism once, and now, let us say,) Islam. But in 
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fact, the Christian message brings wonderful good news to 
the Everyman of each generation. His ordinary life is 
capable of attaining a great grandeur and that grandeur is 
holiness in Christ. The Church points to the two shining 
jewels of our race as proof of the greatness that can mark 
the ordinary. It is proof that the small can be beautiful. 
Those two shining gems are Mary the mother of Christ, 
and Joseph her husband and Christ’s foster-father. Their 
lives were buried in obscurity and yet their holiness was 
greater than that of any other human persons. 

Today we celebrate the life of Joseph the husband of 
Mary. Our Gospel passage today (Matthew 1:16, 18-21, 
24a), together with its alternative (Luke 2:41-5la), describe 
a man in an obscure village in a backwater of the world, a 
man and a setting which would never have made the halls 
of fame were it not for God’s intervention. He was an 
ordinary carpenter betrothed to and in due course married 
to an ordinary young woman — ordinary in the world’s 
sense of the word. They did not do extraordinary things, 
nor were the circumstances of their lives out of the 
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ordinary. He was a working man and a husband. His 
village was not regarded particularly well, and he lived out 
his life doing what all would regard as very ordinary 
things. When Jesus returned to his native town after having 
begun his public ministry, his townspeople said of him, ‘7s 
not this the carpenter’s son and are not his (relatives) here 
with us?” Yes, Joseph lived a very “ordinary” life with all 
its frustrations, disappointments and trials. But in the midst 
of this ordinariness there was a great and extraordinary 
Presence. It was the presence of the Son of God made man. 
Moreover, in the midst of all the ordinariness, Joseph was 
growing in an extraordinary way. He was fulfilling all his 
ordinary duties in an extraordinarily holy fashion. He was 
doing all things well, such that had God his Father made 
his judgment known, he would have said of him that with 
him he was well pleased. We know this because of the 
mind and the judgment of the Church which holds Joseph 
in the highest veneration. After Mary, the Church has held 
Joseph to be the holiest of saints, great before God. 
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While we are the children of Mary the Mother of God, 
he is her husband. Joseph the husband of Mary is the 
protector of the Universal Church, and the lesson of his 
humble and ordinary life ought be an inspiration especially 
to modern secular man. Joseph teaches us the potential 
grandeur of the ordinary life. By living our ordinary life in 
the service of the unseen God in our midst we can attain 
true holiness. That holiness gives to life its grandeur. Let us 
go to Joseph and ask him to teach us how to live a life of 
dedication to God the holy Trinity and to Mary our Mother. 

-- 
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Solemnity of the Annunciation of the Lord (March 26 ) 


The Annunciation was the moment when Gabriel the 
Archangel communicated to Mary that in God’s plan she 
was to be the Mother of the Son of God. He came to ask 
her consent. Mary gave her “Fiat” (be it done), at which 
she conceived the Saviour by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
In the dialogue between her and the angel she appears so 
great and yet so humble. Through her consent, she 
participated in the redemptive work of her Son, Jesus. 

Entrance Antiphon Heb 10: 5, 7 The Lord said, as he 
entered the world: Behold, I come to do your will, O God. 

Collect O God, who willed that your Word should take 
on the reality of human flesh in the womb of the Virgin 
Mary, grant, we pray, that we, who confess our Redeemer 
to be God and man, may merit to become partakers even in 
his divine nature. Who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Isaiah 7:10-14; 8:10; Psalm 40:7-11; 

Hebrews 10:4-10; Luke 1:26-38 
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The angel Gabriel was sent from God to a town of 
Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin betrothed to a man 
named Joseph, of the house of David, and the virgin’s 
name was Mary. And coming to her, he said, “Hail, full of 
grace! The Lord is with you. ” But she was greatly troubled 
at what was said and pondered what sort of greeting this 
might be. Then the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, 
Mary, for you have found favor with God. Behold, you will 
conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall name 
him Jesus. He will be great and will be called Son of the 
Most High, and the Lord God will give him the throne of 
David his father, and he will rule over the house of Jacob 
forever, and of his Kingdom there will be no end. ’ But 
Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I have no 
relations with a man?” And the angel said to her in reply, 
“The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the 
Most High will overshadow you. Therefore the child to be 
born will be called holy, the Son of God. And behold, 
Elizabeth, your relative, has also conceived a son in her 
old age, and this is the sixth month for her who was called 
barren; for nothing will be impossible for God. ” Mary 
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said, ‘'Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord. May it be 
done to me according to your word. ” Then the angel 
departed from her. (Luke 1:26-38) 

Mary and her Child One of the most common 
institutions of societies and cultures is that of the birthday. 
On a person’s birthday, we celebrate the life and presence 
of one who is loved or venerated, be he a member of the 
family, a work colleague, a leader, or whatever. It affords 
the opportunity to express in a special way appreciation for 
a person, and on the day something of the origins and story 
of his life are remembered. And so it is altogether natural 
that both Matthew and Luke in their respective fashions 
narrate the birth of Jesus Christ. Their perspectives are 
different, but in each case an angel of the Lord is sent to 
announce the coming of the Child — in Matthew the angel 
speaks to Joseph, in Luke the angel speaks to Mary. Our 
Gospel passage from Luke on this feast of the 
Annunciation today describes the dramatic appearance of 
the angel Gabriel before the Virgin Mary to tell her, with 
the utmost respect, what God wished of her. There could 
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hardly be greater or more wonderful news than what he 
was sent to announce. The angel’s words offer an exalted 
description of the Child who in God’s plan was about to be 
conceived. Undoubtedly his utterances — and he may have 
said even more than are given here — sank deeply into the 
mind and memory of Mary, and were transmitted years 
later to Luke as he investigated the history of Christ’s 
infancy. Let us often read the words of the angel as if they 
are being told us by Mary, the one to whom they were 
addressed. Let us think of what the angel says of Christ, 
and let us pray to be able to contemplate him with love and 
understanding. 

Firstly, the angel states, the Child will be great. There 
is no qualification to this, no limit given to the word. It is a 
term of boundless implication. He is not simply to be great 
before men, nor even simply great before God. No, all that 
needs to be said is that he will be great, and it reminds us 
of how God is great. Mary, during her visit to Elizabeth 
shortly after, prays a prayer in which she proclaims the 
“greatness” of the Lord. The Lord is great, and so is the 
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Child being heralded here. He is great , and he is to be “the 
Son of the Most High”. Reading these words of the angel in 
Luke’s text years later, any Christian would have known 
what they signified. They conveyed the revelation that God 
the Son was about to become man. He will be David’s 
descendant and the inheritor of his throne, and in him the 
prophecy given to David about his everlasting kingdom 
would be fulfilled. The great Son of David was soon to be 
born, “ and he will rule over the house of Jacob forever, 
and of his Kingdom there will be no end” (Luke 1:26-38). 
God’s eternal Kingdom was on the horizon, and the King 
who would rule over it was near at hand. So as we read 
these simple and stirring words of the angel, let us like 
Mary allow them to sink deeply into our hearts, giving fruit 
to a profound faith and appreciation for Christ. But let us 
also contemplate the one to whom those words were 
addressed, for the angel himself would have contemplated 
her with respect and wonder. She was full of grace, and the 
Lord held her in utter favour. Such is the one who is 
Christ’s mother and our mother, too. 
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Let us ask the Holy Spirit to help us appreciate and 
love each of the protagonists in our Gospel scene today: the 
Christ-child, in the first instance, and then Mary our 
all-holy mother. Let us also learn to love and venerate the 
angels, and in particular our own guardian angel whom the 
Church assures us we have at our side as God’s gift. Above 
all, let us resolve to live out our lives following in the 
footsteps of Jesus and his first and greatest disciple, Mary. 

-- 
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Feast of Saint Mark, Evangelist (April 25) 

St Mark the Evangelist was the son of Mary in whose 
house Peter sought refuge after being freed from gaol. He 
aided St Paul and St Barnabas in the evangelisation of 
Cyprus. Later, Mark became the companion and secretary 
of St Peter in Rome. He wrote the second Gospel which 
presumably had St Peter for its principal source, and 
probably reflects Peter’s preaching. 

Entrance Antiphon Mk 16: 15 Go into all the world, and 
proclaim the Gospel to every creature, alleluia. 

Collect O God, who raised up Saint Mark, your 
Evangelist, and endowed him with the grace to preach the 
Gospel, grant, we pray, that we may so profit from his 
teaching as to follow faithfully in the footsteps of Christ. 
Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 1 Peter 5:5b-14; Psalm 89:2-3, 6-7, 16-17; 

Mark 16:15-20 
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Jesus appeared to the Eleven and said to them: “Go 
into the whole world and proclaim the Gospel to every 
creature. Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved; 
whoever does not believe will be condemned. These signs 
will accompany those who believe: in my name they will 
drive out demons, they will speak new languages. They will 
pick up serpents with their hands, and if they drink any 
deadly thing, it will not harm them. They will lay hands on 
the sick, and they will recover. ” Then the Lord Jesus, after 
he spoke to them, was taken up into heaven and took his 
seat at the right hand of God. But they went forth and 
preached everywhere, while the Lord worked with them 
and confirmed the word through accompanying signs. 
(Mark 16:15-20) 

The Christian mission It would be interesting to 
make a careful study of the image that most Christians, and 
in particular most Catholics, instinctively form of the 
Christian life. What immediately comes to mind, what 
occupies the imagination, when the Christian thinks of 
living as a Christian? Does he think of keeping the 
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commandments? Does he think of being at prayer? Does he 
think of the Person of Jesus and being in the company of 
Jesus? All these images are legitimate images of aspects of 
the Christian life and are certainly part of living as a 
Christian. But let us consider our Gospel scene today in 
which our Lord appears to the Eleven, his principal 
disciples and those on whom he depends most for the 
future. What does he say to them? We read that Jesus 
appeared to the Eleven and said to them: “Go into the 
whole world and proclaim the Gospel to every creature. 
Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved; whoever 
does not believe will be condemned And their response? 
“Then the Lord Jesus, after he spoke to them, was taken up 
into heaven and took his seat at the right hand of God. But 
they went forth and preached everywhere, while the Lord 
worked with them and confirmed the word through 
accompanying signs ” (Mark 16:15-20). In giving this 
mission to the Eleven, Christ was giving it to the Church 
also, and to all the Church’s members. That is to say, an 
essential component of being a disciple of Christ and of 
living as Christ would wish is to be on mission. The great 
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Pope Pius XII wrote that an essential component of the 
Christian life is engagement in the apostolate of bringing 
the knowledge and love of Christ to the world, and at the 
very least, to one’s own world of daily life and work. 

Today is the feast of St Mark, the author of the second 
Gospel. He has been traditionally called Mark the 
Evangelist because of his authorship of the Gospel, which 
in view of his ongoing association with Simon Peter, has 
often been regarded as the Gospel of St Peter. Mark gave 
his life to Christ, to being his disciple and to bringing the 
knowledge and love of him to the world of his time. He, 
together with the Apostles and the early Church, “ went 
forth and preached everywhere, while the Lord worked 
with them and confirmed the word through the 
accompanying signs ” (Mark 16:19-20). It is historically 
clear that the eventual triumph of the Christian faith over 
the Roman empire, a triumph that in no way was connected 
with the use of arms and physical force of any kind, had 
largely for its cause the simple and courageous witness of 
ordinary lay Christians in their everyday life. It was a 
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hidden witness of innumerable “little people” gradually 
leavening and spreading silently through society, amid 
recurrent violent persecutions directed at them. Christians 
present everywhere “on the ground” in society bore witness 
to Christian truth. There was only one God who was a 
Trinity of Persons, the second Person of whom became 
man to redeem mankind by his Death and Resurrection. 
This was the only divine Reality, and all other gods were 
phantoms and images with no reality, except, in some 
cases, that of being demons. For the Roman Empire it was 
a fearsome doctrine because it allowed for no other gods, 
and the Empire depended on the gods. Further, it was 
growing. It could not be conquered, and the key to its 
victory lay not in arms, not in force, not in any kind of 
imposition, not in anything other than bearing daily and 
humble witness to its truth amid the cross and suffering. It 
was a grassroots phenomenon, and it was based on love. 
All of this we think of as we think of St Mark the 
Evangelist. 
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Our world needs the Person of Christ. Every member 
of Christ’s Church must hear our Lord’s command as 
addressed to him personally: “Go into the whole world and 
proclaim the Gospel to every creature .” The key to the 
world hearing this proclamation lies in the lay Christian 
who, supported by his ordained pastors in sound guidance 
in doctrine and preaching, in spiritual life, in the 
Sacraments and in the other resources of Christ’s grace, 
bears witness to Jesus in the world in which God has 
placed him. That is his vocation and the world depends on 
it. 
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Feast of Saints Philip and Janies, Apostles (May 3) 

Like Peter and Andrew, Philip was from Bethsaida. He was 
crucified at Hierapolis in Phrygia where he had preached 
the Gospel. He introduced Bartholomew to Christ. Christ 
declared to Philip, “He who sees me sees the Father” and “I 
am in the Father and the Father is in me” (John 14: 8-9). St 
James was a cousin of our Lord. He was called James the 
Less, to distinguish him from the other James. As Bishop 
of Jerusalem, he wrote one of the epistles of the New 
Testament. St James was thrown down from the terrace of 
the Temple and then stoned to death. The names of Philip 
and James are mentioned in the Roman Canon. 

Entrance Antiphon These are the holy men whom the 
Lord chose in his own perfect love; to them he gave eternal 
glory, alleluia. 

Collect O God, who gladden us each year with the feast 
day of the Apostles Philip and James, grant us, through 
their prayers, a share in the Passion and Resurrection of 
your Only Begotten Son, so that we may merit to behold 
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you for eternity. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 1 Corinthians 15:1-8; Psalm 19:2-5; 

John 14:6-14 

Jesus said to Thomas, “I am the way and the truth 
and the life. No one comes to the Father except through 
me. If you know me, then you will also know my Father. 
From now on you do know him and have seen him. ” Philip 
said to him, “Master, show us the Father, and that will be 
enough for us. ” Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you 
for so long a time and you still do not know me, Philip? 
Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you 
say, ‘Show us the Father’? Do you not believe that I am in 
the Father and the Father is in me ? The words that I speak 
to you I do not speak on my own. The Father who dwells in 
me is doing his works. Believe me that I am in the Father 
and the Father is in me, or else, believe because of the 
works themselves. Amen, amen, I say to you, whoever 
believes in me will do the works that I do, and will do 
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greater ones than these, because I am going to the Father. 
And whatever you ask in my name, I will do, so that the 
Father may be glorified in the Son. If you ask anything of 
me in my name, I will do it. ” (John 14:6-14) 

Christ our God The foremost religious mind and 
writer of nineteenth century England was indisputably John 
JJenry Newman who, raised in an Anglican family, fell 
under Evangelical influence in his mid-teens. It converted 
him to a convinced and committed religious faith. In the 
fullness of time he went on to be the famous convert to 
Catholicism, but the Evangelical influence brought lasting 
spiritual benefits to him. One was his conversion to a 
dogmatic religion, meaning by this in the first instance a 
religion of Trinitarian dogma. On Newman’s own account 
in his Apologia it was Thomas Scott’s The Force of Truth 
that implanted in him this fundamental truth of the 
Christian religion. This book recounts Scott’s journey from 
a form of Arianism to a full acceptance of the doctrine of 
the Trinity. Scott died in his parish not long after the young 
Newman had graduated at Oxford, but Scott’s case reminds 
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us of the long and ever-recurring history of Arianism in its 
various forms. In England a notable form of it during the 
eighteenth and especially nineteenth century was 
Unitarianism. In this tradition the Person of Jesus is not 
accepted as being God from God, the divine Son of the 
divine Father, and the teaching of the Nicene Creed in 
relation to Christ is rejected. It is counted as being 
impossible for there to be three distinct Persons in the one 
God, each of whom is divine. In this particular respect it 
has much in common with Islam. Now, our Gospel passage 
today is one of several, especially in the Gospel of St John, 
which set forth our Lord’s witness to his own divine Person 
and his utterly unique relation to his Father. The 
distinguishing feature of the Christian religion is the 
acceptance of the man Jesus’s claim to be divine. Jesus 
Christ is God — not God the Father, but his only-begotten 
Son — the same God as is the Father, and as is the Spirit. 

In our prayerful consideration of the Person of Jesus 
there is much help to be drawn from a passage such as ours 
today. Our Lord speaks of his relationship with the Father, 
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and of how he is the only way to the Father. He is very 
clear on this point: “7 am the way and the truth and the life. 
No one comes to the Father except through me ” (John 
14:6-14). This point is especially important for the 
Christian to bear in mind in our times when — fortunately 
— we have a heightened appreciation of the various 
religions of the world. They have to a greater or lesser 
extent various elements of religious truth and they can 
(through the help of God) advance man’s journey towards 
God. But the Christian, in his dialogue with those of other 
faiths, brings his witness to the truth that the only way to 
actually arrive at the Father and to be truly united to him is 
in and through Jesus. If in fact a person who does not 
believe in Christ achieves a true union with God then it has 
been, unknown to him, through the grace and Person and 
work of Christ. If a Christian fails to understand or accept 
that Jesus is the only One through whom man comes to the 
Father, he has not accepted Christ’s revelation about 
himself. Christ is the way, the truth and the life for man. 
This is because, as our Lord states very clearly in our 
passage, “ Whoever has seen me has seen the Father .” 
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Christ is not the same person as the Father, but is the same 
one and only God as is the Father, and is his full revelation 
and image. Our Lord continues, “77ze words that I speak to 
you I do not speak on my own. The Father who dwells in 
me is doing his works. Believe me that I am in the Father 
and the Father is in me’\ The Church in her Creeds, in the 
teaching of her Councils, and in her constant ordinary 
teaching spells out the doctrine of Scripture that Jesus 
Christ is divine. 

In our daily prayer over the Gospels and especially, if 
it is possible, before the Eucharistic Jesus, let us repeat 
over and over in our hearts before Christ the words Thomas 
uttered in the presence of the risen Jesus, “My Lord and my 
Godr Jesus Christ is the Lord of the universe, and all 
authority in heaven and on earth has been given to him. He 
is the Lord of lords and the King of kings. 

-- 
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Feast of Saint Matthias, Apostle (May 14) 

After the ascension of our Lord, St Peter proposed that the 
disciples elect an apostle in place of Judas Iscariot. The 
choice was Matthias, who joined the other Eleven. He had 
been with them, we are told in the Acts, from the beginning 
of the public ministry. It seems that he worked for the 
Faith in Palestine, and later was stoned to death. We are 
reminded that our Christian faith is a gratuitous gift of God 
to which we should respond with fidelity and gratitude. St 
Matthias the apostle died perhaps about 64 AD. 

Entrance Antiphon John 15:16 It was not you who chose 
me, says the Lord, but I who chose you and appointed you 
to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last (E.T. alleluia). 

Collect O God, who assigned Saint Matthias a place in the 
college of Apostles, grant us, through his intercession, that, 
rejoicing at how your love has been allotted to us, we may 
merit to be numbered among the elect. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 
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Scripture today : Acts 1:15-17, 20-26; Psalm 113:1-8; 

John 15:9-17 

Jesus said to his disciples: “As the Father loves me, 
so I also love you. Remain in my love. If you keep my 
commandments, you will remain in my love, just as I have 
kept my Father’s commandments and remain in his love. “I 
have told you this so that my joy might be in you and your 
joy might be complete. This is my commandment: love one 
another as I love you. No one has greater love than this, to 
lay down one’s life for one’s friends. You are my friends if 
you do what I command you. I no longer call you slaves, 
because a slave does not know what his master is doing. I 
have called you friends, because I have told you everything 
I have heard from my Father. It was not you who chose me, 
but I who chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit 
that will remain, so that whatever you ask the Father in my 
name he may give you. This I command you: love one 
another. ” (John 15:9-17) 

Christ’s friendship It is a great advance in 

education at both secondary and tertiary levels that there is 
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so much study of the religions of mankind. There is plenty 
of opportunity to study Christianity, Judaism, Islam, 
Buddhism, and other religions including those of the 
various indigenous peoples of the world such as in Africa, 
Melanesia, Australia, and the Americas. This study assists 
in the understanding of man, his culture and society, and it 
promotes respect for the conscience of others. It also helps 
us to appreciate the testimony of mankind that there is the 
Divine, an Absolute, giving meaning to life and calling 
man to worship. Because of the range of conflicting 
positions among religions there is also a danger that needs 
to be recognized by both the student and the educator. It is 
that of gradually assuming that in religion there is no 
absolutely objective truth nor is there objective error. 
Religious truth is simply, one can come to assume, 
whatever each person happens to be convinced of, and so 
one religion is as good as another in terms of its truth and 
saving effectiveness. The philosophical unsoundness of 
this ought be clear but we are speaking here of 
assumptions, and assumptions can be hidden from view. 
On the other hand, for the Christian a knowledge of other 
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religions can help to throw into strong relief the distinctive 
character of Christ, his teaching and the divine religion he 
revealed. Well now, let us notice what is a very distinctive 
feature of Christianity evident in our Gospel passage today 
(John 15:9-17). While Buddha, Mahomet, Zoroaster and 
other great founders continue to have their many disciples 
down through the centuries, as far as I am aware their 
adherents do not regard themselves as having been 
personally chosen by the unseen founder himself to follow 
him and to be personally loved by him day by day in an 
intimate friendship. 

But that is exactly what happens in the Christian 
religion. What Christ says to his disciples in our Gospel 
text today the Church has always understood to apply to 
each of Christ’s faithful from age to age everywhere. Let 
us listen to Christ’s words, knowing that they are directed 
to each of us who are his disciples and members of the 
Church which he founded on the Apostles. “As the Father 
loves me, so I also love you. Remain in my love. If you keep 
my commandments, you will remain in my love, just as I 
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have kept my Father’s commandments and remain in his 
love.” The Christian is not just an adherent to the doctrine 
and the commandments of Christ, even though this is 
essential if he is to be Christ’s disciple and friend. No, the 
Christian is one who abides in the loving friendship of 
Christ. Christ is his living friend. The Christian is not just 
one who submits to the doctrine of Christ as might a totally 
loyal servant or even a slave. He has been chosen by Christ 
to be his friend who shares his life. “/ no longer call you 
slaves, because a slave does not know what his master is 
doing. I have called you friends, because I have told you 
everything I have heard from my Father. It was not you 
who chose me, but I who chose you and appointed you to 
go and bear fruit that will remain ” (John 15:9-17). Though 
the Christian lives some two thousand years after the life 
and death and resurrection of his Master, he knows that the 
Master lives in all his human and divine reality. This living 
Jesus has chosen and invited him to be his friend and to 
share with him the work of saving not only himself but the 
world. Just as the disciples to whom our Lord spoke the 
words of our Gospel today were chosen by him to be his 
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friends and to enter with him into the work he had been 
given to do, so the Christian now and in every age knows 
that the living Jesus has likewise chosen him and continues 
to choose him. 

The Christian religion is above all a personal 
friendship with One who is living and ever so near, though 
unseen. The founder and sustainer of the Christian religion 
is himself the object of that religion. He does not just point 
to God as did Zoroaster, Mahomet, Buddha (however they 
conceived and imagined him). No, he himself is God. He is 
the Way to the Father, the Truth about God and the Life of 
God. He has chosen us at our baptism to be his personal 
friend. Let us live out our lives in a way worthy of and 
consistent with this marvellous friendship. 

-- 
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Our Lady Help of Christians (May 24) 


In Australia In 1844 at the First Provincial Synod of 
Sydney, Our Lady Help of Christians was chosen as the 
patroness of Australia. In her maternal love Mary cares for 
the brethren of her Son who still journey on their earthly 
pilgrimage towards heaven amid dangers and trials. She is 
their model, mother and powerful help. 

Entrance Antiphon Canticle 6:10 Who is this arising 
like the dawn, fair as the moon, resplendent as the sun, 
terrible as an army with banners. 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, who placed the love 
of Our Lady, Help of Christians in the hearts of those who 
brought the Catholic faith to these shores, grant, through 
her intercession, wisdom to our leaders and integrity to our 
citizens, so that, under her protection, Australia may know 
harmony, justice and peace. Through our Lord. 

or 
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O God, who chose the Virgin Mary to he the Mother of 
your Only Begotten Son, the light of the world, grant, 
through her intercession, that the radiance of Christ may 
shine over this land, guiding us in the way of justice and 
love. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives 
and reigns with you in unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, 
for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Genesis 3: 1-15,20; Ephesians 3: 14-19; 

Luke 8:19-21 

Then his mother and his brothers came to him but 
were unable to join him because of the crowd. He was told, 
"Your mother and your brothers are standing outside and 
they wish to see you." He said to them in reply, "My mother 
and my brothers are those who hear the word of God and 
act on it." (Luke 8:19-21) 

Mary our help Some forms of Christianity have 
insisted that inasmuch as Christ is our mediator and 
intercessor with God our Lather, no other intercessor ought 
be invoked, for such a person would replace Christ. That is 
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to say, no person in heaven other than the Saviour ought be 
turned to for help in our prayers to the Father. It is utterly 
unnecessary and not according to the saving plan of God, 
for no one comes to the Father but through him — so this 
position would have it. But in the perennial understanding 
of the Church this is a distortion. In the plan of God we 
have many helpers aiding us by their prayers. Consider the 
Old Testament figure of Tobit — to take merely one 
example — and how he was helped by Raphael, “ one of the 
seven angels always ready to enter the presence of the 
glory of God.” What did the archangel Raphael tell Tobit? 
“It was I who offered your supplications before the glory of 
the Lord and who read them” In the Gospels we see 
friends interceding with our Lord to help others. To take 
but one example, consider the wedding feast of Cana and 
how powerful was Mary’s discreet intervention in bringing 
before our Lord the fact that they had run out of wine. On 
the cross the dying Christ entrusted his own mother to his 
beloved disciple, saying to her that there before her now 
was her new son. The Church has always understood this 
as being Christ’s gift of his mother to his Church and to all 
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his disciples. She was being asked by him to help all his 
brothers as their common mother. She is now our helper in 
heaven, the queen mother, mother of the King of kings and 
Lord of lords. Consider the love which Christ in heaven 
continues to have for his incomparable mother, and how 
great his joy in seeing any of us his brothers turn to her just 
as he himself so often turned to her while here on earth! 
She, Mary the mother of Christ and the mother and model 
of the Church, is the perpetual help of Christians. 

If Mary who is our help solved the problem of the 
lack of wine at the wedding feast of Cana by her petition, is 
there any problem she cannot help us in with her prayers? 
Is there any problem too trivial or too great? I once 
watched an interview with a wife and mother who had a 
strong devotion to Mary, mother of perpetual help (Our 
Lady of Perpetual Succour). She told of how her 
debilitating multiple sclerosis was suddenly and entirely 
healed following her prayer to Mary. Pope after pope has 
urged on the entire Church a filial devotion to Mary our 
help. Every time we say the Hail Mary, we ask holy Mary, 
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mother of God, to pray for us now and at the hour of our 
death. We ask her to help us with her prayers. Christ is our 
Intercessor at the right hand of the Father, and he is 
continually helping us with his all-powerful prayer, 
especially at Mass which is his intercessory prayer here on 
earth par excellence. Mary his mother prays with him, in 
him and in his name, and adds her powerful intercession to 
our own. At important times in history the Popes and the 
Christian people have turned to her for her aid. In the 
sixteenth century, Islam was an immense threat to Europe, 
and had it conquered Europe all would have been brought 
under its rule and Islamicized. In a real sense it was the 
Church and in particular the papacy which saved European 
society, religion and civilization. The Pope (St Pius V) 
cajoled and united some principal Christian forces and 
initiated a powerful stream of prayer to Mary help of 
Christians throughout the Catholic world. The Christian 
forces with its badge of Mary joined battle with the fleet of 
Islam at Lepanto and the result was a most signal victory 
for the Christians. It marked the beginning of the slow 
decline of military Islam. Back in Rome there was no 
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doubt in the mind of the Pope that the victory had been the 
work of our Lady, the help of Christians. 

Today is the feast of our Lady help of Christians. She 
the queen mother, she the mother of the Lord Jesus, she the 
mother of God made man, has been given to us to be our 
mother and our help. By our baptism we are in Christ, and 
being in Christ we are united to Mary who is supremely in 
Christ. Let us be truly devoted to her as Christ her divine 
son is devoted to her. Let us entrust ourselves to her help 
both now and at the hour of our death. 

-- 
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Feast of the Visitation of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
(May 31) 

This feast is celebrated between the solemnity of the 
Annunciation of the Lord and the birth of John the Baptist, 
in conformity with the Gospel accounts. The visitation is 
the encounter between Mary and her kinswoman Elizabeth, 
the mother of St John the Baptist. Mary’s “Magnificat” is 
another testimony of her humility and greatness before 
God. JJer readiness to serve Elizabeth is a good lesson on 
fraternal charity. 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 66 (65): 16 Come and hear, 
all who fear God; I will tell what the Lord did for my soul 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, who, while the 
Blessed Virgin Mary was carrying your Son in her womb, 
inspired her to visit Elizabeth, grant us, we pray, that, 
faithful to the promptings of the Spirit, we may magnify 
your greatness with the Virgin Mary at all times. Through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with 
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you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. 

Scripture today : Zephaniah 3:14-18a or Romans 12:9-16; 

Isaiah 12:2-6; Luke 1:39-56 

Mary set out and travelled to the hill country in haste 
to a town of Judah, where she entered the house of 
Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. When Elizabeth heard 
Mary’s greeting, the infant leaped in her womb, and 
Elizabeth, filled with the Holy Spirit, cried out in a loud 
voice and said, “Most blessed are you among women, and 
blessed is the fruit of your womb. And how does this 
happen to me, that the mother of my Lord should come to 
me? For at the moment the sound of your greeting reached 
my ears, the infant in my womb leaped for joy. Blessed are 
you who believed that what was spoken to you by the Lord 
would be fulfilled. ” And Mary said: “My soul proclaims 
the greatness of the Lord; my spirit rejoices in God my 
Saviour, for he has looked with favour on his lowly servant. 
From this day all generations will call me blessed: the 
Almighty has done great things for me, and holy is his 
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Name. He has mercy on those who fear him in every 
generation. He has shown the strength of his arm, he has 
scattered the proud in their conceit. He has cast down the 
mighty from their thrones, and has lifted up the lowly. He 
has filled the hungry with good things, and the rich he has 
sent away empty. He has come to the help of his servant 
Israel for he has remembered his promise of mercy, the 
promise he made to our fathers, to Abraham and his 
children for ever. ” Mary remained with her about three 
months and then returned to her home. (Luke 1:39-56) 

Mary’s prayer Various prayers are given in the 
Holy Scriptures. There is the book of the Psalms, there are 
the prayers of various prophets and holy personages in the 
Old Testament, and there are various prayers given to us in 
the New Testament. Pride of place is occupied by the 
Prayer of the Lord Jesus which he gave to the disciples 
when they asked him to teach them to pray. Now, after the 
prayers of the Lord himself — prayers he himself prayed, 
and the Prayer that he taught to his disciples — we ought 
surely rank very highly indeed the prayer of the mother of 
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the Lord. We have her prayer given to us by Luke in the 
gospel passage of today in which he describes her visit to 
her kinswoman Elizabeth. Of course, he must have 
received it from the Virgin Mary herself. I have my own 
personal theory which of course is pure speculation. I 
suspect that this prayer of Mary, which we traditionally call 
the Magnificat (from the first word of the prayer in the 
Latin), was one of her life-long prayers. Perhaps Mary 
gradually formed elements of it during her childhood and 
youth as a result of her reading of the Scriptures. Elements 
of it may have come from her holy parents. It may have 
been a prayer of her inspired devising and which 
powerfully came to its completion on the occasion of her 
Visitation. It may have left an indelible imprint on her 
memory and she was led to make it a life-long prayer. 
Perhaps she gave it to Luke when she told him of her visit 
to Elizabeth. Whatever of those surmises, it is a very 
special passage in the New Testament. It gives us the 
prayer of Mary the Mother of God following soon upon the 
Incarnation. It summarizes in broad strokes the saving 
action of God in the Scriptures to that point and praises 
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him for what he has done and for what he is like. It tells us 
how this uniquely privileged soul looked on the God of 
revelation. Many of the psalms are prayers of praise. This 
prayer has to be regarded as the greatest of them, if only in 
view of its author. 

Let us then consider Mary’s description of what the 
Lord God is like. God is the Lord. That is to say, he is the 
Lord God of Israel and she proclaims his greatness. Long 
before Islam, Mary and the prophets who preceded her 
proclaimed that God is great. God is great! This great God 
is her Saviour, and he has looked upon her who is his lowly 
handmaid. She describes herself as the lowly servant of the 
Lord God of Israel. He is the powerful One and does great 
things. There is nothing that he cannot do, and the great 
things which he does he does for the lowly, having done 
great things for her. He is holy, and all through the 
Scriptures the Lord God is described as the Holy One who 
asks of his people that they be holy. He expects goodness 
of those who belong to him, for he is good. Our Lord 
would say to one questioner that no one is good but God 
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alone. Mary looks upon God as the One who is holy and 
good. His greatness, his power and his goodness are 
manifested in his mercy for those who fear him: “He has 
mercy on those who fear him in every generation. ” While 
he is merciful to those who fear and acknowledge him, he 
resists and indeed overthrows the proud of heart. So he is a 
God who saves and a God who judges. He is strong for the 
humble and strong against the proud. Thrones cannot resist 
him, and the lowly find in him their salvation. “He has 
filled the hungry with good things, and the rich he has sent 
away empty. He has come to the help of his servant Israel 
for he has remembered his promise of mercy, the promise 
he made to our fathers, to Abraham and his children for 
ever ” (Luke 1:39-56). Mary loves and venerates the Lord 
God of Israel and in very simple terms she praises and 
thanks him for all he has done for her and for her people. 
Its simplicity points towards the simplicity of the Lord’s 
prayer, and in a sense (so much like the psalms) it 
encapsulates the sweep of Revelation. God is a God rich in 
mercy and by his almighty power he saves. 
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As Mary prophesied in her prayer of today, all 
generations have called her blessed and will continue to do 
so. She is the Blessed Virgin Mary, the mother of God 
made man. She is our mother in Christ and our unfailing 
help. Let us pray to her that she help us with her prayers 
now and at the hour of our death. Let us entrust ourselves 
to her entirely, asking that by her motherly prayer and 
constant example she form us into the likeness of her Son 
who is our Saviour and hers. 

-- 
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Memorial of Saint Barnabas Apostle (June 11) 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Acts 11: 24 Blessed is this holy 
man, who was worthy to be numbered among the Apostles, 
for he was a good man, filled with the Holy Spirit and with 
faith. 

Collect O God, who decreed that Saint Barnabas, a man 
filled with faith and the Holy Spirit, should be set apart to 
convert the nations, grant that the Gospel of Christ, which 
he strenuously preached, may be faithfully proclaimed by 
word and by deed. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your 
Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts ll:21b-26; 13:1-3; Psalm98:l-6; 

Matthew 5:1-12 

When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain, 
and after he had sat down, his disciples came to him. He 
began to teach them, saying: “Blessed are the poor in 
spirit, for theirs is the Kingdom of heaven. Blessed are they 
who mourn, for they will be comforted. Blessed are the 
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meek, for they will inherit the land. Blessed are they who 
hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be 
satisfied. Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown 
mercy. Blessed are the clean of heart, for they will see 
God. Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called 
children of God. Blessed are they who are persecuted for 
the sake of righteousness, for theirs is the Kingdom of 
heaven. Blessed are you when they insult you and 
persecute you and utter every kind of evil against you 
falsely because of me. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward 
will be great in heaven. Thus they persecuted the prophets 
who were before you. ” (Matthew 5:1-12) 

Our Teacher It is a common position among 
atheists that religion is one of the sources of evil in the 
world. For them, religion does not bring blessings and true 
happiness. Karl Marx would have it that religion is an 
opiate of the masses — it drugs them into stoically putting 
up with injustices and an impossibly futile life with the 
thought of a pie in the sky. Richard Dawkins of Oxford 
considered religion to be a massive delusion which also 
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perpetrates crime. It is the God Delusion. Behind all these 
starkly contrasting positions, there is the cry of man for 
happiness and his puzzlement as to how it is to be found. 
There never has been a consensus on this, except that the 
voice of mankind has without question pointed to the 
Divine Beyond as holding a key to human joy. That is to 
say, wWhatever be the view of this or that scientist or 
philosopher, the great stream of mankind has been 
convinced that somehow happiness is connected with the 
powers above. Man’s understanding of the connection is 
clouded and his beliefs as to how happiness comes in and 
through religion have more than often been hopelessly 
flawed. But in the main — except for the anomaly of 
modern (Western) secularism — there never has been a 
general doubt that happiness cannot be separated from 
religion. Man knows in his heart that the man of authentic 
religion is blessed and that happiness will be his. But the 
question is, what religion is it that will bring this 
blessedness, for clearly so many do not possess it. We 
need a Master and a Guide, a Teacher of religion who will 
bring the happiness to which man aspires and is clearly 
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called. That Master and Guide, that teacher of the things of 
God, that bearer of happiness is Jesus Christ. In him is to 
be found every heavenly blessing, and so we look to him to 
know how man will be blessed. In our Gospel today we 
are offered our Lord’s key for happiness. It is very 
different from the key proposed by the world. 

In our passage today, our Lord sends his disciples out 
with the answer to happiness. The answer comes with the 
arrival of the kingdom of heaven, and this kingdom has for 
its charter the Beatitudes. Let us pause to consider this. In 
the Beatitudes, our Lord speaks in terms of the joy and 
happiness this kingdom will bring to man. Of course we 
do not commit ourselves to God and his service in order 
simply to be happy because that would be a form of self¬ 
worship. But worshipping, loving and serving God will 
bring us happiness in the process, and it is Christ who 
reveals the religion that will do this. The kingdom of 
heaven is the kingdom of the Beatitudes. What does this 
mean? Our Lord tells us that the poor in spirit, the meek, 
those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, the merciful, 
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the clean of heart, and those who are persecuted for 
righteousness and for the sake of him, will be the truly 
happy and blessed ones. What is to be our perspective on 
this, what unifying light gives to the Beatitudes their 
meaning? St Paul writes in his letters (1 Corinthians 2:16; 
Philippians 2:5) that we are to put on the mind of Christ. 
Let this mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus , he tells us. 
The Beatitudes unfold before us the mind of Christ. Christ, 
in promising us happiness if we follow the way of the 
Beatitudes, is promising us a share in his own happiness. 
By being his disciples in truth — which means living the 
Beatitudes — we shall share in his joy both here and 
hereafter. Therefore, we should understand every one of 
the Beatitudes as a revelation of the mind and heart of 
Christ. To consider and understand properly the poor in 
spirit, we look to Christ. In contemplating the meek, or the 
one who hungers and thirsts for righteousness, or the 
merciful, or the clean of heart or the one persecuted for 
righteousness and the gospel, and indeed all of these 
together, we look to the Person of Christ. He is the 
embodiment of each of the Beatitudes, and in committing 
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ourselves to live them we are in effect committing 
ourselves to the imitation of Christ. 

In our Gospel today for the Memorial of St Barnabas 
we contemplate our Lord sending his disciples out to 
announce the coming of the kingdom of heaven: “As you 
go, proclaim this message: ‘The kingdom of heaven has 
come near The kingdom of heaven is life in Jesus Christ, 
and that means a life living the Beatitudes. When the 
Christian embraces the Beatitudes he is deciding to come 
to Christ and learn from him. Christ is meek and humble 
of heart, and in him we shall find rest for our souls. His 
yoke is easy and his burden light. It is this for which St 
Barnabas devoted himself. Let us be assured that if we 
take Christ for our Teacher and truly make our own the 
religion he revealed and established in the Church his 
body, then happiness will be ours. As he said, it will bring 
a hundredfold in this life — not without persecutions — 
and eternal life in the next. 

-- 
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The Vigil of the Nativity of St John the Baptist (June 
23) 

Entrance Antiphon : Luke 1: 15.14 He will be great in the 
sight of the Lord and will be filled with the Holy Spirit, 
even from his mother’s womb; and many will rejoice at his 
birth. 

Collect : Grant, we pray, almighty God, that your family 
may walk in the way of salvation and, attentive to what 
Saint John the Precursor urged, may come safely to the 
One he foretold, our Lord Jesus Christ. Who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Jeremiah 1: 4-10; Psalm 70; 

1 Peter 1: 8-12; Luke 1:5-17 

In the time of Herod king of Judea there was a priest 
named Zechariah, who belonged to the priestly division of 
Abijah; his wife Elizabeth was also a descendant of Aaron. 
Both of them were upright in the sight of God, observing 
all the Lord’s commandments and regulations blamelessly. 
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But they had no children, because Elizabeth was barren; 
and they were both well on in years. Once when 
Zechariah’s division was on duty and he was serving as 
priest before God, he was chosen by lot, according to the 
custom of the priesthood, to go into the temple of the Lord 
and burn incense. And when the time for the burning of 
incense came, all the assembled worshippers were praying 
outside. Then an angel of the Lord appeared to him, 
standing at the right side of the altar of incense. When 
Zechariah saw him, he was startled and was gripped with 
fear. But the angel said to him: Do not be afraid, 
Zechariah; your prayer has been heard. Your wife 
Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you are to give him the 
name John. He will be a joy and delight to you, and many 
will rejoice because of his birth, for he will be great in the 
sight of the Lord. He is never to take wine or other 
fermented drink, and he will be filled with the Holy Spirit 
even from birth. Many of the people of Israel will he bring 
back to the Lord their God. And he will go on before the 
Lord, in the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of 
the fathers to their children and the disobedient to the 
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wisdom of the righteous — to make ready a people 
prepared for the Lord. (Luke 1: 5-17) 

The Baptist There are various personages in history 
with the title of “great.” Some were truly great, others 
dubiously so — Pompey is “Pompey the Great,” as is, 
nearly two centuries before him, Antiochus (the Great). 
More usefully, there are saints who picked up the title of 
“great” — Saint Leo the Great and Saint Gregory the Great 
were both great popes of the first millennium AD. Saint 
Albert the Great was a thirteenth-century Dominican priest, 
bishop, outstanding scholar and teacher of Saint Thomas 
Aquinas. Some have been choosing to call Pope St John 
Paul II as “Great.” It is not a title which is formally 
conferred — it seems to be suggested, taken up, becomes 
popular, gathers momentum and passes into common 
historical parlance. It is obviously due to luck that some 
acquire the title, and it certainly does not mean that these 
“greats” are greater than all those without the title. Neither 
Thomas Aquinas, nor Bonaventure, nor for that matter 
Augustine centuries before them, nor Aristotle nor Plato 
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centuries before him, gained the title. Most tellingly of all, 
(if one may say so with deep respect) not even Jesus Christ, 
the greatest person of all time, has acquired the title. All 
this aside, it is an altogether different matter when God 
pronounces someone to be “great” — the angel Gabriel 
declared to Mary that her son Jesus would be “great” (Luke 
1:32). The same angel announced to Zechariah that his son 
“will be ... great in the sight of the Lord.” So before he 
was born, heaven declared that John would be “ great ”, not 
just in the sight of men, but “in the sight of the Lord.” We 
do note a difference from Jesus Christ: Jesus is simply and 
absolutely “great”, while John is “great in the sight of the 
Lord.” That aside, this is real greatness, and not just the 
ephemeral greatness of the world, which at times has given 
the title to men guilty, as we might regard it, even of 
crimes against humanity. 

Indeed, the greatness of John the Baptist was 
confirmed by Jesus Christ himself: “But what went you out 
to see? A prophet? Yea, I say to you, and more than a 
prophet. This is he of whom it is written: Behold, I send 
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my angel before thy face, who shall prepare thy way before 
thee. For I say to you: Amongst those that are born of 
women, there is none greater than John the Baptist'’ (Luke 
7:24-28). But now, the angel Gabriel declares more about 
John the Baptist: “ He is never to take wine or other 
fermented drink, and he will be filled with the Holy Spirit 
even from birth ” (Luke 1: 5-17). His life would be noted 
for its penitence, but especially noteworthy was the fact 
that “ he will be filled with the Holy Spirit even from his 
birth ” — the prophets before him had been endowed with 
the gift of the Holy Spirit at a certain time of life. Moses 
had the Spirit of God, but from his manhood — and 
presumably from his call at Horeb (Exodus 3:1) with the 
command of God to go back to Egypt (Exodus 4:19). The 
Spirit of God came to David on being anointed King by 
Samuel, and to many others over the course of the history 
of the chosen people. But in John’s case, the Spirit of God 
filled him from before his birth. Clearly, this occurred 
when the Virgin Mary arrived, and “the child leaped ” in 
the womb of Elizabeth his mother, and Elizabeth herself 
“was filled with the Holy Spirit ’ (Luke 1: 41). The 
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tradition of the Church has always held that John led a 
superlatively holy life, crowned with martyrdom in his 
early thirties. He was great in holiness, and great in his 
mission. The angel tells us of his mission: “ Many of the 
people of Israel will he bring back to the Lord their God. 
And he will go on before the Lord, in the spirit and power 
of Elijah, to turn the hearts of the fathers to their children 
and the disobedient to the wisdom of the righteous — to 
make ready a people prepared for the Lord A 

So he would be of the stature of Elijah, the great 
Elijah who turned back the onward roll of the worship of 
Ba’al among the chosen people (1 Kings 18). Indeed, he 
was greater. Elijah appeared with Moses during Christ’s 
Transfiguration, conversing about his “passing” that he was 
to accomplish in Jerusalem. Christ confirmed that John 
was the Elijah who was to return (Matthew 17: 13). John’s 
mission was great: he would make ready a people for the 
coming of the Lord, God incarnate, Jesus Christ. As we 
think of the birth of John the Baptist, let us think of the 
mission each of us has received by the gift of the Holy 
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Spirit at our baptism. We are called to live in Christ, and 
to bear witness to him before others. Let us take 
inspiration from John the Baptist! 

-- 
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The Nativity Of Saint John The Baptist (June 24) 

Entrance Antiphon Jn 1: 6-7; Lk 1: 17 A man was sent 
from God, whose name was John. He came to testify to the 
light, to prepare a people fit for the Lord. 

Collect O God, who raised up Saint John the Baptist to 
make ready a nation fit for Christ the Lord, give your 
people, we pray, the grace of spiritual joys and direct the 
hearts of all the faithful into the way of salvation and 
peace. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives 
and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Isaiah 49:1-6; Psalm 139:lb-3, 13-15; 

Acts 13:22-26; Luke 1:57-66, 80 

When the time arrived for Elizabeth to have her child 
she gave birth to a son. Her neighbours and relatives 
heard that the Lord had shown his great mercy toward her, 
and they rejoiced with her. When they came on the eighth 
day to circumcise the child, they were going to call him 
Zechariah after his father, but his mother said in reply, 
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“No. He will be called John. ” But they answered her, 
“There is no one among your relatives who has this 
name. ” So they made signs, asking his father what he 
wished him to be called. He asked for a tablet and wrote, 
“John is his name, ” and all were amazed. Immediately his 
mouth was opened, his tongue freed, and he spoke blessing 
God. Then fear came upon all their neighbours, and all 
these matters were discussed throughout the hill country of 
Judea. All who heard these things took them to heart, 
saying, “What, then, will this child be?” For surely the 
hand of the Lord was with him. (Luke 1: 57-66, 80) 

John In each of the Gospels, John the Baptist is 
presented as the one who was called by God to announce 
the coming of the Messiah and to prepare the people to 
receive him. During his public ministry our Lord referred 
to John as a great and holy prophet, and the people also 
accepted him as such. On one occasion when challenged by 
the religious leaders as to his identity, our Lord appealed to 
the testimony of John the Baptist about him. This silenced 
the leaders because they knew that the people accepted 
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John as a prophet. As did the authors of the other Gospels, 
so too St Luke, in writing his, acknowledged the eminence 
of John the Baptist in the unfolding of God’s salvific plan. 
In searching for the facts of his Gospel history, Luke 
narrated significant details that associated John with our 
Lord — not only in the inauguration of our Lord’s public 
ministry, but in the inauguration of our Lord’s very life too. 
John was a great prophet whose birth was predicted by the 
angel of God only a little before the annunciation of the 
birth of Jesus. Through his mother Elizabeth, John was a 
relative of both the Virgin Mary and her son Jesus Christ 
himself. In his mother’s womb he was made holy at the 
coming of Mary who bore in her womb the unborn 
Redeemer. At Mary’s arrival bearing the Christ-child, the 
JJoly Spirit filled the soul of the unborn John, and inspired 
his mother Elizabeth to utter her words of praise of the 
Virgin Mary her young kinswoman. St Luke tells us that 
the hand of the Lord was with him as he grew up, and in 
some way he lived for God in the wilderness preparing for 
his mission which in due course was revealed to him (Luke 
1:57-66, 80). We read of other prophets in the Old 
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Testament who were called to their work at a certain point 
in their lives, but John was chosen and sanctified from 
before his very birth. In life, he must have attained a very 
high holiness and he had great impact on the numbers who 
came to him. We read in the Acts of the Apostles how, on 
his missionary journeys, Paul encountered disciples of John 
the Baptist who were unaware of his witness to Jesus. 

The point here is that today we celebrate a great saint, 
a great prophet who in his own person and work gave to 
the Old Testament its climax in witnessing to the promised 
Messiah. John was the last, the greatest and the holiest of 
the prophets, and in him the holiness of the Old Testament 
reached its crescendo. His precise identification of the 
Person of Jesus as the promised One gave to the long 
revelation that preceded him its specific meaning. The 
prophets before John prophesied a redemptive mission for 
God’s chosen people. In and through this people “< 2 // the 
families of the earth ” would be blessed by God in the 
fullness of time. A Messiah was coming, and various 
features of his figure were hinted at and outlined. We think 
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of the Suffering Servant of the later parts of the Book of 
Isaiah. We think of the glorious figure of the Son of Man in 
the Book of Daniel. We think of the predictions of the 
future offspring of David and how in him the throne of 
David would never end. We think of the future Prophet 
referred to by Moses in the Book of Deuteronomy. All 
were to listen to him. We think of the coming Shepherd 
whom God would raise up to care for his people. We think 
of the new covenant and the new heart of flesh for the 
chosen people prophesied in the Book of Jeremiah. But 
these predictions were not precise in their delineation. It 
was John who made them precise. He pointed to Jesus as 
the one who would fulfil all the prophecies and 
expectations of God’s chosen people. In this he will forever 
be an outstanding model for every Christian. By his 
personal holiness and the fulfilment of his God-given 
vocation to give glory to Christ, he is our model. We look 
at John and he tells us to look at the Person of Jesus. The 
Gospels preserve the record of that witness to Jesus as the 
Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world, as the 
One who would baptize with the Holy Spirit and with fire, 
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and as One who, while he followed after John, was before 
him. He is the One whose sandals John himself was not 
worthy to undo. John's holy life gave total credibility to 
that witness. So, in thinking of John we pass on to think 
immediately of the Person of Jesus, and his witness to 
Jesus is the sign of a true saint. He gave glory to Jesus and 
led men to Jesus. 

Let us think of the One for whom John the Baptist 
received his holiness and his mission: Jesus. Jesus is the 
Messiah, true God and true man. He is God the Son and is 
the same in being and nature as the Father. He is a man like 
us in all things except sin and is the Redeemer and Saviour 
of the world. He is the One we must live for and bear 
witness to in all the duties and events of everyday life. It is 
by a life of integrity, consistency and love for Jesus that, 
like John the Baptist, we too shall be able to give effective 
witness to Christ, the glorious Redeemer of man. 

-- 
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Vigil Mass of St. Peter and St. Paul (June 28) 

Entrance Antiphon : Peter the Apostle, and Paul the 
teacher of the Gentiles, these have taught us your law, O 
Lord. 

Collect : Grant, we pray, O Lord our God, that we may be 
sustained by the intercession of the blessed Apostles Peter 
and Paul, that, as through them you gave your Church the 
foundations of her heavenly office, so through them you 
may help her to eternal salvation. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts3:l-10; Ps 18:2-5; Galat. 1:11-20; 

John 21:15-19 

When they had finished eating, Jesus said to Simon 
Peter, “Simon son of John, do you love me more than 
these? ” ”Yes, Lord, ” he said, “you know that I love you. ” 
Jesus said, “Feed my lambs. ” Again Jesus said, “Simon 
son of John, do you love me?” Fie answered, “Yes, Lord, 
you know that I love you. ” Jesus said, “Take care of my 
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sheep. ” The third time he said to him, “Simon son of John, 
do yon love me? ” Peter was hurt because Jesus asked him 
the third time, “Do you love me? ” He said, “Lord, you 
know all things; you know that I love you. ” Jesus said, 
“Feed my sheep. Very truly I tell you, when you were 
younger you dressed yourself and went where you wanted; 
but when you are old you will stretch out your hands, and 
someone else will dress you and lead you where you do not 
want to go. ” Jesus said this to indicate the kind of death 
by which Peter would glorify God. Then he said to him, 
“Follow me!” (John 21:15-19). 

Love for Christ When we look at the Scripture texts 
for the feast of Saints Peter and Paul, the emphasis is 
weighted towards Saint Peter: the Gospel passages for the 
vigil and for the day both feature Christ’s words to Simon 
Peter. Of course, the Feast Day itself sets forth the 
greatness of both Apostles, one who was the Rock of the 
Church, the other the great Apostle, though not one of the 
Twelve. Because of the composition of the New 
Testament and its inclusion of many of Paul’s Letters, St 
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Paul looms large in the Church’s consciousness. The Acts 
of the Apostles (mainly about the ministry of St Paul) and 
the Letters of St Paul (if we exclude the Letter to the 
Hebrews) constitute not far short of 40% of the New 
Testament. St Paul was an extraordinary convert of the 
risen Jesus. He himself claimed to have worked harder 
than any of the other Apostles (1 Corinthians 15:10) — 
although one would not have to take this absolutely 
literally because, well, how could St Paul himself have 
known? For example, it is virtually established by 
immemorial tradition that Thomas the Apostle reached 
India and was martyred there — buried, it seems, at 
Mylapur on the Coromandel Coast of India. His relics 
were later translated to Edessa. But how hard Thomas 
must have worked! What would Paul have known of the 
activities of that Apostle at the end of the world? Indeed, 
the thought of the zeal of St Paul ought to lead us to 
remember the zeal of the other Apostles. Nicephorus (H.E. 
11:39), relying upon early writers, states that St Andrew, the 
brother of Simon Peter (John 1: 40), preached in 
Cappadocia, Galatia, and Bithynia, then in the land of the 
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Anthropophagi and the Scythian deserts, afterwards in 
Byzantium itself and finally in Thrace, Macedonia, 
Thessaly, and Achaia. It is generally agreed that he was 
crucified by order of the Roman Governor at Patras in 
Achaia (Greece). What work this must have entailed. So, 
let the thought of Peter and Paul remind us of the love for 
Christ that consumed them all. 

Yes, indeed — the love of Christ! If there is one thing 
we are reminded of in our Gospel text for the Vigil of St 
Peter and St Paul (John 21:15-19), it is the love of Christ. 
This love is what Christ expected of Peter whom he 
appointed as shepherd of his sheep, and which the inspired 
author of this chapter seems to suggest that Peter gave to 
him in abundance. The Fourth Gospel ends with the 
figures of Christ and Peter: Christ asking for Peter’s love, 
and Peter giving it. “ The third time he said to him, “Simon 
son of John, do you love me?” Peter seems hurt because 
Jesus asked him the third time, “Do you love me?” He 
said, “Lord, you know all things; you know that I love 
you. ” Jesus said, “Feed my sheep .” Christ had come to 
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establish on earth the promised kingdom of heaven. 
Essentially, entry into this Kingdom involves entry into 
union with Jesus Christ by faith and baptism, and the heart 
of this, the Christian life, is a personal love for him, the 
Master. As St Paul wrote, Christ loved me and gave 
himself up for me — and so Paul loved Christ in return. It 
was this love for himself that Christ expected as the 
foundation of discipleship and as the driving source of 
sharing in his mission. The Gospel of St Matthew ends 
with Christ’s commission of his disciples to go to the 
whole world, to make disciples of all the nations (28:19). 
The basis of this world-wide and divinely-instituted project 
was faith in Jesus, working out of love for him (Galatians 
5: 6). We are reminded of many things in the Vigil of this 
Feast, such as the Apostolic foundation of the Church and 
the necessary role of the Church in bringing Christ to the 
world. But especially clear is the basis of it all: love for the 
Master, so evident in today’s Gospel. It is this which 
transformed the lives of both Peter and Paul, and which 
drove them in their life of bringing Jesus Christ to the 
world of their time. 
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Let us then, on this day, think of the Person of Jesus 
Christ, the living centre of the Christian religion, and the 
apex of the religion of mankind. In the plan of God, the 
religious instinct and yearning of man for God is answered 
from heaven with the gift of Jesus Christ. He is God’s 
answer to the religious quest of man, whether man knows it 
or not. No-one comes to the Father but by me, he told his 
disciples. As Peter said before the Sanhedrin, “ there is 
salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under 
heaven given among men by which we must be saved ” 
(Acts 4:12). It is a ringing declaration, and we must all 
declare it to the world of our everyday lives, and beyond. 

-- 
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Solemnity of Saints Peter and Paul, Apostles (June 29) 


Entrance Antiphon These are the ones who, living in the 
flesh, planted the Church with their blood; they drank the 
chalice of the Lord and became the friends of God. 

Collect O God, who on the Solemnity of the Apostles 
Peter and Paul give us the noble and holy joy of this day, 
grant, we pray, that your Church may in all things follow 
the teaching of those through whom she received the 
beginnings of right religion. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 12:1-11; Psalm 34:2-9; 

2 Timothy 4:6-8, 17-18; Matthew 16:13-19 

When Jesus went into the region of Caesarea Philippi 
he asked his disciples, “ Who do people say that the Son of 
Man is?” They replied, ‘‘Some say John the Baptist, others 
Elijah, still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets. ” He 
said to them, “But who do you say that I am? ” Simon Peter 
said in reply, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living 
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God. ” Jesus said to him in reply, “Blessed are you, Simon 
son of Jonah. For flesh and blood has not revealed this to 
you, but my heavenly Father. And so I say to you, you are 
Peter, and upon this rock I will build my Church, and the 
gates of the netherworld shall not prevail against it. I will 
give you the keys to the Kingdom of heaven. Whatever you 
bind on earth shall be bound in heaven; and whatever you 
loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. ” (Matthew 16:13- 
19) 


Christ and his Church It has been justly observed 

— and it is urged as an objection by certain non-Christians 

— that while the prophets in their preaching constantly 
pointed to God and away from themselves, the case seems 
to be different with Jesus of Nazareth. He himself appears 
to be central to his own preaching. Yes, he constantly 
speaks of the great One he calls his own Father. Yet a very 
great deal of his teaching as reported in the Gospels 
involves a presentation of himself. He is shown asking 
people to be his disciples and to follow him with an 
insistence no other prophet before him manifests. More 
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than this, he asks that people love him and be his ardent 
friends. He expects total dedication to his own Person, 
making it clear that salvation is at stake in this dedication 
to him. He is the Way, the Truth and the Life. Now, if this 
is an objection, the Christian accepts it and states candidly 
that the special distinction of the Christian religion is the 
unavoidable centrality of the Person of Jesus. The Muslim 
will claim that Mahomet is the Prophet, but of course that 
he points people away from himself to Allah alone. 
Buddha points to Enlightenment and to Nirvana, and so it 
goes on. But Christ points to himself and in pointing to 
himself he points to the Father, for, he teaches, he who 
sees me sees the Father. Furthermore, no one can say 
Jesus is Lord except by the power and grace of the Holy 
Spirit. In Jesus, as St Paul puts it very plainly, is the very 
fullness of the godhead bodily. So then, in our Gospel 
today our Lord “ asks his disciples ‘who do people say that 
the Son of Man is?'” This question is a centrepiece of St 
Matthew’s Gospel. What prophet in the Old Testament 
regarded the knowledge of his own person as so important 
in the fulfilment of his mission? Christ makes it clear that 
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sooner or later the one aspiring to entry into the Kingdom 
of God would have to be his disciple, and this involved an 
acceptance of his Person as being “the Christ, the Son of 
the living God.” 

So then, the Christian religion proclaims that in the 
Person of Jesus is found all heavenly blessings. But there 
is a further step which Christ requires, and which is also 
unexpected. In insisting on his own Person as 
indispensable for salvation, he insists also on his Church. 
He does not come alone but comes to each generation in 
his Church. In our Gospel today, having gained the 
acknowledgment from his disciples as uttered by Simon 
Peter that he is the Messiah and the Son of the living God, 
he immediately passed on to his Church. “ Jesus said to 
him in reply, ‘Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah. For 
flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my 
heavenly Father. And so I say to you, you are Peter, and 
upon this rock I will build my Church, and the gates of the 
netherworld shall not prevail against it. I will give you the 
keys to the Kingdom of heaven. Whatever you bind on 
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earth shall be bound in heaven; and whatever you loose on 
earth shall be loosed in heaven (Matthew 16:13-19). The 
Messiah who announces the arrival of the Kingdom of 
heaven and in whom this promised Kingdom is found, 
immediately gives to Simon the keys to it. Observe: our 
Lord came to establish God’s Kingdom and the keys to it 
were given to Simon. Further, on him, on the rock that was 
Simon, would Christ build his Church , his chosen people. 
Consider carefully and without any blinkered view the 
words Christ pronounces over the person of Simon. He is 
Peter the rock. On him Christ would found his Church, 
and to him would the keys to the Kingdom of heaven be 
granted. Hell would not be able to prevail against this 
Church, and whatever Simon bound or loosed would be 
ratified in heaven. The Church, then, is central in Christ’s 
redemptive plan and work, and Simon and his authority is 
central to the Church. The Christian — the one who has 
Christ as the object of his life — is inseparably bound to 
the Church and to Peter because the keys are to be found 
there. 
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There is much talk now of fundamentalism. I suppose 
one feature of the fundamentalist is that he is simplistic in 
his reading to such an extent that the true reality in its 
wholeness is missed. The Person of Christ is the object of 
the life and the mind and the heart of the Christian. The 
Christian loves Christ as one loves God, and he knows that 
God’s Kingdom is found in Jesus. But Christianity is not 
just a matter of me and Jesus, for Jesus himself has 
entrusted the keys of the Kingdom to Peter and the Church 
which is built on Peter its appointed rock. In being called 
to Christ, then, we are also called to be part of the Church. 

-- 
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Feast of Saint Thomas, Apostle (July 3) 


Among the Apostles, Thomas is remembered mainly 
because of his doubts about the resurrection of Christ. He 
did not want to admit anything that went beyond the 
bounds of his experience and reason. Eight days later he 
made up for that unbelief with a profession of faith, “My 
Lord and my God” (John 14:5-6). Nothing certain is 
known of his life apart from what is given in the Gospels, 
but tradition has it that he preached the Gospel in India 
where he suffered martyrdom. From the sixth century a 
feast of the translation of his relics has been kept at Edessa 
on July 3. 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 118 (117): 28, 21 You are my 
God, and I confess you; you are my God, and I exalt you; I 
will thank you, for you became my saviour. 

Collect Grant, almighty God, that we may glory in the 
Feast of the blessed Apostle Thomas, so that we may 
always be sustained by his intercession and, believing, may 
have life in the name of Jesus Christ your Son, whom 
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Thomas acknowledged as the Lord. Who lives and reigns 
with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever 
and ever. 

Scripture today : Ephesians 2:19-22; Psalm 117: lbc, 2; 

John 20:24-29 

Thomas, called Didymus, one of the Twelve, was not 
with them when Jesus came. So the other disciples said to 
him, “We have seen the Lord. ” But Thomas said to them, 
“Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands and put my 
finger into the nail marks and put my hand into his side, I 
will not believe. ” Now a week later his disciples were 
again inside and Thomas was with them. Jesus came, 
although the doors were locked, and stood in their midst 
and said, “Peace be with you. ” Then he said to Thomas, 
“Put your finger here and see my hands, and bring your 
hand and put it into my side, and do not be unbelieving, but 
believe. ” Thomas answered and said to him, “My Lord and 
my God!” Jesus said to him, “Have you come to believe 
because you have seen me ? Blessed are those who have not 
seen and have believed. ” (John 20:24-29) 
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Thomas Despite what might be called the voice of 
mankind as expressed in cultures and societies beyond 
counting and as documented in anthropology, archaeology 
and history, in our Western culture the existence of the 
supernatural is doubted. Consider the progress of Western 
philosophy during the last few of centuries say, in England. 
It may be characterized as (among other things) an 
advancing and confident scepticism as to the existence of 
God and the supernatural. Indeed, so many of our modern 
philosophers have been proud to profess atheism. Conduct 
a survey of the literature over the last fifty years, and I am 
sure you will see that those who stand for the active reality 
of the supernatural are in a mode of defence. Whether this 
agnostic and sceptical intellectual position has acted on the 
popular mind, or whether the popular mind since the 
Reformation and the Enlightenment has been the prompt 
for this direction in Western intellectual life, or whether it 
has been a reciprocal influence each upon the other, is all 
open to discussion. But whatever be its origins and 
influences and scope, characteristically the mind of our age 
finds its preferred home in the material world and looks 
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with scepticism and even repugnance to the supernatural. 
For this reason we are dubbed to be secular. Ours in the 
age of secular man. We ask for empirical evidence for 
things, and we tend not to allow for the reality of anything 
that is not empirical. Why we should do this is not clear, 
for it manifests an assumption — the assumption being that 
the real is nothing other than the empirical. If a 
proposition is to have any chance of being taken as true, we 
expect and assume to be able in some sense to see or hear 
or feel, taste or smell it. Such is the characteristic 
assumption of modem man, but it is not the instinctive 
assumption of man in the broad sweep of general history. 
As history, anthropology and archaeology show, man is 
usually religious and he lives at home with the 
supernatural. 

Be that as it may, our Gospel passage (John 20:24-29) 
presenting us with the figure of Thomas is very relevant. 
Despite the testimony of the disciples, Thomas — and St 
John makes a point of mentioning that he was even one of 
“the Twelve” — would not accept that Jesus had risen from 
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the dead unless it were shown to him empirically. Christ 
had died, and the common voice of the disciples meant 
little to him. He had to see and feel for himself. Now, 
when we think of it, Thomas’s stated condition for his own 
acceptance of the resurrection was very risky. What would 
have happened had Christ not shown him the mercy of 
manifesting himself to him in sensible fashion? After all, 
our Lord did not manifest himself to many others, say, to 
those who had condemned him to death. There were only 
certain witnesses to his resurrection, and what would have 
happened if in the providence of God Thomas had not been 
vouchsafed the sight and touch of the Lord that he 
demanded? Would Thomas have been prepared to fall 
away? Let us hope not — and I doubt it — but it was 
certainly risky. It may have bordered on tempting God to 
demand empirical proof of the resurrection. Whatever of 
that, our Lord had his plans for the good-souled Thomas 
and he showed himself to him. Thomas, who had 
absolutely refused to believe the testimony of the disciples, 
saw, felt and heard the living Person of Jesus after he had 
died on the cross. Thomas saw for himself that Jesus was 
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risen from the dead and more than this, he grasped that this 
living Jesus was God himself. Jesus was his Lord and his 
God, the Lord God of the Old Testament, Yahweh himself 
— and yet he was not the Father. JJe was the Son, Son of 
God made man and our Redeemer who, with the Father, 
gives to his disciples and the Church the Holy Spirit. 
Thomas’s firm scepticism rose to a magnificent profession 
of faith in the divinity of Christ and by implication in the 
Holy Trinity. His words to Christ on seeing and hearing 
and touching him rank among the greatest statements of the 
Holy Scriptures and the climactical utterance in St John’s 
account of the resurrection. 

Let us look to Saint Thomas as a magnificent teacher 
for modern secular man. He says to us, I did not accept the 
(infant) Church’s testimony about the risen Jesus. But I 
saw and heard and felt him for myself, and I can tell you 
that this man, risen from the dead, is your Lord and your 
God. Give him your life. Live in him and for him totally 
and spend your life bearing witness to him. 

-- 
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Memorial of St. Mary Magdalene (July 22) 

Entrance Antiphon : John 20:17 The Lord said to Mary 
Magdalene: Go to my brothers and tell them: I am going to 
my Father and your Father, to my God and your God. 

Collect : O God, whose Only Begotten Son entrusted 

Mary Magdalene before all others with announcing the 
great joy of the Resurrection, grant, we pray, that through 
her intercession and example we may proclaim the living 
Christ and come to see him reigning in your glory. Who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Song of Songs 3: 1-4; Psalm 62; 

John 20: 1-2.11-18 

Now on the first day of the week Mary Mag ’dalene 
came to the tomb early, while it was still dark, and saw that 
the stone had been taken away from the tomb. So she ran, 
and went to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one 
whom Jesus loved, and said to them, “They have taken the 
Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they have 
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laid him. ” But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb, and 
as she wept she stooped to look into the tomb; and she saw 
two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had 
lain, one at the head and one at the feet. They said to her, 
“Woman, why are you weeping?” She said to them, 
“Because they have taken away my Lord, and I do not 
know where they have laid him. ” Saying this, she turned 
round and saw Jesus standing, but she did not know that it 
was Jesus. Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you 
weeping? Whom do you seek?” Supposing him to be the 
gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you have carried him 
away, tell me where you have laid him, and I will take him 
away. ” Jesus said to her, “Mary. ” She turned and said to 
him in Hebrew, “Rab-bo’ni!” (which means Teacher). 
Jesus said to her, “Do not hold me, for I have not yet 
ascended to the Father; but go to my brethren and say to 
them, I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my 
God and your God. ” Mary Mag’dalene went and said to 
the disciples, “I have seen the Lord”; and she told them 
that he had said these things to her (John 20:1-2.11-18). 
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The Magdalene Let us begin with a few Gospel 
facts. St Luke tells us that “Jesus travelled about from one 
town and village to another. The Twelve were with him, 
and also some women who had been cured of evil spirits 
and diseases: Mary (called Magdalene) from whom seven 
demons had come out, and Joanna, the wife of Chuza, 
Herod’s steward, and Susanna, and many others, who 
provided for them out of their means ” (Luke 8:1-3). We 
notice that Mary Magdalene is mentioned first in this list of 
women. During the Passion, Matthew 27:56 names three 
women in sequence: “Mary Magdalene, and Mary the 
mother of James and Joses, and the mother of Zebedee’s 
children .” Mark lists a group of women three times (15: 
40.47; 16:1) and each time, Mary Magdalene’s name 
appears first. Luke, who has referred to the Magdalene 
during Christ’s public ministry (in 8:1-3), tells us that “it 
was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, 
and the other women with them who told this (i.e., the 
angelic announcement of the Resurrection) to the apostles ” 
(Luke 24:10). These references place Mary Magdalene at 
the head of the list of dedicated women disciples. It 
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suggests a great love for Christ in Mary Magdalene, and a 
certain prominence among the women. It is to be noticed 
that with the single exception in the Gospel of Luke (8: 1- 
3), there is no mention of “Mary Magdalene” in the 
Gospels before the Crucifixion. In respect to the 
Crucifixion and Resurrection Gospel accounts, “Mary 
Magdalene” is cited as a witness to three key events: Jesus’ 
crucifixion, his burial, and the discovery of his tomb to be 
empty. In the rest of the New Testament, there is no 
further mention of her. We are indebted to the Gospel of 
St John for our event of today, showing Christ’s gift of his 
love to her and her love for him. Let her stand for each of 
the ordinary lay faithful. To each of the baptized, Christ 
addresses himself by name, just as he did to “Mary/” 

Saint Mary Magdalene also represents the dignity of 
each woman, and it is this dignity which shines through in 
Christ’s words to her at his Resurrection. In his 
memorable Apostolic Letter Mulieris Dignitatem (“On the 
dignity and vocation of women”) of August 1988, Pope St 
John Paul II commented on the women being present at the 
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tomb after the Resurrection: “The women are the first at 
the tomb. They are the first to find it empty. They are the 
first to hear: ‘He is not here. He has risen, as he said’" 
(Ml 28:6). They are the first to embrace his feet (cf. Mt 
28:9). They are also the first to be called to announce this 
truth to the Apostles (cf. Mt 28:1-10; Lk 24:8-11). The 
Gospel of John (cf. also Mk 16:9) emphasizes the special 
role of Mary Magdalene. She is the first to meet the Risen 
Christ.... “Mary Magdalene went and said to the disciples, 
7 have seen the Lord'; and she told them that he had said 
these things to her" (Jn 20:16-18). Hence she came to be 
called ‘the apostle of the Apostles ’. Mary Magdalene was 
the first eyewitness of the Risen Christ, and for this reason 
she was also the first to bear witness to him before the 
Apostles. This event, in a sense, crowns all that has been 
said previously about Christ entrusting divine truths to 
women as well as men” (Mulieris Dignitatem 16). Pope St 
John Paul’s reference to the Magdalene as “the apostle of 
the Apostles” hearkens back to the early Middle Ages. 
From the 12th century, Abbot Hugh of Semur (died 1109), 
Peter Abelard (died 1142), and Geoffrey of Vendome (died 
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1132), all referred to Mary Magdalene as the sinner who 
merited the title apostolarum apostola. On 23 July 2006, 
Pope Benedict XVI stated in his Angelus address that “the 
story of Mary of Magdala reminds us all of a fundamental 
truth. A disciple of Christ is one who, in the experience of 
human weakness, has had the humility to ask for his help, 
has been healed by him and has set out following closely 
after him, becoming a witness of the power of his merciful 
love that is stronger than sin and death.' 1 '' 

Mary of Magdala disappears from firm history after 
the Resurrection, although her fame is illustrated in many 
traditions and legends. Most importantly, she is honoured 
as a saint of the Church’s Liturgical Year. She was not, of 
course, a priest nor an Apostle (like one of the Twelve, or 
like Paul), but she was favoured by Christ with his personal 
friendship and with a great share in his divine life. She 
went on to a life of sanctity and, doubtless, to a life of deep 
involvement in the life and mission of the early Church. 
Let her be an example to every member of Christ’s faithful, 
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called as all are to holiness and to a share in Christ’s 
mission of making disciples of all the nations. 

-- 
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Feast of St James the Greater, Apostle (July 25) 

St. James the Greater, called "the Greater" because of 
Mark's reference to the other apostle James as "the less” or 
“little” or “younger" (Mark 15:40), was the son of 
Zebedee, and was called by Jesus together with his brother 
John. James was one of the three apostles, along with 
Peter and john, who witnessed the Transfiguration (Mt 
17:1-2) and the agony in the Garden of Gethsemane (Mt 
26:37-46). James was condemned to death by Agrippa I 
and beheaded in the year 42, the first martyr among the 
apostles. The supernatural dignity of our vocation as 
Christians requires fortitude in our dedication. Even in the 
midst of difficulties, we should not get discouraged hut 
should go to God with confidence, telling him like the 
apostle, "We can!" (Matthew 20:22). 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Mt 4: 18, 21 As he walked by the 
Sea of Galilee, Jesus saw James the son of Zebedee and 
John his brother mending their nets and he called them. 
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Collect Almighty ever-living God, who consecrated the 
first fruits of your Apostles by the blood of Saint James, 
grant, we pray, that your Church may be strengthened by 
his confession of faith and constantly sustained by his 
protection. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 2 Corinthians 4:7-15; 

Psalm 126:lbc-2ab, 2cd-6; Matthew 20:20-28 

The mother of the sons of Zebedee approached Jesus 
with her sons and did him homage, wishing to ask him for 
something. He said to her, “What do you wish?” She 
answered him, “Command that these two sons of mine sit, 
one at your right and the other at your left, in your 
Kingdom. ” Jesus said in reply, “You do not know what you 
are asking. Can you drink the chalice that I am going to 
drink?” They said to him, “We can.” He replied, “My 
chalice you will indeed drink, but to sit at my right and at 
my left, this is not mine to give but is for those for whom it 
has been prepared by my Father. ” When the ten heard this, 
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they became indignant at the two brothers. But Jesus 
summoned them and said, “You know that the rulers of the 
Gentiles lord it over them, and the great ones make their 
authority over them felt. But it shall not be so among you. 
Rather, whoever wishes to be great among you shall be 
your servant; whoever wishes to be first among you shall 
be your slave. Just so, the Son of Man did not come to be 
served but to serve and to give his life as a ransom for 
many. ” (Matthew 20:20-28) 

The grace of faith Our Gospel passage today is 
selected by the Church for the feast of St James the brother 
of John. The first thing we notice in it is that the mother of 
James and John (the sons of Zebedee) and her two sons 
fully believed that Jesus was the great King to come. Let 
us remember that at this point there was no kingdom to be 
seen. All they had before them was Jesus and the spiritual 
greatness of his Person, together with his miracles. There 
was no kingdom, but they were firmly convinced that he 
was the promised Messiah, and that he would be ruler of 
the kingdom of God which he was announcing. That itself 


- 2570 - 



was a marvellous step of faith. John, let it be remembered, 
was directed to our Lord by John the Baptist. JJe had come 
to faith in Jesus simply by the testimony of John and by 
meeting and knowing our Lord himself. JJe saw no 
miracles at that first stage. We are told about it in the early 
stage of his Gospel. Hearing the word of John, he and 
Andrew followed Jesus, who turned and invited them to 
come and see where he lived. They did so, and came away 
permanently convinced that he was the Messiah. James 
followed soon after, and their mother must also have come 
to believe soon after. So let us read our Gospel passage 
today noticing this first great point, that James and John, 
together with their mother, fully believed in our Lord as the 
Messiah and that he would be the King of kings and the 
Lord of lords. All God’s blessings would be available in 
his kingdom. Taking our cue from James’s great faith, let 
us endeavour to give to Christ our total faith too. James 
crowned his life with martyrdom not long after our Lord’s 
own death. His faith flowered and endured to the end. 
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The second thing we are reminded of in our passage 
today is that this faith in James underwent a great 
maturation. It subsequently matured, which is to say that it 
was initially immature. James, together with his mother 
and his brother John, envisaged the kingdom of Jesus as a 
kingdom of glory and prominence. Perhaps they saw our 
Lord as a future Conqueror, a Conqueror on behalf of the 
good. Out of their own goodness and generosity they were 
totally intent on battling for God’s cause with their unique 
Master. I suppose we could say that elements of this are to 
be found in most who are at the early stage of their 
Christian discipleship. But our Lord has a tremendous 
lesson to teach every one of his disciples, and it is that the 
only path to true glory is through the door of obedient 
suffering (Matthew 20:20-28). It is an utterly different 
kind of kingdom that our Lord is extending, very different 
from the kingdoms of this world. But it is a true kingdom 
nevertheless, the one eternal kingdom and he is its king. 
Obedient suffering was the means whereby Christ 
established his kingdom on earth. If the disciple of Christ 
wishes to share in Christ’s glory, he must share in his 
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sufferings too. He must take up his cross every day and 
follow in his footsteps. Understanding this, the saints have 
repeatedly spoken of the Cross as a blessing. In Christ, 
suffering is the door to blessings, and therefore it itself is a 
blessing. In this sense Christ is the answer to the problem 
of evil. Perhaps this is why our Lord chose to use the 
figure of “the chalice” that he was to drink. A cup or 
chalice is filled with choice drink. It is a blessing. This is 
how Christ chose to express suffering. The one who 
believes in Christ must learn the lesson that faith in the 
Master involves drinking of the chalice from which he has 
drunk. 

It is a great grace to believe in Christ. It is a great 
grace to understand that the following of him involves the 
willing acceptance of the Cross for love of him, and that 
the Cross is our path to glory. Let us pray for that grace 
every day, because on this grace depends the maturity of 
our faith and our discipleship. 

-- 
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Memorial of St. Martha (July 29) 


Entrance Antiphon Cf. Lk 10:38 Jesus entered a village, 
where a woman named Martha welcomed him into her 
home. 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, whose Son was 
pleased to be welcomed in Saint Martha’s house as a guest, 
grant, we pray, that through her intercession, serving Christ 
faithfully in our brothers and sisters, we may merit to be 
received by you in the halls of heaven. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : lJohn4:7-16; Psalm33; John 11:19-27 

Many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to 
console them concerning their brother. When Martha 
heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, while 
Mary sat in the house. Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you 
had been here, my brother would not have died. And even 
now I know that whatever you ask from God, God will give 
you. ” Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again. ” 
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Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise again in the 
resurrection at the last day. ” Jesus said to her, “I am the 
resurrection and the life; he who believes in me, though he 
die, yet shall he live, and whoever lives and believes in me 
shall never die. Do you believe this? ” She said to him, 
“Yes, Lord; I believe that you are the Christ, the Son of 
God, he who is coming into the world. ” (John 11:19-27) 

Faith In one form or another, what Martha says to 
our Lord is a common refrain: “Lord, if you had been here, 
my brother would not have died .” A young man in the 
prime of life is suddenly found to have a life-threatening 
and perhaps terminal disease. It is a tragedy — what has 
God been doing about it? Where has he been? Why is this 
allowed by him? It is indisputable that what is happening 
to the young man is an evil, even if not in every possible 
respect. To take our Lord’s own parable of the Good 
Samaritan, the robbers left the man half-dead. Along came 
the priest, and then the Levite, and they both left him by 
the side of the road without assistance. Then came the 
Samaritan, and he cared for him at his own personal 
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expense and time. “Go and do the same!” our Lord said to 
the questioner. Well, does not God leave those suffering 
without assistance, passing them by as did the priest and 
the Levite? Of course, on further reflection we realize that 
what we are asking is, why has not God assisted in the way 
we think is necessary ? A moment’s thought makes clear 
that we are unable to assert that God is giving no assistance 
to the one who is suffering, nor that he will not assist that 
person in the future, in ways we are unable to observe and 
about which we know nothing. But the difficulty stands: 
the person is suffering unto death, and God is letting it 
happen. If we had the power to eliminate this suffering, we 
would eliminate it. Why does not God eliminate it, for 
being God he has all the goodness and all the power? Our 
thoughts here are occasioned by Martha’s question to 
Jesus. She did not understand why our Lord had not come 
to heal her brother when he received her message. He let 
him die. But let us note that there was never, despite this, a 
moment when Martha doubted our Lord’s Person, power 
and goodness. “ Yes, Lord; I believe that you are the 
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Christ, the Son of God, he who is coming into the world” 
(John 11:19-27). 

Yes, our Lord knew that Lazarus was gravely ill, and 
that he was dying. When Mary his own mother told him at 
the wedding feast of Cana that the wine had run out, even 
though it appears it was not the time he had planned to “ let 
his glory be seen”, he worked the miracle that virtually 
flooded the feast with superb wine. This time a message 
came from Martha and Mary, that “he whom you love is ill” 
(John 11:2). But our Lord chose not to come — and let 
Lazarus die instead. Why? “ This illness is not unto death; 
it is for the glory of God, so that the Son of God may be 
glorified by means of it” (11:4). We note that “it is for the 
glory of God.” Illness and death are terrible, and there are 
many other evils that man endures. One aspect, then, of 
the divine dynamic at work is that, mysteriously, it is “for 
the glory of God.” How this is so in every case, we are not 
told. Why was it necessary that Christ himself suffer so 
much for our salvation? We are not told. Christ wept at 
the death of Lazarus his friend because of his love for him 
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and because of the devastation wrought by this evil to man 
(John 11:35). But the point of the incident here is clear: if 
in the midst of our sufferings we remain faithful to God, 
trusting and believing in Jesus his incarnate Son, God will 
be glorified by our sufferings and we shall be raised up to 
life. The one thing that matters is not that we understand 
what God is doing, but that we ha ve faith in him who is our 
Saviour, fie is not only my personal Saviour but the 
Saviour of the whole world. There is no other name by 
which men can be saved. “ Jesus said to her, 7 am the 
resurrection and the life; he who believes in me, though he 
die, yet shall he live, and whoever lives and believes in me 
shall never die. Do you believe this?'’” The critical thing 
is not that we get out of our sufferings, but that we believe 
in Jesus Christ and accept his Revelation as the soul and 
basis of our lives. 

After his own sinless mother, there was no one closer 
to Jesus Christ than his foster-father Joseph. Christ worked 
by Joseph’s side year after year. But the time came for 
Joseph to die, and we can imagine Mary and Jesus by his 
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side as he died, and then accompanying his body for burial. 
How great must have been the sadness of Jesus Christ on 
that occasion, if he wept at the death of Lazarus! Joseph 
was allowed to die. Those on whom the tower of Siloam 
fell, and those whose blood Pilate mingled with their 
sacrifices, were allowed to die. We ought pray with 
fervour for all our needs, but accepting that God knows 
best. The important thing is that we believe in him to the 
very end. 

-- 
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Feast of the Transfiguration of the Lord (August 6) 

The Transfiguration of the Lord (described with slightly 
different emphases by Matthew, Mark and Luke) recalls 
the manifestation of His divine glory by the Lord Jesus to 
Peter, James, and John on Mt. Tabor. During this 
revelation of His divine nature to human eyes, Jesus was 
accompanied by Moses and Elijah, living symbols of the 
Law and Prophets, who spoke to their Saviour about the 
suffering which He would endure in His passion and death. 
This combination of suffering and glory reveals the 
paradox at the heart of the Gospel and spoken of by the 
Lord Jesus just before His Transfiguration: "If anyone 
wishes to come after me, he must deny himself and take up 
his cross daily and follow me. For whoever wishes to save 
his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake 
will save it." (Luke 9:23-24) 

Scripture today : Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14; Ps 97:1-2, 5-6, 9; 

2 Peter 1:16-19; Luke 9:28b-36 


- 2580 - 



Jesus took Peter, John, and James and went up a 
mountain to pray. While he was praying his face changed 
in appearance and his clothing became dazzling white. 
And behold, two men were conversing with him, Moses and 
Elijah, who appeared in glory and spoke of his exodus that 
he was going to accomplish in Jerusalem. Peter and his 
companions had been overcome by sleep, but becoming 
fully awake, they saw his glory and the two men standing 
with him. As they were about to part from him, Peter said 
to Jesus, “Master, it is good that we are here; let us make 
three tents, one for you, one for Moses, and one for 
Elijah. ” But he did not know what he was saying. While he 
was still speaking, a cloud came and cast a shadow over 
them, and they became frightened when they entered the 
cloud. Then from the cloud came a voice that said, “This 
is my chosen Son; listen to him. ” After the voice had 
spoken, Jesus was found alone. They fell silent and did not 
at that time tell anyone what they had seen. (Luke 
9:28b-36) 
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The Transfiguration The feast of the 
Transfiguration of Christ on the mountain is an important 
annual celebration of the mystery of Christ. It was an 
unforgettable event for the three apostles who were 
present, as is implied in the reference to it in 2 Peter 
1:17-18. What is immediately evident is that Christ’s 
transfiguration is situated within the context of the entire 
sweep of God’s revelation. That is to say, the Law and the 
Prophets are together present as embodied in the persons of 
Moses and Elijah, and they are there manifesting the high 
point of God’s revelation that is Christ. They accompany 
and look towards him. But more than anything else in our 
scene there is the presence and the voice of the Father 
speaking from the cloud, stating with unmistakable clarity 
that Jesus is his Son, and that all were to listen to him. The 
God of the Old Testament, the God of Moses and Elijah, 
this same Lord God speaks now as God of the New. Here 
before them all is his beloved Son and all are to attend to 
his words. What other prophet or figure of the Old 
Testament had this kind of authentication and experience? 
Moses came down from the mountain with his face shining 
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and carrying the Tablets, but the glory that he manifested 
was purely a reflection of what he had seen. Christ’s glory 
on this occasion involved a transfiguration of his whole 
person, and it was a glory of his own and no mere 
reflection. His own glory was being manifested. The 
appearance of Moses and Elijah also in glory showed, 
supported and pointed to the glory that is his. Christ did 
not receive Tablets, but all who were present heard the 
divine voice authenticating that his very words and Person 
were to be unconditionally received. The inspired author 
of the Second Letter of Peter refers to their having “ seen 
his majesty for ourselves ” on “the holy mountain .” So too 
St John in the Prologue to his Gospel states (ch.l:14) that 
“we saw his glory, the glory that is his as the only Son of 
the Father, full of grace and truth.” The transfiguration 
showed forth the majesty of Jesus, the Son of God and the 
authenticated Teacher of mankind. Let us then listen to 
him always. 

Moses carried and pointed to the Tablets containing 
the commandments given by God. Elijah interpreted and 
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applied them with the light of the inspiration granted to 
him. Christ simply speaks and all are to listen to him. 
Christ is the Teacher and Guide of mankind, and the Law 
(as in Moses) and the Prophets (as in Elijah) point to the 
revelation that he gives. No other or further word of 
formal revelation will come from God than that which 
Christ utters, and the Apostles together with the Church 
built on them are to bring his Person and word to all the 
nations. But Christ is more than the Teacher of mankind. 
He is mankind’s Liberator. Moses and Elijah appear to 
him speaking of “the exodus he was going to accomplish in 
Jerusalem .” Moses had led the children of Israel out of 
their slavery into the wilderness and thence to the promised 
land, the entry to which he himself was, however, denied. 
Moses appears with Christ talking of the exodus Christ was 
going to “ accomplish .” Perhaps the use of this word alludes 
also to the incomplete exodus of long before. However 
great was the liberation which Moses led the people to on 
the command of God, it was incomplete in a total and 
spiritual sense. The prophet Elijah, representing all the 
prophets, may be said to be testifying to that by his 
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presence with Moses. The history of God’s people 
subsequent to the exodus from Egypt was marred by 
recurrent infidelity and consequently the liberation 
achieved was spectacularly limited. The sorry story that 
continued was shown by Israel’s history to be at root due to 
sin. This time, however, Jesus the Messiah and new Moses 
would “accomplish the exodus”. It would be accomplished 
magnificently this time, and the root of the enslavement 
would be overcome. The power of sin would be left 
behind and, in Christ, mankind would pass over to the 
promised land of a share in God’s holy life. The true 
exodus, the exodus which Moses and Elijah, the Law and 
the Prophets pointed to, would be accomplished. 

Let us place ourselves in the presence of the glorified 
Christ who attained his glory by the “exodus” he 
accomplished in Jerusalem. Let us resolve to “listen to 
him” and to base every aspect of our lives on his teaching 
as it comes to us in the Scriptures and the Tradition of the 
Church founded on the Apostles. Let us resolve to join 
with him in his “exodus” accomplished through the cross, 
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for he taught us that if anyone wished to be his disciple, he 
would have to take up his cross and follow in his footsteps. 

-- 
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St Mary of the Cross MacKillop (August 8) 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Mt 25:34, 36, 40 Come, you 
blessed of my Father, says the Lord: I was sick, and you 
visited me. Amen, I say to you: whatever you did for one 
of the least of my brethren, you did it for me. 

Collect O God, source of all goodness, who have shown 
us in Saint Mary a woman of faith living by the power of 
the Cross, teach us, we pray, by her example to live the 
gospel in changing times and to respect and defend the 
human dignity of all in our land. Through our Lord. 

Scripture today : 1 Kings 17: 8-16; Psalm 63: 1-8; 

Colossians 3:12-17; Matthew 6:25-34 

Jesus said, Therefore I tell you, do not worry about 
your life, what you will eat or drink; or about your body, 
what you will wear. Is not life more important than food, 
and the body more important than clothes? Look at the 
birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or store away in 
barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you 
not much more valuable than they? Who of you by 
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worrying can add a single hour to his life? And why do 
you worry about clothes ? See how the lilies of the field 
grow. They do not labour or spin. Yet I tell you that not 
even Solomon in all his splendour was dressed like one of 
these. If that is how God clothes the grass of the field, 
which is here today and tomorrow is thrown into the fire, 
will he not much more clothe you, O you of little faith? So 
do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat? ’ or ‘What shall 
we drink? ’ or ‘What shall we wear? ’ For the pagans run 
after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that 
you need them. But seek first his kingdom and his 
righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as 
well. Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for 
tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has enough 
trouble of its own. (Matthew 6: 25-34) 

Faith For the memorial of Saint Mary MacKillop, 
the great-souled Australian nun of the nineteenth century, 
the Church places before us our Lord’s famous words 
exhorting all to faith in the care of our heavenly Father. 
“See how the lilies of the field grow. They do not labour or 


- 2588 - 



spin. Yet I tell you that not even Solomon in all his 
splendour was dressed like one of these. If that is how God 
clothes the grass of the field, which is here today and 
tomorrow is thrown into the fire, will he not much more 
clothe you, O you of little faith? So do not worry”. We are 
not to worry as if our welfare depends on the acquisition or 
the loss of the goods of this life. Our welfare depends, 
rather, on the love of God for us, and of this love we are 
assured. In God and his love we must have faith. In the 
final analysis, the one thing we must be concerned for is 
that we seek first and foremost God’s “ kingdom and his 
righteousness, and all these things will be given ” — to the 
extent that God judges best. Mary MacKillop, as do the 
saints, embodied this directive of the Saviour that we have 
faith. This has always been a pillar of revealed religion, 
ever since Abraham, our father in the faith. St Paul writes, 
quoting Genesis (“for what does Scripture say? ‘Abraham 
believed God, and it was reckoned to him as 
righteousness Romans 4:3), that Abraham’s greatness 
consisted primarily in his undaunted and obedient faith. 
We read that the Lord said to Abram, ‘“Go ... And I will 
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bless you ..’ So Abram went, as the Lord had told him ” 
(Genesis 12:1-4). There were many tests of his faith — 
most notoriously, the command of God that he offer his 
only son Isaac as a burnt offering on a mountain in the land 
of Moriah (Genesis 12). Abraham proceeded to obey what 
he perceived to be the divine command, only to have his 
hand stayed at the threshold of the act. His faith-filled 
obedience, his readiness to give up all that was most dear 
to him in this life, had been tested and found to be gold. 

Faith is at the heart of true religion, especially 
revealed religion — and its test is the readiness to believe 
and obey despite the loss of what is dear. We have a 
striking instance of this in the martyrdom of the mother and 
her seven sons in the Second Book of Maccabees (ch.7). 
We read that “the brothers and their mother encouraged 
one another to die nobly, saying, ‘The Lord God is 
watching over us and in truth has compassion on us’” 
(7:6). One by one the steadfast mother watched her sons 
being slaughtered for their refusal to break the Law of God. 
We read that “the mother was especially admirable and 
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worthy of honourable memory. Though she saw her seven 
sons perish within a single day, she bore it with good 
courage because of her hope in the Lord ” (7:20-21). She 
lost everything and trusted in God, exemplifying the 
teaching of our Lord in today’s Gospel. On one occasion 
our Lord was in the Temple and “he looked up and saw the 
rich putting their gifts into the treasury; and he saw a poor 
widow put in two copper coins. And he said, ‘Truly I tell 
you, this poor widow has put in more than all of them; for 
they all contributed out of their abundance, but she out of 
her poverty put in all she had to live on (Luke 21:1-4). It 
was a remarkable act of the poor widow, and no one would 
have known of it were it not for our Lord holding her up as 
an example to his disciples. Because of the Gospel, she 
will be an example of faith in God and detachment from all 
else, till the end of the world. On the other hand there is 
the sad example of the rich young man who came to our 
Lord asking what more he needed to do to gain eternal life 
— for he had kept God’s commandments since his earliest 
years. Our Lord held out the prospect of perfection. Go 
and sell what you have and give the money to the poor, 
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Christ said, and then come back and follow me. But what 
happened? The young man went away sad. He refused the 
offer because he had great wealth — which is to say, 
because he was attached to his wealth more than to God. 
He did not have the faith that our Lord required. At his 
core, he was not a true son of Abraham. 

On this day we think of one of the saints of the 
Universal Church, Mary MacKillop. The Church invites us 
to think of the faith in Christ and the detachment from 
created things that will take us to sanctity. For men, this is 
impossible, but all things are possible for God. Let us 
pray, then, for the grace to live a life of high faith in Jesus 
Christ, and of detachment from all for love of him. 
-- 
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Saint Lawrence, deacon and martyr (August 10) 

Saint Lawrence was one of seven deacons who were in 
charge of giving help to the poor and the needy. When a 
persecution broke out, Pope St. Sixtus was condemned to 
death. As he was led to execution, Lawrence followed him 
weeping, "Father, where are you going without your 
deacon?" he said. "I am not leaving you, my son," 
answered the Pope, "in three days you will follow me." 
Full of joy, Lawrence gave to the poor the rest of the 
money he had on hand and even sold expensive vessels to 
have more to give away. The Prefect of Rome, a greedy 
pagan, thought the Church had a great fortune hidden 
away. So he ordered Lawrence to bring the Church's 
treasure to him. The Saint said he would, in three days. 
Then he went through the city and gathered together all the 
poor and sick people supported by the Church. When he 
showed them to the Prefect, he said: "This is the Church's 
treasure!" In great anger, the Prefect condemned Lawrence 
to a slow, cruel death by roasting. 
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Entrance Antiphon This is the blessed Lawrence, who 
gave himself up for the treasure of the Church: for this he 
earned the suffering of martyrdom to ascend with joy to the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

Collect O God, giver of that ardour of love for you by 
which Saint Lawrence was outstandingly faithful in service 
and glorious in martyrdom, grant that we may love what he 
loved and put into practice what he taught. Through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 2 Corinthians 9:6-10; Psalm 112:1-2, 5-9; 

John 12:24-26 

Jesus said to his disciples: “Amen, amen, I say to you, 
unless a grain of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it 
remains just a grain of wheat; but if it dies, it produces 
much fruit. Whoever loves his life loses it, and whoever 
hates his life in this world will preserve it for eternal life. 
Whoever serves me must follow me, and where I am, there 
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also will my servant be. The Father will honour whoever 
serves me. ” (John 12:24-26) 

Death to life The outstanding twentieth century 
preacher, Archbishop Fulton Sheen, used to write that 
Christ was born in order to die. He was pointing out that 
Christ’s death was the supreme goal of his life and the 
principal means of fulfilling his redemptive mission, for it 
was precisely by his death that he expiated for mankind’s 
sin. We could perhaps say that just as the high point of a 
plant’s life is its production of its flower, so is the high 
point of mankind’s history the death and resurrection of 
Christ. That is mankind’s flower, its greatest achievement 
and its most acceptable offering to God. There is nothing 
more beautiful that has been done and its fragrance 
permeates the history of the peoples and rises continually 
to the highest heavens. It has also transformed the 
meaning of death and has made of death the greatest 
manifestation of love, a love from which flows life. While 
as St Paul says death is the wage of sin, the death of Christ 
also throws light on why God permitted death to abound, 
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and our Lord alludes to this in his reference to the grain of 
wheat falling to the ground. As the grain of wheat dies and 
produces fruit, so too in the plan of God death was destined 
to be fruitful. Consider all of life. So many things that live 
have their lives snatched from them in order that others 
things may live. The living grass is eaten by the deer, and 
so it dies in order that the deer may live. Its life is 
unthinkingly sacrificed (or given up) for the sake of the 
other — a dim reflection of the sacrificial love of the 
Creator, and a dim reflection of the sacrificial death of 
Christ on the cross in order that we may live. The deer, 
having eaten of the grass and the herbs, is killed and eaten 
by the lion or the tiger. It too, then, is sacrificed (or given 
up) in order that the other may live. The lion is then 
perhaps killed by man for his own purposes. This difficult 
pattern could be seen as an ubiquitous cruelty, or it could 
be seen as an all-pervasive reflection in creation of the life 
of sacrificial love that is God, a love revealed in the life 
and death of Jesus Christ. What of man? He finds his 
truest happiness in pouring out his life in the service of 
others. Sacrificial love, I suggest, is the ultimate meaning 
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of Nature’s pattern and that pattern reflects the Revelation 
that has come from God in Christ. 

Our Lord asks us to look at the grain of wheat and 
observe how it dies to produce its fruit. He says that 
“Whoever loves his life loses it, and whoever hates his life 
in this world will preserve it for eternal life ” (John 
12:24-26). We often see our Lord using dramatic and 
picturesque expressions to make his point forcefully. He 
says we must “hate” our life in order to preserve it, which 
is to say we must act towards our life in the way one might 
act towards something he hates. If a person hates 
something he does away with it. So too does the person 
who truly loves his life: he does away with it — in the 
sense that he gives it up — out of love for God and others. 
The heart and soul of such a life is the following of Jesus 
the Master. “ Whoever serves me must follow me, and 
where I am, there also will my servant be. The Father will 
honour whoever serves me” (John 12:24-26). Every day 
the one who has placed his faith in Jesus and who wishes to 
be his friend and servant sets out to follow him in his 


- 2597 - 



self-sacrificial death. We are called to make of our daily 
life a sharing in the death and resurrection of Christ. We 
do this by our prayer and by our work. The great St 
Benedict was the founder of Western monasticism, and as 
such he was one of the great founders of Christian Europe, 
for the monasteries were decisive in gradually forging an 
all-pervasive Christian culture. He provides us with a great 
example for our day when the Church has been calling on 
all to be part of a new evangelization. Now, St Benedict’s 
proposals (as in his Rule) hinged on the life of prayer and 
work. It is through our daily prayer and our daily work, 
each pervading the other, that our self-denying following 
of Christ will be lived out. It is through our prayer and our 
work that the grain that is each of us in Christ falls to the 
ground and dies, and in the process bears fruit. It is by 
prayer, expiation and work that Christ lives in us and we in 
him. 


A great modern saint for the laity was the Spanish 
priest St Josemaria Escriva de Balaguer. He strove to teach 
the laity that they are called to be saints in the world of 
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their everyday work. Through our prayerful and expiatory 
work we share in Christ’s sacrificial death and in this way 
the fruit of sanctity, sanctity in oneself and sanctity in the 
other, flowers to the glory of God. 

-- 
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Vigil of the Assumption of Blessed Virgin Mary (August 
14 ) 

Entrance Antiphon Glorious things are spoken of you, O 
Mary, who today were exalted above the choirs of Angels 
into eternal triumph with Christ. 

Collect O God, who, looking on the lowliness of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary, raised her to this grace, that your 
Only Begotten Son was born of her according to the flesh 
and that she was crowned this day with surpassing glory, 
grant through her prayers, that, saved by the mystery of 
your redemption, we may merit to be exalted by you on 
high. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives 
and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 1 Chronicles 15:3-4.15-16;16:1-2; 

Psalm 131; 1 Corinthians 15: 54-57; Luke 11: 27-28 

A .s' Jesus was speaking, a woman in the crowd raised 

her voice and said, “Happy the womb that bore you and 

the breasts you sucked!” But he replied, “Still happier 
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those who hear the word of God and keep it!” (Luke 
11:27-28) 

Mary I have occasionally heard the observation (at 
times made by those who are dissatisfied with the Catholic 
emphasis on the mother of Jesus) that, well, where is Mary 
the mother of Jesus in, let us say, the Letters of St Paul? 
Incidentally, Paul does refer in passing to Jesus “born of a 
woman” (Galatians 4:4). But let us also remember that one 
of Paul’s faithful companions was Luke, the author of the 
Gospel that provides us with so much on Mary the mother 
of the Lord in his infancy narrative. This fact suggests that 
Paul, too, would have loved and venerated Mary. Luke’s 
Gospel bears abundant witness to the veneration of the 
infant Church to the mother of the Lord. This veneration 
was a reflection of the supreme veneration for Jesus 
himself. We venerate Mary because of our love and 
adoration for her divine Son. She is the mother of the 
Saviour, and how much the Saviour must have loved her! 
So, then, do his disciples. I have often been impressed by 
the abundant use that famous Protestant and Anglican 


- 2601 - 



preachers have made of the Old Testament — the parochial 
sermons of (the Anglican) John Henry Newman, running to 
several volumes, are an example of this. Specifically, they 
manifest a commendable veneration for the prophets and 
holy persons who feature in the inspired Old Testament 
texts. If we venerate and learn from Moses, Isaiah, 
Jeremiah and the others, how much more ought we 
venerate the mother of him to whom they pointed, the 
Messiah! The infancy narratives of Luke’s Gospel 
illustrate this natural veneration for Mary — it springs 
from the Christian’s love for Jesus Christ, the Saviour of 
the world. In our Gospel today, Luke reports an incident 
from the public life of our Lord. A woman in the crowd, 
full of admiration for his ineffable Person, raises her voice 
in acknowledgement of the blessedness of his mother. It is 
an instance of what Mary in gratitude foresaw: God her 
Saviour had looked on her lowliness, and so all generations 
would call her blessed (Luke 1:47-48). 

St Luke makes it clear in his narrative how blessed 
was Mary in being chosen to be the mother of the incarnate 
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Son of God. “Hail, O full of grace, the Lord is with you!”, 
the Angel had said to Mary (Luke 1: 28). Mary was filled 
with God’s grace and the Lord was with her. She is 
extolled for this by the Angel before any mention of the 
conception of her glorious Son. She is blessed by God 
with fullness in grace, because of her exalted mission as 
mother of God made man. Then the Angel makes his 
announcement, and it is all about the Child to be conceived 
in her. “He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of 
the Most High; and the Lord God will give him the throne 
of David his father, and he shall be king over the house of 
Jacob forever; and of his kingdom there shall be no end ... 
and therefore the Holy One to be born shall be called the 
Son of God” (Luke 1: 31-35). The light is shining on Jesus 
in this heavenly declaration. But, of course, Mary is his 
mother and she herself is profoundly aware of the signal 
honour bestowed on her by the Most High. For this reason, 
as she declares before her kinswoman Elizabeth, “My soul 
glorifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my 
Saviour; because he has looked on the lowliness of his 
handmaid ” (Luke 1:46). She has been blessed in being the 
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mother of the Holy One, and this has included the blessing 
of living in grace to the full, of being preserved from sin 
from the moment of her immaculate conception to her very 
death. It is for this reason that death could not hold her. 
As she received in such abundance the grace merited for 
her by her Son, so she shared in his resurrection by being 
assumed body and soul into the glory of heaven at the end 
of her mortal life. There she is with him as the Queen- 
Mother, so powerful in her intercession, and as mother and 
the model of all of Christ’s Faithful. 

“Hail, Holy Queen, mother of mercy! Hail our life, 
our sweetness and our hope! To you do we cry, poor 
banished children of Eve! To you do we send up our sighs, 
mourning and weeping in this valley of tears! Turn, then, 
most gracious advocate, your eyes of mercy toward us, and 
after this, our exile, show unto us the blessed fruit of your 
womb, Jesus! O clement, O loving, O sweet Virgin Mary!” 

-- 
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The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
(August 15) 

This feast has been celebrated in the liturgy of the Eastern 
rites since the sixth century, and in Rome since the seventh 
century. On November 1, 1950 Pope Pius XII defined the 
dogma of the Assumption. He solemnly proclaimed that 
the belief that the Blessed Virgin was taken up body and 
soul into the glory of heaven at the end of her life really 
forms part of the deposit of faith, received from the 
apostles. This feast confirms us in the theological virtue 
of hope, whereby we seek our sanctification and that of 
others in the midst of our ordinary duties. At the same 
time, we are encouraged to look toward our goal in heaven. 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Rev 12: 1 A great sign appeared 
in heaven: a woman clothed with the sun, and the moon 
beneath her feet, and on her head a crown of twelve stars. 

Or: Let us all rejoice in the Lord, as we celebrate the 
feast day in honour of the Virgin Mary, at whose 
Assumption the Angels rejoice and praise the Son of God. 
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Collect Almighty ever-living God, who assumed the 
Immaculate Virgin Mary, the Mother of your Son, body 
and soul into heavenly glory, grant, we pray, that, always 
attentive to the things that are above, we may merit to be 
sharers of her glory. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your 
Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Revelation 11:19a; 12:l-6a, lOab; 

Ps. 45:10-12, 16; 1 Corinthians 15:20-27; Luke 1:39-56 

Mary set out and travelled to the hill country in haste 
to a town of Judah, where she entered the house of 
Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. When Elizabeth heard 
Mary’s greeting, the infant leaped in her womb, and 
Elizabeth, filled with the Holy Spirit, cried out in a loud 
voice and said, ‘'Blessed are you among women, and 
blessed is the fruit of your womb. And how does this 
happen to me, that the mother of my Lord should come to 
me? For at the moment the sound of your greeting reached 
my ears, the infant in my womb leaped for joy. Blessed are 
you who believed that what was spoken to you by the Lord 
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would be fulfilled. ” And Mary said: “My soul proclaims 
the greatness of the Lord; my spirit rejoices in God my 
Saviour for he has looked with favour on his lowly servant. 
From this day all generations will call me blessed: the 
Almighty has done great things for me and holy is his 
Name. He has mercy on those who fear him in every 
generation. He has shown the strength of his arm, and has 
scattered the proud in their conceit. He has cast down the 
mighty from their thrones, and has lifted up the lowly. He 
has filled the hungry with good things, and the rich he has 
sent away empty. He has come to the help of his servant 
Israel for he has remembered his promise of mercy, the 
promise he made to our fathers, to Abraham and his 
children forever. ” Mary remained with her about three 
months and then returned to her home. (Luke 1:39-56) 

The Assumption Anyone who understands the 
Christian religion knows that Jesus Christ is its centre, its 
head and its heart. A Jew who studies the Gospels 
carefully will see that the striking thing about Jesus, the 
Founder, is his claim about himself. Yahweh is the object 
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of the religion of Israel. Jesus occupies that position in 
Christianity. Why? Because he himself is Yahweh God 
made man — not Yahweh God the Father, but Yahweh 
God the Son. And in him we have access to the Father in 
the Floly Spirit. Now, while Christ is the centre of 
Christianity, Christianity includes all who are in him. I 
remember over thirty years ago sitting in the Ecce Homo 
hostel in Jerusalem. I met a person from Switzerland there 
and asked him what he did for a living. He said to me that 
he was only a tailor, but more importantly that he was a 
member of Jesus Christ. Now, the one who abides in Jesus 
Christ more than any other, is his holy and blessed Mother. 
She is the queen mother, the mother of the Messiah, the 
mother of God the Son made man. Today is the feast of 
the Assumption of the Virgin Mary, body and soul, into 
heaven at the end of her mortal life. On two occasions 
during the last two centuries, the Catholic Church, in and 
by an act of the person of the Pope of the day, has defined 
a dogma of the faith in relation to the Virgin Mary. A 
dogma is an infallible declaration requiring the assent of 
the faithful that something is divinely revealed. In 1854 
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Pope Pius IX defined as a dogma that the Virgin Mary was 
conceived free of original sin. Uniquely for a human 
person (and Christ was a divine Person with a human 
nature) she was, by the grace of God, untouched by 
original sin at the beginning of her existence. Nearly a 
century later, on November 1, 1950, Pope Pius XII defined 
it as an infallible dogma of the Catholic faith that Mary 
was taken body and soul into heaven at the end of her 
mortal life. It is this which we celebrate today. We could 
say that this dogma of the Assumption speaks of Mary’s 
pure holiness during the entire course of her life. St Paul 
writes that the wages of sin are death. Inasmuch as sin 
never touched her in any sense whatever during the course 
of her life, so neither did the corruption of death which is 
the result of sin. 

Many things could be said about the dogma of the 
Assumption of the Virgin Mary into heaven. To begin 
with, it is an instance of a revealed doctrine coming to us 
not so much in the explicit text of Scripture (as does, say, 
the doctrine of the real presence of Christ in the Eucharist, 
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in John 6, or the doctrine of the Church’s power to forgive 
sins, in John 20:23), but coming to us in the Church’s 
Tradition. Prior to the writing of the Gospels and the New 
Testament Letters, the revelation about Jesus Christ came 
to the faithful through the Church’s preaching and 
Tradition. It was this declaration and witness of the 
Church that brought to the faithful the content of what had 
been revealed about him. Its infallible truth was 
guaranteed by Christ in his gift of the Holy Spirit, whose 
task was to remind the Church of all that Christ had taught 
and to lead her to the full truth. Or again, it was a few 
centuries before the Church finally declared what was the 
canon or official list of inspired books of the New 
Testament. The Bible’s index of contents is not contained 
in Scripture — this comes from the Church’s declaration 
and Tradition. The New Testament did not declare this 
canon. It was the Church’s Tradition. This scriptural 
canon was accepted by the faithful because the Church, 
guided by the Spirit of Christ, had so declared. For the 
same reason the faithful accepts the dogma of the 
Assumption of the Virgin Mary, because the Church 
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declares it to be revealed and implied in the content of the 
Scriptures. So then, what do we think of when we think of 
the Assumption into heaven, body and soul, of the Virgin 
Mary? We think, as has already been said, of Mary’s 
sinlessness. But we think especially of the power and the 
goodness of God. It was by God’s power and grace that 
Mary was so spiritually beautiful, so faithful and so perfect 
in sanctity, and was the mother of Christ our God and 
Redeemer. As she said in her prayer in the presence of 
Elizabeth, the Almighty has done great things for me, and 
holy is his name (Luke 1:39-56). She is the mother and the 
model for every Christian and for the entire Church. We 
can look to her, glorious now in heaven with her Son, as 
the radiant embodiment of what we may expect to partake 
of in eternity if we, too, are faithful to Christ. 

Let us pray often a simple and very scriptural prayer 
to Mary the Mother of God. It is the Hail Mary in which 
we begin by praising what God has done in her, and we 
end by asking her to pray for us now and at the hour of our 
death. She has been given to us by Christ to be our mother 
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and our model. She is the help of Christians. Let us take 
her into our hearts and abide with her constantly. She is 
the queen mother and our mother too. 

-- 
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Feast of Saint Bartholomew, Apostle (August 24) 

Saint Bartholomew, Bar-Tolmai or son of Tolmai, was one 
of the twelve Apostles called to the apostolate by our 
Blessed Lord Himself. His name is more adequately 
rendered by his given name, Nathanael (as in John’s 
Gospel). He was a native of Cana in Galilee, and a friend 
of Philip. Philip hastened to communicate to his friend the 
good news of his discovery of Christ. Jesus saw Nathanael 
coming to Him, and said of him, “Behold a true Israelite, in 
whom there is no guile” (Cf. John 1:45-49). And 
Nathanael, when Jesus told him He had already seen him in 
a certain place, confessed his faith at once: “Rabbi, Thou 
art the Son of God, Thou art the King of Israel!” He 
carried the Gospel through the most barbarous countries of 
the East, penetrating into the remoter Indies, baptizing 
neophytes and casting out demons. A copy of the Gospel 
of Saint Matthew was found in India by Saint Pantaenus in 
the third century, taken there, according to local tradition, 
by Saint Bartholomew. 
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Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 96 (95): 2-3 Proclaim the 
salvation of God day by day; tell among the nations his 
glory. 

Collect Strengthen in us, O Lord, the faith, by which the 
blessed Apostle Bartholomew clung wholeheartedly to 
your Son, and grant that through the help of his prayers 
your Church may become for all the nations the sacrament 
of salvation. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Revel. 21:9b-14; Psalm 145:10-13, 17-18; 

John 1:45-51 

Philip found Nathanael and told him, “We have found 
the one about whom Moses wrote in the law, and also the 
prophets, Jesus son of Joseph, from Nazareth. ” But 
Nathanael said to him, “Can anything good come from 
Nazareth? ” Philip said to him, “Come and see. ” Jesus saw 
Nathanael coming toward him and said of him, “Here is a 
true child of Israel. There is no duplicity in him. ” 
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Nathanael said to him, “How do you know me?” Jesus 
answered and said to him, “Before Philip called you, I saw 
you under the fig tree. ” Nathanael answered him, “Rabbi, 
you are the Son of God; you are the King of Israel. ” Jesus 
answered and said to him, “Do you believe because I told 
you that I saw you under the fig tree ? You will see greater 
things than this. ” And he said to him, “Amen, amen, I say 
to you, you will see heaven opened and the angels of God 
ascending and descending on the Son of Man. ” (John 
1:45-51) 

Friendship with Jesus One of the winning things 
about the Gospel of St John is the greater abundance of 
detail in the fewer events portrayed. John remembered the 
details and his mind and heart lingered on them. 
Especially heart-warming are the accounts of the Apostles’ 
first meetings with our Lord. We remember how in his 
first chapter St John describes the two disciples leaving 
John the Baptist to follow Jesus, how Jesus turned and 
invited them to come and visit where he was staying, and 
how they stayed with him for the rest of that day. They 
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believed. Andrew, one of the two, went to his brother 
Simon and told him they had found the Messiah. What a 
momentous conclusion to reach after a few hours of 
meeting! A question: What led to this? In our Gospel today 
from the same first chapter we have the same sort of thing 
being described. Philip was called by our Lord, and his 
meeting with our Lord led him to a full and total conviction 
that “we have found the one about whom Moses wrote in 
the law, and also the prophets, Jesus son of Joseph, from 
Nazareth .” Again, a question: What led to this? Philip went 
to Nathanael and told him. Nathanael was somewhat 
sceptical, but went to meet Jesus. Christ said he saw him 
under the fig tree and his attitude changed to a full and 
enlightened faith: “Rabbi, you are the Son of God; you are 
the King of Israel.” Again, What led to this? Well, our 
Lord himself said to Nathanael that he had come to belief 
on simple grounds: “Do you believe because I told you that 
I saw you under the fig tree? You will see greater things 
than this” (John 1:45-51). These Apostles, quickly and 
very early on, arrived at a true faith in Jesus, a faith that 
needed to be developed of course, but nevertheless it was 
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the authentic faith our Lord was seeking. The grounds for 
their faith were simple but sufficient, enabling them to 
arrive at a true knowledge of who Jesus is. Basically, it 
can only be accounted for as due to their being properly 
disposed. They were marvellously disposed for God and 
for whatever he might do and reveal. That is an important 
lesson for us in the matter of faith. 

Our Gospel passage not only tells us important things 
about the dispositions needed to be a ready and true 
disciple of Christ. More importantly it tells us about Christ 
himself. Consider the Person, Jesus himself, who so 
quickly showed to Philip that he was the long predicted 
Messiah. Consider the Person, Jesus himself, who changed 
Nathanael’s scepticism at his first words to him. In terms 
of its turnabout it can be compared to the change wrought 
in Saul of Tarsus on his way to Damascus. The change in 
Nathanael occurred not as a result of a dramatic heavenly 
intervention but because of a simple meeting with the man 
Jesus. Nathanael immediately saw that Jesus was not only 
the Messiah (the King of Israel) but somehow and in some 
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sense the Son of God. There was something about Jesus 
that made him so utterly convincing, so utterly unique, so 
utterly exalted in every way to the one who was properly 
disposed to see it. We “beheld his glory”, St John writes 
(John 1: 14). Theirs was an immense privilege to have 
come to know Jesus so early. Our Lord had lived in 
Nazareth for thirty years and only his mother and 
foster-father knew who he really was. But with just a little 
association with him, our Lord revealed his Person to these 
new disciples to such an extent that there was no doubt in 
their minds that he was the centre of all history and of 
God’s plan for mankind. It is surely difficult to think of 
anyone like him in the annals of history. With good reason 
he has been declared to be the most influential person in all 
history. The lesson for us? We must strive to be with Jesus 
and to get to know him. We must live with him with our 
hearts truly open to his Person and to the light of God. We 
must meet with Jesus in faith and live in his company in 
faith and prayer, asking the Father and the Holy Spirit to 
enlighten our hearts and minds as to the Person of Jesus, 
just as the hearts and minds of these first disciples were so 
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wonderfully and rapidly enlightened. They had a long way 
to go, but their start was true and authentic and it reached a 
true knowledge of Jesus Christ the Son of God. 

Let us place ourselves in the simple Gospel scene of 
today and share in the meeting with Jesus experienced by 
his first disciples, disciples who became members of the 
Twelve. Life is to be described as a friendship with Jesus, 
a friendship that includes an authentic and true knowledge 
of him. Our whole life is to be based on and shaped by that 
friendship. It is a friendship forged in daily prayer and 
fidelity to the Person of the Master. He lives now and he 
calls us to be his friends. 


Vb»©«dv 
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Memorial of the Martyrdom of Saint John the Baptist 
(August 29) 

The greatest of prophets suffered the fate of so many Old 
Testament prophets before him: rejection and martyrdom. 
The “voice crying in the desert” did not hesitate to accuse 
the guilty, did not hesitate to speak the truth. Scripture 
tells us that many people followed John looking to him for 
hope, perhaps in anticipation of some great messianic 
power. John never allowed himself the false honour of 
receiving these people for his own glory. He knew his 
calling was one of preparation. “I am baptizing you with 
water, for repentance, but the one who is coming after me 
is mightier than I. I am not worthy to carry his sandals. He 
will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire” (Matthew 
3:11). When the time came, he led his disciples to Jesus: 
“The next day John was there again with two of his 
disciples, and as he watched Jesus walk by, he said, 
‘Behold, the Lamb of God.’ The two disciples heard what 
he said and followed Jesus” (John 1:35-37). 
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Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 119 (118): 46-47 I spoke, O 
Lord, of your decrees before kings, and was not 
confounded; I pondered your commands and loved them 
greatly. 

Collect O God, who willed that Saint John the Baptist 
should go ahead of your Son both in his birth and in his 
death, grant that, as he died a Martyr for truth and justice, 
we, too, may fight hard for the confession of what you 
teach. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives 
and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Jeremiah 1: 17-19; Psalm 70; 

Mark 6:17-29 

Herod was the one who had John the Baptist arrested 
and bound in prison on account of Herodias, the wife of his 
brother Philip, whom he had married. John had said to 
Herod, “It is not lawful for you to have your brother’s 
wife. ” Herodias harboured a grudge against him and 
wanted to kill him but was unable to do so. Herod feared 
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John, knowing him to be a righteous and holy man, and 
kept him in custody. When he heard him speak he was very 
much perplexed, yet he liked to listen to him. She had an 
opportunity one day when Herod, on his birthday, gave a 
banquet for his courtiers, his military officers, and the 
leading men of Galilee. Herodias ’ own daughter came in 
and performed a dance that delighted Herod and his 
guests. The king said to the girl, “Ask of me whatever you 
wish and I will grant it to you. ” He even swore many 
things to her, “I will grant you whatever you ask of me, 
even to half of my kingdom. ” She went out and said to her 
mother, “What shall I ask for? ” She replied, “The head of 
John the Baptist. ” The girl hurried back to the king’s 
presence and made her request, “I want you to give me at 
once on a platter the head of John the Baptist. ” The king 
was deeply distressed, but because of his oaths and the 
guests he did not wish to break his word to her. So he 
promptly dispatched an executioner with orders to bring 
back his head. He went off and beheaded him in the 
prison. He brought in the head on a platter and gave it to 
the girl. The girl in turn gave it to her mother. When his 
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disciples heard about it, they came and took his body and 
laid it in a tomb. (Mark 6:17-29) 

Being on guard The daily news as it comes to us in 
the press or on television or radio is in large measure the 
news of tragedies. There is the tragedy of daily accidents, 
of murder, of war, of famines and various natural disasters 
leading to loss of life or injury. Life and human history is 
in large measure tragic, but its most tragic element is the 
presence and perpetration of sin. This was the tragedy 
present in man’s beginnings. If only at the beginning he 
had not sinned! God has revealed to us that at the 
beginning man sinned, and that sin brought death and more 
sin. It was a catastrophe of incalculable proportions, and 
the most catastrophic element in the history of man since 
then has been the presence of sin. Now, how did it occur? 
Man sinned as a result of giving in to temptation coming 
from outside him. It was proposed to him that he disobey 
God. It was intimated by another that it would be in his 
own interest to disregard the expressed will of God. It was 
suggested from without that if he partook of the tree of the 
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knowledge of good and evil, he would be godlike in his 
own right and not subject in matters of right and wrong to 
Another. The man and the woman were placed in a garden 
(as it were), by their Creator and given commands for their 
life in the garden, but another approached and put to the 
woman, who in turn put to the man, that their course be 
rebellion. They freely and without any compulsion or 
interior drive accepted the temptation. They sinned 
mortally as had Satan long before. In the case of the 
woman, and then the man, the temptation came from 
without. Let us turn now to our Gospel text (Mark 
6:17-29) in which there is portrayed temptation and 
grievous sin. Herod had sinned by shutting up in prison the 
holy John who had reproved him for taking Herodias to 
himself as his wife. The situation escalated and sin led to 
further sin. 

Recall from what quarter came the prompting for 
these sins. We can just imagine the urging by Herodias 
that Herod imprison John, and we are specifically told that 
she wanted to have John killed. But Herod, superstitious in 
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the presence of a holy man, would not allow it. The chance 
came with Herod’s birthday and the riveting dancing by the 
daughter of Herodias. Herod in his bravado promises the 
girl anything she wishes and Herodias seizes her chance. 
The girl, prompted by her implacable mother, requests the 
head of John the Baptist, which she receives. A terrible 
crime and sin before God is proposed to Herod, and he 
falls. Due to his sensuality and his fear of what he thinks 
will be the judgment of others, he gives in to the 
temptation. What the Church has traditionally called “the 
flesh” lays him open to fall before the temptation coming 
from “the world” of others. Undoubtedly behind both, there 
was the orchestration of these factors by “the devil”, who 
was so hateful of the person and witness of John. 
Temptation to sin comes from within ourselves and from 
Satan, but here we notice that which is so pervasive in 
everyday life, namely that others can and do often lead us 
into sin. The prevailing culture with its expectations and 
values, our workplace companions, even our friends and 
circle of relatives and even family members can prompt us 
to do what God forbids. We must be on guard against the 
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occasions of sin coming from the suggestions and 
expectations and pressure from others. We must be on 
guard against those occasions of sin and if possible avoid 
them because if we are tempted, we can fall. We are, say, 
with a group of friends and the conversation turns impure 
or it is proposed that the group go to something grossly 
unchaste. There is a serious temptation afoot and we could 
fall unless we be on guard and be ready to resist a perhaps 
silent but very real pressure. It could be any one of a 
number of different kinds of sin which is at issue. We 
must be ever on guard against temptation to sin. 

Let us learn from this pattern portrayed in today’s 
Gospel to be ever vigilant. Let us understand that at every 
choice we stand at a crossroad. It is that of either loving 
and obeying God or loving self and sinning. God or sin, 
good or evil, that is the constant choice in life. That is the 
ultimate issue in the universe. Let us make our choice for 
God and the good now and resolve resolutely to live it out 
whatever be the temptation at hand. 

-- 
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Feast of the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
(September 8) 

Today the Church celebrates the dawning of the 
Redemption over the world when the Mother of the 
Saviour was born. The Blessed Virgin occupies a unique 
place in the history of salvation, and heaven rejoices at her 
birth. The Lord commissioned for her the highest mission 
entrusted to any creature. 

Entrance Antiphon Let us celebrate with joy the Nativity 
of the Blessed Virgin Mary, for from her arose the sun of 
justice, Christ our God. 

Collect Impart to your servants, we pray, O Lord, the 
gift of heavenly grace, that the feast of the Nativity of the 
Blessed Virgin may bring deeper peace to those for whom 
the birth of her Son was the dawning of salvation. Through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with 
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. 
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Scripture today : Micah5:l-4a or Rom.8:28-30; 

Psalm 13:6ab, 6c; Matt. 1:1-16, 18-23 or Matt. 1:18-23 

This is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about. 
When his mother Mary was betrothed to Joseph, but before 
they lived together, she was found with child through the 
Holy Spirit. Joseph her husband, since he was a righteous 
man, yet unwilling to expose her to shame, decided to 
divorce her quietly. Such was his intention when, behold, 
the angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, 
“ Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary your 
wife into your home. For it is through the Holy Spirit that 
this child has been conceived in her. She will bear a son 
and you are to name him Jesus, because he will save his 
people from their sins. ” All this took place to fulfill what 
the Lord had said through the prophet: Behold, the virgin 
shall be with child and bear a son, and they shall name him 
Emmanuel, which means “God is with us. ” (Matthew 
1:18-23) 

Mary Throughout the Church’s year many saints 
are remembered. Their memorial days are celebrated on 
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the day of their entry into eternal life — in other words, on 
the day of their death. So important were the lives of a few 
of them in the history of salvation that not only is the day 
of their death celebrated, but also the day of their birth. 
The archetype of this is our Lord himself. We celebrate his 
death on Good Friday and his Resurrection on Easter 
Sunday (and indeed on every Sunday), but also his birth on 
Christmas day. So too we celebrate not only the death but 
also the birth of John the Baptist, both of which events are 
narrated and celebrated in the Gospels. The case is the 
same with the Virgin Mary, mother of the Son of God 
made man. With her, though, not only are her birth and her 
passing from this life celebrated in the Church’s year, but 
also her very conception. The Church teaches as being 
divinely revealed (drawing primarily on her holy and 
divinely-guided Tradition) that at the end of her mortal life 
she was taken body and soul glorious into heaven. This 
event the Church celebrates on August 15, the feast of the 
Assumption. The Church also teaches as being divinely 
revealed (again, drawing primarily on her infallible 
Tradition) that she was conceived free of original sin. This 
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fact the Church celebrates on December 8, the feast of the 
Immaculate Conception. But so important is Mary the 
mother of God in the saving plan of God that the Church 
also celebrates her very birth. This she does on September 
8. Indeed, the Church celebrates not only her conception, 
her birth and her passing from this life to the glory of 
heaven, but many other events and titles of the Virgin 
Mary during the course of the year. She is the glory of our 
race and the masterpiece of the Holy Spirit. She is without 
sin; a wholly beautiful human being in mind, heart and 
soul; a person of incomparable holiness. 

In thinking of the birth of the Virgin Mary the Church 
places before the faithful for their contemplation her 
conception of the Redeemer and some of the circumstances 
associated with this event. We consider it from the 
perspective of her holy betrothed, Joseph the carpenter. He 
was “a righteous man” and the Church in her Tradition has 
thrown a powerful and magnifying light on the richness 
and depth of this brief description. He was indeed most 
“righteous”, most “just”. As the husband of the holiest and 
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purest of God’s creatures and the foster-father and guardian 
of her peerless divine Son, he was of such singular holiness 
that the Church has declared this protector of the Holy 
Family to be the heavenly guardian of the Church here on 
earth till the end of time. Well then, Mary was found by 
him to be with child prior to their intended marriage. The 
angel of the Lord intervened to resolve his holy perplexity 
and to direct him to take Mary to his home as his wife. 
The words of the angel bring glory to Mary: “ Joseph, son 
of David, do not be afraid to take Mary your wife into your 
home. For it is through the Holy Spirit that this child has 
been conceived in her. She will bear a son and you are to 
name him Jesus, because he will save his people from their 
sins ” (Matthew 1:18-23). Mary was born with a high 
mission, and this was to be the mother of the long awaited 
messianic Redeemer who, in the event, was the Son of God 
made man. She was born to be the Queen-mother of the 
promised King, and in heaven she intercedes in this 
capacity with unfailing effect on behalf of us, her children. 
Yet in all this dignity that was hers, her life was humble, 
hidden and ever waiting on God, as we see in our Gospel 
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passage today. She left it to God to exalt her and to 
enlighten her future husband as to her high vocation. Like 
her Son she was meek and humble of heart. Her faith and 
trust in God and her humility are a constant example to us. 
Holy Mary, mother of God, pray for us! 

Let us take Mary into our home, the home of our 
heart. Joseph took Mary to his home, and some thirty three 
years later her dying Son entrusted her to his beloved 
disciple, who likewise took her to his home. She is our 
heavenly mother in Christ, and we are her children. Let us 
take her to the home of our hearts and resolve, with her 
intercession, to follow her path which is none other than 
that of her divine son. She is the first and the perfect 
Christian, the help of Christians and our heavenly mother. 

-- 


- 2633 - 





Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross (September 
14 ) 

On the Feast of the Exaltation of the Cross (or Triumph of 
the Cross) we honour the Holy Cross by which Christ 
redeemed the world. The public veneration of the Cross of 
Christ originated in the fourth century, according to early 
accounts, beginning with the miraculous discovery of the 
cross on September 14, 326, by Saint Helena, mother of 
Constantine, while she was on a pilgrimage to Jerusalem - 
the same day that two churches built at the site of Calvary 
by Constantine were dedicated. The observance of the 
Feast of the Exaltation (probably from a Greek word 
meaning "bringing to light") of the Cross has been 
celebrated by Christians on September 14 ever since. In 
the Western Church, the feast came into prominence in the 
seventh century, apparently inspired by the recovery of a 
portion of the Cross by the Roman emperor Heraclius in 
629. 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Gal 6: 14 We should glory in the 
Cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, in whom is our salvation, 
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life and resurrection, through whom we are saved and 
delivered. 

Collect O God, who willed that your Only Begotten Son 
should undergo the Cross to save the human race, grant, we 
pray, that we, who have known his mystery on earth, may 
merit the grace of his redemption in heaven. Through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Numbers 21:4b-9; Psalm 78:lbc-2, 34-38; 

Philippians 2:6-11; John 3:13-17 

Jesus said to Nicodemus: “No one has gone up to 
heaven except the one who has come down from heaven, 
the Son of Man. And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in 
the desert, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, so that 
everyone who believes in him may have eternal life. ” For 
God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that 
everyone who believes in him might not perish but might 
have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the 
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world to condemn the world, but that the world might be 
saved through him. (John 3:13-17) 

The Cross One of the greatest themes in world 
literature, in poetry, in drama, in epics, in fiction of all 
kinds, and in historical narrative, is the curse of suffering 
and death. Particularly powerful is the spectacle of 
suffering that does not appear to be just, and death at the 
end of suffering that has no apparent purpose. One could 
make a case for asserting that much of the religious life of 
man is a response to the mystery of suffering and evil, and 
the student of religion could well approach his researches 
with the question of how the religion he is studying deals 
with suffering and death. What meaning does this or that 
religion discover or attribute to suffering and evil? To take 
an obvious instance, Buddha several centuries before 
Christ set out to find the answer to the burden of suffering 
that afflicts man. He believed that he had found the answer 
— and the Christian would grant that Buddha found some 
elements of the answer. Into this world-wide and enduring 
dilemma, the living God has intervened with his revelation. 
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Ultimately evil and suffering have their origin in the sin of 
man, and God has sent his remedy for sin. That remedy is 
to be found in the Person of Christ who not only redeems 
man from sin but, in the gift of his Holy Spirit, sanctifies 
him. This grand remedy is offered to all, and it is the 
responsibility of all Christ’s faithful to bring Christ to 
others, for in him is found every heavenly blessing. But 
now, there is a remarkable feature of this work of man’s 
redemption. It is that obedience in the midst of 
incalculable suffering, culminating in death, is the divinely 
chosen means of redemption and sanctification. It is not 
just that Christ by his obedience saved us from our 
disobedience. He saved us by the Cross. That is to say, he 
saved us not just by his obedience but by his obedience 
unto death. His passion and death was the distinguishing 
and irreplaceable context whereby his obedience was tested 
and manifested. Man’s disobedience was atoned by 
Christ’s obedient embrace of his suffering and death on the 
Cross. 


- 2637 - 



St Paul speaks of the foolishness of the Cross. Christ 
chose, in obedience to his heavenly Father, the path of 
suffering, that suffering that was part and parcel of his 
witness to the truth unto death. It is hard to think of 
anything like it in the history of religions. Mahomet did 
not embrace obedient suffering as such in order to atone for 
mankind’s sin. Nor did Buddha. The embrace of the Cross 
is distinctive of Christianity and the connection between 
the path of the Cross and redemption is of itself a mystery. 
Furthermore, Christ made it plain that if anyone wishes to 
be his disciple, that person must deny himself, take up his 
cross — we notice the use of the term ‘the cross’ — every 
day, and follow in his footsteps. The Christian embraces 
the cross, he chooses to take it up and he does so out of 
love for Jesus and a desire to be with him and to walk with 
him during the course of life. His path is that of the 
acceptance of whatever suffering is entailed in doing God’s 
will. Indeed, it is more than the mere acceptance of it. The 
one who loves Christ by the grace of the Holy Spirit also 
actively embraces the cross. We see this exemplified 
countless times in the history of Christian holiness and in 


- 2638 - 



the saints of the Church. They loved the Cross because 
they loved Christ. They chose the path of difficulty and 
mortification (if it was the divine will) out of love for 
Christ who embraced his passion and death for their sake. 
For the man in the street, as we might call him, this is 
foolishness. It is a foolishness even to many a Christian — 
to those Christians who have not yet embarked on a 
generous following of Christ. Such persons, to use St 
Paul’s expressions, are still on the milk of religion and 
have not yet passed on to the meat of the Christian religion. 
All this is to say that the Christian religion exalts the Cross 
of our Lord Jesus Christ and holds it up for our veneration 
and imitation (John 3:13-17). 

The path to holiness in Christ lies in embracing the 
cross of Christ and in exalting it in our own life. St Paul 
writes, “ Let this mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus”, 
and as he writes again, “ with Christ I am nailed to the 
Cross.” This is the true answer to the problem of suffering 
in the life of each person and in the world. We must 
approach it with the mind of Christ and in union with him. 
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If we suffer with Christ, we are on the path to dying with 
him. If we die with him we shall rise with him, and if we 
rise with him we shall reign with him. Let us pray for the 
signal grace to look on obedient suffering as Christ did, 
and to live this out in our daily life. 

-- 
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Memorial of Our Lady of Sorrows (September 15) 

For a while there were two feasts in honour of the 
Sorrowful Mother: one going back to the 15th century, the 
other to the 17th century. Both were celebrated by the 
universal Church: one on the Friday before Palm Sunday, 
the other in September. The principal biblical references to 
Mary's sorrows are in Luke 2:35 and John 19:26-27. The 
Lucan passage is Simeon's prediction about a sword 
piercing Mary's soul; the Johannine passage relates Jesus' 
words to Mary and to the beloved disciple. Many early 
Church writers interpret the sword as Mary's sorrows, 
especially as she saw Jesus die on the cross. Thus, the two 
passages are brought together as prediction and fulfilment. 
St. Ambrose in particular sees Mary as a sorrowful yet 
powerful figure at the cross. Mary stood fearlessly at the 
cross while others fled. Mary looked on her Son's wounds 
with pity, but saw in them the salvation of the world. 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Lk 2:34-35 Simeon said to Mary: 
Behold, this child is destined for the ruin and rising of 


- 2641 - 



many in Israel, and to be a sign of contradiction; and your 
own soul a sword will pierce. 

Collect O God, who willed that, when your Son was lifted 
high on the Cross, his Mother should stand close by and 
share his suffering, grant that your Church, participating 
with the Virgin Mary in the Passion of Christ, may merit a 
share in his Resurrection. Who lives and reigns with you in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 1 Timothy 1:15-17; Psalm 113:lb-2-7; 

John 19:25-27 or Luke 2:33-35 

Standing by the cross of Jesus were his mother and 
his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary 
Magdalene. When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple 
there whom he loved he said to his mother, “Woman, 
behold, your son. ” Then he said to the disciple, “Behold, 
your mother. ” And from that hour the disciple took her into 
his home. (John 19:25-27) 

Jesus’ father and mother were amazed at what was 
said about him; and Simeon blessed them and said to Mary 
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his mother, “Behold, this child is destined for the fall and 
rise of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be 
contradicted and you yourself a sword will pierce so that 
the thoughts of many hearts may be revealed. ” (Luke 
2:33-35) 

Mary Christ the Son of God made man was 
intensely human. His was a perfect and full humanity, 
indeed the fullest and most perfect of any man in history. 
His feelings were profound and the affront and the 
sufferings of his Passion and crucifixion were incalculable. 
That God could take on a human nature and suffer as he 
did is an extraordinary surprise to man and a signal 
manifestation of his power. His embrace of weakness and 
death is an act of his divine might. But now, consider one 
aspect of the lengths to which he was reduced during his 
passion and death. Rendered prostrate on the cross in the 
presence of his blessed mother, in his weakness he was 
helped by her presence and support. His divine Father was 
his stay, but his very human mother was also his great and 
strong support. She was there watching on, as her Son and 
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incarnate God slowly drowned in a sea of immeasurable 
suffering. She watched and went to the depths with him, 
supporting him in his work of suffering. She knew that he 
was redeeming the world and fulfilling his mission, and she 
was united with him in his determination to accomplish the 
work. As he was eager from love, so was she. He saw her 
before him; he knew she was there; he was fully aware that 
she understood why this was happening and why he had 
chosen this path. We remember the martyrdom of the 
seven brothers in 2 Maccabees 7, and especially the 
support of their mother urging them on to be faithful in 
their witness to God. How much more did the all-holy 
Mary silently support and encourage her dying Son in his 
work of making all things new at last! Mary suffered with 
Jesus as no one else did or could. Just as he was not 
reluctant, nor was she. She carried the cross with him in 
spirit and virtually, we could say, died in grief with him — 
and in all she was silent and strong like her Son. In faith 
she understood and she supported him to the last, and just 
as he would not have had it different, nor would she. Her 
Son was redeeming the entire world, including herself. 
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On this day when we think of the Sorrows of Mary the 
mother of Jesus, we think of her incomparable union with 
her Son in his sorrows. This is the meaning of the Sorrows 
of Mary. We think of her at the foot of the Cross watching 
her Son die a horrible death. He the all-holy One of God, 
he the Son of the Father, he through whom all things were 
made, was bearing the sins of the entire world and 
expiating for them all. There was not, nor could there ever 
be, anything like it in the history of the world. It was the 
greatest work in the universe and in all history, and it 
changed the prospects of mankind and the world. The 
Cross was being exalted and, pinned to it as to the highest 
throne of all time, was the Son of God. He was consumed 
in a fire of suffering that sent its divine holocaust to the 
Father on high. Now, Mary was part of the holocaust, 
entirely united in mind, heart and soul to her Son. She was 
the first and greatest Christian who had followed him as he 
carried the Cross. She united herself totally to his sacrifice 
with all the consuming suffering that made up her offering. 
If, as St Paul says, we are to die with him so as to rise with 
him, and if this pattern is to be lived every day of our lives, 
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then Mary more than anyone died with Christ in spirit at 
Calvary and rose with him in spirit at his resurrection. In 
her the Church was present and represented, and what she 
did then, by God’s grace we all can do in our modest way 
every time we participate in holy Mass. Mass is the 
mystery of Calvary being made present. Together with 
Christ at Mass, Mary his mother is of course present too for 
she more than anyone else is in him. With him she renews 
the offering of all her sorrows, and as the mother and the 
model of the Church she invites us to unite ourselves to her 
so that we might be more united with her Son. How much 
closer was the beloved disciple John to Jesus on the Cross 
for being next to his sorrowing mother! So too, let us be 
close to Mary all through life especially every time we 
participate in the sacrifice of the Mass (John 19:25-27). 

Mary at the foot of the Cross was given by Christ to 
the beloved disciple. The beloved disciple was given by 
Christ to her. Let us then accept her as our mother and our 
model. She will keep us close to Jesus our Saviour and 
will unite us to his offering of himself to the Father. She 
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will help us follow in his footsteps and by her prayers and 
help we shall learn to live and die with him, and so rise and 
reign with him. 

-- 
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Feast of Saint Matthew, Apostle and Evangelist 
(September 21) 

Saint Matthew, Apostle and Evangelist, also called Levi, 
was the son of Alphaeus. He was a publican, that is, a tax 
collector for the Romans. His profession was hateful to the 
Jews. Nevertheless, our lord called him to be one of the 
Twelve. Matthew’s vocation reminds us that sanctity is not 
reserved for privileged persons. All states in life, all 
professions, all noble tasks may be sanctified, as the 
Church teaches. Matthew is one of the Twelve Apostles. 
We do not know details of his work of evangelization or of 
his martyrdom which perhaps took place in Persia. 
Tradition unanimously acknowledges him as the author of 
the first Gospel, written in Aramaic, the language that our 
Lord himself spoke, and translated into Greek afterwards. 
St Matthew’s name appears among the other apostles in the 
Roman Canon. 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Mt 28: 19-20 Go and make 
disciples of all nations, baptizing them and teaching them 
to observe all that I have commanded you, says the Lord. 
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Collect O God, who with untold mercy were pleased to 
choose as an Apostle Saint Matthew, the tax collector, 
grant that, sustained by his example and intercession, we 
may merit to hold firm in following you. Through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Ephesians 4:1-7, 11-13; Psalm 19:2-5; 

Matthew 9:9-13 

As Jesus passed by, he saw a man named Matthew 
sitting at the customs post. He said to him, “Follow me. ” 
And he got up and followed him. While he was at table in 
his house, many tax collectors and sinners came and sat 
with Jesus and his disciples. The Pharisees saw this and 
said to his disciples, “ Why does your teacher eat with tax 
collectors and sinners?” He heard this and said, “Those 
who are well do not need a physician, but the sick do. Go 
and learn the meaning of the words, I desire mercy, not 
sacrifice. I did not come to call the righteous but sinners. ” 
(Matthew 9:9-13) 
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Matthew There have been many people in 

history who have had the gift of attracting and influencing 
others in a notable way. But it would be difficult to think 
of a person who was able to attract people so instantly and 
so enduringly to himself and in himself to a high and 
demanding religious cause, as did Jesus of Nazareth. He 
met people, invited them to follow him, and they did so, 
right up to their eventual martyrdom. Let us enter into the 
mind and heart of our Lord’s first followers, taking 
Matthew as an example of them. We read that as “ Jesus 
passed by, he saw a man named Matthew sitting at the 
customs post.’’'' Christ’s call to him was simple, unadorned 
and peremptory: “He said to him, ‘Follow me. ’ And he got 
up and followed him ” (Matthew 9:9-13). Reading between 
the lines we surely detect an immense joy and appreciation 
on the part of Matthew for the call he had just received. He 
sensed that in Jesus he had found the treasure of his life, 
the pearl of great price for which he was prepared to forego 
everything if necessary. He had been given the opportunity 
of a lifetime, which was a personal invitation simply to be 
with Jesus and to share in his life and work. The case is 
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the same with the others. The passage we are thinking of is 
from the Gospel of St Matthew. In his Gospel, St John also 
tells us with fondness of the first time our Lord’s first 
disciples met him. In his first chapter he tells how John the 
Baptist pointed our Lord out to two of his disciples as the 
Lamb of God. The two set out to follow Jesus, and were 
invited by him to come and see where he lived. This they 
did, and became his life-long followers. One of them, 
Andrew, went to his brother Simon and told him that they 
had found the Messiah. He brought him to Jesus and 
Simon became his disciple, indeed, the visible rock of the 
Church. It all points to a sense in these disciples that Jesus 
was everything. He was all that they needed. He was the 
One they wished to live and die for. Their response to 
Jesus is a testimony to the grandeur of Jesus as the Saviour 
of the world. 

The case should be the same with every Christian. 
Each baptized person has been called by Christ to belong to 
him and has been placed in him by the grace of the Holy 
Spirit. St Paul writes that this is the mystery that has at last 
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been revealed, Christ in you, your hope of glory. We who 
are baptized have received a call similar to that of Matthew 
in that Jesus invites us to live in his company and in his 
friendship, sharing in his mission in the midst of our daily 
work and activities, accompanying him along the daily 
road to Calvary, living and dying with him and in due time 
rising with him to glory. But we must start with a 
discovery of the uniqueness and grandeur of the Person of 
Jesus. We cannot hope to be a Christian if we have not 
discovered the living and very real Person of Christ. We 
have to catch his gaze, notice that he is looking upon us, 
realize that his eyes are trying to catch ours. He wants us 
to hear him in the depths of our hearts. Just as the first 
disciples of Christ — such as the Apostle Matthew — 
discovered Jesus, so must we. Christianity is not just a 
way of life, or a religion in a general sense with Jesus as its 
founder, or some benevolent attitude to life and to others. 
No. It is above all the knowledge and love of a living 
Person who has penetrated our hearts and seized our 
affections and our spiritual loyalty. The Christian religion 
is Christ and the wholehearted following of him. Matthew 
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began to live the Christian religion when he heard the call 
of Christ and left what he was doing to follow him. The 
other disciples followed suit, and so it has been from 
generation to generation since then. The Church’s mission 
is to call all the nations, the whole world to follow Jesus in 
a very personal way in the great family of his Church. 
That is to say, the work of the Church and of all of Christ’s 
faithful is to make disciples of all the nations in the way 
that Matthew became a disciple, hearing the invitation of 
Christ, then rising to follow him and live in his company 
no matter what the cost. There was a sad exception and it 
was Judas. He too was called by Christ although we are 
not given the circumstances. But after walking with Christ 
and in intimacy with him, his heart secretly turned away. It 
led to the catastrophe of his betraying the Lord of life. 

Let us take note of this and remember that we must be 
vigilant over our hearts, being careful every day to fight sin 
and renounce Satan. Christ is to be the Lord of our life in 
all its details. Let us not fail him. 

-- 
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Feast of Saints Michael, Gabriel, and Raphael, 
archangels (September 29) 

Michael ('Who is like God?') was the archangel who led 
the fight against the Dragon and his angels in the 
Apocalypse. Four times his name is recorded in Scripture: 
Daniel 10:13, Daniel 12:1, in the Letter of St Jude verse 9 
and in the Apocalypse 12:7. He is the protector of all 
humanity. To protect us from the snares of the devil, it is 
good to have recourse to St Michael. Gabriel ('Strength of 
God') appears in Daniel 8: 16-17, Daniel 9:21 and perhaps 
Daniel 10: 5-6. In the Gospel of St Luke, he announces to 
Zechariah the coming birth of John the Baptist and to Mary 
the birth of Jesus. His greeting to the Virgin, 'Hail, full of 
Grace' is one of the most familiar and frequent prayers of 
the Christian people. Raphael ('Medicine of God') is the 
archangel who took care of Tobias on his journey, as 
recorded in the beautiful Septuagint Book of Tobias - and 
he identifies himself in Tobias 12:15. 

Scripture today : Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14 or Revelation 

12:7-12ab; Psalm 138:1-5; John 1:47-51 
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Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward him and said of 
him, “Here is a true child of Israel. There is no duplicity 
in him. ” Nathanael said to him, “How do you know me? ” 
Jesus answered and said to him, “Before Philip called you, 
I saw you under the fig tree. ” Nathanael answered him, 
“Rabbi, you are the Son of God; you are the King of 
Israel. ” Jesus answered and said to him, “Do you believe 
because I told you that I saw you under the fig tree? You 
will see greater things than this. ” And he said to him, 
“Amen, amen, I say to you, you will see heaven opened and 
the angels of God ascending and descending on the Son of 
Man. ” (John 1:47-51) 

Angels There is an enduring interest in nature 
documentaries, and with good reason. Nature films 
explore the unending variety of species among animals, 
fish, insects and plant life. Consider the variety of fish life! 
Consider the range of species in the insect world! Nature 
manifests an astonishing multiplicity and richness with 
countless elements supporting other elements. It all comes 
from the creative hand of God who holds our vast universe 
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in being. But now, this world which we see and which we 
are forever discovering is not the only world that there is. 
God is not only the creator of all things visible, but the 
creator of what could well be a much vaster invisible 
world, the world of the angels and Archangels, as well, of 
course, as those departed from this life who are with him. 
He is the Creator of all things, seen and unseen. It has 
been revealed to us in both the Old and New Testaments 
and by the word of Christ himself that there is a great and 
powerful universe of angels. Indeed, this universe is 
divided into two great camps. Our Lord in one of his 
replies to the scribes and Pharisees refers to the kingdom 
and the household of Satan. There is the kingdom of God 
and there is the kingdom of Satan. Today, the feast of the 
Archangels Michael, Gabriel and Raphael, we think of the 
angelic world that stands in the presence of God serving 
him constantly. In particular, we think of the Archangels. 
So we are reminded of the unimaginable variety of what 
we might call “kind” among the angels. St Thomas 
Aquinas teaches that the angel is his own distinct species 
because the angel is not material. In some way that is 
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difficult to imagine, every angel is a distinct species. This 
includes the Archangels, those angelic persons specifically 
mentioned in the Scriptures who were entrusted with a 
mission to man of the first importance. So as we think of 
the three Archangels of today let us think of the infinite 
power and beauty of God from whom they came. 

But as we think of God and his angelic world with all 
its beauty and variety, let us remember that the angels of 
God are serving him constantly also for our sake. The 
three Archangels of today, Michael, Raphael and Gabriel, 
feature in Scripture as serving the saving work of God on 
our behalf. They represent the vast activity going on in 
heaven for the sake of man. Consider how great is the sea 
of human history with its millions and millions of souls 
coming into this world and then shortly afterwards passing 
out of it. In a hundred years’ time the entire population of 
this earth will be replaced. The drama of the life of each 
human soul is the object of the attention and work of the 
great battalions of angels who serve the living God in his 
plan for man’s redemption. Heaven is at work for the sake 
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of this world. Our three Archangels of today remind us of 
this. The tradition of the Church speaks of angels of 
churches, nations, households, individuals. Let us look on 
this vast service, exemplified in the Scriptural accounts of 
Michael, Raphael and Gabriel, as manifesting the fatherly 
providence of Almighty God on behalf of his human 
family and each member of it. So then, we are not alone in 
our struggle against evil and suffering. Think of the great 
needs of man and how vulnerable he is to hostile forces in 
this world and hostile forces coming from the demonic 
world. Is he alone in this struggle? No! The angels and 
Archangels battle with man silently and invisibly against 
the forces of evil, and they work to sustain him in his 
needs. They do all this out of a holy love and passion for 
God their loving Father and Creator. Think of Christ 
overwhelmed with agony in the Garden prior to his 
Passion. He was bearing the sins of the world and readying 
himself to expiate for them all. Alone, he sweated blood, 
and what happened? An angel of the Lord, we read in the 
Gospel account, came to console and support him. Christ 
himself said to Simon Peter just before he was arrested that 
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were he to ask, his heavenly Father would send him twelve 
legions of angels. 

The angelic world is our stay and our ally in our battle 
to be faithful to God and in our effort to complete the work 
which God has given each of us to do. All this we think of 
when we think of the three Archangels of today as they are 
described in Scripture. Let us look to them for aid and 
intercession before God and as our heavenly example, 
inspiring us to cooperate wholeheartedly with the work of 
God during life. 

-- 
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The Guardian Angels (October 2) 


This celebration was placed in the Roman calendar in 
1615. Scripture is full of stories of angels coming to help 
the patriarchs and other persons. Each of us has his own 
guardian angel. Their mission is to take care of us, to 
protect our way on earth, and to share with Christians the 
apostolic zeal to get souls closer to God. St Peter was 
liberated from gaol by an angel. God means us to be 
devoted to our Guardian Angels, for they are our friends. 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 103 (102):20 Bless the Lord, 
all you his angels, mighty in power, fulfilling his word, and 
heeding his voice. 

Collect O God, who dispose in marvellous order 
ministries both angelic and human, graciously grant that 
our life on earth may be defended by those who watch over 
us as they minister perpetually to you in heaven. Through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with 
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. 
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Scripture today : Exodus 23: 20-23; Psalm 90; 

Matthew 18: 1-5.10 

The disciples approached Jesus and said, “Who is the 
greatest in the Kingdom of heaven?” He called a child 
over, placed it in their midst, and said, “Amen, I say to 
you, unless you turn and become like children, you will not 
enter the Kingdom of heaven. Whoever humbles himself 
like this child is the greatest in the Kingdom of heaven. 
And whoever receives one child such as this in my name 
receives me. “See that you do not despise one of these 
little ones, for I say to you that their angels in heaven 
always look upon the face of my heavenly Father. ” 
(Matthew 18:1-5, 10) 

Angel Guardian I have often been walking along 
and down has come a small bird from a tree to attack me 
— I am not referring here to the proverbial magpie 
protecting her young when nesting. I am referring to quite 
small birds that have no regard for the size of the creature 
they are coming down to drive away. Then I notice what 
has caused the concern. The small bird has a chick that is 
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attempting to fly and the parent bird is protecting the 
chick’s attempts. I once saw a nature film of a household 
cat with her kitten. A snake was making its way towards 
the kitten to take it, and the mother cat went for the snake. 
The snake lunged and the cat dodged and went for the 
snake again. The pattern was repeated again and again 
until the snake turned away and went off. The mother cat 
had protected her kitten from a mortal danger. I remember 
hearing about an infant left momentarily alone on a river 
beach and a crocodile came out from the river to take the 
infant. The family dog immediately went for the crocodile 
and attacked it and was taken. The infant was saved by the 
protectiveness of the dog. Such is the providence of God 
that he places even in animals a strong protective instinct 
that leads them to protect at great risk their young. It is a 
reflection of the parental love of God that guards his 
creatures. It is scarcely necessary to describe the lengths to 
which human beings are prepared to go to protect their 
children. Even the worst criminals can have a profound 
parental instinct for their children, leading them at times to 
great efforts to sacrifice themselves for the welfare of their 
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dependents. In fact, throughout all of creation there is the 
presence of dependency. Creation is essentially dependent 
and one element depends on another for protection and for 
nourishment. In order to live and continue we must be 
aided by others, and the entire universe depends on God. 

When we think of this all-pervasive pattern of 
protectiveness present in things visible, it ought be no 
surprise that God has revealed that we also have Guardian 
Angels. Not only do our parents and friends and others in 
society help, nourish and protect us; not only does the 
whole world sustain us in an ongoing gigantic pattern of 
protection and nourishment; but heaven itself is constantly 
engaged in our protection too. The fact is that there are not 
only hazards innumerable threatening our health and life 
here on earth but there are continual threats to our eternal 
happiness. There is a great drama going on in the life of 
each person, a drama that all too few people understand or 
appreciate. It is the drama of eternal salvation. Each 
person could go to heaven or to hell. The mission of the 
Church is to protect and advance the eternal prospects of 
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each person, but God in his goodness has also allotted an 
angel to enlighten, guard and guide each person on his way 
to heaven. That angel is charged with protecting and 
guiding his charge against the wiles of the devil and 
leading him to life in Christ. It is a difficult work because 
every person has a free will, and a soul can choose a path 
that is not that of God. Judas Iscariot had a guardian angel 
as did Adolf Hitler and Joseph Stalin, and the work of each 
angel was to guide their charge to the fulfilment of God’s 
will. Doubtless each holy angel strove to prevent even 
more harm from being done by their disappointing charges. 
For that matter, many a wonderful parent has been bitterly 
disappointed in the outcome of their efforts. Today is the 
memorial of our Guardian Angels when we think of the gift 
that God has given to each of us of an angel to befriend us 
and help us on our way towards holiness in Christ and so to 
our eternal homeland. In our Gospel today our Lord 
directly refers to the Guardian Angels. “ See that you do 
not despise one of these little ones, for I say to you that 
their angels in heaven always look upon the face of my 
heavenly Father’'' (Matthew 18:1-5, 10). 
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Let us think often of our Guardian Angel. Let us 
befriend in faith the angel God has given us and often pray 
to him asking for his help and protection. Let us pray to 
the Guardian Angel of those we wish to help and all those 
for whom we have some responsibility. I invite you to 
formulate, or better still to learn, some prayer to your 
Guardian Angel. He is that holy heavenly protector you 
have constantly by your side. Invoke his aid often that he 
may assist you to do the will of God in your everyday life. 

-- 
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Feast of Saint Luke, Evangelist (October 18) 

St Luke was a physician from Antioch, he converted to 
Christianity and accompanied Paul on two of his journeys. 
The author of both the third Gospel and the Acts of the 
Apostles, Luke devotes attention to Christ's birth and 
childhood as well as to the universality of the Redemption. 

Entrance Antiphon Is 52: 7 How beautiful upon the 
mountains are the feet of him who brings glad tidings of 
peace, bearing good news, announcing salvation! 

Collect Lord God, who chose Saint Luke to reveal by his 
preaching and writings the mystery of your love for the 
poor, grant that those who already glory in your name may 
persevere as one heart and one soul and that all nations 
may merit to see your salvation. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 2 Timothy 4:10-17b; Psalm 145:10-11, 
12-13, 17-18; Luke 10:1-9 
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The Lord Jesus appointed seventy-two disciples whom 
he sent ahead of him in pairs to every town and place he 
intended to visit. He said to them, “The harvest is 
abundant but the labourers are few; so ask the master of 
the harvest to send out labourers for his harvest. Go on 
your way; behold, I am sending you like lambs among 
wolves. Carry no money bag, no sack, no sandals; and 
greet no one along the way. Into whatever house you 
enter, first say, ‘Peace to this household. ’ If a peaceful 
person lives there, your peace will rest on him; but if not, it 
will return to you. Stay in the same house and eat and 
drink what is offered to you, for the labourer deserves 
payment. Do not move about from one house to another. 
Whatever town you enter and they welcome you, eat what 
is set before you, cure the sick in it and say to them, ‘The 
Kingdom of God is at hand for you. (Luke 10:1-9) 

Love for Christ In view of the widespread 
phenomenon of religion in world history, and in view of 
the immense variety of the religions of man, a great 
question is simply this: what is religion ? Perhaps it is 
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impossible to give a definition that fits all religions. If one 
defines religion in terms of the worship and service of God, 
or of the knowledge of God and of his will for us, what are 
we to say of those “religions” that do not allow for a God? 
Classic Buddhism is, we could probably say, agnostic. It 
consists of a search for happiness and fulfilment, which is 
understood to be attained in Enlightenment or Nirvana. 
Something similar could be said of Confucianism, a great 
ethical way towards harmony within oneself and among 
men. What is to be said of the immense variety of 
indigenous religions? Whatever about such phenomena, let 
it serve as an introduction to a consideration of the 
Christian religion. The distinguishing feature of 
Christianity is that the God of the Christians is not only 
real but was seen and touched and heard. He was and is 
divine and he was and is man. He is the infinite God 
become a man like us. He is a tangible fact. He spoke, ate 
and drank, suffered and died, and rose from the dead. 
Moreover, this Jesus who is God is one of three Persons in 
the one God, and each of these Persons is the one eternal 
and infinite God. The second Person became one of us and 
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the fullness of the Godhead dwells in him bodily. It is a 
breathtaking claim, and so human was Jesus Christ that 
many at the time utterly rejected the claim. They took up 
stones to stone him with because, St John tells us, he 
claimed that God was his own father and thus made 
himself equal to God. JJas there ever been so striking and 
extraordinary a religious doctrine in the history of man as 
that of the Incarnation? The God of the Christian religion is 
the man Jesus, risen from the dead — as is the Father and 
the Spirit. Jesus is the divine Lord of the world, and the 
task of the Church is to draw all men into his friendship. 
The Christian religion consists in friendship with this man 
Jesus who is God. 

Being a Christian, then, means being a true companion 
of Jesus, one who is prepared to accompany him 
whithersoever he, Jesus, chooses to go. It means entering 
into the life and friendship of Jesus and following his way 
and shouldering a share in his interests and mission. Christ 
came among men with a mission to redeem the world and 
to bring that redemption to each person in space and time. 
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Being a Christian means entering into that mission and 
making it one’s own daily mission. This mission is lived 
out and exercised according to the vocation and 
circumstances the providence of God has placed one in. 
Our Gospel today narrates how “the Lord Jesus appointed 
seventy-two disciples whom he sent ahead of him in pairs 
to every town and place he intended to visit. He said to 
them, ‘The harvest is abundant but the labourers are few; 
so ask the master of the harvest to send out labourers for 
his harvest. Go on your way; behold, I am sending you like 
lambs among wolves’ ” (Luke 10:1-9). As Christ was 
missionary, so too is the Christian. As pope after pope has 
taught, the apostolate is an essential element in the 
Christian life. The Christian life is not just a life of 
personal or even public piety, even though piety is 
absolutely essential. A Christian piety that has no interest 
in advancing in practical ways the mission and redemptive 
work of Christ in and through his body the Church, is a 
very incomplete piety. Christian piety is apostolic. It is 
missionary in the sense that it is immersed in the mission 
of Christ to the world. This applies to the active 
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missionary, it applies to the ordinary family and working 
man or woman, and it applies to the Carmelite in her 
monastery. St Terese of Lisieux was a young Carmelite 
nun who died at the age of 24 at the end of the nineteenth 
century. She attained holiness, and a distinctive feature of 
her holiness was her missionary spirit that poured itself out 
in prayer and penance for the salvation of all souls. 

What is religion? In terms of the Christian religion 
there are two things we must take seriously if we wish to 
be authentic Christians. Firstly, we must grow in a lively 
friendship with the living Jesus. The Christian religion 
consists in love for Jesus, and all that this implies for 
practical living. Secondly, friendship with Jesus involves 
sharing in his redemptive mission and bringing the fruits of 
it to others, be it in one’s family, among one’s friends, 
within one’s workplace. Our Gospel passage today for the 
Feast of St Luke reminds us of this missionary and 
apostolic dimension in every Christian life. Let us take up 
this challenge for Jesus who is the Way, the Truth and the 
Life. 
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Feast of St. Simon and St. Jude, Apostles (October 28) 


Entrance Antiphon These are the holy men whom the 
Lord chose in his own perfect love; to them he gave eternal 
glory. 

Collect O God, who by the blessed Apostles have 
brought us to acknowledge your name, graciously grant, 
through the intercession of Saints Simon and Jude, that the 
Church may constantly grow by increase of the peoples 
who believe in you. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your 
Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Ephesians 2: 19-22; Psalm 18; 

Luke 6: 12-19 

Jesus went up to the mountain to pray, and he spent 
the night in prayer to God. When day came, he called his 
disciples to himself, and from them he chose Twelve, whom 
he also named Apostles: Simon, whom he named Peter, 
and his brother Andrew, James, John, Philip, 
Bartholomew, Matthew, Thomas, James the son of 
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Alphaeus, Simon who was called a Zealot, and Judas the 
son of James, and Judas Iscariot, who became a traitor. 
He went down with them and stood on a level place. A 
large crowd of his disciples were there and a great number 
of people from all over Judea, from Jerusalem, and from 
the coastal region around Tyre and Sidon, who had come 
to hear him and to be healed of their diseases. Those 
troubled by impure spirits were cured, and the people all 
tried to touch him, because power was coming from him 
and healing them all. (Luke 6:12-19) 

Freedom Very intelligent people can be hugely 
mistaken, and can proceed to propagate their mistakes with 
zeal and erudition. For instance, certain philosophers, 
starting from the assumption that every occurrence is the 
inevitable result of certain prior events (while other 
philosophers deny causality strictly so called, and allow 
only for the association of one thing following another), 
deny the existence of free will. In respect to free will, a 
constant problem in understanding free will is that of 
reconciling it with other great truths, such as God’s 
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sovereign omnipotence and wisdom. For example, it might 
be said that God chose Judas to be one of the Twelve, 
while knowing that he would be lost. How was Judas free, 
then? If Judas was free, how was God omniscient? Spren 
Kierkegaard made the point that divine omnipotence 
cannot be separated from divine goodness. As a truly 
omnipotent and good being, God can create beings with a 
freedom that may resist God. Furthermore, God would 
voluntarily do so because “the greatest good ... which can 
be done for a being, greater than anything else that one 
can do for it, is to be truly free” As far as I am aware, the 
philosopher Alvin Plantinga’s free will defence is a 
development of this idea, including his case for how God, 
free will, and evil are consistent. At this point, I think most 
philosophers accept this — Robert Adams has written that 
“it is fair to say that Plantinga has solved this problem. 
That is, he has argued convincingly for the consistency of 
God and evil.” Of course, the recognition of free will has 
enormous religious, ethical, and scientific implications, as 
does its denial. Be all this as it may among the 
philosophers and disputants, the fact is that the peoples of 
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the world and their societies accept the manifest fact of free 
will, however much it may be clouded in particular cases. 
People are held responsible for their actions and are 
punished and rewarded accordingly. 

All this brings us to divine revelation. St Paul writes 
that God “ has blessed us in Christ with every heavenly 
blessing in the heavenly places, even as he chose us in him 
before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy 
and blameless before him. He destined us in love to be his 
sons through Jesus Chrisf’ (Ephesians 1:3-5). God has 
chosen us in Christ, then, to be holy. He “destines” all of 
us to be saved. But he made us free, as he made the angels 
free before us. This means that despite God’s intention, we 
can reject him. We are predestined for glory, but by virtue 
of our free will, an endowment that renders us like unto 
God, we can frustrate God’s plan for us. Still, in some 
way, God is sovereign over all, for he is God. That is the 
first manifest problem for our understanding. God chose 
those whom he knew would reject his plan. All of this 
brings us to our Gospel today (Luke 6:12-19), in which 
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Jesus Christ, the incarnate Son of God, chooses his twelve 
Apostles from the midst of his many disciples. “ Jesus went 
up to the mountain to pray, and he spent the night in 
prayer to God. When day came, he called his disciples to 
himself, and from them he chose Twelve, whom he also 
named Apostles Let us make a point about our Lord’s 
disciples: many of them eventually rejected him and his 
teaching, specifically his teaching about the Holy Eucharist 
(John 6: 60.66). Further, one of those whom, deliberately 
and after his night of prayer, Jesus chose to be one of the 
Twelve, left him to betray him. It may have been 
precipitated by the doctrine of the Eucharist (John 6: 67- 
71). The point here, though, is that all this shows the 
immense importance of the power of free will. Granted 
God’s wondrous choice of us, we can accept or reject it, 
wholeheartedly or to a greater or lesser degree. Let us 
appreciate the great responsibility we have in being given 
our freedom. 

Judas slowly squandered this inestimable gift of 
God’s choice of him and turned it to his own horrible and 
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tragic ruin. But God in his plan brought forth the 
fulfilment of his saving plan for mankind from the midst of 
this frustration of his intention for Judas. Let us resolve 
every day to use our freedom to accept the will of God and 
to put it into practice, relying on the gift of his grace that 
comes to us in our assiduous prayer, in our hearing of his 
word as it comes to us in the Scriptures and in the 
preaching and teaching of the Church, and in the Church’s 
Sacraments. Grace aiding our freedom — that is the path 
to sanctity. 

-- 
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Solemnity of All Saints (November 1) 


Today we celebrate the feast of all the unknown saints who 
are now in heaven. The Church reminds us that sanctity is 
within everyone's reach. Through the Communion of 
Saints we help one another achieve sanctity. 

Entrance Antiphon Let us all rejoice in the Lord, as we 
celebrate the feast day in honour of all the Saints, at whose 
festival the Angels rejoice and praise the Son of God. 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, by whose gift we 
venerate in one celebration the merits of all the Saints, 
bestow on us, we pray, through the prayers of so many 
intercessors, an abundance of the reconciliation with you 
for which we earnestly long. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Revelation 7:2-4, 9-14; Psalm 24:lbc-6; 

1 John 3:1-3; Matthew 5:l-12a 
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When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain, 
and after he had sat down, his disciples came to him. He 
began to teach them, saying: “Blessed are the poor in 
spirit, for theirs is the Kingdom of heaven. Blessed are 
they who mourn, for they will be comforted. Blessed are 
the meek, for they will inherit the land. Blessed are they 
who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be 
satisfied. Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown 
mercy. Blessed are the clean of heart, for they will see 
God. Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called 
children of God. Blessed are they who are persecuted for 
the sake of righteousness, for theirs is the Kingdom of 
heaven. Blessed are you when they insult you and 
persecute you and utter every kind of evil against you 
falsely because of me. Rejoice and be glad, for your 
reward will be great in heaven. ” (Matthew 5:1-12a) 

Sanctity Our Gospel scene today is famous and 
fundamental because in it we are presented with Christ’s 
Beatitudes, which is to say his charter for happiness and 
the blessedness guaranteed to those who follow him. 


- 2679 - 



There is a great note of solemnity to the scene and the 
action. When our Lord sees the crowds he solemnly goes 
up the mountain as if to a height to survey the peoples who 
look to him from below. It is as if he is near the heavens 
and there he takes his seat as Teacher. His disciples come 
up to him and he gives to them his Law which they will 
take to the world below. Matthew’s Gospel is 
distinguished by its allusions to the Old Testament and its 
doctrine that what has gone before is fulfilled in Christ. 
His scene in our Gospel today (Matthew 5:l-12a) surely 
reminds us of Moses and Nadab and Abihu and the seventy 
elders going up the mountain to God (Exodus 24:9-11) 
where they receive his Law. Christ is the new Moses, 
indeed the new and final Oracle of God, and his Beatitudes 
constitute the summary of the Law of Christian 
discipleship. Christ addresses his disciples, and in Luke’s 
version too it is to the disciples that our Lord addresses 
himself (Luke 6:20). Jesus tells them what discipleship 
means and who are the ones who will be blessed with the 
Kingdom of heaven. He tells them who are those who will 
reach the promised land, who will be comforted, satisfied 
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and rewarded, who will be shown mercy and who will see 
God. Long before in the Old Testament, God had called 
Abraham with a great promise that “a// the families of the 
earth ” would be blessed in him. This promise of blessings 
was renewed in God’s covenant with Moses. God 
promised good things to those who kept his Law. Our 
Lord’s solemn yet simple words bespeak happiness and 
rewards beyond imagining. They are the charter of the 
New Covenant that the prophets foretold would be made. 
We must therefore give to the Beatitudes, these simple 
propositions in which our Lord tells us wherein lies our 
happiness, our full and sustained consideration. 

It is often remarked that it is difficult to grasp the 
exact meaning of the Beatitudes as set forth in Matthew 5 
and in Luke 6. They appear, so some think, ambiguous and 
vague. That impression can be gained if we think of them 
as being mere prescriptions as to what we are to do — in 
the way the Ten Commandments are clear statements of 
what man is to do and not to do. But our Lord is speaking 
above all of the new heart that was foretold by the 
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prophets. God had promised that he would replace his 
people’s heart of stone with a heart of flesh. He would 
pour out his Spirit on them and they would become new. 
Our Lord is describing this new heart that is utterly 
different from the heart of the world. This new heart is like 
his own for it has been wrought and shaped by the action of 
his Holy Spirit. So in order to understand the Beatitudes 
we must in the first instance contemplate the heart of 
Christ and view them in his light. He is the key to the 
Beatitudes and their profile is drawn from him. That is to 
say, the disciples who listen to the Beatitudes and 
endeavour through the ages to live according to them are 
listening to Christ, contemplating him, and endeavouring to 
become like him. They describe the heart of the Christian 
saint, the one who is like unto Christ. Our Lord said on 
another occasion, Come to me all you who labour and are 
overburdened. Learn from me for I am meek and humble 
of heart, and you will find rest for your souls. St Paul also 
speaks of the imitation of Christ — imitate me, he tells his 
readers, just as I imitate Christ. Christ is poor in spirit, 
wanting only the will of his Father. He mourns for the 
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world’s sin and sufferings. He is meek. He hungers and 
thirsts for righteousness. He is merciful and utterly pure of 
heart. He brings the peace of God, though he is persecuted 
for the sake of righteousness. Christ is the embodiment of 
the Beatitudes and they constitute a key description of his 
heart and soul. The Beatitudes are a call to put on the mind 
of Christ and a guarantee that if we do this we shall inherit 
the Kingdom of Heaven. 

Our Gospel today (Matthew 5:l-12a) is for the feast 
of All Saints. The saints imitated Christ in mind, heart and 
soul. The more we come to know Jesus and his Way the 
more we shall understand the Beatitudes and how they 
summarize the direction in which his Holy Spirit leads us. 
Let us then resolve to take our stand with Jesus, to receive 
his word with full assent, and to live it out generously in 
our everyday life. In this way we shall join the saints in 
heaven. 
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The Commemoration of All the Faithful Departed 
(November 2) 

The Church, after celebrating the feast of All Saints, today 
prays for all who, in the purifying suffering of Purgatory, 
await the day when they will join in their company. The 
celebration of the Mass, which makes present the sacrifice 
of Calvary, has always been the principal means by which 
the Church fulfils the great commandment of charity 
toward the dead. We can also relieve their sufferings 
through our prayers, suffrages, and penances. Even after 
death, links with our fellow travellers are not broken. 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. 1 Thes 4: 14; 1 Cor 15: 22 Just as 
Jesus died and has risen again, so through Jesus God will 
bring with him those who have fallen asleep; and as in 
Adam all die, so also in Christ will all be brought to life. 

Collect Listen kindly to our prayers, O Lord, and, as our 
faith in your Son, raised from the dead, is deepened, so 
may our hope of resurrection for your departed servants 
also find new strength. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
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your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Wisdom 3:1-9; Psalm 23:1-3a, 3b-4; 

Romans 6:3-9; John 6:37-40 

Jesus said to the crowds: “Everything that the Father 
gives me will come to me, and I will not reject anyone who 
comes to me, because I came down from heaven not to do 
my own will but the will of the one who sent me. And this 
is the will of the one who sent me, that I should not lose 
anything of what he gave me, but that I should raise it on 
the last day. For this is the will of my Father, that 
everyone who sees the Son and believes in him may have 
eternal life, and I shall raise him on the last day. ” (John 
6:37-40) 

Purgatory There are many things that are 
extraordinarily distinctive about the God of the 
Judaeo-Christian revelation, when compared with the 
character of the higher powers of the other religions of 
man. One obvious difference is this, that whatever be the 
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quality that is to be attributed to the true God, the God of 
Revelation, that quality is God. It is therefore infinite. For 
instance, God is powerful. His power is inseparable from, 
and is to be identified with, God himself. It is, then, 
infinite. So, too, God is revealed as good. God is simply, 
absolutely and infinitely good — for this divine goodness 
is God himself. The God of revelation reveals himself to 
be all-holy and unaccepting of sin. “Be holy, for I am 
holy ” he says. This revelation of the utter holiness of the 
God of Abraham and the prophets is confirmed and 
fulfilled in the revelation of Jesus Christ. Christ suffered 
and died for our sins because of the holiness of God who so 
loved the world and who so hated sin that he did not 
hesitate to give up his own divine Son in order that the sin 
of the world might be expiated. Christ is the Lamb of God 
who takes away the sin of the world. If man but places his 
faith in Christ as the Saviour and repents of his sins, he will 
be saved. With these introductory thoughts on God’s 
holiness and sin, let us review some of the fundamental 
facts about life and death as they have been revealed to us 
by God. The first great fact, of course, is that following 
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death, each person will be judged by the infinite and 
all-holy God. No one will escape this judgment. Anyone 
with a sensitive conscience must be profoundly concerned 
at such a prospect, naturally speaking. If one has a relative 
or friend who has died, one ought think of the judgment 
that that relative or friend must undergo, a judgment that 
will be searching beyond compare. What an experience 
that the soul of the departed one enters into! In that 
personal judgment on his life and deeds, the departed 
stands alone. The book is opened in which all is recorded. 
No one can shield him from his responsibility for the 
thoughts, the words and the actions of his life. They pass 
in review, and God, the all-holy One, gives his sentence. 
Were it not for the fact that God has revealed himself to be 
not only just but also compassionate and merciful and that 
his Son has died for us, the thought of the divine judgment 
would be terrifying indeed. 

Now, it is obvious that the generality of men and 
women pass from this life very far from being totally 
purified from their sins. It is impossible that the God of 
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infinite holiness admit into his eternal presence, face to 
face, one who is still besmirched with the odour and the 
disfigurement of sin. Christ has died for the sinner, and the 
benefit of divine grace has come to him in faith and 
baptism (and in hidden ways to the good and conscientious 
person who is not baptized). But for many the full holiness 
required for heaven has not yet been attained by the time 
death arrives. It just will not do to assert that Christ’s 
holiness is imputed to him. No — the divine intention is to 
justify and sanctify us in fact. So it is that God in his mercy 
effects a purification after death of the soul that has been 
saved. Following the divine judgment there is either 
salvation or damnation — this has been revealed. We only 
have to read Matthew 25 to be aware of this, apart from the 
formal teaching of the Church on the point. But for those 
who are saved, there is the further purification from all 
trace and remnants of sin after death and prior to an 
eternity in heaven. The Church has called this stage of 
purification “Purgatory”. It is a divine mercy. Dante 
describes it famously in his II Purgatorio, the second part 
of his great trilogy La Divina Commedia which presents in 
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epic form Heaven, Hell and Purgatory. The Purgatorio is a 
picturesque canticle of the redeemed soul’s purification 
following death as it struggles up the terraces of Mount 
Purgatory on its arduous approach to God and Heaven. 
Cardinal Newman in the nineteenth century wrote a more 
accessible account of Purgatory in his dramatic poem, The 
Dream of Gerontius. In it he brought out perhaps more 
successfully than Dante the profound love with which God 
purifies the soul that has been saved. I invite you to read 
the Gerontius. The purification of Purgatory is deeply 
painful. Through the mercy of God, all the roots and 
remnants of sin are wrung from the most remote crevices 
of the soul, as might all soiled moisture be wrung and 
wrung from a cloth till it is utterly free of it. Purgatory is 
indeed a divine mercy, but the departed soul is unable now 
to merit any further, for the chance to do this in life is now 
over. The soul in Purgatory has the joy of knowing it is 
saved, but it must endure the suffering of being utterly 
purified by God of the remnants of sin. 
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The good news is that we who are still on our way are 
able, by the grace of God, to assist those in Purgatory by 
our prayers and sacrifices offered in union with Christ. 
This is the reason why the Church prays for the faithful 
departed. We can help those who have died by our 
prayers, and there must be so many who need our help. 
Think of all those who are completely forgotten or who 
have no one who actually believes in the fact of Purgatory 
to pray for them. Today we think of all the souls who are 
being purified in Purgatory. Let us foster the habit of 
praying for them. 

-- 
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Feast of the Dedication of the St John Lateran Basilica 
in Rome (November 9) 

Most Catholics think of St. Peter’s as the Pope’s main 
church, but they are mistaken. St. John Lateran is the 
cathedral of the Diocese of Rome where the Bishop of 
Rome presides. The first basilica on the site was built in 
the fourth century when Constantine donated land he had 
received from the wealthy Lateran family. That structure 
and its successors suffered fire, earthquake and the ravages 
of war. But the Lateran remained the church where Popes 
were consecrated until the Popes returned from Avignon in 
the 14th century. They found the church and the adjoining 
palace in ruins. Pope Innocent X commissioned the 
present structure in 1646. As one of Rome’s most 
imposing churches, the Lateran’s facade is crowned with 
15 colossal statues of Christ, John the Baptist, John the 
Evangelist and 12 doctors of the Church. Beneath its high 
altar rest the remains of the small wooden table on which 
tradition holds St. Peter himself celebrated Mass. 
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Entrance Antiphon Cf. Rev 21: 2 I saw the holy city, a 
new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, 
prepared like a bride adorned for her husband. 

Or: 

Cf. Rev 21: 3 Behold God's dwelling with the human race. 
He will dwell with them and they will be his people, and 
God himself with them will be their God. 

Collect O God, who from living and chosen stones 
prepare an eternal dwelling for your majesty, increase in 
your Church the spirit of grace you have bestowed, so that 
by new growth your faithful people may build up the 
heavenly Jerusalem. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your 
Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Or: 

O God, who were pleased to call your Church the Bride, 
grant that the people that serves your name may revere 
you, love you and follow you, and may be led by you to 
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attain your promises in heaven. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Ezechiel 47:1-2, 8-9, 12; Psalm 46:2-3, 
5-6, 8-9; 1 Corinthians 3:9c-ll, 16-17; John 2:13-22 

Since the Passover of the Jews was near, Jesus went 
up to Jerusalem. He found in the temple area those who 
sold oxen, sheep, and doves, as well as the money-changers 
seated there. He made a whip out of cords and drove them 
all out of the temple area, with the sheep and oxen, and 
spilled the coins of the money-changers and overturned 
their tables, and to those who sold doves he said, “Take 
these out of here, and stop making my Father’s house a 
marketplace. ” His disciples recalled the words of 
Scripture, Zeal for your house will consume me. At this the 
Jews answered and said to him, “What sign can you show 
us for doing this?” Jesus answered and said to them, 
“Destroy this temple and in three days I will raise it up. ” 
The Jews said, “This temple has been under construction 
for forty-six years, and you will raise it up in three days?” 
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But he was speaking about the temple of his Body. 
Therefore, when he was raised from the dead, his disciples 
remembered that he had said this, and they came to believe 
the Scripture and the word Jesus had spoken. (John 
2:13-22) 

Jesus Christ Time and again across the pages of the 
Gospels our Lord’s words give expression to unique and 
transcendent claims that upset and overturned the thinking 
of his contemporaries. Our Gospel scene today with its 
physical commotion and novelty was itself a pointer to this. 
Our Lord and his disciples arrive in Jerusalem. The 
Temple is abuzz with business and the buying and selling 
of the materials of animal and bird sacrifice. How the lack 
of reverence must have pained our Lord all those years of 
his visits and frequenting of the House of his heavenly 
Father! This time a great message was to be given, and he 
moved into vigorous and supremely authoritative action, 
once again showing that in all that touched the glory of 
God his Father, he was the Master and Lord. He drove all 
those offending the sanctity of the Temple out of its 
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precincts, and as he did so he uttered words that were 
profoundly revealing. “ Take these out of here, and stop 
making my Father’s house a marketplace. ” The Temple 
was the house of his own Father, and accordingly, a 
profound reverence ought to be maintained within it. The 
house of his own Father! His Father! On another occasion 
also in St John’s Gospel our Lord was challenged by the 
leaders of the Jews for curing on the Sabbath, and he said 
in reply that because his Father worked, so therefore did 
he. At this, John tells us in his Gospel, they took up stones 
to stone him with because not only did he violate the 
Sabbath (as they understood him to be doing) but he spoke 
of God as his own Father, thus making himself equal to 
God. The way our Lord uttered the words, “my Father ”, 
indicated an altogether unique relationship with God 
shared by no other. It was a relationship that involved a 
full possession of his Father’s very nature while being, as 
the Son, distinct from his Father as a Person. As the Son, 
our Lord loved the Father as no other could, and his life 
was poured out in giving glory to him. 
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The claims of Jesus Christ are absolutely unique in the 
annals of man. Our Lord goes on in our passage to state 
that “ Destroy this temple and in three days I will raise it 
up” What did he mean? “ The Jews said, ‘This temple has 
been under construction for forty-six years, and you will 
raise it up in three days? ’ But he was speaking about the 
temple of his Body. Therefore, when he was raised from 
the dead, his disciples remembered that he had said this, 
and they came to believe the Scripture and the word Jesus 
had spoken ” (John 2:13-22). Who else in the history of the 
world has made claims so extraordinary as these and who 
was subsequently taken seriously from age to age 
thereafter? Our Lord’s very own risen Person would be the 
Temple of the future, his own Person raised from the dead 
in all its bodily, human and divine reality. He, risen from 
the dead, would be the Temple of God, the Church in 
which the nations would gather. His action in our Gospel 
of today points not only to the grandeur of his own Person 
as divine Son of the Father, the Second Person of the 
Blessed Trinity become man for our sakes. It also points to 
his body the Church which would bring his Person to the 
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nations and in which all would worship the Father. We 
remember how, on another occasion, our Lord asked his 
disciples who men thought him to be and then he asked 
them who they thought him to be. Simon answered, saying 
that he was the Messiah, the Son of the Living God. Christ 
then stated that Simon was now Peter (the Rock) on which 
he would build his Church, and that the gates of hell would 
not prevail against it. Christ is the Temple of God, the 
Church of the nations, the One in whom we are called to 
live and give glory to God by our lives of fidelity to Christ 
and his revealed teaching. Our Gospel passage today is yet 
another that shows forth the uniqueness of Jesus Christ. 

Let us appreciate this divine and human uniqueness of 
Jesus Christ. St Paul writes that before the world began 
God chose us in Christ to be holy and full of love in his 
sight. Christ is the centre and heart of the world and of 
each person. One cannot speak in sufficiently superlative 
fashion of him. We were made to know, love and serve 
him here on earth so as to see and enjoy him forever in 
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heaven. And why do we say this of Christ? Because he is 
our Redeemer, our Brother and our most high God. 

-- 
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Feast of Saint Andrew, Apostle (November 30) 

Bom at Bethsaida, Andrew was a disciple of John the 
Baptist before he became a follower of Christ, to whom he 
also brought his brother, Peter. With Philip he presented 
the Greeks to Christ before his Passion. Before the miracle 
of the loaves in the desert, he pointed out to Christ the boy 
carrying the loaves and fishes. After Pentecost he preached 
the Gospel in many lands and is said to have been put to 
death by crucifixion in Achaia (Greece). 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Mt 4: 18-19 Beside the Sea of 
Galilee, the Lord saw two brothers, Peter and Andrew, and 
he said to them: Come after me and I will make you fishers 
of men. 

Collect We humbly implore your majesty, O Lord, that, 
just as the blessed Apostle Andrew was for your Church a 
preacher and pastor, so he may be for us a constant 
intercessor before you. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 
fioly Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 
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Scripture today : Romans 10:9-18; Psalm 19:8-11; 

Matthew 4:18-22 

As Jesus was walking by the Sea of Galilee, he saw 
two brothers, Simon who is called Peter, and his brother 
Andrew, casting a net into the sea; they were fishermen. 
He said to them, “Come after me, and I will make you 
fishers of men. ” At once they left their nets and followed 
him. He walked along from there and saw two other 
brothers, James, the son ofZebedee, and his brother John. 
They were in a boat, with their father Zebedee, mending 
their nets. He called them, and immediately they left their 
boat and their father and followed him. (Matthew 4:18-22) 

Fishers of men Socrates had a considerable 
personal following of students and disciples. Plato too had 
his students and disciples. So did Aristotle. Undoubtedly 
these disciples emulated the person of their master in 
various respects, but the principal thing by far in their 
looking to their master was their interest in his philosophy. 
He was their teacher. Now, of course our Lord’s disciples 
looked to him for his teaching and accordingly they called 
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him Rabbi, or Master (i.e., Teacher). We notice in the first 
chapter of St John that our Lord’s first disciples 
immediately addressed him as “Rabbi” — even the scribes 
and the Pharisees addressed Jesus as “Rabbi”, though they 
refused to acknowledge him as a prophet. Our Lord was 
indeed a prophet in the great tradition of the prophets, and 
his immediate predecessor in the prophetical tradition was 
John the Baptist. Like the prophets before him, John the 
Baptist had his disciples and they learnt from him the word 
of God and how to live and pray in accord with the 
revealed will of God. But there was a notable difference in 
our Lord’s call to his disciples and it is suggested in our 
Gospel today, the feast of St Andrew the Apostle. We read 
that “<25 Jesus was walking by the Sea of Galilee, he saw 
two brothers, Simon who is called Peter, and his brother 
Andrew, casting a net into the sea; they were fishermen. 
He said to them, 'Come after me, and I will make you 
fishers of men.' At once they left their nets and followed 
him ” (Matthew 4:18-22). Firstly, while the prophets before 
him seem to have simply attracted their disciples Our Lord 
sought out disciples much more actively, while attracting 
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great numbers of others as well. He sought them out and 
invited them to come after him and live in his friendship. 
Significantly, we also notice that his call involved a 
distinctive mission. “Come after me, and I will make you 
fishers of men.'” He would equip them to capture souls. He 
would send them out, empowered, to conquer souls for him 
who is the Master. Christ was inviting them to share in 
establishing his kingdom. They appear to have understood 
that this apostolic mission was part and parcel of their 
discipleship, and they responded immediately. 

Christian discipleship involves something more than 
being a disciple of a prophet in the traditional sense. It 
involves more than being in the company and enjoying the 
friendship of the prophetic teacher. It involves more than 
learning how to live in accord with the revealed plan and 
will of God. It involves more than being simply a disciple 
in this sense. It involves, as an essential component, being 
a fisher of men, and relying on Christ to give one the 
wherewithal to do this. He will make the disciple a fisher of 
men through the power of his grace. All this is to say that 


- 2702 - 



Christian discipleship involves being apostolic. This 
requires the necessary readiness and constant disposition, 
as well as the enabling grace from Christ, to share in the 
mission of the apostles, which is to bring others into the 
knowledge and friendship of Jesus. All of this is suggested 
in our Gospel text today in which our Lord actively calls 
Andrew and Simon as well as James and John. Firstly, 
their following of him is the response to his active call to 
“come after ” him, and secondly it is a call to share in his 
mission of winning souls and drawing them into his 
Kingdom. This they would do by sharing in his 
proclamation of the Good News of the Kingdom. The 
prophets did not send out their disciples to the whole 
world, and we read nothing of this in John the Baptist’s 
dealings with his disciples nor in the prophets who 
preceded him. But it is at the heart of Christ’s dealings 
with his disciples. His Kingdom was meant to expand 
universally. On the very first day of rising from the dead 
he appeared to the Eleven and breathed the Holy Spirit on 
them, giving them a share in his mission: “As the Father 
sent me, so am I sending you.” Just before he ascended into 


- 2703 - 



heaven, he gave his disciples a world-wide mission. “Go 
therefore to all the world and make disciples of all the 
nations.. And I am with you till the end of the world.” At 
Pentecost the effect was precisely in this direction. By 
sending the Holy Spirit, our Lord was “ making” his 
disciples “ fishers of men.” 

Let us every day hear the call of Christ to come after 
him. Let us also hear the other half of this same wonderful 
calling, that he would “make” us “ fishers of men.” The 
Christian has a mission in the world of his daily life to 
bring that world to the Person of Christ. This he is able to 
do by the gift to him of Christ’s grace. Let us take up the 
baton for Christ and run with it every day. 

-- 
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Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary (December 8) 

A feast called the Conception of Mary arose in the Eastern 
Church in the seventh century. It came to the West in the 
eighth century. In the eleventh century it received its 
present name, the Immaculate Conception. In the 
eighteenth century it became a feast of the universal 
Church. In 1854, Pius IX gave the infallible statement: 
“The most Blessed Virgin Mary, in the first instant of her 
conception, by a singular grace and privilege granted by 
almighty God, in view of the merits of Jesus Christ, the 
saviour of the human race, was preserved free from all 
stain of original sin.” Two Franciscans, William of Ware 
and Blessed John Duns Scotus, had helped develop the 
theology of this doctrine. They point out that Mary's 
Immaculate Conception enhances Jesus' redemptive work. 
Other members of the human race are cleansed from 
original sin after birth. In Mary, Jesus' work was so 
powerful as to prevent original sin at the outset. 
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Entrance Antiphon Is 61:101 Rejoice heartily in the Lord, 
in my God is the joy of my soul; for he has clothed me with 
a robe of salvation, and wrapped me in a mantle of justice, 
like a bride adorned with her jewels. 

Collect O God, who by the Immaculate Conception of 
the Blessed Virgin prepared a worthy dwelling for your 
Son, grant, we pray, that, as you preserved her from every 
stain by virtue of the Death of your Son, which you 
foresaw, so, through her intercession, we, too, may be 
cleansed and admitted to your presence. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Genesis 3:9-15, 20; Psalm 98:1-4; 

Ephesians 1:3-6, 11-12; Luke 1:26-38 

The angel Gabriel was sent from God to a town of 
Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin betrothed to a man 
named Joseph, of the house of David, and the virgin's name 
was Mary. And coming to her, he said, "Hail, full of 
grace! The Lord is with you." But she was greatly 
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troubled at what was said and pondered what sort of 
greeting this might be. Then the angel said to her, "Do not 
be afraid, Mary, for you have found favour with God. 
Behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, 
and you shall name him Jesus. He will be great and will be 
called Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give 
him the throne of David his father, and he will rule over 
the house of Jacob forever, and of his Kingdom there will 
be no end." But Mary said to the angel, "How can this be, 
since I have no relations with a man ? " And the angel said 
to her in reply, "The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and 
the power of the Most High will overshadow you. 
Therefore the child to be born will be called holy, the Son 
of God. And behold, Elizabeth, your relative, has also 
conceived a son in her old age, and this is the sixth month 
for her who was called barren; for nothing will be 
impossible for God." Mary said, "Behold, I am the 
handmaid of the Lord. May it be done to me according to 
your word." Then the angel departed from her. (Luke 
1:26-38) 
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The Immaculate One Every so often, 

archaeologists announce that they have discovered 
evidence that pushes the date of the earliest human beings 
even further back into the remote past. Whatever be the 
results of that interesting field of research and discussion, 
God himself has revealed to us certain things about the 
very first man and woman, our first ancestors. He has told 
us of the most important thing they did — and it wasn't 
anything they or we can be proud of. It was catastrophic, 
for they sinned grievously. They deliberately refused to do 
what God told them to do, and they did it because they 
wanted to be like gods deciding for themselves what was 
good and evil, what was the right and wrong thing to do. 
This was the most terrible thing that has ever happened 
because it spawned sin and death throughout the entire 
human race for all time. It opened the floodgates of sin 
and evil and there could be no stopping it, unless God 
himself chose to do the stopping. Many things can be said 
about sin and its effects, but one of the notable features of 
the modern secular age is that it is in denial of sin. The 
reality of sin, as such, tends to be denied. This denial is a 
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tragedy — and it is itself sinful. The greatest of crimes are 
accepted as crimes, of course, but they are not viewed as 
sins. That is to say, they are not viewed as offensive to 
God. This is because God is not regarded as a Fact but as a 
subjective persuasion, a mere opinion. Fie is not an 
objective Person but a private notion, and therefore 
“offences” against him are viewed as mere subjective 
perspectives on bad human actions. This modern dismissal 
of sin is surely one reason why the Church's teaching about 
the original sin of our first parents is regarded so readily as 
mythical. It is looked on as a myth — but not in the 
legitimate sense that, in the form of story (i.e., in the form 
of myth ) it encapsulates, describes and accounts for an 
historical, factual and true element of historical religion. 
Rather, it is “mythical” in the popular sense of being mere 
imagery, a figment of pre-scientific imagination. So what 
God has revealed as the greatest tragedy of human history 
— man's original disobedience — is with a knowing smile 
pushed out of view as being “mythical.” Let us avoid this 
blindness in respect to sin. Wrongdoing is not just a moral 
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matter, but a religious matter too. It involves our 
relationship with God and is therefore sinful. 

It is a fundamental tenet of divine Revelation that sin 
exists and that it arose at the very origin of human history. 
Man himself brought it into the world. The result of 
Original Sin is that the tide of sin flows over every human 
soul that enters our world. As St Paul writes, because of 
their fallen nature, “all men, both Jews and Greeks, are 
under the power of sin” (Romans 3:9). At the first moment 
of conception, that tide covers the soul as the tide flows 
over the shore of the sea. The soul remains immersed in it 
till freed by the power of God. Not so with Mary. As 
Blessed Duns Scotus pointed out, God's saving answer to 
sin, which was the Death and Resurrection of Christ, was 
applied to her at her very conception. By divine decree, she 
was preserved from Original Sin in view of the merits of 
her Son. The Church has dogmatically declared that by the 
power of God and in view of the merits of her Son our 
Lord Jesus Christ, she was preserved from the slightest 
stain of Original Sin. The waters of that original sin which 
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flow over every son and daughter of Adam were held back 
and prevented from so much as touching the soul of Mary 
at her conception. In this, she was the Second Eve. The 
First Eve was created immaculate but sinned. She lost the 
gifts of grace and the full integrity and harmony of her 
moral nature with which she was endowed at her creation. 
The same happened to Adam following on his sin. Adam 
and Eve fell, and their fallen nature, so inclined now to sin, 
is handed on to us all. This was not the case with Mary. 
By Christ’s merits, she was created, conceived and born 
into the world full of grace and moral goodness. Her 
conception, her birth and whole life is the wonder of 
mankind because, in her, we have a human person (our 
heavenly mother!) simply free from all sin. So then, while 
it is revealed that at the very beginning man chose to sin 
and that mankind was ruined as a result, Mary the mother 
of the Lord was conceived immaculate and never sinned 
thereafter. As the angel said to her, she was full of grace, 
and in every respect the Lord was with her (Luke 1:28). 
As she acknowledged in the Magnificat before her 
kinswoman Elizabeth, this was due to the goodness of God 
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(Luke 1:47-49). She was granted this gift in view of her 
divine motherhood, her being the mother of the One who 
would take away the sin of the world. 

What a mother we have in her! In respect to sin and 
the life of grace, she is beyond compare. On this feast of 
the Immaculate Conception, let us place ourselves in the 
care of our most holy mother. When dying on the Cross, 
Jesus our Redeemer placed us in her keeping, and invited 
us to take her to our home, the home of our heart, as our 
mother. Let us ask her for the grace to fight against sin and 
to advance towards the holiness with which her Son 
blessed her. It is his plan that we live in that life of grace 
which so distinguished her. Hail Mary, full of grace, the 
Lord is with you. Blessed are you among women! 

-- 
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Our Lady of Guadalupe (December 12) 


Entrance Antiphon Rev 12:1 A great sign appeared in 
the sky, a woman clothed with the sun, with the moon 
under her feet, and on her head a crown of twelve stars. 

Collect O God, Father of mercies, who placed your 
people under the singular protection of your Son’s most 
holy Mother, grant that all who invoke the Blessed Virgin 
of Guadalupe, may seek with ever more lively faith the 
progress of peoples in the ways of justice and of peace. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Zechariah 2:14-17 or Revelation 11:19a; 
12:l-6a, lOab; Judith 13:18bcde, 19; Luke 1:26-38 

In the sixth month, God sent the angel Gabriel to 
Nazareth, a town in Galilee, to a virgin pledged to be 
married to a man named Joseph, a descendant of David. 
The virgin’s name was Mary. The angel went to her and 
said, Greetings, you who are highly favoured! The Lord is 
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with you. Mary was greatly troubled at his words and 
wondered what kind of greeting this might be. But the 
angel said to her, Do not be afraid, Mary, you have found 
favour with God. You will be with child and give birth to a 
son, and you are to give him the name Jesus. He will be 
great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The 
Lord God will give him the throne of his father David, and 
he will reign over the house of Jacob for ever; his kingdom 
will never end. How will this be, Mary asked the angel, 
since I am a virgin ? The angel answered, The Holy Spirit 
will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will 
overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called 
the Son of God. Even Elizabeth your relative is going to 
have a child in her old age, and she who was said to be 
barren is in her sixth month. For nothing is impossible 
with God. I am the Lord’s servant, Mary answered. May 
it be to me as you have said. Then the angel left her. 
(Luke 1:26-38) 

Mary Great numbers of people know the story. In 
1523, just two years after the Aztec capital of Tenochitlan 
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fell to the Spaniard Hernan Cortes and his Conquistadores, 
the first Catholic missionaries arrived to evangelize. We 
are speaking of Mexico. Among their first converts was a 
man baptized with the Christian name Juan Diego. A few 
years later on December 9, 1531, Juan Diego (now 57) 
crossed the barren hill called Tepeyac to attend Mass. 
Suddenly before him there was a great light and the sound 
of heavenly music. From its midst a beautiful woman who, 
calling him “my son” and speaking to him in his own 
language, declared herself to be the Virgin Mary, the 
mother of Jesus Christ. We know what followed. The 
Lady sent him to the Bishop to ask that a church be built in 
her honour. Juan Diego met the Lady on the same hill 
again saying that the Bishop wanted a sign — and the sign 
was given. In Juan Diego’s mantle (his tilma) there were 
presented to the Bishop a wonderful bunch of blossoms, 
but the greatest wonder was the perfect image of the Virgin 
discovered to be emblazoned on the garment. That mantle 
remains in excellent condition with its astounding image 
after several centuries to this day, in the Basilica that 
houses it. As is also well-known, in November 1921 a man 
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placed powerful dynamite at the foot of the image below 
the heavy brass crucifix, causing an immense explosion 
and great harm to many in the Basilica. The Altar, the 
frame of the Tilma, and the Tilma itself were not marred at 
all. If anyone were to demand empirical evidence of a 
heavenly occurrence, it is present in that cloak (made from 
fibres of a plant) and in the extraordinary image it displays. 
The image has also been subjected to various scientific 
investigations — one notable discovery being the 
reflections in the eyes of the Lady of the image, showing 
human figures. 

Together with the heaven-sent image of the Mother of 
God, there are her words to Juan Diego (canonized a saint 
in July 2002). This is what she said at the first meeting: 
“Know and understand well, you the most humble of my 
sons, that I am the ever virgin Holy Mary, Mother of the 
True God for whom we live, of the Creator of all things, 
Lord of heaven and the earth. I wish that a temple be 
erected here quickly, so I may therein exhibit and give all 
my love, compassion, help, and protection, because I am 
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your merciful mother, to you, and to all the inhabitants on 
this land and all the rest who love me, invoke and confide 
in me; listen there to their lamentations, and remedy all 
their miseries, afflictions and sorrows This tells us much 
about the heavenly intercession of the Mother of Christ, the 
Queen-Mother in heaven. At a further meeting, this is 
what she said to Juan Diego: “Hear me and understand 
well, my son the least, that nothing should frighten or 
grieve you. Let not your heart be disturbed. Do not fear 
that sickness, nor any other sickness or anguish. Am I not 
here, who is your Mother? Are you not under my 
protection? Am I not your health? Are you not happily 
within my fold? What else do you wish? Do not grieve nor 
be disturbed by anything. Do not be afflicted by the illness 
of your uncle, who will not die now of it. Be assured that 
he is now cured .” We cannot go wrong if we look on Mary 
as Jesus would wish us to. As he was dying on the Cross, 
he gave to his beloved disciple a parting gift: it was his 
mother. “Behold your mother he said to him. The 
Church has always seen each of us represented by the 
beloved disciple. Great as is her dignity, Mary saw herself 


- 2717 - 



as but the servant of the Lord: “/ am the Lord’s servant, 
Mary answered. May it be to me as you have said ” (Luke 
1:26-38). She wishes to help us be true servants of the 
Lord. 

“ Remember, O most gracious Virgin Mary, that never 
was it known that anyone who fled to thy protection, 
implored thy help, or sought thy intercession was left 
unaided. Inspired with this confidence, I fly to thee, O 
Virgin of virgins, my Mother; to thee do I come; before 
thee I stand, sinful and sorrowful. O Mother of the Word 
Incarnate, despise not my petitions, but in thy mercy hear 
and answer me. Amen .” (Attributed to Saint Bernard). 

-- 
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Feast of Saint Stephen, the risen Christ's first martyr 
(December 26) 

St Stephen is one of the first deacons chosen by the early 
church in Acts of the Apostles. The Acts of the Apostles 
tells the story of how Stephen was tried by the Sanhedrin 
for blasphemy and was then stoned to death by an 
infuriated mob encouraged by Saul of Tarsus, the future 
Saint Paul. He died praying for those who killed him : 
"Lord, do not hold this sin against them". St Stephen's 
name is simply derived from the Greek Stephanos, 
meaning "crown", which translated into Aramaic as Kelil. 

Entrance Antiphon The gates of heaven were opened for 
blessed Stephen, who was found to be first among the 
number of the Martyrs and therefore is crowned triumphant 
in heaven. 

Collect Grant, Lord, we pray, that we may imitate what 
we worship, and so learn to love even our enemies, for we 
celebrate the heavenly birthday of a man who knew how to 
pray even for his persecutors. Through our Lord Jesus 
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Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59; Psalm 31:3cd-4, 6 
and 8ab, 16bc and 17; Matthew 10:17-22 

But beware of people, for they will hand you over to 
courts and scourge you in their synagogues, and you will 
be led before governors and kings for my sake as a witness 
before them and the pagans. When they hand you over, do 
not worry about how you are to speak or what you are to 
say. You will be given at that moment what you are to say. 
For it will not be you who speak but the Spirit of your 
Father speaking through you. Brother will hand over 
brother to death, and the father his child; children will rise 
up against parents and have them put to death. You will be 
hated by all because of my name, but whoever endures to 
the end will be saved. (Matthew 10:17-22) 

Witness On Christmas Day we celebrate the 
Incarnation: God the Son becoming man. The Word was 
made flesh and dwelt among us, as one of us. The Church 
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lives in the glow of this event for many days over the 
season of Christmastide, contemplating with great love 
what one world religion sadly regards as a blasphemy. The 
very next day after the Nativity of our Lord, the Church 
transports us to the martyrdom of Saint Stephen, the risen 
Christ’s first martyr. This liturgical circumstance is a great 
reminder of a fundamental feature of Christian 
discipleship. Being a Christian is not just a matter of 
coming to know Jesus and contemplating his love and 
grandeur from his birth in the stable to his resurrection — 
essential and fundamental as this is. It also includes, as of 
its essence, bearing witness to him before others. The 
Church has formally taught that being apostolic and 
missionary is essential to the Christian life, such that one 
cannot hope to attain Christian holiness nor to be living the 
Catholic Faith truly well if there is little of an apostolic 
dimension in one’s life. We must contemplate and grow in 
love for Jesus, and we must also strive to bring the 
knowledge and the love of him to others. All great 
Christians live an apostolic life. Saint Therese of the Child 
Jesus lived her humble life as an obscure Carmelite in 


- 2721 - 



France. But her prayers and penances were very much 
directed to the missionary work of the Church and now she 
is a patroness of the Church’s foreign missions. Today, the 
day after our celebration of the birth of our Lord at 
Bethlehem, we celebrate St Stephen’s bearing witness to 
Jesus with his life. Let us draw inspiration from his 
apostolic example of Christian witness. 

Our first reading today (Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59) shows 
Stephen in his witness to Jesus being led by the Holy Spirit. 
Our Gospel today (Matthew 10:17-22) reminds us of our 
Lord's teaching that in bearing witness to him in the midst 
of difficulty we ought count on the powerful aid of the 
Holy Spirit. Christ came so that we might have life and 
have it in abundance. This abundant life is the life of God, 
which is to say the Holy Spirit. Our Lord came to do away 
with the power of sin and open the heart of man to the gift 
of the Spirit of the Father and the Son. This divine Spirit, 
the Third Person of the most holy Trinity, is our Sanctifier 
and our Evangelizer. He came upon the Church at 
Pentecost to sanctify the Church and to empower her to 
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bear effective witness to the Lord even to the point of 
shedding blood. Stephen is a shining instance of the 
Church being led by the Holy Spirit to evangelize. A great 
early Father of the Church wrote that the blood of martyrs 
is the seed of the Church, and we see that in the life of 
Stephen. His blood was surely the seed from which 
sprouted the ardent faith and missionary life of Paul, who 
witnessed and " entirely approved of the killing ." This fruit 
of Stephen's witness was the work of the Holy Spirit. In 
our Gospel our Lord refers to the action of the Spirit during 
persecution. He says that “ when they hand you over, do not 
worry about how you are to speak or what you are to say. 
You will be given at that moment what you are to say. For 
it will not be you who speak but the Spirit of your Father 
speaking through you ” (Matthew 10:17-22). We must 
remember this in whatever ambient we walk day by day, be 
it in our family, in our workplace, among our friends, in 
our parish. 

Whatever be the difficulty in bearing witness to Jesus 
— and Jesus does not ask that our success be obvious — 
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the Holy Spirit will be there working in us. So we are not 
to worry “ for it will not be you who speak but the Spirit of 
your Father speaking through you.” In this special 
liturgical season of Christmas, let us think of Saint 
Stephen, the risen Christ’s first martyr. He reminds us to 
use our life to fulfil our special vocation of coming to 
know and love Jesus profoundly, and to bear witness to 
him generously, no matter what the cost. In both coming to 
know Christ and in bearing witness to him we have the 
powerful help of the Holy Spirit. Let us then entrust 
ourselves to the Spirit of God making use of all the means 
which he gives us: daily prayer and spiritual reading, the 
devout reception of the Sacraments, docility to the Church 
our mother, and a constant desire to be apostolic. 

-- 
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Feast of Saint John, Apostle and evangelist (December 
27) 

Saint John, Apostle and evangelist was the author of the 
Fourth Gospel, the Apocalypse, and three Epistles, John 
was son of Zebedee, and one of the three (with Peter and 
James) who were closest to the Lord, present at the 
Transfiguration, the Agony in the Garden, the raising of the 
daughter of Jairus. He is the 'beloved disciple' referred to 
the gospels. 

Entrance Antiphon This is John, who reclined on the 
Lord's breast at supper, the blessed Apostle, to whom 
celestial secrets were revealed and who spread the words of 
life through all the world. 

Or: Sirach 15: 5 In the midst of the Church he opened his 
mouth, and the Lord filled him with the spirit of wisdom 
and understanding and clothed him in a robe of glory. 

Collect O God, who through the blessed Apostle John 
have unlocked for us the secrets of your Word, grant, we 
pray, that we may grasp with proper understanding what he 
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has so marvellously brought to our ears. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 1 John 1:1-4; Psalm 97:1-2, 5-6, 11-12; 

John 20:1a and 2-8 

On the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene ran and 
went to Simon Peter and to the other disciple whom Jesus 
loved, and told them, “They have taken the Lord from the 
tomb, and we do not know where they put him. ” So Peter 
and the other disciple went out and came to the tomb. They 
both ran, but the other disciple ran faster than Peter and 
arrived at the tomb first; he bent down and saw the burial 
cloths there, but did not go in. When Simon Peter arrived 
after him, he went into the tomb and saw the burial cloths 
there, and the cloth that had covered his head, not with the 
burial cloths but rolled up in a separate place. Then the 
other disciple also went in, the one who had arrived at the 
tomb first, and he saw and believed. (John 20:1a and 2-8) 
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Intimacy with Jesus Christ had died and was now 
buried. News came from Mary Magdalen that “they have 
taken the Lord from the tomb, and we do not know where 
they put him.” Immediately Peter and John went running to 
the tomb, with John running faster and arriving at the tomb 
first. He “saw the burial cloths there, but did not go in.” 
What does this immediate haste speak to us of? It speaks to 
us of the ardent love of John and Peter for the Person of 
Jesus. They truly loved him, despite their weaknesses and 
abandonment of him during his Passion. Today we think of 
John who went on to live a very long life of profound love 
and service of Jesus, and became a major contributor to the 
New Testament writings with his unique Gospel, with his 
Letters and, it is presumed, in being the author, directly or 
indirectly, of the book of Revelation. Our Gospel scene 
today (John 20:1a and 2-8) tells us of the enthusiastic love 
John had for Jesus. He had been one of our Lord’s very 
first disciples, having being directed on to our Lord by 
John the Baptist. He was the “beloved disciple.” He had a 
special intimacy with our Lord, shown in his leaning on 
our Lord’s breast at the Last Supper and asking directly 
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who was to betray him. He had been given other signs of 
special favour: he was one of the three who had witnessed 
our Lord’s raising of the daughter of Jairus from the dead. 
He had witnessed our Lord’s Transfiguration and our 
Lord’s Agony in the garden together with his arrest. He 
witnessed Christ’s death: he had followed our Lord to 
Calvary and was at the foot of the Cross together with 
Mary during our Lord’s last agony. He heard our Lord give 
him Mary to be his mother, and from that moment he had 
taken Mary to his own home. When we think of John we 
think of the special intimacy which God wishes to have 
with us. 

We are made to love and to be loved. The history of 
literature abounds with genres extolling human love. What 
is marriage but the answer God has implanted in human 
nature to this desire to love and to be loved? A husband is 
called to love his wife and the wife her husband, and in 
their love for one another they are to love their children. 
But however much they love one another, they sense that 
there is a greater and more absolute love beyond. Married 
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love and indeed any human love is not the final goal of the 
human heart. There is a higher and more definitive love in 
and beyond the persons we love in this life. It is this higher 
Love which summons each of us to a complete and utter 
gift of our heart. We are made and commanded to love this 
ultimate One with all our heart, all our soul, all our mind 
and all our strength. Who is this absolute One? He is Jesus 
Christ, the incarnate God. Every person is called by God to 
discover in faith the love of Jesus. Having found it, a 
person will then love others — his spouse and family and 
all others — in Jesus. When we think of John the 
evangelist running to the tomb we think of one who loved 
Jesus as the final and absolute object of his heart and soul. 
Jesus occupied the place in his life which God should 
occupy, and for this very good reason that the one God is 
Jesus, just as the one God is the Father and the Holy Spirit 
too. When we think of John the evangelist going on to be a 
"pillar" of the infant Church, as St Paul referred to him, 
and then on to his long life of contemplation and apostolic 
service of the Person of Jesus, we think of a life of love for 
the one absolute Master and final goal of mankind's 
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yearnings. No other love is higher or more absolute or 
more deserving than the love of Jesus. Man’s vocation is to 
find, know, love and serve Jesus, and to love all others in 
him. His search for love and meaning attains its end when 
his mind and heart rest in Jesus. 

Today let us contemplate the example of John the 
Evangelist’s life of intimacy with Jesus. There is no more 
ultimate goal for the human spirit than to love Jesus. This 
final term for which we have been created is not just an 
idea or a philosophy or a vast project. It is a very particular 
Person who lived once and lives now still. Everyone is 
called to make Jesus the absolute object of his or her life. 
That is what “the beloved disciple” did, and it is his 
vocation which is one of the great exemplars for all of us 
who are in Christ Jesus by our baptism. The life of John the 
Evangelist stands for the Christian vocation which is to 
belong to Jesus, to live in intimate friendship with him, and 
to bear witness to this Love before others. 

-- 
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Feast of the Holy Innocents, martyrs (December 28) 


The Church celebrates the memory of the children under 
the age of two of the neighbourhood of Bethlehem who 
were put to death by Herod the Great, who was seeking to 
kill Jesus. These innocent victims bore witness to Christ in 
a world which would not receive him. 

Entrance Antiphon The innocents were slaughtered as 
infants for Christ; spotless, they follow the Lamb and sing 
for ever: Glory to you, O Lord. 

Collect O God, whom the Holy Innocents confessed and 
proclaimed on this day, not by speaking but by dying, 
grant, we pray, that the faith in you which we confess with 
our lips may also speak through our manner of life. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 1 John 1:5—2:2; Psalm 124:2-5, 7cd-8; 

Matthew 2:13-18 
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When the magi had departed, behold, the angel of the 
Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, “Rise, take 
the child and his mother, flee to Egypt, and stay there until 
I tell you. Herod is going to search for the child to destroy 
him. ” Joseph rose and took the child and his mother by 
night and departed for Egypt. He stayed there until the 
death of Herod, that what the Lord had said through the 
prophet might be fulfilled, Out of Egypt I called my son. 
When Herod realized that he had been deceived by the 
magi, he became furious. He ordered the massacre of all 
the boys in Bethlehem and its vicinity two years old and 
under, in accordance with the time he had ascertained 
from the magi. Then was fulfilled what had been said 
through Jeremiah the prophet: A voice was heard in 
Ramah, sobbing and loud lamentation; Rachel weeping for 
her children, and she would not be consoled, since they 
were no more. (Matthew 2:13-18) 

Dying for Christ When the Church in her liturgical 
year celebrates the life and death of a martyr, we think of 
one who gave his or her life for Christ and in witness to 
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him. Of course, the circumstances involved in this witness 
can vary immensely. The one who is martyred may have 
no time to think of Christ at the actual point of death — 
which may happen suddenly, as in a blow from behind 
which leaves him dead. But he dies because of the hatred 
of others for Christ and because of his dedicated personal 
relationship with Jesus. But let us consider the case of our 
infant martyrs of today, the Holy Innocents put to death by 
Herod the Great because he considered that one of them 
could be the infant Messiah. The Church celebrates each of 
them as a martyr. Therefore they are in heaven and occupy 
a place of special honour in the presence of God and in the 
veneration of the Church. Now, none of their names, 
families or personal stories are known. They were too 
young to realize the meaning of what was happening to 
them, and because of the speed of events they scarcely 
even knew that death was upon them. They knew nothing 
of the Messiah in their midst. Their families would not 
have known the Messiah either, and the entire tragedy 
would have had no meaning for them. The sorrow that 
engulfed them would be scarcely imaginable: “Then was 
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fulfilled what had been said through Jeremiah the prophet: 
A voice was heard in Ramah, sobbing and loud 
lamentation; Rachel weeping for her children, and she 
would not be consoled, since they were no more ” (Matthew 
2:13-18). The evil they suffered was a mystery to their 
families: why were they slaughtered, they wondered? Their 
relationship with Christ was known only to the obscure 
fleeing Holy Family and to Herod, for the Magi had 
returned to the East. They died because of Christ, though 
they had no personal acquaintance with him or any idea 
that they had this connection with him by force of 
circumstances. 

Does this not throw some consoling light on the 
mystery of evil? There are such terrible tragedies which 
strike great numbers of people in the course of mankind’s 
history. These tragedies are often man-made and they may 
often be purely natural. There are plagues, there are natural 
disasters, there are shocking acts of terror and massacre. As 
time rolls on great numbers of good lives are cut off 
without any justifying reason. Consider the millions of 
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unborn lives that are snuffed out in the constant practice of 
abortion. Is there any meaning in this? Firstly, there is this. 
The Holy Innocents died both in Christ and because of 
him, and their deaths occurred simply because Herod chose 
to do away with them in the hope of killing the Messiah. 
We know that their lives mysteriously bore witness to and 
served the divine plan of redemption because the Church 
celebrates them as martyrs. So, in the plan of God, souls 
may die for Christ without them or anyone else at the time 
realizing it — that was certainly the case for the Holy 
Innocents. There is another great lesson these Innocents 
teach us, and it is this. The blood of martyrs is the seed of 
the Church. Those countless good souls who suffer 
helplessly and without blame may well be the seed of so 
much good. Our Lord referred to the grain of wheat dying 
and bearing much fruit. The same pattern may be present 
in the life and death of countless souls who suffer so much 
evil, and who — like the Holy Innocents and their families 
— see no meaning in it. Yet they obscurely entrust 
themselves to God according to their lights. All this is to 
say that the Feast of the Holy Innocents throws meaning on 
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the suffering and evil borne by the innocent. Their 
unnecessary suffering and lost lives are not meaningless. 
Innocent suffering is in some way part of God's providence 
and redemptive plan, just as the innocent children of 
Bethlehem died because of their unknowing and unchosen 
connection with God’s redemptive plan. Innocent suffering 
is not a meaningless tragedy. It is sanctifying and 
redemptive and somehow furthers the plans of God. God 
will draw good from the evil he permits and those who 
serve his plan will be rewarded. 

The rock of all reality is the will of God and what God 
chooses to permit. From the world’s point of view, 
Christian saints are a little mad. They value suffering, and 
value it highly. Why? They value it because the most 
innocent Man of all time suffered indescribably in his 
obedience to the will of the Father, and his holy and 
obedient suffering redeemed the world. Right at the 
beginning of his life there occurred an event which sheds 
the same light on innocent suffering, and we celebrate that 
event today. It served the redemption: these infants died 


- 2736 - 



while Christ escaped from their midst in order to live and 
suffer for the redemption of the world. We have the good 
fortune to be able to live in the light of Christ’s message 
which is that, by uniting ourselves with Christ in his 
suffering, we shall rise with him unto life. If the seed dies it 
bears fruit. Let us bring this light on the mystery of human 
pain to our suffering world. 

-- 
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Special 

Occasions 



Day of the Nation (For example: Australia Day, 
January 26) 

Australia Day is the anniversary of the arrival of the First 
Fleet of 11 convict ships from Great Britain, and the 
raising of the Union Jack at Sydney Cove by its 
commander Captain Arthur Phillip, in 1788. 

Entrance Antiphon I will praise you, Lord, among the 
peoples, among the nations sing psalms to you, for your 
mercy reaches to the heavens, and your truth to the skies. 

Collect Grant, we pray, O Lord our God, that as the Cross 
shines in our southern skies, so may Christ being light to 
our nation, to its peoples old and new, and by saving grace, 
transform our lives. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your 
Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Isaiah 32: 15-18; 1 Cor. 12:4-11 or 

Romans 12: 9-13; Matthew 5: 1-12 
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Now when he saw the crowds, he went up on a 
mountainside and sat down. His disciples came to him, 
and he began to teach them, saying: Blessed are the poor 
in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are 
those who mourn, for they will be comforted. Blessed are 
the meek, for they will inherit the earth. Blessed are those 
who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be 
filled. Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown 
mercy. Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 
Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called sons of 
God. Blessed are those who are persecuted because of 
righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed 
are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely 
say all kinds of evil against you because of me. Rejoice 
and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven, for in 
the same way they persecuted the prophets who were 
before you. (Matthew 5:1-12) 

Fatherland For more than a century, Australian 
Aboriginal culture and religion has been studied seriously. 
Vast numbers of studies have been done on the matter, and 
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(as a result) it would be difficult to sum up confidently the 
essence of, say, traditional Aboriginal religion. However, a 
few things can be said: to begin with, the idea of the 
“Dreaming” is plainly central. The “Dreamtime” is both 
the ancient time of creation by the spirits, and its present 
day renewal. For instance, the Rainbow Serpent was a 
major Dream spirit for Aboriginal people across Australia, 
the Yowie and Bunyip being others. The All-Father, 
having various names across the South-East, was, as 
recorded by men such as Howitt, significant. The point 
here is that, pervading the traditional Aboriginal world¬ 
view and religion (as in the Dreaming), there is a deep 
sense of reverence for and belonging to the land. I would 
argue that the Aboriginal experience of the numinous is 
triggered and nourished by their love for the land, and that 
this sense of the land is a primary inspiration for their 
religious system. The land may functioned for them as a 
kind of sacrament of the numen, to use Rudolf Otto’s 
favoured expression. Whatever of that opinion, I use all 
this merely as an example of my point here, which is the 
perfectly human rootedness in one’s own home, and 
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specifically in one’s fatherland. The fatherland! The 
normal thing is that one loves one’s own home and place of 
origin — even if, as was the case for so many Aborigines, 
it was harsh indeed. Paradoxically, the migration of 
peoples has also been a constant feature of human history, 
because the fatherland has become unfriendly in some 
significant respect. Still, it is plainly the case that man has 
a deep, an abiding and a very natural love for his 
homeland , and this is how God means it to be. Normally, 
we love our country, and there is nowhere else we would 
prefer to be. It is God’s great gift to us. 

Yes, our country is God’s gift to us, a source of great 
blessings, and like any great blessing it is a serious 
responsibility. The responsibility consists in bringing it to 
the fruition which God intends, and for which he entrusts it 
to us. After God had made the world, he entrusted it to 
man whom he had made in his own image. “Be fruitful 
and multiply he said, “and fill the earth and subdue it and 
have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of 
the air ” (Genesis 1:28). This was not to be a “dominion” 
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in the sense of a self-serving and squandering tyranny, for 
we soon read that “yon may freely eat of every tree of the 
garden, hut of the tree of the knowledge of good and evd 
you shall not eat ” (2:16-17). In all his dealings with the 
world, man is subject to the moral law of good and evil 
which comes from the Creator. Man is not the architect of 
the moral law according to which he must live and be 
steward of the world, including his homeland. Rather, he 
must guard and tend it for the Master, in accord with the 
moral law. In one of his parables our Lord speaks of the 
faithful and wise steward who will be rewarded. “But if 
that servant says to himself our Lord continues, ‘“My 
master is delayed in coming, ’ and begins to beat the 
menservants and the maids, and to eat and drink and get 
drunk, the master .... will punish him, and put him with the 
unfaithfuF (Luke 12:42-48). So then, what must we do, as 
good stewards of the home that God has placed us in? 
Above all, we must help our home, the fatherland God has 
given us, to be subject to God’s rule and lordship. This is 
the path to the greatest of blessings. The Christian knows 
that this kingdom of God is present in the living Person of 
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Jesus Christ. The greatest blessing that can possibly come 
to any country is the acceptance of Jesus Christ in faith 
(and baptism into his body the Church), and then resolutely 
to live according to his commandments for love of him. 

This is a great challenge indeed. Take Australia, as 
but one instance. An international survey, made by the 
private, not-for profit German think-tank, the Bertelsmann 
Foundation, found that “Australia is one of the least 
religious nations in the western world, coming in 17th out 
of 21 [countries] surveyed.” Love for the fatherland will 
mean taking this spiritual malfunction seriously, and with 
the Spirit of God aiding us with his grace, doing all we can 
to bear witness to the truth of God and Christ — for this is 
the path to life for any individual or society. 

-- 
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Day of the Fallen in defence of one’s country. 

(For example: Anzac Day in Australia April 25) 

Entrance Antiphon Blessed are the dead who die in the 
Lord Let them rest from their labours, for their good deeds 
go with them. 

Collect Almighty everlasting God, who sent your Son to 
die that we might live, grant, we pray, eternal rest, to those 
who gave themselves in service and sacrifice for their 
country. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Many suggested readings. The Gospel 
may be John 12: 23-28 or John 14:23-29 

Jesus answered them, "The hour has come for the Son 
of Man to be glorified. Amen, amen, I say to you, unless a 
grain of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains just 
a grain of wheat; but if it dies, it produces much fruit. 
Whoever loves his life loses it, and whoever hates his life in 
this world will preserve it for eternal life. Whoever serves 
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me must follow me, and where I am, there also will my 
servant be. The Father will honour whoever serves me. "I 
am troubled now. Yet what should I say? Father, save me 
from this hour'? But it was for this purpose that I came to 
this hour. Father, glorify your name." Then a voice came 
from heaven, "/ have glorified it and will glorify it again." 
(John 12: 23-28) 

Sacrifice In our Gospel passage today, our Lord 
refers to a pattern throughout nature that sheds light on the 
direction man must take in living his life. “ Amen, amen, I 
say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls to the ground and 
dies, it remains just a grain of wheat; but if it dies, it 
produces much fruit. Whoever loves his life loses it, and 
whoever hates his life in this world will preserve it for 
eternal life ” (John 12: 23-28). In order to appreciate our 
Lord's point about human life, let us consider his 
observation about nature's patterns. The wheat falls to the 
ground and “dies” and then produces much fruit. Observe a 
similar pattern in nature more generally. Plants grow to be 
consumed and destroyed by other living things for their 
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own sustenance. They “die” in order to bear the fruit of life 
in those things that consume them. Some plants are not 
consumed, but the purpose of their existence seems to be to 
produce a fruit that is consumed by or is of benefit to other 
beings. By consuming or using it, those beings live or are 
advantaged. That is to say, the end or purpose of 
non-sentient living world seems vaguely to reflect and 
point to a pattern of what we might call self-sacrificing 
love. Or again, take the animal kingdom. Everywhere one 
animal preys on another and other animals prey on it. We 
could look on this as a rampant cruelty in the animal 
kingdom driven by instinct. Alternatively, we could look 
on this all-pervasive pattern of one animal being given up 
for the sake of another as a dim reflection of a higher law 
of self-sacrificing love, coming from and reflecting the 
Author of all. At least we have to say this, that it is 
precisely because of this loss of life for the sake of other 
life that the universe functions and thrives. The universe 
seems to be based on a vague pattern of being sacrificed. 
One thing dies or ends in order that another thing may 
flourish. 
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Christ is the light of the world, and the pattern of his 
life illumines the life of every man and indeed of the entire 
universe. Our Lord was born into this world in order to 
give his life for mankind and for each of us. He died that 
we might live forever. He freely and obediently embraced 
his life being maliciously taken from him. Though he was 
in the “form of God”, St Paul tells us, he did not hesitate to 
set that aside and become as we are, and humbler still, even 
to dying on a cross. He who was rich became poor that we 
might be rich. In this, Christ revealed that God is love, a 
love that is self-sacrificing. This, then, is the key to the 
universe because the God who was revealed in his Son 
Jesus Christ is the Author of the universe. The universe 
was made by him, and in its structure and law it reflected 
in various ways the self-sacrificing love of God its Author. 
Further, where there is the opposite of this love — in sin — 
there we have not the hand of God but the hand of fallen 
man. Christ our Lord teaches us by his words and example 
that the way to life is through the sacrificing of one’s own 
life. In the light of Christ we can see that in various ways 
the very universe reflects this truth. “ Whoever loves his life 
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loses it” our Lord tells us, ‘‘and whoever hates his life (that 
is, for the sake of others) in this world will preserve it for 
eternal life” (John 12: 23-28). In the first instance this 
teaching invites us to unite ourselves day by day with the 
Person of Christ and to live out in union with him his 
pattern of self-sacrificing love, knowing it will bring 
eternal life to us and life to the world. It also gives meaning 
to the countless persons who have given their greatest 
possession which is their own life, for the sake of others. 
They have died in order that others may prosper. Christ 
teaches us that such a sacrifice will bear much fruit. 

Today in Australia the country celebrates Anzac Day. 
Other countries have their corresponding Day of the Fallen. 
Let us entrust to the mercy of God the souls of all those 
who have died in battle defending our country. They died 
for our sake. While the Christian prays for all those who 
have died, we can feel confident in the mercy of God and 
trust that their sacrifice not only bore fruit for future 
generations, but bore fruit also in eternal life for 
themselves. Considering what it means to be 
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self-sacrificing, let us especially resolve to look to Christ as 
our light, as the light of the world, and as the source of all 
true life both here and hereafter. Let us resolve to live 
united to him and inspired by his example of 
self-sacrificing love. By this means God will be glorified, 
and by it we shall gain eternal life. 

-- 
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Vocations Sunday (The Fourth Sunday of Easter) 

Pope Paul VI instituted the World Day of Prayer for 
Vocations (the 4th Sunday of Easter) on the 11th April 
1964 by praying (when launching the Day): “O Jesus, 
divine Shepherd of the spirit, you have called the Apostles 
in order to make them fishermen of men, you still attract to 
you burning spirits and generous young people, in order to 
render them your followers and ministers to us.” In the 
years since, successive Roman pontiffs have called on the 
Church to focus on and pray for vocations. 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 33 (32): 5-6 The merciful love 
of the Lord fills the earth; by the word of the Lord the 
heavens were made, alleluia. 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, lead us to a share in 
the joys of heaven, so that the humble flock may reach 
where the brave Shepherd has gone before. Who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 
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Scripture today : Acts of the Apostles 4: 8-12; Psalm 
117; 1 John 3: 1-2; John 10: 11-18 

Jesus said: “My sheep hear my voice; I know them, 
and they follow me. I give them eternal life, and they shall 
never perish. No one can take them out of my hand. My 
Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all, and 
no one can take them out of the Father’s hand. The Father 
and I are one. ” (John 10:27-30) 

The apostolic life The apostolic family is the 
seed-bed of vocations It is often said what the child comes 
to value and love will affect what he may well value and 
love for his whole life. Reflection on what one loves and 
values in adulthood can give us a glimpse of the truth of 
this. For instance, an adult might notice that he does not 
like to use uncouth language, despite what others around 
him do. When he asks himself why this is so, he realises 
that this comes from his childhood and the upbringing he 
was given. Or he might notice that even in adulthood there 
are characters of fiction he instinctively enjoys. On 
reflection he realises this stems from his childhood. Much 


- 2752 - 



that one values stems directly from one’s childhood. 
Parents ought to remember that the values they transmit 
will affect their children’s entire life. This applies 
pre-eminently to religion. The life of a Christian family 
ought be marked by one great value: it is the love of and 
following of Christ in everyday life. Many families take up 
this challenge, which derives directly from their baptism. 
And so, love for family prayer, Sunday Mass, frequent 
Confession, instruction in the Catholic Faith at home, 
reverence for the priesthood, love for all the elements of 
Catholic life, all this should ought dominate the values of a 
Catholic family. But there is one value, a fundamental 
aspect of Catholic life, which is very widely ignored even 
by the best of families. It is the call and the responsibility 
to be apostolic, which is to say to share and spread one’s 
faith with others. It is the call to be an ambassador of 
Christ in daily life. The result of this neglect is that the 
children of these families can have difficulty ever 
becoming apostolic in their everyday lives. They can come 
to love this fundamental aspect of the Christian life only 
with difficulty. The apostolic impulse can seem to them to 
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be the calling of others, not of themselves. This is because 
it was never a value in their own family, in their own home, 
in the life of their own parents, devout though their parents 
may have been. Another result of this lack is that a 
vocation that God might grant a member of that good 
family just might never come to fruition, because a 
religious vocation involves a call to an apostolic life. 

So let each one of us ask, am I apostolic? Do I have a 
sense of being an ambassador of Christ? Is my family in 
any sense apostolic, trying to spread the Catholic Faith? 
Are my children ever likely to pick up the call to them to 
be apostolic? What lead am I giving in this? Many baptised 
persons consider that their religion is a purely private 
matter and that any work of influencing others in the 
direction of Christ and his Church is the work of priests 
and special religious workers. But the Catholic Church 
teaches that the Christian family is a domestic church. The 
Church was given the task by our Lord to go to all the 
nations and make disciples, teaching them to observe what 
he had told them, in a word to be apostolic. So also the 
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family, being a domestic church, is called to share in this 
responsibility. They are called to make this responsibility 
the love of their life. If a family is doing hardly anything 
about this serious responsibility to bring Christ to others, 
an essential aspect of a good Catholic life is missing from 
the life of that family. In all probability the children of such 
a family will always have difficulty realising the 
importance of being apostolic, just as their parents never 
realized it. The Church teaches that an essential element in 
the Christian life is the apostolic spirit, the endeavour to 
bring Christ to others. If this is largely missing in one’s 
life, one must regard oneself as lacking an essential 
element of the Christian life. The same applies to the 
family. The parish itself is a wonderful arena for apostolic 
action, providing excellent opportunities for any family, 
including both parents and children, to learn to be 
apostolic. From such a learning process can come a 
vocation to the priesthood, which is the principal vocation 
to the apostolic life. Let every young baptized person 
consider the possibility of a life given to our Lord and his 
work. This means, for the boy or young man, considering 
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the possibility of being a priest. It means, for the girl or 
young woman, considering the possibility of belonging 
exclusively to Jesus in one of the many ways this can be 
done in the life of the Church. 

Let every Christian family strive to be a seed-bed of 
vocations, and to have a high esteem for vocations to the 
priesthood and for the life consecrated and given 
exclusively to Jesus. They will be greatly helped in this if 
they, the families concerned, resolve to become truly 
apostolic. 


A Second reflection: 

Ministerial priesthood It is an interesting 

phenomenon that priests and/or priestesses have existed 
since the earliest of times and in the simplest societies. A 
priesthood of some kind exists in all or some branches of 
Judaism, Christianity, Shintoism, Hinduism and many 
other religions. In some religions it does not: Islam 
eschews a priesthood, settling for scholars, leaders of 
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prayer and preachers. Broadly, priests are regarded as 
having contact with the deity or deities of their religion, 
and they often interpret the meaning of events and the 
declarations of the oracles. They are go-betweens, 
mediators, bridges of a kind. They perform the rituals of 
religion on behalf of the people. We have no space here to 
present the different kinds of priest that feature in the 
various religions. Importantly, the Letter to the Hebrews 
teaches that the sacrificial atonement for mankind by Jesus 
Christ on Calvary fulfilled and indeed superseded the 
Mosaic priesthood, which had been divinely instituted but 
was meant as a bridge to and type of Christ, mankind’s one 
High Priest. Thus, for Christians, Christ is the only High 
Priest, and the Christian priest is such only by participation 
in the one priesthood of Christ, the head of the Church. 
Christ’s one sacrifice on the Cross provides eternal 
redemption for all. This one sacrifice is continually made 
present and applied sacramentally in the holy Eucharist. 
The acceptance of this is, of course, founded on an act of 
faith in the word of Christ and his divinely-instituted 
representative, the Church teaching in his name. As a 
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matter of fact, the New Testament says that as High Priest, 
Jesus has made the Church “a kingdom of priests for his 
God and Father .” All who are baptized are given a share 
in the priesthood of Christ. That is, they are conformed to 
Christ and made capable of offering true worship and 
praise to God as Christians. The community of believers 
is, in this sense, priestly. 

The ministerial priesthood of Catholic priests and 
bishops — what most people think of as “the Catholic 
priesthood” — is at the service of the common priesthood 
of all believers by providing them with the principal means 
of divine grace available through the Church. This grace, 
coming to them from the ordained priest’s ministry of the 
word and Sacrament (Holy Mass, the Sacraments of 
Penance, Anointing, Confirmation, etc), enables the 
faithful to be a sanctified and priestly people. The Catholic 
priesthood involves the direct consecration of a man to 
Christ through the sacrament of Holy Orders, so that he can 
act “in the Person of Christ” for the sake of the Christian 
faithful. It began at the Last Supper when Christ instituted 
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the Eucharist in the presence of the Twelve, commanding 
them to “do this in memory of me.” The Catholic priest is 
not appointed and constituted a priest by his ecclesiastical 
superior or by the ecclesiastical community he serves. He 
is appointed and constituted as such by Christ, acting in the 
Sacrament of Orders administered by the Bishop at the 
moment of his ordination. He thereupon becomes subject 
to his bishop and serves his community, but he is a priest 
only by virtue of the action of Jesus Christ on him. This 
divine action of the Holy Spirit places him “in Christ” with 
the indelible character of the ministerial priesthood. He 
brings to his people, by his presence and sacerdotal service, 
the Person of Christ, and enables the faithful to live “in 
Christ” themselves. In an altogether special sense, the 
ordained priest, in his person and service, re-presents 
Christ in the midst of the faithful. Where he goes, Christ 
goes, acting in and through him for the redemption and 
sanctification of the faithful, enabling them in turn to be 
instruments of Jesus Christ in the world. In its everyday 
life, the Church depends enormously on the ministerial 
priesthood. 
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Because the ordained priest is constituted an “icon” of 
Jesus Christ, his life of celibacy is profoundly fitting and is 
seen as such by those imbued with an authentically 
Catholic spirit. He belongs exclusively to God in Jesus 
Christ, and in Jesus Christ he is bound to the Church, 
which Christ regards as his spouse. As Christ described 
himself as the Bridegroom (of the Church for which he 
gave himself), so the ordained priest makes present the 
Bridegroom in his person and service. Let all love the 
priesthood as Christ loves it, and pray for an abundance of 
priestly vocations for the sake of the Church and the world. 

-- 
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Sunday for Indigenous Peoples 
(The First Sunday in July) 

The readings are for those of the Sunday. The following 
Gospel reading could perhaps (in some countries) be used: 
Matthew 25:34-40. 

Jesus said, Then the King will say to those on his 
right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take your 
inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the 
creation of the world. For I was hungry and you gave me 
something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something 
to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, I needed 
clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after 
me, I was in prison and you came to visit me. ’ Then the 
righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when did we see you 
hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you something to 
drink? When did we see you a stranger and invite you in, 
or needing clothes and clothe you? When did we see you 
sick or in prison and go to visit you? ’ The King will reply, 
7 tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of the least of 
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these brothers of mine, you did for me. ’ (Matthew 25:34- 
40) 


Indigenous Throughout history, indigenous people 
have been the object, to a greater or lesser extent, of 
disregard, disrespect, and even scorn. There have been 
notable and numerous exceptions to this both in Church 
and State, but the story of the treatment of indigenous 
people is a sorry one. All too often they have been 
regarded as somewhat hopeless and worthless. Fortunately 
in our day there is something of a new respect for things 
indigenous, but it is still very opportune to consider the 
basis of their true dignity. The dignity of every man and 
woman derives from being a creature and child of God, and 
in particular, from being loved by Jesus Christ the Son of 
God made man. Christ loved me, St Paul wrote, and gave 
himself up for me — and this can be said by everyone, 
including the most forgotten indigenous person. Jesus 
Christ calls me to a deep friendship with him — this is our 
noblest calling and with the aid of grace all may rise to it. 
So too may the indigenous person. Consider but a couple 
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of examples. Kateri Tekakwitha (the name “Kateri” is 
derived from the French for “Catherine”, her baptismal 
name) was born around 1656 in a Mohawk village near 
present-day Auriesville, New York. She was the daughter 
of a Mohawk chief and a Catholic Algonquin woman. 
Kateri’s mother had been baptized by French missionaries 
east of Montreal, and Mohawk warriors captured her and 
took her to their Mohawk homeland. Kateri was an 
indigenous Red Indian. In the spring of 1675 at age 
eighteen, Kateri met the Jesuit Father de Lamberville and 
started studying the catechism with him. Judging her ready 
for true conversion, the priest baptized her at the age of 20, 
on Easter Sunday, 1676. The following year she escaped 
to Kahnawake, south of Montreal on the St. Lawrence 
River, where other native converts were. There she lived a 
life of extraordinary penance. 

Especially notable was her choice of celibacy for love 
of Jesus Christ. Father Cholonec wrote that Kateri 
Tekakwitha said, “/ have deliberated enough. For a long 
time my decision on what I will do has been made. I have 
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consecrated myself entirely to Jesus, son of Mary, I have 
chosen Him for husband and He alone will take me for his 
spouse ”. In his biography of her, Father Chauchetiere 
stressed her “charity, industry, purity, and fortitude.” 
Kateri died on April 17, 1680, at around 15:00, at the age 
of 23 or 24, in the arms of her friend Marie-Therese. 
Father Chauchetiere reports that her final words were, 
“Jesus, I love you.” After her death, the people noticed a 
physical change. Fr Cholenec later wrote, “This face, so 
marked and swarthy, suddenly changed about a quarter of 
an hour after her death, and became in a moment so 
beautiful and so white that I observed it immediately.” 
Kateri is said to have appeared before three individuals in 
the weeks after her death. She was canonized a saint of the 
Church by Pope Benedict XVI on October 21, 2012. The 
point here is that goodness and sanctity of life is the 
greatest human achievement and quality, the result of grace 
and personal resolution. Saint Kateri Tekakwitha shows 
the dignity and potential of the indigenous person. Others 
could be mentioned. Over a century before Kateri, there 
lived in Mexico Juan Diego Cuauhtlatoatzin, or Juan Diego 
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(1474-1548), of our Lady of Guadalupe fame. He was one 
of the first of the indigenous people there to be baptized, at 
47, and went on to live a humble and holy life. He was 
canonized a saint in July 2002, by Pope John Paul II. 
Other holy indigenous persons could be cited, all indicating 
the immense potential for goodness, attained through union 
with Jesus Christ in faith and love, that is possible for 
every person, including the indigenous. Therein, especially, 
lies their dignity, as it does for each of us. 

One of the characteristics of indigenous persons is 
that usually they lack an abundance of material goods. 
While no one ought wish that they remain in poverty (if 
that happens to be their condition), let it be remembered 
that Christ said that special difficulties lie in the path of the 
wealthy in terms of entering the kingdom of heaven. 
“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven .” Let us resolve to see Jesus Christ in the 
indigenous peoples of the world. In every one of the lowly 
there is an immense potential for life in Jesus Christ — as 
is confirmed by the canonized saints among them. 
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Refugee-Migrant Sunday (Celebrated in August in 
Australia) 

(Celebrated in January internationally, in other months in 
various countries) 

Scripture readings of the Sunday (a possible reading may 
be the following) 

Jesus said to his disciples, When the Son of Man 
comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he will sit 
on his throne in heavenly glory. All the nations will be 
gathered before him, and he will separate the people one 
from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the 
goats. He will put the sheep on his right and the goats on 
his left. Then the King will say to those on his right, 
‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take your 
inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the 
creation of the world. For I was hungry and you gave me 
something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something 
to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, I needed 
clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after 
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me, I was in prison and you came to visit me. ’ Then the 
righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when did we see you 
hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you something to 
drink? When did we see you a stranger and invite you in, 
or needing clothes and clothe you? When did we see you 
sick or in prison and go to visit you? ’ The King will reply, 
7 tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of the least of 
these brothers of mine, you did for me. ’ Then he will say to 
those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you who are cursed, 
into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels. 
For I was hungry and you gave me nothing to eat, I was 
thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, I was a stranger 
and you did not invite me in, I needed clothes and you did 
not clothe me, I was sick and in prison and you did not look 
after me. ’ They also will answer, ‘Lord, when did we see 
you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or needing clothes or 
sick or in prison, and did not help you? ’ He will reply, 7 
tell you the truth, whatever you did not do for one of the 
least of these, you did not do for me. ’ Then they will go 
away to eternal punishment, but the righteous to eternal 
life. (Matthew 25: 31-46) 


- 2767 - 



The refugee Late in 1606, English entrepreneurs 
set out to establish a colony in what was then called the 
New World. Their three ships arrived in April of 1607 and 
set up at Jamestown, Virginia. Meanwhile, some religious 
congregations of Brownist English Dissenters had fled the 
volatile political environment in the East Midlands of 
England for the calm and tolerance of the Netherlands. But 
wanting to maintain their cultural identity, they later 
arranged with English investors to establish a new colony 
in North America. So they set out — celebrated as the 
Mayflower saga — and established themselves in present- 
day Plymouth, Massachusetts. This was some 13 years 
after the beginning that had been made in Jamestown. 
Theirs turned out to be the oldest continuously inhabited 
British settlement in what was to become the United States 
of America. The Pilgrims’ story of seeking religious 
freedom has become a central theme of the history and 
culture of the United States. Let us note that the “Pilgrims” 
were religious refugees, migrants. And while they had 
obtained a form of authorisation or backing from bodies in 
England, they had not, of course, obtained any permission 
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from the existing inhabitants: the Red Indians. Indeed, as 
became evident, the native occupiers did not at all like their 
sudden incursion, but they had to get used to it because the 
refugee pilgrims had far more effective weapons. The 
point to be noticed here, though, is that this emblematic 
event in the history of what is currently the most powerful 
country in the world (though for how long it will be such, 
we do not know), essentially involved the arrival of 
refugees who insisted that they stay. So we are led to think 
of the refugee. At times they have invaded their new 
location and stayed (like our pilgrims on the Mayflower ). 
At other times they have sought and gained hospitality. 

Time and again, refugee migrants have proved to be 
major contributors to their new homeland. But the King of 
kings and Lord of lords does not bid us be concerned for 
the weak, the unfortunate, those being harassed, because of 
the possible return our assistance to them may bring us. He 
commands us to assist the least, because of their dignity. 
The least person is a brother human being to each of us, 
and a brother to Jesus himself who is the King of kings. 
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For what does our Lord say? In describing the General 
Judgment that will come upon each of us, he says, “Then 
the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, yon who are 
blessed by my Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom 
prepared for you since the creation of the world. For .... I 
was a stranger and you invited me in”. In canonizing 
various persons, the Church has held up to the faithful her 
most magnificent members, the saints. A consistent feature 
of their lives is their love for the poor. They recognized, in 
the afflicted, persons beloved of Jesus Christ, and acted 
accordingly. “Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, 
when did we see you .... a stranger and invite you in...? 
The King will reply, 7 tell you the truth, whatever you did 
for one of the least of these brothers of mine, you did for 
me. ’ ” The matter is very serious because our future 
happiness will depend on how we have taken this point to 
heart. Our Lord continues: “Then he will say to those on 
his left, ‘Depart from me, you who are cursed, .... For ..../ 
was a stranger and you did not invite me in... I tell you the 
truth, whatever you did not do for one of the least of these, 
you did not do for me. ’ Then they will go away to eternal 


- 2770 - 



punishment, but the righteous to eternal life ” (Matthew 
25:31-46). Our Lord is not saying that every specific thing 
requested by a suffering person must always be granted. 
But he is saying that we must strive to respond with the 
mind of Christ. 

Let this mind be in you, St Paul writes, that is in 
Christ Jesus. Let us pray to be true disciples of the Master, 
looking on all things and on all persons as he does. This is 
the goal of life and of every civilization, for Jesus Christ is 
the Man of the ages to whom all are called by God to 
conform in mind, heart and spirit. The world has a Key, 
and it is offered to it by the Church founded by Jesus 
Christ. The Key is the Son of God made man and the path 
to flourishing and happiness lies in being his disciple. Let 
us look on the perennial problem of the migrant and 
refugee in this light, the light of Christ. 

-- 
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World Mission Sunday (In Australia, celebrated near 
the second- last Sunday of October) 

Possible text : Matthew 28:16-20 

The eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain 
where Jesus had told them to go. When they saw him, they 
worshipped him; hut some doubted. Then Jesus came to 
them and said, All authority in heaven and on earth has 
been given to me. Therefore go and make disciples of all 
nations, baptising them in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey 
everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with 
you always, to the very end of the age. (Matthew 28:16- 
20 ) 


The propagation of the Faith There are many 
things about Jesus Christ that stand out and show him as 
surpassing all before him in the Holy Scriptures. While 
Moses worked miracles at God’s command, Christ worked 
far more, effortlessly so, and by his own authority. Christ 
was sinless: “Can any of you convict me of sin?” and “/ 
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always do what pleases him” Moses never claimed this, 
and great as he was, no one else claimed this of Moses, 
who, indeed, was punished for his lack of faith. Christ was 
never punished by his heavenly Father, who declared him 
to be his beloved Son in whom he was well pleased. Christ 
transcends all before him and is the definitive Teacher for 
mankind: “Listen to him ”, the Father said of him on the 
high mountain in the presence of the three disciples. Apart 
from the divinity of his Person, the most striking thing 
about Jesus Christ is his mission as Redeemer of mankind. 
Neither Abraham, nor any of the Patriarchs, nor Moses nor 
any prophet or holy man following him, presumed to 
present himself nor was presented as, the One who would 
or could atone for the sins of the whole world. Mahomet, 
for instance, would never have dared to go that far, let 
alone to have claimed to be God. But when Christ rose 
from the dead, he not only showed he was God (as Thomas 
said: “My Lord and my God!”), but sent forth his disciples 
to announce the forgiveness of sins for all who turned to 
him in faith and baptism. Christ had saved the world from 
sin by his death and resurrection. Now, this brings us to 
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another special feature of the mission of Jesus Christ. 
There is in the Scriptures no one like him in the missionary 
impulse he instituted. It wasn’t just a “Jesus movement” 
that he began by force of personality and unusual or 
favourable circumstances, fie began a very precise world¬ 
wide mission. He sent them, those who constituted his 
Church, out to conquer the whole world. 

Notice the testimony of the Gospels. So important is 
this point that St Matthew has nothing about his Ascension 
and the Coming of the Holy Spirit. Following the 
Resurrection, and with nothing on the events in Jerusalem 
after that, Matthew ends his account with the rendezvous 
back in “ Galilee of the nations ” where it all began (4:13- 
lb), on the mountain with the world before them. There 
Jesus gives his disciples his final instruction: “A// power in 
heaven and on earth has been given to me ” (no prophet or 
king in the Scriptures had ever said this). “Go, therefore, 
and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 
teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you ” 
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(28:18-20). This effort to make of all the nations his 
disciples would last till the end of the world: “an d behold, I 
am with you all days, even to the consummation of the 
world.” The propagation of faith in Jesus Christ was set 
forth by the divine founder of the Christian religion as 
essential to his own mission, as essential to revealed 
religion, and as essential to the Christian life. With this 
divine thunderclap, Matthew ends his Gospel. St Mark’s 
Gospel, the final chapter of which seems to be a composite 
of fragments, has a similar emphasis. The risen Jesus tells 
his disciples that they are to “Go to the whole world and 
preach the Gospel to every creature. He who believes and 
is baptised will be saved ” — and then, after Christ 
ascended to the right hand of God “they went forth 
everywhere, while the Lord worked with them ” (16: 15-20). 
In the Gospel of St Luke, the risen Jesus shows that his 
sufferings and resurrection were essential in the 
prophecies, as was the proclamation of the forgiveness of 
sins — “to all the nations, beginning from Jerusalem’' 1 
(24:47). With its many differences, John’s Gospel is 
similar in missionary emphasis. 
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All this is to say that, as Pope Pius XII once wrote, the 
apostolic impulse is an essential element of the Christian 
life. The Christian is to keep God’s commandments, 
striving to love him with all his heart, and he is to bring 
Jesus Christ the Saviour to those around him and beyond. 
The Catholic Church has been distinguished for its 
missionary thrust, and yet it has often scored poorly in 
drawing into this impetus very many of the ordinary 
faithful. That is to say, while many of the faithful show 
wonderful energy in bringing Christ to others, many show 
little or none at all. In such persons, this essential feature 
of the Christian life is largely lacking. Let us heed Christ’s 
command and do what we can to bring him to the world, 
for he is the world’s one and only Saviour. 

-- 
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